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PREFACE 


AH  life  and  adiievement  is  evolutbn;  present  wisdom  comes  from  past 

experience,  and  present  commercial  prosperity  has  come  only  from  post  exer- 
tion and  stiflFerinj».  Tlie  deeds  and  motives  of  the  men  that  have  gone  before 
have  liccn  instrumental  in  shapini^  the  destinies  of  later  toinnnmities  and 
states.  The  development  of  a  new  country  was  at  once  a  task  and  a  privi- 
l^e.  It  required  great  courage,  sacrifice  and  privation.  Compare  the  pres- 
ent conditions  of  the  people  of  DeKalb  County,  Indiana,  with  what  they 
were  one  hundred  years  ago.  From  a  trackless  wilderness  and  virgin  land, 
it  has  come  to  be  a  center  of  prosperity  and  civilization,  with  millions  of 
wealth,  systems  of  railways,  grand  educational  institutions,  splendid  indus- 
tries and  immense  at^riadtnral  and  mineral  prodnction^;.  Can  any  think- 
ing person  lie  insen>il)le  to  the  fascination  of  the  study  which  discloses  the 
aspirations  and  efforts  of  the  early  pioneers  who  su  strongly  laid  the  founda- 
tion upon  which  has  been  reared  the  magnificent  prosperity  of  later  days  ?  To 
perpetuate  the  story  of  these  people  and  to  trace  and  record  the  social,  polit- 
ick and  industrial  progress  of  the  comnmnity  from  its  first  inception  is  the 
fnnctim  of  the  local  historian.  A  sincere  purpose  to  preserve  facts  and  per- 
sonal memoirs  that  are  deserving  of  perpetuation,  and  which  unite  the  pres- 
ent to  th*^  prist,  is  the  motive  for  the  present  publication.  A  specially  valuable 
and  interesting^  deiiartment  is  that  one  devoted  to  the  "--ketclies  of  representa- 
tive citizens  of  these  counties  whose  records  deserve  preservation  because  of 
their  worth,  effort  and  accomplishment.  The  publishers  desire  to  extend 
their  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  so  failiifuJIy  labored  to  this  end. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  citizens'  of  DeKalb  county  for  the  uniform  kind- 
ness with  which  they  have  regarded  this  undertaking,  and  for  their  many 
services  rendered  in  the  gaining  of  necessary  information. 

In  placing  the  "History  of  DeKalb  Countv,  Tnrli.u.a."  be  fore  the  citi:^en«;. 
the  publishers  can  conscientimisly  claim  that  they  have  carricfl  out  the  plan 
as  outhned  in  the  prospectus.  Every  biographical  sketch  in  the  work  has 
been  submitted  to  the  party  interested,  for  correction,  and  therefore  any  error 
of  fact,  if  there  be  any,  is  solely  due  to  the  person  for  whom  the  sketdi  was  , 
prepared.  Confident  that  our  effort  to  please  will  fully  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  public,  we  are. 

Respectfully, 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 
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FIRST  EXPIX>REit& 


After  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus  in  1492,  or,  to  be  exact, 
when  Coltunbus  touched  off  the  coast  of  Fknida,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  were  to  pass  before  the  white  explorers  were  to  toudt  foot  to  the 

soil  later  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  Indiana.  Colonies  were  established 
in  Florida.  Virginia  and  Nova  Scotia  by  the  rival  J|»««niiirent8  of^IUffiP*-- 
not  until  1670-2  Hid  the  first  wb»*-  *" 
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reljvtkd  state  history. 


FIRST  BXPIvORSRS. 

Alter  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus  in  1492,  or,  to  be  exact, 
when  Coliunbtis  touched  off  the  coast  of  Florida,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  were  to  pass  befcnre  the  white  explorers  were  to  touch  foot  to  the 

soil  later  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  Indiana.  Colonies  were  established 
in  Florida.  Virginia  and  Nox  a  Scotia  by  the  rival  governments  of  Europe,  but 
not  until  1670-2  did  the  first  white  travelers  \cnturc  so  tar  into  the  North- 
west as  Indiana  or  L.-iki-  Michigan.  Tiicsf  ex[)Iorers  were  brciichmen  by  the 
names  of  Claude  Allouez  and  Claude  Dablon,  who  then  visited  what  is  now 
the  eastern  part  of  Wisconsin,  the  northeastern  u  uon  of  Illinois  and  proba- 
bly that  portion  of  this  state  north  of  the  Kankakee  river.  In  the  year  fd- 
k>wiiig  M.  Joliet,  an  agent  of  the  French  colonial  government,  and  James 
Marquette,  a  missionary  stationed  at  Mackinaw,  explored  the  country  around 
Green  bay,  and  along  I'ox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  as  far  westward  as  the 
Mississippi,  the  banks  of  which  they  reachefl  nn  June  17.  if)/^.  They  de- 
scemkrl  this  river  a  short  distance  and  retnnietl  liy  way  of  the  Illinois  river. 
At  a  village  among  the  Illinois  Indians,  Marquette  and  his  followers  were  re- 
ceived wiUt  friendly  hospitality,  and  made  guests  at  a  great  feast  of  hominy, 
fish,  dog  meat  and  roast  buffalo.  In  1682  LaSalle  explored  the  West,  but  it 
is  not  known  for  sure  whether  or  not  he  entered  the  territoiy  now  embraced 
in  Indiana.  He  took  possession,  however,  of  the  whole  Mississippi  region, 
in  the  name  of  France,  and  he  named  it  in  honor  of  the  king,  Louisiana. 
Sjwin  at  the  satne  time  claimed  the  region  around  the  Gult  of  Mexico.  Con- 
sequently, the  two  nations  clashed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


26 


DBKALft  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


BAIULY  INKAN  INHABITANTS. 

At  this  time  the  country  of  Indiana  was  held  by  the  Miami  confederacy 
of  Indians,  the  Miainis  proper,  originally  the  TwigJiiwees,  being  the  eastern 
and  most  powerful  tribe.  Their  villages  were  few  and  scattering.  These  In- 
dian settlements  were  occasionally  visited  by  Christian  missionaries,  fur  trad- 
ers and  adventurers,  but  no  permanent  settlement  was  risked  by  the  white 
men.  The  "Five  Nations,"  farther  to  the  east,  comprised  the  Mohawks, 
Oneidas,  Cayiij^jn*;,  (^nondagas,  and  Senecas.  In  1^77  the  number  of  war- 
riors in  this  confederation  was  two  thousand  one  liundrcd  and  fifty,  About 
i/ii  the  Tuscaroras  retired  from  Carolina  and  joined  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
organization  then  became  known  as  the  "Six  Nations,"  In  1689  hostilities 
broke  out  between  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  French  colonists  of  Canada,  and 
the  following  series  of  wars  served  the  purpose  of  chedcing  the  grasping 
policy  of  Louis  XIV,  and  to  retard  the  planting  of  French  colomes  in  the 
Mississippi  valley.  Missionary  efforts,  however,  contiiuied  with  more  failure 
than  success,  the  Jesuits  allying  themselves  with  the  Indians  in  habits  and 
customs,  even  encouraging  inter-marriage  between  them  and  their  white  fol- 
lowers. 

NATIONAL  POUCIES. 

The  Knglish,  who  were  envious  of  the  French,  resorted  to  evety  method 
to  extend  their  territory  westward.  Both  nations  .secured  aid  from  various 
Indian  tribes,  and  a  filnodv  and  merciless  warfare  continued  for  many  years. 
France  continued  in  licr  effort  to  c 'unect  the  Canadian  country  with  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  by  a  chain  of  trailing  posts  and  colonies,  which  further  in- 
creased the  jealousy  of  England  and  really  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
French  and  Indian  war.  which  terminated  in  the  treaty  of  1763,  at  Paris,  and 
by  which  France  ceded  to  Great  Britain  all  of  North  America  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  except  New  Orleans  and  the  island  on  which  it  is  situated. 
The  British  policy,  after  getting  control  of  the  Indian  territory,  was  still 
unfax  nrable  to  its  growth  in  population.  In  1765  the  nunilxr  of  Frencli  fam- 
ihes  within  the  limits  of  the  Northwestern  territory  did  not  exceed  six 
hundred.  These  were  in  settlements  around  Detroit,  along  the  Wabash  river, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Chartres  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Of  these 
families  eighty-five  resided  at  Post  Vincennes,  fourteen  at  Fort  Ouratenon 
on  the  Wabash,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Mary 
and  St.  Joseph  rivers.  The  colonial  policy  of  the  British  government  opposed 
any  measures  which  might  strengthen  the  settlements  in  the  interior  of  this 
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country,  lest  they  became  self -supporting  and  independent  of  the  mother- 
countrv.  Thomas  JctTtTson,  the  wise  statesman  and  (governor  of  Virgfinia. 
saw  from  the  first  that  actual  occupatifMi  of  western  lands  was  the  only  way 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  hands  of  foreigners  and  iiidians. 

Accordingly  he  engaged  a  corps  of  scientific  men  and  sent  them  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  ascertain  the  point  on  that  stream  intersected  by  latitude 
36  degrees  thirty  minutes,  to  tibe  southern  line  of  the  state,  and  to  measure 
its  distance  to  the  Ohio.  He  intrusted  the  military  operations  m  that  quarter 
to  General  Clark,  witli  instmction?;  to  select  a  strong  position  near  the  named 
point,  and  erect  a  f'u*  nnd  garrison  the  same  for  protecting  the  settlers,  and 
to  extend  his  conqucat  toward  the  great  lakes  on  the  north.  Conforming  to 
his  instructions,  General  Clark  erected  Fort  Jefferson  on  the  Mississippi,  a 
few  miles  above  the  southern  limit.  The  result  of  these  operations  was  the 
addition  to  Virginia  of  the  vast  Northwest  territory.  The  fact  that  a  chain 
of  forts  was  established  by  the  Americans  in  this  vast  region  convinced  tfie 
British  commissioners  that  we  had  entitled  ourselves  to  the  land.  During 
this  time  the  minor  events  were  transpiring  outside  the  territory  in  (piestion 
which  later  promoted  the  settlement  in  what  is  now  known  as  Indiana. 

GBORGB  II0GEK8  CLARK  EXPEDITION. 

George  Rogers  Clark,  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1776^  a  r(»ident  of 
Kentucky,  hut  a  native  of  Virginia,  formulated  a  scheme  of  tnore  rapid  set- 
tlement in  the  great  Northwest  territory.  That  i)art  of  Kentucky  was  occu- 
pied by  Henderson  and  Company,  who  pretended  to  own  the  land  and  set  a 
high  price  on  the  same.  Clark  doubted  the  validity  of  their  claim,  and  wished 
to  make  a  test  of  it,  and  adjust  the  control  of  the  country  so  that  settlements 
mif^t  be  fostered.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  at  Harrodstown,  to 
assemble  June  6, 1776,  and  consider  the  daims  of  the  company,  and  consult 
with  reference  to  Ihe  interests  of  the  country. 

This  meeting  was  held  on  the  day  appointed  and  delegates  elected  to 
confer  with  the  state  of  Virginia  as  to  tlie  propriety  of  attaching  the  new 
country  as  a  county  to  that  state.  Many  causes  prevented  a  consuminaii<i' 
of  this  object  until  the  year  1778.  Virginia  was  favorable  to  the  enterprise, 
but  would  not  take  action  as  a  state.  Governor  Henry  and  a  few  others,  how^ 
ever,  assisted  Colonel  Gark  all  they  could.  Clark  organized  an  expedition 
and  took  in  stores  at  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  and  proceeded  down  the  Ohio 
to  the  falls,  where  he  bxiiit  some  light  fortifications. 

At  this  time  Post  Vincennes  comprised  about  four  hundred  militia.  It 
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was  a  daring  task  for  Colonel  Clark  with  his  small  force  of  men  to  go  up 
against  it  at  Ka^slda  as  he  had  planned.  Some  of  hh  men,  becoming 
alarmed  at  the  critical  situation,  deserted  him.  He  conducted  himself  so  as  to 
gain  the  sympathy  of  the  French,  and  through  them,  the  Indians  to  some 

extent,  as  both  were  very  bitter  against  the  English  who  had  possession  of 
the  lake  region.  lU  took  Kaskaskia  first,  and  succeeded  by  kindness  in  win- 
ning them  to  his  side.  It  w.t;  difficult,  however,  fnr  him  to  induce  the  French 
to  accept  his  paper,  continental  monev.  in  payment  for  provisions.  Colonel 
Vigo,  a  Frenchman,  who  had  a  trading  establishment  there,  .came  to  the 
rescue,  and  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  accept  this  paper.  Colonel  Vigo 
sold  coffee  at  one  dollar  per  pound  and  other  goods  in  proportion. 

The  next  post  was  Vincennes,  defended  by  Fort  Sackville,  an  important 
possession  to  gain.  Father  Gibault,  of  Kaskaskia,  who  also  had  diaige  of 
the  church  at  Vinccnnes.  being  friendly  to  the  Americans,  used  his  influence 
with  the  people  of  the  crarri<:on,  and  won  them  to  Clark's  standard.  Tliev 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia  and  became  citizens  of  the  I 'intcd 
States.  Clark  had  concluded  treaties  witli  several  Indian  tribes,  and  placed 
Captain  Lepnard  Helm,  an  Atnerican.  in  command  of  Vincennes.  On  learn- 
ing the  successful  termination  of  Clark's  expedition,  the  general  assembly  of 
Vii^nia  declared  all  of  the  settlers  west  of  the  Ohio  organized  into  a  county 
of  that  state,  to  be  known  as  Illinois  county  :  but  before  the  provisions  of  the 
law  could  be  made  effective,  Henry  Hamilton,  the  British  lieutenant  governor 
of  Detroit,  collected  an  ariny  of  thirtv  regulars,  fifty  French  vohmtcers.  and 
four  hundred  Indians  and  moved  upon  and  took  Po«;t  Vinrcnm--.  in  nccrm- 
bcr.  177H.  ('a])tain  Helm  and  a  man  named  Henry  were  the  only  .\tncricans 
at  the  fort,  the  only  members  of  the  garrison.  Helm  was  taken  prisoner 
and  the  French  disarmed. 

Upon  hearing  of  the  taking  of  Post  Vincennes,  Clark,  who  was  still  at 
Kaskaskia.  determined  to  retake  the  place.  He  gathered  together  about  one 
htuidred  and  seventy  men,  and  on  February  5th  started  from  Kaskaskia, 
cros.<ing  the  strt*am  of  the  same  name  The  weather  wet  and  the  low- 
lands covcrrd  with  water,  i  le  had  to  snhi^ist  <m  --luli  i^mku  a<  he  could  kill 
en  route.  I  he  men  underwent  great  privations,  wading  tlirough  acres  of 
water  to  their  hips,  and  sulTcring  intensely  with  the  cdd.  However. 
Colonel  ClaHc  shared  all  of  the  hardships  of  the  men  and  asked  nothing  of 
them  which  he  would  not  undergo  himself.  They  reached  the  little  Wabash 
on  the  thirteenth,  and  two  days  were  occupied  in  cr<issing  tlie  swollen  stream. 
They  found  the  roads  no  better,  but  marched  down  and  reached  the  Big 
Wabash  on  the  seventeenth  of  the  month.  ■  The  next  two  days  were  consumed 
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in  attempting  to  cro^s  the  ant^ry  stream  Finally  canoes  were  constructed  and 
the  entire  force  crossed  the  main  stream,  and  then  found  the  lowlands  en- 
tirdy  under  water  and  ice  whidi  had  formed  recenfly.  His  men  refused  to 
proceed.  All  of  Dark's  persuasions  had  no  effect  iipon  the  half  starved  men. 
In  one  eompany  was  a  small  drummer-boy  and  also  a  sergeant  who  stood  six 
feet  and  two  inches  high.  Clark  ordered  him.  the  sergeant,  to  mount  the  boy 
on  his  shoulders  and  plunge  into  the  water.  He  did  so,  and  the  small  drummer 
beat  tiic  charge  from  his  ]Kisition,  while  Clark,  sword  in  hand,  followed. 
This  maneuver  was  electrical,  and  the  men,  with  a  cheer,  followed  their 
leader.  On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  the  fort  Clark  halted  hus  men  and 
fldrf  la  A  letter  demattidiog:  snrfender,  to  whidi  be  rNeivrti  no  repfy.  He  next 
orflered  Ueutenant  tiayltyf  vHtfa  fourteen  men,  to  advance  and  fire  on  the 
f<^,  while  the  main  body  of  men  moved  in  another  direction  and  took  (los- 
session  of  the  strongest  portion  of  the  town.  Clark  then  demanded  Hamil- 
ton's immediate  surrender,  on  penalty  of  ]yt\n^  treated  as  a  murderer.  Hamil- 
ton refused  indignantly.  Fighting  hegan  and  continued  for  over  an  hour, 
when  Hamilton  projxised  a  thre*  days'  truce.  Clark,  characteristically,  ?ent , 
word  that  nothing  but  unconditional  surrender  was  satisfactory.  In  less  than, 
an  hour  tlw  surttnder  was  dictated  fay  General  Clark,  This  was  on  February . 

Of  this  expeditiwi,  of  its  resultSr  of  its  importance,  as  well  as  of  the 
skill  and  bravery  of  those  engaged,  a  vdume  could  welt  be  written.  The 

expedition  has  never  been  surpassed  in  modern  warfare,  when  we  consider 
tliat  by  U  the  whole  territory-  now  included  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan 
was  added  to  the  Union,  and  so  admitted  by  the  British  commissioners  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  in  1783.  But  for  the  result  of  this  expedition  our  western 
boundary  would  have  been  the  Ohio  instead  of  the  Mississippi.  Qark  rein- 
stated Captain  Hebn  in  command  at  Vincennes,  with  instructions  to  subdue 
the  marauding  Indians,  which  he  did,  and  soon  comparative  quiet  prevailed 
on  Indiana  soil.  The  whole  credit  of  this  conquest  betonp  to  Colonel  Qark 
and' Francis  Vigo. 

NORTHWEST  GOVERNMENT. 

By  the  conquest  of  Cbkmel  Clatic,  Indiana  came  within  the  territory  be- 
longing to  Virginia.  In  January.  1783,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Old 
Dominion  resolved  to  cede  this  territory  to  the  general  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  proposilion  made  hy  Virginia  was  accepted  by  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  transfer  made  early  in  The  terms  were  that  Virginia 
was  to  be  reimbursed  for  all  expenses  incurred  in  exploring  and  protecting 
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settlers  in  the  territory ;  also  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of 
land  shouM  be  granted  to  the  soldiers  who,  with  Colonel  Clark,  had  made 
the  famous  exi>edition.    After  all  these  matters  had  been  attended  to.  in  the 
spring  of  1784,  the  matter  of  govcrniii£![  this  section  of  the  west  was  referred 
to  a  couuiiittee  of  Messrs.  Jefferson,  of  Virj^inia,  Cliase,  of  Maryland,  and 
Howell,  of  Rhode  Island,  which  committee,  among  other  tilings,  reported  an 
ordinance  prohibiting  slavety  in  the  territory  after  1800,  but  tiiis  article  of  - 
the  ordinance  was  rejected.   The  Ordinance  of  1787  has  an  interesting  his- 
tory.  Much,  controversy  has  been  indulged  in  as  to  who  is  reaOy  entitled  to  - 
the  credit  of  framing  it.   This  undoubtedly  belongs  to  Nathan  Dane ;  and  10  - 
Rufns  King  and  Timothy  Pickering  belongs  the  credit  of  having  inserted  the 
anti-slavery  clause  which  it  contained.    Mr.  Jefferson  had  vainly  tried  to 
secure  a  system  of  government  for  the  Northwest  territory  excluding  slav-  . 
cry  therefrom.    The  South,  however,  invariably  voted  him  down. 

In  July  1787,  an  organizing  act  without  the  slaveiy  clause  was  pending, 
which  was  supposed  to  secure  its  passage.  Congress  went  into  session  in- 
New  York  City.  July  5th,  Rev.  Manassdi  Cutler,  of  Massachusetts,  came  to 
New  York  in  the  interests  of  some  land  or  speculators  in  the  Northwest  . 
territorA-.  He  was  a  courtly  gentleman  of  the  old  school  type  and  had  gotten 
into  the  confidence  of  the  Southern  leaders.  He  wished  to  purchase  live 
million,  five  hundred  thou.sand  acres  of  land  in  the  new  territory.  Jefferson 
and  his  administration  desired  to  make  a  recurd  on  the  reduction  of  the  public 
debt,  and  this  was  a  rare  opportunity.  Massadiusetts'  representatives  could 
not  vote  against  Cutler's  scheme,  as  many  of  their  constituents  were  inter- 
ested in  the  measure  personally;  Southern  menibers  were  almost  committed. 
Thus.  Cutler  hdd  the  key  to  the  situation,  and  dictated  terms,  whidi  were  as 
follows: 

T.    The  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  territory  forever. 

2.  Providing  one-thirty-sixth  of  all  lands  for  }>ul)lic  schools, 

3.  Be  it  forever  remembered  that  this  compact  declares  that  religion, 
morality  and  knowtedge  bemg  necessary  to  good  government  and  the  hapin- 
ness  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  always  be  en- 
couraged. 

Dr.  Cutler  i^anted  himself  on  this  plat  from  and  would  not  yidd,  stating 

that  unless  they  could  procure  these  lands  mider  desirable  Miulitions  and 
surroundings,  that  they  did  not  care  to  i)urchase.  July  13.  T78-,  the  bill  be- 
came a  law.  Thu-.  the  great  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  were  consecrated  to  freedom,  intelligence  and  morality.  October 
5,  1787,  Congress  elected  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  governor  of  the  North- 
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west  territoiy.  He  assumed  his  officb]  duties  at  Marietta  and  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  treat  with  the  Indtans  and  otfsnize  a  territorial  f^venunent  He 
first  oiganiaed  a  court  at  Marietta,  consisting  of  three  Judges^  himself  beif% 
president  of  Ihe  court. 

The  governor,  with  his  judges,  then  visited  Kaskaskia  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  civil  government,  having  previously  instructed  Major  Ham- 
tramck  at  Vincennes  to  present  the  policy  of  the  new  administration  to  the 
several  Indian  tribes  and  learn  liieir  feelings.  They  received  the  messenger 
with  a  coot  indifference,  whidi,  when  reported  to  ^e  governor,  convmced  him 
that  nothmg  short  of  mHitaiy  force  would  command  complianoc  with  the 
civil  government  He  at  once  proceeded  to  Fort  Washington  to  consult  with 
General  .Harmer  as  to  future  action.  In  the  meantime  he  intrusted  to  the 
secretan,'  of  the  tcrritorj,',  Winthrop  Sargent,  the  settlement  of  the  dis- 
puted land  claims,  who  found  it  a  hard  task,  and  in  his  reports  states  that 
he  I'  und  tlie  records  so  falsified,  vouchers  destroyed,  and  other  crookedness 
tu  make  it  impossible  to  get  at  a  just  settlement,  which  but  again  proves 
diat  ^e  "graft''  of  the  tweirtielh  ceirtnry-  existed  decades  hefore  this  word 
had  been  o(^ned>  ... 

-  Hie  genenl  court  in  1790  passed  stringent  lawa  against  the  sale  of 
intoxicatiug  liquors  to  Indians  and  also  to  soldiers  within  ten  miles  of  any 
military  post;  also  prohibiting  any  games  of  chance  within  the  terntor>'. 

The  consultation  between  St.  Clair  and  General  Ilarnxar  ended  by  a  de- 
cision to  raise  a  larsi'^r  military  force  and  thoroughly  chastise  the  Indians 
about  the  head  of  the  Wabash  river.  Accordingly,  V  irginia  and  Pennsyl- 
vania were  called  upon  to  muster  eighteen  hundred  men  at  Fort  Steuben» 
and;  witii  the  garriscm  of  that  fort,  join  the  forces  at  Vinccnnes  under  Major 
Hamtramdc,  who  proceeded  up  tfie  Wabash  as  far  as  the  Vermillion  river, 
destroying  villages,  but  without  finding  an  enemy  to  oppose  him.  General 
Harmar,  with  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  marched  from  Fort 
Washinqton  to  the  Maumcc,  and  began  punishing  the  Indians,  hut  with  little 
success.  Ihe  e\[)edition  left  Fort  Washington  .September  ^otli,  and  returned 
to  that  place  November  4th,  having  lost  during  tliat  jieriocl  one  hundred  and 
eighty-thiee  men  kilted  and  thhty-one  wounded.  General  Harmar's  defeat 
abrmed  as  well-  as  aroused  the  citizens  in  the  frontier  counties  of  Vir^nia, 
thinking  the  Indians  might  invade  that  state. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  called  out  the  militia  along  the  upper  borders 
of  that  state  ;  at  the  same  time  Charles  Scott  was  appc^inted  brigadier-general 
of  the  Kentucky  militia  now  preparing  to  defend  the  frontiers  of  that  state. 
This  excited  Congress  ami  a  war  boartl  was  apptiintcd.  consisting  ot  five 
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members.  M-.uxh  9,  T791,  General  Knox,  secretary  of  war,  wmtc  to  General 
Scott  recomnu'iidinj?  an  expeiiitiDn  nfjatn'^t  the  Indians  f)n  (he  \\'ai)ash,  March 
3,  1791,  congress  invested  (ioxenior  St.  Clair  with  the  command  of  three 
thousand  troops,  and  he  was  instructed  by  the  secretary  of  war  to  march  to 
the  Miami  village  and  establish  a  strong  and  permanent  military  post.  After 
that  was  accomplished  he  was  to  seek  the  enemy  with  all  his  available  forces 
and  make  them  feel  the  effect  of  the  sapertority  of  the  whites. 

ST.  CLAIR  AMD  WAYNE  EXPEDITIONS. 

Although  seriously  damaged,  the  Indians  were  far  from  subdued.  The 
Canadians  and  English  along  the  border  gave  them  much  enootiragemem. 
Septiember,  1791,  St.  Gatr  moved  from  Port  Washington  whh  a  force  of  two 

thousand  men  and  a  nunil)er  nf  jileces  of  artillery.  November  3d,  he  reached 
the  headwaters  of  the  Wabash.  %vhcrc  Fort  Recovery  was  later  built,  and 
here  the  army  camped,  consisting  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  effective 
men.  The  following  morning:  the  army  advanced  and  enc^a^ed  a  force  ot 
twelve  himilred  Indians.  Here  the  American  army  was  disastrously  defeated, 
having  thirty-nine  officers  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-nine  men  killed  and 
missing,  twenty-two  officers  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  men  wounded. 
Several  pieces  of  artillery  and  all  their  provisions  were  taketi  from  tiiem. 
The  property  loss  was  estimated  at  thirty-two  thousand  dollars.  There  has 
always  been  some  disposition  tn  blame  General  St.  Clair  for  this  awful  de- 
feat, but  his  recent  hioo^rapher,  John  Xewtoii  P.oncher.  nf  Grccnshnrp;.  Penn- 
sylvania, proves  coiiclusi\ el y  that  he  was  tK^t  to  blame  lie  that  as  it  may.  he 
resigned  his  cunmiission  after  that  battle  and  the  work  was  taken  up  by 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  of  Revolutionar}'  fame,  who  organized  his  forces 
at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  October,  1793.  moved  westward  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  three  thousand  six  hundred  men.  He  proposed  an  of- 
fensive campaign.  The  Indians  still  held  that  the  Ohio  river  should  be  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  their  land'; 

Major-Genern!  Scott,  with  about  sixt'^'-f  bundred  \ohiiiteers  from  Ken- 
tucky, joined  the  n^nhir  troops  under  General  Wayne  on  Jul\  26,  T794.  and 
on  the  28th  the  united  force  began  their  march  for  the  Indian  towns  on  the 
Maumee  river.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  .\uglaizc.  they  erected  Fort 
Defiance  and  on  August  1 5th  the  army  advanced  toward  the  British  fort  at 
the  ffX3t  of  the  rapids  of  tiie  Maumee,  where  on  the  20th,  almost  within 
reach  of  the  British,  the  American  army  gained  a  decisive  victory  over  the 
combined  forces  of  the  hostile  Indians  and  a  considerable  number  of  Detroit 
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militia.  The  number  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  ai  two  thousand,  against 
abcwt  nine  htmdred  American  titx^  actoallx  engaged  As  soon  as  fbe  action 
began  this  horde  of  savages  abandoned  tiiemsdves  to  flight  and  dispersed 

with  terror  and  dismay,  leaving  Wayne's  victorious  army  in  full  possession 
of  the  field.  The  Americans  lost  thirty-three  killed  and  one  hundred  wound- 
ed; the  loss  of  the  enemy  more  than  donl>]ed  this  number. 

The  army  remained  three  days  and  nights  on  the  banks  of  the  Maumce, 
in  front  of  the  held  of  battle,  during  which  time  all  the  houses  and  corn 
fields  were  consumed  and  destroyed  for  a  considerable  distance  both  above  and 
below  Fort  Miami,  as  wdl  as  within  pistol  shot  of  the  British  garrison,  who 
were  oompdled  to  remain  idle  spectators  to  this  general  devastation  and  ccm- 
flagration,  among  which  vtn  the  houses,  stores  and  property  of  Colond 
McKee,  the  British  Indian  agent,  and  general  stimulator  of  the  war  then 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  the  savaicfes,  On  the  return  march  to 
Fort  Defiance  the  villages  and  com  fields  for  about  fifty  miles  on  each  side 
of  the  Maumee  were  destroyed  as  well  as  those  for  a  considerable  distance 
aroimd  that  post 

ORIGIN  OF  FOaT  WAYNE. 

September  14,  1794,  the  army  under  General  Wayne  commenced  its 
march  toward  the  deserted  Miami  villages  at  the  confluence  of  St.  Joseph  and 
St  Mary's  rivers,  arriving  October  17th,  and  on  the  following^  day  the  site 
of  Fort  Wayne  was  selected.  The  fort  was  completed  November  22d  and 
garrisoned  by  a  strong  detachment  of  infantry  and  artillery  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  F.  Hamtramck,  who  gave  to  ^e  new  fort  the  name 
of  "Foft  Wayne."  In  2814  a  new  fort  was  built  on  the  site  of  this  structure. 
The  Kentucky  volunteers  returned  to  Fort  Washington,  and  were  mustered 
out  of  service.  General  Wayne,  with  the  federal  troops,  marched  to  Green- 
ville and  took  up  his  headqtiarters  during  the  winter.  Here,  in  Auj^ust, 
1795,  after  several  months  of  active  negotiation,  this  gallant  officer  succeeded 
in  concluding  a  general  treaty  of  peace  with  all  the  hostile  tribes  of  the 
Northwestern  territory.  This  treaty  opened  the  way  for  the  flood  of  immi- 
gration for  many  years,  and  ultimately  made  the  states  and  territori^  now 
constituttng  the  vai^tAy  Northw^. 

Up  to  the  organization  of  the  Indiana  territory  there  is  but  little  history 
to  record  aside  from  those  events  connected  with  military  affairs.  In  July, 
T70^.  after  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the 
British  f^urrison,  with  their  arms,  artillery  and  stores,  were  withdrawn  from 
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the  posts  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  the  detachment  of  American  troc^  consisting  of  stxty>five  men 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Moses  Porter  took  possession  of  the  evac- 
uated post  of  Detroit  in  the  same  month. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1796  Winthrop  Sargent  went  to  Detroit  and  or- 
ganized the  county  of  Wayne,  formini^  a  part  of  the  Indian  territory  until  its 
division  in  1805,  when  the  territory  of  Michigan  was  organized. 

ORGAKtZATXON  OF  INDIANA  TBRKITORY. 

On  the  final  victory  of  the  American  army  in  1796  the  principal  town 
within  wiiat  is  ncnv  the  5tate  of  Indiana  was  Vincennes,  which  comprised  only 
fifty  houses,  but  presented  a  thrifty  appearance.  There  was  also  a  small 
settlement  where  now  stands  Lawrenceburg,  and  several  smaller  setllenieats 
around  trading  posts,  and  the  total  number  of  civilized  inhabitants  in  die 
territoty  was  estimated  at  four  tiiousand  eight  hundred  seventy-five. 

Indiana  territory  was  organized  by  act  of  Congress  May  7,  1800,  the 
material  features  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  remaining  in  force  and  the  people 
were  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  advantages  granted  and  secured  by  that 
ordinance. 

The  seat  of  government  was  fixed  at  Vincennes.  May  13,  1800.  William 
Henry  Harrison,  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  governor.  John  Gib- 
son, of  Penn^lvanni,  was  made  secretary  of  the  territoty.  General  Harrison 
called  together  the  first  territorial  l^[islature  or  council  March  3, 1801.  From 
this  time  to  1810  the  chief  questions  under  ctiscussion  were  land  speculators, 
African  slavery  and  the  hostile  views  of  the  Shawnee  chief,  Tecnmseh,  and 

his  brother,  the  wily  Pror)het. 

Up  to  this  time  the  sixth  article  of  the  Ordinance  of  17??/,  prohibiting 
slaverv.  had  been  .somewhat  neglected  and  many  French  settlers  held  slaves; 
many  .slaves  had  been  removetl  to  slave-holding  states.  A  session  of  dele- 
gates elected  by  popular  vote  in  the  new  territory,  petitioned  Congress  to 
revoke  the  sixth  article  of  the  old  ordinance.  Congress  failed  to  grant  this 
as  well  as  many  other  shnilar  petitions.  When  it  appeared  from  a  popular 
vote  in  the  territory  that  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  w  ere  in 
favor  of  organizing  a  General  Assembly,  Governor  Harrison,  on  Seplemher 
Ti,  TR04,  is.=;ued  a  proclamation,  and  called  for  an  election  to  be  held  in  the 
several  counties  of  the  territor\'  January  3,  t8o?,  to  choose  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  who  should  meet  at  Vincennes.  Februar>'  ist.  The 
delegates  were  duly  elected  and  assnnbled  as  ordered,  and  they  perfected 
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plans  for  territorial  orgrani^ation  nnd  selected  five  men  who  should  constitute 
the  legislative  council  of  the  territory.  The  first  General  Assembly  or  Legisla- 
tare  of  the  territory  met  at  Vincennes  July  29,  1805. 

July  30th  the  governor  delivered  his  first  message  to  the  council  and 
House  of  Representatives.  Benjamin  Parle,  who  came  from  New,  Jersey  in 
was  the  first  delegate  elected  to  Congress. 

The  first  newspaper  ptihlished  within  the  territory  of  Indiana  was  the 
WtStem  Sun,  first  issued  at  Vincennes  in  1803,  by  Elihti  Stout,  of  Kentucky, 
and  first  named  the  Indiana  Cacctic.  hwi  changed  to  the  Sun  July  4,  1804. 

In  1810  the  total  population  of  Indiana  was  24,520.  There  were  then 
reported  33  ,G:rist  mills,  14  saw  mills.  3  horse  mills,  18  tanneries,  28  distilleries. 
3  powder  mills,  1,256  looms,  1,300  spinning  wheels;  value  of  woolen,  cotton, 
hemp  and  flax  doth.  $150,059 ;  of  nails,  30,000  potinds;  of  wine  from  grapes, 
96  tnrrels,  and  50,000  poimds  of  maple  sugar. 

The  territory  of  Indiana  was  divided  in  1809,  when  the  territory  of  UK* 
nois  was  erected  to  comprise  all  that  part  of  Indiana  territory  west  of  the 
Wabash  river  and  a  direct  line  drawn  from  that  river  and  Vincennes  due 
north  to  the  territorial  line  l>etween  the  United  States  and  Canada.  For  the 
first  half  century  after  the  settlement  Vincennes  grew  slowly. 

The  commandants  and  priests  governed  with  almost  absolute  power ;  the 
whites  lived  in  peace  with  the  Indians.  The  necessaries  of  life  were  easily 
procured;  there  was  notfiing  to  stimulate  energy  or  progress.  In  such  a  state 
of  society  there  was  no  demand  for  learning  and  science.  Few  could  read 
and  fewer  still  could  write  their  own  names :  they  were  void  of  public  spirit, 
enterprise  or  ingenuity.  Not  imtil  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812  and  1814 
did  Indiana  take  on  her  vigorous  growth,  and  since  then  she  has  kept  pace 
with  her  sister  states.  Tn  1815  the  total  white  population  was  sixty-three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven.  February  13,  18 13,  the  Legisla- 
ture in  session  at  Vincemies  changed  flie  seat  of  government  to  Corydon. 
The  same  year  Governor  Posey  was  appointed  to  take  Governor  Harrison's 
phoe,  for  he  was  engaged  in  subduing  the  enemies  of  this  country. 

Up  to  1811  a  man  trm  f  own  at  least  fifty  acres  of  land  before  he  was 
entitled  to  cast  his  vote.  To  become  a  member  of  the  council  he  must  pos- 
sess five  hundred  acre":  of  bnd,  and  each  member  of  the  Legislature  must 
needs  own  two  hundred  acres. 

In  1814  the  territory  was  divided  into  three  judicial  districts.  The 
governor  appointed  the  judges  and  the  compensation  waji  fixed  at  seven 
hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The  same  year  two  banks  were  anthorized:  the 
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Mecfaanics  Bank  of  Madison,  with  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  Bank  of  Vinoennes,  with  a  capital  of  five  hundted  thousand  doUan. 

STATE  OBCANIZATION — Z8l6. 

The  last  territorial  Legislature  convened  at  Corydon  in  Decemlx;r,  1815, 
and  petitioned  Congress  for  autliority  to  adopt  a  state  constitution  and  main- 
tain a  state  government  The  President  approved  the  bill,  and  Indiana  was 
made  a  state.  The  following  May  an  election  was  held  for  the  selection  of 
delegates  to  a  constitutional  convention.  That  body  met  at  Cbrydon,  June 
I5tfa  to  29tb,  John  Jennings  presiding,  and  William  Hendridcs  acting  as 
secretary. 

The  representatives  in  the  constitutional  convention  were  able  men. 
The  constitution  they  there  formed  for  Indinna  in  i8i6  was  in  no  wise  in- 
ferior to  that  of  any  other  commonwealth  in  the  Union  to  that  date. 

The  first  state  dection  was  held  the  first  Monday  in  August,  18 16,  and 
Jonathan  Jennings  was  dected  governor,  Christopher  Harrison,  lieutenant 
governor,  and  William  Hendricks,  representative  to  Congress. 

The  close  of  the  war  of  1812  and  1814  was  followed  by  a  great  rush  of 
immigrants  to  the  new  state,  and  in  1820  the  state  had  more  than  doubled  its 
population,  having  at  this  time  one  hundred  forty  «evcn  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight.  From  1825  to  1830  was  one  of  prosperity  in  In- 
diana. Immigration  continued  to  come  in  rapidly,  the  crops  were  excellent, 
and  the  hopes  of  the  people  raised  higher  than  ever  before. 

THE  LAST  OF  TBB  INDIANS. 

Tn  1830  there  still  remained  on  Indiana  soil  two  tribes  of  Indians,  the 
Miamis  and  Pottawatomies.  These  were  much  opposed  to  moving  to  territory 
farther  west.  This  condition  of  unrest  was  used  by  the  celebrated  warrior. 
Black  Hawk,  who,  hoping  to  receive  aid  from  the  discontented  tribes,  in- 
vaded the  frontier  and  slaughtered  the  settlers.  Others  fled  from  their  homes 
and  a  vast  amount  of  property  was  destroyed.  This  WES  in  1832  and  was 

known  as  the  Black  Hawk  war.  The  invaders  were  driven  awny  with  severe 
punishment  and  when  those  ^\Ilo  had  abandoned  their  homes  were  assured 
that  the  Miamis  and  Pottawatomies  did  not  contemplate  joining:  the  invaders, 
they  returned  and  again  took  up  their  peaceful  vocations.  In  i837"-8  the 
Indians  were  all  removed  to  a  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  ver>'  soon 
land  speculations  assumed  lai^  proportions. 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

•  The  matter  of  making  public  hnpfovements  in  Indiana  began  to  be  freely 
tallod  of  as  early  as  1818,  and  continued  in  favor  until  1830,  when  the  people 
became  much  excited  over  the  qncstion  of  railroads. 

In  1832  work  on  puhllc  roads  and  canals  was  really  coninicnced,  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  cana!  bcinp^  the  g^reatest  of  such  undertakings.  Thirty-two 
miles  of  this  canal  were  completed  during  that  year. 

During  1836  many  other  projected  works  were  started,  and  in  1837, 
when  tiie  governor  took  the  executive  chair,  he  found  a  reaction  among  tiie 
people  in  regard  to  the  gigantic  plans  for  public  improvements.  The  fear 
that  a  state  debt  was  being  settled  on  their  shoulders  took  hold  of  the  people 
from  -whidi  they  could  never  free  thcinsclves.  The  state  had  borrowed 
$3,820,000  for  internal  works,  of  which  $1,300,000  was  for  the  construction 
of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  the  state  to  pay  annually  $200,000  interest  on 
her  public  debt,  and  the  revenue  derived  which  could  be  thus  be  applied 
amounted  to  only  $45,000  in  1838. 

In  1839  all  work  ceased  on  these  improvements  witit  one  or  two  except 
tions,  and  the  contract  surrendered  to  the  state  in  consequence  of  the  act  of 
the  Legislature  providing  for  the  compensation  of  contractors  by  the  issue  of 
tieasurv  notes. 

In  I^^40  the  svstcm  ot  improvements  enibraoetl  ten  different  works,  the 
most  important  of  which  was  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  The  aggregate 
length  of  this  system  was  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  miles. 
Of  this  only  one  hundred  and  forty  were  omipleted.  In  1840  the  state  debt 
amounted  to  eighteen  and  one-half  million  dollars.  In  1850  the  state,  having 
diandoned  public  improvement,  private  capital  and  enterprise  pushed  forward 
public  work,  and  although  the  canal  served  its  day  and  age,  it  was  finally 
superseded  by  the  railroads,  which  now  form  a  network  over  the  ^trite.  "\^*hen 
water  transportation  was  in  \  ogue  Indiana  had  one  of  the  most  extensive  and 
complete  systems  in  the  Union. 
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LOCATION. 

The  county  of  DeKalb  is  situated  directly  south  of  Steuben  county,  the 
northeastern  comer  county  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  DeKalb  county  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Defiance  county,  Ohio ;  on  the  south  by  Allen  county, 
Indiana ;  on  the  west  by  Noble  county,  Indiana;  and  on  the  north,  as  mentioned 

before,  by  Steuben  county.  The  county  is  located  in  the  basin  drained  by 
the  tributaries  of  I^ke  Erie  and  the  ]\Tississippi  river  and  is  also  drained  1)v  the 
St,  Joseph  river,  of  the  Maiimce,  inchidmg  Cedar.  Well?  to  twenty  fn  c  feet, 
reach  a  second  stratum  of  clear,  cold,  and  in  some  ca^cs,  rhalvlicatc  water 
Tube  weUs  forty-five  feet  deep,  strike  a  thin  stratum  of  clear  and  highly 
chalybeate  water.  Near  Auburn  the  water  of  this  stratum  rises  nearly  to  the 
surface  and  in  cases  becomes  artesian.  Typical  of  tiie  section  of  the  country, 
the  surface  of  the  county  is  rolling  and  undulating.  The  land  was  originally 
covered  with  the  hard  woods  of  northern  Indiana,  but  has  been  cleared,  and 
now  is  of  great  value  for  various  agricultural  pursuits. 

THE  GEOLOGY. 

The  history  of  DeKalb  county,  as  read  in  the  rock  formation  underlying 
the  soil,  proves  conclusively  that  the  county,  or  the  land  on  which  the  county 
now  rests,  was  raised  out  of  the  sea  by  the  earth  shrinkaji^e  pome  time  imme- 
diately after  the  iJevonian  [)e)io<i.  The  carboniferous,  tiie  reptilian,  and  the 
tertiary  rocks  are  not  present  in  ilic  underlying  strata;  the  Devonian  is  the 
last,  and  it  is  in  the  short  description  of  this  strata  that  the  geological  history 
of  DeKalb  county  may  be  related. 

The  English  scientists,  Murchison  and  Sedgwide,  named  the  rock  forma- 
tion  known  as  the  Devonian.  In  this  formation  are  found  fossils  of  the  first 
known  fishes.  The  largest  outcropping  of  this  rock  is  in  the  region  of 
Devonshire,  England,  but  in  Indiana,  in  DeKalb  county,  the  rock  is  corn- 
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pletdy  hidden  from  view,  covered  with  drift*  or  disintegrated  rocks.  This 
soil  was  transported  to  this  locality  from  other  fields  fay  the  great  glacier 
which  swept  down  from  north  ages  ago.  The  soil  is  a  mixture  of  clay, 
sand,  gravel,  pebble*?,  and  all  sorts  and  species  of  stones  and  boulders.  Theae 
rocks  have  no  .sharp  edges,  but  round  ones,  due  to  the  wearinj^  process  of 
the  glacial  action.  The  scratches  on  their  surfaces  are  from  the  same  source. 
Rocks  of  foreign  species  are  scattered  over  the  county,  from  w  idely  different 
localities,  havhig  been  brought  here  by  the  glacier.  The  gently  rolling 
moiinds  here  and  there  over  the  surface  of  the  county  are  deposits  of  glacial 
drift,  formed  die  same  as  if  one  were  rubbing  a  damp  powdery  substance  over 
a  anrfice.  On  the  top  of  this  drift  there  is  a  thin  vegetable  mould,  which 
composes  the  rich  soil  of  the  county. 

* 

PEAT  DEPOSITS. 

DeKalb  county  ranks  as  <Kie  of  the  medium  peat  counties  of  Indiana  in 
its  amount  of  material,  and  among  the  first  in  its  quality.  The  deposits  are 
largely  of  the  moss  variety. 

Township  33  north,  ranges  12,  13,  14  and  part  of  15  east,  have  little  or 
no  place  left  for  the  development  of  peat  beds,  due  to  the  draining  of  the 
glacial  lakes  by  the  St.  Joseph  river  and  its  tributaries.  Jackson  and  Concord 
townships  have  a  ten-acre  peat  deposit  in  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  3 
and  the  same  of  4;  the  bed  is  ccMnporativdy  shallow  and  of  fair  quality.  On 
the  place  of  S,  Franks,  in  tiie  southeast  quarter  of  section  i  (33  north,  13 
east),  and  the  soutiiwest  of  section  6  (33  north,  14  east),  is  a  ten-acre  bed  of 
peat,  which  is  shallow,  but  of  sfond  quality.  Deposits  of  this  extent  are  too 
small  for  a  peat  plant,  being  suitable  for  fuel  only,  where  it  is  spaded  out, 
stacked  up  to  dry  and  used  m  the  crude  c<indition. 

In  Jackson  township,  in  the  northwest  quarters  of  section  22,  the  south- 
east of  15,  and  tile  nortJieast  of  21,  is  located  a  peat  bed  one  mile  long  and 
one-sixth  of  a  mile  wide.  Five  different  soundings  showed  an  excellent 
thidoiess  and  a  stripping  of  about  one  and  one-half  feet.  It  is  a  dark  choco- 
late brown  in  ootor,  and  the  substratum  is  composed  largely  of  clay.  More  or 
less  high  ground  is  scattered  through  this  district  and  deposit.  In  an  old 
glacial  lake  basin  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  4  and  the  northwest  fjf  3, 
is  a  fair  bed  of  peat  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  acres.  It  has  a  stripping  of 
about  one  foot,  and  is  a  dark  brown  in  color.  In  the  northwest  and  north- 
east quarters  of  section  4  are  seventy  acres  of  peat,  on  the  Weimer  and 
Bamhart  farms. '  This  is  of  fair  quality,  brown  color,  one  foot  stripping,  and 
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a  sub-soil  of  clay.  A  deposit,  similar  in  quality  to  this  one.  is  in  the  south 
central  part  of  section  4.   This  is  a  bed  of  forty  acres,  with  a  thickness 

varying  between  six  and  twenty  feet.  This  is  an  excellent  location  for  a  peat 
plant,  as  there  are  three  deposits  in  this  section,  totaling  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  with  the  Balliniore  v't  Oliio  raihoad  bisecting  it.  On  the 
Buchanan  and  Weaver  places,  in  the  northeast  and  northwest  quarters  of 
section  8,  is  a  thirty-five-acre  peat  deposit,  of  good  quality,  being  derived 
from  the  Sphagnum  mosses.  The  bed  is  from  five  to  twenty-five  feet  in 
depth,  and  the  stripping  is  veiy  light.  Almost  all  of  the  material  is  below 
the  ground-water  level,  and  consequently  has  not  been  oxidized  in  the  presence 
of  the  air.  The  surface  is  largely  covered  from  one-half  to  two  feet  with  green 
mosses,  which  would  be  very  valuable  to  ntjrservTtien.  Immediately  beneath 
these  mosses  are  several  feet  of  a  good  (|iiality  of  peat  moss  litter,  of  a  light 
and  dark  brown  color.   Under  this  is  inccUum  brown  peat. 

In  Jackson  and  Butler  townships  peat  beds,  varying  greatly  in  thick- 
ness and  extent,  are  found  in  pockets  in  the  muck  area,  whidi  extends  east 
and  west,  with  a  length  of  about  two  and  three-quarter  miles  and  a  width  of 
one-fifth  of  a  mile.  They  are  located  in  the  northeast  and  northwest  quarters 
of  section  2c,.  the  northeast  and  northwest  of  30.  and  the  northeast  and  north- 
west of  2^.  The  area  coxered  by  these  beds  will  probably  be  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twentv-fue  acres.  In  the  eastern  porti  in  of  thi=:  area,  just 
north  of  the  center  of  section  29,  is  a  fifteen-acre  bed,  which  contains  a  good 
quality  of  peat,  being  derived  from  the  sphagnum  mosses.  1  he  stripping  is 
about  one-half  foot,  and  the  underlying  formation  is  clay.  The  thickness  of 
this  deposit  is  from  ten  to  twenty-five  feet,  with  about  one-sixth  of  its  mate- 
rial alwve  the  level  of  the  ground-water.  Advancing  westward  from  this 
bed,  in  the  muck  area,  there  are  numerous  patches  of  two  or  four  actts, 
where  the  peat  is  five  or  more  feet  in  depth  and  of  pfood  quality. 

Around  Duncan  lake,  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  31  and  the 
southwest  of  are  about  twenty  acres  of  peat,  derived  from  the  spha£;;nnm 
mosses,  and  of  good  quality.  The  peat  bed  forms  a  belt  about  one  hundred 
yards  wide  around  tfie  lake,  occurring  between  it  and  the  higher  ground.  It 
is  almost  all  beneath  the  water  levd,  and  thus  is  in  a  very  loose  condition,  and 
would  shrink  greatiy  if  drained.  The  sub-soil  is  clay,  and  the  stripping  al- 
most nothing:. 

On  the  land  owned  by  J.  Panlin  and  M.  \.  Carnahan.  in  Ihe  southeast 
quarter  of  section  3^,  is  a  peat  bed  ranj»in<y  in  thickness  from  six  to  twenty- 
five  feet.  Twenty  acres  of  clayey  peal  occur  in  the  north  central  part  of 
section  14.   The  thickness  of  the  bed  is  low  and  the  stripping  heavy.    It  is 
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«dta]de  lor  lue  only  in  tiie  crude  conditioii.  A  dqmsit  sinUIar  in  size,  quality 
and  thicfcness  is  located  in  tiie  soutii  central  part  of  section  10  and  the  north 
central  part  of  I5> 

In  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  10  arc  fifteen  acres  of  peat,  of  vary- 
ing quality,  derived  from  sphagnum  mosses.  A  little  more  than  one  mile 
south  of  Garrett,  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  9,  is  a  peat  bed  of 
about  seventy  acres,  where  peat  moss  litter  is  taken  out  on  a  coniiuercial 
scale.  Ten  or  more  acres  of  this  deposit  have  been  carefully  sounded  and  are 
judged  to  have  an  averse  thickness  of  about  forty-five  feet  Several  sound- 
ings in  the  remainder  of  the  deposit  show  a  tfiickness  of  two  to  twenty  feet 
This  moss  is  spaded  out  for  the  market ;  after  hcinp  dried  and  baled  it  is 
shipped  to  different  points  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Illinois,  where  it 
is  used  as  a  litter  for  stables,  fowl  houses,  kennels,  etc.  It  will  absorb  eight 
to  twelve  times  its  own  weight  of  water,  while  ordinary  straw  cannot  absorb 
more  than  three  times  its  own  weight.  The  state  geologist  in  his  report  for 
1906  on  the  peat  deposits  says :  "In  determining  the  value  of  peat  as  a  ferti- 
lizer it  is  doubtful  whether  any  of  the  analyses  are  of  value,  as  the  benefit 
jderived  from  peat  depends  not  so  much  on  the  chemical  composition  as  on 
the  mechanical  eflfect  of  the  peat  on  the  soil,  its  effect  in  promoting  disin- 
tegration and  solution  of  mineral  matters,  and  its  property  of  absorbing 
ammonia.  The  value  of  peat  as  a  direct  fertili?'cr  depends  on  the  nitrogenous 
organic  matter  present  and  particularly  upon  the  ammonia,  potiish,  phosplioric 
acid  and  lime.  As  these  direct  fertilizing  ingredients  rarely  form  two  per 
cent,  of  the  mass  free  from  water,  it  can  not  be  a  significant  source  of  min- 
eral fertilizer.  The  quantity  of  potash  (ICO)  in  the  ash  of  the  peats  examined 
varies  from  0.96  to  T.56% ;  the  quantity  of  phosporic  acid  (F*0^)  from  T.17 
to  T.9o'"f ."    Further  description  of  peat  as  a  product  will  be  given  later. 

Beginning  at  the  west  side  of  Garrett  and  extending  west  and  north- 
west for  one  and  one-half  milo5,  h  a  peat  Ixd  of  one  hundred  acres  The 
thickness  ranges  from  four  to  twenty-five  feet,  and  the  strippine:  will  average 
about  one  foot.  Probably  twenty  acres  of  peat  can  be  found  aronnd  the 
small  lakes  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  7.  The  tojK>gra|)hical 
position  is  that  of  an  old  glacial  lake  basin.  A  peat  bed  extends  east  and 
west  tiirough  or  near  the  centers  of  sections  13,  14,  15  and  18,  and  has  a 
length  of  three  miles  and  a  wtd^  of  from  one-ninth  to  one-third  of  a  mile. 
This  deposit  is  below  the  ground-water  level,  consequently  has  not  been 
affected  hv  oxidation  in  the  air.   The  thickness  varies  greatly. 

Tn  Union  township  there  is  an  old  q^^acial  lake  hasin,  which  contains 
several  acres  of  peat  of  varying  quality.   It  occurs  in  the  southeast  quarter  of 
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section  33  and  the  southwest  of  34.  From  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
northeast  of  Auburn  to  n  point  near  Mooresville  is  a  chain  of  peat  beds, 
which  will  comprise  several  hundred  acres  of  fair  to  good  peat,  found  in  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  27,  the  southwest  and  southeast  of  23,  and  the 
southwest  and  southeast  of  24.  Individual  deposits  are  from  two  to  thirty- 
five  acres  in  extent,  with  the  tiiickness  ranging  from  ten  to  twenty-five  feet 

In  Wilniingtvm  township  a  bed  of  muck,  one  mile  long  and  one-diird  of 
a  mile  wide,  containing  numerous  pockets  of  peat,  appears  in  the  southeast 
quarter  of  section  20,  the  southwest  and  southeast  of  21  and  the  northwest  of 
28.  The  peat  beds,  from  two  to  twenty  acre?;  in  area,  will  likelv  apfgregate 
two  hundred  acres,  and  have  a  thickness  varyinef  between  lour  and  twent}'- 
five  feet.  The  quality  of  the  material  is  from  lair  to  good,  being  partly  from 
the  sphagnum  mosses  and  partly  from  the  grasses  and  sedges.  The  stripping 
is  from  one-half  to  two  feet  On  the  Gender  farms,  in  an  old  glacial  lake 
basin,  in  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  22  and  the  southeast  of  21,  are 
forty  acres  of  peat,  underlain  by  a  clay  sub-soil.  The  thickness  of  the  bed 
will  average  five  feet,  and  the  strippin;^  alwut  one  and  one-half  feet.  In  a 
twenty-five-acre  muck  bed  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  R  and  the  north- 
west of  7,  arc  about  forty  acres  f>f  peat,  more  or  le<s  scattered  in  pocket"?  of 
ten  acres  or  less.  It  has  clay  underneath,  and  is  derived  from  the  sphagnum 
mosses.   The  stripping  is  one  and  one-half  feet. 

Ten  or  fifteen  acres  of  a  fair  qtiality  of  peat  are  found  in  Ae  mudc  bed 
in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  7,  and  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12. 
Another  small  deposit  of  ten  acres  occurs  just  west  of  the  central  part  of 
section  2.  An  area  similar  in  size  and  quality  is  found  in  the  southwest 
quarter  of  ?;ection  4. 

In  Troy  township  there  is  a  peat  deposit  in  the  northeast  and  southeast 
quarters  of  section  8  and  in  parts  of  each  of  the  quarters  of  section  9.  which 
has  a  length  of  one-half  of  a  mile  and  a  width  of  one-quarter  of  a  mile.  It  is 
of  good  quality.  Near  the  top  it  is  very  fibrous  and  bladed,  while  deeper  it 
becomes  less  fibrous  and  more  compact  The  very  fibrous  portion  is  a  good 
quality  of  peat  moss  litter  and  occurs  here  in  large  quantities.  An  old  prlacial 
lake  once  occupied  the  same  place  that  this  peat  bed  now  covers.  About 
twenty-five  acres  of  peat  occur  in  the  west  central  part  of  section  30.  of  poor 
quality  and  fair,  and  '^hallow  (hickne<«  A  deposit  of  fifteen  acres  similar  in 
qualitv  and  thickness,  is  found  in  the  east  central  part  of  section  26,  and  the 
west  central  of  25.  Another  shallow  bed  of  a  rather  poor  quality  is  located 
in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  to. 

In  Franklin  and  Smithfield  townships,  in  an  old  lake  basin'  in  the  north« 
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east,  southwest  and  southeast  qnarters  of  section  12,  Smitfafidd,  and  tibe 

southwest,  northwest  and  northeast  quarters  of  7,  Franklin,  are  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  peat,  tn  f?everal  lar^e  beds,  separated  1)y  the  hie^her 
ground  and  muck.  The  quality  ranges  between  poor  and  fair,  the  derivation 
being,  to  a  considerable  extent,  from  the  sphagnum  mosses.  About  one-third 
of  the  material  is  above  the  ground-water  level.  Fair  crops  of  onions  and 
com  are  raised  on  the  more  decomposed  porttoos. 

Forty  acres  of  a  shallow  deposit  of  peat  are  found  along  the  Lake  Shore 
railroad  in  the  northeast  and  southeast  quarters  of  section  3,  Smithfidd 
township.  Another  shallow  deposit  of  fifteen  acres  is  in  the  west  central 
part  of  section  8  and  the  east  central  of  7.  About  four  acres  of  fairly  good 
peat  is  found  around  Cedar  lake:  another  around  Indian  lake. 

Other  smaller  deposits  are  found  in  divers  places  in  the  county,  but 
are  of  little  importance. 

DEWNTTON  OF  PEAT. 

Arthur  E.  Taylor,  in  the  State  Geological  Report,  describes  peat  thusly: 
"Pfeat  i<;  a  moist.  <;pnn£ry  and  partially  carbonized  voq^ctalilc  matter,  ranging  in 
color  from  a  light  chocolate  brown  to  a  black.  W  hen  it  ha'^  remained,  for 
some  time,  in  a  state  of  imperfect  decomposition  in  the  presence  of  water,  it 
forms  a  soft,  slimy  mass,  which  is  sufficiently  tenacious  to  be  molded  into 
almost  any  form.  When  dried  this  mass  becomes  hard  and  somewhat  dark* 
ened  on  the  surface,  from  oxidation.  It  shows  an  earthy  fracture,  and  re- 
minds one  of  a  black,  carbonaceous  clay.  Where  the  peat  has  only  been  in 
this  state  of  partial  decay  for  a  brief  period  it  is  very  fibrous,  incompact  and 
often  contains  the  roots  of  the  plant<;  which  afford  the  material  from  which 
it  i<:  derived.  It  is  lighter  in  color  and  ha*^  a  lower  specific  qfravitv  than  the 
first  variety.  Tn  any  marsh  where  the  prtxrcs.s  of  peat  formation  is  going  on, 
we  find  these  two  varieties,  the  former  comprising  the  lower  and  medium 
portkms  of  the  bed,  while  the  latter  lies  near  the  surface.  Between  these  two 
varieties  the  peat  is  found  in  various  intermediate  stages  of  incomplete  pre- 
servation. Peat  in  many  localities  is  cc»nmon1y  known  by  the  terms  'muck,' 
*turf.'  and  'bog.' " 

Peat  is  formed  by  the  decaying  of  vegetable  matter  in  the  presence  of 
water.  Owing  to  tlie  numerous  lakes  in  the  northern  part  of  Indiana,  the 
many  peat  beds  are  there  found.  Gradually,  through  the  ages  of  time,  lakes 
have  been  gradually  filled  up  by  vegetation.  The  mosses  form  around  the 
edges  of  the  lake,  tfien  spread  out  upon  the  surface.  It  dowly  thickens,  and 
the  decayed  matter  falls  from  the  sides  and  accumulates  on  the  bottom  of  the 
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lake.  First  this  covering  is  very  thin,  but  later  becomes  of  sufficient  srength 
for  a  man  to  p!ace  his  weight  thereon.  Then  it  is  "called  by  the  familiar  term 
of  "quaking  bog."  Tf  the  accumulation  continues  for  a  Ions:  pciiod  the  lake 
becomes  filled  conipkltly,  and  if  sufficient  decomposition  beneath  the  ground- 
water level  had  ensued,  would  become  a  "peat  bed." 

The  water,  however,  for  the  forming  of  peat  beds  does  not  have  to  be  in 
the  form  of  a  lake.  In  Indiana  there  are  examples  of  peat  having  been  formed 
above  the  ground-water  level.  In  an  ordinary  dry  forest  the  vegetation  soon 
becomes  blackened  and  decomposed,  the  carbon  passing  off  as  carbon-dioxide 
and  the  inorganic  matter  being  left  as  a  residue.  \'^ear  water  the  vegetation 
decays  more  slnwly  ami  the  arrTinmlatinn  q^airx  on  the  decnmjxi'^ition.  This  is 
the  result  of  tlie  fact  thai  where  water  is  present  the  air  cannot  come  into 
free  contact  with  the  carbon,  and  this  element  is  largely  retained,  while  much 
of  the  inflammaUe  substance  is  given  off,  thus  improving  the  fuel  quality  of 
the  v^ietation. 

ECONOMIC  VALUE  OP  PEAT. 

As  a  fuel,  peat  has  served  its  purjjo^e  since  a  lime  prior  to  the  Christian 
era.  Tliny,  in  his  natural  history,  speaks  uf  it.  In  America  the  exhaustion 
of  coal  fields  and  other  causes  has  caused  peat  to  be  used  very  largely  as  fuel. 
Briquettes  are  oblong  blocks  of  compressed  peat,  and  are  excellent  sources  of 
heat.  The  value  of  peat  as  a  fertilizer  is  discussed  fully  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  Peat  charcoal  is  a  valuable  filtering  agent.  Peat  coke  is  also  widely 
used,  and  the  by-products  from  the  coke  are  worth  as  much  or  more  than  the 
coke.  A<=  a  <:ourre  of  prndnrer  qfas.  peat  is  of  great  economic  worth.  Peat 
gas  is  \  alue(l  al)o\  e  coal  i:as  in  the  steel  industry  on  account  of  its  greater 
freedom  from  suliiluir  and  phosphorus. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  DeKalb  county  peat  is  as  follows:  Moisture, 
I05*C,  17.16;  volatile,  air  dried.  73.31 ;  fixed  carbon,  air  dried,  22.53;  coke, 
air  dried,  26.67;  ^sh,  air  dried,  4.14:  nitrogen,  air  dried.  2.56;  sulphur,  oven 
dried.  0,74 ;  per  cent,  of  P*0"  in  ash,  1.90;  per  cent,  of  K'O  in  ash,  1.56. 

THE  fauna;  past  and  present. 

If  one  were  in  doubt  of  the  existence  at  one  time  of  many  different 
species  of  wild  animals  in  DeKalb  county  one  has  but  to  read  of  the  days  of 
the  pioneer  and  Indian,  when  the  streams  were  filled  with  fish,  eager  for  the 
bait,  and  animals  of  all  descriptions  roamed  the  forest  aisles,  only  wailing  for 
the  trapper's  bullet.   The  pioneers'  tables  were  well  filled  with  wild  meats  in 
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those  days,  but  now  the  many  beasts  native  to  this  locality  have  disappeared, 
or  at  least  are  too  lew  to  be  of  vahie.  The  hnffalo,  elk  aiul  deer  were  tlic  tirsl 
to  fall  before  the  white  man.  Twcnl>  years  ago  the  last  deer  was  shot.  The 
pantber  and  two  species  of  the  wildcat  once  snarled  from  die  trees  of  DeKalb 
ooitnty  and  made  traveling  dangerous  to  the  settler,  but  it  has  been  fift/  years 
since  one  of  these  fdines  has  been  seen.  The  porcupine,  beaver  and  black  bear 
have  forsaken  their  haunts  for  even  a  longer  period,  and  the  minks,  weasels, 
sktinks,  for  whom  a  diligent  search  wa?  nnce  made  on  account  of  the  value 
of  tlieir  fur,  have  largely  disappeared.  The  different  squirrels  remain  so  long 
as  there  are  spots  of  forest  land  in  the  county,  but  with  the  diminishing 
trees  they,  too,  go.  Moles,  rabbits  and  bats  are  stili  existent,  also  muskrats. 
Gray  wolves  are  extuict,  and  also  the  fox  family.  Groundhogs,  or  wood- 
chucks,  are  occasionally  discovered,  but  very  rarely.  Wild  hogs  are  an  ant< 
mal  of  the  past,  most  of  this  valuable  species  being  domesticated. 

The  ateence  of  lange  lakes  and  streams  in  DeKalb  county  has  been  a 
force  to  restrict  the  variety  of  fishes.  There  are,  however,  some  interesting 
families  for  the  ichthyologist. 

The  stickleback  family  are  grorst  eanie  fish.  There  are  many  species  in 
this  family,  and  each  has  a  popular  n;une,  such  as  black  bass,  green  or  Osage 
bass,  big  blade  sun-fish  or  rock  bass,  goggle-eye,  and  the  common  sun-fish. 
These  fish  have  diminished  greatly.  There  are  no  perdi  in  tiie  county,  al- 
tfaoo^  at  one  time  veiy  common.  Another  fish  that  has  largely  disappeared 
is  the  pike,  also  the  pickerel  and  gar  pikes.  The  suckers,  buffalo,  red  horse, 
and  white  are  fish  of  the  past.  Fish  of  the  cat  fish  family  arc  still  common, 
but  have  deteriorated,  the  best  one  weighing  not  over  a  poinid  and  a  half. 
Among  them  are  the  channel,  blue  and  yellow,  bull-head.  There  are  several 
varieties  of  chubs,  silver  sides,  and  minnows  in  the  smaller  streams. 

Rqitiles  have  at  one  time  been  common  to  DeKalb  county,  some  twenty- 
three  species  existit^. ,  The  laiger  ones  have  been  exterminated.  Two  species, 
the  copperhead  and  massanger,  are  venomous.  The  smaller  species,  like 
toads,  are  useful  to  the  country,  for  they  prey  on  destroying  animals  like 
mice  and  moles.  The  li^rard  family  is  represented  here  by  such  animals  as  the 
salamander,  which  is  a  useful  one,  having  as  their  prey  flies  and  other  pests. 
There  have  iRcn  eighteeti  ^ix-cies  of  these  animals  here.  The  largest  attains  a 
length  of  about  eight  inches,  and  is  of  a  black  color,  with  large,  irregular  black 
spots.  Another  sptd»  is  wholly  of  a  yellow  color ;  and  yet  anodier  is  a  bril- 
liant red  and  haunts  cold  springs.  The  second  in  sice  is  Uie  mud  alligator,  or 
water  dog;  and  another  has  external  gtlte  for  breathing  in  water.  There  are 
five  species  of  frogs  and  five  of  toads.  Four  are  tree  toads.  One  species  of 
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frog  is  subterranean,  digging  backwards  into  the  earth  with  its  hind  feet, 
which  are  shaped  like  a  shovel.  It  appears  on  the  surface  o£  the  tjround  in 
breeding  ttme,  after  the  Grander  showers  of  April,  and  in  the  evening,  and  is 
recognized  by  the  loud»  discordant  croak  it  emits. 

In  DeKalb  county  are  found  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  different  qiecies 
of  the  bird  family.  The  singers  outnumber  the  others,  although  tiie  really  good 
singers  are  in  the  minority. 

The  thrushes  are  the  best  singine:  birds  of  the  county,  namely,  the 
wood-thrush.  The  song  of  the  thrush  has  hcx-n  the  inspiration  of  the  greatest 
poets  of  the  world;  the  thrush's  song  is  varied  and  lunetal,  and  is  unequaled 
fay  that  of  any  other  bird.  The  olive-backed  thrash,  the  brown  thrush,  and 
die  robin  are  all  migratory  birds,  and  have  songs  second  to  the  wood-thrush. 
The  hermit  and  olive-backed  thrushes  are  common  to  the  spring  of  the  year ; 
the  robins  and  cat-birds  haunt  the  gardens  and  orchards,  preferring  civiliza- 
tion to  the  wildncss  of  the  wood<?,  pcrha]is  feelinp'  more  <;ecnre  there  from  the 
prcyiiif;^  birds.  The  brown  tlirush  is  ofttime?  found  in  the  thickets  of  the 
hazel-brush,  and  briers,  which  follow  old  fences  and  brush  heaps;  in  the  latter 
place  the  nest  is  generally  built.  The  food  of  this  family  consists  of  grass- 
hoppers, beetles,  snails,  spiders,  caterpillars  and  small  fruits  and  berries. 

The  Uuebird  is  the  only  species  of  that  family  in  the  county,  and  it  stays 
from  spring  to  fall,  nesting  in  bird-houses,  fence-posts,  decayed  trees  and 
feeds  on  winged  insects,  worms,  ^grasshoppers,  spiders,  and  a  few  berries.  It 
is  a  natiTfnl  enemy  to  the  song-birds,  but  is  defeated  by  the  English  sparrow, 
which  attack  in  droves. 

The  golden -crowned  and  rnby-crowned  kinglets  and  the  blue-gray  gnat- 
snatcher  are  common  during  tlie  spring  and  fall.  The  latter  is  often  found  in 
the  winter,  and  the  gnat-snatdier  is  here  during  the  summer.  The  kinglets 
nest  most  often  in  the  region  of  the  lakes,  but  the  gnat-snatcher  nests  here, 
usually  building  his  nest  high  up  in  the  oaks. 

The  white-bellied  and  red-bellied  nuthatch  are  veiy  common  to  this 
locality,  being  found  in  woodlands  and  orchards,  their  nests  built  in  holes  in 
the  trees.   Their  food  consists  of  ants,  egc^'^  of  injects,  and  seeds. 

The  black-capped  chickadee,  or  titmouse,  the  sole  member  of  this  fam- 
ily here,  feeds  upon  insects,  berries,  seeds,  crumbs  and  meat,  and  nests  in  the 
woods  the  whole  year ;  during  the  winter  is  found  dose  to  the  house  searching 
for  sweepings. 

The  Carolina  wren  is  a  rare  bird,  whidi  occasionally  gets  this  far  north. 
However,  the  house  wren  is  common.   The  winter  wren,  the  long-billed 
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marsh  wren  and  the  short -hilled  niareh  wren  are  common  residents  of  this 
lo^ity.   They  feed  on  inserts  alone. 

The  homed  lark  is  a  winier  resident,  sometimes  breeding  here.  Barren 
and  gravelly  fields  are  the  abiding  place  of  this  binl,  and  it  lives  on  iisects 
and  seeds.  When  the  ground  is  hidden  in  snow  these  birds  majr  be  found  f eed- 
iug  OQ  tfie  droppings  of  stock  abtmt  tiie  form.  The  titlark  is  also  a  bird  with 
similar  habits  to  the  above. 

The  warblers  are  very  nnmcrotis  in  this  cotmty.  The  l)lack  and  white 
creeper  resides  here  in  the  summer,  nesting  on  the  g^romid,  prctcrahly  beside  a 
fallen  log.  The  blue  yellow-backed  warbler,  a  rare  migratory  bird,  is  some- 
times found  in  the  tree-tops  of  the  forest  The  blue-winged  yellow  warbler 
is  very  uncommon,  also  die  orange-crowned  waibler.  The  blue  golden- 
winged  warfoter  is  comnum,  and  the  Nashinlle  and  Tennessee  variety.  The 
ydlow,  the  black-throated  green,  the  black-throated  falue^  the  blue,  the  yellow- 
rumpcd,  the  blackbumian,  the  bladc-poIl,  the  yellow  red-poll,  and  the  chest- 
nut-sided warblers  are  all  common — some  of  them  abundant;  and  all  of  them 
are  mie^rator\-  birds.  The  bay-breasted,  the  Cape  May,  the  prairie,  the  yellow- 
throated  and  Kirtland's  warlders  are  rare.  The  golden-crowned  thrush  is 
rare,  but  uses  this  locality  as  a  breeding  ground.  The  Connecticut  warbler,  a 
good  singer,  is  rare  here.  The  Ifaryland  ydlow-throat  is  oocasionaUy  seen, 
and  the  Uack<afq>ed  fly-catching  waitter  is  common  during  the  spring  and 
lalL  The  Canada  fly-catching  wai1>ter  and  the  red  start  are  very  common. 

Tlie  scarlet  tanager  is  common,  but  the  summer  red-bird  is  not  so  fre- 
quently seen..  This  is  a  large  family,  but  little  represented  in  this  part  of 
the  country*. 

The  swallow  is  a  very  common  bird  in  the  county.  There  are  several 
species,  namely:  the  bam,  cHflF  or  cave,  white-bellied,  and  the  Ixmk  or  sand 
swallow.  The  purple  martin,  a  member  of  this  family,  has  been  driven  out 
by  tiie  sparrow.   The  swallows  feed  exclusively  on  winged  injects. 

The  shrikes  or  butcher-lnrds  are  represented  here.  The  great  Northern 
shrike  is  rare,  but  the  logger-head  shrike  is  common.  They  are  a  very 
quarrelsome  bird,  particularly  among  themselves.  Their  food  consists  of 
large  inserts,  mice  and  email  birds  and  snakes.  One  habit  of  theirs  is  to 
impale  their  prey  on  thorns  or  twigs  and  leave  it  there  for  future  visits. 

The  finch  and  sparrow  family  are  very  numerous.  Among  the  species 
are  pine  grosbeak,  purple  finch,  white^winged  and  red  cross-bills,  red-poll 
lumet,  pine  linnet,  goldfinch,  or  ydlow  bird,  snow-bunting,  Laptong  long- 
spur.  Savannah  sparrow,  bay-viringed  bunting,  ydlow-winged,  Henslow's  and 
Lincoln's  sparrows,  swamp  and  song  sparrows,  snow-Urd,  mountain  sparrow, 
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chipping  and  field  sparrows,  white-throated  and  white-crowned  sparrows, 
English  sparrow,  fox  sparrow,  bladc-throated  bunting,  rose-breasted  grosbeak, 
indigo  bird,  towhee  bunting  or  chewink.  Except  during  the  breeding  season, 
birds  of  this  family  feed  upcMi  seeds,  and  those  whidi  are  residents  during 

the  entire  year  eat  very  little  during  the  breeding  season,  and  feed  their  \  oung 
ahnost  entirely  on  insects.  The  rose-breasted  grosbeak  is  the  only  bird 
known  to  feed  on  the  potato  bnc;  anti  the  white-crowned  sparrow  feeds  on 
the  grapc-vinc  tlca-Iieelle.  The  eommon  yell>jw  bird  prefers  the  seeds  of  the 
thistle  and  lettuce.  The  chewee,  or  chewink,  and  the  fox  sparrow  scratch 
for  the  hibernating  insects  and  snails.  The  cross^bills  feed  on  the  seeds  in 
tfie  pine  cones,  and  the  English  sparrow  extracts  the  seeds  contained  in  the 
droppings  of  animals. 

The  blackbird  family  is  represented  by  the  following  species :  the  bobo- 
link, a  sonpfster;  the  cow-bird,  or  cow  black-bird,  which  frequents  old  pas- 
ture lands  and  wood  edges  in  summer;  this  cow-liird  Imilds  no  nest  of  its 
own,  but  invades  the  nests  of  smaller  birds  and  there  fleposifs  its  eggs. 
There  is  the  red-winged  blackbird,  comnioa  in  summer;  meadow  lark;  or- 
duird  and  Balthnore  orioles;  rusty  bladcbh-d,  or  gracklc,  is  connncMi  for  a  few 
weeks  in  the  spring;  and  the  crow  bbckbird.  Insects  and  grains  constitute 
the  food  of  these  birds.  The  cow  birds  destroy  the  eggs  and  young  of  other 
birds,  and  the  orioles  feed  on  hairy  caterpillars  and  some  of  the  small  fruits. 

The  common  crow  is  a  migratory  bird,  flying  to  the  southward  at  the 
first  approach  of  winter.    The  birds  of  this  family  are  omnivorous. 

Of  the  tly-catcher  familv,  the  kintr-hlrH  is  frerpiently  seen  in  the  sum- 
mer in  orchards  and  in  the  edges  of  the  woods.  The  great-crestetl  tly-catcher 
is  abundant  in  the  forest,  and  uses  snake-skins  in  the  construction  of  its  nest. 
The  pewee,  the  wood  pewee,  the  least  fly«catcher,  yellow-bellied  fly  catcher, 
are  others  of  this  family  common  to  DeKalb  county.  They  subsist  on  the 
winged  insects. 

Other  birds  common  to  this  locality,  and  of  different  families,  are:  The 
whippoorwill  and  night  hawk,  nocturnal  birds;  chimney  swallow;  humming- 
birds; king-fishers;  black-hilled  cuckons,  or  rain-crows;  hair)',  downy,  yellow- 
bellied,  red-l)ellied,  red-hcadcd  and  golden-winged  wood-peckers;  great 
homed,  mottled,  screetch,  long-eared,  short-eared,  bam,  owls;  hawks,  in- 
duding  the  marsh,  sharp  shinned.  Cooper's  sparrow,  red-tailed,  red  shoulder- 
ed, broad-winged,  rough-legged  or  blade  and  fish.  The  white-tailed  kite,  the 
goshawk,  the  pigeon  hawk,  Swainson's  hawk  and  the  bald  eagle  are  more  rare. 
The  turkey  buzzard,  pigeon  family,  wild  turkev.  cronsc.  plovers,  sandpipers, 
herons,  cranes,  rails,  gulls,  loons,  grebes  are  seen  in  this  county.    Ducks  are 
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represented  here  by  the  mallard  type,  the  black,  big  black  head,  little  black 
head,  ring-necked,  red-head,  goldcn-eye,  butter-ball,  ruddy  and  fish  ducks, 
btant  and  Canada  geese,  widgeon,  golden^winged  alkd  blue-winged  teal  and 
die  hooded  merganser.  The  pintail,  gadwall,  shoveler,  wood  duck,  canvas- 
back,  long-tailed  and  red-breasted  mei^janser  are  very  rare. 

GAMS  PR£S£IIV£. 

The  game  preserve  in  DeKalb  county  ocmtains  five  tiioosand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  acres  of  rolling  and  level  land,  lying  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Snuthfield  township  and  extending  into  Giant  township.  One-tentii 
of  the  preser\  c  is  w  oodland  and  there  is  much  copse  and  young  wood  tivottgh- 
out  the  remainder.  The  water  supply  consists  of  Cedar  Lake  and  Cedar 
creek,  with  its  tributaries. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


EAttLY  SETTLEMENT  OF  COUNTY. 

Pioneer  history,  at  its  best,  is  an  elusive  subject.  Records  in  the  days 
when  our  fathi.r>  hcued  their  homes  from  the  wilderness  were  not  preserved, 
and  conscqucnily  the  few  sources  of  information  ni  ri.;^arcl  to  the  faraway 
days  are  treasures  which  must  be  guarded  zealously  by  the  future  men  and 
women  of  the  county,  lest  the  tales  and  deeds  of  the  sturdy  settlers  be  lost 
from  view.  Pioneer  history  grows  with  the  telling;  there  is  glamour  and 
interest  centering  around  the  hardships  and  hard- fought  battles  of  the  early 
day  which  will  bear  the  retelling  mnnlierless  times.  W  hat  if  bits  of  imagina- 
tion arc  introduced  in  the  retelling; .\ny  life  is  prosaic  in  the  stern  reality, 
and  iKirrative  In-auty  is  added  l»y  the  coloration  of  the  pure  facts;  of  course, 
adherence  to  the  facts  is  a  prune  requisite. 

Settlements  were  miles  apart  in  the  early  nineteenth  century,  and  social 
intercourse  was  diffiailt.  Log  rollings,  husking  bees,  barbeates.  cabin  build- 
ings, and  other  pioneer  entertainments  afforded  the  only  opportunities  for  the 
people  to  congregate  together,  and  these  |>eriod8  were  generally  ni  nths 
apart.  So  tlic  pioneer  lived  alone  with  his  family,  in  the  silent  and  mighty 
forest,  sallving  out  Ijefnrr  dawn  to  shoot  the  gntnc  for  tlie  day'«  f<«Kl  sup- 
plv  or  to  cast  a  line  in  liie  stream  nearby.  The  clothes  were  maniitactured 
bv  the  woman  who  sat  for  davs  before  the  loom;  linscv-woolscv  and  home- 
spun,  adorned  with  skins  of  smaH  aninmls,  were  the  popular  weaves.  A 
hardiness  of  soul  and  body  was  the  result  of  this  life,  and  men  were  siteel- 
cast.  Today's  civilization  is  deteriorating,  but  the  effects  of  money  and 
luxuries  are  too  near  to  us  to  merit  discission  in  a  work  such  as  this  volume. 
It  is  to  the  first  men  of  the  county  and  their  influence  upon  the  building  up 
of  the  county,  that  this  chapter  must  serve. 

PiaST  SBTTLERS. 

The  first  settler  known  to  ha  v  entered  the  boutids  <»f  DeKalb  count)'  to 
make  a  permanent  settlement  was  John  Houlton.  He  was  Ixjrn  in  Highland 
countv.  Ohio,  on  Scptemlier  2t,  iSf^i  Tie  built  the  first  hoine  in  the  county 
here  on  .section  i.  Franklin  township,  where  he  resided  until  ins  death,  June 
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2,  1875.  Having  married  Miss  Sarah  Fee  <m  r'thrnnry  1833.  Houlton.  in 
September  of  the  same  year,  took  three  hired  men,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  cross- 
cut aaw  and  a  fro,  came  un  to  forty  acrei  which  he  had  entered  and  in  four 
days  had  cut  the  logs  for,  and  raised  and  covered  a  house.  Settlers  prior  to 
1S40  were  presented  with  canes  made  from  the  timbers  of  this  first  cabin. 

Hotdton  hauled  out  and  buried  twenty  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  left  them 
until  he  moved  on  a  month  later,  and  the  Ifidians,  then  numerous,  left  the 
vegetables  undisturl)ed.  Here,  tiien,  in  iB33»  we  find  the  log  cabin  of  John 
Houlton  alone  in  the  \vildernes<:.  its  occupants  ten  miles  from  Denmark,  the 
nearest  settlement.  Grain  was  hrout^ht  from  the  prairies,  Cfround  at  White 
Pidgeon,  and  tlien  with  niaay  struggles  in  mire-holes,  creeks  and  sloughs, 
this  heroic  pioneer  journeyed  homeward.  Night  after  night  passed  at  the 
little  cabin,  where  devoted  wife  and  sister  and  daughter  awaited  his  return, 
the  howling  of  the  wolves  and  the  half-human  scream  of  the  panther  awak- 
ing their  solicitude  for  the  dear  one  absent. 

In  1834,  John  Fee  entered  land  to  the  amount  of  over  five  hundred  acres, 
partly  in  DeKalb  and  partlv  in  Steuben.  He  wa*;  followed  by  Charle-^  Bf>ver 
and  later  by  Luther  Keep,  Charles  Crain.  and  I'c'tur  Il-n  er.  During  the  \  ear 
1834.  eight  pioneers  moved  into  the  county  by  way  01  i'ort  Wayne.  Their 
names  are;  i'eter  Fan.  and  his  .sons  Abram  and  Charles;  Charles  F.  Crouse, 
George  Delong.  and  Andrus,  Jacob  and  John  Surface.  On  October  rst, 
they  entered  Butler  towndtif^  with  a  four-horse  team  and  a  wagon.  They 
cut  their  road  from  Squire  CasweH's  in  Allen  county,  beyond  Huntertown, 
five  miles  to  the  place  where  they  settled,  and  also  a  good  share  of  the  way 
from  I'ori  \\ "a\  ne,  as  the  track  n  a^;  too  narrow  and  crooked  for  a  four-horse 
team.  ( )ur  ])Iaii.  <aid  Nhrnm  I'air,  wa«;  to  come  out.  build  cabins,  make  a 
l>egirming.  an<l  then  n  turn  to  winter  in  oiu  oUi  hunjcs  in  .Montgomery  county, 
Ohio,  and  bring  nn  tlie  families  in  the  spring.  Provisions  for  the  trip  were 
brought  along,  e.xcepting  meat  which  was  expected  to  be  obtained  by  killing 
deer,  but  deer  were  found  quite  scarce  that  season,  and  there  was  a  consequent 
disappointment.  One  day  Andrew  Surface  found  a  hollow  tree  on  Black 
Creek :  a  Iwar  had  gnawed  a  hole  and  helped  himself  to  the  store  of  honey,  but 
upon  chopping  into  the  tree  six  gallons  of  honev  were  obtained  lUe  trees 
were  soon  found  afterwards,  and  a  supply  obt.iinrd  to  la'-t  the  cntirt-  jiarty 
twenty  days,  and  on  their  return  to  Ohio,  they  to<»k  al«»ng  twcni\  -one  gallons 
of  strained  huney.  The  honey-bee  is  seen  to  have  preceded  the  settlement 
of  the  county,  and  bee  hunters  were  successful.  Then  the  bee-moth  threat- 
ened to  exterminate  the  insect,  but  later  S.  Rogers  and  L  Diehl  had  large 
apiaries,  and  made  bee  culture  a  success.   During  the  following  year,  settlers 
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entered  land  in  ditTcrcnt  parts  of  the  county,  and  soon  the  work  of  brush 
burning,  log  rolling,  rail  splitlini^,  and  cabin  raising  was  under  headwav. 
Clearings  were  met  with  at  wide  intervals,  and  the  dense  forest  of  the  county 
re-echoed  to  the  strdm'of  die  ax,  as  trees  came  crashing  and  thundering  down. 

In  theearly  part  of  ^e  year  1836  comparatively  few  settlers  were  located 
within  the  bounds  of  what  is  now  DeKalb  county.  Homer  Blake,  below 
Spencerville ;  David  Butler;  Samuel  Wasson:  John  Mathews:  Mr  "S'ates,  near 
Spencerville;  Mr.  Rhodes  and  sons;  Jeremiah  Rhodes;  Mr.  Brandt  and  Cran- 
nel  Rood,  also  near  Spencerville ;  ^^^■lliam  Mathews ;  Georp^t*  and  David 
Mathews;  Mr.  L.yt\e  and  Jarcd  I]all,  near  OrnniEreviUe ;  Washintjton  Robinson, 
on  the  present  site  of  Newville;  and  William  Kodgers  and  Jacob  Platter,  near 
Newville;  were  those  who  resided  here  before  the  year  1836,  most  of  them 
in  ^  southern  part  of  tfie  present  area  known  as  DeKalb  county.  This  was 
before  the  formal  organization  of  the  county  of  DeKalb.  A  portion  of  tfie 
territory  was  attached  to  Lagrange  and  a  portion  to  Allen  county. 

Early  in  the  year  1836,  Jrilm  Blair  settled  on  a  farm,  on  which  place  he 
lived  his  entire  life.  Charles  Wilber,  near  Orangeville:  \\'iniatn  Burlcy.  in 
the  same  locality :  Joseph  Ludwic::  Judge  W'alden  and  Ariel  Rood,  farther  up 
the  river.  Toward  the  end  oi  the  year  Judge  Samuel  Widney  located  on  the 
farm  where  he  spent  Hat  rest  of  his  days,  and  John  P.  Widney  on  the  hxm 
owned  now  by  A.  I.  Richmond;  Benjamin  Alton  on  the  farm  which  was 
later  the  Dr.  Herrtngton  (dace;  Dr.  Babcock  on  another  farm;  and  Asher 
Cobum  and  relatives,  in  the  Cobum  settlement.  During  the  same  season 
Wesley  I^rk  settled  on  the  site  of  Auburn,  and  laid  out  the  town. 

EARLY  LIFE. 

The  pioneer,  in  his  journey  to  the  county,  met  with  many  reverses,  in  one 
form  or  another.  He  traveled  through  untrodden  forest.s,  [tohd  and  rowed 
his  boat  along  swollen  streams,  and  often  was  delayed  for  days  by  accidents. 
Roads  had  to  he  cut  through  the  forest  and  improvi-ed  bridsjes  constructed 
over  the  larger  .strcam.s.  A  good  illustration  of  the  method  of  pioneer  travel 
is  the  experience  of  Judge  Widney,  from  central  Pennsylvania. 

From  his  home  in  the  last  mentioned  state.  Judge  Widney  came  by  canal 
to  the  Allegheny  mountains,  over  the  motmtains  by  steam  road,  then  again 
by  canal  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  thence  by  wagons  through  the  black  swamp  to  Fort 
Y  ,1  II  ,  Indiana.  On  terseback  he  and  his  wife  came  up  the  Indian  trail 
along  the  St.  T<)Sep1i  river,  while  hi«  family,  in  care  of  John  P.  Widney  and 
wife,  came  in  the  pirogue  of  Judge  Walden  and  Thomas  Gorrell,  who  had 
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come  down  for  provisions.  The  pirogue  was  ''poled'*  along  the  river,  and 
everytlung  went  well  until  they  reached  a  ripple  near  David  Buder^s  home, 
when  the  boat,  having  turned  broadside  against  the  current,  was  capsized* 

precipitating  the  occupants  in  the  stream.  The  goods  floated  down  stream 
and  the  j^cople  flotmdered  around  in  the  water  which  v  ri<,  at  that  point,  three 
or  four  feet  deep.  Some  of  the  larger  children  succeeded  in  getting  ashore, 
while  the  wife  of  Jolin  P.  Widney  grasped  a  five-year-old  child  (afterward 
Mr.  Widney 's  second  wife)  and  helped  her  to  the  bank.  The  men  scattered 
down  the  river  to  retain  the  luggage  which  had  floated  down.  One  trunk 
containmg  a  consida^ble  sum  of  money,  was  recovered  fully  a  mile  from 
the  scene  of  the  accident. 

Joseph  Miller,  the  fir.st  surveyor  of  DeKalb  county,  and  his  father  trans- 
ported their  ^oods  by  way  of  Fort  ^^'ayne  to  Shryock'?  mill,  and  from  thence 
to  the  farm  aNint  a  mile  below  Auburn.  They  were  idrced  to  cut  their  path 
through  the  dense  forest.  They  left  the  most  of  their  goods  and  their  families 
on  the  Maumee,  and  penetrated  the  woods,  going  east,  by  means  of  a  small 
pocket  compass,  to  the  St.  Joseph,  circling  the  worst  and  impassable  swamps. 
Th^  cut  a  road  back,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  in  order  that  their  wagons 
might  pass,  and  also  had  to  bridge  a  tamarack  swamp  on  the  route.  This 
raad  was  afterward  known  as  "Millers  trace,"  and  served  as  a  hitjhway  for 
many  emiErraiits.  Tt  was  located  where  the  road  now  nms  westward  from  the 
St.  Joseph  ri\  er,  at  the  place  of  Ti'dsfc  Widney's. 

The  closest  mill  and  market  to  the  DeKalb  county  settlement  was  at  Fort 
Wayne,  about  twenty-six  miles  from  the  center  of  the  river  colony  by  land, 
and  nearly  as  far  hy  the  meandering  river.  There  were  no  wagon*Toads  then, 
consequently  the  river  was  mostiy  utilized  as  a  highway.  Pirogues— large 
canoes  hollowed  from  a  tree  trunk,  preferably  the  poplar — were  used  as 
vdaides  of  navigation.  They  were  generally  three  or  four  feet  wide,  and 
seventv  to  ei.Cfhtv  feet  Innc^,  thti*?  would  rarrv  quite  an  amount  of  merchandise 
and  i>rovisions.  Poles  and  paddle^  fiirnislied  tlie  motive  jxiwer,  The  task 
of  poling  these  cumbersome  boats  up  the  river,  esjjecially  when  the  water  was 
too  high  for  the  poles  to  touch  bottom,  can  easily  be  imagined. 

Mr.  Rhodes,  of  Newville,  and  Samuel  Wasson.  of  Spencerville,  were  at 
one  time  compelled  to  pole,  or  pidl,  a  loaded  pirogue  all  the  way  from  Fort 
Wayne  to  Spencerville  by  holdins,^  to  the  willows  and  other  bushes  along  the 
river  bank.  Tt  took  them  a  full  week  to  make  the  journey.  T>atc  in  Novem- 
her.  tR^*^,  John  P.  Widney  and  a  pnrty  came  up  with  a  load  of  provisions. 
The  river  was  swollen  from  the  fall  rains,  and  the  "slush  ice"  wa-^  running. 
Whenever  the  men  drew  their  poles  from  the  water  the  water  turned  to  ice 
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on  the  poles,  and  these  had  tn  !)€  handled  with  hare  hands,  as  gloves  or  ttlittens 
could  not  l)e  used.   This  journey  also  required  a  full  week. 

Provisions  at  Kort  \\  ayne  at  this  time  were  not  very  plentiful.  Flour 
sold  for  fourteen  dollars  per  harrel.  and  was  of  an  inferior  prade  at  that. 
Com  in  the  ear  was  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hushel,  and  .salt  was  two 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel.  Other  necessities  were  correspond- 
ingly high  in  value. 

Thus,  the  early  settlers  of  DeKalb  county  were  frequently  in  a  predica- 
ment in  regard  to  their  necessary  provisions.  The  distance  was  great  and  the 
prices  alnTost  prohibitive.  In  fact,  many  families  went  hungry,  with  no 
means  to  supply  them^clvc?  with  aderitiate  provisions.  Potatoes  were  n^ed 
fnr  evervthin£3f  at  time>,  even  tor  brcaii,  and  then,  some  famihes  considered 
themselves  h»rtunaie  to  get  a  few  potatoes.  Other  families  lived  on  wild 
vegetables  gathered  from  the  surrounding  forest,  and  cooked  as  greens,  with 
milk  and  beech  bark.  Fever  and  ague  often  visited  one  of  these  homes,  and 
the  utmost  energy  and  strategy  was  required  to  prevent  a  complete  loss  of  the 
home. 

THE  LOG  HOKE. 

The  It>g  cabin  uf  ilie  early  settler  has  practically  di.sajjpeared  trom  the 
state.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how  these  primitive  homes  were  built,  and  the 
material  used  in  their  construction.  The  average  cabin  was  about  sixteen  by 
eighteen  feet  in  size,  and  just  high  enough  for  the  joists  below  the  first  rib. 
The  log^  are  cut  one  day  and  hauled  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  cabin,  where 
they  are  laid  out.  The  next  day  the  neighbors  from  miles  around  come  in 
and  assist  in  the  work  n!  throwinq'  tij)  ilie  lo^i^s.  Puncheons  are  split  for  the 
floors,  one  side  being  dressed  off  even  with  the  axe.  ahivL;e(her  al>ntit  two 
inches  tliitk.  The  heavy  ribs  are  fastened  lo  the  logs,  and  clapboards  put 
on  the  top.  overlapping  a  third  over  each  other.  Heavy  weight  poles  are  laid 
along  these  clapboards  to  keep  them  in  place.  Butting  poles  arc  placed  on  the 
eave-bearer,  projecting  some  two  feet  from  the  wall  line  of  the  cabin.  A 
back  wall  is  built  of  clay  in  the  end  of  the  cabin  in  which  the  ow  ner  intends 
to  have  his  fireplace.  The  chimney,  supported  by  sapling  uprights,  is  built  of 
alternate  layers  of  mud  and  sticks.  The  windows  are  cut  ft  tm  the  ]o<rs,  and 
greased  paper  fastened  over  the  aperture  to  ])ermit  light  to  tntei  This  con- 
stitutes the  structure  of  the  cabin  itself,  but  there  still  remains  the  probletn 
of  furm"shing  the  interior.  Puncheons  are  used  to  make  the  tables,  rough 
chairs,  benches  and  beds. 
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BARLY  UiBOB. 

Horses  vrere  very  scarce  in  the  early  days,  and  consequently  a  great  deal 
of  the  labor  incident  to  farming  had  to  be  done  by  hand.  Heav>'  timber  was 
chopped,  brush  burned,  logs  rolled,  rails  split,  and  fields  cleared  without  the 

aid  of  a  f  ni  The  wife  would  often  "pitch  in"  and  help  tlu-  husband,  she 
clearing:  off  the  bnisli.  The  corn  was  planted,  of  course,  by  hand.  William 
Mathews  pianicfl  a  fairly  q;ond  crop  of  corn  with  a  handspike,  and  tended  it 
with  a  hoe.  He  inserted  the  shar])  handspike  diagonally  into  the  soil,  then 
dropped  the  seed  into  the  aperture  formed,  and  then  pressed  down  the  soil  by 
stepping  on  it  as  he  passed  to  llie  next  hill. 

Often  the  crop  planting  season  came  before  the  settler  had  cleared  the 
brush  from  his  land,  and  then  he  planted  between  the  log  heaps,  frequently 
arranging  the  logs  in  windrows  and  leaving  them  to  be  burned  when  the  crop 
was  gathered. 

FIRST  EVENTS. 

The  first  wedding  to  occur  among  the  residents  of  the  DeKalb  county 
settlement  was  that  of  Jared  Ball  and  Melinda  Slater.  The  wedding  did  not 
occur  in  the  county,  but  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  near  Edgerton,  the  home 
of  the  bride's  father.  Ball  paid  the  minister  his  fee  in  pumpkins.  The  first 
marriage  to  actually  occur  in  DeKalb  county,  was  that  of  Nelson  Ulm  and 
Elvira  Lockwood,  in  the  summer  of  1837.  The  bride  had  to  be  assisted  to 
the  altar,  and  when  there  was  tno  weak  tc  ^tand  up.  The  first  marriage 
licenses  taken  out  in  the  county  were  those  of  Francis  Smith  and  Maria  Gun- 
senhouser,  and  of  John  Platter  and  Ann  Emmeline  Walden.  Both  licenses 
were  issued  on  September  5,  1837,  and  bodi  marriages  were  performed  by 
Washington  Robinson,  of  Concord  township,  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  count)\ 

The  first  ftmcral  in  the  county  was  that  of  a  Mrs.  Barker,  who  lived  ju.st 
above  the  present  site  of  Ncwville.  Tudge  \\'i(!ney  \\n?  sent  to  deh'vcr  the 
funeral  oration,  tliere  heini^  no  mini.ster  elose  enough.  Tlie  Judge  sang  some 
hymns,  prayed  and  talked  in  general  about  the  subject  of  death. 

The  little  village  of  Orangeville  was  the  scene  of  ^e  opening  of  the  first 
store  in  DeKalb  county,  in  the  spring  of  1837.  John  Platter,  William  Rogers, 
and  a  Mr.  Savage  and  another  man  contributed  two  hundred  dollars  each,  and 
put  in  a  stock  of  merchandise,  consisting  of  the  at  tides  im  st  needed  by  the 
settlers  at  that  time.  John  P.  Widney  was  employed  to  cut  I  ngs  fur  the  store 
house,  receiving  the  sura  of  two  dollars  for  his  services,  performing  the  job 
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in  half  a  day.    The  house  was  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet  in  size,  and  was  built 

of  round  log^. 

The  first  grist  mill,  or  corn  cracker,  in  the  county  wa«;  built  and  owned 
by  William  Mathews,  on  Bear  creek,  in  the  east  part  of  tfie  school  section  of 
Concord  township.  The  mill  was  a  very  small  affair,  the  stones  were  about 
two  feet  in  diameter,  and  were  turned  by  means  of  a  flutter-wheeel  on  an  up- 
right post,  set  in  a  tub,  through  one  side  of  which  the  water  passed.  The 
whole  machinery  was  installed  in  a  bare  frame,  without  a  semblance  of 
weather-boarding  or  other  protection.  The  com  dropped  one  grain  at  a  time 
from  the  small  hopper,  and  the  hc<;t  yield,  when  conditions  were  good,  was 
eight  bushels  in  t\\ cnty-fruir  hours.  Mr.  ^^'idncv  carried  a  half  bnshe!  of 
corn  a  distance  of  four  miles  to  get  it  ground,  and  had  to  wait  a  half  day. 

OTHER  PIONEERS. 

Other  prominent  settlers  along  the  St.  Joseph  river  were:  Solomon 
Delong,  Daniel  Strong,  H.  Fusselman,  ("hristian  and  Samuel  Wanemaker, 
Lott  Herrick,  who  was  the  first  proltate  judge  of  DeKalb  county,  Joseph  E. 
Sawtell  was  the  secontl  merchant  of  the  county,  Rev.  N.  L.  Thomas  was  the 
first  to  open  a  store  in  Newville,  George  Barney  was  one  of  tlw  first  justices 
of  Concord,  James  Hadsell,  Cornelius  Woodcox,  and  Judge  R.  J.  Dawsoi), 
who  later  filled  many  important  positions  in  the  county. 

Colin  Robinson  and  his  brother,  Henry,  came  to  the  Maunitc,  near 
Brunersburg.  in  1833,  and  soon  after  their  arrival,  journeyed  up  the  Maumee 
to  where  William  Rogers  then  lived,  a  little  below  the  fntnre  site  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Antwerp.  From  there  they  struck  across  the  woods,  guided  by  a 
pocket-compass,  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  through  the  forest,  to  the  St. 
Joseph  river.  When  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  they  were  so  unfortunate 
as  to  lose  the  needle  from  their  small  compass,  and  were  forced  to  search  for 
quite  a  time  in  the  leaves  before  they  found  it.  About  dark  they  struck  the 
Muff  of  the  St.  Joseph,  and  from  there  made  their  way,  in  the  light  of  dusk, 
down  the  river  for  a  mile.  Mr.  I..ytle  then  lived  in  a  cabin  over  the  river, 
and  the  object  f)f  the  Robinson?  w  as  to  reach  it  and  procure  foor,  for  they  had 
had  nothing  since  early  moniing.  The  time  w  as  on  the  24th  of  December, 
and  upon  reaching  the  river,  they  discovered  that  ice  had  formed  about  a 
quarter  of  the  way  across,  making  it  necessary  to  camp  immediately,  and 
tfius  spend  the  night  By  the  side  of  a  fallen  walnut  tree  Uiey  "struck  up" 
their  fire  and  rested. 

The  night  was  a  very  uncomfortable  one  to  the  travelers.   On  the  next 
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monutig,  which  was  Giristtnas  day,  1833,  cut  down  a  dry  stump  of  a 
tree,  which  broke  in  twain  when  it  fell.  The  men  lashed  the  two  pieces  to- 
gether with  basswood  bark,  and  launched  it,  after  breaking  the  ice  at  the 

margin  of  the  river.  On  this  crude  buoy  they  crossed  the  river,  expecting 
to  find  a  warm  fire  at  the  cabin.  No  one  w  as  at  home  at  the  Lytle  cabin  but 
the  children,  and  nothing  to  eat  but  a  single  rabbit,  which  die  men  devoured, 
after  losing  half  of  it  to  the  family  cat.  The  Robinsons  were  there  with 
the  purpose  of  entering  land,  but  finding  ])rovisions  so  scarce,  returned  to  their 
starting  pmnt 

In  the  summer  of  1834  or  1835!  Solomon  Delong  and  John  Platter  crossed 
this  same  wilderness,  and  losing  their  way  in  the  midst^  without  water,  were 
forced  to  camp  for  the  nig^ht.  They  dug  a  hole  in  the  swamp  with  their  axes 
and  disco\ere(i  water,  hut  it  had  such  a  disa.t^reeahle  ta<;te  that  they  could 
scarcely  drink  it.  The  niostjuitoes  descended  upon  them  in  droves,  and  made 
sleep  an  impossibility.  Delong  and  Platter  cut  bushes  and  covered  them  with 
green  leaves.  The  men  tiien  crawled  under  these,  and  were  comfortable  for 
the  rest  of  the  night. 

A  PIONEER  HONEYMOON. 

In  the  winter  of  1836-7,  in  the  month  of  January,  Colin  Robinson,  re- 
cently married,  started  on  a  britlal  tour  from  the  Maumee  to  the  cal>in  built  on 
bis  land  along  the  St  Joseph,  the  bride  on  horseback  and  Colin  on  foot. 
Arriving  at  the  *'Mer-del-arm/*  a  large  creek  between  the  rivers,  rtumtng 
trough  Cottonwood  swamps,  he  found  it  swollen  by  rains  and  mdted  snow, 
until  it  had  overflown  the  swamps  for  a  mile  on  each  side.  He  waded  through 
the  water,  his  wife  following  on  horseback,  until  they  came  to  the  main 
channel  of  the  creek  which  he  found  covered  with  thick  ice,  and  raised  up  sev- 
eral feet  by  the  hiL,dT  waters.  Mr.  Robinson  persuaded  his  wife  to  <h>.in()unt 
and  stand  upon  a  stump,  while  he  made  the  horse  mouni  the  ice  and  cross  to 
the  other  side.  He  then,  by  means  of  a  pole  placed  from  the  stump  to  the  ice, 
got  Mrs.  Robinson  on  the  ice,  and  from  the  ice  on  the  other  side  to  her  saddle 
again,  he  wading  out  as  he  had  entered.  The  following  summer  Robinson 
and  his  brother  went  down  tfie  St.  Joseph  to  Fort  Wa}  ik  .  and  then  down  the 
Maumee  to  where  Defiance  now  is,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  seed  wheat,  and 
com  to  get  ground.  They  traveled  in  a  large  pirogue;  loaded  it  with  sixty 
bushels  of  grain  and  started  back,  but,  being  careen  hands  at  piroguing,  they 
had  considerable  difficulty.  Reaching  Bull  Rapids,  near  the  siate  line,  about 
eight  miles  below  Fort  Wayne,  they  ran  on  the  rocks  and  stuck  fast.  The 
wiod  had  ruffled  the  water  so  that  they  could  not  see  bottom,  consequently 
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had  impaled  themsdves  on  the  rock  shelf.   They  were  forced  to  crawl  out  of 

the  pirogTie  and  push  the  boat  from  the  rocks.  Once  more  they  started  in  die 
normal  fashion,  and  succeeded  very  well  until  they  reached  Cole's  dam,  one 
mile  helow  Fnrt  W'ayne.  Here  they  had  to  tmlnad  the  Ixiat.  and  rarrv  the 
grain  on  tht-ir  shoulder-  up  a  steej)  bank  about  tliirtv  feet  high,  go  more  than 
a  half  mile  after  a  rope,  and  tying  it  to  the  boat,  pulled  it  over  the  dam,  very 
nearly  losing  it  in  the  exeaition  of  the  job.  They  reloaded,  and  again  were 
on  their  way,  but  were  halted  again  by  the  coming  of  night,  at  the  mouth  of 
Ihe  St.  Joseph.  From  there  to  John's  mill  they  had  much  trouble  from  the 
darkness  and  shallow  water.  They  finally  reached  the  mill,  and  unloaded 
their  grain.  Their  lodging  that  night  was  made  upon  the  l^are  ground,  with 
no  covering  but  the  canopy  of  stars.  On  the  final  leg  of  the  journey,  to  their 
home,  they  had  to  stop  at  every  ripple  and  niil'iad  the  boat,  so  that  it  wotild 
cross,  then  reload.  Colin  Robinson  was  seiztd  with  a  violent  sickness  as  the 
result  of  this  hazardous  trip.    This  was  the  pleasure  of  pioneering. 

FAMILY  MILLS. 

An  nucleating  feature  ul  pi< nicer  lite,  showing  the  versatility  of  the  early 
settler,  was  the  family  mills.  The  regular  grist  mills  were  very  far  and  with 
long  distance  between,  so  it  behooved  the  settler  to  provi<te  some  way  to  grind 
his  own  com.  Every  settler,  in  time,  came  to  own  a  small  family  mill,  which 
was  built  along  the  following  lines:  A  log  of  beech  or  cedar,  some  twenty 
inches  in  diameter,  was  first  secured.  This  log  was  sawed  ofif  to  alwut  three 
feet  in  length.  The  log  wa>  placed  on  end.  and  an  inch  augm-  bored  d'aq^ntially 
from  the  circumference  toward  the  renter  This  operation  was  continued 
around  the  cii eunifercnce,  with  all  the  lii)!e^  meetmi;  in  the  center.  With  a 
chisel,  the  block  bored  under  is  pried  out;  it  was  shaped  like  a  cone.  1  lie 
funnel-shaped  hole  was  trimmed  out  with  tiie  diisel,  and  a  fire  of  coals  built 
therein  to  harden  the  wood.  A  thick  stick,  with  an  iron  wedge  inserted  in 
the  end,  was  used  as  a  pestle.  The  com  was  beaten  until  as  fine  as  possible, 
and  then  was  sifted,  leaving  corn-meal.  The  bran  was  blown  ont  of  th» 
balance,  and  then  it  was  used  as  hominy. 

EXTRACTS  ON  EARLY  HISTORY. 

J.     Rose,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  DeKalb  county,  writes  the  following: 
*Th«  pioneer  merchants  (store-keepers  as  we  called  them)  were  N.  L. 
Thomas,  of  Newville,  whom  we  familiarly  called  'Uncle  Ladd,'  and  Thomas 
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J.  Freeman,  of  Auburn;  both  men,  of  some  consequence  in  their  time,  have 
Icmg  since  gone  to  that  country  from  which  no  traveler  returns.  *  « 
The  pioneer  store  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  the  one  kept  by  Ladd 
Thomas,  occupied  a  room  about  fifteen  feet  square,  and  two  hundred  dollars 
would  have  purchased  every  article  he  had  to  sell.  He  made  his  regular 
trips  to  Fort  Wayne  at  stated  periods,  riding  an  old  black  horse,  familiarly 
known  as  'Old  Jack'  by  all  the  early  settlers,  and  carrying  with  him  his  pur- 
diases  of  produce,  consisting  of  deer  and  coon  skins,  beeswax  and  ginseng 
roots.  These  he  exchanged  for  such  articles  as  he  kept  for  sale,  and  freighted 
Old  Jack  with  his  purchases  on  his  return  trip. 

"I  said  Old  Jack  was  familiarly  known  to  the  settlers.  Uncle  Ladd.  as 
he  was  called,  was  a  Methwlist  preacher,  and.  in  addition  to  his  business  as  a 
merchant  and  his  ser\MCcs  in  the  pulpit,  he  preached  funerals  and  solem- 
nized marriages  lor  all  the  settlers  in  the  east  p:irt  ot  the  county,  and  when  he 
went  from  home  to  attend  to  these  duties  Old  Jack  was  his  only  mode  of 
conv^ance.  The  old  horse  seemed  to  have  the  ability  to  determine  the 
difference  between  a  funeral  and  a  wedding,  and  it  is  not  strange  tiiat  he  had, 
when  we  e(»»nder  the  fact  that  when  Uncle  Ladd  attended  a  funeral  be  went 
alone ;  but  when  called  to  officiate  at  a  wedding  the  whole  family  went  with 
him,  and  Old  Jack's  htirdcn,  like  Job's,  was  grievous  io  l>e  fjr>rne,  and  like  one 
of  olden  times,  he  niiirht  have  exclaimed:  'It  is  l>etter  to  go  to  the  house 
of  monminu  than  to  the  house  of  feasting.'  1  have  often  seen  Old  Jack,  on 
Sunday  mornings,  passing  my  father's  cabin  home,  on  his  way  to  a  wedding, 
with  the  whole  family,  consisting  of  Uncle  Ladd,  his  wife,  two  sons  (David, 
who  died  at  early  manhood,  and  Newton,  afterward  a  prominent  lawyer  in 
a  western  city),  all  perched  upon  his  back.  Pardon  my  digression,  but  as  the 
old  horse  will  be  remembered  by  so  many  persons,  he  deserves  a  passing 
notice. 

"The  store-kLC])er>  in  tin-  pioneer  days  were  required  to  procure  a  license 
from  the  county  cnininiss.ioners  Ixfore  commencing  business,  and  in  their 
applications  for  their  license  they  were  required  to  enumerate  the  articles 
they  proposed  to  sell,  and  state  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  business. 
And  in  compliance  with  the  law,  Thomas  J.  Freeman,  the  first  merchant  of 
Auburn,  on  March  7,  1838,  applied  for  a  license  to  sell  foreign  merchandise 
and  domestic  groceries,  with  a  capital  of  $175 ;  and  was  required  to  pay  for 
that  privilege  the  stim  of  $5:  and  his  traffic  in  time-pieces  was  restricted  to 
one  dozen  for  the  \  oar.  The  opinions  of  the  pe<-»f>le  have  chanjjed  c^reatly 
since  then,  tnr  at  that  time  Mr.  Freeman  was  permitted  to  sell  intoxicating 
liquor  without  a  license,  but  was  not  allowed  to  sell  tea,  coffee  and  sugar  with- 
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out  a  permit.  Now  the  dealer  may  sell  the  latter  without  a  license,  but  must 
pay  for  the  privily  of  engaging  in  the  liquor  traffic. 

"Then  the  shoemaker,  following  the  example  of  the  itinerant  preacher, 
went  from  house  to  honse  with  his  kit  of  tools  and  made  the  shoes  for  the 
several  ianiiliea  comprising  his  list  of  patrons.  The  ladies  had  not  then  ac- 
quired the  habit  of  crowding  a  number  four  foot  into  a  number  three  French 
kid  shoe ;  but  the  shoes  were  manufactured  to  fit  the  foot  and  not  the  eye,  and 
were  made  of  substantial  material,  impervious  to  wet  and  cold.  And  equipped 
with  a  pair  of  these  shoes,  the  pioneer's  wife  could  walk  a  mile  through  the 
snow  without  being  placed  under  the  ictor's  care  for  weeks  following.  But 
these  pioneer  customs  together  with  the  log  cabin  home?  and  schojl  houses 
have  passed  away  and  now  live  only  in  the  fond  reci tllections  ot  the  lew  old 
settlers  who  survive.  The  wilderness  we  then  loved  lor  its  native  grandeur 
has  disappeared,  and  in  its  stead  the  cultivated  fields  with  their  waving  grain, 
the  beautiful  homes  and  pleasant  little  towns  have  spnnig  up. 

"The  winding  wagon  road,  meandering  around  the  swamps  and  creeks, 
through  the  woods,  can  no  longer  be  traced  by  the  oldest  inhabitant.  The  old 
Indian  trail  can  be  no  longer  found,  but  the  commodious  highways  permeating 
every  part  of  the  county  furnish  a  comfortable  rnnte  for  every  man  tn  travel 
ujMDn.  Th  mail  carrier,  with  his  horn  and  saddle-hat^-.,  bringing  us  the  news 
of  important  events,  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  per  hour,  has  been  supplanted 
by  the  elegantly  equipped  mail  coach,  carrying  the  news  of  the  world  at  the 
rate  of  sixty  miles  per  hour.  And  not  contented  with  even  that  rate  of  speed, 
science  now  supplies  us  with  the  telegraph ;  and  later  with  the  telephone,  by 
which  we  may  converse  with  our  friends  at  a  distance  of  what  was  in  pioneer 
days,  a  four  days'  joum^." 

JOHN  HOULTOM'S  tale. 

John  Houlton  was  the  first  settler  of  Franklin  township,  and  accredited 
with  being  the  first  in  the  county.  He  penned  a  scries  of  reminiscences  in 
1859,  for  Mr.  Widney.  Houlton  was  a  fine  type  of  the  hardy  pioneer,  and 
naturally  \va«;  not  a  literateur.  but  his  significant  and  poignant  manner  of 
stating  the  tacts  lends  unusual  interest  to  tlie  reading  of  them.  The  following 
is  a  portion  of  hi<  nitmoir : 

*'Mr.  Widney:  Since  you  are  writing  sketches  concerning  the  early 
settlers  of  tiie  various  townships  of  tins  county,  for  the  benefit  of  posterity, 
I  fed  it  a  duty  to  add  my  mite;  so  please  have  patience  as  I  must  go  out  of 
the  bounds  of  the  county,  and  also  note  some  things  that  happened  before  any 
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settlement  of  DeKalb,  though  they  are  inseparably  connected  with  its  settle- 
ment. 

"Samuel  Houlton,  my  oldest  brother,  and  Isaach  Hughes,  went  into  co- 
partner^p  to  build  a  saw  mill  in  the  wilderness  of  Fish  creek  in  February, 
1827*.  The  firm  hired  David  WtlHamson,  John  Kilgore,  Francis  A.  Blair  and 
myself  to  work  for  them.  They  gave  us  axes,  a  little  provision,  and  fire- 
works, and  started  us  where  Bmnersburg  later  stood,  to  cut  a  road  through 
northwest  to  the  Indian  village  on  the  St.  Joseph  (the  present  site  of  Den- 
mark). We  started  and  the  firm  was  to  follow  with  the  team  the  next  day. 
We  cut  on  till  dark; and  when  wc  stopped  to  build  a  fire,  behold  the  thnt  which 
I  Iiad  put  in  my  pocket  to  strike  a  Ike  was  nut  to  Ix.  found.  W  e  were  all  wet 
to  our  knees,  and  it  being  very  cold,  we  all  expected  to  perish  without  fire. 

A  DANGKBOIIS  PSZDICAMEMT. 

"The  boys  threatened  to  whip  nie,  as  tiuy  said  it  was  my  d  d  care- 
lessness tor  losing  the  flint.  Said  I,  'The  night  will  be  dark  as  Egypt;  we 
must  make  our  fire  or  perish.  Let  us  all  hunt  and  if  possible  find  a  stone  to 
strike  fire  with.'  They  said  I  was  a  fool  to  think  of  findii^  fiint  in  those 
swamps.  We  had  woriced  hard  all  day  and  were  tired  and  hungry,  but  I  well 
knew  that  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost;  so  I  started  to  hunt  for  a  stone 
while  they  went  to  eating.    It  ¥as  growing  dark  rapidly. 

"I  struck  a  small  ravine,  followed  it  and  at  last  found  a  little  stone  near 
the  ground,  with  no  sharp  edge.  Feeling  along  awhile  and  finding  no  other, 
I  went  back,  got  the  spunk,  and  knife,  and  after  a  few  strokes,  had  the  satis- 
faction to  see  it  take  fire ;  and  soon  we  had  a  good  blazing  fire.  The  boys 
who  cursed  me  and  were  almost  ready  to  kill  me  for  losing  the  flint,  now  with 
tears  rolling  down  their  cheeks,  asked  my  pardon.  Such  is  the  instability  of 
poor  feeble  man. 

LACK  OF  PROVISIONS. 

"We  cut  the  road  to  the  uioulh  of  Fish  creek  and  the  team  came  on. 
We  then  went  to  work  and  made  a  pirogue  of  about  two  tons'  burden,  and, 
crossing  the  river,  built  a  cabin  of  about  twenty  feet  square.  When  our  pro- 
viskms  began  to  fail,  Samuel  Houlton  took  Blair  and  went  down  the  river 
in  the  pirogue.  They  started  to  go  east  of  the  state  line  on  the  Maumee. 
Hughes,  Williamson,  Kilgore  and  myself  stayed.  The  boat  was  to  be  back 
m  eight  days.  Twelve  days  passed  and  no  l)nat  appeared.  It  had  rained 
heavily;  the  river  rose  high,  the  weather  turned  quite  cold,  and  our  provisionJ* 
entirely  failed,  except  a  halt  bushel  of  dried  peaches. 
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"Williaiiisoii  and  Kiiguic  tuncluded  to  leave  for  the  settlement.  We  all 
nude  a  raft  of  logs  for  the  boys  to  cross  the  river,  and  the  next  morning  they 
Started  with  empty  stoitiacbs.  Hughes  and  1  went  to  see  them  cross.  They 
went  aboard  the  raft  and  started  across  the  river,  the  water  being  high  and  the 
slush  ice  running.  At  first  the  raft  bore  them  up ;  but  before  they  got  across, 
they  were  three  feet  6eep  in  the  freezing  water.  They  had  flint  and  spunk, 
but  the  latter  getting  wet  in  their  pocket*:,  was  of  course  useless.  They 
scrambled  iij)  the  r»t!ier  hank,  aiv!  there  thev  were,  tiu-ir  clothes  freeziiiy  m 
two  mlnuiej,  t  'Aent\  -se\  en  miles  Iron)  ihc  scUlciucnl,  without  food  in  iheir 
stomachs,  wiihoui  any  means  to  strike  fire,  and  the  snow  four  inches  deep. 
1  shuddered  for  their  fate,  and  told  them  to  start  at  a  good  "turkey  trot,"  so 
as  not  to  freeze,  and  not  too  fast,  lest  they  should  tire  out  before  getting 
through ;  and  on  the  peril  of  their  lives  ixvt  to  sit  down.  They  got  through, 
but  so  exhausted  that  Judge  Terkins  had  to  help  them  into  his  door. 

"Hughes  and  I  stayed  fourteen  tlays  after  the  boys  left,  during  which 
time  we  had  nothing  under  il.e  heavens  to  cat  hut  n  few  flried  peaches.  We 
had  a  gun  and  went  out  oficu  u  ilh  it.  to  try  to  l^ill  M»mcthing;  but  there  was 
neither  aiunuil  nor  bird  to  be  seen;  no,  not  even  so  nuicli  as  an  Indian.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  day,  I  told  Hughes  that  I  would  make  a  raft 
of  logs  that  day  and  leave  the  next  morning.  I  did  so.  Next  morning 
Hughes  accompanied  me  to  the  river  to  see  me  start.  We  both  felt  sure  that 
Houlton  and  Blair  were  coming  up  the  river  with  the  pirogue,  and  1  was  in 
great  liopes  to  meet  them  in  two  or  three  hours.  The  river  was  yet  high,  and 
the  slush  ice  running  very  thickly. 

■'I  s:^ot  some  fire  and  wood  on  the  raft.  Ilugiich  loo.Ntil  the  cal)lc  and  was 
ill  ihe  act  ot  handing  it  to  me  when  lo!  my  brother,  Samuel  Iloulton,  called 
to  us  from  about  a  hundred  yards  up  the  river.  He  knew  we  must  be  starv- 
ing and  came  across  from  the  Maumee  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  sled.  He 
tried  hard  to  reach  us  the  day  before,  but  tacked  five  miles  when  darkness  over- 
took him.  He  drove  <'n  until  Ik  (-'>uli1  follow  the  r(»ad  no  longer  and  then 
Struck  fire  and  camped  for  the  night.  It  was  fortunate  for  me.  indeed,  that 
he  came  just  when  he  did.  fur  if  1  had  irr>t  <'t  e  hour's  start.  1  sb^nld  as  surely 
have  lost  my  life  as  1  now  live,  lor  tliero  uas  no  human  habitalion  till  within 
four  miles  of  I'ort  Wayne.  The  .slu.sh  ice  would  iiave  so  adhered  to  the  raft 
as  soon  lo  render  it  unmanageable:  so  that  it  must  have  stove,  and  I  would 
have  been  compelled  to  swim  or  drown.  Had  I  swam  out  I  must  have  frozen 
to  death  very  soon. 

"Now,  kind  reader,  you  would  think  it  jiretty  hard  fare  to  have  nothing 
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to  eat  for  fourteen  days  but  dried  peaches.  1  tell  you  it  kept  body  and  soul 
together  and  that  was  all  it  did. 

"Hughes,  Samtid  Houlton  and  myself  stayed  about  two  weeks,  then 
Samud  took  an  Indian  canoe  and  went  down  the  river  to  get  his  pirogue  load 
of  pork,  flour,  potatoes,  corn  and  whiskey  (for  Hughes  must  have  his  dtam). 
At  Fort  Wayne,  Samuel  hired  a  man  l)y  tlu-  luinie  of  Avery  and  went  a  little 
below  where  Antwcrji  now  is,  where  they  loaded  the  pirogtie  and  returned 
without  anything  happening  worthy  of  note.  We  four  worked  on  some  time, 
and  in  May  got  the  mill  ready  to  rai>e.  \\  itliout  any  further  help  we  went 
to  putting  it  up,  without  ro{>c.s  or  tackle.  The  size  was  eighteen  by  forty-five 
feet  There  were  five  swamp-oak  sills,  forty-five  feet  long,  and  thirteen 
inches  square,  and  two  plates  ten  inches  square;  but  the  middle  bent  with  the 
fender  beam,  fourteen  inches  square,  was  the  heaviest. 

UNW£LC0M£  VISITORS. 

"At  that  time  there  was  a  lai^  Indian  village  where  Denmark  now  is, 
and  some  traders  came  among  them  with  whiskey,  and  tirade  then  drunk,  so 
they  came  to  rob  us.  We  had  worked  hard  all  day,  until  nearly  sundown, 
when  we  went  to  the  house  to  eat  supper.   The  Indians  came  yelling  and 

soon  filled  the  house.  They  then  drew  their  knives,  bows  and  arrows,  and 
tomahawks,  stuck  their  hands  into  our  supjKM'  pot.  and  our  supper  was  gone 
in  a  trice.  Samuel  Houlton  drew  a  large  i>oker.  and  was  alxmi  to  strike 
when  Avery  exclaimed,  'Don't  strike,  Sam,  or  they  will  kill  us  all  I"  Hughes 
also  toM  him  not  strike,  but  let  them  take  what  th^r  wanted,  and  he  would  go 
to  the  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Wayne  and  make  them  pay  for  it.  They  then  acted 
as  true  lords  of  the  soil. 

"They  poured  out  their  whiskey  into  their  cam|>  kettles,  knocked  in  the 
head  of  a  flour  barrel,  and  also  of  a  |xjrk  barrel,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  flour, 
pork  and  whiskey  were  pfone  They  crossed  the  creek  ahont  twelve  r«^>ds  off, 
and  camped  for  the  night.  \\  liile  they  were  making  their  hres  and  drinking 
the  whiskey,  we  rolled  out  our  last  barrel  of  flour  and  hid  it  in  a  brush  heap. 
We  had  also  about  thirty  pounds  of  poirk  up  in  the  chamber,  they  did  not 
get,  and  that  was  all  that  saved  us  from  starvation.  The  two  hundred  Indians 
fought  and  screamed  all  night.  A  better  sample  of  the  infernal  regions  never 
could  be  gotten  op  in  this  world. 

"As  soon  as  we  had  .secured  <  lu  Itarrel  of  \lnvr.  we  next  re-^ohed  that 
when  thev  had  gcncrallv  got  drunk,  we  wouM  aht,^ht  on  them  with'a  vengeance, 
and  kill  the  last  one  ot  them.  So  we  loaded  our  tour  guns  with  slugs  and  then 
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got  two  tomahawks  and  two  hand-axes,  and  waked  until  they  would  become 
more  drunk.  In  this,  however,  we  were  disappointed.  They  did  not  seem 
to  get  more  intoxicated.  After  drinking  twenty  gallons  of  whisky,  eating 
two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  of  pork,  and  using  up  two  hundred  and  hfty 
pounds  of  flour,  with  several  bushels  of  potatoes,  they  started  off  about  eight 
in  tiie  morning,  well  satisfied  with  what  they  had  done. 

"We  made  application  to  tlie  Indian  agent  at  Fort  Wayne,  but  never  got 
any  compcnsatinn  for  the  articles  taken.  Every  time  T  think  of  Indian 
tragedy,  I  leel  thankful  that  we  were  prc\  t  nted  from  imbruuig  our  hands  in 
their  life  blood.  It  was  the  traders,  with  iheir  whiskey,  that  made  all  this 
trouble. 

"Whiskey,  whiskey,  bane  of  life, — 
Spring  of  tumult, — source  of  strife ; — 
Could  I  but  half  thy  curses  tell, 
The  wise  would  wish  thee  safe  in  hell. 

TRIP  1(J  THE  PRAiKIES. 

"I  will  now  give  you  the  narrative  of  a  danger  that  I  and  three  others 

passed  through*  The  escape  was  almost  miraculous ;  and  do  not  forget  that 
all  this  lias  snrnethin?^  to  do  with  the  settlement  of  DeKalb  county. 

"In  tlic  summer  of  1831,  Samuel  Holton  «=crit  me  and  the  widow  Fee  sent 
her  son,  John  I'cc,  w  ith  mc,  out  to  the  prairies  wiih  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a 
large  Pennsylvania  wagon,  to  buy  a  load  of  provisions.  They  let  Moses  Fee, 
a  boy  seven  or  eight  years  old,  go  with  us.  Before  this  Sarah  and  Cynthia 
Fee  were  working  on  the  prairies  to  help  support  the  family,  and  the  <A6  lady 
sent  word  for  the  girls  to  come  home.  So  we  went  out  and  got  our  load 
reach  to  return,  when  John  Fee  got  a  good  chance  to  work  awhile,  and  ac- 
cordinijh  stayed,  leaving  me  and  thi  girls  and  the  little  boy  to  get  horae 
through  the  woods  and  swamps  with  the  team  and  wagon  as  best  we  coukl. 

"We  were  three  days  and  a  half  getting  home,  miring  down  several  times 
on  the  way.  The  road  being  narrow  and  very  crooked.  1  got  fast  frequently 
j^inst  the  trees,  and  finally  tcAd  the  girls  that  one  of  them  would  have  to 
drive  the  forward  cattle,  so  Sarah  came  and  drove  the  team.  As  we  were 
thus  driving  along,  we  came  to  a  dead  cherry  tree,  that  had  partly  fallen  and 
lodged  on  another  tree.  The  wagon  ran  over  one  of  the  large  roots  of  this 
dead  tree,  and  it  broke  suddenly  about  fifty  feet  from  the  root.  The  top  part 
fell  brick  on  the  wa^^on  widiin  afmnt  six  inches  of  the  heads  of  Cynthia  and 
the  boy,  smashmg  the  boy's  hand  severely. 
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"The  tx^dy  of  the  tree  fell  along  the  road  in  the  direction  in  which  we 
were  driving.  By  suddenly  throwing  mysdf  back,  I  got  barely  cnit  of  its  way, 
and  having  screamed  to  Sarah  when  i  tirst  saw  it  comiug,  to  run  for  life,  siie 
ran  with  all  her  speed,  the  top  of  the  broken  tree  just  brushing  her  head  and 
dothes.  Cynthia  Fee  later  married  Willtam  Bender,  I  married  Sarah,  the 
girl  that  drove  the  oxen  and  outran  the  faUing  tree,  on  the  5^1  of  February, 
1833- 

"In  September  of  the  same  year,  I  took  three  hired  men,  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
a  crosscut  saw  and  fro,  and  came  on  to  forty  acres  I  had  entered,  and  in  four 
days,  we  four  cut  the  logs  for,  anrl  raised  and  covered  the  house  where  I  vet 
live  in  Franklin  township,  iJeKalb  county.  1  also  hauled  out  and  buried 
twenty  bushels  of  potatoes  on  my  land,  and  kft  them^untU  we  moved  on, 
about  a  month  later,  and  tiiough  the  Indians  were  thick  around,  my  potatoes 
were  not  disturbed — ^proving  that  they  were  more*  honest  than  some  of  ibeir 
white  brethren. 

"And  now  T  want  to  s!iow  how  the  Hughes  and  Houlton  mill,  though  in 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  had  a  bearing  on  the  settlement  of  DcKalli  county. 
WTien  the  mill  had  been  in  operation  sotne  years,  the  ])cople  liad  begun  to 
settle  on  the  St.  Joseph,  and  would  conic  and  get  lunil>er,  often  on  credit,  to 
bu3d  with,  and  thus  the  mill  aided  greatly  the  settlement  of  this  county, 
though  a  few  miles  over  the  county  and  state  line. 

JOSN  9BB's  track. 

'  in  1834  John  Fee  entered  the  large  and  excellent  farm  of  500  or  600 
acres  on  whk^  he  later  lived,  and  which  lies  on  each  side  of  the  line  between 
Steuben  and  DeKalb  counties.  Indulge  me  in  tdling  an  anecdote  of  hinu 
He  had  been  out  to  the  prairies  for  grain,  and  froze  his  feet  badly,  so  that  for 
a  long  time  he  could  not  wear  boots  or  shoes.  So  he  got  the  Indians  to  make 
him  a  ver}'  large  pair  of  moccasins  which  he  wore.  One  day,  after  his  feet 
got  better,  he  went  out  hunting,  and  after  sauntering  through  *-h<^  woods 
awhile,  he  crossed  the  largest  moccasin  track  he  ever  saw.  He  looked  with 
astonishment  at  the  monster  track,  and  said  to  himself:    'What  an  almighty 

big  Indian  has  been  aking  here !  If  s  the  d  desi  Ih;  Indian  that  has  ever 

been  in  these  woods.'  About  the  time  that  his  astonishment  and  curiosity 
got  to  its  highest,  he  chanced  to  look  behind  him,  and  lo!  it  was  h$s  own  track  f 
(5) 
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IMCIDBNTS  OF  HUMOR. 

"We  had  a  large  fireplace  in  one  end  nt  our  cabin  and  the  main  thing 
for  ti?  in  the  winter  was  to  get  in  a  big,  bacl<  lug  every  evening  to  last  all 
nighi  and  the  iicxl  day,  and  then  make  a  big  fire.  After  the  rest  ot  the  folks 
had  gone  to  bed  I  would  stay  up  and  parch  about  a  peck  of  corn  in  the  big 
skillet  for  the  next  day.  I  could  live  on  it,  hcmey  and  jerked  venison,  and 
call  it  'high  life'  in  America.  A  hunter  can  live  longer  on  parched  com  without 
water  than  anything  else.  Sometimes  when  parching  corn  or  baking  Johnny- 
cakes,  on  a  smooth  eiaplx  ard,  I  would  pla>'  Daniel  Boone  and  imagine  rnyself 
camped  out  in  the  woods  1)>  a  I;i<jf  fire,  and  living  on  roasted  corn.  We  moved 
to  this  country  in  a  covered  wagon,  and  cani|K.d  oiu.  atid  then  i>  when  I  first 
fell  in  love  with  camping  out  and  rnnning  wild ;  and  u  is  hard  for  me  now  to 
go  back  on  my  first  love  and  keep  from  following  off  every  covered  wagon 
that  comes  along. 

"We  had  a  newcomer  who  had  moved  so  often  that  he  declared  that 
whenever  a  covered  wagon  drove  up  or  passed  his  cabin  his  chickens  would 
fall  in  line,  march  over  the  fence,  lay  down  and  cross  their  legs  ready  to  be 
tied,  thinking  that  they  were  going  to  move  again 

"At  nicrht,  after  we  had  gone  to  bed,  the  s^rmmd  s(]uirrels  wf^Mild  come  up 
througb.  tlic  puncheon  floor,  and  it  was  fun  to  -ec  t!icTii  |)lay  hide  aiul  tjo-seek, 
blindman's  butf.  or  wiialevcr  ihcir  innocent  games  are  in  their  language. 
They  were  so  plentiful  that  we  had  to  watch  our  com  patch  when  it  was  first 
planted,  or  they  would  dig  it  all  up  and  eat  it. 

"One  night  I  woke  up  and  saw  something  lying  on  the  floor  by  the 
tire  that  looked  very  bright  and  glistening.  I  thought  perhaps  1  was  dream- 
ing about  Aladdin  and  the  wonderful  lamp,  or  Cinderella  aiul  the  i^hi^s 
slipper,  hut  come  to  lf>ok  cinder  it  was  a  huge  rattlesnake  iluu  liad  come  up 
through  the  floor  to  warm  himself.  The  gun  stocKl  within  reach  an<l  was  al- 
ways loaded,  and  I  drew  a  liead  on  him,  fired,  and  shot  his  head  off.  A  gun 
shot  off  in  a  room  makes  an  awful  noise,  and  it  scared  the  rest  of  the  folks 
almost  to  death.  Father  wanted  to  know  what  in  the  world  was  the  matter, 
and  I  told  him  that  I  had  killed  a  boa  constrictor,  or  an  anaconda,  and  that  I 
had  saved  the  whole  family.  The  snake  was  very  fat,  and  we  saved  the  oil 
for  rheumatism  and  weak  back  atul  always  found  it  a  ■'iirc  cure. 

"One  dav  Tom  and  nt''ir;;c  Hollenback.  father  and  myself  were  out 
hunting,  and  the  dogs  made  a  Iiiijr  fri'^s  in  the  thicket,  and  we  rushed  in  to  see 
what  was  the  matter,  and  found  tluit  they  had  come  across  the  den  of  young 
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wolves  and  the  old  one  was  not  at  home.  There  were  six  of  them,  about  a 
quarter  grown,  hut  verv  aitive  and  ferocious :  atid  we  had  hard  work  to  catch 
them,  as  they  liad  .such  a  careless  way  of  feeling  around  for  a  fellow's  fingers 
and  would  snap  at  you  like  a  sted  trap.  At  last  we  got  a  fcniced  stick  and 
held  their  necks  down  while  we  tied  them.  One  of  the  boys  had  a  big  pocket 
in  his  coat»  and  concluded  to  carry  one  in  it  We  got  ready  and  started  home 
wiA  our  menagerie,  when  all  at  once  the  wolf  in  tlie  ixxket  grabbed  the  boy 
by  the  hind  part  of  his  leg  and  held  (in  like  grim  death.  The  poor  fellow  ran 
around  and  howled.  We  tried  to  break  the  animal's  hold,  but  it  would  not  let 
go.  We  ci  >uld  not  beat  or  choke  it  off.  and  we  had  to  cut  its  head  ofif. 

"That  made  the  boys  so  mad  Uiat  they  killed  all  the  wolves  but  one. 
which  I  took  home  and  tied  by  a  chain  to  a  stake  in  the  yard.  In  five  min- 
utes he  could  dig  a  hole  in  the  sand  big  enough  to  hide  himsdf,  and  then  he 
wotdd  lay  with  his  nose  sticking  out  and  let  on  that  he  was  asleep;  and  the 
chickens  would  come  around  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  woe  unto  the 
chicken?  that  rame  within  tlie  len.t,nh  of  his  chain.  He  could  figure  on  it  to 
an  inch ;  and  then  when  they  got  within  reacli  he  went  for  them  like  lightning, 
and  \\ouU\  i^ohhh  them  up,  pick  them  and  eat  tliem  before  you  could  say, 
'Jack  Robinson.' 

''One  morning  he  came  up  missing.  He  was  out  and  gone,  chain  and  an. 
I  did  not  care  anything  about  htm,  as  he  had  eaten  most  all  of  our  chickens, 
except  an  old  setting  hen  that  he  did  not  relish ;  but  I  dkl  not  like  to  lose  my 

chain.  In  the  fall,  while  out  hunting  in  the  w  oods,  and  the  wind  was  blowing 
very  hard.  T  heard  a  rattling:  noise  like  a  horse-fiddle  and  went  to  see  what  it 
was ;  and  lo  and  behold,  there  w  a>  niy  chain  hanging  to  the  limi>  of  a  tree  with 
a  bunch  of  Iwnes  to  it  and  the  wind  was  making  music  on  them.  It  was  tlie 
remains  ot  my  wolf;  but  I  could  never  tell  if  it  was  a  case  of  intentional 
suicide  or  he  had  got  fast  and  hung  himself  accidentally.  As  he  was  already 
dead,  I  cut  him  down,  took  my  chain,  and  left  him  for  the  wild  winds  to 
mourn  his  requiem. 

A  SEAKCHtNG  PARTY. 

"It  wa»  in  the  spring,  the  time  10  plow  lor  corn,  and  iti  the  dark  ot  the 
moon,  when  you  could  not  sec  your  nose  before  you.  One  evening  some  of  the 
neighbor  boys  saw  a  big  black  bear  going  north.  They  came  down  with  dogs 
to  stay  all  night  with  me,  and  get  an  early  start  in  the  mornii^  after  the  bear. 
We  had  camped  out  on  the  floor,  and  in  the  night  we  heard  a  rattle  at  our 
dapboard  door,  and  T  asked.  'Who  goes  there?'  An  answer,  in  a  musical 
voice,  said,  'Mingo.'   On  opening  the  door  in  stepped  an  Indian  boy  well 
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known  to  us.  He  said  that  a  little  c^irl  "^cven  or  eight  years  old.  who  belonged 
to  Mr.  Tobby.  livin;:;^  alK.nil  ei^ht  miles  north  of  its.  had  gotten  lost  in  the 
morning,  and  tliai  they  had  hunted  for  her  all  day  and  had  not  found  her; 
and  that  they  wanted  us  to  go  over  and  help  hunt  for  her. 

"I  told  the  boys  that  was  our  best  hold  and  that  we  would  let  the  bear 
go  unta  we  had  found  the  little  girl.  We  got  up  long  before  day  and  made 
our  breakfast  off  of  a  wild  goose  and  a  sand-hill  crane,  that  we  bad  kiUed  the 
day  before,  and  l)arbecued  them  by  the  fire.  We  were  off  early  on  a  trail, 
and  arrived  at  Tobby's  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornintr:  and  oh.  such  a  sicrht. 
There  was  the  mother  crying  and  weeping,  nearly  heart-broken,  and  calling 
for  Mary,  the  lost  child. 

"There  were  two  or  three  women  with  her,  trying  to  conscde  her.  The 
men  were  all  out  looking  for  Mary,  and  nothing  had  been  heard  from  the 
diild  up  to  diis  time,  one  day  and  one  night  out.  They  had  an  old-fashioned 
dinner  horn  four  or  five  feet  long  and  as  Irig  as  a  saucer  at  the  low  ei  end.  and 
it  could  be  heard  for  miles.  It  was  understood  tliat  when  anyone  brouglit  in 
any  news  or  found  the  child  the  horn  should  be  sounded.  It  appear?  that  on 
the  iiii>niing  that  little  Mary  was  lost  !ur  failier  uas  plowing  a  piece  of 
ground  for  corn,  and  she  started  to  go  to  him,  but  never  readied  him;  and 
that  Obbenobbe,  an  old  Indian  from  the  Tif^iecanoe,  and  JMingo.  his  grand- 
son, had  come  over  to  Mr.  Tobby's,  and  while  he  went  out  to  hunt  for  the 
child  sent  Mingo  over  after  us. 

"Just  then  Obbenoblie  came  in  with  a  little  piece  of  yellow  calico  that 
he  said  he  had  found  on  a  bush  about  three  miles  east  of  there.  Mrs.  Tobby 
said  at  once  that  it  was  a  piece  of  the  dress  that  Mary  had  worn,  and  it  had 
been  torn  off  hv  the  bush.  That  crave  her  some  h(*j)es;  but  the  terrible 
thought  was  wlietlier  she  was  alive  or  not.  The  country  was  then  full  of 
wolves  and  the  chances  were  against  her,  but  we  hoped  and  hoped  ever.  We 
then  made  the  woods  and  prairies  ring  with  the  old  horn,  and  then  we  agreed 
that  not  a  gun  should  be  fired  until  Mary  was  found,  dead  or  alive,  and 
broke  for  the  place  where  Obbenobbe  had  found  the  piece  of  her  dress.  We 
made  j^ood  time  and  soon  reached  tlie  spot,  and  l)egan  to  look  for  more  signs. 
After  l«iokinjr  around  for  a  lonir  time  we  found  her  little  footprints  in  the 
sand  and  also  in  the  mud,  goiiitr  from  home.  She  was  baiefi>i>te(l  and  from 
that  day  to  this  I  have  never  forgotten  those  little  tracks  in  the  sand  and  mud. 
We  hunted  all  day  and  found  no  other  trace  and  our  hearts  began  to  sink. 
We  were  tired  and  hungry,  having  had  nothing  to  eat  all  day.  We  could  have 
killed  deer,  but  had  resolved  not  to  Bre  our  guns  off.  We  had  a  large  grey- 
hound  that  could  catch  a  deer  any  time  and  two  coon  dogs.  As  night  was 
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coming  on  we  prepared  to  camp.  While  we  were  fixing  our  camp  two  dogs 
barked  tip  a  hollow  tree  and  we  supposed  there  was  a  cooti  in  it.  W'c  made 
an  Indian  ladder  and  Obbenobbe  climbed  up  and  put  some  tire  in  the  tree 
and  came  down.  As  the  tree  was  dry  it  soon  began  to  burn,  and  made  a 
bright  light  from  the  top. 

"At  last  two  coons  rolled  out,  pretty  well  singed.  We  killed  and  skinned 
them  and  were  getting  ready  to  roast  them.  It  was  not  dark  yet  and  we 
heard  a  noise*  and  lo<^ng  vp  we  found  that  something  had  scared  two  deer, 
and  they  came  numii^  right  to  camp.  We  put  the  dogs  after  them  and  a 
short  distance  from  us  was  the  creek.  In  juinpinq-  in,  one  of  Ihc  dcor  fell  back 
in  the  creek;  in  a  minute  the  dogs  were  on  him,  and  we  ran  in  and  pulled  him 
out  and  killed  him,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  we  first  drew  blood 
everyone  oi  us  liad  a  piece  of  the  meat  on  a  stick  and  roasting  it,  and  such  a 
feast  we  did  have.  The  body  wanted  more  food  than  the  soul  did,  and  for  the 
time  being  we  foigot  our  troubles. 

*'Night  came  on  and  a  dark  one  it  was  and  the  w<dTes  were  howling 
around  us.  The  worst  of  all,  it  began  to  rain,  and  our  riv  thought  was, 
'Where  was  Mary  Tobby?'  We  had  listened  all  day  for  the  hip  horn  or  the 
report  of  a  gun,  but  all  in  vain.  Remember,  my  dear  friends,  that  this  is  a 
true  story.  Rememljer,  too.  that  thi-^  was  the  sectind  day  and  second  nip;ht 
that  she  was  lost,  and  how  coidd  the  heroine  live  so  long  among  tlie  wolves 
with  nothing  to  eat  and  nothing  to  protect  her  from  the  weather  but  a  little 
calico  dress.  We  did  not  sleep  much  that  ni^^t,  and  were  up  early  and  started 
on  our  search.  We  hunted  afl  day  up  and  down,  backward  and  forward,  as 
the  grasses  and  bushes  were  very  thick,  calling  and  listening,  but  all  in  vain. 

"At  last.  al)OUt  three  o'clock,  we  gave  it  up  and  hope  died  within  us,  and 
we  turne<l  out  faces  homeward  with  heavy  hearts  There  is  something  in 
man  railed  the  dormant  or  latent  powers  or  energies.  For  instance,  I  had 
been  hunting  all  day  and  was  returning  tired  and  weary,  hardly  able  to  lift 
one  foot  before  the  other,  and  game  would  start  up  before  me,  and  I  could  run 
for  hours  and  forget  that  I  was  tired.  Now  hold  your  breath.  We  had  given 
up  and  started  for  home,  and  away  off  north  of  us  we  heard  a  gun's  disdiarge. 
So  then  our  dormant  powers  and  hope  went  Up.  and  we  all  broke  and  ran, 
and  reaching  the  edqc  of  a  pmiric  wc  saw  a  man  on  lior^chark  in  his  shirt 
sleeves  with  something  wrapped  n])  in  his  coat  before  him.  it  was  Bridge 
Ward,  and  he  had  found  ^lan,'  Tobby  in  this  wav:  Tie.  too  had  given  up 
and  started  home  in  despair.  As  he  was  riding  along  he  >a\\  a  grove  north  of 
him,  in  the  bend  of  the  creek,  and  somthing  told  him  or  influenced  him  to  take 
a  last  lock  there.  He  turned  his  horse  to  the  right  and  through  the  grove,  and 
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then  f)n  the  ed^e  of  the  creek,  and  there  he  found  Mary  Tobby,  who  had  laiii 
down  for  her  !a~t  sleep:  hui  thank  Hod.  slic  was  still  alive. 

"Her  little  feet,  liniln  and  hands  were  all  torn  and  bleeding  from  the 
briars  and  grass,  and  her  golden  hair  was  all  matted  together.  He  picked  her 
up  gently  and  wrapped  her  in  his  coat  and  started  for  home.  But  how  had 
she  lived  and  escaped  so  long  from  wild  animals?  Although  Obbenobbe  was 
the  oldest,  he  was  still  the  best  runner,  and  we  started  him  on  the  wings  of 
wind  to  cany  the  glorious  news  to  Mary^s  home,  that  she  was  found  and  still 
ahve.  It  was  not  long  before  we  heard  the  guns  firing  and  the  horn  blowing, 
a";  the  rest  of  them  fiad  all  ijivcn  up  and  retired  to  the  house.  \<  Mary  was 
weak  we  had  to  slow,  and  as  we  neared  the  house  they  all  canip  ont  to 
meet  ns,  and  the  mother  was  frantic  with  joy.  I  thought  '-he  \\(»ul(l  kill  the 
child  by  hugging  and  kissing  it.  Mary  was  vcrj-  weak,  but  after  careful 
nursing  soon  got  strong  again,  grew  to  womanhood,  married  and  raised  a 
family. 

BEAK  HUNT  RESUMED. 

"Now  for  the  bear.  After  goinq-  ni*rth.  we  turned  cast,  and  killed  a 
couple  of  hogs  in  the  ncighl)orhood  ui  Urunks  and  then  tin  ucd  norlhwcsi  and 
killed  a  calf  near  Stephen  Jons's,  the  bee  hunter.  We  sounded  the  tocsin, 
called  in  our  forces,  and  with  the  Forrence  and  HoUenback  boys,  started  on 
the  warpath,  resolved  to  do  or  die  for  the  rising  generation.  We  were  pro- 
vided with  guns  and  five  dogs,  including  the  big  gr^hound  given  to  my 
father  by  Samuel  Matlock,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  which  ni'iiu\'  could  not  buy. 
We  soon  got  on  the  liear's  track,  cro^sinj::  tlie  ^and  ridire^  and  -nft  places  in  the 
prairie.  He  was  a  siuasher,  and  made  a  track  more  like  the  human  family 
than  an\  animal  ha<l  ever  seen.  We  were  almost  led  to  t)elieve  in  Darwin, 
who  teaches  that  man  came  up  from  the  lower  orders  of  animals,  and  this 
bear's  trade  did  look  as  if  he  might  be  a  connecting  link  between  man  and  the 
monkey.  The  bear  had  a  kind  of  elephant  trot  and  traveled  fast.  The  dogs 
would  run  way  ahead  of  him  for  miles  and  tiien  come  bade  pretty  well 
'chawed  up.'  They  at  last  became  frightened  and  would  not  follow  him.  The 
greyhound  was  game  and  wanted  to  pitch  in,  but  \\  e  kept  him  back,  as  we  did 
not  want  him  to  get  hurt.  Several  times  we  (jot  si<,dn  of  the  old  fellow  cross- 
ing the  prairie,  from  one  side  riili,'c  lo  another.  He  made  good  time  and  we 
had  hard  work  to  keep  anywhere  near  him. 


Digitized  by  Google 


nSRALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


71 


A  DIVERSION. 

"While  crossing  a  ridge  we  saw  a  deer  coming  right  toward  us,  with 
tongiie  out  and  very  tired.  One  of  the  boys  was  e^oing  to  shont,  hut  T  told  him 
to  hold  on  as  there  was  soiiK'ihinjj  the-  matter  with  it.  kept  tlR-  dogs  in 

and  it  came  right  up  to  us.  Just  then  hve  or  six  big  grey  wolves,  and  a  big 
black  one,  the  only  one  we  ever  saw,  came  running  after  it.  W'e  opened 
fire  on  them  and  killed  the  blade  and  one  grey  one,  and  wounded  another, 
which  got  away  with  the  rest.  As  we  had  heard  that  a  black  wolf  skin  was 
very  valuable,  we  skinned  them.  While  doing  so  we  heard  a  noise,  and 
looking  around,  saw  an  old  she-wolf  and  four  young  ones  coming  in  on  the 
home  stretch,  to  he  at  the  death  and  fea-t  of  the  deer.  We  fired  at  them,  but 
without  effect,  and  they  ran  one  way  and  the  deer  another  without  saying 
good-bye. 

"We  hung  up  the  wolf  skins  in  a  safe  place  and  followed  up  bruin,  who 
had  gotten  the  start  of  us  and  had  come  across  bees  in  an  old  hollow  tree  and 
tore  the  honey  out;  he  had  made  a  mess  of  it,  but  had  left  enough  for  us. 
Bears  are  great  for  honey  or  anything  sweet,  and  do  not  mind  the  sting  of 
bees  more  than  we  would  a  mosquito  bite.  Along  toward  night  his  tracks 
became  most  too  fresh,  and  we  were  afraid:  so  we  concluded  to  camp  on  his 
track.  While  prciiariiic^  to  catii])  a  eon|)le  of  tltc  boys  went  out  to  get  some 
game  tor  supper,  and  in  alx>iii  an  hour  came  in  with  a  line,  }at  buck,  from 
which  we  had  a  feast  We  sat  by  the  camp  fire  and  ate  roasted  ribs  and 
broiled  venison,  and  thought  how  the  old  fellows  who  dressed  in  purple  and 
fine  linen  and  fared  sumptuously  every  day,  but  had  lost  their  appetite  and 
digestive  powers  and  got  the  gout  and  dyspepsia,  would  give  a  nn'llion  if  they 
could  eat  just  such  a  meal  as  we  did.  There  are  some  who  live  only  to  eat, 
but  in  those  days  we  ate  to  lj\e  and  keep  '^onl  and  body  together  and  were 
hap]>y.  1  \o\\'j;  for  tho«:e  days  aj^aiii.  Tlie  nit^hl  ua^  dark  and  we  made  two 
big  tires,  one  on  each  .>ide  of  us.  as  we  had  heard  lliai  wild  animals  would  not 
go  through  tire  for  a  meal  of  victuals.  Several  times  we  were  badly  fright- 
ened in  the  night  and  even  our  dogs  were  afraid.  We  kept  out  a  picket  guard, 
but  it  was  hard  to  get  anyone  to  leave  the  fire  very  far,  as  we  were  afraid 
the  bear  would  make  a  raid  and  gobble  us  up  before  we  could  sa>  our  prayers. 

"The  morning  came  and  found  us  with  our  scalps  all  right,  and  we 
were  soon  off  on  the  trail.  lie  had  turned  east  and  gone  north  of  Fletcher's 
Lake,  and  b\-  Mud  I.ake.  and  then  ue-t  near  the  ItKh'an  ramp,  wheie  ( )lihe- 
nobbe  and  Mingo  were,    t  hrough  the  day  we  found  wliere  he  had  made  a 
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meal  r>fF  a  dead  or  wounded  <lecr,  as  l>ear  cannot  catch  a  sound  deer.  As  it 
was  nearly  night  \vc  concluded  to  stay  with  ihc  Indians,  and  tliey  agreed  to 
go  with  us  in  the  morning.  After  a  good  night's  sleep  we  were  off  eftrly, 
with  Indians,  guns,  and  a  new  supply  of  dogs,  and  with  their  aid  soon  found 
the  trail.  After  following  him  until  almost  noon  we  saw  him  go  into  a  swamp 
filled  with  thick  dbow  brush.  The  Indians  said  he  would  make  his  last  light 
there.  We  prepared  to  give  battle,  surrounded  the  swamp,  and  then  sent  the 
dogs  in. 

"One  of  the  Itxlians  who  had  a  rilk-  that  carried  an  ounce  l)all  got  sight 
of  him,  fired,  and  broke  one  ot  iiis  fore  legs  and  that  brought  him  to  lay. 
He  stood  up  on  his  hind  legs  and  Indeed  like  a  big  gorilla,  and  I 
almost  thought  that  Darwin  was  right.  We  all  closed  in  on  him,  but  could 
not  fire  for  fear  of  killing  the  dogs,  they  were  so  close  around  him.  After  he 
had  kilkfl  or  wounded  four  or  five  dogs  the  greyhound  broke  loose  and  went 
in.  The  bear  grabbed  him  with  well  fore  leg  and  was  alxjut  to  crush  and 
kill  him  when  OM>cnoblH'  nished  in  with  a  big  knife  and  ^triick  the  hear 
under  the  shoulder,  and  that  settled  his  case.  He  let  the  dog  go  and  gave  up 
tlie  ghost. 

"The  Indians  said  he  was  the  largest  they  had  seen  for  many  years. 
They  supposed  that  he  was  a  wanderer  from  the  far  north  on  an  expiring 
expedition.  We  skinned  him  and  gave  the  hide  to  Obbenobbe,  as  it  was  he 
who  struck  the  fatal  blow,  and  saved  my  father's  dr)g.    He  was  n  it  \  cry  fat, 

and  tasted  like  a  mixture  of  coon,  pork,  shad  and  codfish.  We  took  a  scout 
arnund  and  got  our  wolf  skins  and  returned  home  well  satisfied  with  our 
bear  hunt,  which  was  the  last  and  only  one  in  my  life.',' 

PIOKEER  SOCIETY. 

In  those  pioneer  days  when  settlements  were  far  apart  and  ncii^hbors 
distant,  acquaintance  was  wides|)read  and  ncighlmrlN  ittu  cs  cheer f\dly  bestow- 
ed. The  latch-strint^  was  ahvavs  hnnsr  owt  and  the  rough  cafiin  rnukl  always 
accommodate  the  stray  traveler  aiul  the  lamiiy  of  a  settler  moving  to  his 
entry.  The  pioneer  was  prompt  to  help  in  peril  or  need,  and  none  so  heartily 
enjoyed  a  good  joke  as  he.  While  the  settlers,  like  Isaac  6.  Smith  and  Wesley 
Park,  kept  emigrants'  hotel,  and  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  was  extended 
to  all,  yet  the  regulators  were  not  slow  to  punish  the  thief  and  blackly  who 
found  their  way  into  the  community. 
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MILLS  AND  MILL  TRIPS. 

Profninent  in  the  history  of  early  settlement  appears  the  erection  of 
mills  and  the  trials  of  their  patrons.  Mill  builders  were  recognized  as  men  of 
prominence,  and  first  roads  were  cut  to  the  mills  which  were  sc  arce  and  dis- 
tant. Primarily,  the  pioneers  were  compelled  to  use  the  family  hand  mill  In 
brief,  this  was  a  thne  frxnt  piece  of  log  from  a  beech  or  a  maple,  hollowed 
from  one  end  by  chisel  and  anpur,  in  form  of  a  cone.  This  hollow  made 
smooth  and  hard  by  a  fire  of  coals  kindled  therein,  is  scraped  clean  and  the 
mortar  prepared.  A  stick,  wrist  thick,  split  at  one  end,  holding  an  iron 
wet^e,  with  edge  to  the  slit,  ^d  kept  in  place  hy  an  iron  ring,  is  the  pestle. 
Com  is  placed  in  the  mortar  and  l>eaten  by  the  ])esde.  The  finest  sifted  is 
com  meal :  the  balance,  minus  the  bran,  is  hominy. 

Amos  Steams,  a  settler  in  Troy  t  Avn^hip,  went  thirty  mile?  to  the  Union 
mills  in  Lagrange  county,  and  there  are  those  whose  experience  exceeded  this 
distance.  On  Fish  creek,  a  stream  second  to  Cedar  in  the  county,  were  built 
several  grist  mills,  one  by  A.  S.  Casebeer ;  another  higher  up  by  Samuel  Kep- 
ler. In  time  water  milts  at  Orangeville  and  SpencerviUe,  and  later  steam 
mills  at  Auburn,  Buder  and  Waterloo  and  other  points  have  so  improved  upon 
the  olden  times  that  a  single  instance  of  many,  of  hard  times,  in  going  to  mill, 
will  show  a  truth  stranger  than  ficticoi. 

PUBUC  LANDS. 

The  lands  of  which  DeKatb  county  was  formed  were  regularly  surveyed 
at  national  expense  into  townships  six  miles  square.  The  office  for  the  sale  of 
lands  was  located  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  pnrrhasers  obtained  their  title  direct 
from  the  general  (government.  Mtirh  of  the  land  was  taken  iif)  hy  '^pectdators, 
and  tbi';,  for  some  years,  operated  to  delay  actual  settlement.  .Xs  a  measure 
of  justice  a  system  of  taxation  was  adopted  by  the  early  settlers  which  com- 
pelled a  sale  of  land  to  actual  settlers  and  a  clearing  of  the  dense  forest  and  a 
utilization  of  the  fertile  soil. 

LAND  HUNTIKG. 

Isaac  B.  Smith  ranged  the  woods  of  Smithfield  township  to  find  vacant 
land  for  a  home.  Three  times  he  had  made  a  selection  and  gone  afoot  to 
Fort  Wayne,  about  thirty-two  miles  distant,  and  there  found  his  pieces  en- 
tered.  A  fourth  time  he  reached  the  land  office  onfy  to  be  disappointed. 
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Weary  and  nearly  despairinjf,  he  made  another  fruitless  journey  to  an  entry 

which  he  found  to  be  in  a  swamp,  boot-deep  in  water.  Returning  to  Fort 
Wayne,  he  secured  n  \\  ifne^';  to  the  iint^tness  of  the  entry  for  settlement. 
Wilber  Powell,  with  uliuni  he  traced  the  lines  of  the  quarter  <;pctioii  \  sixth 
time  at  the  land  olTice  he  secured  a  new  plat  of  the  township,  and  with  two 
others  had  just  found  a  good  tract,  when  they  met  three  other  men  on  the 
same  quest.  A  race  ensued  between  the  parties.  Thirty  miles  were  traveled 
on  a  trot,  and  reaching"  the  office.  Smith's  party  found  their  pieces  entered, 
but  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  knowinp;  that  their  competitors,  who  arri\ed 
an  hour  later,  had  raced  in  \ain.  Assisted  by  Wesley  Park.  Smith  at  last 
found  vacant  lan<l,  and  hastened  to  Fort  Wayne  finally,  after  eight  journeys, 
and  secured  his  future  home. 

CYCLONE. 

In  the  summer  or  fall  of  1841  a  dark,  swilt-movmg,  ujklly-con fused 
mass  of  clouds  sped  over  the  coimtry.  The  wind  accompanying  demolished 
houses,  scattered  fences  like  feathers,  and  leveled  the  forests,  rushing  forward 
with  demoniac  fury,  laying  devastation  in  its  course.  Limbs  of  trees  dark- 
ened the  air;  the  timber  fell  with  a  continual  roar,  and  bed  clothihg  from 
Henry  Brown's  house  was  carried  two  miles.  The  pathway  of  this  tornado 
was  a  half  miK  w  ide  ami  three  miles  long,  and  passed  mostly  along  the  road 
from  .Auburn  to  Spencerville, 

HYDROPHOBIA. 

During  1838  hydrophobia  alarnn  r'^  pnxailed.  and  cattle,  hogs  and 
even  wild  fnxe<  "went  mad."  In  this  i  nmciion  it  is  related  that  Daniel 
Coats,  of  \\  i!iniii;j;tnn.  was  attacked  by  a  ral'id  fox  while  i)a^>ini;  through  the 
woods  and  succtedtd.  alter  a  well-conteste<l  race,  in  securing  a  club  and  slay- 
ing his  pursuer.  A  drop  of  blood  from  the  head  of  the  fox  alighting  on 
Coats'  cheek  burned  like  fire.  Such  is  the  power  of  imagination,  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  old  tales  that  enlivened  the  pioneer  firesides. 

PIONERR  FARE. 

Food  in  the  early  day  was  neither  abundant  nor  of  high  quality,  .\ppe- 
tite  controlled  and  made  edible  a  fare  which  in  these  days  would  seem  im- 
possible. The  families  of  Daniel  Altenburg  and  Walsworth,  while  en  route 
to  Auburn,  regaled  themselves  for  a  breakfast  in  the  new  county  upon  the 
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flesh  of  a  raocooti  which  they  had  caught  on  the  previous  day.  Wesley  F^rk 
and  Joseph  Miller,  passing  a  rainy  night  in  the  woods  of  Butler  township, 
made  a  meal  upon  "new  milk  fresh  from  tin-  cow ,"  and  the  pioneers  of  that 
locality  in  1834  ate  luanily  of  "c<x)n  steak"  prepared  by  their  cook,  Charley 
Grouse,  not  even  [rilm  Surface  being  excepted  «ince  he,  impelled  by  hunger, 
Hnished  what  the  others  had  left  over  after  breakfast. 

MOUND  BUILDERS. 

The  presence,  in  the  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississi|)pi,  of  numerous 
earthen  tiimnli-  the  memorials  of  nn  age  long  past — indicates  the  existence 
of  a  pre-hist'iric  race.  There  arc  claimed  tn  !>e  several  ni(>nnfl<=  in  thh  cfnmty, 
but  the  facts  have  not  been  learned,  yet  the  preNCiicc  of  stont  axe*.  Hint  arri>w- 
hcads,  spear-points  and  other  metnentoes  of  this  singular  people,  prove  tliat  at 
least  they  were  accustomed  to  traverse  this  section. 

INDIANS. 

The  lands  of  which  DcKalb  county  forms  a  part  originallv  t)eliitii^ed  to 
the  Pottawatomies,  whose  title  was  procured  by  treaties  made  wiili  them  from 
time  to  time  by  officers  of  the  United  States  government.  The  energetic 
Jesuit  came  among  them  towards  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  found  plastic  material.  The  Pottawatomies  of  Northern  Indiana 
numbered  about  four  thousand.  The  Catholic  priest  who  first  came  among 
them  paid  the  price  for  hi«  temerity  with  his  life,  but  when  finally  converted, 
these  Jiidiaiis  heeaiiie  tinii  C  hrihiians.  In  compliance  with  an  rinkr  from  the 
general  government,  the  tribe  was  removed  to  the  Indian  territory  lx*yond  the 
Mississippi.  W'itli  a  grief  akin  to  despair  they  took  their  melancholy  journey 
and  many  deaths  along  the  route  proved  their  love  of  the.  home  of  their 
fathers.  By  1840  most  had  departed,  and  save  a  few  who  lingered,  their 
lands  were  left  to  the  incoming  whites. 

AN  EXPENSIVE  COON. 

In  an  early  day  coon  hunts  were  numerous,  but  later,  after  the  lands  of 
the  county  were  all  under  private  owner^ip,  it  was  sometimes  a  hazardous 
pastime.  A  crowd  of  young  fellows  near  Newvitle  in  1S76  engaged  in  one  of 
tfiese  'coon  hunts.  They  "treed"  an  animal  in  a  dry  oak  tree  on  the  premises 
of  Dr.  Emanuel,  and,  in  customary  fashion,  cut  down  the  tree.  The  doctor 
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immediately  entered  suit  in  the  circuit  court  f  r  :itis£action  and  damages. 
The  defendants  compromised  during  the  trial  by  the  payment  of  sevenfy-live 
dollars  in  the  way  of  costs,  lawyers'  fees  and  damages. 

FOX  HUNTS. 

In  the  early  part  of  1875  for  htmts  became  the  vogue,  and  many  were 
orp^ani^ed  amnnt^  the  citizens  of  the  countv.  ^Tarsllal^  and  other  field  officers 
were  chosen,  luintcrs  were  detailed  on  the  ditTerent  lines  prescrilx'd,  no  fire 
arms  were  allowed,  and  all  dugs  were  loosed  at  the  appointed  time.  One  of 
the  first  hunts  was  held  at  Corunna  on  Saturday,  January  z^,  1875,  and  six 
foxes  were  caught  An  immense  crowd  was  present  February  follow- 
ing; another  bunt  was  hdd  in  Ridiland  and  Fairfield  townships.  Only  three 
foxes  were  caught,  but  a  number  escaped  f rcmi  the  lines.  The  trophies  were 
sold  at  auction,  and  the  proceeds  given  to  die  poor. 

THE  LAST  BEAR. 

As  late  as  October,  1874,  a  bear  was  killed  in  Richland  township.  The 
following  account  is  from  the  fVaterho  Press  of  October  29,  1874:  '*0n 

Sunday  last  a  btack  bear  was  seen  coming  out  of  the  Baughman  marshes, 
southeast  of  town.    It  was  fired  upon  hy  several  parties,  hut  none  of  them 

seem  to  have  injnred  it.  Monday  morning  early  larE^e  parties  of  men.  with 
doe^s  and  gims.  turned  out  to  hunt  the  game.  The  animal  uas  followed  to  the 
swamps  south  of  Sedan,  where  the  dogs  brought  it  to  bay,  and  it  \\  as  shot  to 
death  by  Messrs.  Charies  Rempis,  James  Booth  and  others." 
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ORGANIZATIOK. 

In  the  winter  of  1836-7  the  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  organizing 
DeKalb  comity  and  immediately  a  strenuous  competition  began  for  the  kxa- 
tioo  of  the  county  seat.  The  l^slative  act  named  the  boundaries  of  the 
county  as  f  oUows :  "Banning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  township  33  north 

of  range  1 2  east,  thence  east  to  the  east  line  of  the  state,  thence  north  with 
the  state  line  dividing  townships  35  and  36,  hence  west  to  the  line  dividing 
ranges  rr  and  12,  thence  south  to  the  place  of  bcq-inninf^.  "  The  county  was 
named  DeKalb  in  honor  of  Baron  DeKalb,  a  Cenuan  noble,  who  esi)oused  the 
cause  of  colonial  independence,  joined  the  American  army,  and  was  commis- 
sioned a  general.  He  fell  at  the  battle  of  ^mden,  fought  near  Sanders  creek. 
South  Carolina,  on  August  6, 1780. 

DeKalb  county  is  a  part  of  the  thirteenth  congressional  district.  In  the 
state  Legislature  DeKalb  and  Steuben  counties  constitute  the  tenth  judicial 
district.  The  length  of  DeKalb  county  from  east  tr)  west  is  twenty  and  one- 
half  miles,  comprising  an  area  of  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety 
acres.  The  length  from  north  to  south  is  eighteen  miles.  When  organized 
the  county  had  a  population  of  nearly  one  thousand. 

LOCATTON  OP  COUNTY  SBAT. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  competition  for  the  location  of  a  county  seat 
grew  very  strong.  Messrs.  Rogers  and  fiamilton,  on  one  side,  and  Park  and 
Howe,  on  the  other,  were  the  contending  forces.  The  former  bought  up  land, 
laid  out  a  town  plat,  staked  off  lots  and  named  the  site  Centerville.  The  site 
laid  out  by  Paik  and  Howe  was  on  the  west  haiik  of  Cedar  credc,  two  miles 
south  and  three  miles  west  of  the  centei'  of  the  new  county.  This  location 
seemed  to  carry  the  most  favor,  and  when  Littlefield,  of  Lagrange,  Gilmore, 
of  Steuben,  and  Robert  Work,  of  Allen,  were  appointed  commissioners  to 
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select  the  site  of  the  new  CDunty  scat.  Auburn  was  promptly  chosen.  Center- 
ville  passed  to  her  death  after  the  defeat. 

FIRST  ELECnON. 

The  first  election  in  DcKaib  county  was  held  in  July.  1837.  The  river 
settlers  voted  at  the  home  ot  Washinpton  Robinson,  at  Vienna,  or  later  called 
Newville.  Three  county  commissioners,  two  associate  judges,  and  a  clerk 
and  a  recorder  were  to  be  elected.  A  bit  of  humor  catne  to  tiw  surface  when 
the  ballots  were  being  counted  out.  One  voter,  evidently  of  poetic  propensi; 
ties,  had  cast  his  ballot  thusly : 

'Tor  Commissioners 
ril  tdl  you,$irs ; 
The  old  Major — 
Or  Johnny  Blair; 

William  Rnj^cr 

And  I'cter  Fair. 

For  C  lerk  and  Recorder,  too, 

John  F.  Cobum,  sure,  will  do; 

Arial  Waldon  for  a  judge, 

And  James  Bowman  for  a  drudge." 

PTKST  commissioners'  MEETINGS. 

On  July  25,  1837,  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of 
DeKalb  county,  consisting  of  Peter  Fair  and  Samuel  Widney.  was  held  at 
the  house  of  Wesley  Park  at  Auburn.  The  meetings  were  held  at  this  place 
for  several  years  afterward.  The  first  official  step  of  the  board  was  to  ap- 
point Wesley  Park  clerk  pro  tem,  also  county  treasurer  for  a  year.  Byron 
Bunnel  was  selecti-d  a^;  cmintA'  ajjent :  John  Blair  wa«:  made  assessor :  and 
Lanslot  Inj^ian  was  named  coHect<if  of  taxes.  The  tir-^t  k' legislative  art  was 
then  executed,  naming  the  boundaries  of  Franklin  township,  as  follows: 
"Commencing  at  the  northeast  comer  of  said  county  (DeKalb)  :  thence  west 
to  the  comers  of 'ranges  13  and  14  east,  townships  35  and  36  north;  then 
south  six  miles  to  township  34  north,  ranges  13  and  14  east;  thence  east  on 
the  town  line  to  the  east  line  of  the  said  county;  thence  north  to  the  place 
of  beginning;  the  above  shall  constitute  the  first  township  in  DeKalb  oonnty." 
Provision  was  made  for  organizing  the  township  by  an  election  to  be  held  the 
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first  Monday  in  Au^ist  foMowini;^,  and  I'eter  Boyer  was  appointed  inspector 
of  elections,  Isaac  T.  Aldnch,  coahtal>le,  and  John  Holton,  supervisor. 

The  office  of  judge  was  a  singular  one.  Some  of  the  judges  of  the  day 
could  not  carry  on  court  unless  they  had,  at  stated  intervals,  a  little  dram  of 
whiskey.  The  drudge  acted  as  an  accommodation :  he  kept  the  judge  sup- 
plied witii  the  spirits.  Samuel  Widney,  Peter  Fair  and  Isaac  F.  Beecher 
were  elected  county  commissioners:  Arial  Waldon  and  Thomas  L.  Yates, 
judges  of  the  court;  and  Tofm  F.  Coburn,  clrrk  -I'nl  rccnrdcr.  John  P. 
Widney  carried  the  returns  of  the  election  to  Auhurn.  as  the  cabins  nf  Wes- 
ley Park  and  others  were  called.  The  journey  was  made  on  foot,  following 
an  old  Indian  trail,  as  there  was  no  road.  En  route  all  the  swamps  were 
waded.  Thomas  L.  Yates,  one  of  the  judges  elected,  was  a  very  peculiar 
diaracter.  He  wore  a  coarse  huntin'-shirt  and  fox-skin  cap  when  he  took 
his  seat  on  the  bench,  but  for  all  his  eccentricities,  made  an  excellent  judge. 

The  "second  session  but  first  regular"  was  held  at  the  same  place.  Sep- 
tember 4,  1837.  A  full  board  was  present,  including  Peter  Fair,  Samtiel 
W  idney  and  Isaac  F.  Beecher.  John  F.  Cobum  was  clerk  and  Wesley  Park 
sheriff.  "Being  detained  by  unavoidable  circumstances  from  transacting 
business,"  they  adjourned  until  the  next  day.  On  reassembling  Samuel  Eak- 
rigfat  was  chosen  road  ccxnmissioner  for  the  county;  after  which  an  order 
was  passed  "that  the  congressional  township  34  north,  range  13  east,  be  or* 
ganized  as  a  township  for  judicial  purposes,  to  be  known  as  the  name  of 
Union  township,  and  that  townships  34  and  35  north,  range  12  east,  and 
townships  33  and  35  north,  ranpfc  T3  east,  be  attached  thereto."  It  was  also 
"ordered  that  Wesley  Park  Ix"  apiKiiuted  supervisor  for  the  road  district  No. 
I,  comprising  the  whole  of  Union  tt>wnship,  and  all  the  lands  lying  within 
said  township  are  allotted  to  said  district." 

Further,  it  was  "ordered  i^at  the  congressional  township  34  north, 
range  14  east,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  organized  as  a  civil  township,  to  be  known 
by  the  name  of  Wilmington  township,*'  Byron  Bunnel  was  appointed  super- 
visor. 

And  again  it  was  "ordered  that  the  consrres«:ional  township  33  north, 
rantje  12  east,  be.  and  it  is  hereby  orr'anized  a^;  a  civil  township,  to  be  known 
by  the  name  of  Butler  township."  Andrew  Surface  was  appointed  supervisor. 

It  was  at  this  meeting  that  money  was  first  appropriated  for  current  ex- 
penses of  the  county.  The  first  order  drawn  was  for  $50.84,  in  favor  of 
Wesley  Faifc,  and  was  to  pay  for  these  items:  $8.00  for  services  as  sheriff 
previous  to  the  first  session  of  the  board,  and  as  clerk  during  that  session; 
$16.69  for  services  as  commissioner  in  laying  out  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Cold- 
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water  state  road,  and  $26.13  for  services  as  ct'mmissioncr  in  laying  out  the 
Goshen  and  Defiance  state  road.  Wesley  McCan  was  allowed  $2.96  for 
services  as  axman  in  laying  out  the  road:  Martin  Van  Fleet,  $2.96  for  acting 
as  cliaimian  at  the  same  time;  Lanslot  Ingman,  31^  cents  lor  similar  work; 
William  Park.  31)4  cents  as  chainman,  and  $4.75  for  laying  out  the  Goshen 
and  Defiance  state  road ;  Seth  W.  Murray,  $7.23  for  service  as  commissioner  in 
laying  out  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Coldwater  state  road;  and  Joseph  Miller, 
$26.2 1  J/,  for  surveying  both  the  alx)ve  mentioned  roads.  Joseph  Miller  was 
appointed  the  first  county  surveyor. 

The  only  otlier  business  transacted  at  this  first  regular  meeting  was  the 
allowanoe  of  the  omimissioners  per  diem,  an  item  whidi  comes  up  as 
larly  as  the  board  meetings,  several  times  each  year.  While  the  present  sys- 
tem seems  to  cost  quite  a  sum  in  the  course  of  a  year,  it  nevertheless  is  mndi 
less  expensive  than  that  in  practice  in  Michigan,  Illinois  and  other  states, 
where,  instead  of  three  cnmmi«:';ioners,  there  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
supervisors  to  draw  niilcaijc'  and  pay. 

The  second  rec^ular  session  of  the  board  was  held  in  November,  and.  the 
governmental  machinery  of  the  county  being  nou  fairly  set  in  motion,  was 
pretty  much  like  the  sessions  that  have  since  been  held  at  the  appointed  times 
for  tise  transactions  of  routine  business.  At  this  second  meeting  Wesley  Paik 
vras  appointed  school  commissioner  for  the  county. 

At  the  January  session,  1838,  Jackson  town^ip  was  erected  out  of 
town-^hip  north,  range  13  east,  and  John  Watson  was  named  as  inspector 
of  elections.  An  unique  scale  of  1icen<;es  was  adopted,  fixing  a  tavern  license 
at  $20.00:  each  license  to  vend  wooden  clocks,  $60;  each  license  to  exhibit  a 
caravan,  menagerie  or  other  collection  of  animals,  or  show  of  wax  figures  or 
circus  for  each  day,  $40.  The  license  of  $60  for  selling  wooden  clocks  seems 
strangely  large  to  us,  who  can  go  to  any  jewelry  store  and  buy  a  clock  for  a 
dollar  and  a  half,  as  tar  superior  in  value  as  inferior  in  price  to  tfie  sort  dis- 
tributed by  the  shrewd  Yankee  pc^Mler  of  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago. 

DiirinEj  the  latter  part  of  1837  DeKalb  coiintv  was  orcjanired.  including 
the  present  township  of  Concord,  and  the  fra(  lional  townships  of  Staflford 
and  Newville.  In  March,  1838,  the  fractional  township  34  north,  range  15 
east  (now  Stafford),  was  detached  from  DeKalb  and  annexed  to  Wihning'' 
ton  for  civil  purposes,  and  tfie  name  of  DeKalb  was  changed  to  Concord. 

In  those  days  nearly  all  business  men  were  oUiged  to  pay  licenses  o't 
various  amounts,  in  addition  to  their  ordinar\'  taxes.  Grocers,  even,  wer^e 
laid  under  contribution,  for  starch  7,  ly^-^P,  in  the  mmmicsinncrs'  record  an 
order  was  entered  that  the  tax  assessed  to  Thomas  J.  Freeman,  for  a  license 
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to  vend  foreign  merdiandise  and  forei|;n  and  dcnnestic  groceries  for  the  cur- 
rent year  be  85  coits,  it  appearing  that  the  amount  of  his  capital  enjoyed 
dwrein  is$i70> 

Wesley  Park,  resigning  the  ofSoe  of  school  commissioner,  Robert  Work 

was  appointed  his  successor. 

At  the  May  session,  1838.  the  amount  of  bond  for  each  con^talilc  in  the 
count>'  was  fixed  at  five  huiiilred  dollars.  The  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
was  also  appropriated  from  the  three  per  cent,  fund  for  roads,  as  follows: 
Eight  hundred  dtdlars  for  the  G(»hen  and  Deianoe  state  road ;  eight  hundred 
dollars  for  the  Fort  Wajme  and  Coldwater  state  road;  and  four  hundred 
doUars  for  the  state  road  on  llie  northwest  side  of  the  St.  Joseph  river. 
Several  bridges  were  also  ordered  built.  At  the  same  session  the  commis* 
sioners  fixed  the  poll  tax  for  1838  at  seventy-five  cents,  and  the  property  tax 
at  a  dollar  thirty-five  on  each  one  hundred  dollar  valuation.  Of  this  one 
dollar  and  thirty  fn  e  cents,  eighty-five  cents  was  for  county  revenue,  and 
fifty  cents  for  road  purposes. 

COUNTY  JAIL. 

Byron  Bunnel,  county  agent,  on  May  Q,  1838,  was  aulliorized  by  the 
conmiissioners  to  contract  for  the  building  of  a  jail  at  Auburn,  if  he  could 
sell  enough  of  the  county  lots,  which  had  been  deeded  to  the  county  by 
Wesi^  Park,  to  pay  for  Ae  woiic.  The  following  is  the  plan  of  the  pro- 
posed jail:  "Said  jail  to  consist  of  one  ground  room,  sixteen  feet  square  in- 
side of  the  walls.  The  upper  soil  where  tfie  jail  stands  shall  be  removed  and 
three  sticks  of  timber  one  foot  square  and  twenty  feet  long  shall  be  1»eddcd 
ten  inches  into  the  ground,  twenty  feet  apart  from  the  ontside  of  thi-  two 
extremes,  upon  which  a  floor  shall  be  laid  of  timber,  a  foot  thick  and  eij^ht 
to  sixteen  inches  wide,  making  a  floor  twenty  feet  square,  upon  which  said 
jail  shall  be  built  of  double  walls  on  each  side  two  feet  thick.  The  inside 
wall  shall  be  ei^t  feet  high  between  floors."  The  jait  was  to  have  a  shingle 
roof  and  be  lighted  by  one  four-light  window  of  eight  by  ten  glass.  It  was 
to  be  secured  by  iron  grates  of  inch-square  bars  runnuig  at  right  angles, 
three  inches  apart. 

Bunnel  proceeded  to  erect  a  jail,  but  be  did  not  please  the  board  by  his 
methods.  He  was  accused  of  selling  the  town  lot^^  at  too  low  prices,  and 
contracting  debts  before  having  the  money  to  settle  them.  So,  in  March, 
1839,  he  was  summarily  dismissed,  and  Thomas  J.  Freeman  appointed  in  his 
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place.  All  orders  for  tellitig  town  lots  and  for  building  a  jail  were  rescinded, 

although  Bunnel  was  paid  for  what  he  had  done.  Freeman,  Wesley  Park 
and  Nelson  Payne  were  appointed  as  a  building  committee  for  the  jail.  This 
jail  was  completed  on  time,  and  was  iised  by  the  county  authorities  for  about 
twelve  years. 

On  December  5,  185 1,  Jefferson  Wallace  contracted  to  build  a  county 
jail,  gave  bond,  and  was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  county  funds  to  the 
extent  of  one  thousand  dollars.  B.  G.  Cosgrove  was  the  ardhitect,  and  was 
allowed  thirty  dollars  for  his  plan.   In  December,  1852,  the  board  of  coni' 

missioners  examined  the  completed  building  and  accepted  it.  W.  K.  Streigfat, 
then  sheriff,  was  instructed  to  bank  the  jail.  Joshua  R,  Steves,  later  a  resi- 
<lent  of  Auburn,  acting  for  Wallace,  did  the  painting  required  and  the  county 
had  a  fairly  secure  place.  Many  notorious  criminals  were  confined  in  this 
building,  such  as  Mrs.  Knapp,  who  murdered  her  husband,  and  while  in  jail 
attempted  to  kill  herself  by  the  "hara  kari"  method:  "Michigan  Bill."  who 
made  good  his  escape  fr<Mn  the  jail. 

When  the  next  jail  was  contracted  for  in  1875,  the  dd  building  was 
moved  east  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Cedar  and  Ninth  streets,  and  was  fitted 
tip  for  fire  quarters,  and  a  meeting  place  for  the  town  board. 

The  next  jail  was  contracted  for  oti  J^ni'^tn'  16.  1875.  by  ^^'i^ianl  Crane, 
Tamc=?  R.  Duncan  and  riannon  I.ydcckcr.  'I",  J.  Tolan  &  Son,  of  Toledo, 
were  the  architects.  The  structure  was  completed  at  a  total  cost  of  $28.- 
647.78,  and  was  equipped  with  triple  grates,  and  the  most  modern  Scandi- 
navian locks.  Twenty-nine  thousand  dollars  worth  of  ten  per  cent  short 
time  bonds  were  issued  by  the  county,  to  cover  the  expense  of  building.  The 
first  man  imprisoned  in  this  jail  was  George  Hobnich,  then  serving  a  term 
of  ninety  days  for  larceny.  Lewis  Ahliott,  who  murdered  Francis  Houlton 
on  March  18.  1878.  was  incarcerated  here  prior  to  his  trial,  and  conviction, 
and  <5entence  for  life  in  prison  T  evi  Kcs'^kr.  who  murdered  AIe.\ius  T. 
Hanier  on  IVrmiber  14.  1885  \N  as  aKo  kept  here. 

Upon  the  erection  of  the  new  DeKalb  county  court  house,  arrangements 
are  being  made  to  remove  the  old  jail  from  the  court  yard,  and  on  the  lot 
just  north  of  the  new  city  hall  to  construct  a  new  and  modem  jail.  Ap- 
propriations have  not  yet  been  made,  but  plans  have  been  asked  for,  and 
active  work  will  soon  begin. 
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COURT  HOUSE  HISTORY. 

The  first  court  of  DeKalb  county  has  already  been  described  as  being 
held  in  the  cabin  owned     Wesley  Park,  the  pioneer  of  the  town  of  Auburn. 

A  schoolhouse  was  afterward  erected,  and  for  a  time  court  was  held  in  this 
building.  A  dilapidated  stove  in  this  place  supplied  the  heat,  and  a  rough 
platform  of  boards  was  built  at  one  end,  and  given  the  name  of  the  "bar." 

nasT  cotnnr  Houst. 

At  the  May  session,  1840,  of  the  commissioners  oourt,  the  county 
officials  having  detcnnined  to  build  a  court  house  on  the  public  square, 
Thomas  J.  Freeman,  Wesley  Park  and  Nelson  Payne  were  appointed  super- 
intendents for  the  construction  of  such  a  building.  Its  dimensions  were 
to  be  "thirty  feet  north  and  south,  and  forty  feet  east  and  west,  six  fe^t  of 
which  dian  be  a  portico,  four  feet  to  stairs  and  wood  rooms,  leaving  court 
house  thirty  feet  long.  Two  front  doors  and  an  alley  from  eadi  to  cirde 
fronting  die  judge's  bench  which  was  to  be  elevated  a  few  feet  above  the 
floor.  The  clerk's  scat  and  tahlc  to  he  in  front  of  the  bench.  The  n  iminal's 
box  also  to  be  in  front  of  the  bench.  The  rooms  to  be  lighted  by  eleven 
twent>'-four-H^ht  windows  above  and  beIo%v.  The  front  nf  the  portico  to 
be  supported  by  four  turned  pillars  fifteen  inches  in  diameter."  The  cost 
of  this  building  was  to  be  defrayed  by  the  sale  of  lots  belonging  to  the 
county,  excepting  those  required  to  pay  for  tiie  jail  or  set  aside  for  other 
reasons.  In  tiae  commissioners  session,  1841,  the  plan  of  the  court  house 
was  received,  entered  into  detail  of  structure,  and  date  of  July  i,'x842, 
selected  as  the  time  to  begin  woHc  on  the  structure.  Bids  were  called  for, 
and  James  Hite.  a  carpenter,  living'  5;onthea?t  of  Auburn,  took  the  contract 
for  eight  hundred  dollars.  TTe  was  assisted  by  Lviiiaii  C'hid'^ev  to  ])ut  up  the 
frame.  The  work  seems  to  have  drat^i^ed.  as  Judge  Mott  said  that  when 
he  came  here,  in  the  summer  of  1H43.  the  public  square  around  the  court 
house  was  partially  logged,  but  burned  off.  and  the  frame  of  the  court  house 
was  up,  but  not  inclosed.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  the  frame  was  completed, 
and  on  April  29,  1844,  the  court  held  their  first  session  in  the  new  structure. 

SECOND  COURT  HOUSE. 

On  June  4,  1863,  the  contract  for  the  second  court  house  was  awarded 
to  A.  Wheelock,  William  Valleau  and  John  A.  McKay.   The  consideration 
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was  $23,372,  half  in  cash  anil  the  balance  in  county  orders,  and  it  was  to  be 
completed  December  i,  1864. 

Nothing  much  was  done  until  the  spring  of  1864,  at  which  time  work 
on  tiie  building  was  resumed,  and  was  pushed  forward  rapidly.  On  July 
tst,  the  bell,  weighing  six  hundred  pounds,  was  brought  by  rail  to  Waterloo, 
thence  by  team  to  Auburn.  Tt  was  manufactured  by  B.  W.  Coffin  &  Com- 
pany, at  the  Buckeye  Rcll  Foundry,  Cincinnati.  Ohin.  By  tlie  last  of  July, 
the  dome  of  the  cotirt  lum^c  ncarcd  cnnqilftiftn,  and  nn  contract  tinu'  the 
work  was  finished  and  accepted  by  the  county  commissioners.  The  building 
completed,  contained  six  hundred  tivmsand  bricic,  three  thousand  perch  of 
field  stone,  or  boulders,  one  thousand  superficial  feet  of  cut  stone,  thirty* 
three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  of  iron  joists.  The  foundation  was  laid 
to  the  top  of  the  ground  with  common  field  stone,  and  faced  with  Sandusky 
limestone.  The  building  was  divided  on  the  first  floor  infn  fr.nr  nffire«!, 
twcntv-onc  by  twenty-four  feet,  each  with  fireproof  vaults.  The  cmirt- 
rooni  \vas  in  the  second  story.  The  tower  was  eicfhtv  feet  high,  an<l  sur- 
mounted by  a  flagstaff,  supporting  a  metallic  eagle  at  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
feet  above  the  sidewalk. 

THB  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Now  in  the  process  of  erection,  and  to  be  finished  during  the  early 
months  of  19 14,  the  county  of  DeKalb  has  a  truly  magnificent  court  house. 
The  building,  ardiitecturally,  is  worthy  of  Ae  ancient  Greek  and  Roman  art 
The  beauty  of  design,  richness  of  ornament,  and  quality  of  material,  is  un- 
surpassed in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

The  old  court  house  had  been  for  many  years  deemed  unfit  for  use,  and 
the  floor  space  inadequate  for  the  incrca^incf  need.  In  iQio.  the  stibjcct  of 
a  new  court  housv,  om-  that  might  stand  tor  ilecade  at'ti  r  decadt'.  combining 
the  most  modern  and  efficient  features,  was  talked  of  by  the  county  oflicials 
and  inhabitants. 

The  first  appropriation  for  the  new  structure  was  made  on  September 
9,  1910,  when  two  hundred  dollars  was  set  aside  for  use  in  inspecting  build- 
ings in  other  counties  of  the  state,  with  the  view  that  a  court  house  best  suited 

to  the  nccd«  of  DcKalb  county  mijrht  he  "secured.  The  county  commii^^ion- 
ers  duly  set  fortli  on  a  tour  of  insprrti<^n  thronii;h  Indiana.  Several  of  the 
leading  cities  were  visited  on  the  trip.  On  Fcbruar}'^  13th,  the  board  met 
with  several  architects,  and  after  thoroughl)-  going  over  with  the.m  the 
proposed  plans,  Mahurin  &  Mahorin,  of  Fort  Wayne,  were  decided  on  for 
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the  drafting  of  the  plan.  On  Febniary  15,  1910,  the  plans  were  formally 
accepted,  and  filed  with  the  county  auditor.  At  the  August  meeting,  1910,  a 
requisition  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  made  for  the  coa- 
st ruction  of  the  new  court  house.    Bids  were  asked  for  on  May  4,  1911,  and 

there  were  ten  different  bidders  for  the  work.  J.  B.  Goodall,  of  Peru,  was 
successful,  having  bid  one  hundred  and  eighty-fi\e  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  dollars,  with  an  allowance  of  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  old 
court  house. 

On  May  8th,  tiie  woricmen  began  to  raze  die  old  court  house,  laing 
dynamite  in  places.   This  work  of  destruction  was  completed  in  two  weeks. 
The  comer-stone  was  laid  wiA  fitting  ceremonies  on  July  27,  1911. 

Thomas  R.  Marshall,  then  governor  of  tiie  state,  delivered  a  pleasing  address. 

The  court  house  dimensions  are:  North  nnd  south,  one  liundred  and 
forty-six  feet;  east  and  west,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet:  hcit^ht.  eit,dity 
feet.  The  stone  used  in  the  construction  of  the  building  is  Bedford  oolitic 
limestone,  quarried  near  the  city  of  Bloomington,  Indiana.  The  handsome 
marble  used  in  the  interior  of  Iht  structure  is  Vermont  marble  of  ntunber  one 
quality,  not  a  slab  of  number  two  being  in  use.  Grenito  floors,  composed  of 
cement  and  marble  chips,  are  laid  and  in  the  lobbies  and  rotundas  there  is  a 
well  designed  tile  floor.  The  court  room,  commisdooers'  room,  and 
libraries,  are  laid  with  a  cork  floor,  to  heighten  the  accous^tic  properties,  and 
at  the  same  time  insure  silence.  The  dome  is  capped  with  art  glass,  illum- 
inated by  sixty  electric  lights  in  a  surrounding  trough  at  the  base.  The 
woodwork  in  the  building  is  all  of  quarter-sawed  oak;  this  includes  the 
panding  in  the  courtroom.  The  court  room  is  decorated  with  pure  leaf 
gold,  and  is  constructed  with  the  aid  of  the  most  modem  aoooustic  .arrange' 
ments  with  a  minimum  of  silence.  Electric  light,  gas,  water,  and  the  latest 
vacuum  cleaning  apparatus  are  in  f  il-  1  Lavatories  are  on  each  floor,  and 
washstands  in  every  room  of  the  buildiiig. 

There  are  forty-six  rooms  in  the  court  house,  exclusive  of  lobbies,  cor- 
ridors, and  rotunda.  On  the  third  floor  are:  two  waiting-rooms  for  wit- 
nesses; attorney's  consultation  ro<nn,  large  court  room,  jury  room,  court 
stenographer's  room,  judge's  private  room,  law  libraty,  attorneys*  second 
consultation  room,  grand  Jury  room,  ladies'  witness  room,  gentlemens'  wit- 
ness room.  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  relic  room,  small  court  room, 
judges*  consultation  room,  coimty  superintendent's  examination  room,  also 
his  ofifice ;  on  the  second  floor  are  the  officers'  toilet,  recorder's  record  room, 
office,  and  workroom,  clerk's  record  room,  office,  and  workroom,  rommission- 
.  ers'  room,  also  a  private  room,  auditor's  two  rooms,  auditor's  and  treasurer's 
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room  with  metal  grill  between,  treasurer's  office,  ladies'  toilet;  the  basement 
or  first  floor  has  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  toilet,  mothers*  room,  ladies'  rest 
fOCHU,  surv^or's  office,  also  workroom,  sheriiFs  offioe,  prisoner's  cage,  stale 
record  room,  county  assessor's  office,  assembly  room,  and  two  annexes. 

Two  beautiful  mural  paintings  form  a  part  of  the  decoration,  placed  on 
the  walls  adjoining  the  stairway  at  tlic  third  floor.  One  re])resents  "The 
Spirit  of  Industry"  and  inscribed  in  gold  letters  below  the  painting  are  the 
words:  "The  center  group,  a  sitting  female  figure,  allegorical  of  the  state 
of  Indiana,  her  right  hand  resting  upon  the  con^tiition  and  her  left  hand 
holding  the  great  seal  of  the  state,  giving  protection  to  the  agricultural  and 
industrial  endeavors  of  the  county,  assisted  and  counselled  by  a  male  figure, 
allegorical  of  the  finest  spiritual  qualities  of  the  human  mind.  At  the  base 
of  the  center  srroup  a  fissure  symbolic  of  education,  a  woman  teacher  instruct- 
ing a  future  citizen,  on  the  left  different  manufactures  are  portrayed  and  on 
the  right  agriculture  is  icpreaenied  by  a  great  field  of  golden  wheat,  with 
harvesters  in  the  distance,  and  in  the  foreground,  cows  and  sheep,  implying 
domestic  industries  of  the  county."  The  painting  on  the  <^posite  wall 
rq»resents  'The  Spirit  of  Progress,"  with  the  following  inscription  below: 
."The  center  . group  represents  a  monumental  figure  of  Baron  DeKalb,  being 
crowned  by  the  Goddess  of  Victory  as  oi^c  of  the  bravest  heroes  of  the 
Revolution.  His  horse  being  killed  under  liini.  he  has  regained  his  feet  and 
allliougli  badly  wounded,  is  setting  a  fine  e\ani[)le  to  his  soldiers  in  attacking 
tile  enemy  again  and  again,  until  mortally  wounded.  To  the  left  in  the  back- 
ground .scenes  from  tlie  wars  with  the  Indians,  which  were  unavoidable 
before  a  final  peaceful  settlement  of  the  country  was  possible.  At  the  right, 
Columbia  is  proclaiming  Peace  and  Liberty  to  the  country.  In  the  fore- 
ground, starting  on  the  trail,  is  one  of  the  earliest  pathfinders,  and  in  the 
distance,  a  settler  with  his  fomily,  tilling  the  soil  of  the  county." 

Tliese  paintings  were  executed  1)y  Arthur  Tboma'?.  an  artist  of  New 
York  City,  and  were  sul'mitted  l)y  the  William  F.  F.ehreiig  CinupatiN ,  of 
Cincinnati,  and  were  approved  by  the  commissioners  on  May  30,  1913. 

The  superior  system  of  natural  lighting  in  the  DeKalb  county  court 
house  is  unsurpassed  in  the  state,  and  is  a  modd  of  twentieth  century  prog- 
ress in  designing. 

The  total  cost  of  the  structure  will  fall  close  to  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.   A  bond  issue  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 

dollars  has  been  made. 

Plans  are  made  to  beautify  the  extensive  lawn  surronn<ling  the  structure, 
which  occupies  the  space  of  a  city  block,  and  the  many  shade  trees  are  being 
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carefully  preserved.  Cement  walks  and  arc  lights  will  decorate  the  court 
yard«  and  at  each  of  four  entraMes  has  been  phced  a  sanitary  dritildntg 
fountain. 

The  cttizeiis'  committee  for  the  erection  of  the  court  house  is  composed 
of  Rev.  Augustus  Young  of  Ganrett»  Sam  G.  Stone  of  Butler,  and  Albert  W. 
Howalter  of  Uebner. 

THE  DEKALB  COUNTY  ASYLUM. 

The  DeKalb  County  Asylum  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  state,  in  equip- 
ment space,  methods,  and  as  a  comfortable  home  for  the  unfortunate  people 

who  are  compeHcd  to  seek  refuge  there.  The  establishment  of  a  home  such 
as  this  one  is  charity  and  hinnanitv  of  the  hic^hest.  A  man  has  a  right  to 
be  protected  by  his  fellows,  and  he  has  the  li^rht  to  demand  it,  hut  pride  and 
dread  of  dependence  together  prevent  him  from  doing  so  in  almost  eveiy 
instance.  In  the  of  the  county  asylum,  the  individual  does  not  have 
to  seek  help,  the  county  sedcs  him  who  needs  it,  and  gives  it  with  open  hand. 
Such  is  the  beneficence  of  this  institution. 

The  present  asylum  is  a  magnificent  structure  of  brick  and  Stonei  con- 
taining in  the  main  building  sixty-four  rooms  for  the  inmates.  The  former 
iwyltim  was  a  two- story  frame  buihiincf.  and.  althotigh  adequate  to  the  im- 
mediate needs,  was  supplanted  by  the  present  buildinjCf.  The  farm  bclonjring 
to  the  institution  contains  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  active  farm- 
ing is  conducted  thereon  by  the  inmates  who  are  aUe  and  qualified  to  work. 
Steam  heat  from  a  private  plant  is  supplied  to  all  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
place  is  wired  for  electricity,  aldiough  at  this  date  the  current  has  not  been 
sent  out  from  Auburn.  There  are  commodious  bams,  out  houses,  store 
houses,  bakery,  and  shops  connected,  and  a  diversity  of  labor  may  be  given 
to  the  inmate.  Three  girls  and  two  men  are  employed  on  the  farm  be<;tdes 
the  proprietor,  Ah'a  Grogg,  and  his  wife.  Good,  substantial  food  is  ob- 
tained, and  comfortable  living  quarters  are  furnished.  The  building  was 
constructed  in  1908.  At  this  date  there  are  forty-one  inmates,  deven  of 
whom  are  women.  The  county  supports  the  institution,  ahhot^  the  farm 
itsdf  brings  in  some  revenue. 

ASSBSSHBNT  FOR  DEKALB  COUNTY,  l^l^* 

The  fdlowing  list  shows  tiie  value  of  the  lands,  lots  and  improvements; 
the  valtie  of  personal  and  corporation  property;  and  total  net  value  of  tax- 
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ables  in  the  town  l  i  s,  and  larger  towns;  for  the  year  1913,  prepaivd  from 

the  county  and i tor  s  tax  duplicates : 

The  town  of  Butler:  value  of  lands,  lots  and  improvements,  $4,565.30; 
value  personal  and  corporation  property,  $3,788.50;  total  net  value  of  tax- 
ables,  $8,133.90.  Using  this  same  system  of  listing,  the  town  of  Waterloo 
presents  the  following  figures:  $1,702.80;  $2,753.10;  $4,382.70.  RiclUand 
township,  $5,201.20;  $6^24.80;  $11,063.10.  The  town  of  Conuuut: 
$538.50;  $1,173.60;  $1,694.50.  Fairfield  township:  $7,211.80;  $2,617.10; 
$9410.00.  Smithfidd  township:  $6,988.90;  $3,278.50;  $9,947,60,  Ashley 
township:  $964.50;  $424.70;  $1,328.20.  Franklin  township.  $7,382.30; 
$2,208.50;  ?l9,i93.7o.  Troy  township:  $3,053.70;  $2,056  ck);  $4,850.30. 
Grant  township:  $3,75970;  $5,576.90;  $9,161.50.  Butler  town.ship, 
$5,oo5.(x>;  $2,401.50;  $7,061.30.  Jackson  township:  $7,311.80;  $5,149.30; 
$12,002.70.  Concord  township:  $3,630.50;  $4,178.80;  $7,566.50.  The 
town  of  St.  Joe:  $694.30;  $1,366.60;  $2,047.90.  Spencer  township:  $3,- 
728.80;  $2,651.70;  $(S,2i8.oo.  Newvilie  township:  $2,949.08;  $1,848.20; 
$4.57570  Stafford  township:  $3,01740;  $868.90;  $3,761.10.  Wilminf* 
ton  township:  $7,432.40;  $8,136.10;  $15,140.90.  Union  township :  $4,788.60; 
$2,385.80;  $6,891. 7'o.  The  city  of  Anhurn :  $12,452.00;  $<>,875.3o;  $21,- 
240.70.  Keyser  township:  $3,016.40;  $3,192.00;  $6,084.20.  City  of  Gar- 
rett: $9,337-90;  $4,710.50;  $12,488.90. 

oouifTY  opncns. 

The  oflficers  of  the  connty  of  DeKalb  for  the  year  of  1913  are  as  follows: 
Glen  \"an  Auken,  joint  senator;  E.  M.  McKennan,  representative;  Frank  A. 
Powers,  judge  circuit  court;  Hubert  Hartman,  prosecuting  attorney;  John 
Hebel,  clerk  circuit  court;  A.  W.  Madden,  auditor;  Warren  McNabb  (de- 
ceased), Harvey  O.  Williams,  recorder;  J.  J.  Oberltn,  treasurer;  John  Hoff, 
sheriff;  Alva  L.  Lank,  surveyor;  Lida  Lcasure,  county  school  superintendent; 
Alva  Grogg,  superiiitcndent  of  county  asylum ;  Ed.  Kelham,  E.  A.  Bordner, 
W.  A.  Duwels,  CQOimissioners ;  I,«onard  Shipe,  ditch  commissioner.  The 
cotmt}'  council  is  composed  of  Luther  Knisely,  Charles  Arford,  Wesley  D. 
Miller,  Charle<>  Fckhart.  John  S.  F<>ft>,  W  illiam  Mcrcia  and  Gustave  D. 
Beeber.  The  trustees  are:  George  W.  Burtzner,  Butler;  S.  H.  Nugen, 
Jackson;  Samuel  Mumaw,  Concord;  John  Whitehurst,  Newvilie;  C.  W. 
Webster,  Stafford;  F.  W.  Nimmons,  Wilmington;  Frank  Fyle,  Unkm; 
George  Shaffer,  Richland;  Oatk  Hemstreet,  Pairfidd;  Jerry  Mortorff, 
Smithfield;  Oliver  Oberiin,  Franklin;  Daniel  Burkhart,  Troy;  S.  H.  Down- 
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cod,  Keyser;  J.  H.  Reed,  Grant;  William  Erick,  Spencer.  The  assessors  are 
as  follow^:  David  Heitz,  Buder;  A.  E.  Culbettsoo,  Jackson;  John  Smilfap 
Conoord;  Neff  Cullers,  Newville;  Henty  Shaffer,  Stafford;  Henry  A.  Wins- 
low,  Union;  A.  D,  Branson,  Wilmington;  Frank  Devinney,  Richland;  Henry 

Deetz,  Fairfield;  Bro\\Ti  Albright,  Smithfield ;  Benjamin  Lowe.  Franklin; 
Frank  Gunsenhouser,  Troy;  D.  S.  Haag,  Keyser:  D.  F..  Newcomer,  Grant; 
George  W.  Wade.  Spencer;  George  Scatterj^ood,  county  assessor.  County 
attorneys  are :  Daniel  M.  Link  and  Edgar  W.  Atkinson. 

nNAMCES  OF  COUMTy,  I913. 

The  last  financial  exhibit  by  the  county  auditor,  showing  receipts  and 
disbursements  to  county  fund  is:  Receipts,  $282,720.65;  disbursements, 
$177,979.85;  balance  in  county  fund,  $104,740.80;  balance  in  county  bond 
fund,  $22,789.37,  making  a  total  balance  of  $127,530.17. 

The  atatement  of  the  county  uidudinir  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
several  funds  is:  receipts,  $643,990.63;  disbursements,  $495,062.93;  balance, 
$Z4S^7.7i.  The  latter  figure  is  ttit  balance  in  the  county  treasury. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


MILITARY  HISTORV. 

The  ootinty  of  DeKalb,  like  all  otlier  counties,  is  justly  proud  of  the 
heroic  part  played  by  her  sons  in  the  great  drama  of  the  sixties.  Enshrined 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  these  men  who  resolutdy  faced  die  terrors  of  the 

Sui.th,  risking  life,  home,  health,  and  everything  ^t  was  dear  to  tiiem,  in 
order  that  a  Union  might  be  preserved,  truly  deserve  more  than  a  few 
scattering  words  to  their  memory.  It  is  trtic  that  monuments  may  he  erected, 
the  deeds  of  the  brave  sung  in  immortal  verse  and  ennobled  in  tlie  national 
literature,  but  yet  the  true  memorial,  the  sanctity  of  the  heart  will  enfold, 
and  by  word  of  mouth  from  generation  to  generation  will  the  courage, 
fortitude,  and  sublime  sdf-sacriiice  of  the  "boys  in  blue"  be  transmitted  in 
enduring  form.  History  has  a  purpose:  it  is  to  preserve,  fairly  and  justJy, 
the  records  of  the  past,  so  that  a  guide  may  be  supplied  to  the  thoughts  and 
conceptions  of  future  men  and  women  who  live  when  these  wliite  pages  have 
grown  sear  and  yellnw  with  age.  Simple  statement  of  fact  is  far  better 
than  fulsome  encomium  in  the  narration  of  the  l»!g  story  of  fiity  years'  ago; 
it  is  by  these  direct,  forceful  means,  that  history  will  serve  its  true  purpose. 

DeKalb  county  people  at  the  beginning,  when  the  first  dark  muttcrings 
of  war  were  heard,  hdd  different  opinions,  and  so  did  odier  parts  of  the 
North.  There  were  many  who  believed  that  war  was  needless,  and  conse- 
quently refused  to  take  one  side  or  the  rtther.  Others  were  franldy  of  the 
"butter-nut"  tinge,  but  they  were  in  the  minority.  The  big  mass  of  the 
citi/'cns  favored  a  suppression  of  the  iniquitou'^  .South  and  her  dreaded  insti- 
tution of  slaverv.  The  twentieth  rentur)'  reader  does  not  know  the  scope 
of  that  word  "slavery,"  that  is,  the  general  reader.  The  true  meaning  has 
mercifully  been  expurgated  from  the  pages  of  modem  literaturcv  We  l»ve 
the  term  "white  slavery"  today,  and  the  meaning  of  the  expression  brings 
to  Its  a  feeling  of  loathing  and  indignation,  diat  a  country  should  have  indi- 
viduals who  veritably  fight  the  growth  of  civilization.  The  slavery  of  the 
South  was  little  better.  In  the  main,  diflFerent  in  character,  it  yet  embodied 
deeds  and  motives  similar  to  the  modem  slaver>-.  Rome  and  the  Latin 
countries  had  their  slavery,  and  their  ideas  of  that  institution  are  not  written 
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in  disguised  form.  So,  in  America  during  the  later  fifties,  there  was  a  need, 
a  pressii^  one,  that  coercive  measures  be  taken  to  exterminate  the  "terror  of 
the  SotttlL" 

Notwithstanding  the  various  causes  tiiat  have  been  attributed  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  tibe  sole  cause  was  slaveiy.  In  reading  this  deduce 
tioa,  manj  will  disagree,  for  even  at  this  late  day  there  is  incontrovertible 

argument  on  each  side  of  the  question.  Slaven'  was  distinctly  out  of  tune 
with  the  times;  the  attitude  of  the  Southern  [>eo{)le  was  falsely  ardstocratic : 
and  the  North,  with  saner  customs,  resolved  itself  into  a  unit.  The  stirring 
times  tliat  followed  the  Mexican  territory  acquisition,  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
tiie  Missouri  Compromise,  the  struggle  in  congress,  the  Lincoln-Doiighs  de- 
bates, and  lincohi's  election  to  the  presidency,  cannot  be  detailed  in  a  work 
of  tiiis  scope,  but  a  discussion  is  wordiy  as  a  preface  to  the  part  DeKalb 
county  played  later. 

A  greater  appreciation  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  worth  is  pained  when  we 
comprehend  tlie  arena  into  which  he  was  forced  to  step  in  i  S60.  The  utter 
confi!?;ion.  the  threateninjSf  war  clouds,  and  the  attitude  of  the  people,  who 
spoke  silently,  "Let  s  see  what  you  can  do,"  supplied  a  stern  test  for  the 
iMckwoods  lawyer."  The  opportunity  was  provided  for  him,  and  his  ac^ 
oompiishments  are  histoiy. 

War  might  have  been  avoided  had  the  Nordi  recognized  the  slaves  upon 
the  same  hasis  as  cattle  or  any  other  common  property,  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  the  South  reverted  to  the  sentiment  of  the  North,  and  pronounced 
slaver^-  an  evil.  It  is  evident,  however,  when  the  tenor  of  the  day  is  con- 
sidered, that  these  two  theories  were  impossible.  The  mass  of  people,  of 
both  sides,  were  eager  for  the  actual  conflict;  mob  spirit  prevailed;  but  the 
greater  minds,  the  leaders,  entered  tiie  stride  with  heavy  hearts.  Lhicoln, 
Gran^  Lee,  Jadcson,  Meade  and  Longstreet,  and  otiier  of  the  great  muids  of 
mait  conflict,  were  sad  with  the  weight  of  unjust  and  useless  carnage.  The 
four  years'  strife,  tiie  early  success  of  tiie  Confederate  host,  the  high  tide  at 
Gettysburg,  and  then  the  slow,  merciless  pounding  of  Grant's  machine  on  the 
depleted  Armv  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  the  final  chai)ter  at  Appomattox, 
cannot  be  more  than  mentioned,  but  this  is  appropriate  and  adequate. 

  Lincoln's  nomination. 

The  news  of  Lincoln's  nomination  hy  the  Repuhlicnn  party  for  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States  was  received  with  great  rejoicing  in  DeKalb. 
and  particularly  in  Auburn,  the  coimty  seat.    Processions,  music  and  meet- 
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ings  were  the  order  of  the  (lay,  and  the  people  were  veiy  enthusiastic  and — 
noisy.  Samuel  W.  Widney  and  S.  B.  Ward  were  the  chief  orators  of  the 
day.  and  their  stirring  sentences  served  to  increase  the  lojralty  and  patriotism 
of  those  assembled. 

THB  FIBST  CALL. 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  first  sent  forth  his  call  for  seventy-five  thousand 
men.  many  vohmtecrs  from  DcKalb  county  ofTcrt'd  (heir  scr^•iccs.  How- 
ever, they  ^vere  not  orp^ani^ed  into  companies,  but  those  who  were  accepted 
for  the  service  were  assif^ned  to  other  commands,  and  many  were  thus 
credited  to  other  counties  of  the  state.  Tlie  number  of  men  at  this  period 
was  snfRcient  for  two  full  companies.  The  first  company  to  receive  a  lat^ 
number  of  DeKalb  men  was  G,  of  the  Nineteenth  Indiana  Volunteer  In* 
fantry.  People  in  various  parts  of  the  county  held  celebrations  in  honor  of 
the  men  who  were  leaving  to  join  this  company  and  others.  At  Waterloo, 
on  Iv.lv  10.  i86i,  a  very  sad  incident  occurred,  which  dimmed  the  ardor 
of  the  people. 

THE  WATERLOO  TRAGEDY, 

A  cannon  belonging  to  the  dtizens  of  Waterloo  was  being  fired  in  honor 
of  tiie  volunteers  belonging  to  Captain  Gatk's  company  who  were  l«tving  on 
the  express  train  at  3 :55.    Two  rounds  had  been  fired,  and  the  tfiird  and 

fatal  one  wa?;  re<!crved  until  the  departure  of  the  trrw>p  train.  The  qftni  had 
been  heavily  charf^ed,  and  was  wadded  with  green  leather  shavint,'s  from  the 
tannery,  to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  mu7?]e,  and  as  the  train  pulled  out, 
the  gun  was  discharged.  The  result  was  a  terrific  explosion,  burstuig  tiie 
gun  to  atonu  and  scattering  the  fragments  of  iron  in  all  directions,  over 
houses  and  tree  tops,  carrying  some  pieces  a  distance  of  eighty  rods. 

J.  H.  Shoemaker,  who  had  assisted  in  loading  the  gun  and  who  applied 
the  match,  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  iron,  and  a  frightful  gash  cut  in  his  side, 
near  the  lower  rib*^.  nnd  completely  !?ever!n'^  the  spinal  column.  He  died 
instantly.  About  to  tire  the  piece,  he  was  heard  to  rctuark  that  "those  boys 
over  there,"  pointinij  to  the  crowd  at  the  depot,  "said  they  woidd  not  touch 
it  off  for  five  hundred  dollars" ;  another  instant  and  he  was  dead. 

Singularly,  not  another  person  in  the  crowd  was  injured,  although  the 
narrow  escapes  were  many. 
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DEKALB  COUNTY  GUABDS. 

The  first  company  to  be  raised  in  this  county  entirely,  and  ofHicered  by 
DeKalb  men,  was  Captain  Hawley  s,  whicli  company  entered  tlie  Thirtieth 
Indiatia  Volunteer  Infantry.  Some  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county  joined 
this  regiment  After  the  organization,  the  ladies  of  Auburn  met  together 
and  evolved  plans  for  showing  tiieir  admiration  of  the  men,  and  decided 
upon  a.  banner.  Accordingly*  one  was  made  of  silk,  and  presented  it  to  the 
company.  T!ie  men  were  overjoyed  by  the  tribute,  and  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  editor  of  the  New  Era,  to  be  published.   The  letter  was  as  follows : 

"Camp  Allen,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Sept.  9,  1861. 
"Editor  Era— At  a  meeting  of  the  DeKalb  County  Guards,  while  on 
dttfy  in  company  drill,  in  Camp  Alien,  the  followmg  preambfe  and  resolutions 

adopted : 

''\\  liercns,  The  citizens  of  DeKalb  rtumty  have,  by  their  energetic  efforts, 
been  instruniental  in  effecting  the  organization  of  the  DeKalb  County  Ctiards. 
and  in  contributing  to  their  aid  and  comfort,  in  both  physical  and  social 
wants,  therefore  be  it  resolved, 

"l.  That  we  tender  to  the  citizens  of  said  county,  one  and  all,  who 
have  so  contributed  to  our  wants,  our  heartfelt  thanks,  as  a  testimonial  oa 
our  part  ff»' their  kind  aid  and  sympathy. 

"2.  That  words  fail  to  give  expression  to  the  fedii^  we  experienced 
on  receiving  the  warm  and  kind  pressure  of  the  hand,  in  seeing  the  eyes  of 
our  friends  dimmed  with  the  tear  of  regret,  and  in  hearing  the  fervent  'God 
bless  you.'  at  our  departure  from  our  hoiues,  to  join  in  sustaining  the  Govern- 
ment from  foes  without  and  traitors  within. 

"3.  That  the  ladies  of  Auburn  are  particularly  entitled  to  our  thanks 
for  tiie  bountiful  collation  prepared  by  them  for  us  on  tiie  day  of  our  de- 
partUK  from  that  place;  and  we  also  owe  our  grateful  thanks  to  those  who 
accompanied  to  this  camp. 

That  as  it  would  be  impos-^iWe  to  specify  all  the  acts  of  indi- 
vidual kindness  which  have  helped  to  contribute  to  our  relief,  wc  will  only 
say.  with  true  feeling,  that  they  are  all  duly  appreciated,  and  will  never  be 
forgotten. 

'*5.  That  the  flag  we  have  reoehred  will  not  be  disgraced  by  any  act  of 
ours,  but  that  in  its  defense  we  will  imperil  our  lives,  and  never  bring  re- 
proadi  upon  the  name  of  DeKalb. 

"6.  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  signed  by  the  corn- 
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missioned  officers  of  our  company,  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  the  Era  at  Auburn 

and  the  Press  at  Waterloo,  for  publication. 

"Capt.  Cyrus  Hawley, 

"First  Lieut.  W.  W.  Griswold, 

"Second  Lieut.  J.  C  Smith." 

NEWSPAPER  EDITORIALS  OF  l86t. 

The  general  preparedness  of  the  country  is  evidenced  by  the  following 
editorial  from  (he  Jl'afcrloo  /Vr.M  of  ?ei)tember  20.  : 

"Two  special  trains,  laden  with  cannon,  jiowdcr.  balls,  shells,  etc..  have 
passed  here  this  week.  The  cannon  were  of  large  size,  and  destined  for 
fortifying  the  Mississippi  Valley.  The  following  is  the  'bill  of  goods':  Ten 
64-pounders;  twenty  32-pounders;  2,467  32-pound  balls;  147  64-pound  balls; 
and  sixty-four  96-pound  balls;  and  aggregate  of  91^0  pounds  of  shot,  shdl 
and  ball." 

The  Waterloo  Press^  one  of  the  loyal  Union  papers  in  the  county,  in 
the  issue  of  October  4,  i86t,  publishes  the  followinjj: 

"The  instrinsic  value  of  virtue  is  measured  by  the  effort  made  to  acquire 
and  niaiutain  it.  Probably  there  is  no  county  in  the  north  half  of  the  state 
where  so  much  opposition  of  various  characters  has  been  met  as  in  this  goodly 
county  of  ours.  Prom  the  first  many  manly  and  brave  hearts  have  been 
ready  to  respond  to  the  call  to  defend  our  government.  Our  citizens  have 
gone  forth  in  twos,  fives,  tens,  twenties  and  forties  to  fill  up  vacant  places 
in  other  counties  and  states ;  then  came  one  full  company.  Captain  Hawleys, 
and  it  is  so  ^vrittcn  on  the  pa^es  of  histoiy  and  taTilets  of  many  observers. 

"Now  two  more  companies;  are  bcincr  fomicd.  already  in  camp.  Captain 
Merrill's  and  Captain  Park's.  The  latter  is  too  favorably  known  in  this 
county  to  add  to  his  character  by  further  notice  here;  it  commends  itself ;  but 
the  former  is  not  so  well  known.  But  he  has  recommendations  from  those 
who  are  acquainted  and  qualified  to  judge,  which  command  a  favorable  con- 
sideration. He  has  been  a  military  man  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was 
once  elected  captain  of  Company  A,  Toledo  Guards,  which  post  he  resigned 
when  he  came  among  us. 

"Patrint^.  will  you  at  once  heed  tbc  rail,  and  within  four  days  fill  up 
thoc  conijiiinies?  You  may  still  be  fnitl.cr  called  ujion  to  pl.acc  more  men 
in  the  field.  The  prompt  response  to  tiie  calls  already  made  upon  you  is  a 
sure  guarantee  that  your  patriotism  is  equal  to  the  demand.   These  corn- 
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pwues  cannot  fail  of  being  filled  by  the  brave  hojs  of  DeKalb.  Do  I  over- 
estunale  yoor  patriotiam?  Time  will  tdL 

"Newville  is  thus  the  banner  township.  The  voters  of  that  town  num- 
ber one  hundred  and  seventy,  and  forty  of  them  are  volunteers  in  the  govern- 
ment service.    What  township  speaks  for  the  banner  next? 

"Evenilhing  for  the  cause." 

The  New  Era  of  March,  1861,  just  before  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities, 
prmts  the  following,  which  shows  plainly  the  position  of  the  peace  advocates : 

"Coeidott  stands  boldly  out  in  the  inaugural,  and  coercion  carried  into 
effect  will  no  doubt  lead  to  war.  The  Southern  Confederacy  has  thirty 

thousand  troops  encamped  in  the  field  ready  to  resist  coercion.  Virginia  and 
Kentucky  declare  that  if  the  President  sends  an  army  South  to  take  the  forts, 
and  compel  suhmission  to  the  laws,  that  they  will  join  the  seceded  states  and 
resist  such  coercion;  and  the  remainficr  of  the  border  slave  states  would  in 
all  probability  do  tlie  same,  and  then  we  will  have  war,  but  Mr.  Lincoln 
would  not  be  to  bhune;  he  is  bound  by  his  official  oa^  to  smrtain  the  Consti- 
tution and  execute  the  laws,  and  we  would  not  give  a  straw  for  a  President 
who  does  not  regard  the  sacred  obligations  of  his  oath,  and  who  mnll  not  do 
his  duty.  If  we  get  into  trouble,  simply  by  the  chief  mae^istrate  discharging 
his  dutv,  tlie  fault  will  not  attach  to  him.  hut  to  those  Republican  and  .acces- 
sion members  of  Contjress  who.  in  deliance  of  the  will  of  the  people,  refuse 
to  vote  for  compromises  that  would  have  given  peace  to  the  country." 
This  same  paper,  in  August,  1861,  said: 

"What  we  most  wish  is  the  present  and  future  sacred  observance  of  the 
Constitution.  We  are  strong  enough  to  maintain  the  ynion  and  the  Consti- 
tution, too.  What  is  past  cannot  be  remedied,  and  we  need  not  stop  at  pres- 
ent to  discuss.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  war — ^a  war  begun  by  reckless  rebels 
at  Charleston.  The  President  had  law  fnl  power  to  call  out  troops;  to  sen'C 
until  thirty  days  after  the  mectinj::  of  Conj^rcss.  He  did  so,  and  we  urged 
the  enlistment  of  tnHips.  The  capital  was  in  danger,  and  its  capture  by  the 
Citi  federates  woukl  ha\c  curtailctl  on  us  everlasting  disgrace  and  incalculable 
evils. 

"Since  then  other  acts  have  been  done  1^  the  Executive,  which  we  could 
not  approve.  But  let  them  pass,  and  let  us  look  at  matters  as  they  now  stand. 
Congress  has  authorized  the  raising  of  troops,  and  the  capital  is  prol)abIy 
at  this  moment  in  sfreater  danger  than  ever  before.  What  is  to  be  done' 
Why.  troops  must  be  raised  at  once  for  its  defense  and  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  We  hold  it  to  l>e  the  duty  of  every  loyal  citizen  to  do  all  in 
his  power  to  aid  the  speedy  enlistment  of  troops,  and  accordingly  we  have 
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exerted  all  our  inilttenoe  to  this  end,  although  bitterly  denounced  tiberefor 
fay  some  misgoided  friend.   But  at  the  same  time  that  we  would  do  all  in 

our  power  to  increase  our  power  to  meet  the  present  exigency — and  while 

we  iin  oke  all  patriotic  young  men  who  can  possibly  leave  home  to  enlist  at 
once  in  some  of  the  regiments  now  recniitinj^,  and  to  rush  to  the  resctie  of 
our  cdnntry's  flag,  we  al^rt  wonld  extend  the  olive  branch  witii  one  band, 
while  keepmg  the  sword  firmly  grasped  in  the  other." 

Thus,  the  newspaper  seemed  to  have  an  indefinite  opinion  of  affairs  in 
general.  From  the  tone  of  their  editorials  printed  above,  one  is  lead  to 
fadieve  that  they  were  against  war,  but  afraid  to  say  so.  When  the  struggle 
was  on  in  full  force  it  thus  spoke : 

"Our  nation  is  now  passing  its  fiery  ordeal.  It  will  come  from  the  con- 
test a  power  among  the  nations,  or  it  will  sink  to  a  disunited  conglommera- 
tion  of  petty  states.  Nothing  so  viial  to  every  citizen  can  be  conceived  as 
the  decision  of  the  question,  Have  we  a  government  ?  Shall  we  maintain  it 
despite  domestic  dissension  and  foreign  intervoition?  To  fail  would  be  to 
sink  millions  of  property  as  well  as  to  cover  the  face  of  each  patriot  with 
chagrin,  and  to  ruin  the  hope  of  a  government  like  ours  ever  becoming 
permanent. 

"But  we  know  no  such  word  as  fail.  Sooner  than  this,  ilie  lo\  al  states 
would  see  twice  five  hundred  thou«nnd  mure  brave  men  spring  to  tlie  aid  of 
the  gallant  army  who  are  now  winning,'  laurels  ui)'jn  the  field,  and  who  are 
fast  regaining  our  soil  from  the  grasp  of  the  traitors." 

In  August,  1862,  came  the  following  in  the  same  paper: 
''It  is  truly  gratifying  to  know  that  this  county  can  show  so  proud  a 
record — prouder  than  any  other  county  of  its  size  and  population  in  the 
state — ^in  the  cause  of  the  government.  Her  page  in  the  history  of  this  revo- 
lution will  shine  bright  among  the  brighe<:t,  her  name  live  forever.  When 
the  present  companies  forming  under  the  late  calls  go  into  camp,  which  they 
will  have  lii  ue  befoic  this  item  reaches  our  readers,  DeKalb  county  will  have 
sent  out  six  lull  companies,  and  enough  men  have  gone  out  of  the  couniy  and 
enlisted  to  number  at  least  two  rocn-e,  making  in  all  eight  companies,  or  eight 
hundred  and  eight  men.  The  fact  is,  the  people  of  little  DeKalb  are  a  union, 
a  loyal  people.  They  desire  to  see  the  rebdlion  put  down,  the  Constitution 
preserved  and  the  glorious  old  Union  restored.  For  this  purpose  they  are 
sacrificing  their  lives  and  their  means,  and  for  this  object  they  will  toil,  if 
necessary,  to  the  bitter  end." 
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MASS  MEBTING& 

For  Iht  first  few  years  of  the  war,  enthusiasm  did  not  abate  in  DeKalb 
county,  and  frequent  meetings  were  held,  resulting  in  added  enlistments  and 
more  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Union.   Even  in  the  fateftd  year  of  1863, 

when  the  j^ray  host  seemed  to  have  the  upper  hand  and  the  cause  of  the 
Union  lost,  the  people  of  the  county  maintained  their  hearty  qiirit,  and  the 

meetin^^s  increased  in  number,  every  villag^e  and  town  in  the  county  pro- 
claiming their  loyalty,  holding  assemblies  in  school  houses,  churches  and  resi- 
dences, any'^vhe^e  that  the  people  might  congregate  and  conduct  a  celebra- 
tion. 

On  February  20,  1863,  at  the  Methodist  church  in  Auburn,  a  meeting 
was  held.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Widney,  and 
^pt.  L.  J.  Blair,  of  Ihc  Eighty-eighth  Tndinna  Volunteer  Infantry,  was 
chosen  president ;  Capt.  F.  F.  Smith,  of  the  United  States  Xa\  y,  was  selected 
as  secretary,  and  the  following  were  named  as  vice  presidents :  t  apt.  C>rus 
Hawley.  Corp.  J.  McMillcn,  and  Lieut.  James  McKay,  of  the  Thirticlh  Indi- 
ana; Solomon  Delong,  R.  Lockwood,  L.  Iloodlemire,  i.  Diunars,  J.  Hoffman, 
and  J.  Link  of  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana;  C.  Carr,  of  the  Forty-eightli  Indi- 
ana; A.  McQellan,  of  the  Fifty-Second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry;  and 
William  Fisher,  of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan.  Dr.  J.  N.  Chamberlain, 
Rev.  Widney,  and  John  McCune  were  appointed  as  a  committee  on  resolu- 
tions, and  while  they  were  forming  a  report.  \V.  S.  Smith,  of  Fort  Wayne, 
addressed  the  audience  in  -^tirrinp:^  words.  The  cnmnitttee  hrotit^ht  in  a 
series  of  resolutions  conmienditiij  the  action  of  the  go\crnnient  in  using 
every  available  means  ui  suppressing  the  seceding  states,  and  expressed  tliem- 
■dves  as  wflling  to  make  every  sacrifice  to  maintain  the  armies  in  the  field, 
praising  the  boys  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  mourning  the  ones  whose  lives 
had  been  sacrificed  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  thanking  ^ose  at  home  who 
gave  up  their  loved  ones  for  the  cause.  These  resolutions  were  published  in 
the  Chicago  Tribune,  Indiana  Stoic  Journal,  and  the  Waterloo  Press.  They 
were  also  adopted  verbatim  bv  snhseqnent  meetings  in  the  county.  Demo- 
crats joined  uitli  Republicans  in  supporting  the  party  of  the  North,  and 
there  was  but  one  party,  the  Union. 

The  citizens  of  Concord  township  held  a  meeting  at  Spencervitle,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  slate  of  the  country  and  to  express  their  opinions. 
George  Barney  was  in  the  chair,  and  Jolm  F.  Cobum  was  chosen  secretary. 

(7) 
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John  P.  Widney,  Newton  Thomas  and  Newton  Arkew  were  named  as  a 
committee  to  draw  up  a  set  of  resolutions,  which  they  did,  while  Robert 
John8<xi  addressed  the  crowd.   The  resolutions  drawn  up,  favored  each 

state  and  neighborhood  as  well  should  define  their  exact  position,  that  ihr 

Union  shrntld  lie  maintained  at  any  cost,  that  if  necessary  every*  citizen  wuiild 
offer  his  life  in  battle,  aii<i  rejiudiat int:  tlic  rit^ht  of  secccssion.  After  the  pio- 
ceedings,  a  roll  uf  nunutc-iucn  was  presented,  and  the  people  called  upon  to 
enlist  in  their  country's  cause. 

BNLISTMBNTS. 

At  AiilMirn.  Marquis  L.  Rhodes,  iisin^  hi'^  littk-  red  brick  store  on  the 
southeast  conu'r  rtt  Main  and  Xinth  strcct<,  upcued  a  locniiting  office.  He 
succeeded  in  rai5ing  a  liiU  companv  and  was  chosen  captain  himself.  They 
were  mustered  in  as  Conipany  A,  One  Hundredth  Indiana  Volunteer  In* 
fantry,  and  on  September  lo,  1862,  left  Fort  Wayne  for  Mtanphis,  Tennessee. 
.  Witii  this  r^ment  went  Rev.  Giarles  A.  Munn,  as  chaplain,  and  David  J. 
Swarts  as  assistant  surgeon.  The  former  resigned  on  August  10,  1863,  and 
the  latter  served  tintil  his  command  was  miT^tend  from  the  service.  During 
its  .service,  Company  A  had  five  captains,  namely:  Captain  Rhodes,  Ezra  D. 
Hartman,  Lucius  Jiarn*.  v,  J*.lin  H.  Moore,  and  Eli  J.  Sherlock.  Moore  died 
of  wounds  received  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 

DSAPTING. 

Not  until  the  last  two  years  of  the  war  was  the  draft  resorted  to  m  this 
county  F.nlistments  had  fallen  short  of  the  quotas  deniaiuled  at  that  time, 
and  the  draft  was  necessary,  but  taken  in  good  spirit  by  the  people,  despite  the 
hardship  w^rought  in  many  families.  The  following  quotation  from  the  New 
Era  of  August,  1863,  portrays  one  of  the  drafting  scenes,  and  shows  the 
humorous  side: 

"Late  Tuesday  was  the  day  appointed  by  the  militia  enrcdling  com- 
missioner for  this  county  'to  hear  and  detemiine  the  excuses  of  persons  claim- 
ing to  l)e  exempt  from  military  duty.'  The  morning  opened  out  brightly, 
and  at  an  early  hour  in  the  day  the  debilitated  came  pouring  into  town  in 
wagons,  on  horse-back,  and  by  every  conceivable  mode  of  conveyance,  until 
the  stieets  were  literally  packed  with  the  lame,  the  halt  and  the  blind.  To 
the  eye  of  the  stranger,  it  would  seem  that  the  government  had  located  a 
military  hospital  at  this  point,  and  that  the  battle-scarred  veterans  of  tiw 
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present  crisis  had  come  here  to  receive  the  care  and  attention  due  the  brave 
soldier  of  the  bloody  field.  The  sight  was  painful  to  behold,  and  the  most 
hardened  wretch  could  not  do  otherwise  Aan  blow  his  nose  and  weep.  We 
passed  more  than  one  philanthropic  'cuss'      the  street  that  day,  with  eyes 

swollen  from  excessive  weeping,  and  out  from  beneath  whose  coat  there 
plainly  protuded  the  neck  of  a  bottle.  It  would  not  hnxc  tnken  loni?  to  have 
recruited  men  enough  for  the  Crutch  Britjack-  out  of  the  crowd,  and  oftkered 
llie  same  by  Old  Age  and  (ieneral  Debility.  The  'menagerie'  will  be  con- 
tinued on  next  Mcmday." 

Wilmington*  Stafford  and  Newville  townships  were  never  brought  under 
the  draft,  as  they  always  famished  their  full  quotas  when  demanded.  Troy 
township  bad  litrht  men  drafted:  Franklin,  twenty-two;  Richland,  forty-one; 
Union,  two:  Jackson,  twelve;  Butler,  eight;  Concord,  one;  Smithfield, 
l\\  enty-five ;  anrl  Fairfield,  thirty,  making  a  total  for  DeKalb  county,  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine. 

BIG  CELEBRATION. 

In  June  of  the  year  1865,  most  of  the  veterans  of  the  regiments  and 
batteries,  who  were  from  DeKalb  county,  returned  home,  and  a  big  celebra- 
tion was  held  in  the  town  of  Auburn.  Feasting,  a  monster  parade,  and 
speech-making  oonipted  the  day.  This  was  a  gala  day  for  people  and 
sc^diers  alike,  and  precluded  the  joyful  and  successful  reunions  hdd  after- 
ward in  the  countjr. 

OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

On  October  6,  1862  the  number  of  volunteers  credited  to  DeKalb  county 
was  seven  hundred  and  fi ft\ -tii^'ht.  I'^nder  the  call  of  October  17.  i^^^.  the 
quota  of  the  county  was  one  huntheil  ami  lilty-tive,  which  was  iiUetl  by  re- 
cruiting. Under  the  caUs  of  1864,  there  were  sixty  veterans  and  six  hun- 
dred new  recruits  credited  to  the  county,  and  fifty-four  men  were  drafted, 
making  a  total  of  seven  htmdred  and  fourteen,  a  greater  number  of  whom 
were  three  years'  men.  The  last  cat!  of  December  19,  1864  supplied  sixty- 
three  enlistment?  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  conscript?,  or  tuo  hun- 
dred and  thirty-tne  men,  for  periods  of  one  and  two  \ears.  A  summary  of 
the  preceding:,  makitii^  tm  alldwatice  lor  recnlistmcnts,  credits  this  county 
with  a  total  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  men. 
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BOUNTY  AND  RELIEF. 

The  county  of  DeKalb  not  only  sent  her  sons  to  the  field  in  the  war  for  , 
the  Union,  but  those  who  remained  at  home  did  not  forget  their  share  in  the 
struggle.  Necessities  and  little  luxuries  were  sent  to  the  men  of  the  army,  in 
order  that  the  hardships  might  be  mitigated  slightly.  Women  met  in  clubs 
and  formed  plans  for  procuring  foods,  hospital  supplies,  clothing,  shoes, 
and  every  article  rece«*'=ary.  ATany  a  hnnsewife's  needle  was  busy  durinsj  the 
four  years,  that  a  >un  or  husband  might  be  eased  and  comforted.  ATcctiners 
were  held  in  public,  fairs  and  festivals  were  held,  entertainments,  and  private 
donations,  all  the  profits  going  into  a  common  fund  for  the  relief  of  the 
soldiers.  The  families  at  home  who  were  dependent  upon  sane  bcuve  fellow 
in  the  field  were  also  supplied  with  necessities,  and  not  a  one  was  allowed  to 
suffer  during  those  tr)'ing  times.  The  total  amount  subscribed  for  bounty  in 
DeKalb  w  as  >  130,250;  the  amount  for  relief  was  $24,481.63:  making  a  total 
of  $163,731.63. 

NINTn  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INF.fNTRY. 

Company  A  and  Company  E  of  this  regiment  were  represented  in 

DeKalb  cuimty  by  James  Brownlee  and  David  Cuh  cr  in  tlie  former  company 
and  John  \\ .  Pnti  her.  David  H.  Renner  and  Grin  Stansbro.  These  men 
servetl  until  the  laici  \(  ar«  of  the  war,  with  the  exception  of  Brownlee,  who 
died;  and  Culver,  who  deserted. 

BLBVBNTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

Three  men  from  DcKalb.  John  P».  Knight.  Flijah  Rhodes,  and  Hiram 
Zimmerman,  were  in  Company  F  of  this  rcEj^iment.  Robert  Lock  was  a 
member  of  Company  A  o£  the  1  welfth  Indiana  Infantry. 

•    THIRTEENTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

Company  A  of  this  regiment  had  {lie  following  men  from  DcKalh: 
Beniamin  Alton,  Alvin  D  I^etrsfs.  1  rede  rick  D.  Carr,  Edward  Castljtcr, 
Daniel  M.  Faunce.  Renjamm  ilaniilion,  Harvey  D.  iiathaway,  Benjamin 
Iloyt,  George  H.  Huffman,  Nathan  Johnson,  Thomas  Johnson,  died  May  27, 
1865,  from  wounds  received  at  Fort  Fisl«r;  Isaac  N.  Snively,  and  James 
Stafford.  G>mpany  B  had  Henry  Hull,  William  Notes.  Isaiah  Overhalzer, 
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Daniel  Reisner,  Gilbert  Rodensbaugh,  Israd  Shearer  and  James  L.  Stewart. 
Company  C  had  Oscar  Smith,  Charles  Tousley  and  Nathan  Wyatt.  Com- 
pany D  had  Frederick  Homey;  George  C.  Ferguson  was  killed  by  an  ex- 
plosion at  Fort  Fisher.    Others  in  this  regiment  were  I.uther  St.  Clair, 

Frederick  Craw.  CodrjE^e  Inghuni.  This  regiment  ?aw  miuh  hard  service  in 
the  war.  and  the  ranks  were  thinned  many  times  by  Confederate  bullets. 
The  regiment  campaigned  mostly  in  the  South. 

NINETEENTH  INDIANA  WLVNTBER  INFANTRY. 

The  following  men  served  in  Com()any  G  of  this  regiment :  Charles  K. 
Baxter.  Johnston  D.  Curd.  Flias  Fisk,  Warren  Fisk,  .Mvin  Serr\'.  Michael 
Shirt.s  and  Moses  Smith.  Baxter  wa^  nuistcred  in  as  first  sergeant,  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenant,  and  afterwartl  lieutenant.  The  last  five  men  named 
were  afterward  transferred  to  the  Twentieth  Indiana. 

TWBNTIETn  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

Ithaiuar  Hague,  W  illiam  L.  Ilalsch.  J«»hn  A.  Burn  wa.s  captured  at  the 
Wilderness,  Benjamin  Turner,  and  those  mentioned  as  being  transferred 
from  the  Nineteenth.  This  regiment  took  part  in  all  of  the  engagements  on 
the  left  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  from  Hatcher^s  Run  to  the  fall  of 
Richmond*  and  took  part  in  all  the  battles  up  to  the  surrender  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia.  Its  la.st  engagement  with  the  enemy  was  at  Qover 
Hill  on  April  9,  1865. 

TWENTV-FIRST  INDIANA  VOLUXTEKR  IM  ANTRV. 

Company  A  had  upon  its  roll  the  following  men  from  DeKalb  county : 
David  Smith,  Caspar  Alten?)iiri^.  I>aialT  Batighman.  Lewis  Brown,  James  K. 

Culbertson,  Janie«  T^rai^e^oo.  Owen  Dixoii.  ( ienrijc  Hay,  John  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Osborn  Knight,  John  C.  Reed  and  I'lurton  Smith.  Company  M 
had  Daniel  W.  and  Isaac  L.  Akcnhurg.  John  T.  Rush  was  una.'^signed.  This 
regiment  was  with  l»uell  in  the  South,  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and 
Otherwise  campaigned  in  the  southern  territory. 

TWENTY-NINTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

Coiupany  A  of  the  Twenty -ninth  enrolled  Rohcrt  H.  (iarrett,  Stephen 
E.  Healy,  Frederick  High,  James  McXabb,  Noah  Martorff,  Lewis  Y.  New- 
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house,  Henry  Snook,  William  C  Sweeney.  David  Smith  belonged  to  Com- 
pany H.  Nathan  \\  atson  and  Jeremiah  Walker  joined  G>mpany  L  Ed.  A. 
Stone  was  a  member  of  Company  K. 

The  Twenty-ninth  was  organized  at  I.aportc,  Indiana,  for  the  three 
years'  service.  As  a  mcmlicr  of  Genera!  Ivmsseau's  brigade  the  regiment 
was  assigned  McCook's  division,  in  Bueil  s  army,  and  marched  to  the  Ten- 
nessee river.  At  Shiloh  Ihe  regiment  suffered  heavily.  The  mm  were  in  the 
siege  of  Corinth,  pursued  Bragg  through  Kentucky  into  Tennessee,  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River,  TuUahoma.  At  Chickamauga  the  regi- 
ment was  a  part  of  the  Second  brigade,  imder  Col.  Joseph  B.  Dodge.  At 
Chickamauga  the  reginK-  *  i  .r«k  an  active  part  and  bore  her  share  of  the 
tre»nrnf!»Mi«  lo<ssc<  Aftti  this  battle  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Alabama, 
wlu  rc  it  remained  until  1864,  when  it  veterani/ed  and  returned  to  Indiana 
on  furlough.  After  the  return  ^o  service.  Decaiur,  Alabama,  was  the  first 
battle,  next  Dalton,  Georgia,  and  on  December  2,  1865,  was  mustered  from 
the  service  at  Marietta,  Georgia. 

THIRTIETH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

Company  II  of  this  regiment  was  com^Kised  almost  wholly  of  Delvalb 
county  men,  and  was  captained  by  Cyrus  Hawlcy.  W.  W.  Griswold  was 
commissioned  first  lieutenant,  then  captain,  transferred  to  Company  C,  Resi' 
duary  Battalion,  commissioned  major  on  December  3.  1864.  colonel  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-second  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantr>'  on  March  9.  1865. 
Joshua  Eberiy  was  mustered  in  as  first  .'^ergrant  an*l  reached  the  rank  of 
first  lictitenant.  and  was  killt'd  at  Chirkamaui^a  lA'andcr  F.  Welden  was 
nnistere«i  in  as  sertnant  and  readied  the  rank  of  111a ii>r.  job  C.  Smith, 
Joseph  McKay.  Jeremiah  D.  Likens  were  second  lieutenants  during  the 
service.  Perry  Hodges  was  sergeant  and  discharged  for  disability.  CyiUS 
C  Hodges,  William  H.  Phdps.  Lorenzo  D.  Conner,  Philip  Noel.  William 
Miller,  Henry  M.  Stoner,  John  C.  Whysong,  Martin  V.  Snyder  were  cor- 
porals. Other  members  of  the  company  follow :  William  Feagler  was  cap- 
tured at  Chickamauga:  James  V.  Johnson.  Joseph  S.  Mum  .  Da\i(l  S  Ar- 
thur, Caspar  .Mtenburg.  l^^aiah  Baughman.  Peter  Paniliart  dird  from 
wounds  at  St.me  River,  William  H.  II.  Beard.  Adna  Brown,  l  lorence  Buch- 
anan. Henr\  I linger.  George  Baltsley,  Israel  Church,  (ieorge  Cole,  Alvin 
Collar.  Zcpiiania  B.  Culberlson.  William  Connaway,  William  Crusan,  Abel 
Crusan.  William  H.  Cox,  Mathew  Crooks,  Ebenczer  Delong.  Charles  De- 
long,  Lester  Dilno,  Colvert  J.  Drury.  John  N.  Eberiy,  Robert  Feagler,  Leslie 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


DBXALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


103 


Fisher,  Lewis  Fisher,  John  Fnmey,  Satnud  Ford,  William  C  Ford,  Nathan 
Frederickson,  William  Freeman,  William  Franks,  William  Fikc,  Jesse  Gin- 

gerick,  Samuel  George,  George  W.  Hamilton,  Marquis  L.  Hoose,  John  High, 
Henr\'  Ilealev,  Peleg  Hull,  Amos  Hull,  Isaac  Honiliergcr.  James  S.  Hugliey, 
David  Ilighes.  ntiiton  Hoover,  Rol)ert  H.  Johnson,  David  Knowdcrct .  Philip 
K(.'iiiK(ly,  St.  ( icorLje  Lightner.  John  I.awrenrc,  Asl)m  v  J.  I.')n,ir.  foseph 
Lockmire,  jolm  P.  .McMillen.  Perry  Mullen.  John  Marcuin.  James  C.  Myers. 
Dexter  Muuger.  Reason  McCush,  Samuel  L.  !Musscr,  Nathaniel  Osburn, 
Henry  J.  Park,  Hezekiah  Plummer,  John  A.  Provincs,  David  Rigby,  Eli 
Rigby,  Riley  Rickles.  Albert  Reed.  Levi  Rutan,  Benjamin  F.  Sponhower, 
Alfred  G.  Showers.  Nathan  M.  Showers,  Ephraim  Shull,  Ephraim  Shaff- 
stall.  .Alexander  Skinner.  James  Skinner,  Samuel  Ulcni,  John  W.  Watson, 
Jesse  Wallace.  J"lin  C.  Weeks.  Henry  Waq^ner,  Tame';  Weir  and  Jonas  Zim- 
merman, Jnse|)h  'l'ee,L,';irck'n,  jacnl)  Kyle.  Abraham  Weaver.  I'liarles  Roberts, 
Robert  H.  Johnston  were  members  of  Companies  D,  E,  F  ami  G.  Charles  W. 
Campbell  was  a  member  of  Company  D,  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry. 

The  Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  was  organized  at  Fort  Wayne,  - 
Indiana,  for  the  three  years'  service.  With  McCook's  division  in  Buell's 
army,  the  regiment  fought  bravely  at  Shiloh,  where  it  lost  its  colonel,  Bass; 
sie£!^e  of  Corinth,  the  pur>uii  of  Jiragg  into  Tennessee,  was  with  Rosecran's 
army  in  the  inovcinenl  from  Nashville  to  Murfrecsboro,  battle  of  Tidlnhnma, 
and  as  a  pari  of  the  Second  brigade,  jiarticipated  in  the  sanguinary  coullict  at 
Chickamauga.  In  the  battle  of  Chickainauga  this  regiment  came  on  to  the 
field  about  noon  of  September  19.  1863,  and  went  into  action  first  at  the 
Brock  field  east  of  the  Brotherton  house,  and  was  engaged  all  afternoon  in 
assisting  in  driving  the  enemy  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  east  of  where  they 
first  went  into  action,  and  was  there  on  the  aft'*rTv  >n  and  again  in  the  night 
fight  with  Dodge's  ?)rig^ade.  on  the  Alexander  and  Revd's  Bridge  road  imme- 
diately south  of  the  W  infrey  field  line.  After  the  l>att!e  of  Chickamauga 
and  the  return  of  the  anny  to  Chattanooga,  the  regiment  rcmainetl  at  dif- 
ferent stations  in  Tennessee,  and  a  portion  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  a9 
veterans  at  Blue  Springs,  that  state,  in  January,  1864.  The  non-veterans 
remained  at  Blue  Springs  until  April,  1864.  the  veterans  having  returned  to 
the  field,  the  entire  regiment  rejoining  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
command  of  Major-General  George  H.  Thomas,  and  took  part  in  the  fol- 
lowing battles :  Catoo'^a  Springs,  Tunnel  Hill.  Rtizzard  Roost,  Or.>tcnaula 
River,  Kingston,  Pumpkin  V'nie  Creek,  Xew  Hope  (  hureli.  Kene^aw  Moun- 
tain, Marietta,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  siege  of  .Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  and  Lovejoy  s 
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Station.  After  the  fall  of  Atlanta  the  non-veterans  were  sent  home  to  In- 
diana and  mustered  out,  while  the  veterans  and  recruits  were  attached  to  the 
Fourth  Armv  Corps  and  enjs^ged  in  the  hattles  of  Columbia.  Spring  Hill  and 
Franklin.  'I  he  regiment  fotip'ht  Mnod  at  Nashville,  joined  in  the  pursuit  of 
him,  and  after  the  suntnder  at  A})i)omattox  was  a  part  of  the  army  of  occu- 
palii^Hi  whicli  was  sent  to  Texas. 

THtRTY-PlFTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

James  Abel,  Uriah  Rhte,  John  BIoomHeld,  Isaac  Farvcr.  T«rael  Horn. 
HenrAf  M.  Homer,  J"'^e[ih  K(H-h,  Richard  Kester,  Daniel  S.  Kinies.  Henry 
J.  Kline,  John  Leighty,  William  Monroe,  David  A.  Miller,  Judson  S.  Miller, 
Bynm  Woodcock,  and  Jacob  Yamell  were  members  of  Gmipany  C  of  this 
tegriment.  This  foment  campaigned  tbrongh  the  Sonth  about  the  same  as 
the  Thirtiedi.  The  regiment  was  in  the  battle  of  Chidcamauga,  and  sustained 
unusually  heavy  losses.  At  Kcnesaw  ^fountain  later,  the  regiment  again 
underwent  a  baptism  of  fire,  and  a  hand-to-hand  conflict  with  the  enemy. 
Many  others  gave  up  their  lives  here,  including  Major  John  P.  Dufiky. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

In  Company  D  of  this  regiment  were  the  following  men  from  DeKalb 
county:  Gcorj^e  TT  Bums,  Jacob  Brown.  John  Bruner,  William  Bryan, 
James  C.  Carrel!.  Janie*  C.  Dclong,  Alex.  Fountain.  Noah  Miller  and  Alex- 
ander Shanks.  In  Company  V.  were  Robert  Cochran,  deorsje  Delano, 
Daniel  F.  Hanmiond,  )usej)h  IIu^jc.  Solomon  Hose.  Klijah  Imhott.  Thomas 
J.  Jones,  Adoljihus  G.  Jones,  Stephen  Larkens,  Joscpii  Pennick.  Frank  B, 
Sandy,  Henry  J.  Sandy,  Silas  W.  Sinclair.  In  Company  F  were  Henry 
Crooks,  Alonxo  Concklin,  Erastus  Finney,  Henry  Milleman,  Francis  M. 
Stout,  John  Freeman,  John  W.  Wood. 

The  Thirty-eighth  was  mu.'^iered  into  the  three  years'  service  at  New 
Albany.  Indiana,  on  September  i!^,  i8()i.  with  rii-ninmin  I'  Sorilmer.  of 
New  Mlianv.  as  colonel.  The  retrinietit  was  assigned  with  Buell's  division, 
and  eanii'ai^^ned  through  Kentuckx  anil  renncs.sce  in  pursuit  of  Bragg  and 
his  Confeilerates.  In  the  battle  of  rcrryville  the  regiment  took  a  conspicu- 
ous part,  and  lost  twenty-seven  men,  besides  those  wounded  and  made  prison- 
ers. 

The  regiment  was  with  Rosccrans  in  the  Murfreesboro  campaign  and 
participated  in  the  engagement  at  Stone's  Kiver,  losing  one  hundred  men  in 
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killed  and  wounded.  The  r^tnent  was  at  Hoover*s  Gap  and  also  at  Chicka* 
mauga,  where  it  took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Missionary  Ridge.  In  Decemher,  1863,  many  of  the  men  veteranized,  and 
returned  to  Indiana  on  veteran  furloughs.    At  the  opening  of  the  Atlanta 

canipai'jrn.  >Tay  7.  x^C>4.  thi<  rcj^Minent  marched  with  Sherman's  army,  and 
was  engaged  in  all  of  tlic  skinnislK-^  nnd  hnttles  of  the  rnmpni^n,  namely: 
Bn^7ard  Roost,  Snake  Crvvk  r,ap,  Xow  Hope  ("Inirrli  or  I'ickrtt's  Mills. 
Pine  Mountain.  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Marietta,  Charrahoochie  River,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Jonesboro  and  Lovejoy*s  Station,  and  entered 
Adanta  with  Sherman's  troops.  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  in  Juty, 
1865, 

FORTY-FOURTH  INmANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

In  Company  B  of  tliis  rct^iment  were  the  following  trom  this  county: 
William  Gol)al,  Ralph  Goodrich,  Isaac  Harrison.  Peter  Huffman,  Clinton 
Soc^y,  John  H.  Barnes,  James  W-  Briggs,  Joshua  BalKnger,  Samud  Cum- 
mins»  Joseph  H.  Corder.  Francis  M.  Cox,  Isaac  R.  Cary,  Isaac  C.  Havens, 
J(^  L.  Walters.  In  Company  D  were  Joshua  Lounaberry,  Francis  Bartlett. 
Frederick  Brnner.  Henry  T.  Collier.  Jacob  H.  McCleUan,  David  McCord. 
Nom^'m  Luce  iind  Ilciiry  Luce.  In  rfini])nny  F  were  Captain  Ccorrjc  W. 
Merrill,  Captain  Thomas  C.  Kinmont.  Captain  John  Gunsenhouser.  Captain 
Irvin  X.  Thomas.  Captain  (itorije  TI.  (  a->pir.  T.icntcnant  James  Colgrove, 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Kinmont,  Licutenani  James  Tiiomas,  Captain  Solo- 
mon Delong.  Lieutenant  Alfred  Rose,  James  H.  Obeli,  Wilson  Nichols, 
Nathan  P.  Fuller  were  sergeants ;  James  G.  Dirrim.  Willis  Andrews,  Francis 
S.  Chandler,  Andrew  J.  Stole,  Marshall  Hadsell.  James  M.  Williman  were 
corporals:  Simeon  Aldrick  and  Trusterman  R.  Tottcn  were  nnisicians; 
Nathan  Mathews  was  wagoner:  Henry  J.  Ahcll.  David  Andrews.  Hfjllis  B. 
Aikens.  ^^i^ha<•l  nrnbakcr,  Otis  Blood.  Lewis  Baird.  Wilson  S.  Barden. 
Isaac  Brnbaker.  \\  illiam  Ct>llier.  Joseph  Craig,  Edward  R.  Cohurn.  Daniel 
\V.  Cole,  Calvin  Casel>cr,  John  G.  Cascbcer.  Oscar  I.  Grain,  Peter  Country- 
man, Ludwig  Cbuntryman,  George  H,  Casper,  William  Cochran,  William 
Diehit,  Ezra  Dickinson,  Richard  Dirrim.  Isaac  Ditmar,  Charles  O.  Danks, 
James  Flora.  William  Friend,  Danid  Greenwalt,  Hiram  GaflF,  Frederick 
Gintcr.  }\vm\  C,unscnhonser.  Chester  D.  Greemycr.  Alexander  Hart.  Jotal 
H.  Hart.  David  X.  Hart.  Jacob  Hoffman.  Allen  S.  Ileadlcy.  John  Tlmibnrger, 
Samuel  Jacques.  Leonard  Kirhy.  Jacob  Myers.  Henn,-  Millmian.  W  arren 
Milliman.  Henry  L.  Monroe.  Robert  Matthews.  Harvey  Xicliol>,  .Mexander 
L.  Xu  hols.  Orlando  Obcrlin.  Get)rge 
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S.  Robe»  James  Revett,  George  E.  Revett»  Samuel  R.  Rickell,  William  M. 
Smith,  Robert  S.  Schamp,  Thomas  O.  Sloan,  John  M.  Scott,  Nathan  Stock- 
well,  Lewis  R.  Tiffany.  Albert  P.  Tottcti.  Henry  L.  Wallace.  John  H.  Wd)- 
ster,  Hiram  11  Williams.  George  W.  W  allace.  George  W.  Weeks.  David  N. 
Yarrell.  Snmtiel  Anderson.  Mumfnrrl  A«;hlcy,  James  S.  Ashley,  John  Brown, 
James  Bmbaker,  Usury  Rowlan,  Jolui  C.  Baum.  Henry  A.  Bailev.  Hiram 
Bright,  Abraham  T.  Banta.  Andrew  J.  Banta,  George  W.  Brown,  Seth  C. 
Burris,  James  Camahan,  William  J.  Carr,  Amos  Camfeld,  Nel$on  Cobelli 
William  H.  Carr,  William  A.  Deihl,  Robert  W.  Ewfaanks.  Ravvlin  E.  Ford, 
William  Fisher,  John  W.  Forbes,  Samuel  Goodman.  David  and  Alonzo  E. 
Goff,  George  W.  Groves,  George  W.  Goff,  William  R.  G(jff.  Benjamin 
Gilley,  Robt  rt  Oilley,  John  W.  Goldsmith.  T  W.  Gibson,  William  F. 
Green,  Michael  (it'ihon-,  Wil«^on  Hyatt.  Xsoph  liarwi  Hl,  J  ihti  Harri<.  Rr,'^. 
well  HuiittT.  'J'liomas  1  Icndnckson.  .\tilhony  Hamm.  AU\aii<irr  ('  llnt'fman. 
George  G.  Hopkins,  Jacob  Hicks,  James  \\  .  Hyatt.  Jerriit  W .  Hail,  U  illiain 

A.  Hood,  John  Hall,  William  H.  H.  Joy,  Julius  Johann,  David  Jacques, 
Charles  Kooster,  William  B.  Knowles,  Wesley  W.  Lowry.  John  Livingstone, 
Covert  Lucas,  Joseph  R  Lough,  Basil  Lamb,  Stephen  McCurdy,  Resin 
Maples,  William  W.  McClintock,  AMlliani  Morris,  George  Mayers,  Ezekicl 
Maifinis,  >\'i11iam  F.  McFarlan.  John  Xoatestine,  Samuel  OlxTlin,  Adam 
Oberbn,  lli  'inas  Overton.  William  H.  I'otts.  David  G.  Ro^ttn^on,  Franklin 
J.  Ritsell.  Isaac  Rimible,  Henry  S.  Rcid.  W  illiam  V.  Kohl),  jacul)  Slcui/., 
Henry  Sleutz  Frederick  Shock,  George  T.  Shick,  John  H.  Smith,  Taylor 
Stewart,  Charles  Stanke,  Alexander  Sloan,  John  C.  Smith,  John  Lw  Smith, 
John  Smith,  William  C.  Spaulding,  George  P.  Sharp,  William  F.  Stewart, 
Lorenzo  Syphert,  William  H.  Stoy,  Simon  H.  Stewart,  George  W.  Stallings, 
William  Straine,  John  Shroder,  Jason  H.  Thruston,  William  H  Thomas, 
Tsom  Tull,  Cieorge  W'  Tnwnsend,  Leandci  \'ale.  Sidney  X.  Welch,  Henry 
C.  White.  David  Weatherford.  Thomas  Wakcnian.  Caswel!  ^'ork.  In  Com- 
pany K  were  Captain  W  esley  Park,  Captain  John  H.  W  ils(jn.  Captain  Moses 

B.  Willis,  Lieutenant  Nicholas  Ensley,  Corporals  Hiram  Smith,  W'.  H.  H. 
Cornell,  CM  Clark,  Musicians  John  M.  Kimse}  and  William  T.  Kimsey, 
Privates  Benjamin  F.  Cornell,  John  M.  Chilcoat.  James  M.  Chilcoat.  Jacob 
Casebeer,  Samuel  Ensley,  John  J.  Frampton,  William  Greenamyer,  Jerad  F. 
Housel,  Robert  Hall.  John  H.  C.  Hoffman.  Leonard  Hudlemyer.  Reuben 
Lockwood,  Charles  LockwoxJ.  Flijah  Lock,  Jacob  Link,  William  Middleton, 
Samuel  E.  Mfa«e.  r,er.r£jc  W.  McDorman,  Philip  Panull,  jamo  I-",  Pearse. 
Lemuel  Rickey.  Daniel  W .  Squier,  David  Smith,  John  L.  Shatto.  Colfenous 
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Surface,  Joseph  Thompson,  George  F,  Wilson,  O.  A.  Whipple,  Isaac  M. 
Wood,  James  G.  Wiseman,  Franklin  W.  WUUs,  Levi  Wallack.  James  Ar- 
nold, Fearless  Arnold,  Samuel  K  Anderson,  James  C.  Benson,  Shurban 

Bullard.  Henry  I.  Barekman,  William  H.  Boran,  John  Ramcs,  John  Chilcoat, 
Daniel  G.  Cook,  Joseph  Connell.  Archibald  Curry,  John  W.  Chance,  Francis 
M.  Chamberlin,  William  H.  Clark.  Jeremiah  Ciillison,  W'illiam  Cannon, 
WilHam  (  lark,  Fieklinsr  Catt.  John  Diersch,  Andrew  F.  Dull.  Isaac  Dun- 
widdie,  John  D.  KHiuU.  Juhn  F.iiglebright,  Andrew  Ernst,  Isaac  Fberi,  James 
A.  Fair,  David  Frazer,  James  Foster,  Richard  Foster,  Hiram  L.  Fanning, 
Levi  Guthrie,  Alexander  D.  Green,  James  Ghiss,  Simon  Gerard,  Martin  L. 
Holcomb,  James  H.  Harkrader,  John  Hay,  William  A.  Harris.  Irwin  C. 
Ilarr-  ll.  T^onard  Hoodlemeyer,  Albert  Hensler.  Charles  Hickson.  \^ictor  D. 
Hodshire.  Abraham  W.  Hooker,  Henry  J.  Imbo<len,  James  Jones,  William 
M.  Jordan,  Milton  Jackson,  William  H,  Tavins.  Jediah  Killum.  George  W.  H. 
Keith,  William  H.  Kynett,  August  Koehler.  Lyman  Lockwood.  William 
Lynch.  David  C.  Lorch,  Jerome  Morse,  John  A.  J.  Michael,  James  Montgoin- 
er).  Joab  Moffatt.  Silas  Morehouse,  William  H.  Malott,  Samuel  Moore, 
Thomas  J.  Moore,  Joseph  Muckenstrom,  Jacob  Newman,  George  F.  (yByme, 
Albert  Pepple,  DeForrest  Parker,  Isaac  R  Purcell,  William  A.  Ross,  Reuben 
E.  Reynolds,  Matt.  Rustan,  Francis  M.  Rust.  John  M.  Ryan,  Zachariah 
Rosell,  Emmanuel  Rex,  Joel  Smith,  Benjamin  Sodder,  Ambrose  Smith, 
Isaiah  Smith.  Cliri'^topher  C.  Simon.  Isaac  Snyder,  John  I..  Stacy,  neor^e 
Se^r^r.  William  l-".  Smart,  Adam  Sttit«^man.  David  R.  Thomitson.  Samuel 
Thomas,  Dillard  White,  Robert  While,  Charles  Wesitali,  Andrew  Wclton, 
John  Witman,  Martin  Whittig.  David  Williams,  James  E.  W'ashington,  Isaac 
Washington,  Rufus  Webb,  Moses  B.  Willis. 

The  F(^-fourth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  was  oi^nized  at  Fort 
Wayne  and  was  mustered  in  on  Octolx^r  24,  i86t.  with  Hugh  B.  Reed  as 
colonel.  In  Decemljer  it  was  sent  to  Henderson.  Kentucky,  and  re|)orted  to 
Gen.  Thomas  L.  Criltendcii,  and  I)y  him  as-^icrncd  fn  Cruft'^  brii:;:ade.  The 
regiment  participated  in  the  sics^e  ot  i'orl  Donelson.  where  il  ^nfTcrc(t  heavy 
loss.  It  was  engaged  IxJth  days  at  Shiloh,  losing  thirty-three  killed  and  one 
huntlred  and  seventy-seven  wounded.  The  Confederate  general,  Albert  Sid- 
ney Johnson,  was  killed  in  front  of  this  regiment  at  Shiloh.  The  regiment 
next  marched  to  Corinth,  participated  in  Buell's  pursuit  of  Bragg,  engaging 
in  the  conflict  at  Perryville.  Returning  w  ith  the  army  through  Kentucky,  it 
again  marched  into  Teiuic^scc  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Silver  Spring.  When 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  entered  upon  the  Murfreesboro  campaign,  un- 
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der  Rosecrans.  this  regiment  participated  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River, 
losing  heavily.  This  was  on  December  31 »  1862,  and  January  i,  2  and  3, 
l863«  The  r^ment  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Ixattle  at  Chickamauga.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  in  this  battle,  the  regiment  supported  Wilders 
brigade;  on  the  fsecond  day.  after  havincf  as^^isted  in  meetincr  one  of  the  sever- 
est charges  of  Stewart's  divisions,  the  regiment  retired  and  held  otl  the 
enemy  until  four  o  clock,  when  a  flanking  movement  coiiijKlled  their  further 
retirement.  On  the  third  and  last  day  the  regiment  fought  in  line  with  its 
division  until  the  break  in  the  center  of  the  Union  lines,  when  it  repaired  to 
Thomas'  line  and  fought  against  Harker's  brigade  until  ordered  from  the 
field  at  five  o'clock.  Later  it  engaged  at  Mis&ionar>'  Ridge.  In.  October, 
1863,  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  provost  duty,  rc-cniisting  as  veterans. 
On  Septemher  14.  1865.  the  regiment  was  mtistered  out.  Durinsf  the  war 
the  regiment  lost  by  death,  wounds  and  disease,  four  hundred  and  eight  men. 

EIGHTY^EIGHTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

With  the  Eighty-eighth  were  William  D.  Myers  surgeon  and  Henry 
\\  .  Willard.  hospital  steward,  raplains  Jensen  P  I'.eei  James  H.  Steele  and 
Elam  H.  Cutter.  I.ientenants  ."^^ainuel  I..  Stoiirjh.  \\  alter  E.  Boley,  Royal  H. 
Edgerly  and  William  A.  Eisher,  Sergeants  (ieorge  Sharp.  David  Woods.  Jo- 
siah  C.  Smith,  Coqwrals  Qilvin  W.  McQueen,  George  Jones,  Matthew  E. 
Rathbum,  George  W.  Sanders.  Josiah  Banghman,  Musicians  George  W. 
Edinger  and  Franklin  N.  Beidler,  Wagoner  Thomas  H.  Rogers.  Recruits  as 
follows:  Charles  Bowman,  Ira  S.  Bailey,  Lewis  Brown,  Thomas  Brown» 
George  W.  Baughman.  John  Bromley.  George  E.  Blaker.  Harvey  O.  Bigelow. 
John  Bnmer.  Emanuel  Beck,  John  L.  Ojtrill,  l''ra  Train.  John  \^  Collins. 
Oiarles  H.  Chittenden.  Ahram  T.  Can  m.  (leorge  Daniels.  .\rchih)ald  Dan- 
iels. William  Duck.  Kinscy  DanaU.  Samuel  Day.  George  ^\■.  Everett.  John 
Fcrriman.  Henry  Frick,  T^wrcnce  Fetters.  John  H.  Franks.  William  H. 
Gonscr,  Cieorge  Gundnim.  David  Goodrich,  William  Homberger.  Franklin 
B.  Hendricks.  Jacob  Humbarger.  Jesse  Hively,  Daniel  F.  Hamon.  Simeon  F. 
Hammon,  John  P.  Hale,  Allen  Johnson  Levi  Ingle,  Daniel  B.  Keller,  Alonzo 
A.  ICester,  William  Krontz,  Johti  P.  Kester.  Cieoree  J.  Eink.  Amos  Lower. 
Isaiah  Lykins.  Daniel  Eidy.  Rohert  A.  Matthews.  Sheridan  E.  Mott.  Elijah 
Mudge.  lames  G.  Morrou .  l~'hn  T  Mr  Adams,  I'ranris  Afil]s.  Tnsfph  T.  >far- 
tin.  Tacob  Xorth.  Cliri^l' iplu  r  Xniicii.  .Seneca  .\<idinc.  I  riinian  J.  Xectlham. 
John  Packer.  Thomas  J.  Reynolds,  Frank  W.  Railing,  Jonathan  Steward, 
John  M.  Steward.  L  riah  Smith,  Park  Seberts.  George  R.  Smith.  Jacob  Sho- 
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•Wdlttr,  William  Sboup,  John  K.  Sinn,  Thomas  Tomlinson.  George  Teutsch, 
Lttiionsky  R.  Willard.  Heniy  L.  Williams.  James  D.  Woods,  Henry  W. 
Wiilard.  Israd  Yoh»  John  A.  Zinunennan,  Jacob  Brown,  John  Bruner, 
Geoi^ge  \V.  Bums,  William  A.  Bryan,  Oscar  P.  Carver.  Charles  C.  Corill, 
James  C.  Delong.  Joseph  C.  Dickson,  Alexander  Fountain,  Daniel  F.  Ham- 
mond, .Marcus  I..  Hoosc,  Benjamin  F.  Treasure,  Noah  Miller.  Tnhn  H.  Reese, 
Emile  Shoitzc,  Albert  B.  Shirts.  Andrew  E.  Shanks,  Silas  K.  Sinclair,  John 
II.  Smith,  Da\  id  Woods.  In  Company  C  was  Philip  W.  Silver.  In  Com- 
pany D  there  were  Milton  Horn,  Wiliiani  Johnson,  George  Keith,  John  C. 
Stafford.  In  Ccmipany  E  was  John  R.  Lyon;  in  Company  G,  William  A. 
Goodrich. 

In  Company  H  were  Captain  Lewis  J.  Blair,  afterward  major,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel and  brigadier-general;  Captain  Dexter  L.  Thomas;  Lieutenants 
Philander  Smith,  Joseph  Raincr.  William  Dill  worth,  Andrew  Yeagley, 
George  F.  Delong:  Sergeants  Hiram  W.  TTatch,  Samuel  Ileadley,  William 
A.  Re.x:  Corporals  .\lexander  Bailey,  \\  a-hingiuii  i  esiison.  Harvey  C.  Plat- 
ter, Joseph  A.  Coats,  William  Robertson,  Alanzo  Conklin,  John  Hull,  Thomas 
F.  Benjamin;  Musicians  Edwin  M.  Smurr,  Jacob  Danor;  Wagoner  Henry 
May.  Recruits  were :  James  Armstrong,  Stillman  Akins,  William  A.  Boyer, 
Alvin  D.  Beggs,  William  Brownlee,  Leroy  Blood,  EUas  Blood,  Austin  Conk- 
lin, Wesley  V.  Cosper.  Andrew  Cole,  William  Crooks,  William  Deemes, 
Daniel  D.  Diehl,  Samuel  Durk,  Abraliain  Fiuminger.  William  Evey,  ^Tichael 
Fusselman,  David  Franks.  Robert  (jocxlwiii.  Lawrence  Gibson,  John  Hamil- 
ton. Joseph  M  fTart,  Isaac  Hart,  All)ert  Henry,  George  Henry,  Michael 
Johnson,  Thomas  Krise,  Daniel  Krise,  David  Lee,  Henr)'  K.  Lawrence,  Isaac 
Meese.  Albin  Melton,  Dyer  R.  Mathews,  William  Meek,  John  Melton,  Sam- 
uel C.  Osbom,  John  Packer,  William  O.  Packer,  Charles  S.  Pryor,  Ira  W. 
Pryor,  Jacob  Pressler,  Simeon  Rose,  Samuel  R.  Stanfer,  Jacob  S.  Stout, 
Benjamin  Suly,  William  Sawyer,  Henry  Savior,  Francis  ShruU,  John  Swan- 
good.  I.e\  i  Stoy.  Jonathan  Snively,  Isaac  .Seely.  Levi  Smith,  Franklin  Stout, 
Chockly  VV.  Thomas.  Henry  S.  Ve<;tal.  Walter  T.  Watkins,  Oliver  H.  Wid- 
ney.  Jacob  Wineland.  Jo^^eph  \\  idney,  Edwin  D.  White,  Eli  M.  Welch. 
Elmore  Wyatt,  Philip  Yarnell,  Christopher  Yader,  John  11.  Yohe,  William 
Yeagley,  John  Yocimt,  Benjamin  F.  Zigler,  John  Bills,  Alonzo  ConUin. 
Robert  Cbchran,  Heniy  Crooks,  George  Delano,  Isaac  G.  Dohner,  Joseph 
Hose,  Solomon  Hose,  Dewitt  C.  Headley,  Elijah  ImhofT.  Thomas  1.  Jones. 
Stephen  Likens.  Henry  Milliman.  Datiiel  S.  McNabb.  Henry  M.  Rockwell, 
Joseph  Penicks.  Frank  B.  Sandy,  Iknry  J  Sandy.  Francis  M.  Stout,  Luther 
Smith,  Thomas  Stafford,  John  Treman,  John  W.  Woods. 
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The  Eighty-eighth  Indiana  Votunteer  Infantry  was  rendezvoused  at 
Fort  Wayne.  Indiana,  nnistered  in  on  August  29,  1862,  with  George  Humph- 

rc>'  as  colonel.  Tnimediately  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Louisville  to  de- 
fend that  city  against  the  stippo-^cd  .advance  of  Ccneral  Kirby  Smith.  The 
regiment  next  was  assigned  to  the  Seventeenth  firigadc,  Rousseau*";  divi<;ion. 
and  marched  in  pursuit  of  Bragg.  At  Perry \i!lc  the  regiment  wnn  their 
colors  by  meritorious  conduct  and  tiuderwcnl  heavy  losses.  The  regiment 
moved  with  Rosecrans*  army  in  the  campaign  against  Murfreeshoro,  cul- 
minating in  the  Ixittle  of  Stone's  Ri\'er.  Hfty-six  men  were  lost  in  titis  latter 
engagement.  The  regiment  next,  as  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
went  through  middle  Tenne<<<'c.  [tarticipating  in  the  I)attles  of  Hoover's 
Ga]).  Tiil^ahoma,  Hillsboro  and  Elk  River.  On  Scpteml)er  19  and  20.  1863, 
the  retriinent  took  part  in  the  hlondy  rnsrajreinent  at  Chickamauga,  being  on 
the  first  day  in  the  vicinity  of  Glass  Mill,  where,  with  it<  l)ngade,  it  snjjpnrted 
Bridge's  and  a  pan  of  Shultz's  batteries  in  an  engagement  witli  the  enemy. 
In  the  evening  it  moved  to  the  Brotherton  place  and  bivotiacked.  On  Sunday 
momtng,  September  20,  it  moved  to  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  La- 
fayette and  Chattanooga  road,  south  of  the  McDonald  house,  where  its 
brigade,  being  assailed  by  the  brigades  of  Adams  and  Stovall.  was  broken,  • 
and  the  regiment  forced  southwest  ward  toward  Snodgrass  Hill.  It  there 
took  position  in  <;tipport  of  General  Neglcv's  artillery,  and  afterward  accom- 
panied this  officer  to  Ro<:':vi11e.  With  Hcx)ker.  on  the  nii^ht  of  Xo\cmber 
24,  this  regiment  took  part  in  the  scaling  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  the  "Bat- 
tle Among  the  Gouds/*  On  the  25th  it  was  in  the  charge  on  Missionary 
Ridge.  Later  the  men  fought  at  Graysville  and  Ringgold,  Georgia.  \Vhen 
Sherman  started  his  campaign  against  Atlanta  this  regiment  was  a  part  of 
the  troop<  and  was  notably  engaged  at  Bu/zard  Roost,  Resaca,  Dallas,  Kene- 
saw.  Peach  Tree  Creek.  .Atlanta  and  T^tov  Creek.  T!ie  regiment  continued 
with  Slu-nnan''^  }nn(:^  rampaicrn.  [UTforniin'T  well  the  •.•arioti<;  fhities  imposed; 
it  touL^dit  at  the  bluotly  conflicl  of  RentonviUe  on  March  IQ.  1865.  After  the 
surreiuler  of  the  Confederate  armies  the  regiment  was  transported  to  Wash- 
ington. D.  C,  and  marched  in  the  grand  review  at  that  place.  The  regiment 
was  mustered  out  on  June  7,  1865. 

ONE  HUNDREOTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY. 

Charles  A.  Mtrnn  was  a  chaplain,  and  David  J.  Swartz  an  assistant  sur- 
geon in  this  regiment.  In  Company  A  were :  Captains  Marquis  L.  Rhodes. 
Ezra  D.  Hartman,  Lucius  Barney,  John  H.  Moore  and  Elt  J.  Sherlock; 
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Lieutenants  David  J,  Swartz  and  Albert  A.  Waters;  Sergeants  John  S. 
Kinddl,  William  C.  Lockhart;  Corporals  Cleveland  A.  Klien,  Daniel  DeWitt, 
John  M.  Hall,  Albert  Robbins,  Allen  Devilbiss,  James  P.  Walker;  Musidans 
David  C.  Bodine,  George  Shuniaii,  Joseph  C.  Durbin.  Recruits  were:  Ab- 
raham Antlumy,  Martin  Arthur,  Geort(c  Beams,  John  \V.  Boren,  Irving 
Btitler.  Arkinus  Boyles,  Reason  BuchaiKin,  (icorcje  Rurhanan.  John  A.  Bu- 
chanan. Harrison  Culver,  Jonathan  CritchL-t.  William  II.  Dtniniitt,  James 
Davis.  John  Davis,  Wilham  H.  Fair,  Samuel  I  rees,  Hanunund  Frees,  John 
Fiant,  Henry  Friedt,  Lemuel  Farver,  William  H.  Graliam,  Simeon  Guthrie, 
Abel  R.  Goodenough.  John  Grubb,  Napoleon  A.  Haines,  Jonathan  Houser, 
Gideon  Houser,  John  Hursh,  Benjamin  Hursh,  James  Hammond,  Samiid 
Holden,  Wesl^  J.  Jones,  Harrison  Long,  William  Likens,  John  McNabb, 
Wilh'am  B.  Maxwell,  George  W.  Mclvin.  \\'allace  J.  Melvin.  John  R.  Moliler, 
Benjamin  P.  McGoon.  John  McConncll.  Silas  C.  Miller.  George  Nod.  I'.nos 
Oshtini.  Jolin  S.  dinger,  Daniel  Olinger.  Lewh  F.  Penr)-.  Daniel  Piffer, 
Josc'[)h  PitYer.  T.evi  B.  Powell,  Hiram  Palmer.  Joseph  C.  Prosser,  Charles  T. 
Rogers.  John  B.  Raub,  John  C.  Symonds.  John  Sevandcr.  Asher  Squires, 
Natlian  Squires,  Ansel  M.  Shaw,  Isaac  Smith,  Orlander  Skinner.  Jeremiah 
Ulm.  John  D.  Vanlier,  Benjamin  S«  Wiltrout,  Calvin  J.  Wearley.  Henry 
Wolf.  Richard  Wyatt.  Walter  Cordeiy,  Alden  Nickerson,  Moses  Whit- 
comb  was  in  Company  E.  In  Company  K  were  Loais  B.  Burdick,  George  J. 
HaswflT.  Andrew  Haynes,  Frank  Haynes,  Jacob  D.  Jackson,  Benjamin  Phil- 
Hps.  John  T.  StoufTer.  William  A.  Vanwormer,  George  Bamtr^r,  Lewis 
R.  Haswell.  Genrp-e  Simon*?. 

The  One  Hundredth  Indiana  \'o!unteer  Infantry  was  recruited  from 
the  eighth  and  tenth  congressional  vli.slricts.  under  Col.  Sand  ford  J.  Stmigh- 
ton,  and  mustered  into  the  service  on  the  loth  of  September,  1862,  left  for 
the  front  on  the  1  ith  of  November  and  became  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  on  the  26tii.  The  regiment  participated  in  as  many  as  twenty- 
five  battles,  togetiber  with  skirmishes  during  fully  one-third  of  its  term  of 
scr\'ice.  and  claimed  a  list  of  casualties  mounting  up  to  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four.  It  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Washington  on  the  9th  of 
June  and  reported  at  Indianapolis  for  discharge  on  the  14th  of  June,  1865. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEENTH  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY — 

SIX  MONTHS. 

In  Company  F  of  this  regiment  were:  Captain  Manius  Buchanan;  Lieu- 
tenants Cyrus  F.  Mosier  and  George  L.  Famtnn;  Sergeants  Chalon  D.  Cogs- 
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well,  Oliver  H.  Widney,  George  N.  Coriull,  Henry  S.  Hartley,  Amos  R 
Walters,  Erastus  Pyle;  Corporals  Jolui  T.  Fickas,  Samuel  Tanner,  George 
Bcckley,  Aivin  Cainiilicll,  Howard  S.  McNabb,  AlWt  M.  Alton,  Erastus 
Finney:  Musician  Leander  J.  iJiehl ;  Wagoner  i'thaii  Anderson.  Recniits  in 
this  company  were:  Squire  Admire,  Jesse  F.  Atclicson,  Eizy  Aiidrcwa. 
William  B.  lirowu,  Benjamin  C.  Bohn,  Charles  iiuliu,  Thomas  W.  Baker, 
Jasper  Barmour,  Martin  CasUemaii,  Robert  K  Cherry,  Loudon  Cronk,  Will- 
iam Grain,  Thomas  Campbell,  WiJliatn  Qimpbell,  Humphry  E.  Chilooatj 
Henry  Crooks,  John  £.  Chasey,  Robert  Cochran.  Oscar  P.  Carver,  James 
Delor^,  riiilip  E.  Emery,  Joseph  \V.  Franklin,  James  Fike,  Abraham  Pike, 
William  Fisher,  Augustus  C.  Fisher,  Franklin  C.  Fiuch,  David  P'ry,  Jere- 
miah ti  xjdwell,  William  Guircr.  Anthony  Grite.  David  E.  Hardin,  John 
Hillis,  Am\  Jacob  lluUman,  Thomas  iiehlmgcr,  Ste])hen  llucfhey, 

Solomon  Hartman,  l^rancis  Hart,  Lewis  Imhoff,  David  Jacques,  James  Jolm- 
son,  Alexander  Jarvis,  George  Kregcr,  John  Krcger,  Augustus  C.  Kane,  John 
W.  Kane,  James  Louthan,  James  McCool,  William  McClure,  Thomas  Moore, 
Josephus  Oliver,  Cyrus  Olinger,  Thomas  Rawson,  Henry  Rich,  Francis  M. 
Remington,  Wallace  Robbins,  William  H.  Richardson,  Elias  Shull,  Leonard 
Shtlll,  Isaiah  Smith,  William  Stafford,  James  H.  Sandy,  David  A.  Stone, 
Rnfus  Taylor.  Jonathan  J.  Totten,  Amos  K.  Walters,  David  K.  Williams, 
Emanuel  W  right,  James  Woods,  Sithiey  Welcli.  Alson  Woodward,  Irvin 
Waters.  John  Walhice,  Almond  \\  ilkinhon,  John  I.  ^  uung. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eigiiteenth  Indiana  Volunleet  infantry,  whose 
organization  was  completed  on  tlac  3d  of  September,  1803,  mider  Col.  George 
W.  Jackson,  joined  the  One  Htmdred  and  Sixteenth  at  Nicholasvillc,  and 
sharing  in  its  fortunes,  being  in  the  movement  on  Cumberland  Gap,  returning 
to  the  state  capital  on  the  fourteenth  of  Februaiy,  1864.  The  casualties  were 
comprised  of  a  list  of  fifteen  killed  and  wotmded. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-NINTH  1M>IANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY  

SIX  MONTHS. 

Solomon  Delong  was  a  major,  afterward  lieutenant-colonel,  in  this  regi- 
ment In  Company  A  were:  Lewis  Dunn.  Thaddeus  S.  Bonncy,  John  A. 
Mason,  William  Brown,  George  Caseljeer,  Ephraim  Enzer,  William  Fisher, 
Alonzo  Lower,  James  Myers,  Ira  Nelson.  Charles  Xelson,  Daniel  Nelson, 
John  C.  Stceley,  William  H.  Taylor.  Josiah  B.  Velcy.  In  Company  C  were: 
Hiram  Bacr,  John  W.  Cordry,  Noah  Hivcly,  Cyrus  .Martin,  Jacob  Swartz, 
Amos  Swartz.    In  Company  F  were:    Solomon  DeLong,  Obadiah  Baer, 
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Philander  Smith,  Henry  C.  Beckley,  John  O.  McNabb,  Gideon  CogsdiU, 
Samuel  WOliauns,  Alva  Brown,  Thomas  O.  Sloan,  John  Oark,  Uriah  J. 
Shirts,  Alexander  B.  Dowell,  Newton  M.  Adams,  Edward  Rupert,  Milo  F. 
Calktns,  Leslie  Knaff,  Walter  Abel,  David  W.  Adams,  John  M.  Amrine, 

George  A,  Bishop,  Cyrus  Beard,  John  Brubaker,  John  Crouse,  Madison  I. 
Chilson,  Chalon  D.  Cogsdill,  George  Cole,  Daniel  Chilcoat,  David  Delong, 
Henry  Delong,  Alfred  Delong.  Samuel  Depew,  \fanlius  E.  Dyke.  Abraham 
Erl,  William  N.  Faurot,  Nelson  Fu^cthuan,  Saimiel  A.  Fowler.  Giistin  Mint, 
Clark  W.  Griffith,  Lorenzo  Haynes,  Davi<l  J.  Hively.  Henry  Herman,  John 

B.  Hawkins,  Wilson  S.  Headley,  Joseph  Hosier,  Daniel,  juhn  and  Samud 
Hosier.  Lewis  D.  Hosier.  Henry  W.  Hobnic.  Alexander  Hart.  J.  H.  Houser, 
Paul  A.  Joray,  Andrew  L  Kimes,  David  Kroh.  Dra3fton  Loomis,  Martin 
Luttman,  Henry  P.  McConnell.  Jndson  S.  Moody,  Jacob  S.  Morrow,  Joel  A. 
Milliman,  Edward  Mathews,  Volney  F.  Malhcws,  Charles  Proctor,  Edward 
Rawson.  Isaac  Reed.  Henry  Rovcrt.  Jamb  Rt-vert.  George  Smith,  Da\  id  A. 
Sloan,  Abraham  Stalcy,  John  \\ .  Squires.  Samuel  G.  Shook,  Horace  Shoe- 
niak(  r  Peter  Shirey,  David  V\  illiaiti-,  Jame«;  Weir.  Jolm  C.  Wilson,  Abra- 
ham H.  \\  hirley,  David  A.  Wiley,  John  R.  \\  eiulell.  William  Wert,  William 
R.  Wiltrout.  Newman  Whiffle,  Moses  Yater,  Frederick  Zubrook.  In  Company 
H  were  Jacob  North,  John  H.  Freeby,  John  K.  Sleutz.  In  Company  I  were 
Detos  Lockwood,  Francis  B.  Shaver,  Harrison  Wellington. 

The  OiiL-  Hundred  and  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Tnfantrv'  was 
mustered  in  at  Michigan  City  in  March,  1864,  under  Col.  Charles  Case.  The 
regiment  moved  to  the  front  on  April  7,  1864.  and  was  a'^siqned  to  SchoReld's 
division.  The  liattlcs  of  Rc^aca,  Dallas.  New  }-]o]n-  Church,  Ln^-t  Mountain. 
Kenesaw.  Atlanta.  Joneshori*.  Dalton,  Brentwcxxl  Hills,  Xashville,  and  the 
six  days'  skirmish  of  Columbia  were  all  participated  in  by  this  regiment. 
On  August  29.  1865.  the  men  were  disbanded  at  Chark>tte,  North  Carolina. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SBCOND  INDIAN.^  N'OI.UNTEER  INFANTRY — 

HUNDRED  DAYS. 

In  Company  A  of  this  short  term  regiment  were:   Henry  Prick,  James 

C.  Mills,  Emmett  Baxter,  George  Baxter,  William  Campbell;  Abraham  Gin- 
dlesparger,  William  Gindlesparger.  George  Kregcr,  John  Kreger,  Aaron 
Rigby»  David  Rigby,  Eli  Rigby.  Ekie  Speer,  Robinson  E.  Speer.  Isaac 
Treesh,  Levi,  Treesh,  Jacob  Vail  and  .Mbertus  Widener,   In  Company  D 
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were:  John  W.  Bowman,  James  Balenline,  John  Debdbus,  Benjamin  Funk, 
Anthony  Palmer,  John  Pifer,  John  Worden.   In  Company  F  was  Samuel 
Oberholtzer.  In  Company  G  were:  JcAn  Hettinger  and  George  H.  Points. 
This  regiment  was  recruited  at  Fort  Wayne  under  Col.  I.  M.  Comparet, 

and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Iiulianapnlis  in  Xovember,  1864.  After  a 
steady  and  effective  service  it  returned  to  Indianapolis  on  the  i6th  of  July, 
1865. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-SECOND  INDIANA  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY — 

HUNDRED  DAYS. 

In  this  rcj]:inient  ^^^he(lon  W.  Griswotd  was  commissioned  a  colonel. 
James  N.  ChanilK-rlain  was  a  surq^enn  and  William  M.  Mercer  assistant  sur- 
geon with  tlic  tr(K)ps.  In  Comp.Miy  B  were:  J.  O.  Casebeer,  Jacob  W.  Case- 
beer,  Albert  M.  Casel)eer,  Afidrew  C.  Fuller,  William  M.  Fuller,  John  G. 
McCIellan.  In  Company  C  were:  William  Lemasters,  Humphrey  E.  Chil- 
coat,  Loami  C.  Bair,  William  H.  Coats,  Edward  C.  Drowley,  David  Jen- 
nings, David  McGrady,  Henry  H.  Rheineohl,  Uriah  Swager,  Jam^  W. 
Wycoff.  William  \\'ycoflf.  George  \\^ancmaker.  In  Company  H  were :  Hol- 
land K.  Moss,  Kiley  Kickets.  Newton  Boyles.  James  Bryan,  Albert  Crooks, 
Abraham  Fike,  Tacnb  Fiirney,  Calvin  P.  Houscr,  Ffl^^•ard  Jones,  Uriah  E. 
fohnsor),  Janu  -  Knii;ht.  George  Michaels.  Philip  Xussdorfer,  Owen  W.  Rum- 
mell.  Hiram  Sumnicrlot.  John  W.  Sliore.  In  Company  K  Orville  Squires 
was  enrolled. 

This  regiment  was  recruited  at  Indianapolis  under  Col.  W.  W.  Gris- 
wold.  and  left  for  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  18th  of  March,  1865.  It  was  at- 
tached to  the  provisional  divisions  of  the  Shenandoah  army,  and  engaged 
tmtil  the  first  of  September,  when  it  was  discharged  at  Indianapolis. 

OTHKR  KM.ISTMENTS. 

Robert  Lock  was  enrolled  in  the  Twelfth  Indiana  Vohtnteer  Infantry. 

Orville  Stout  was  in  the  Seventeenth.  Henry  HimLrard  and  Samuel  Hart 
were  in  Company  C  of  the  Forty-second.  Joseph  Hacker  wa«  'n  the  Forty- 
cic^hth  }f>hn  !\  TTamacher.  Isaac  P>all.  Henry  Mills.  A-^a  C arier.  Pleasant 
K  (  ravens.  I'ltaNant  A.  Cravens.  John  \.  Cravens.  VVilli;nii  ^  Whitson, 
W  illiam  H.  Cravens.  George  F.  McCloiigh.  William  U.  Fiuli  were  in  the 
Forty-ninth.  Hamacher  was  a  major.  Thomas  Lypseti.  Joseph  G.  Chaccy, 
William  Seherts.  Edward  Boren,  Philip  Cobler,  John  Link,  Preston  Raw- 
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san«  Samud  J.  Tamey,  Curtis  Lochemeyer  were  in  the  Seventy- fourth. 
William  Wemce,  Marcus  M.  Baird,  Bcnjanuii  Ensign  and  jQhn  Frester  were 
in  the  Eighty-seventh.  Zyra  H.  Conl^  wa«  In  the  Ninety-first  In  the  One 

Hundred  and  Xincteenth,  Seventh  Cavalry,  were :  Eli  Dahuff,  Moses  Fost» 
naucht,  John  Fitch,  Richard  Guthrie,  Samuel  D.  Hoffman,  Geot^c  Hamlin 
and  Robert  R.  Cherry.  Tn  the  One  Hundred  and  Tweiity-?cvcnth,  Twelfth 
Cavalry,  were;  Georpe  Austin.  Alexander  P.ai1ey,  John  H.  Boley.  Israel 
Church,  John  Deetz,  John  W.  Gritfith,  Sidney  P.  Jones,  Franklin  T.  Johnson, 
Milton  C.  Jones,  George  Kirkendall,  Joseph  Myers,  David  Nounnein,  Joseph 
Roberts,  John  Shaw,  Joseph  Weirich,  Samud  Cramer,  Isaac  C.  Dirrim,  Sam- 
ud Dock,  Henry  W.  Gondy,  Albert  J.  Gondy,  Qement  Gillespie,  William 
Wilkins,  Alfred  J.  Britton,  Alva  N.  Qtrpenter,  Jacob  Pinch.  Charles  H.  Hay- 
wood, Hugh  McClellan.  Joseph  Pulver,  Cliarles  Swan,  Willard  G.  Story. 
Isaac  Wright  was  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth. 

SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR. 

At  the  begiimtng  of  the  fiscal  year,  t8^,  the  National  Guard  of  Indiana 
consisted  of  forty-one  companies  of  infantry  and  three  batteries  of  artillery, 
with  an  aggregate  of  twenty-eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  men.  On  or 
about  April  t,  if^8.  war  between  the  T'liited  State?  and  Spain  being  immi- 
nent, company  commanders  were  instructed  to  recruit  their  companies  up 
to  the  niaxinium  number  of  eighty-four.  Meanwhile  the  clouds  of  war  were 
grow^ing  darker  and  darker,  until  April  19th,  when  Congress  passed  resolu- 
tions of  intervention,  which  were  approved  on  the  22A,  and  on  the  23d  the 
President  issued  his  proclamation,  calling  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  vohmteers  to  serve  in  tfie  army  of  the  United  States  for  two  years. 

On  April  25,  1898,  the  declaration  of  w  r  is  passed  by  Congress  and 
the  President  empowered  to  use  the  full  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  the  declaration  into  effect.  At  6:15  p.  m.  on  Ajiri]  25.  the 
following  telegratn  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  war  to  the  governor 
of  Indiana,  James  A.  Mount: 

"Washington,  D.  C,  April  25,  1898. 
"The  Governor  of  Indiana,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

'The  number  of  troops  from  your  state  under  the  call  of  the  President 
dated  April  23,  1898^  wiH  be  four  (4)  reghnents  of  infantry  and  two  (2) 
light  batteries  of  artillery.  It  is  the  wsh  of  the  President  that  the  regiments 
of  the  National  Guard  or  state  militia  shall  be  used  as  far  a^  their  numbers 
will  permit,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  armed,  equipped  and  drilled.  Please 
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Wire  as  early  as  possible  what  equipments,  ammunition,  arms,  blankets,  tents, 
etc.,  you  will  require. 

''Please  also  state  what  troops  will  be  readj  for  muster  into  United 
States  service.  Details  to  follow  by  mail. 

"R.  A.  Alger, 
"Secretary  of  War." 

Immediately  Governor  Mount  issued  his  call  for  the  required  quota.  In 
numbering  the  regiments  after  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
it  was  determined  to  begin  the  numbers  where  the  war  of  the  relxjllion  left 
ofT.  The  Third  Repfinicnt.  being  the  first  ready  to  be  mustered,  was  desig- 
nated as  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh.  The  Second  was  next,  and 
was  made  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth-eighth.  The  First  came  third,  and 
the  Fourth,  fourth.  This  system  has  again  reverted  to  the  primal  numbers 
at  present 

I»KALB  C0U29TY  MIUTIA. 

Company  K.  of  the  Third  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  raised  in 
Auburn,  DeKalb  county,  on  Jammry  12,  1R92,  and  on  the  nuthrenk  nf  war 
was  assigned  as  K,  of  the  Third  Infantry.  James  F.  I-ahnitni  was  captain; 
Otlitllo  B.  Rufner,  first  lieutenant;  John  j.  Wolf,  second  lieutenant;  Morton 
Hilkey,  first  sergeant;  John  W.  Brown,  quartermaster-sergeant;  Irwin  E. 
Rader,  Benjamin  F.  JoUiff,  Worthy  E.  Keller,  Charles  A.  Picker,  sergeants; 
Phillip  Holman,  Charles  T.  Elson,  Alexander  McDonald,  James  Williamson, 
George  W.  Wolf,  Charles  Martin,  corporals :  Dick  McNany  and  John  R. 
McDowdl,  musicians;  Wilson  Feagler,  artificer,  and  William  O.  Leighty, 
wagoner.   There  were  cif^hty-fntir  privates  in  thi«;  company  from  this  county. 

Compaiiv  I  was  organized  at  Waterloo,  DeKall)  county,  on  .^^epteniher 
1;,  1S7Q.  and  was  assitrned  as  Companv  A,  Thiril  infantr)',  afterward  as 
Company  I.  Third  Infantry,  Indiana  National  Guard.  Levi  L.  Denison  was 
captain ;  Charles  V.  Barr,  first  lieutenant;  Wilson  H.  Denison,  second  lieuten- 
ant: Daniel  W.  Rohrbough,  first  sergeant;  Freeman  Moore,  quartermaster- 
sergeant;  Charles  A.  McCague,  Pearl  J.  Greeting,  sergeants;  Maynard  F. 
Hine,  Harry  W.  Beidkr.  Frederick  G.  Reidler,  corporal^;  als..  Edward  D. 
Willis  and  George  W.  Getts:  Dell  B.  Ackley  and  William  A.  Beechcr,  musi- 
cians; Harley  Thomas,  artific.  r;  Peter  F  Ankney.  waironer.  There  were 
fiftv  recnnts  from  this  count\  and  many  from  (mtside  territory. 

A.  T.  Knhhiian  was  a  major  of  the  Third,  or  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
seventh,  and  Clyde  L.  Hine  wa>  a  sergeant-major. 
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PERIOD  OF  SERVICE. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Ftfty*seventh  Regiment,  Indiana  Votimteer  In- 
faotry»  arrived  at  Camp  Mount,  Indianapolis,  on  April  26,  1898,  under 
orders  from  the  governor,  for  the  purpose  oi  bdng  mustered  into  the  service 

of  the  United  States.  Companies  of  this  regiment  came  from  Knox,  Fcwrt 
Wayne,  Goshen,  North  ^^anchostor,  Elkhart,  South  Bend,  Angola.  \Vaterloo, 
Auburn,  Ligonier,  and  riyniouth.  The  work  of  preparing  for  muster  was 
necessarily  slow,  as  all  ofticers  and  men  had  to  i^ass  a  physical  examination, 
and  Ix:  accepted  by  the  surgeons,  before  they  would  be  accepted  by  the  United 
States  offices. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  tiie  volunteer  servi^  on  May  10,  1898, 
and  left  for  Ounp  Thomas,  Chicfcamauga  Park,  Georgia,  on  Sunday,  May 
15th,  and  on  arriving  there  on  May  17th  went  into  camp;  left  Camp  Thomas 
June  1st,  for  Port  Tampa  City,  Florida,  and  arrived  there  on  June  3d;  left 

Port  Tampa  City,  July  29th,  for  Fernandina,  Florida,  arriving  there  on  July 
30th;  remained  at  I'ernandina  until  August  30th,  when  it  was  ordered  to 
Indianapolis,  for  muster  out  of  service,  where  it  arrived  on  September  2d, 
was  furloughed  for  thirty  days  on  September  loth,  and  was  finally  mustered 
out  and  discharged  November  i,  1898. 
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WESLEY  park's  TALE. 

For  the  readers  of  thi*;  history  there  is  preserved  the  personal  narrative 
of  Wesley  Park,  the  first  sttiler  and  founder  of  the  city  of  Auburn,  the 
present  county  seat.  His  account  runs  as  follows: 

"In  the  fall  of  1835  George  Stone,  Hiriun  Johnston  and  myself  left 
Licking  county,  Ohio,  in  a  two-horse  buggy  to  seek  a  home  in  what  was  then 
called  the  West  We  went  by  way  of  Colanibus»  Sandusky,  Maumee,  De> 
fiance.  Fish  Creek  and  Lima,  to  South  Bend.  We  then  returned  to  Lima, 
where  Johnston  and  Stone  settled  and  started  a  tanner>'.  I  returned  to  Fish 
Creek  and  entered  land  adjoining  John  Hoult'  n's.  I  then  returned  to  Ohio 
and  stayed  until  Fehniary.  1836  Started  to  Indiana  then  with  a  drove  of 
cattle  and  load  of  rlried  fruits,  got  to  Lima,  sold  out  and  started,  in  company 
with  John  D.  Houe,  F.sq.,  to  the  center  of  the  new  county,  afterward  called 
Del^lb,  to  locate  a  site  for  a  county  seat 

"We  got  to  Pigeon  river,  and  tiie  same  canoe  upsetting,  I  swam  over  the 
stream.  Howe  came  over  in  the  canoe,  swinuning  his  horse  alongside. 
Stayed  all  nitrht  at  Glovef's.  Started  in  the  morning  on  our  journey  and 
that  night  reached  section  13,  township  34  north,  range  13  east  (Union  town- 
ship nowV  and  lav  out  in  the  woods.  The  snow  was  four  inches  deep.  Wc 
kindled  a  lire  and  I  peeled  bark  to  lie  down  on.  but  Tlowe,  licintr  tired  or  laT-y. 
or  both,  laid  down  on  the  snow.  In  the  morning  he  had  melted  his  whole 
length  in  the  snow  and  was  wet,  but  I  was  dry.  I  lay  all  night  with  my  rifle 
by  my  side  to  be  prepared  for  the  wolves  that  howled  around  continually. 
After  hunting  a  day  for  the  best  site,  dedded  on  the  piece  of  land  where 
Auburn  now  is.  Entered  the  land,  and  laid  out  the  town.  I  then  put  up  a 
shanty,  ten  by  twelve  feet  and  cut  a  road  through  to  Pleasant  Lake;  brought 
through  a  cart  load  of  ^oods  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  milk  cow.  After- 
ward Joseph  Miller  and  I  started  from  William  Miller's,  I  with  my  cart  and 
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oocen  9iid  he  with  me  to  help  cut  the  road,  being  nothing  but  a  trace  with  the 
logs  still  in  and  too  narrow  for  a  cart,  as  will  be  hereafter  noticed. 

"My  object  was  to  get  throi^h  by  the  way  of  Blair^s  mill  to  Fort  Wayne 
for  a  load  of  provisions.  It  was  afternoon  before  we  started,  and  night  over- 
took tis  near  the  little  creek  that  crosses  the  Fort  Wa3me  road  near  Mr.  John 
Grube's.  We  had  no  provisions  along,  as  we  expected  to  get  through  to 
Blair's.  The  cow.  however,  that  T  brought  through  from  Pleasant  Lake, 
being  used  to  following  the  team,  was  fortunately  with  us,  and  I  milked  her 
and  told  Miller  that  milk  was  good  enough  for  me.  Miller  did  not  like  to 
drink  the  new  milk»  but  there  was  no  alternative,  so  he  took  a  good  draught. 
It  did  not  lie  well  on  his  stomadi,  and  he  soon  threw  it  up.  The  next  niom- 
ti^,  after  lying  out  duxMigh  the  night,  we  cut  through  to  the  mill  and  I  went 
on  to  Fort  Wa3Fne  and  Miller  returned  to  get  his  breakfast,  no  doubt  with  a 
good  appetite. 

"Gcttinjif  back  with  mv  provision?,  T  ivi  up  tnvern  in  my  shanty.  T  rlid 
my  own  cooking^,  and  was  crowded  with  travelers  and  land  liunttrs.  who 
came  to  have  me  show  them  land  to  enter.  One  night  I  kept  fiftt  en  men  who 
very  nearly  fille<l  my  hotel.  Some  lay  on  a  shelf,  and  the  rest  on  the  ground 
under  it,  so  that  there  was  plenty  of  bed  room.  After  eating  up  the  first  load 
of  proviaons.  I  went  to  Fort  Wayne  for  another.  On  my  return,  the  Little 
Cedar  was  so  high  timt  I  had  to  swim  my  oxen  and  carry  the  load  and  cart 
by  pieces  over  the  credc  on  a  log,  as  I  had  adopted  as  my  motto :  'Go  ahead.' 
Got  back  again  finally  to  the  hotel. 

ARRR'En  AT  THE  SITE  OF  AUBURN. 

"I  kept  travelers,  showed  land,  and  erected  a  cabin  eighteen  by  twenty 
feet,  one  and  a  half  stories  high,  with  a  roof  of  rafters  and  clapboards.  It 

stood  nn  the  lot  dose  to  the  old  water  saw-mill.  I  then  returned  to  Ohio 
and  broup^ht  out  my  wife,  Sophia,  and  my  son,  Amos,  then  a  child.  Lanncelot 
Jugman  and  family  also  came  with  me.  We  all  arrived  at  Auf)urn  on  tlie 
sixth  day  of  Atigust,  1836,  We  laid  down  a  few  puncheons,  and  went  to 
housekeeping.  A  few  days'  work  completed  our  cabin. 

"In  the  winter  of  1836  the  act  passed  the  Legislature  to  oi^anize  DeKalb 
county.  Littlefidd,  of  Lagrange,  Gihnore,  of  Steuben,  and  Robert  Work,  of 
Men,  were  appointed  commissioners  to  locate  the  county  seat  I  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  sheriflF  of  the  new  county,  with  authority  to  appoint 
the  place  for  the  elections  in  the  few  precincts  in  the  county,  and  to  receive 
and  forward  the  returns.  The  result  of  the  election  is  stated  elsewhere. 
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"Aftt-i  the  organization  of  the  county  my  house  served  as  court  house, 
jail,  hotel,  cluiix!i,  cooking:  room,  sleeping  apartment,  etc. 

"As  sheriff  ajijxiintcd.  aiul  afterward  elected.  I  had  no  jail  but  the  upper 
chaml)er  of  my  cabin.  I  used  to  put  iirisuiicrs  up  and  then  take  away  the 
ladder  and  tell  them  to  stay  there,  and  they  always  did  so. 

"The  lower  chamber  was  the  court  house.  During  the  sitting  of  court 
it  had  to  suspend  until  dinner  was  cooked.  This  gjave  the  judge  time  for  a 
nap,  whidi  was  very  desirable,  as  he  was  generally  fatigued  and  sometimes 
rather  boozy.  Charles  Ewing  was  tfie  {^ident  judge.  He  was  a  brother  to 
cdebrated  fur  traders,  W.  G.  and  G.  W.  Ewing.  Judge  Yates  has  !)een 
spoken  of  as  an  odfl  g^cnus  of  a  backwoud^Mian.  One  day  he  ^^ot  'tight.'  and 
sentenced  Jo.  Bashford  to  receive  a  \\hippinw  and  swore  that  as  he  was  the 
court  and  had  paf;sed  sentence,  he  would  inflict  the  j)cnaU\'.  As  the  judpc 
was  making  toward  tiie  criminal  with  this  avowed  intention,  I  seized  him  and 
gave  him  a  whirl,  told  him  plainly  that  if  ^  court  persisted  in  inflicting  the 
penalty  threatened,  the  sheriff  would  put  the  court  'up  the  ladder.'  Upon 
this,  the  court  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the  sheriff,  and  adjourned  peace* 
fuUy. 

TKYTNG  TIKBS. 

"Will  you  allow  me  now  to  go  back  to  the  winter  of  1S36  and  1837  and 
relate  some  instances  of  tliat  hard  winter?  There  were  now  about  thirty 
families  in  the  county  and  many  of  them  suffered  severely,  having  to  bring 
all  of  their  provisions  from  Fort  Wayne  or  the  northern  prairies,  with  scar^ 
ly  anything  that  could  be  called  roads.  At  one  time  our  com  cost  us  three 
dollars  per  bushel.  I  saw  teams  that  had  to  travel  seventy-five  miles  for  pro- 
visions. I  never  drove  more  than  sixty  miles  for  com,  bc\  .jud  Furt  Wayne 
up  the  St.  Alan  river.  It  was  a  tryinjof  time  for  me  and  my  wife.  \nn  she 
was  alwavs  cheeriui.  I  took  tlie  rheumaitsm  and  lay  several  weeks.  In  De- 
cember the  snow  fell  two  feet  deep. 

"Emigrants  were  still  coming  in.  A  man,  woman  and  child  left  Pleasant 
Lake  wtdi  a  wagon  and  a  yoke  of  cattle  to  go  ten  miles  south  of  Auburn. 
One  of  their  oxen  mired  down  in  Smithfield  township,  eight  miles  north  of 
Auburn.  There  was  then  no  house  between  Stettbenville  and  Auburn.  The 
mired  ox  died,  and  the  y  turned  the  Other  loose  and  started  for  Auburn  afoot, 
carrying  the  child.  The  waters  were  then  hi^rh.  and  they  had  to  wade  the 
small  streams  Ahotit  nine  o'clock  at  night  they  reached  our  cabin,  with 
clothes  frox:en  abo\e  the  waist.  We  gave  them  dry  clothes  and  a  warm 
supper  and  kept  them  until  the  roads  were  broken. 
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"A  few  moments  after  the  arrival  of  these  sufferers,  a  traveler  came 
in  and  tdd  us  that  a  man  and  a  boy  were  oat  in  the  trail  about  six  miles  in 

a  suflFering  condition,  not  being  aUe  to  strike  a  fire,  and  the  man  so  ft^zen 
as  tn  he  unable  to  travel  On  receiving  this  infonnation,  Wesley  White  and 
\\  illiain  Palmer  yot  up  tlic  pony  and  started  for  the  sufferers.  Thev  found 
the  man  on  section  9,  township  ,^4,  rantro  13.  (  We  aluay;  cmnted  by  sec- 
tions as  tiie  trail  was  very  crooke<l).  They  got  him  on  the  pony  and  brought 
htm  in  about  midnight,  frozen  to  the  knees;  yet  he  contended  that  he  was  not 
cold.  We  got  his  legs  into  a  tub  of  spring  water,  and  thus  drew  out  the 
frost.  But  the  boy  must  be  saved.  The  old  man  offered  us  fifty  cents  to 
bring  him  in.  which  led  me  to  administer  him  a  severe  rebuke. 

"T  (old  In'ni  if  the  boy  wa55  not  worth  more  than  fifty  cents,  he  was  not 
worth  bringing  in.  lie  was  then  ten  miles  nnt,  in  snow  two  feet  deep,  among 
swamps  filled  with  water  and  <;\\nllt'n  streams. 

"No  money,  however,  was  needed  to  induce  us  to  go  to  his  resale.  He 
had  kept  traveling  and  was  tfns  saved  from  freezing. 

"They  proved  to  be  Mr.  Graden  and  son,  of  Noble  county.  They  left 
home  in  pnrstttt  of  catde.  The  snow  commenced  falling,  and  they  traveled 
on  through  Fairfield  township  and  until  they  struck  the  trace  and  knew  not 
which  w  a\'  to  turn.  ITiey  were  well  provided  for  at  the  cabin  and  in  a  few 
weeks  were  able  to  return  home. 

"Wesley  White,  who  was  so  active  in  tlic  aliove  rescue,  was  a  good  man. 
He  liad  come  down  from  Lima  to  stake  out  some  lots. 

"He  afterward  went  to  Sparta,  Noble  county.  He  was  deputy  deifc 
for  Isaac  Spencer,  and  afterward  derk  of  NoUe  county. 

''After  thus  saving  the  life  others,  he  was  drowned  in  Etkhart  river, 
west  of  Albion.  William  Palmer  was  a  rather  misdiievons  old  bachelor, 
and  loved  to  play  pranks  on  the  Tndinn^.  whn  used  to  annoy  us  considerably, 
although  they  fumished  us  with  venison,  bear  meat,  turkeys,  cranberries, 
etc.,  for  money  or  such  things  as  \vc  had  to  exchange. 

**They  were  honest,  and  some  of  them  religious,  before  the  whites  gave 
them  fire  water  and  stok  Hidr  ponies  and  blankets. 

'Thy  used  frequently  to  «^>ply  to  me  to  take  away  'bad  Indian'  when- 
ever any  of  their  number  misbehaved.  A  fter  the  whites  had  created  in  them 
the  unnatural  appetite,  they  were  very  fond  of  whiskey.  One  day  a  poor 
sqtn>v  came  to  mv  house  and  betrjred  hard  for  whiskey  Palmer  took  the 
pepper-sauce  bottle  and  handed  it  to  her:  she  took  a  very  hearty  drink,  but 
as  soon  as  she  had  removed  the  bottle  from  her  lips,  she  began  to  spit, 
sputter,  salaver  and  holler  'pizen  I  pizen !'  while  Bill  Palmer,  the  perpetrator 
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of  the  joke,  rolled  and  laughed  to  his  hearts  content  After  her  sufferings 
were  over,  I  and  my  good  Sophia  took  a  good  laugh  at  her,  and  she  never 
troubled  us  again. 

INDIAN  CUSTOMS. 

'The  Pottawatomies  and  Miamis  were  the  principal  tribes  in  DeKalb 
county,  fheir  manner  of  burying  the  dead  was  to  dig  a  grave  eighteen 
inches  deep,  put  in  the  dead,  cover  with  leaves,  and  then  build  a  tight  pen 
of  poles  over  the  grave.  Sometimes  they  cnt  down  a  tree,  split  off  a  piece 
from  the  top  of  the  log,  dug  out  a  trough,  put  in  the  body,  and  then  covered 
it  up  closely  with  poles.  They  burnt  the  leaves  nround  these  i)ur\  ing  places 
every  fall,  to  keep  the  fire  in  the  woods  from  getting  to  them.  They  dis- 
liked very  much  to  have  their  dead  interfered  with,  yet  it  was  done  by  un- 
prindpted  whites.  It  was  not  uncc»nnion  to  see  their  graves  opened,  tiie 
bones  scattered  around,  and  the  skull  of  an  Indian  set  out  in  the  log  in  full 
si^t. 

"Tlie  s]jring  (jf  \va?  very  cf'adly  hailed  by  the  settlers,  after  steni- 

niuig  the  stonns  and  sutYenng  ihe  privations  of  a  haicl  winter.  During  this 
season  emigrants  bes:an  t<j  come  in  more  plentifully  and  several  cabins  went 
up  in  Auburn,  i  had  given  one-third  ol  the  lots  to  the  county,  receiving  no 
compensation  but  the  assurance  that  it  would  be  permanently  the  county  seat 
In  most  cases,  too,  I  gave  a  lot  to  every  settler  building  thereon.  This  year, 
1837,  I  and  Mr.  Ogden  built  the  saw  mill.  The  town  continued  steadily  to 
improve,  and  has  been  blessed  with  good  inhabitants  with  few  exceptions. 
Mneh  of  the  land  in  the  county  was  taken  up  by  speculators.  Thi.^  hindered 
its  selilement  to  a  considerable  degree  for  some  years.  The  crash  of  banks 
in  T837-S  was  severely  felt  and  many  suffered  for  want  oi  food  and  raiment. 
The  years  1836-7  were  healthy  seasons;  1838  was  more  sickly;  1839  still 
more  so,  and  from  that  time  until  1850,  there  was  more  or  less  of  bilious 
complaints  every  season.  Since  1850  both  tovra  and  country  have  been  gen- 
erally healthy." 

FKOM  KANUSCSXPT  07  S.  W.  WHlHBY. 

From  a  pamphlet  published  about  sixty  years  ago  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Wid- 
nev,  entitled  "Pioneer  Skcfches/'  the  followinj^  is  quoted:  "Many  of  the 
settlers  had  never  seen  an  Indian  1  e fore  coming  here;  but  they  had  heard  and 
read  much  of  their  savage  barbarity.  iJuring  the  years  1835-6-7-8,  many 
of  these  red  men  still  lingered  in  their  native  forests,  generally  in  large 
companies  or  camps.   They  were  an  object  of  terror  to  many  of  the  settlers. 
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eqteciaUy  to  the  women  and  children,  as  singly  or  in  caravans,  they  passed 
from  one  camp  to  another.  To  add  to  the  terror  at  first,  the  screams  of  a 
great  owl  unknown  in  the  east,  but  abounding  in  the  western  woods,  ¥rere 
taken  for  the  whoops  of  sava^jes. 

"Well  do  I  reineml)er  a  nif^ht  in  the  fall  of  1837,  spent  in  terror  of 
Indians,  i  had  been  in  the  county  six  months,  hut  a<5  yet  had  seen  very  few 
of  them.  My  widowed  mother,  with  six  children  younger  than  mvself,  (and 
1  not  yet  seventeen  years  of  age),  bought  and  settled  on  a  farm.  Here  atj 
Indian  trail  crossed  the  river,  and  on  the  oUier  side  was  a  house  where  liqtior 
was  sold.  Soon  after  nightfall,  the  real  whoops  were  heard  away  in  the 
south  woods.  The  sotmd  grew  continually  nearer,  and  increased  in  volume, 
till  fears  pictured  a  whole  army  of  savages  coming  to  murder  us.  We  put 
out  the  lights,  fastened  the  doors,  and  concealed  oursehc?  in  different  parts 
of  the  hwse.  Soon  the  Indians  were  tramping  around  the  house,  and  tlieir 
ton  lies  gleaming  through  the  windows.  We  almost  held  our  breath  with 
fear.  Soon,  however,  they  passed  by,  down  to  the  river,  and  taking  our 
canoes  crossed  over,  and  their  whoops  died  away,  drowned  in  the  Indian's 
favorite  beverage,  good  oM  rye.  But  our  rest  was  ^iled  for  the  night,  as 
we  contintially  dreaded  their  retain. 

"Afterward,  however,  we  became  better  acquainted  with  the  poor 
Indian,  a«  a  camp  of  some  forty  men,  squaws  and  papooses  spent  fotir  or  five 
weeks  in  their  tents  within  twenty  rods  of  the  house,  visiting  us,  or  we  them, 
daily.  The  men  spent  their  time  hunting,  dressing  their  game,  gambling,  or 
lying  around  the  fire  like  dogs.  The  women  chopped  the  wood,  made  the 
fires,  and  watted  on  their  lords  and  masters  while  the  children  shot  birds 
with  their  bows  and  arrows.  Joe  Richardville,  son  of  the  celebrated  chief, 
was  in  the  camp,  dressed  partly  like  an  Indian  and  partly  in  the  European 
costume.  His  college  education  failed  to  make  anything  out  of  him  but  an 
Indian." 

FLOOD  WATERS. 

Again  quoting  from  Rev.  Widney :  ''I  remember  far  bade  beyond  tiie 
flood.  Many  of  the  first  settlers  along  the  river  built  their  cabuis  on  the 
bottoms  on  account  of  the  rich,  deep  soil,  so  inviting  for  corn  and  potatoes. 

Now  it  happened  that  St.  Joe,  notwithstanding?  his  saintship,  Iiad  a  mighty 
trick  of  'getting  hipjh'  occasionally,  and  on  such  occasions,  took  a  rej^ular 
spree,  transcending  all  bounds  of  propriety,  and  scatterin<?  and  destroying 
things  in  general.  It  was  in  the  winter  of  1838,  about  the  first  of  January, 
when  we  were  dwdlit^jf  securdy  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  mild  looking 
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saint,  that  he  unexpectedly  'imbibed'  too  largdy,  and  advanced  upon  us, 
r^ng  and  foaming  terribly,  without  any  provocation  whatever.  The  river 
rose  until  it  overflowed  its  hank<  and  surrounded  the  house.  This  alarmed 
U5;  some,  hut  it  seemed  to  be  ucaiiy  at  a  stand,  and  we  hoi)ed  that  it  would 
soon  retreat.  Rut  instead  of  falling,  it  continued  to  rise  until  the  loose  lloor 
began  to  float.  We  then  raised  the  floor  about  six  inches,  l>eing  sure  that 
Uie  water  would  rise  no  more.  We  were  doomed,  however,  to  be  again 
disappointed.  The  water  still  rose.  Being  midwinter,  we  had  all  of  our 
fire  wood  to  'boat'  in  with  our  canoe,  which  we  kept  cabled  at  the  cabin,  and 
we  managed  still  to  keep  a  fire  above  the  water. 

"The  ni^fht  after  raising  the  floor  we  retired  tn  rr^^t,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing found  the  Hoor  all  afloat  ajjain.  sn  we  onncluded  to  emfjark  for  <^afe 
quarters.  Running  the  canoe  into  the  water,  we  took  the  passengers  from 
the  bed,  and,  packing  everything  which  the  water  could  injure,  above  its 
reach,  we  crossed  the  raging  river  to  sojourn  with  friends  until  after  the 
flood.  The  water  rose  until  it  was  two  and  a  half  feet  deep  in  the  cabin,  and 
then  began  to  subside.  Just  then  a  severe  free>'e  set  in,  leaving  the  entire 
bottoms  covered  with  a  sheet  of  thin  ice.  When  the  river  got  within  its 
banks  again,  we  returned  throughout  the  ice,  and  took  up  nm  residence  in 
the  cabin  Other  '•ettlers  besides  us  suffered  from  this  saintly  freak,  but  we 
luve  not  the  particulars." 

VROM  THE  IC ANVSCaiPT  OF  W.  H.  DILtLS. 

"We  can  very  well  remenil)er  seein;?  these  earlv  settler^  and  their  families 
with  their  white-covered  wagons,  the  wife  or  (hiut^lUer  driving,  the  father 
and  boys  following  and  driving,  with  the  aid  of  a  dog,  a  cow  or  two,  some- 
times a  few  sheep,  all  wending  their  way  toward  the  setting  stm,  or  plunging 
into  the  forest,  and  hauling  up  or  stopfung  upon  a  tract  of  land,  upon  which 
not  a  tree  had  been  cut»  and  where  lot  ages  the  rays  of  the  orb  of  day  had 
not  penetrated,  amidst  the  chorus  of  the  feathered  songsters  of  the  grove  and 
tile  silence  of  the  night,  di^turhcd  only  by  the  hootinq:s  of  the  owl,  or  the 
indesci ibable  bowlings  of  iiungry  wdvps.  There  vnu.  oi-  the  fathers  of  yon. 
who  came  in  early  times,  halted  their  wagons,  which  coiiiaiucd  all  they  had  on 
earth ;  and  there  today  you  will  find  comfort,  luxury  and  ease. 

"Before  reaching  that  final  resting  place  weeks  and  months  had  passed 
in  reaching  the  goal,  following  Indian  trails  scarody  wide  enough  to  admit 
of  the  passage  of  a  wagon,  no  bridges,  dangers  to  be  encompassed  on  every 
side,  the  eaily  settler  was  of  necessity  his  own  sentinel,  and  upon  himself 
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relied  for  protection  and  safety.  Tlic  trails  wmild  snmptinus  seem  to  nm 
out— came  to  an  end.  Sometimes  they  wouM  divide  and  create  doubt  as  to 
the  course  that  should  be  pursued.  He  had  no  compass  and  could  not  tell  the 
cardinal  points^  but  by  an  examination  of  trees  he  could  tell  the  north  side  of 
them  by  the  heaviest  growth  of  moss  or  bark,  and  thereby  determine  his 
course.  When  night  came  ere  he  reached  his  destination,  hy  the  side  of  the 
trail,  where  water  and  jrra«5c  were  .Miflicient.  he  would  build  a  fire,  without 
the  aid  of  matches,  by  the  '^ide  of  some  huge  lofj.  and  there  prepare  their 
meal,  his  wife  and  httle  ones  retiring  to  sleep  in  the  wagon,  and  he.  wrapped 
in  a  blanket,  on  the  leaves  under  it.  with  his  faithful  dog  on  one  side  and  his 
trusty  rifle  on  the  other,  there  seek  repose  and  rest,  with  as  much  confidence 
of  safety  and  exemption  from  injury  as  yon  upon  your  downy  couches, 
within  bolted  doors. 

"After  reaching  his  land,  purchased  of  the  government  at  $1.25  P*^  acre, 
or  from  «nme  spertilator  for  $2  on,  $3.00  or  $  |.oo  per  acre,  the  pioneer  finds 
for  a  time  that  liis  neighljors  are  few  and  far  betwet  ti  W  ith  dithcultv  he 
at  last  succeeds  in  building  his  rude  little  cabin  and  in  clearing  off  a  few 
acres,  by  cuttings  down  all  the  trees  eighteen  inches  or  less  in  diameter,  and 
girdling-  all  the  others,  which  will  give  him  a  short  sui)ply  of  corn  and  vege- 
tables. 

"The  privations  of  the  early  settler  were  great*  but  often  their  perils 
were  still  greater.  Diseases,  indigenous  to  a  new  country,  of  which  he  had 
prcvionsly  no  knowledije  nr  experience,  and  srenernlly  nialirial  in  their  char- 
acter, were  certain  to  ()\erlake  him  and  his  fanuiy.  The  massive  foliage 
of  the  giant  trees  throvigh  which  the  sun  scarcely  penetrated,  ami  tlie  black 
soil  vegetation,  and  the  decayed  vegetable  matter  everywhere  abounding, 
generated  vast  columns  of  miasma.  No  physician  or  drug  store  was  prob- 
ably within  twenty  miles,  and  himself  and  family  were  racked  almost  to  death 
wttfi  the  shakes,  or  scorched  with  raging  fevers.  Until  acclimated  by  a  resi- 
dence of  from  two  to  five  vpnr<;.  and  cometinie^  lonq-cr.  the  cnrlv  "Settler  was 
yearly  visitefl  with  attacks  of  fever  and  ague,  and  felt  thankful,  indeed,  if 
in  the  tall  seasri)i<:  he  did  tmi  have  an  attack  of  bilious  or  intermittent  fever. 
Snake  bites,  broken  or  cut  limbs,  and  rheumatism  from  his  frequent  ex- 
posure were  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  no  medical  aid  at  hand. 

"Even  in  health  their  privations  seem  almost  incredible  to  us.  Lumber 
was  not  to  be  had  at  any  {nice ;  mills  were  di!>tant.  and  what  roads  there  were, 
were  almost  impassable.  A  journey  of  weeks,  sometimes,  leaving  the  wife 
and  children,  was  necessan,'  to  obtain  the  necessities  of  life.  Families  were 
almost  driven  to  the  verge  of  starvation,  living  for  weeks  on  jwtatoes,  wheat 
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bran,  and  I  have  heard,  on  beach-bark  and  milk.  The  private  history  of  the 
sufferings,  privations  and  heroic  endurance  of  many  families  in  early  times  in 
this  county  has  not  been,  nor  will  it  ever  be,  written. 

"In  early  days  we  asked  not  whether  the  new  comer  was  a  Whig  or  a 

Democrat,  Jew  or  Gentile,  Methodist  or  Baptist,  rich  or  poor;  aU  we  wanted 
to  know  was  that  he  \vri^  a  neighbor  and  a  man  he  a  pfood  fellow, 

truthful,  honest  and  charitable?  If  he  had  not  these  qualities,  he  did  not  stay 
long  enough  in  our  midst  to  become  an  old  settler.    •    •  ♦ 

"At  fttt  ride  of  wearying  you,  I  will  name  a  few  of  those  veterans  who 
were  the  foremost  men  of  the  county  in  1845,  but  who  have  gone  to  their  long 
homes.  Let  us  speak  reverently  of  them.  Their  faults  were  human,  but 
their  ijood  qualities  and  many  virtues  will  commend  them  to  our  considera- 
tion. I  will  give  them  by  townshii>s  in  the  usual  order,  leaving  out  Kesrser, 
which  was  not  then  formed : 

"Butler — The  Brooks.  Henry  ("lark  and  sons,  Geortje  Dclonp,  the 
Embrys,  ,.S.brahani  and  Charles  l  air.  Xalhaniel  l  itch,  the  Greggs,  the  Bells, 
the  Hoffmans,  Hogues,  Holbrooks,  Jacksons,  Lungs,  Millers,  Rodenbaughs, 
Reeves,  ShuUs,  Simons,  Surfaces,  Natts  and  Wellers. 

**Jaekson — ^The  Bishops,  Cools,  Cobblers,  Komeskys,  Daves,  Draggoos, 
Kssigs.  Georges,  Hurshes.  Hendersons.  Harlles.  Johnsons.  Lawheads.  Means, 
MoMfc^.  Mowries.  Oslnirns,  Sugn.r>.  SiafTords,  Squiers,  Stewards,  Tameys, 
Watsons.  \\  \  alts,  Williams  and  Zimniennans. 

"Concord — The  Aliens.  .Mtons.  Rurleys,  Blairs,  Balls.  Carrs.  Cull)crt- 
sons,  Coburns,  Catlius,  Draggoos,  Dawsons.  Fales,  Headleys,  Johnsons, 
Knights,  McNabbs,  Nichols,  Owens.  Robinsons.  Rhodes.  Sechlers,  Wid- 
neys,  Woodcoxes.  Williams  and  Whites. 

"Nexit'Ule — ^The  Bartletts,  Dodges,  Delongs.  EUises,  Lewises.  Law- 
rences, Murphys,  Rogers.  Platters.  Strongs,  Stcdes.  Thomases,  and  Waldons. 

"Stafford — The  Barber^.  Oiat^  Cliri^tofTe!*?.  De  Forrcsts.  Deihls,  Head- 
leys.  McDaniels,  Roses,  Strohls,  Shoubs.  Schofields.  Websters  and  Wane- 
makers. 

"Wilmington — The  Armstrongs.  Babcocks.  Goes.  Crooks,  Eakrights, 
Egiiews,  Fosdicks,  Finneys,  Helwigs,  Hackleys,  Handys.  Imhofs,  Jackmans, 
Kreutzes,  Maxwells,  MuUenixes,  Meeses.  Morrises  Nelsons,  Nodines.  Pack- 
ers. Rutledfies.  Roberts,  Robes.  Sawyers.  Tremans,  Tomlinsons,  Tottens, 

Vccleys.  Widneys.  Woods  and  \^'ceks 

"L'n'wu—Th^  Ashclmans.  MtenI iir<:s.  .\hbotts.  Bidlers,  Bau'^hmans, 
Browns,  Cos^K-rs,  Clays,  Fishers.  Fulks,  Gingriches,  Hussclmans,  Krums, 
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Ltttzcs,  Latsons»  McEndefers,  Misers.  Summers,  Stiohs,  Weavers,  Weeks, 
Walworths,  Whetsels,  Parks  and  Ingmans. 

"Rkhhntd—Tht  Bangs,  Cowleys,  Qays,  Calkms,  Daileys,  Dewitts, 
Feaglers,  Greens.  Hardys,  Moodys,  McMillens,  Fennells,  Rogers,  ShuUs, 

Showers,  Treshes  and  \\'cirocks. 

"Fcdrdeld — The  Chaffees,  McNabbs,  Powells,  Storys,  Gushwas  and 
Wells. 

**Smith/ield — The  Baxters,  Beyers.  Blakers,  Corwins,  Danks.  Daniels, 
Hemstreets,  Holmes,  Krums,  Kellcys,  McCoshes,  Smiths  and  WaUeers. 

"FrasikUH — ^The  Aldriches,  Balls,  Bowmans,  Budcs^  Beards,  Grains, 
Dirrims.  Ducks,  Firestones,  Houltons,  Holmes,  Hammonds,  Jon^,  Jackmans, 
Jeffords,  Keeps.  Lewes,  Manns,  McQuecns.  McCurdys,  McAllisters.  Myers, 
Nidigs,  Nelsons,  01d«;.  Porters,  Packers,  Rudes,  Stambaughs,  Shulls,  Snooks, 
Thurstons.  Waterman s  and  W^'lsons. 

"Troy — The  Burdicks,  Gathers,  Caselx-ers,  Colls,  Emersons,  Eddys,  llel- 
wigs,  Jennings,  Kniselys,  Lameds,  McCIures,  McClellans,  McDaniels, 
Steams,  WiUards,  Waydleichs  and  Zimmermans. 

"The  men  whmn  I  have  named,  who  came  here  prior  to  January  i,  1846, 
came  before  the  period  of  railroads,  before  canals  v^ere  dug,  and  many  of 
them  before  the  roads  were  cut  and  bridges  tnn'lt.  Jtist  think  of  it,  that 
thirty-five  years  ago  the  residents  of  our  county  had  never  seen  a  railroad 
car,  and  we  have  over  a  hundred  mile";  of  railroad  track  in  the  county  today, 
and  two  luuidreti  trains  daily  through  it.  There  was  not  then  in  the  county 
a  steam  engine ;  there  was  not  one  cook  stove  in  a  dozen  families. 

"I  recollect  very  distinctly  the  first  threshing  machine.  It  indeed  was 
a  beauty.  It  did  not  even  separate  the  grain  from  the  chaff  and  straw.  It 
was  brought  into  the  county  by  John  Zimmerman,  who  then  resided  on  the 
Houk  farm,  in  Jadraon  township.  In  fact,  it  would  now  be  a  novelty,  and, 
as  it  did  then,  would  now  draw  crowds  when  set  to  work;  and,  to  use  a 
homely  e\[iression.  it  was  the  'bi?f::e<:t  thing  out.'  Instead  of  beuij^  >e\eral 
weeks  in  llailing,  tra-n|>ing  and  winnowing  out  a  hundred  bushels  of  wheat, 
the  farmer,  with  that  threshing  machine,  could  thresh  out  that  quantity  in  a 
day,  and  then  take  his  time  to  ran  it  through  the  fanning  mill.  And  when 
he  had  the  wheat  ready  for  market,  then  he  would  have  to  take  about  three 
days  to  carry  a  load  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  bushels  to  Fort  Wayne  and  sell 
K  for  fifty  or  sixty  cents  a  bushel.  Corn  had  a  value  tlien  proportioned  to 
wheat,  the  same  as  now  Pork  then  ranged  at  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  two 
dollars  per  hundred  pounds. 
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"Even  in  early  days,  when  the  pioneers  were  undergoing  the  privations  I 
have  spoken  of,  they  had  a  veiy  large  amount  of  the  real  pleasures  of  life; 
and  when  an  opportunity  afforded,  it  was  enjoyed  with  a  relish  equally  as  well 
as  now.  It  certainly  was  true  enjoyment  to  help  a  neighbor  raise  a  house  or 
a  ham,  do  his  logging,  have  quilting  and  sewing  bees,  dance  on  the  puncheons 
in  the  cabins,  take  your  g\r]  up  Ixhind  voti  on  horseback  and  carry  her 
throiiijh  the  wood'',  six.  eij^'Iit  or  ten  miles  lo  some  gathering;  ai)d  she  would 
have  to  huld  on  aw  Hilly  tight  or  she  would  be  brushed  off  the  horse  by  the 
limbs  or  trunks  of  the  trees.  Think  of  the  making  of  sugar,  hunting  bee 
trees,  gathering  cranberries,  wild  plums,  cherries,  grapes,  crab-af^les,  all 
kinds  of  nuts  and  ginseng.  Think  of  the  excellent  hunting  and  fishing  dwre 
was  here  then;  all  kinds  and  in  large  quantities  were  the  fish,  wild  fowls  and 
wild  animals." 

A  COSTLY  TklP. 

Cyrus  Smith,  die  hero  of  travels,  in  search  of  unentered  land,  although 
ill  at  the  time,  set  out  in  December,  1837,  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  for  Gilead, 
Michigan.  Rains  had  swollen  the  streams  and  he  was  obliged  to  lay  over 
every  other  day  from  sickness,  yet  he  reached  his  goal,  got  eight  bushels  of 
corn,  and  started  tor  the  Vermont  mills  or  Orland.  A  cold  spdl  set  in,  snow 
fell  fast,  the  winds  rose,  and  a  tree  fallinc;  l)efore  him,  he  narrowly  e«^cai)cd 
its  limbs,  tnmed  a'^iflo  to  c^n  annuid  it,  became  bewildered,  an<l  for  hours 
drove  on  through  the  openings.  The  clouds  cleared  to  the  west,  and  he  saw 
the  sun  setting,  and  struck  out  in  that  direction.  He  found  the  road  he  had 
left  in  the  morning  three  miles  in  advance  of  his  unfortunate  diversion,  and 
passed  the  night  and  the  next  day  at  Deacon  Stocker's.  leaving  his  com 
at  the  mill,  he  went  to  TuH's  mill,  near  White  Pigeon  prairie  and  returned 
with  fifteen  bushels  of  smutty  wheat.  lie  remained  here  three  days  sick,  a 
third  waiting:  for  the  jrri'^t.  Finally,  starlin;/  linmc,  he  had  to  leave  his  wagon 
when  halt  a  mile  from  hume,  turn  the  oxen  loose  and  toot  it  in.  The 
eleventh  day  since  leaving  home  he  got  back  his  wagon.  His  grist,  not 
pricing  the  com,  cost  him  in  cash,  forty-^ve  dollars. 

A  NIGHT  OF  aUFPEttlNG. 

In  tht  vvniicr  ut  1H37-8,  a  Mr.  Usburn  startcnl  from  where  Hicksvitle, 
Uhiu,  liad  just  been  laid  out,  with  an  ox  team,  to  go  to  mill  at  Fort  Wayne. 
Returning  to  the  east  side  of  the  St.  Joseph  river  he  was  overtaken  by  night 
above  where  Leo  later  stood.   Having  had  to  wade  into  the  creeks,  and  break 
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ke  before  his  oxen«  his  clothes  wete  wet,  and  it  was  freezing  severely.  On* 
ward,  however,  he  made  his  way,  through  the  snow  and  darkness,  on  a  stormy 

winter  night,  until  he  hcgm  to  feel  that  he  was  freezing. 

Leav  ing;  his  slow  team  in  the  road,  he  then  started,  hoping  tO  reach  Mr. 
Brant  s  across  the  river  from  where  Spencerville  now  is.  but  soon  found  his 
legs  becoming  so  stiff  that  he  could  no  longer  walk.  Knowing  that  his  life 
was  at  stake,  he  then  crawled  on  his  hands  and  knees  about  a  mile,  and  until 
he  found  that  his  strength  was  too  far  gone  to  proceed  m  this  way.  He 
now  commenced  crymg  for  help,  and  Mr.  Brant's  dog  hearing  his  voice,  com- 
menced barking;  and  some  of  the  people  going  out  to  see  what  was  tiie 
trouble,  were  led  by  the  dog  to  the  poor  sufferer,  about  a  mile  off,  and  he  wa» 
borne  into  the  house. 

Both  of  his  legs  had  to  be  amputated  just  below  the  knees.  He  re-, 
mained  several  days  at  Mr.  Brant's,  and  was  drawn  home  on  his  sled 

A  NBW  YOltKSR'S  PASODY. 

This  is  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Widney:  "I  taught  several  schools  in  an 
early  day,  and  experienced  the  truth  of  Thompson's  couplet : 

"  'Delightful  task  I  to  rear  the  tender  thought. 
And  teach  the  young  ideas  how  to  shoot' 

"Wdl,  a  New-  York  dandy,  better  acquainted  wiA  books  and  pavements 
than  with  the  'backwoods'  life  or  diaracter,  concluded  to  visit  the  West  and 

see  'the  natives.'  As  he  was  ridin^:^  along;  on  a  cold  day  in  the  winter,  when 
sleighing  was  good,  in  his  tine  sleigh,  wrapped  up  in  his  'buffalo,'  with  his 
greatcoat  on,  his  fur  cap  tied  dov>  n  over  his  cars,  and  his  fur  gloves  up  to 
his  elbows,  he  passed  one  of  these  frontier  school  houses.  It  was  'recess*,  and 
the  teadicr  and  some  of  tiie  bigger  boys  were  out  at  the  side  of  the  house 
knockmg  some  squirrels  off  a  tall  hickoiy  tree  witfi  a  rifle.  The  dandy  reined 
vp  his  horse  a  few  minutes  and  as  he  saw  the  squirrels  drop  one  after  an- 
other, perpetrated  the  foltowing  parody  on  the  above  oft  quoted  couplet  o£ 
Thompson: 

"  'Delightful  task!  to  rear  the  tender  thought,  k 
And  teach  the  youthful  Indian  how  to  shoott 
"The  rascal  I    It  was  well  for  him  I  was  not  there  to  hear  him." 

« 

(9)  .  J 
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ABRAM  fair's  NARRATIVE. 

Ahram  Fair,  one  of  the  eight  first  settlers  of  Butier  township,  writes  as 
foUows:  "Our  plan  was  to  come  out— buOd  cabins— make  a  tittle  beginning, 
and  then  return  to  our  old  homes,  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  to  winter  and 
bring  on  the  families  in  the  spring.   We  brought  provisions  enough  with  us 

to  last  till  our  return,  excepting  meat — calculating  to  kill  deer  enough  to  sup- 
ply that.  Til  this,  liowevcr,  we  were  mistaken.  We  found  deed  quite  crarre 
in  those  wood^  (hat  fall.  One  rlay,  Andrew  Surface  found  a  hollow  tree  i  on 
Black  creek  where  Peter  Simon's  ashery  later  stood)  filled  with  honey,  into 
which  a  bear  had  gnawed  a  hole  and  helped  himsdf  to  as  much  as  he  wanted. 
On  catting  the  tree  we  found  what  was  left  of  Bruin's  dinner,  six  gallws  of 
honey.  The  first  fair  day  after  Ais,  we  foimd  two  bee  trees,  cut  tiiem,  and 
took  the  honey.  We,  eight,  ate  all  the  honey  we  wanted  for  twenty  days 
(and  we  had  little  to  eat  except  the  honey  and  bread")  and  on  returning  to 
Montgomery  county,  we  had  twenty-one  gallons  of  strained  honey  left. 

A  COON  STORY. 

"After  finding  the  bee  trees,  Andrew  Surface  found  a  hollow  tree  with 
two  'coons'  in  it,  and  cutting  them  out,  he  brought  them  to  our  shanty.  We 

took  the  hides  off,  and  hun^  the  meat  mit  in  the  frost  over  night,  and  in  the 
morning.  Clmrley  Crouse,  who  was  our  cook,  prepared  them  for  our  hreak- 
fast.  Being  rather  meat-hungry,  we  all  ate  heartily  of  them,  except  John 
Surface,  who  declared  he  would  Starve  first — though  he  ate  some  of  the 
gravy.  After  breakfast,  we  all  went  at  cutting  and  hewmg  logs  and  making 
clapboards  for  WtUtam  Surface's  cabin.  John  and  I  went  to  sawing  a  large 
oak  for  clapboards.  John  didn't  pull  the  saw  very  strongly.  'Ah.'  said  I 
to  him  'You  didn't  eat  coon  or  you  could  have  sawed  better.'  Presently  he 
thought  the  saw  went  too  hard  and  that  he  must  have  the  iron  wedge  from 
the  shantv  to  drive  in  the  kerf.  My  father,  Peter  Fair,  was  lying  in  the 
shanty  and  John  supposed  he  was  a.sleep.  So  he  went  to  the  skillet  where 
there  was  a  quarter  of  a  'coon'  left  from  breakfast,  and  taking  off  the  Kd, 
he  took  up  the  meat,  and  after  smelling  it  awhile,  applied  his  teeth  and 
stripped  the  bone  in  short  meter.  All  this  time  my  father  lay  pretending  to 
be  asleep,  but  struggling  to  keep  from  laughing.  When  John  returned  and 
took  hold  of  the  saw  again,  I  remarked  to  him,  that  he  must  have  either 
been  eating  coon  or  smelling  of  it,  he  pulled  so  much  stronger.   When  Crouse 
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went  in  to  cook  dinner,  my  father  told  the  joke,  and  it  was  some  time  before 
John  heard  the  last  of  the  coon  story." 

PIONBER  DIICBNSIONS. 

Ahrani  Fair,  the  author  of  the  ahove.  \va<;  a  splendid  type  of  pioneer. 
We  read  how  many  of  the  brave  settlers  perished  under  the  hardsliips  incident 
to  o|xning  up  the  country,  but  listen  to  Fair's  own  words  of  his  experiences 
and  the  result :  "I  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  I  moved  into  the  town- 
dUp  (Butler),  twenty- four  years  ago.  I  tiien  weighed  one  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds,  and  toy  wife  one  hundred  and  forty.  Now  I  weigh  two  hun- 
dred and  ten,  and  my  wife  two  hundred.  We  have  had  eleven  children  bom 
in  the  township,  and  nine  are  still  livii^.  In  the  twenty-four  years  T  have 
not  lost  as  many  hoxirs  by  sickness.  T  am  now  six  feet  four  and  one  half 
inches  high,  and  there  never  has  been  cleared  land  enough  in  DeKalb  county 
to  throw  me  down  on." 

These  words  were  written  about  the  year  1859. 

JOHN  K.  UZLLBR's  NAKSATIVIL 

John  N.  Miller  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  ^Vil^lingtnn  townsliip. 
His  pioneer  experiences  are  very  interesting.  Near  the  year  i860,  he  wrote 
the  following  concerning  them : 

"Ifl  die  winter  of  1836-7,  I  took  a  job  of  chopping  for  Mr.  L3rtle,  who 
had  sold  out  where  he  first  settied,  and  had  entered  the  tract  of  land  since 
owned  by  the  late  William  Pryor,  in  Stafford  township.  The  job  was  on  the 
fiver  bottoms,  where  the  timber  was  very  heavy — huge  oaks  and  elms,  with 
enormous  tops,  bcint^  rather  plcnt\'  to  jjet  alonff  fast,  as  I  had  to  take  flown 
all  the  timber,  and  cut  it  up  ready  for  logging.  I  only  got  fotir  or  five  dollars 
(T  do  not  now  remember  distinctly  the  wages),  and  was  to  take  my  pay  in 
potatoes,  pork,  beans,  etc.  For  potatoes,  I  paid  $i  per  bushel;  for  pork,  16 
oents  per  pound ;  and  odier  things  in  proportion.  The  price  of  chopping  was 
low,  and  that  of  ^e  articles  of  pay  hi^i;  yet  I  could  not  do  better,  as  pro- 
vision must  he  had.  While  I  kept  busy  on  my  job,  I  could  just  about  get 
fffovisions  enough  to  keep  in  the  bare  necessaries  of  life,  so  far  as  eating 
was  concerned:  but  I  had  no  time  to  be  sick,  and  no  rest  but  the  Sabbath. 
One  cold  March  evening,  after  chopping  hard  all  day.  T  tnok  a  bushel  of  pota-' 
toes  and  17  or  18  pounds  of  jx>rk  on  my  shoulder,  and  started  for  home, 
about  dusk.    The  distance  I  had  to  travel  along  a  blind  trail,  through  the 
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ABRAM  fair's  NARRATIVB. 

Abram  Fair,  one  of  the  eight  first  settlers  of  Butler  township,  writes  as 
follows:  "Our  plan  was  to  come  out — build  cabina — make  a  little  bes^nning, 
and  then  retani  to  our  old  homes,  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio»  to  winter  and 
bring  on  the  families  in  the  spring.   We  brought  provisions  enough  with  as 

to  last  till  our  return,  excepting  meat — calculating  to  kill  deer  cnoup^h  to  sup- 
pi'-  that.  In  this,  however,  we  were  mistaken.  We  found  deed  qiiite  scarce 
in  those  woods  that  fall.  One  day.  Aiulrew  Surface  fomid  a  hollow  tree  (on 
Black  creek  where  Peter  Simon's  ashery  later  stood)  filled  with  honey,  into 
which  a  bear  had  gnawed  a  hole  and  helped  himself  to  as  mucli  as  he  wanted. 
On  cutting  the  tree  we  found  what  was  left  of  Brain's  dinner,  six  gallons  of 
honey.  The  first  &ir  day  after  this,  we  found  two  bee  trees,  cut  them,  and 
took  the  honey.  We,  ei^t,  ate  all  the  honey  we  wanted  for  twenty  days 
(and  we  had  little  to  eat  except  the  honey  and  bread)  and  on  returning  to 
Montgomery  county,  we  had  twenty-one  gallons  of  strained  honey  left. 

A  COON  STORY. 

"After  finding  the  bee  trees,  Andrew  Surface  found  a  hollow  tree  with 
two  'coons'  in  it,  and  cutting  them  out,  he  brought  them  to  our  shanty.  We 
took  the  hides  off,  and  huu^  the  meat  out  in  the  frost  over  nip;ht,  and  in  the 
morning,  Charfpv  Crouse,  who  wa.s  our  cook,  prepared  them  lor  our  break- 
fast. Being  rather  meat-hungry,  wc  all  ate  heartily  of  them,  except  John 
Surface,  who  declared  he  would  starve  first — ^though  he  ate  some  of  the 
gravy.  After  breakfast,  we  all  went  at  cutting  and  hewing  logs  and  making 
clapboards  for  William  Surface's  cabin.  John  and  I  went  to  sawing  a  large 
oak  for  dapboaids.  John  didn't  pull  the  saw  very  strongly.  'Ah.'  said  T 
to  him  'You  didn't  eat  coon  or  you  could  have  sawed  better.*  Presently  he 
thought  the  saw  went  too  hard  and  that  he  must  have  the  iron  wedge  from 
the  shanty  to  drive  in  the  kerf.  My  father,  Peter  Fair,  was  lying  in  the 
shantv  and  John  supposed  be  wa««  asleep.  So  he  went  to  the  skillet  where 
there  was  a  quarter  of  a  'coon'  left  from  breakfast,  and  taking  off  the  lid, 
he  took  up  the  meat,  and  after  smelling  it  awhile,  applied  his  teeth  and 
stripped  the  bone  in  short  meter.  All  this  time  my  father  lay  pretending  to 
be  asleep*  but  struggling  to  keep  from  laughing,  ^^'hen  John  returned  and 
took  hold  of  the  saw  again.  T  remarked  to  him,  that  he  must  have  either 
been  eatii^  coon  or  smelling  of  it.  he  pulled  so  much  stronger.   When  Crouse 
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went  in  to  cook  dinner,  my  father  told  the  joke,  and  it  was  some  time  before 
John  hcafd  the  last  of  the  coon  stoiy." 

PIONEEK  DIMSNSIONS. 

Abram  Fair,  the  author  of  the  above,  was  a  splendid  type  of  pioneer. 
We  read  how  many  of  the  brave  settlers  perished  under  the  hardships  incident 
to  opening  up  the  countiy,  but  listen  to  Fair's  own  words  of  his  experiences 
and  the  rcstdt :  **I  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  when  I  moved  into  the  town- 
ship (Butler),  twenty-four  years  aga  I  ^en  weighed  one  hundred  and 
sixty  pounds,  and  my  wife  one  hundred  and  forty.  Now  I  weigh  two  hun- 
dred and  ten.  nnr\  mv  wife  two  hnndred.  Wc  have  had  eleven  children  l>om 
in  the  township,  and  nine  arc  still  living.  In  the  t\vciit>-four  years  I  have 
not  lost  as  many  hours  by  sickness.  T  am  now  six  feet  four  and  one  half 
inches  high,  and  there  never  has  been  cleared  land  enough  in  DeKalb  county 
to  tinow  me  down  on." 

These  words  were  written  about  the  year  1859. 

J0B3V  N.  VILLBR's  NARRATIVE. 

John  N.  Miller  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Wilmington  township. 
His  {noneer  experiences  are  very  interesting.  Near  the  year  i860,  he  wrote 
die  following  concerning  diem : 

"In  the  whiter  of  1836-7, 1  took  a  job  of  chopping  for  Mr.  Lytle,  who 
had  sold  out  where  he  first  settled,  and  had  entered  the  tract  of  land  since 
o\\Tied  by  the  late  William  Pryor.  in  Stafford  township.  The  job  was  on  the 
river  bottoms,  where  the  timber  was  very  heavy — huge  oaks  and  elms,  with 
enormous  tops,  being  rather  plenty  to  get  along  fast,  as  I  had  to  take  down 
all  the  timber,  and  cut  it  up  ready  for  logging.  I  only  got  four  or  five  dollars 
(I  do  not  now  femember  distinctly  the  wages) ,  and  was  to  take  my  pay  in 
potatoes,  pork,  beans,  etc.  For  potatoes,  I  paid  $1  per  bushel;  for  poik,  16 
cents  per  pound;  and  other  things  in  proportion.  The  price  of  chopping  was 
low,  and  that  of  the  articles  of  pay  high;  yet  I  could  not  do  better,  as  pro- 
vision must  be  had.  While  T  kept  busy  on  my  jrh,  T  could  just  about  get' 
provisions  enough  to  keep  in  the  bare  neccHsarios  of  life,  so  far  as  eating 
was  concerned:  but  T  had  no  time  to  be  sick,  and  no  rest  but  the  Sal^ath. 
One  cold  March  evening,  after  chopping  hard  all  day,  I  took  a  bushel  of  pota- 
toes and  17  or  18  pounds  of  pork  on  my  shoulder,  and  started  for  home, 
about  dusk.   The  distance  I  had  to  travel  along  a  blind  trail,  through  the 
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darkness  and  brush,  was  about  six  miles.  Comini^  to  Buck  creek,  over 
which  a  small  limber  log  was  placed,  I  undertook  to  walk  it  with  my  load, 
but  fdl  off  in  the  water,  which  was  high.  Then  I  waded  through  the  bal- 
ance of  tiie  credc,  getting  veiy  wet  G>ld,  wet  and  tired,  I  pursued  my 
joamey  with  my  heavy  load,  until  the  long  tniles  were  passed,  and  I  set  down 
my  pork  and  potatoes  in  my  cabin. 

"The  worst  part  of  the  tale  is,  that  Lytic  wns  not  satisfad  with  my 
doing  the  job  so  cheap,  and  taking  the  pay  in  high  iiriccd  trade;  but  he 
actually  moved  the  stakes  first  set:  so  that  the  lines  might  take  in  several 
large  elms  that  were  just  oulsiiie  of  the  job;  and,  besides,  waaleJ  mc  to  chop 
Up  to  a  curving  brush  fence,  which  ran  from  stiJce  to  stake,  on  one  side  of 
my  square  job,  including  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre  more  than  the  straight 
line  agreed  upon.  My  job  being  ftiished,  as  agreed  upon,  including,  too,  to 
the  elms  fraudulently  brought  in,  I  went  to  Lytle  in  his  house,  to  demand  a 
settlement,  and  the  balance  of  my  pay;  but  he  refused  to  pr^y  nnle'^s  T  chopped 
up  to  the  hni^h  fence.  This,  imdcr  the  circumstances,  wiili  niy  Iiaiitls  cov- 
ered with  blisters  from  hard  and  incessant  chopping  (a  kind  oi  lalx>r  I  was 
not  accustomed  to)  ;  tliis  I  say,  provoked  me  almost  beyond  endurance,  and 
I  told  him  I  should  take  it  out  of  his  hide,  right  then  and  there.  I  was  mak* 
ing  towards  him.  His  wife  screamed,  and  Lytle  turned  it  off  with  a  laugh, 
and  said  he  woukl  i)ay  me  and  thus  the  matter  ended." 

This  Lytle  was  known  among  the  settlers  as  a  hard  ctistomer.  Very 
profane  and  with  little  conscience,  he  ever  failed  to  recognize  the  rights  of 
Others.    .Miller  tells  another  story  of  the  man: 

"I  used  to  go  down  to  Lytle's  sometimes  on  Sunday  afternoon,  to  be 
tfiere  on  Monday  morning,  to  commence  my  job.  Well,  one  afternoon, 
Lytle,  being  an  excellent  boatman,  asked  me  to  take  a  little  ride  on  the  river 
in  bis  canoe.  I  consented,  and  tried  to  help  him  navigate  the  craft,  but  was 
very  awkward  at  the  business.  This  provoked  him,  and  he  let  out  such  a 
volley  of  oaths  at  me,  as  T  had  not  been  accustomed  to  listen  to  tamely.  In 
the  midst  of  hi.s  imprecations,  he  set  down  his  pole,  with  more  than  usual 
energy,  and  smack  it  went  into  two  pieces,  while  he  was  leaning  on  it  with 
all  his  weight — plunge  went  Lytle  head  foremost  into  the  deep,  cold  river. 
I  lauded,  of  course,  and  he  turned  in  the  water,  and  tfireatened  to  upset  the 
canoe.  I  seized  a  paddle,  and  told  him  if  he  undertook  it,  I  would  split  his 
bead.   Being  in  a  cold  elemcitt,  he  soon  cooled  down  and  came  out  peaceaUy. 
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A  LOHG  TRAIL  FOR  ILOtTS. 

•*ln  the  spring  of  1837, 1  had  lent  William  Rogers  half  a  barrel  of  flour, 
for,  though  "^ix  miles  apart,  we  were  ncighl  or?,  a*;  was  i!<:iial  at  that  time. 
I  expected  that  it  would  be  returned  before  needed;  but  the  bottom  of  the 
flour  sack  stared  me  in  the  face  before  it  aiTived.  Getting  up  one  morning, 
I  found  only  flour  enough  for  one  small  cake.  I  told  my  folks  to  bake  it  and 
eat  it,  whfle  I  went  for  the  UxA  flour.  It  was  six  miles  to  Rogers,  and  but  a 
*traoe'  for  a  road.  I  set  out  early,  afoot,  and  liarefoot  at  that,  and  made 
good  speed,  thot^fats  of  breakfast  spurring  me  on,  tmtil  I  caine  to  a  swamp, 
round  which  the  trace  wound.  Thinking  to  gain  time,  I  struck  across,  ex- 
pecting to  find  the  place  where  the  trace  came  round ;  but,  the  morning  being 
cloudy,  I  missed  the  course,  and  the  trail.  T  traveled  on  rapidly,  however, 
in  what  I  supposed  to  be  the  right  direction,  until  the  sun  broke  out,  and  I 
found  that  it  was  about  noon,  and  I  was  only  a  mile  from  home!  I  quickly 
sought  the  trace  again,  and  passed  down  it  at  a  rapid  rate,  until  I  reached 
Rogers,  where  I  got  somethii^  to  eat  Rogers  proposed  tiiat  if  I  left  the 
flour,  he  would  bring  it  on  a  horse  the  next  day,  but  I  knew  this  would  not 
answer  our  wants.  So  T  told  him  T  rould  carry  it,  and  taking  the  hundred 
weight  of  flour  on  my  shoulder,  1  trudged  back,  tlie  whole  six  miles,  withotit 
once  laying  it  do-w-n.  On  one  occasion  the  Coatses.  Ro«?e?;  and  myself,  being 
out  of  breadstuff,  held  a  consultation  as  to  where  we  should  go  to  get  corn. 
I  was  for  going  to  Fort  Wajme,  but  they  thought  best  to  go  to  tfie  North 
Western  prairies.  They  started  to  the  prairies  and  I  sent  $10.  along.  They 
were  gone  ten  days,  and  my  money  brought  me  ten  bu^els  of  com,  the  mill- 
ing and  hauling  of  which  cost  me  ten  more.  So  my  meal  cost  me  $2  per 
btishcl.  and  much  of  it  rotten,  a?  there  had  been  a  frost  on  the  2()th  of  the 
precedint^  .\upftist.  killing  the  corn  on  these  prairies,  leaving  it  too  green  to 
keep  without  rotting. 

A  HARD  JOURNEY. 

"Mr.  Altenburg  and  Walsworth  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Auburn.  They  moved  in  together  and  left  Steubenville.  in 
Steuben  county,  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  November.  1838.  in  the 
midst  of  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  continued  all  day.  Having  a  nar- 
row, blind,  crooked  track  to  follow,  without  a  house  for  nine  miles,  the 
snow  flakes  falhng  so  fast  as  to  bevHlder  the  traveler,  and,  at  snme  times, 
weighing  down  the  bushes  across  the  track,  it  became  necessary  for  one  of 
the  men  to  walk  before  the  teams,  to  find  the  way,  and  remove  the  bushes 
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overhanging  it   They  also  had  some  stock  to  drive,  and  their  help  being 

rather  scarce,  the  women  were  under  the  necessity  of  walkin^^^.  and  assisting 
to  drive  them.  The  snow  being  soft,  and  hanging  on  the  bushes,  those  on 
foot  became  completely  wet.  On.  on  the  ?Iow  ox  team?  passed,  through 
snow  and  nuui,  along  the  crooked,  narrow  path,  until  nij^dit  canu'  on,  and  still 
all  around  was  a  bleak,  snow-clad  forest.  They  began  to  think  of  lying  in 
their  wagons  for'  the  night,  but  having  no  way  of  making  fire,  and  nothing 
for  their  teams  or  stock,  and  the  women  and  children  being  frightened  by 
the  howling  of  the  wolves  around  them,  th^  drove  on  in  the  darkness, 
occasionally  stalling  against  the  trees  <m  the  side  of  the  track.  At  length, 
one  of  the  teams  and  the  wagon  got  entirely  out  of  the  way,  and  so  entangled 
among  the  trees  and  lojrs  that  the  latter  had  to  be  left.  Hitchinp:  both  team? 
to  one  wasjon,  they  drove  on  until  they  bc}:^an  to  think  they  must  be  near  to 
the  only  dwelling  between  Steulx;nville  and  .'Xuburn,  Isaac  B.  Smith's.  Stop- 
ping the  teams,  Mr.  Altenburg  proposed  that  all  should  unite  in  one  desperate 
yell  in  order  to  find  whetiier  any  hufkian  being  was  near.  Loud  and  shrill 
arose  that  cry  on  the  midnight  air,  but  the  loud  howl  of  a  pack  of  wolves, 
whose  name  ai)}>eare(l  to  be  legion,  was  the  only  reply.  After  holding  their 
breath  in  silence  for  awhile,  Mr.  Altenburg  proposed  that  they  tune  their 
throats  anew,  and  pitch  their  voices  a  note  or  two  higher,  and  crrii  pinch  the 
baby  (later  Mr.  Henry  Alteiilturi,^  t,  that  he  might  join  his  voice  witli  tlieirs. 
This  effort  was  successful,  and  Mr.  Smith  came  to  their  rescue  with  a  light, 
and  welcomed  them  to  the  hospitality  of  his  little  cabin,  for,  although  about 
full  already,  he  still  had  room  for  two  families. 

"The  next  morning,  bringing  up  the  wagon  left  In  the  rear,  they  started 
on,  and  succeeded  in  driving  all  of  three  miles  through  mud  and  snow  before 
dark,  reaching,'  a  little  ]v>nr(\  shanty  put  up  by  Wesley  Park  for  two  men  to 
lodge  in.  who  were  building  a  bridge  over  Cedar  creel<.  where  Uniontown 
now  is.  During  the  day  they  caught  a  coon,  and  on  it  they  feasted  the  fnllruv- 
ing  morning,  the  two  families  and  the  two  bridge  builders  having  stune- 
how  contrived  to  stow  themselves  away  for  the  night  in  die  little  shanty.  In 
the  morning  tiie  question  was  how  to  get  down  the  high  steep  bank  of  the 
creek  with  the  loaded  wagons.  This  feat  was  accomplished  by  running  poles 
tmder  the  body  of  the  wagon  and  between  the  spokes  of  each  wheel,  so  as  to 
lock  them  all,  and  then  hitching  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  ti  iii^ne  to  hold  back, 
and  another  yoke  to  t!ie  hind  part  of  the  waijrtn  to  pull  back,  the  oxen  hitche<l 
behind,  making,  of  course,  a  desperate  etlort  to  prevent  being  dragged  down. 
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KOBB  ADVBRSmSS. 

"On  Friday,  May  27,  1837,  in  the  afternoon,  Isaac  B.  Smith,  Cyrus 
Smith  and  Tosci>h  Delnng.  with  their  families,  arrived  on  the  hill  where  Mr. 
Smith's  cabin  later  stood.  This  was  in  Smithficld  township.  Tlierc  was 
not  even  a  shanty  or  wit^wam  then.  To  keep  olT  the  night  dews,  they  cut 
forks  and  driving  four  of  tliem  in  the  ground,  and  laying  poles  on  them, 
covered  them  widi  brush.  Ui^er  these  they  lay  on  the  ground,  on  Friday 
night,  and  on  Saturday  put  up  a  cabin  sudi  as  three  men  could  raise,  to  the 
joists — and  again  lay  under  the  brush  that  night.  The  next  morning  they 
discovered  an  unwelcome  bedfellow,  in  the  form  of  a  **massasogga,"  or  black 
rattlesnake,  and.  not  being  very  much  disposed  to  share  their  bed  with  these 
natives,  they  went  at  it  on  Sunday  mnrninq-.  and  "cob!)ed"  up  the  cabin,  and 
covered  one  side  with  black  ash  bark  peeled  from  the  adjacent  trees,  and, 
fixing  poles  in  the  crevices  between  the  logs,  laid  their  beds  some  feet  above 
the  ground,  so  that  Mr.  Massasogga  might  have  the  ground  to  himself.  On 
Mcmday  they  covered  the  other  side  of  the  cabin  and  the  joists  with  bark» 
and  carrying  in  some  poli  "sleepers,"  laid  a  punchecm  floor.  By  the  time 
the  floor  was  laid,  the  joists  were  found  to  be  so  low^  that  even  a  woman 
could  not  walk  straight  under  them  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  cabin 
raising  on  Sunday,  it  mii';t  fie  remenil^ered  that  'neressity  knows  no  law.' 
It  seemed  fortunate  that  the  cabin  was  finished  as  soon  as  it  was,  for  no 
sooner  was  the  bark  roof  laid  than  it  began  to  rain,  and  for  twenty  days 
there  was  scarcely  one  that  was  not  more  or  less  rainy.  In  this  cabin,  sixteen 
by  eighteen  feet,  the  three  families  lodged  together  for  two  nKmths,  and  then 
Mr.  Delong  moved  back  to  Pleasant  lake  and  Cyrus  Smith  put  up  a  cabin  for 
himself. 

"On  leaving  Ohio.  Mr.  Smith  had  bnxed  five  bushel'^  of  potatoes,  and 
among  them  had  packed  his  pots  and  kettles  not  \\anted  on  the  road,  and 
sent  the  bo.x  witii  other  goods  by  pul)lic  conveyance  to  Adrian,  Micliigan. 
He  did  not  get  fhem  to  his  cabin  until  about  the  first  of  July,  and  on  opening 
the  box,  found  them  awfully  smashed  up  by  the  iron  ware.  He  thought  it 
was  now  too  late  to  plant  them,  but  Mr.  Park  advised  him  by  all  means  to 
do  so.  He  planted  them  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  July,  and  in  the  fall  dug 
eighty-six  bushels  from  the  five  bushels  of  mangled  seed. 
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A  KILL  TRIP  WITH  AGUE. 

*'In  July  following  his  settlement,  Mr.  Smith  took  the  ague,  and  had  it 
with  but  little  intermission  until  the  Jime  following.  In  December,  1837, 
he  had  it  so  severely  each  alternate  dru'  that  he  wa<!  nnahlo  to  he  about.  On 
his  well  day.  he  could  Ik;  around,  but  was  \  cry  weak.  Getting  nut  of  bread- 
Stuff,  it  became  necessary  that,  sick  as  he  was,  he  should  go  in  quest  of  some. 
So,  yoking  up  his  oxen,  he  started  for  the  town  of  Gilead,  Michigan,  six 
itiiks  beyond  Orland»  or  'tiie  Vermont  settlement,'  as  it  was  then  called.  It 
liad  rained  much  and  tiie  streams  were  swollen.  He  made  his  way  along, 
liowever,  lying  by,  sick  every  other  day,  until  finally  he  readied  Gilead,  where 
be  got  eight  bushels  of  00m,  and  started  back  to  the  Vermont  mills,  in  the 
settlement  of  this  same  name.  It  had  now  turned  'cold  as  Greenland.'  and 
was  blowing  fiercely  while  the  air  was  filled  with  the  descending  snow'.  It 
was  yet  early  in  the  morning,  and  he  had  gone  but  three- fourths  of  a  mile 
on  the  road  to  the  mill,  when  the  wind  blew  a  tree  down  across  the  road, 
almost  brushmg  the  oxen's  beads.  To  get  around  the  trees,  he  turned  out 
of  the  road,  expecting  to  come  right  in  again,  but  failed  to  do  so,  and,  gettmg 
bewildered  amid  the  falling  snow,  he  drove  on  throt^h  the  openings,  as  near 
as  he  could  in  the  direction  of  the  mills — on— on— on — for  hour  after  hour, 
and  still  no  road  nor  mill  was  found. 

"Mr.  Smith  had  on  his  head  a  paint  leaf  hat,  that  had  been  a  line  one, 
but  was  now  the  worse  for  wear.  While  traveling,  bewildered,  througii  the 
openings,  a  whirling  blast  whisked  it  from  his  head,  and  he  last  saw  it 
careening  on  the  wings  of  the  wind — arising  higher  and  higher  until  it  was 
lost  to  sight  in  a  cloud  of  snow.  Having  a  'comforter'  on  bis  neck,  he 
drew  the  end  of  it  over  his  head,  and  traveled  on.  Thus  the  time  passed,  in 
continual  travelinf;^  through  the  cold,  stormy  day,  and  the  failing  light  told 
the  lost  man  that  night  was  near,  and  he  began  to  picture  to  him.«elf  the  long 
cold  night  that  was  to  follow,  in  all  prolKibility  the  last  that  he  should  ever 
sec — or,  if  he  should  survive, — a  morning  of  distressing  sickness,  to  follow 
the  night  of  suffering;  and  be  all  alone  in  the  snow  clad  forest.  Just  then 
the  doud  broke  in  the  west  and  he  could  see  the  place  where  the  sun  set,  and 
striking  in  that  direction,  in  about  eighty  rods  he  found  the  road  he  had  left 
in  the  morning,  and  the  liridge  across  "crooked  creek,'  alx>ut  half  way  from 
Gilead  to  the  mills.  Thus  he  had  advanced  not  more  than  three  miles  during 
tilt  whole  day  of  wear}'  traveling.  Place  yourself  in  his  circumstances, 
reader,  and  imagine,  if  you  can,  his  joyful  feelings  in  seeing  the  road  again. 
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In  an  hour  he  was  safely  housed  at  the  residence  of  Deacon  Stocker,  father 
to  Ldand  Stodcer  ol  Aiigola.  Here  he  lay  sick  die  next  day,  and  on  the 
day  followtnff  left  his  a>m  at  the  mill,  and  started  for  Tiill's  mill  near  the 
White  Pigeon  prairie,  where  he  obtained  fifteen  bushels  of  very  smutly 
wheat,  which  he  brought  to  the  Vermont  mills  also.  Here  at  Deacon 
Stocker's  again,  he  spent  three  days.  Uxo  of  them  ton  sick  to  travel,  and  the 
third  waiting  for  his  gtht.  Finally,  starling  for  Pleasant  lake,  he  lay 
there  during  a  sick  day,  and  on  the  next  day,  got  a  man  to  go  with  him  to 
break  ice  in  the  streams.  By  dint  of  hard  W3ik  all  day,  they  got  within  a 
half  mile  of  home;  and  had  to  leave  the  wagon  on  the  trail — ^tum  out  the 
oxen  in  the  woods— and  'foot  i^  in.  The  next  day,  being  the  deventh  ainee 
leaving  home,  he  got  his  wagon  home.  His  grist,  not  counting  the  price  of 
the  com,  which  was  paid  as  he  moved  in,  cost  him  in  cash,  forty-five  dollars." 

OLD  TIME  EXTRADITION. 

During  the  years  1850  to  1854,  W.  K.  Streight  served  as  sheriff  of 

DeKalb  county.  One  of  the  incidents  related  in  regard  to  his  term  was  of 
the  time  he  \Yent  hunting  in  the  creek  bottoms  while  court  was  in  session. 
He  stayed  out  all  day.  and  in  the  evening,  toward  sundown,  brotipfht  in  a  nice 
deer.  He  was  informed,  immediately  upon  his  rettim,  that  the  prisoner  had 
escaped  wliile  he,  the  sheriff,  was  wading  through  creek  bottoms.  Streight 
MiddlnA  his  horse  and  rode  to  a  notorums  "hang  out"  some  distance  in  ibt 
woods,  run  fay  Old  Sile  Doty.  There  he  found  his  prisoner,  in  company  with 
seven  other  men.  The  sheriff  cdlared  his  man  and  calmly  rode  back  to  town 
without  molestation. 

Another  time  he  wanted  a  man  who  had  e<?capcd  and  had  taken  refuge 
near  Hicksville,  f  )hio  Streight  journeyed  to  that  place  and  called  on  the 
sheriff  there,  A.  P.  Edgerton. 

**I  want  a  man  who  is  hiding  near  here,"  Streight  said. 

"Wdl."  replied  Edgerton,  "go  and  take  him  then." 

'IBat  this  is  in  Ohto^"  suggested  Straight 

'^ever  mind  the  state  Ime,"  Edgerton  mstructed,"  just  bend  it  east  till 
it  gets  beyond  the  man  you  want,  tiien  take  him,  and  after  you  are  gone, 
in  bend  the  line  back  again  for  you."  7* 

Streight  got  his  man. 
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THE  LAST  DEER. 

The  last  deer  in  DeKalb  county  was  seen  in  March,  1893.  He  was  full 
grown  buck,  having  horns  of  four  or  five  prongs.  The  deer  was  not  cap- 
tured, and  it  is  supposed  that  he  escaped  from  a  nearby  circus. 

FROM  THE  MANUSCRIPT  OF  J.  R.  SKILLING. 

My  father,  Michael  Skilling.  moved  with  his  family  from  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  November,  1846,  and  settled  in 
Richland  township,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the  present  town  of 

Sedan,  on  a  piece  of  land  which  he  purchased  from  the  g^nvernment  \n  1S43. 
They  were  <5txteen  days;  on  their  joiimey  in  a  covered  wat^on  which  was 
motored  hy  a  team  of  oxen  and  one  horse  in  the  lead.  The  wat^'in  furnished 
the  family  lodging  at  night,  and  sheller  from  rain.  The  cooking  was  done 
by  camp  fires  and  the  fire  was  kindled  from  a  spark  that  was  produced  by 
striking  a  flint  stone  on  a  piece  of  steel  over  a  tinder  box  provided  for  that 
purpose.  I  remember  wdl  the  modes  and  customs  of  the  pioneers  of  DeKalb 
county.  The  primitive  condition  of  this  connty  was  a  wild  forest  of  various 
specie?  of  timljer  of  excellent  rui.ilily.  c.  insisting  of  hlack  and  wliilc  walnnt. 
yellow  and  white  poplar,  white  and  red  r>ak^  white  ash,  blue  ash  and  f)lack  ash. 
wild  cherry,  red  elm,  hickory  elm  and  swamp  elm.  re<l  and  white  heach,  sugar 
and  maple,  and  linden  which  was  designated  bv  the  early  settlers  as  "bas- 
wood." 

8WAKPS  AND  ANIMALS. 

Thi-;  wa=;  a  very  swampy  conntry  in  early  days,  containing  many  tama- 
rack swauips.  densely  cn\cred  with  iK'antifnl  tall  straight  tamarack  or  "■hack- 
matack" trees.  Many  of  the  swamps  abounded  with  huckleberries  and  cran- 
berries in  abundance,  for  which  there  was  no  market,  but  the  new  settlers 
had  the  pleasure  of  harv^ting  all  th^  required  for  their  own  consumption. 
The  woods  and  swamps  were  well  stodced  with  venomous  rattlesnakes  and 
the  people  were  always  in  fear  of  cottiing  in  contact  with  these  dreaded  rep- 
tile^, ahhc)UL(h  tlu'v  in\arial)l>  fz'nx-  warning  hy  the  sound  of  their  rattles 
w  hen  approached.  Aithougli  there  were  quite  a  number  of  people  who  were 
victims  to  the  stroke  of  the  fangs  of  these  poisonous  serpent-,  we  ne\  er  lieard 
of  a  case  that  proved  fatal  as  the  people  were  educated  m  the  treatment  of 
such  cases  and  were  provided  with  antidotes  to  give  treatment  to  all  patients 
who  required  immediate  attention.   The  first  pioneer  settled  in  DeKalb 
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county  in  1835  and  others  soon  followed.  They  found  the  forest  well  stocked 
with  game,  such  as  wild  turkeys,  deer,  coon,  mink,  opossums,  squirrels, 
pheasants  and  otter.  There  were  a  few  bear,  but  th^  soon  disappeared  as 
tiie  country  improved.  The  gray  timber  wdves  also  abounded,  for  which 
there  was  a  diligent  search  made  by  the  hunters  as  the  connh'  commissioners 
offered  a  premium  of  five  dollars  for  the  scalp  of  each  wolf  killed  in  the 
county.  This  premium  was  soon  raised  to  seven  dollars,  whicli  led  to  their 
entire  extermination  by  1850.  The  busy  honey  bees  were  here  in  advance 
of  the  white  man,  and  established  their  hives  in  the  trunks  of  trees  where 
they  had  stored  in  abundance  the  product  of  their  labor.  This  furnished  a 
very  lucrative  luxury  for  the  early  settiers.  The  coon,  otter,  mink  and 
opossums  were  hunted  on  account  of  the  value  of  their  fur  for  which  there 
was  a  ready  ?a!e  for  cash,  to  the  fur  traders  who  traveled  throngh  the  county. 
The  deer  was  hunted  as  there  was  a  ready  sale  for  their  hides,  and  the 
venison,  which  wa«5  the  jirincipal  meat  served  vm  the  tables  of  the  early 
settlers.  There  was  distinct  evidence  that  the  beaver  liad  once  inhabited  the 
county,  but  they  were  exterminated  in  advance  of  tiie  eariy  settlers. 

INDIANS. 

The  iVntawatoinic  liulians  .still  inhahiu-d  ilu-  I'ure-ts  of  r)e'\all)  county 
when  the  first  white  settlers  located  here,  but  in  1842  they  were  piloted  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river  by  a  French  Indian  agent  of  South  Bend,  Inttiana, 
by  the  name  of  Cbquillard.  He  was  named  and  recognized  by  the  Indians  as 
"Cuttieaw.*'  We  have  good  evidence  that  DeKalb  county  was  inhaWted  by 
a  prehistoric  race  of  people,  prior  to  the  Indians.  We  will  make  a  few  brief 
statements  on  this  subject  from  our  own  personal  observations. 

BEAVER  DAMS. 

This  country  abotmded  with  water  barriers  or  dams  which  had  been  con- 
structed on  tlie  small  streams  and  they  were  designated  by  the  orly  settlers 
as  beaver  dams.  In  many  places  there  were  two  or  three  in  snccession  on  the 
same  stream  at  such  a  distance  between  that  the  water  would  be  blocked  up 
to  the  next  dam  above.  These  dams  were  all  constructed  in  the  form  of  a 
s^ment  of  a  circle,  bracing  against  the  current.  The  earth  used  in  the  con- 
structing of  these  dams,  in  every  case  had  been  obtahwd  up  tiie  stream,  above 
the  structure,  which  was  indicated  by  caverns  in  the  banks  from  whidi  the 
earth  had  been  moved,  and  perhaps  conveyed  on  rafts  to  where  it  was  de- 
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posited.  This  ooisld  not  have  been  done  by  the  beaver.  Large  trees  had 
g;rown  on  the  summit  and  sides  of  these  supposed  beaver  dams  that  showed 
evidence  of  age,  perhaps  a  thousand  years.  An  opening  had  been  cut  through 
these  embankments  and  tht  water  let  out,  when,  and  by  whom,  it  is  not 
known. 

PREHISTORIC  EVIDENCES. 

DeKalb  county  has  another  witness  of  this  prehistoric  race  of  people  in 
the  form  of  an  old  fort  which  we  visited  in  1865.  Tliis  is  located  in  Smith- 
fielfl  township  about  two  miles  south  of  the  town  of  A'^hley,  and  abmit  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the  Auburn  and  A'^hley  ptihlic  road.  It  consisted 
of  an  embankment  of  earth  about  four  feet  high  and  perhaps  twelve  or 
fifteen  feet  wide,  in  a  true  circle,  encompassing  over  an  acre.  There  fras  a 
trench  on  the  outside  of  the  embankment  about  three  or  four  feet  deep,  and 
about  twelve  fe^  wide,  produced  by  the  excavation  of  the  earth  in  construct- 
ing the  bank.  When  we  visited  this  relic  in  1865  it  was  in  a  dense  wood 
and  large  trees  had  grown  on  the  embankment  and  also  in  the  trench,  the  same 
as  on  the  dams  above  described.  It  is  quite  evident  that  this  work  had  all 
been  done  about  the  .^anie  period  and  by  tlu-  same  class  of  lalx-trers.  There 
was  no  opening  in  tl>e  embankment.  It  iiad  ben  conceded  on  good  authority 
that  sudi  structures  were  not  built  for  forte  but  for  a  jrface  of  worship  by  the 
"Moimd  Builders.*'  Another  evidence  that  a  prehistoric  race  of  people  in- 
habited this  county  is  furnished  by  the  stone  implements  whidi  are  found 
all  over  the  county,  as  the  land  is  being  cultivated,  such  as  arrow  heads,  spear 
heads  and  what  is  designated  by  our  i>eople  as  "stone  sledges"  and  "skinning 
stones.  '  These  names  are  only  conjectures  as  it  is  not  known  when  or  where, 
or  by  whom,  or  for  what  purpose  they  were  made.  In  various  |)arts  of 
Europe  tlie  >anic  kinds  of  stone  implements  are  found  and  of  the  .same 
quality  of  stone  as  those  found  in  DeKalb  county.  This  we  see  demonstrated 
in  our  academies  of  natural  science.  We  make  this  statement  to  refute  the 
presumptive  and  delusive  theory  that  we  so  often  hear  advocated  that  these 
stone  implements  are  the  product  of  the  Indians.  The  more  we  try  to  in- 
vestigate this  subject,  the  further  we  become  perplexed. 

LUMBER  AND  ASHERIES. 

I  personally  rLnu  inlH  r  when  the  very  best  grades  of  black  walnut  and 
poplar  lumber  could  be  bought  for  five  and  six  dollars  per  thousand  feet,  and 
there  was  short  sale  for  it  at  that  price,    i'here  was  no  market  for  the  timber 
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SO  in  order  to  redeem  the  land,  trees  were  cut  down  and  the  logs  rolled 
togiether  and  bmned,  regardless  of  quality.  The  uhes  were  gathered  and 
flcdd  at  the  asheries  for  six  oents  per  bttshd.  Here  the  ashes  were  teadied 
in  large  vats  and  tiie  lye  thus  obtained  was  manufactured  into  potash.  There 
were  quite  a  number  of  asheries  in  the  county,  owned  and  operated  by  parties 
who  owned  n  5tore,  with  such  floods  as  were  in  demand  by  the  settlers.  De- 
Kalb  county  at  present,  contains  lieantiftil  and  valuable  farms,  hut  if  the 
original  timber  that  once  covered  these  farms  could  he  replaced,  it  wouUl 
command  a  price  in  the  market  today,  at  the  least  estimate,  to  four  times 
the  present  value  of  tiie  land. 

IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

In  1842  the  Erie  and  W'abash  Canal  was  opened  for  navij3fation  to  Fort 
Wayne.  This  enterprise  gave  DeKalb  county  the  hrst  encouragement  for 
eastern  transportatioa.  All  the  reports  and  imports  were  hauled  with  teams 
cn  mud  roads  and  over  swamps  on  corduroy  bridges  which  were  formed  of 
logs  laid  side  by  side.  The  exports  consisted  of  wheat,  com,  oats,  potatoes, 
potash,  maple  sugar,  cranberries,  deer  hides  and  furs.  The  imports  were  dry 
goods,  tea,  coffee,  leather,  hardware  and  whiskey,  an  indispensable  necessity 
with  the  hardy  pioneers.  The  earlv  settlers  made  all  the  soap  they  required 
and  their  shoes  were  made  by  the  local  shoemaker. 

MILLS. 

Charcoal  was  the  only  coal  that  could  be  obtained  by  the  blacksmiths, 
which  was  manufactured  by  burning  wood  in  rharcoa!  pits.  The  first  steam 
sawmill  in  the  county  was  built  in  1851  in  Richland  township,  at  Green's 
Comers,  half  a  mile  south  of  Sedan,  by  Fisher  &  £rown.  This  was  the  first 
steam  power  in  the  county,  but  prior  to  this  date  there  had  been  fifteen  water 
saw-mills  built  in  the  county.  In  early  days  Mr.  C.  Work  built  a  water  saw- 
mill about  half  a  mile  soutii  of  the  present  Auburn  Junction.  Tie  had  a  pair 
of  small  mill  stones  set  in  this  mill  to  grind  com  and  buckwheat.  Here  tlic 
first  grain  was  gfround  in  DeKalb  county.  The  first  flour  mill  to  grind  wheat 
in  the  coimty  was  a  water  mill  built  in  1850  by  a  Mr.  Fansler  on  Cedar 
creek,  about  seven  miles  north  of  Auburn  on  the  present  Ashley  public  road. 
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TIRST  PUBUC  UTILITIES. 

The  first  electric  light  plant  in  the  county  was  established  in  Garrett  in 
1886  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  The  first  opera  house 
in  the  county  was  erected  hi  Garrett  in  1889  by  J.  Williann  Wagner.  The 
first  water  works  in  the  county  was  established  by  the  city  of  Garrett  in  1896 
to  supply  the  city  with  water,  which  is  furnished  from  eight-inch  driven 
wdls,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep. 


* 
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TOWNSHIP  UlSTOItlES. 


WILMINGTON  TOWMSHIF. 

The  township  of  Wilmington  lies  in  the  east  central  portion  of  the 
county,  and  is  hounded  as  follows:  On  the  north  by  I'Vanklin  township,  on 
the  east  by  Stafford,  on  the  sontli  by  Conootd,  and  on  the  west  by  Grant  and 
Union.  S.  B.  Ward,  a  pioneer  iiiinislcr,  thus  described  the  township:  "It 
is  a  second  rate  township  in  quality  of  soil,  taking  it  together,  yet  it  has  somt 
first  rate  land  in  it,  espedally  along  'Big  Run/  a  considerable  stream  running 
across  the  north  side  of  the  township.  For  fine  oak  timber,  tfiere  is  no  town- 
ship in  the  county  that  socpasses  it."  The  timber,  except  the  second  growtil, 
is  lar<^ely  cleared  away  now,  and  the  land  has  developed  into  very  fair  ag^ricul- 
tural  ground.  The  Lake  Shore  &  Michig^an  Southern,  the  Vandalia  of  the 
Pennsylvania  system,  and  the  Wabash  railroads  all  cross  the  township,  meet- 
ing at  Butler,  in  the  northeast  corner. 

OKGANIZATEON. 

Wilmington  township  was  organized  on  Septemlx;r  5,  tR37,  at  the  first 
regular  meeting  of  the  hoard  of  commi?«?ioners.  The  board  then  consisted  of 
Peter  Fair,  Samuel  Widiiey  and  A.  V.  Bcccher,  who  "ordered  that  the  con- 
gressional town^ip  34  north,  range  14  east,  be  and  it  is  hereby,  organized  as 
a  civil  township,  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Wilmington  Township."  They 
also  directed  "that  Byron  Bunnel  be  appointed  supervisor  for  the  road  district 
No.  r,  comprising  the  whole  of  Wilmington  township,  and  all  the  lands  resid- 
ing in  the  said  township  shall  be  allotted  to  the  same  district."  In  March, 
1838,  fractional  township  34  north,  range  i'  east  (now  Stafford),  VN^as  added 
to  Wilmington  for  judicial  and  civil  purposes,  and  a  new  election  was  ordered 
the  first  Monday  in  April  following,  at  the  house  of  Ira  Allen,  with  Milton 
A.  Hull  as  inspector. 
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EAItLY  SETTLEMENT. 

Wilmington  township  was  not  settled  in  the  year  1835,  no  white  man  yet 
having  seen  fit  to  throw  tip  a  cabin  there.  The  year  1836  saw  the  building  of 

the  first  Jog  cabin  by  Byron  Biinnel ;  Mr.  Lonsbcrry's  house  was  the  next,  and 
George  Egnew's  next.  In  1837  these  cabins  were  in  the  portion  allotted  to 
Wilmington  when  the  county  wa"  orp^anized  and  township  lines  established. 
Two  of  these  rahins  were  situated  on  the  Newville  and  Auburn  road,  and 
one  was  called  at  an  early  date  the  Bunnel  place. 

The  first  resident  settler  of  the  township  was  imdoubtedly  Ira  Allen, 
who  came  m  the  very  early  months  of  1837  and  pitched  a  doth  tent  on  an 
oak  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  township.  In  that  tent  he  remained  several 
weeks,  nntil  he  c  n  icted  a  commodious  house,  composed  of  oak  logs  hewed 
square  and  notched  down  closely.  His  hardships  in  clearing  his  land  and 
buildinc:  a  home  for  himself  made  him  a  broken  man.  As  an  instance  of 
these  hardships  that  ruined  his  health,  the  following  is  quoted  verbatim  from 
"Pioneer  Sketches:" 

'*Some  time  in  October,  1837,  ^^f-  Allen  went  out  to  hunt  his  cattle,  of 
which  he  had  a  number,  and  after  finding  them  far  out  in  the  apparently 
intermtitfiUIe  woods  and  swamps  to  the  north  and  west,  he  started  home  vrith 
them.  On  the  way  one  of  his  work  oxen  mired  dow  n  After  laboring  hard 
in  the  mud  and  water  for  some  time. — the  other  cattle  in  the  meantime  crettingf 
scattered  in  the  \v*)ods  again — he  started  for  his  tent,  but  failed  in  reacliine: 
it,  and  lay  out  through  the  night,  cold  and  fiusty  as  it  was,  and  wet  and  muddy 
as  he  was.  The  next  day  John  N.  Miller,  an  early  settler  of  the  same  town- 
ship, while  making  his  way  through  the  wilderness  to  the  land  he  had  entered, 
heard  someone  hail  him  away  out  where  he  was  not  looking  for  a  human 
being,  and  on  going  where  the  voice  came  from,  he  found  Mr.  Allen  and  his 
boys  laborln^^  to  f^et  the  ox  ont  of  the  mire,  it  having  lain  there  all  night  and 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  next  dav.  The)-  had  forgotten  to  hrinf^  an  ax.  and 
had  to  cut  a  pry  by  bending  down  a  sapling  and  cnttint^  it  off  with  a  pocket 
knife,  while  the  fibers  of  the  wood  were  thus  strained.  Getting  this  pry  under 
the  beast  they  finally  raised  him  from  his  sunken  condition,  but  had  to  roll 
him  several  times  over  before  he  could  find  firm  footuig.*' 

The  large  block  house  erected  by  Mr.  Allen  w  as  long  used  as  a  meeting- 
bouse  as  well  as  a  dwelling,  and  here  in  an  early  day  was  held  many  a,  prayer 
meeting  or  Sunday  worship. 

Other  settlers  who  came  in  1837  were:  Lot  B.  Coe,  William  P.  Means, 
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Charles  Handy,  Dr.  Sawyer  and  several  more.  The  pioneers  began  to  get 
within  striking  distance  of  each  oflier,  as  it  were,  and  means  of  social  inter-' 
course  were  established,  thir^  nnking  the  nights  something  more  tiian  dark, 

g;foomy  "^pacc?  of  time,  witli  the  mingled  howls  of  the  wind  and  prowling 
wolves.  Charles  Handy  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  township,  and  settled 
at  what  was  later  called  llandy's  Comers,  Amos  Lonsherry  was  the  first 
white  child  bom  in  the  township.  At  the  close  of  1837  twenty-two  families 
were  settled  within  the  boundaries  of  Wilmington  township.  The  first  mar- 
riage was  that  of  Dan  Coats  and  Mary  Allen.  Washington  Robinson  per- 
fonned  the  ceremony  in  January,  1836. 

A  HARD  WINTER. 

From  the  pen  of  Rev.  S.  B.  Ward  the  following  is  taken: 
**The  winter  of  1842-3  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  early  settlers  of 
die  county,  aiul  especially  those  of  Wilmington  township.  In  1841  and  1842 
quite  a  number  of  settlers  of  small  means  came  in,  and  they  had  raised  but 
little  to  live  on  when  the  'hard  winter'  set  in.  The  fall  had  been  fine.  Intt 
about  the  first  nf  Xo\cinher  a  Htjht  snow  Icll,  which  mostly  went  otif  soon 
after.  On  the  17th  of  the  month  it  set  in  cold,  with  high  winds  and  some 
snow.  The  mow  continued  to  increase  from  time  to  time,  until  it  was  nearly 
two  feet  deep  on  the  level,  with  occasional  showers  and  hard  freezes,  so  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  about.  It  snowed  a  little  every  day  but  one 
through  February,  and  March  came  in  with  the  severity  almost  of  a  polar 
winter.  By  this  time  most  of  the  hay  and  grain  was  consumed,  and  hogs  and 
cattle  were  daily  dying  all  o\  cr  the  country  from  stravation.  Some  settlers 
lost  all  their  hn^s  and  most  of  iheir  cattle  before  feed  came  in  the  -.piing. 
Very  many  had  to  depend  on  the  browse  of  the  tree  tops  as  feed  for  their 
cattle  for  the  last  two  months  of  cold  weather.  For  the  last  few  days  of 
March,  however,  even  this  provison  of  nature  was  cut  off.  When  all  were 
anxiously  looking  for  the  opening  of  spring,  heart-sick  in  view  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  die  poor  dumb  animals,  the  sleeper  in  his  lone  cabin  in  the  midst  of 
the  forest  was  awakened  on  the  night  n{  the  27th  of  March  In-  the  continual 
crashing  of  the  tree  tops,  which  did  not  cease  until  day  dawned,  when  to  the 
dispirited  immigrant  was  re\  ealed  the  cause  of  all  the  commotion  of  the  night. 

**It  had  been  raining — freezing  as  it  fell — imtil  the  tree  tops  were  broken 
under  tiieir  load  of  ice.  That  day  and  for  several  days  it  seemed  that  the  cat- 
tle must  all  die ;  for  when  the  trees  were  cut  down  for  browse,  the  smalt  twigs, 
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encased  in  a  hard  coat  of  ice,  would  break  off,  with  the  ice  adhering,  and 
mingle  wth  the  snow.  B^des  lliis,  the  crust  on  the  sttow  was  so  thick  and 

hard  that  the  cattle  could  hardly  get  about.  The  wild  animals  also  suflFered 

almost  as  much,  seemingly,  as  the  domestic  nnes,  Tt  was  nothing  nmisnal  to 
see  squirrels  so  reduced  as  to  be  easily  caught  1»\  liaiid.  ( jn  election  (la\  (  first 
Monday  in  April)  snow  was  one  foot  <icci>  in  the  thick  woods,  and  it  was 
good  sleighing  on  most  of  the  roads.  That  week,  however,  sent  the  snow  in 
another  form  to  Lake  Erie  or  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  in  a  few  weeks  heritage 
began  to  appear,  and  hope  sprang  up  again  in  the  settler's  heart." 

FIRST  OFPICBKS. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  Ira  Allen's,  on  the  farm  afterwards  owned 
by  William  Crooks.  Says  a  pioneer:  "As  our  township  was  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances as  to  population,  and  most  of  them  had  the  ague,  and  it  took  two 

of  them  to  make  a  shadow  and  even  then  they  could  not  go  to  the  polls,  we 
had  to  apply  to  Stafford  township  to  help  us  fill  up  the  board,  and  both  town- 
ships held  >  lf"  tions  together  at  the  above  place  and  elected  the  several  officers. 
Among  them  were  ^^''i11inm  P.  Means,  for  cnuntv  a<:sessor,  and  Mr.  Lons- 
berry,  for  school  commissioner.  I  don't  recollect  the  iialance  of  the  officers 
that  were  elected  in  those  days;  we  had  not  mucii  use  for  squires  nor  con- 
stables, but  I  think  Ariel  Walden  was  elected  associate  judge  for  the  court 
of  this  county.  The  first  justice  of  the  peace  elected  was  a  Mr.  Pearsons." 

Early  justices  of  (he  peace  were:  Charles  D.  Handy.  Moses  L.  Pierson, 
Daniel  B.  Mead.  P.  B.  Nininions.  John  Moore,  Dr.  Madden,  Ezra  Dickinson, 
Richard  Worth.  L.  A.  Bencdirt  and  H.  C  ("olgrove.  Constables  were:  Daniel 
Coats.  H.  X  IVTathevvs.  Jesse  V\ Ood.  W  illiani  K.  Streight.  William  Mathews. 
"William  Campbell,  Kdsall  Cherry,  Xoble  Chern.-.  Peter  Kester,  A.  F.  Packer, 
Hiram  Freeman,  N.  W.  Delano.  Isaac  Eakright,  W.  D.  Armstrong,  Joseph 
Norris  and  John  Weaver.  Trustees  prior  to  i860  were:  John  Helwig,  M. 
L.  Pierson,  Collins  Roberts,  Joseph  Kodine,  Joseph  Totten,  Asa  Sawyer,  S. 
B.  Ward,  Thomas  Fosdick.  E.  W.  Fosdick.  Edgar  Treman.  William  Maxwdl, 
Nelson  Snuirr.  Andrew  Smith.  William  TT.  Thomas.  Dr  Madden,  T-ot  B. 
Cne.  N'  G  Scwall.  C.  Maxwell.  W.  K.  Streight,  P.  B.  Ximmons.  W.  D.  Arm- 
strong and  A.  Cochran. 

NOTES. 

In  1880  the  population  of  Wilmington  townshi|)  was  one  thousand  Bve 
hundred  and  twenty-nine;  in  1890.  thtve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
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eight;  in  1900,  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven;  and  in  1910, 
tliree  thousand. 

During  the  war  for  the  Union,  Wihnington  was  very  loyal,  bein^r  one 
of  the  first  to  req>ond  to  the  call  for  three  months'  men,  and  every  call  that 
was  made  by  the  government  was  met  by  her  quota.  The  draft  was  never 

resorted  to  in  this  township. 

Tn  1856  the  township  was  "boomed"  consi<leral)l\'  hy  the  construction  of 
tlie  air  line  of  the  Michigan  Southern  raihoad,  and  the  consequent  growth  of 
Butler,  at  first  called  Norristown.  A  market  was  opened  for  surplus  agricul- 
tural prcxlucts,  prices  went  up,  and  there  was  a  consequent  improvement  of 
die  lands  and  equipmoit  of  the  fanners.  The  construction  of  the  second  latl- 
road  in  1872,  and  fte  Wabash  in  1892,  gave  a  clinch  to  the  prosperi^,  and 
tiiis  prc^ressive  towndiip  has  continued  to  grow  ew  since. 

BUTLES. 

The  town  of  Biitler  was  originally  called  Morristown,  in  honor  of  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Wimington  township^  Charles  Norris.  It  is  located  in 

the  northeast  corner  of  the  township,  on  sections  i,  2,  tl  and  12.  At  this 
town  the  Wabash,  the  Vandalia  of  the  Pennsylvania  svstem  and  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  have  a  jtmction,  thus  adding  a  great  amotmt 
of  value  to  the  town  as  a  shipping  center.  Access  is  also  provided  thereby  to 
other  points  of  the  count>'  in  any  direction,  and  to  the  outside  world.  In 
1880  the  population  of  Butler  town  was  approximately  thirteen  hundred ;  in 
1890,  it  had  jumped  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one;  in  1900, 
there  were  two  thousand  sixty-three  inhabitants;  but  in  1910,  the  latest  cen- 
sus, there  were  only  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

As  early  as  the  year  18.14  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  site 
of  Butler  hnd  their  postofllce  at  a  point  two  miles  south  of  the  incorporation  at 
Oak  Hill,  the  office  being  conducted  by  Thomas  Fosdtck.  In  i?^|3  Fgnew, 
Hanes,  Cherry,  Morris,  iomlinson  and  others  erected  a  school  house  on  the 
land  of  George  Egnew,  and  this  proved  to  be  the  first  house  in  Butler.  There 
was  a  dwelling  house  built  in  1844  by  Mr.  Brainard.  In  1851  a  smaU  mer- 
diandise  stodc  was  sold  from  a  log  hut  standii^  on  the  southwest  covmr  of 
land  owned  by  Oiarles  Norris,  and  was  sold  by  "Ladd"  Thomas  and  Osburn 
Cobum.  The  first  frame  structure  was  raised  on  the  later  site  of  the  Haver- 
stock  block,  in  1855.  Tn  1870  the  wooden  buildinj)^  was  totally  destroyed  by 
flames.  The  second  frame  structure  was  constructed  by  Noble  &  Madden 
and  used  as  a  general  store.   At  this  juncture  the  postofBcc  was  moved  to  the 
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village,  which  was  given  tlie  name  of  Norristown,  after  Charles  Norris,  a  real 
estate  promoter  of  the  place.  Later  the  village  was  known  as  Jarvis,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  the  name  of  Butler  was  adopted,  and  has 
existed  since. 

Butler's  first  railroad,  the  Air  Line,  was  completed  May  26,  1856,  and  in 
October,  1873,  the  Eel  River  road,  later  the  Wabash,  arrived.  The  first 
tavern  was  kept  by  John  Shull,  and  on  July  4.  18157,  A.  A.  Kennedy  first 
opened  the  Waverly  House.  The  first  .saw  mill  wa.s  erected  by  Messrs.  Dan- 
fortfa,  Carpender  and  a  third  party  during  the  winter  of  1853-4.  and  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1884.  The  first  brick  building  was  put  up  by  Henry 
Linderfer  in  1856.  The  first  death  occurred  in  1848,  and  was  that  of  A.  Robe» 
who  lived  on  the  later  site  of  Dr.  Madden's  residence.  Henry  C.  Qierry, 
bom  December,  1841,  was  the  first  person  born  in  Butler,  and  the  first  mar- 
ringe  wa?  that  of  Amasa  Smith  to  Amelia  Morris,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Elder  Cherry. 

ZNOOSPORATIOIfS. 

The  town  was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  llie  year  i866,  with  W.  P.  Car- 
pender, J.  A.  Caiupbc-11  and  EUhu  Ocker  as  trustees,  A.  A.  Howard  as  derlt; 
and  William  Thomas  as  masdial.  Buder  at  present  is  a  city  of  the  fifth  dbss, 
with  a  population  of  two  thousand'  people.  The  town  was  incorporated  as  a 
city  in  May,  1903.  Sam  G.  Stone,  druggist,  was  the  first  mayor,  but  he  re- 
signed before  the  completion  of  his  term.  The  remainder  of  the  time  until 
the  next  flection  was  tilled  by  Jitlm  Hazlett  and  Otto  Geng^nagcl.  Wallace 
Webster  was  the  next  mayor,  and  the  present  incumbent  is  Waller  J.  Mond- 
hank.  The  other  officers  of  the  city  now  are :  F.  H.  Ritter,  city  attorney;  L. 
C.  Buehrer,  derk;  C  W.  Campbdl,  treasurer;  Frank  Creager,  Ora  Water^ 
man,  Charles  Noragon,  S.  M.  Ramey,  Eugene  Oberlin,  councilmen,  and  Will- 
iam Holtzberg,  marshal. 

PUBUC  TinUTIES. 

The  Butler  electric  light  and  water  works  is  a  municipal  establist^ 
ment,  with  three  himdred  patrons  in  the  city.  The  plant  is  worth  sixty  thou- 
sands dollars,  i  hey  have  om-  hundred  and  ten  street  liijhts,  including  twenty- 
four  ornamental  posts,  with  three  lights  eadi.  Fire  plugs  to  the  numl)er  of 
forty-two  are  placed  at  ad\'ant^reoua  points  in  die  city. 

There  are  three  miles  of  sanitary  sewerage  in  Butler,  widi  the  oudet  in 
Big  Run  creek.  Two  miles  of  brick  paving  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  of 
tiie  city. 
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THE  BUTLSR  COMPANY, 

The  Butler  Company,  manufacturers  of  wind  mills  and  baggies,  is  one 
of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the  county,  and  in  fact,,  in  the  state.  The 
eotnpany  was  established  in  i888»  and  has  grown  rapidly  until  the  present 
time^  and  now  has  prospects  of  even  greater  scope  of  industry  and  trade.  Be- 
sides a  line  of  buggies,  the  factory  turns  out  wind  mills  of  all  types,  cypress 
tanks,  galvanized  tanks.  pump=i.  \alves,  and  other  accessories.  Afx>ut  three 
hundred  men  are  supplied  employment  by  this  establishment.  Trade  is  car- 
ried on  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  quite  a  brisk  business  being  formed  in 
South  Africa.  Good  railroad  connections  are  afforded  by  the  dose  proximity 
to  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  tiie  Wabash  and  Pennsylvania 
lines. 

CONCORD  TOWNSHIP. 

In  the  southeastern  portion  of  DcKalb  county  is  the  township  of  Con- 
cord. This  town^ip  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wilmington  township,  on 
the  east  by  Newville  township,  on  the  soutii  by  Spencer  township,  and  on  the 
west  by  Jackson  town^ip.  The  St.  Joseph  river  flows  in  a  meandering  direc- 
tion  from  the  northeast  to  the  southwest,  and  Bear  credc,  entering  in  the 
northwest  comer,  flows  toward  the  center.  Tn  the  early  day  many  ^ood  mills 
were  situated  along  the.se  rivers.  A  saw  mill  was  constructed  near  the  center 
of  the  township  on  Bear  creek  many  years  ago,  and  also  one  on  the  stream 
known  as  the  "Twenty-six  Mile  creek."  In  land,  the  township  is  well  favored. 
The  river  bottom  lands  are  excellent  for  the  production  of  grain,  and  at  one 
time  extra  good  timber  covered  portions  of  the  township.  This  growth  has 
been  largely  deared  off  at  this  day.  Spencer  township  has  recently  been  made, 
on  June  7,  1909,  from  a  part  of  Concord,  so  that  the  latter  is  now  the  upper 
half  only  of  the  original  bounds  designated  as  Concord. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  first  name  given  to  the  township  wa'^  DeKalb,  in  the  fall  of  1837. 
It  included  at  that  time  the  territory  embraced  in  Stafford  and  Newville  town- 
ships, but  in  March  following  Stafford  was  detached  and  temporarily  added 
to  Wilmington,  while  the  name  Concord  was  substituted  for  DeKalb.  An 
election  was  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  following,  at  the  home  pf 
Jared  Ball,  and  Dtn^ius  Woodcox  was  appointed  inspector  of  elections. 
At  this  dection  Washingtcm  Robinson  was  chosen  justice  of  the  peace.  NeW- 
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ville  was  also  luacic  a  separate  township  shortly  afterward,  leaving  Concord, 
which  was  again  divided  in  halves,  making  Spencer  township  of  the  southern 
half. 

On  April  9,  1838,  Washington  Robinson  made  the  first  report  to  the 
county  that  was  rendered  by  any  justice,  as  follows : 

"State  of  Indiana,  DeKalb  County,  Gmcord  Township,  March  30,  1S38, 
Phuntiff. 

"This  day  personally  appeared  before  idc.  Washington  Robinson,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  an<l  for  the  township  afniesaid,  T.vman  Benton  and  Will- 
iam Rhodes ;  being  foiinrl  i^niiUy  of  an  affray  by  ihc  in  f  ormation  of  Thomas 
L.  Yates,  Judge  of  the  Ciicuii  Couri,  and  confessed  iheuiselves  guilty,  and 
the  cause  being  heard  and  inspected,  it  is  therefore  considered  that  the  said 
Lyman  Benton  and  William  Rhodes  stand  convicted  in  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
fine  for  each  one,  making  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  their  cost. 

''Given  under  my  hand  this  30th  day  of  March,  1838. 

"Washington  Robinson,  J.  P." 

FIRST  SErrLliMtN  lS. 

In  the  year  1835  nine  families  out  of  the  ten  settled  in  tiie  oounty  of 
DeKalb  were  in  the  limits  of  Concord  township.  The  St.  Joseph  of  the 
Maumee  at  an  early  day  was  a  main  channel  f  >r  all  commercial  traflic.  and 
on  the  banks  of  this  river  were  found  the  earliest  settlements  of  the  county. 
From  i^^S  to  1830  many  settle*!  along  tli<-  ii\er,  namely:  Homer  Rlake, 
David  Butler,  John  Alaihews,  Thomas  L.  Yates,  John  T.  Rhodes,  Jerry 
Rhodes,  Daniel  Rhodes,  Brandt  Rood,  Cramwell  Rood,  William  Mathews, 
Mt.  Lyde,  Jared  Ball  and  several  others.  In  the  spring  of  1834  Washington 
Robinson  entered  a  tract  of  land  across  the  river  from  the  present  site  of 
Orangeville,  built  a  small  cabin,  and  settled  in  January,  1837.  In  the  month  of 
November,  1837,  he  platted  a  portion  of  section  12,  and  named  the  tract 
Orangeville.  In  the  spring  of  1837  Platter  and  others  opened  the  first  ^tore 
in  the  county.  Otlier  early  settlers  who  came  later  and  at  this  time  were: 
Gavin  Ilamilion,  Lott  Herrick,  who  was  the  first  probate  judge  of  DeKalb 
count}' ;  George  Barney,  once  treasurer  of  the  county ;  James  Hadsdl,  Cornel- 
itts  Woodcox,  R.  J.  Dawson,  John  Blair  and  sons,  William  Burley,  Charles 
Wilbur,  Joseph  Ludwick,  Judge  Waldcn,  Samuel  \\'idney.  John  P.  Widncy, 
Rev.  Benjamin  Alton  and  Dr.  Babcock.  James  Hadscll  became  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  early  pioneers,  serving  as  minister  of  the  Disciples 
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church,  where  iae  accomplished  much  in  the  religious  development  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Nelson  Ulin»  of  the  band  of  early  settlers,  moved  here  in  1834,  and  set- 
tled on  the  present  site  of  Spencerville.  His  account  of  his  early  experiences 
tells  of  how  he  helped  drive  from  Fort  Wayne  in  the  fall  of  1834  the  first 

hogs  and  cows  ever  brought  to  Spencerville,  eight  hogs  and  one  cow  for 
David  Butler,  and  two  cows  for  Dan  Rhodes.  Dan  Yates,  then  lixing  at 
Spencerville,  was  the  hist  white  settler  there,  for  whom  Mr.  Uim  worked 
during  the  fall  of  1834  and  subsequent  winter.  During  the  same  winter  Mr, 
Yates  sent  Mr.  Ulm  to  Fort  Wayne  to  mill,  a  hazardous  proceeding  in  that 
day.  He  took  two  bushels  of  com  on  a  hand  sled,  making  the  distance  in  two 
days,  camping  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  near  where  the  Feeder  dam  later  waa 
located,  drawing  the  sled  on  the  ice,  the  river  being  the  only  highway  at  that 
time. 

In  the  fall  of  1835  lie  had  a  big  tramp  alter  Vates'  and  Ivh^dcs"  horses, 
which  were  allinvcd  to  roam  tlie  woods  in  search  of  something  to  eat.  The 
horses  failing  to  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  usual  time,  he  started  to  bring 
them  in,  striking  their  trail  on  Bear  Creek,  followed  them  up  the  river  where 
Newville  later  stood,  crossed  the  river,  left  the  trail  and  returned  to  Daniel 
Rhodes',  where  he  stayed  all  night.  Early  the  following  moming  he  struck 
the  trail  and  followed  the  same  all  day  without  any  success,  camping  that 
night  near  the  Maumee  river.  Awakcnin;,'  in  the  ni^ht  he  fmuid  that  the  horses 
in  their  wanderinj^s  came  tip  to  w  here  he  was  then  campmg.  He  «:^ot  up. 
bridled  two  of  the  horses  and  iiitched  them  to  some  saplings  and  then  retired. 
The  next  rooming  he  started  home,  leading  one  horse,  carrying  gun  and  knap- 
sadc,  and  striking  the  St.  Joseph  river  near  where  Hurch's  mills  later  stood. 
In  consequence  of  riding  bareback,  with  heavy  toad,  and  it  raining  all  the 
time,  the  horse's  hack  became  sore  and  in  time  all  the  hair  came  off. 

Starting  for  Houlton's  nn'll  on  Fish  creek  in  the  fall  of  1834,  after  a 
raft  of  lumber.  Mr.  Ulm  atrivcd  at  the  mill,  ami  with  the  assistance  of  Mr_ 
Houlton  succeeded  in  getting  back  without  accident.  Stopping  near  the  mouth 
of  Buck  creek  he  found  the  skeletons  of  two  deer,  their  horns  so  interlocked 
that  it  was  impossible  to  separate  them.  He  supposed  that  diey  had  beeo 
lighting  and  had  become  so  entangled  that  separation  was  impossible,  and  had 
so  died.  From  this  incident,  Mr.  Ulm  gave  the  creek  the  name  of  Buck  credc^ 
and  the  name  still  exists. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Concord  township:  1833, 
Samuel  Wasson  and  David  Butler;  1834,  Nelson  Ulm.  Mrs.  Polly  Rhodes. 
Jeremiah  Rhodes  and  wife;  1835,  Samuel  Draggoo,  Cynthia  Engle,  William 
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IQiiglit,  Aaeneth  RidcettSt  Henty  Robertson;  1836,  Samuel  Henderson  and 
mft  and  son  William  and  other  children,  Jane  Lawhead,  Charles  W.  Widn^, 
Mrs.  Nancy  Wyatt,  John  Widnqr,  Mrs.  Nancy  Widney,  Elvira  Ulm,  James 
H.  Abel,  Abigail  L.  Abel,  Electa  Abel,  Mar>'  Hadsell ;  1837,  Abraham  John- 
son, Charles  Widney,  G.  W.  Woodcox,  Solomon  Woodcox,  Erastus  White, 
Jacob  B.  White,  Ira  ricketts,  Hugh  Wyatt.  Jonathan  Boyle,  Henry  J.  Abel, 
Mrs.  Samuel  Wasson ;  1838,  H.  H.  Fak-s  and  wUc,  George  Barney,  Mrs.  Sophia 
Moody,  Milas  Rhodes,  E.  D.  White,  Susan  White,  J.  M.  Lounsberry,  Martha 
Lawhead,  Charles  M.  Cobiim;  1S39,  Isaac  Lawhead,  James  M.  Hamilton,  S. 
L.  Widney,  Nancy  Culbertson,  Samuel  Lawhead;  1840,  Eva  Lounsberry, 
Elizabeth  Wineland,  Hugh  Maxwell,  Mary  Maxwell,  Sarah  A.  Hull»  Maria 
C.  Williams,  Harlow  Gee,  Harmon  Gee;  1841,  O.  H.  Widney,  William  Drag- 
goo,  Amand  Meese,  Rebecca  Smith,  George  Maxwell,  Betsey  A.  Leighty, 
John  Wyatt,  S.  E.  Parsons;  1842,  Daniel  Butler.  David  Butler,  Mary  A. 
Widney,  Jane  Jenkins,  Mrs.  Erastus  White,  Kii7.alx;th  Widney,  Jacob  Dermott, 
Moses  Perry ;  1843,  Jade  Moody,  Jonas  Enanuel.  Benjamin  Hursh,  Mrs.  M. 
Wulney,  Robert  Culbertson,  J.  M.  Milliman,  Mary  Milliman;  1844,  Margaret 
Stewart,  John  Leighty  and  wife,  Sol.  Bam^,  Heniy  Jenkins,  William 
Leighty.  J.  D.  Leighty,  Levi  Sechler.  Mary  Scchler,  Lizzie  Chaney ;  1845, 
Catherine  Silberg,  Robert  Johnson.  Sej).  Hull.  Jobn  W.  Dills,  George  W. 
Draggoo,  Mary  Ann  Koch,  Adeline  Showalter,  Catherine  Jenkins. 

nitST  OFFICBBS. 

Some  of  the  first  justices  of  the  peace  were :  John  Blair,  Ebenezer  Cb- 
Inim.  George  Barney.  Jeremiah  Rhodes,  John  ljate>,  Asher  Coburn,  James 
Draggoo,  Moses  JVrry,  Lorenzo  Dawson  and  Robert  Culbertson.  Among 
the  early  constables  were;  Gardner  Mellindy,  W.  Munroe,  Uriah  Miller, 
Henry  Falcs,  Eben  Smith,  D.  Harrington,  James  Smith,  J.  Z.  Henderson, 
Samuel  Flint,  Moses  Boyles,  John  Smith,  D.  Andrews,  Michael  Knight,  W. 
R.  Drake.  Among  the  Brst  trustees  were:  Samuel  Widney,  John  Blair, 
Ebenezer  Coburn,  Asher  Coburn,  J.  P.  Widney,  William  Henderson,  Solo- 
mon Shilling,  Joshua  Nichols,  James  Hadsell,  Asa  Fletcher,  John  F.  Coburn, 
William  ^Tnnroe.  Michael  SiUiero-.  T'>hn  Helmick,  Moses  Perry,  Jonathan 
Boyles,  15usl:ro(l  Catlin,  Ronico  (  atlin,  W.  Homer,  James  Draggoo,  John 
Shutt  and  Jacob  Dills.  Jeremiah  Rhodes  and  John  A.  Chillis  were  early  as- 
sessors. 
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In  1880  Concord  township  had  a  population  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-three;  in  1890,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve;  in  1900, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one;  and  in  1910,  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-seven. 

TOWN  OF  ST.  JOB. 

Located  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Wabash  railroads,  the  little 
town  of  St.  Joe  is  enjoying  an  ever  increasing  prosperity.  There  are  three 
hundred  and  fifty  people  in  this  town,  and  proportionately,  the  town  is  equal 
to  anj  in  the  middle  west  in  beauty,  civic  pride,  and  commercial  prosperity. 
St  Joe  was  bid  out  fay  John  and  Jacob  D.  Letgfaty,  on  April  20^  1875,  being  a 
part  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  15.  township  33  north,  range  142. 
Since  then  several  ndrlitifms  have  l>cen  made  to  the  site. 

In  December  iP  iR,  St.  Joe  petitioned  for  incorporation  as  a  town,  and 
on  Tani!ary  11,  i>^gg,  the  election  was  hehl  to  determine  the  matter  of  in- 
corporation. The  result  was  incorporation,  and  since,  then,  by  reason  of  this 
wise  move,  the  town  has  sprung  into  modem  existence,  and  threatens  to  grow 
even  larger  and  better.  The  present  trustees  of  tiie  town  are:  William 
Curie,  Henry  Hathaway,  and  William  Randall;  Thomas  Rickett  is  marshal 
and  street  ccmtmissioner;  Dr.  B.  E.  Sheffer  is  clerk,  and  Marsh  Andrews  is 
ticasurcf. 

KEYSER  TOWNSHIP. 

K^aer  township,  is  bounded  on  die  north  by  Richland  township,  on  the 
cast  by  Union  and  Jackson,  on  the  south  by  Butler,  and  on  the  west  by  Allen 
and  Swan  townships.  Noble  county.  The  township  is  drained  by  several 
smal!  creeks,  tributary  to  Cedar  creek.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  the 
Vandalia,  and  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  cross  the  territory. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Keyset  owes  its  organization  to  the  c  m  tr  ctiott  of  the  Baltimore  ft 
Ohio  railroad,  which  led  up  to  the  founding  of  the  town  of  Garrett  on  the 
line  between  Rirhl-ind  and  Butler  townships.  Tn  avoid  having^  the  new  town 
in  two  townships,  the  board  of  cnmmi<;5ioncrs  formed  a  new  township  at 
their  June  term,  1876,  when  it  was  "ordered,  directed  and  decreed  by  the 
board  that  ihe  territory  bounded  by  a  line  commendng  at  the  northeast  cor> 
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ner  of  section  25,  township  34  north,  range  12  east,  and  running  from  thence 
west  on  the  north  line  of  sections  25,  26,  27,  28,  29  and  30,  to  the  west  line  of 
said  township  of  Richland;  thence  south  to  the  west  line  of  said  township  33 
north,  range  12  east,  to  the  southwest  comer  of  section  7  in  Butler  township; 

thence  east  on  the  south  line  of  sections  7,  8,  9,  10,  ii  and  12,  to  the  east  line 
of  said  township:  thence  north  along"  the  rast  line  of  saiH  town^^hip  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  shall  be  known  by  the  name  and  style  of  Keyser  township." 

THE  CITY  OF  GARRETT. 

By  J.  R.  SkiUlag. 

The  town  of  Garrett  was  laid  out  by  Beverly  L.  Randolph,  son  of  James 
L.  Randolph,  chief  engineer  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  The  original  plat  of 
Garrett  was  recorded  at  Auburn  on  April  9,  1875,  and  named  Garrett  in 
honor  of  John  W.  Garrett,  president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  The 
first  lot  was  sold  on  the  13th  day  of  April,  1875,  to  Nathan  Tarney,  which 
was  lot  No.  I  in  Block  No.  18,  although  previous  to  this  date  O.  C.  ClaHc  had 
contracted  for  lots  on  the  southwest  comer  of  King  and  Randolph  streets, 
where  Reyher's  dry  goods  store  and  Hershberger's  grocery  stores  are  sit- 
uated. O.  C.  Clark  built  the  first  house  in  Garrett  in  April,  1875,  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Reyher  dnig  store.  The  building  was  first  occupied  in 
1875  by  the  T.anca^tcr  lirothers  a^;  a  dry  goods  store.  The  first  postofRce  was 
also  in  this  linilrlins::^.  on  the  ceroiid  iltxir,  and  A.  W.  Pratt  wa=;  the  first  po«t- 
niasu-r.  He  appointed  T.  G.  Baylor  assistant  to  hand  out  the  mail,  as  he  was 
engaged  in  engineering  the  construction  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  shops. 

VOtST  STRUCTUSBS. 

O.  C.  Qark  resided  two  miles  west  of  Garrett,  on  a  farm,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  county.  H.  M.  Bicknell  canie  over  from'  Ken- 
dallvtlle  on  April  23,  1875,  and  erected  a  one-story  frame  building  which  he 
used  as  a  drug  store.  This  was  called  the  Pioneer  Drug  Store.  John  L. 
Davis,  of  Auburn,  F.  C.  Davenport,  Eli  Kuhlman,  John  Robbins,  P.  K.  David 
and  l)rother  were  other  merrhantf?  of  and  they  prospered  in  the  rapidly 

growing  community.  In  1875  T.  A.  Stnitli  opened  up  a  bakery,  known  as  the 
Star  bakery:  N.  B.  Rowe  also  opened  a  I'ew  stores,  one  a  bakery;  Mr.  Mr- 
Williams,  from  Virginia,  built  some  frame  buildings;  Samuel  Lemon  con- 
structed a  two-story  frame;  Washington  Cowen  had  his  office  in  tiie  latter 
building,  on  the  comer  now  occupied  by  Widmei's  block,  and  Dr.  L.  M.  Sher- 
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man  acted  as  his  clerk.  Shetnian  was  the  fust  physician  to  locate  in  the 
town.  Isaiah  Decker  established  the  first  lively  and  feed  stable  in  the  autumn 
of  1875  on  the  southwest  comer  of  Peters  and  K^er  streets,  one  square 
north  of  the  Catholic  churdi.  The  three-story  brick  store  on  the  west  side 

of  Randolph  street  opposite  the  Kcyser  hotel  was  built  in  1875  by  John  King, 
at  that  time  first  vice-president  of  the  Baltimore  8c  Ohio,  and  William  Kcy- 
ser,  secoHfl  \  ice  president,  also  built  a  brick  store  on  the  south  side  of  Keyser 
street,  east  of  the  hotel. 

The  DeKalb  House,  now  the  Keyser  hotel,  a  three-story  brick  structure 
with  twenty-six  bedrooms,  was  built  in  the  autunm  of  1875,  by  the  Balthnore 
Land  and  Improvement  G>mpany.  John  W.  Garvey»  a  Chicago  contractor 
who  constructed  the  Paltimorc  &  Ohio  shops,  also  constructed  this  hotel, 
which  was  at  once  fitted  up  in  the  best  of  style  and  was  opened  to  the  public 
January  i,  1876,  by  N.  &  G.  Ohmer,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  with  Christ  Connecht 
in  charg^e  and  Thomas  Taggart  as  clerk. 

On  July  4th,  1876,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  depot  was  opened  to  the 
travelmg  public  The  dining  and  lunch  room  was  opened  by  N.  &  G.  Ohmer, 
with  Thomas  Taggart  in  diarge.  Taggart,  noted  for  his  gentlemanly  and 
accommodating  deportment  to  all,  continued  dealing  out  the  doughnuts,  pies 
and  coffee  to  tiie  railroad  boys  until  1879,  when  he  bid  Garrett  farewell.  He 
was  afterward  county  ntiditor  of  Mnrion  ronnty.  Indiana,  mayor  of  Indian- 
apolis, and  Democratic  national  committeeman  for  Indiana. 

W.  T.  Frederick,  in  1875,  built  a  tw  n->ti)ry  dwelling,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  replaced  with  another  sinuiar  structure.  Charles  Linkenhelt  also 
bought  a  small  piece  of  land  and  erected  a  one-stoiy  building  thereon.  W.  S. 
Perry,  John  Faiul,  P.  Behler  were  other  early  builders.  George  Cady  built  a 
two-story  frame  birilding  where  the  postoflfice  now  is,  and  in  this  building 
the  first  newspaper  of  Harrett,  "The  Garrett  N'c7vs,**  was  printed.  Gus  Thienel 
opened  one  of  the  first  saloons  in  Garrett.  There  was  a  jolly  set  of  railroad 
boys  here  then.  They  were  ready  for  fun.  and  would  get  it  if  they  had  to  get 
it  on  credit.  So  Thienel's  conservatory  was  selected  as  headquarters  for  all 
their  "Free  and  Easys."  Thienel  bought  his  beer  at  Kendallvilie  and  the  boys 
would  go  there  and  fill  up  their  tanks  and  tiien  march  down  street  witii  pieces 
of  paper  to  represent  music,  and  sii^.  The  early  pioneers  will  remember  tfiat 
Thienel  was  frequently  compelled  to  have  a  new  front  in  his  Exhibition  Hall 
the  next  morning  after  pay  day.  Tonnesen's  furniture  store  now  occupies  the 
site  of  this  memorable  resort 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEKALB  COUNTY^  IKDIANA. 


EARLY  PIONEERS. 

We  wOl  proceed  to  mention  a  few  of  tiie  eaify  pioneers  of  our  ci^. 
Lewis  Covdl  was  the  first-  attorn^.  He  came  from  Kendallville  in  the  sum- 
mer of  187s  brought  some  dry  goods  and  clotlling  which  he  first  placed 
in  Bicknell's  pioneer  drug  store  till  he  had  a  Inn'lding  ready  on  Cowen  street. 
Mr.  M,  Zimmer  and  family,  Peter  Loth  and  family,  C.  S.  Kyer  were  among 
the  first  residents. 

GARRETT  BABIES. 

In  die  spring  of  1875  company  neglected  no  means  of  stimulat- 

ing the  growth  of  the  place  and  commenced  offering  prizes  for  babies  born  in 
the  town.  Quite  a  furore  wa«;  created  and  ahont  the  first  of  September,  1S7". 
the  iirst  claimant  appeared.  A  i)ul)lic  demonstration  was  immediately  an- 
nounced. Special  trains  were  run  to  accommodate  visitors  from  neighboring 
towns.  John  K.  Cowen,  son  of  Washington  Cowen,  who  was  chief  attorney 
for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  was  here  from  Baltimore  as  one  of  tiie  speakers. 
A  social  and  jolly  dance  at  the  Chicago  House  in  which  alt  participated  and 
enjc^ed  themselves  kept  up  the  excitement  until  after  midnight.  The  yoiuig 
claimant  was  presente<l  with  a  beautiful  silver  mncr  with  the  name  "Indiana 
Garrett  Quigley"  inscribed  thereon.  Mr.  Ouigley,  a  switchman  here  in  the 
service  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  was  the  happy  father  of  the  child. 

The  land  company  never  offered  any  mor  prizes  for  such  enterprises, 
but  the  rage  for  babies  continued  to  increase  and  even  doubled  up,  as  the 
record  of  Garrett  for  the  first  fifteen  years  will  show  more  twin  babies  in  that 
length  of  time  than  any  oflier  town  of  the  same  population  in  tfie  country. 

OTHER  PIONEERS. 

N.  Kovniske  was  the  first  merchant  tailor  in  town.  A.  H.  Philips  and 
his  brother  came  here  in  1876  and  opanoA  a  grocery  store.  M.  McNamara 

was  one  of  the  1875  pioneers.  He  owned  a  hardware  store  on  Cowen  street. 
James  Atwater  built  a  two-story  frame  buildinrr  in  1875  on  the  lot  which  is 
now  occupied  by  the  south  half  of  Wagner's  opera  house.  J.  W.  Waf^ner  ar- 
rived in  Garrett  in  1875  i^om  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  purchased  lots  in  the 
east  side  of  Cowen  street  north  of  Dr.  Thompson's  residence.  He  built  a  two- 
story  frame  here,  and  ran  a  saloon.  H.  Levi  was  one  of  the  first  butehera  in 
Garrett  H.  H.  G.  Upmcyer  came  to  Garrett  in  1875  with  a  small  stock  of 
boots  and  shoes.  Gas  Upmeyer  conducted  a  dry  goods  store  in  '76  and  '77. 
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There  were  two  lumber  yards  estaWished  here  in  1875,  one  by  W.  G.  Pierce 
from  Michigan,  and  the  other  by  J.  P.  Spencer.  Thomas  Hartford  was  <me 
of  the  first  settlers  in  Garrett,  comins;  with  his  wife  and  fifteen  children,  from 
Elkfaart 

nVOOSPOKATIOIf. 

As  soon  as  the  sale  of  lots  was  commenced,  in  April,  1875,  there  was  a 
rush  made  here  by  the  enthusiastic  people,  all  over-zealous  with  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  new  town.  The  rail  farm  fences  were  torn  down  and  scat- 
tered, and  in  some  phoes  trees  were  cut  down  to  make  way  for  the  new  frame 
buildings  which  were  hastily  and  rudely  constructed  on  wood  posts  and 
blocks  for  foundations. 

Excitement  was  so  ^reat  that  a  general  cry  «oon  went  up  calltn:^  fnr  in- 
corporation. This  move  was  so  generally  approved  that  Jackson  11.  Thomp- 
son, a  deputy  constable,  was  appointed  to  take  the  census  of  the  proposed 
town.  To  arrive  at  diis  result  required  three  days.  The  result  was  a  popula- 
tion numbering  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  Immediatdy  after  this,  a  peti- 
tion for  incorporation  was  presented  to  the  county  commissioner,  whidi  was 
granted. 

As  per  announcement  in  nottre,  at  9  o'clock  on  December  iJ^.  if^75.  a 
number  of  cittTien';  rol!cctc(l  in  the  front  room  of  the  .Vi^rcvv  bnildinc:,  and  or- 
gantJ^ed  a  hoard  rif  inspectors.  The  election  was  held  and  resulted  in  favor  of 
incorporation.  Accordingly  the  town  was  divitied  into  three  wanls,  and  the 
restdt  of  the  dection  presented  to  the  board  of  county  commissioners  and  they 
ordered  another  dection  to  be  held  on  the  8th  day  of  Januaiy,  1876,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  officers  for  the  town.  The  election  was  held  and  the  fol- 
lowing were  the  town  officers  chosen:  Hiram  M.  Hogue,  Charles  Linkenhdt, 
William  .\.  Pratt,  councilmen ;  Thomas  ^Talonc\'.  clerk;  A.  IT.  Tutt.  a«;sesf;nr; 
Joseph  Hyman.  treasurer.  The  tlrst  meetins^  of  the  town  board  was  held  in 
Dr.  C.  E.  Pratt's  office,  on  the  corner  of  Keyser  and  Cowen  streets.  At  this 
meeting  J.  R.  Skilling  was  named  as  the  first  marshal  of  the  town  of  Garrett. 

Garrett  was  managed  as  a  town  until  April,  1893,  when  it  was  incorpor- 
ated as  a  dty  by  a  vote  of  the  people.  The  last  meeting  of  the  town  board 
convened  on  the  evening  of  May  18,  1893,  and  the  first  mayor,  Charles  W. 
Can^  assumed  ofifi<^.  The  cit>'  was  redistricted,  which  made  a  change  in  the 
wards  from  the  orij^inal  districting  of  Dcretnhcr  ifs,  1875,  follow?:  The 
first  ward  was  changed  to  imply  all  the  territt-iry  witliin  the  city  lyin^^  north 
of  the  center  of  King  street;  the  second  ward  all  that  territory  witliin  the  city 
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lying:  between  the  center  of  King  and  Houston  streets;  the  third  ward  all  that 
territory  within  the  city  limits  lying  south  of  the  center  of  Houston  street. 

GARRETT  IN  I913. 

Garrett  at  present  has  a  population  close  to  five  thousand  people,  being 
the  largest  city  in  DeECalb  county.  Upon  entering  the  smoky  interior  of  this 
city  one  conceives  the  impression  that  he  is  entering  a  larger  city  than  Gar- 
rett really  is.   The  large  population  is  spread  over  a  wide  extent  o£  territory, 

and  the  bustle  and  ni<h  of  the  [wnple  give  the  composite  air  to  the  place. 
Garrett  is  iirogressive,  nuKlirn  ami  "'alive."  always  li)oking  for  something 
new.  the  acquiring  of  which  l)enetit  tiie  city  and  add  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

As  a  city  Garrett  was  incorporated  in  1893  and  Charles  W.  Camp  was 
the  first  mayor.  He  continued  in  office  until  1902,  when  E.  B.  Thumma  look 

the  responsibility.  In  1910  the  third  mayor  entered  his  tcnn  :  this  was  W.  J. 
Frederick.  M.  J.  Driscoll  served  as  mayor  pro  teni  when  Frederick  gave  up 
the  ofticc,  and  in  1910  George  Schulthess  was  chosen.  His  term  expires 
December  31,  and  the  mayor  then  to  take  office  is  J.  A.  Clevcnger. 

The  present  city  ofdccrs  are:  George  Schuhiicss,  mayor;  W.  VV.  Mountz, 
derk  and  collector;  A.  J.  Little,  treasurer;  E.  M.  McKennan,  attorney;  Phil 
Holman,  engineer;  VV.  A.  Duerk,  marshal;  A.  W.  Beehler,  fire  chief;  J,  A. 
Moore,  secretary  board  of  health;  G.  C.  Scott,  superintendent  water  and  light 
l^ant  The  council  is  composed  of  C.  C,  Lindoerfer,  M.  J.  DriscoU,  Leslie 
Stoner,  Isaac  Whiriedge  and  Will  Franks. 

CITV  WATER  .VND  UGUT  COMPANY. 

This  important  public  utilityr  is  owned  and  controlled  exclusively  by  the 
city  of  Garrett,  and  gives  fair  and  impartial  service  to  the  many  patrons  of 

the  -system.  It  was  cstabli^lu  il  in  the  year  i8«X>  «i"d  cost,  ^\hen  r  uiipkicd, 
.seventy-hve  tbou«=anr!  flollar-  I  here  arc  nine  miles  of  watci  inanis  in  the 
city,  and  the  water  is  supphtd  irom  a  system  of  oight-uich  wclU  wliich  were 
driven  down  into  a  strata  of  gravel  at  a  depth  of  from  two  hundred  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet.  .  The  water  passes  the  strictest  chemical  examination. 
There  are  forty  street  lights  in  Garrett,  and  fifty  ornamental  posts  with  cluster 
lights.  The  boulevard  lighting  system  was  installed  in  the  latter  part  of, 
1912,  and  adds  a  distinct  beauty  to  the  streets.  There  are  forty-four  five-light 
posts  and  six  three-light  posts.    Eight  of  the  posts  are  placed  within  each 
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Randotph  street  block,  four  on  each  side.  The  territory  extends  from  tkut. 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  to  Houston  street  on  Randolph,  and  from  Franklin  to 
Cowen  on  King  street  The  three  lamp  posts  are  in  the  first  square  north  of 
the  railroad.  The  iron  post  is  of  the  Cutter  Commonwealth  type.  The  com- 
pany maintains  fifty-hve  fire  hydrants,  located  at  advantageous  points  in  the 
chy. 

MUNICIPAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  Garrett  there  are  three  full  miles  of  street  paving.  One  mile  of  this  is 

in  brick,  and  the  femaining  two  are  constructed  of  asphalt  There  are  five 
miles  of  excellent  sewerage  laid  under  the  main  streets.  The  outlet  of  the  city 
is  into  Cedar  creek,  which  is  the  most  accessible  stream  to  Garrett,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  four  miles,  with  a  thirty  foot  fall.  The  gas  for  the  city  is  ?;u()i)liecl  by 
the  Indiana  Light  and  Fuel  Company  of  Fort  Wayne.  This  corporation  also 
supplies  Auburn  and  Kendallville. 

aTY  HALL. 

In  ( )ctober,  1912,  Mayor  Schulthes'^  and  the  city  council  purchased  two 
vacant  lots  at  the  corner  of  Randolph  and  Key^er  streets,  with  a  Irlty  foot 
frontage  and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  upon  which  it  was 
prc^osed  to  erect  a  building  costing  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  that  would 
house  the  city  derk's  office,  an  office  for  the  mayor,  council  chamber,  fire  de- ' 
partment,  jail,  city  scales  and  pul)lic  lavatory.  The  lots  were  bought  at  public 
auction  for  forty-five  hundred  dollars. 

In  November,  1913,  the  handsome  building  nears  completion.  It  is  of 
Tudor  style  architecture  and  is  very  attractive.  The  structure  is  of  brick.  A 
private  telephone  system  connects  every  office  within  the  buikling.  and  the 
heat  is  supplied  by  the  City  Water  and  Light  Company,  who  force  the  steam 
tiwough  pipes  underground  into  the  building.  This  is  the  first  heating  sys- 
tem of  tins  type  in  the  county.  The  total  cost  when  completed  will  approach 
thirty-one  thousand  dolhrs. 

UBRARY. 

The  present  library  in  the  city  of  Garrett  is  of  little  consequence,  con- 
taining less  than  a  thousand  books.  However,  a  magnificent  building  is  pro- 
posed, and  will,  in  all  probability  be  a  realization  witiiin  a  few  months..  The 
plans  have  been  drawn,  and  the  work  of  organisation  is  bein^  hurried.  An- 
drew Oimegie  has  expressed  his  wiUingness  to  subscribe  ten  thousand  dollars 
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toward  the  construction  of  the  new  library,  if  the  citizens  comply  with  their 
part  of  the  contract 

8AC1IED  HEART  HOSPITAL. 

I'or  quite  a  time  the  erecti'in  of  a  hospital  in  (iarrelt  was  considered  l)y 
the  people  of  Garrett,  particularly  the  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  There 
was  talk  at  one  time  of  the  removal  of  the  railroad  shops  to  Defiance,  and 
consequently  the  building^  of  an  expensive  hospital  was  delayed  until  definite 
knowledge  was  forthcoming.  This  procured,  and  to  the  effect  that  Garrett 
would  retain  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  -^hup-;,  plans  were  put  on  foot  for  the 
hospital.  The  Catholic  church  bought  the  ground  in  1901  and  the  hospital 
was  constructed  in  r()02,  at  a  cn-;t  '>f  sixty-two  thousand  dollars.  The  in'^ti- 
tution  is  conducted  under  the  management  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters.  The 
equipment  and  lurnishiiigi  of  this  hospital  are  modern  and  sanitary ;  the 
highest  principles  of  hygiene  have  been  observed  in  every  detail  of  the  work, 
and  the  record  of  the  work  done  is  truly  one  to  be  proud  of.  The  ho^ital  is 
managed  by  the  Catholic  church. 

BUTLER  TOWNSHIP. 

Butter  township  lies  in  the  extreme  southwestern  oonier  of  DeKalb 
county.  It  was  six  miles  square  at  the  banning,  and  was  organized  as  a 
dvil  township  on  the  5th  of  Septemlier,  1837.  In  1876,  however,  twelve  sec- 
tions were  taken  from  the  northcni  side  for  the  new  township  of  Keyser,  and 
the  township  was  reduced  to  the  dimensions  of  four  miles  by  six.  It  is 
boimded  <>n  the  nrn  th  h\  Keyser  to\vn--hi|i.  1  in  tiic  east  by  Jark<;on,  on  the  south 
by  Perry  township,  Allen  county,  and  on  the  west  by  Swan  township,  Xuble 
county.  Cedar  credc,  running  across  the  northeast  comer  down  through  the 
center,  and  Black  credc,  running  through  the  western  part,  supply  water  to  the 
locality.  The  soil  is  very  rich  for  agricultural  purposes,  although  certain 
small  k»calities  are  bdow  the  standard. 

ORGANiZATION. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  ttie  county  board  of  commissioners  was  hdd 
on  September  4,  5  and  6,  1837.  and  was  attended  by  a  full  board.  The  sec- 
ond day  of  the  session  it  was  "ordered  that  the  congressional  township  33 
north,  ranf^e  12  east,  be  and  it  is  hereby  organirei!  as  a  civil  township,  to  be 
known  by  the  name  of  Butler  township."  It  was  also  resolved  "that  Andrew 
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Surface  be  appointed  supervisor  for  the  rood  district  No.  i,  comprising  the 
whole  of  Butler  township,  and  al!  the  lands  in  said  township  shall  be  assigned 
to  the  same  district."  The  first  eleciioa  was  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1838,  at  the  home  of  Robert  Work. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

Among  the  early  pioneers  of  Butler  township  were  Peter  Fair  and  his 
two  sons,  Abram  and  Charles;  Charles  F.  C.  Crouse,  George  DeLong,  and 
Andrew,  Jacof)  and  John  Snrfacc.  Thc^c  settlers  first  came  irtr)  the  township  in 
October.  1H34,  with  a  i(nir-horsc  team  and  wng'on.  From  Squire  Caswell's 
they  were  obliged  to  hew  their  path;  Caswell's  place  was  in  Alien  county,  be- 
jrond  Huntertown.  Much  of  the  way  was  too  narrow  to  allow  their  four- 
horse  team  to  pass.  In  the  same  year  Lewis  Hdbrook,  Lyman  Holbrook, 
Joseph  Stroup,  Henry  and  Michad  Miller  emigrated  into  the  township;  and 
in  the  spring  of  1836  came  William  Surrai(.-.  John  Gregg  aiul  Janus  P.cll. 
Sanford  Bassett  came  in  1838,  and  John  Noel,  John  C.  Clark,  John  Embry 
anti  Henr)'  Fair  in  '39.  In  18.^  t  George  Enslcv,  of  AuTntrn.  moved  into  the 
township  The  Moodvf!,  Works  and  Hoifmans  were  also  identihed  with  the 
early  growth  of  the  township.. 

FtKST  OFFICERS. 

The  first  justice  of  the  y^eace  was  William  Day,  and  he  was  elected  in 
April,  1838;  George  Eii?lcy  was  ihe  second  man  to  hold  this  office,  which  was 
a  very  impoiiani  one  in  those  days.  Prior  to  i860  otlicr  justices  were:  Silas 
Hand,  George  Munroe,  William  McAnnally,  Job  C  Sknith,  G.  R.  Hoffman, 
O.  C.  Clark  and  E.  S.  Hanson.  Early  constables  were  Stephen  Qark,  Abram 
Brown»  William  Young,  Peter  Simons,  Uriah  Wigent  David  Trussdl,  James 
Forbes.  Jehu  Bricker,  James  McAnnally,  R,  B.  Showers,  John  Noel  and  Mar- 
tin Biglcr.  The  trustees  for  the  first  years  were:  Jacob  Shull,  C.  Probst, 
Henry  ("lark,  I.  N.  Young,  P.  Simons,  John  Grube,  J.  Y.  Kcran,  Gorge 
Munroe.  (ieorge  Ensley,  Uriah  Wigent,  S.  Hutchins,  J.  Clark,  G.  R,  Hoffman,, 
Daniel  i  loft  man,  George  Gordon  and  James  Goetchius. 

In  19 1 3  Butler  township  is  accounted  a  progressive  and  ridi  township 
and  is  well  up  in  the  scale  with  the  other  fourteen  townships  of  DeKalb 
county.   Discussion  of  the  agricultural,  religious,  education  and  other  phases 
of  hr  history  is  written  in  the  respective  chapters  on  those  subjects. 
(II) 
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FAlRFIliUJ  TOWNSHIP. 

Fairfield  township,  owing  to  its  location  in  the  extreme  northwestern 
comor  of  the  county,  was  the  last  of  the  first  townships  to  become  settled. 

Fairfield  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Salem  township,  Sttuhcn  county;  on  the 
cast  by  Sniithlicld  township;  on  the  south  by  Richland,  and  on  the  west  by 
Wayne  (o\\  nslitp.  \ohle  cniiut\ ,  Indian  Lake,  on  section  29.  and  Story  lake, 
on  section  4,  beside?  several  small  creeks,  siipplx  (he  water  for  the  land,  and 
act  as  drainage.  '1  he  nearest  communication  with  a  railroad  of  this  county  is 
with  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  along  the  southern  border  in  Rich- 
land township.  The  surface  of  the  township  is  somewhat  broken,  there  being 
• '  a  great  many  hills  dotted  over  the  surface.  The  beauty  of  the  country  was 
unnoticed  by  the  early  settlers,  as  the  locality  was  the  last  in  the  line  of  emi* 
gration.  .Miio.  much  of  the  land  was  purchased  !•}  speculators  in  an  early 
day.  and  ihi^  fact  served  to  retard  the  natural  growth.  A  man  l)y  the  name 
of  Dednck  emeixd  eleven  hundred  acres;  a  Pennsylvania  l»ank  held  a  tract; 
and  other  agencies  held  ground,  all  of  which  were  sold  through  the  aid  of 
Wesley  Park. 

ORGANIZATION. 

On  the  date  of  Mrircli  7,  itS44,  the  board  of  conTinissioners  of  the  county 
received  a  petition  reading:  "We,  the  underi-ii^ned,  inliahilaiUs.  of  the  unor- 
ganized township  of  UeKalb  county,  in  conseqiu  iu  e  <>i  the  distance  we  have 
to  go  to  elections  and  the  inconvenience  of  havmg  to  go  into  another  town- 
ship to  do  township  business,  do  most  humbly  pray  your  Honorable  Body  that 
you  would  organize  said  township  at  your  March  session,  and  order  an  deC' 
tion  for  a  justice  of  peace,  and  other  officers  for  the  said  township;  and  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray."  This  was  dated  February-  27,  1844,  and  signed 
by  Rufus  R.  Lotnisberry.  fienrfje  W.  Story,  A.  Ball,  Oran  B.  Story.  Miles 
Allen.  C.  Allen.  Geor^^e  Powell,  Benjamin  Hunt  and  Natlian  VV.  Powell,  who 
were  all  voters  m  tlie  township. 

This  petition  received  a  favorable  reception,  and  the  board  of  commis* 
sbners  ordered  that  township  35  norA,  range  12  east,  be  organized  for  civil 
purposes  as  a  separate  township,  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Fairfidd ;  and 
the  first  election  was  ordered  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1844,  at  the 
house  of  Rufus  R.  LounsHcrry.  to  choose  one  in>tice  of  the  peace.  An  elec- 
tion was  held  on  the  last  Saturday  in  August  for  three  trustees. 
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BAftLY  SBTrLBHBNT. 

The  Story  family,  five  in  numbers,  were  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Fair- 
field township,  and  they  settled  along  the  northern  border.  There  were  Aa- 
g;ustusi  Frederick,  Willard,  George  and  Samuel  Stoty. 

Willard  Childs,  one  of  the  promment  early  settlers,  started  on  foot  from 

his  home  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  and  walked  through  to  Fort 
Wayne,  thence  to  Kcndallville,  where  there  were  but  two  cabins,  and  taking 
a  guide  came  into  DeKalb  county,  March  4,  1837,  the  day  Martin  Van  Burcn 
wa?  inatigiirakd  President  of  the  l^iitcd  States.  He  selected  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  on  section  27,  paid  for  it,  and  then  set  to  work  at  Fort 
Wayne  to  earn  enough  to  take  him  home.  When  the  land  was  entered  the 
Storys  were  the  sole  occupants  of  the  territoiy  of  Fairfield  township.  Mr. 
Qiilds  returned  in  October,  1844,  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  review  his  purchase,  to 
decide  on  making  the  place  his  home.  Settlers  had  moved  in,  and  in  the 
southeast  was  David  McNabb  and  family.  Farther  ca«;t  was  Wilbur  Powell, 
and  on  the  north  adjoining  wn^-  the  caljiii  ami  clearing  of  tieorge  Powell, 
the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  afterward.  In  1846  Childs  moved 
in,  and  made  his  home  temporarily  with  Benjamin  Chaffee,  who  sold  his 
place  to  Childs  and  made  another  settlement  in  the  north  part  of  the  town- 
ship. He  afterward  became  postmaster  at  Cbnmna.  Rufus  R.  Lounsberry, 
of  Wilmington,  William  and  Isaac  Wilsey,  D.  Rager,  Hiram  Thomas,  Phillip 
Gushwa,  John  Shook,  Henry  and  Leonard  Hartman,  and  Miles  Allen  were 
also  early  settlers  in  l-airtk-ld  town-ship. 

After  this  came  a  lull  in  the  settlement,  wliich  extended  until  1850,  at 
which  time  a  new  influx  of  settlers  came,  and  building  and  clearing  started 
with  a  rush.  Log  rolling  and  raising  took  up  much  of  the  time. 

FIRST  OFFICERS. 

Prior  to  i860  the  justices  of  peace  in  Fairfield  were:  D,  Rag'er,  R. 
Worrell,  Jesse  Brumback,  Job  C.  Smith,  S.  Grcenamycr,  George  Powell  and 
William  Harper.  The  constables  for  the  same  period  were :  Samuel  Story, 
J.  Hatch,  George  Rowe,  D.  D.  Powless,  J.  Gushwa,  D.  C.  Shtpe,  W.  Short, 
John  Gonser  and  Daniel  Gonsen  Trustees  in  this  early  time  were :  R.  Wor- 
rell, D.  Rager,  W.  Childs,  S.  Miser.  J.  C.  Smith.  G.  W.  Smith.  D.  Gonser.  D. 
N.  Nidirk.  R,  Hunt,  John  Long.  E.'wripht.  ]  Short,  W.  H.  WUsey,  Moses 
Gonser,  D.  Kimbell,  B.  A.  Chaffee,  H.  Thomas.        '       '    : .       • ,  ;  t 
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NOTES. 

Perliaps  the  first  marriage  pcrforiiieti  within  the  limits  of  Fairfield  town- 
ship was  that  of  David  Gonser  and  Miss  Gushwa. 

The  census  of  1880  gave  Fairfield  township  a  population  of  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  peofde;  in  iSgo,  there  were  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty-one  people;  in  1900,  the  same;  and  in  1910,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ninety- four. 

i- RAN  KLIN  lOWNSHIF. 

Franklin  township  is  located  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  DeKalb 

county,  in  the  northern  tier.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Otsego  town- 
ship, Steuben  county;  on  the  east  by  Troy  township;  on  the  south  by  Wil- 
mington township,  and  on  the  \ve<?t  by  Smithfield  township.  It  is  watered 
and  drained  by  the  tributaries,  headwaters,  of  Cedar  creek  and  Fish  creek, 
and  along  the  northern  border  are  two  small  lakes.  There  are  no  railroads  in 
Franklin  township,  consequently  no  town  of  great  size.  Butler,  on  the  Midu- 
gan  Soudiem,  just  below  the  southern  border,  is  the  nearest  trading  point 
The  highways  of  this  township,  however,  are  excellent,  and  provide  swift 
intercourse  with  distributing  centers.  The  land  is  good  and  well  suited  for 
agriculture. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  first  act  of  the  first  board  of  commissioners  of  DeKalb  county,  on 
July  25.  1837,  was»  after  appointing  necessary  officers,  to  provide  for  the  or- 
ganizatbn  of  Franklin  township,  with  the  following  boundaries:  '^Com- 
mencing at  the  northea«t  comer  of  said  county  (DeKalb),  thence  west  to  the 
corners  of  rnnq:c-.  13  and  14  cast,  townships  35  and  36  north,  thence  snttth 
six  miles  to  township  34  north,  ranges  13  and  14  east,  thence  east  ou  the  i  nvn 
line  to  tlic  east  line  of  the  said  county,  thence  north  to  tlic  place  of  beginiung; 
the  above  shall  constitute  the  first  township  in  DeKalb  county." 

The  board,  Peter  Fair  and  Samuel  Widney,  then  appointed  "Peter  Boyer 
for  Inspector  of  Elections  for  township  No.  i  in  said  county  of  DeKalb,  and 
do  order  a  writ  of  election  for  r.nc  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  township  on 
the  first  Monday  of  Ancrt!st  next  ( if^37"),  and  do  also  appoint  isaac  T. 
Aldrich  for  Con'^lahlc  of  said  township,  to  scrxc  until  liis  sncccssor  i<?  chosen 
and  qualified,  and  do  also  appoint  John  Houlton  for  Supervisor  of  said  town- 
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fiup  No.  I,  and  district  No.  i,  in  said  county  of  DeKalb."  The  limits  thus 
provided  made  Franklin  to  indude  what  is  now  Troy  township,  in  addition 
to  its  present  territory;  but  some  years  afterward  Troy  was  organized,  leaving 

Franklin  .six  miles  square. 

At  the  first  election  in  August,  1837,  Abram  F.  Bcecher  was  chosen  com- 
missioner, and  Luther  Buck  as  justice  of  the  peace.  At  the  next  election,  held 
at  the  house  of  Ceorsjc  Firestone,  <in  the  first  Moii<Ia\-  ni  A])ril,  i^^.^-'^-  Jnd.ere 
Linsey  was  made  justice  of  the  peace.  Irregularity  in  making  the  returns  pre- 
vented the  receipt  of  a)tntms^ioi»»  and  it  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1839 
that  first  legal  election  was  held,  at  the  house  of  M.  L.  WheeleTj  he  being 
chosen  justice  of  the  peace,  and  George  Firestone,  constable. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

In  point  of  settlement,  the  same  as  organization.  Franklin  township  was 
the  first.  John  Houlton,  the  first  man  in  DeKalb  county  to  build  a  home, 
constructed  his  rude  log  house  on  the  bank  of  Fish  creek,  in  the  northeastern 

part  of  the  township,  in  the  year  1833.  qvAti  a  time  he  was  the  lone  resi- 
dent in  the  forest.  l)Ut  after  a  period  of  two  years  he  was  joined  by  John 
Smith,  who  settled  on  section  4. 

Tn  1836  many  pioneers  came  in,  among  them  being:  Abner  Smith  of 
section  9,  Abram  Beecher  on  4.  Luther  Keep  on  8,  Charles  Grain,  Willis  O. 
Hyde,  Peter  Boyer,  Jacob  Myers,  Michael  Boyer  and  Mr.  Dcming  and  Cor- 
wrig^t.  George  Firestone  moved  in  in  October,  1836,  hauling  his  goods  by 
ox-team,  and  settled  on  section  23,  a  part  of  which  he  cleared.  While  build> 
ing  his  cabin  he  lived  at  the  cabin  of  Michael  Boyer. 

Supplies  of  wheat  and  com  were  obtained  by  the  pioneer*  from  Jaekson 
prairie.  The  wikl  meats  of  the  forest  \\ere  u>e(l  extensively  by  the  pioneer, 
his  tnisty  riHe  iieing  the  earner  ot  much  of  his  provender.  The  Pottawatomies 
were  also  ever  anxious  to  trade  meats  for  such  trifles  as  the  settlers  could 
procure  for  them.  The  heavy  timber  of  the  land  was  speedily  cleared  away 
and  the  planting  of  com,  potatoes  and  buckwheat  begun.  Iii  the  spring  of 
1837  grists  were  taken  to  the  L'nion  mills  in  Lagrange,  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles,  several  days  were  required  to  make  the  journey,  and  it  was  fraught 
with  many  hard'^hips.  The  first  roads  laid  out  in  Franklin  township  were 
the  Defiance  and  T-ima  -^tatc  road  and  the  Fort  Wayne  and  Lima  state  road, 
forming  a  junction  a  liall  mile  cast  of  Hamilton. 

Of  those  who  came  to  the  township  in  1837  were:  Daniel  Kepler.  Sam- 
ud  Kepler,  Ariat  Rood,  Cranel  Rood,  Grant  Bowers.  M.  L.  Wheeler,  John 
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Matson.  Elisha  Waterman  and  John  Farl^,  Later  came  Jason  Hunnetl* 
Daniel  McF.ntarfer,  William  Let/,  Levi  \cI?on.  John  and  Edward  Jackman, 
Preston  Bowman,  Cyrus  Bowman  and  James  Bowman. 

John  Houlton  wrote  the  follow  ing  concerning  his  entrance  into  Franklin 
township : 

"When  I  6r$t  moved  into  Franklin  my  nearest  neighbor  was  at  Den- 
mark, ten  miles  off.  My  next  neighbor  on  the  west  was  on  Jadcson  Prairie, 
twenty-two  miles  away.  I  had  to  biiy  my  grain  on  the  prairies,  and  take  it 
to  White  Pigeon  prairies  to  get  it  ground;  and  with  the  many  mire  holes  1  !  ! 
to  struggle  through,  and  with  the  vn«t  nntnher  of  times  I  had  to  unload  and 
pry  u])  the  wa£^«>n.  and  take  a  hag  at  a  t  ine  on  tny  shoulder  through  creeks 
and  sloughs  otten  breast  deep  in  water,  and  ircqucntly  ice  to  break  at  that,  it 
generally  took  nie  from  two  to  four  days  to  make  the  trip.  Often  while 
away  from  home,  I  had  fears  lest  scmie  blackleg  might  murder  my  wife  and 
child,  and  little  sister-in-law,  ten  years  old,  and  rob  the  house.  But  they 
were  never  disttirbed. 

"I  came  in  with  the  very  best  of  constitution,  but  I  am  now  very  much 
broken,  an<l  nfpirted  with  rheumatism,  so  that  1  have  to  get  help  to  put  on  my 
clothes.  Ut  the  lour  of  us  roljlx^d  by  the  Indians,  1  suppose  I  am  the  only 
one  alive.  Avery  died  in  Fort  Wayne;  Samuel  HouUdu  died  at  the  mill  on 
I'ish  creek  in  May.  1839;  Hughes  left  Wayne  in  1839  for  the  West. 

FIKST  OFFICERS. 

Early  justices  of  the  |K-ace  were:  M.  Wheeler,  L.  Hnrk.  1.  Kmk,  j'i'nn 
McCurdy,  deorge  JJcard.  George  Lire.stone.  T.  M.  Mitchell.  1-arly  constables 
were:  G.  W.  Jefifords,  Miles  Waterman,  Q  nis  Jackman,  David  Clark,  John 
Shock,  Abner  Slentz,  John  R.  Ball,  George  Firestone,  William  Oberlin ;  and 
the  trustees  prior  to  i860  were:  G.  Beard,  B.  Smith,  Jabea  Hubbell,  Miles 
Waterman,  G.  Shult2,  H.  .^lent/..  A.  Baxter.  J  T.  Aldrich,  J.  Jackman,  H. 
Smith,  Joseph  Boyer.    A.  Baxter  and  E.  H.  Taylor  were  early  assessors. 

In  1890,  there  were  1,246  people  in  the  township;  in  1900,  1,171 ;  and  in 
1910,  1,065. 

JACKSON  TOWNSHIP. 

Jackson  township  is  in  the  southern  tier  of  townships  of  DeKalb  cotmty. 
centrally  located;  bounded  on  the  north  by  Union  township,  on  the  east  by 
Concord  and  Spencer  townships,  on  the  south  by  Cedar  Creek  towTiship,  Alien 
county,  and  on  the  west  by  Butler  and  Keyser  townships.   Cedar  creek 
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crosses  the  noithwestent  portion  of  the  township,  two  branches  of  Bear  creek 
enter,  or  leave,  the  southeastern  corner,  and  Duncan  lake  an<l  tributaries  is 
located  in  the  southwestern  corner.  Tlic  land  is  now  fairly  well  suited  for 
nsjriculture,  although  at  one  time  it  was  inferior  to  thr  oilier  t(*\vnsliips,  iliere 
f)eing  too  much  swamp  land,  and  a  considerable  amount  ot  heavy,  clayey  soil, 
the  latter  being  still  present  in  large  quantities.  The  land  has  been  ditched 
and  tiled,  and  has  been  developed  greatly  considering  the  early  character. 
Three  railroads — the  Vandalia,  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  and  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  meet  in  the  northwestern  comer,  at  Auburn  Junction ;  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  traverses  the  entire  northern  quarter  of  the  township. 

ORCANiZATION. 

On  January  x,  1838,  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  county  "ordered 

that  township  33  north,  range  13  east,  be  organized  as  a  t  i\  il  township  to  be 
known  by  the  name  of  Jackson  township,  and  that  John  Watson  be  appointed 
inspector  of  elections  for  said  t*j\vii<hip."  The  first  election  was  afterward 
appointed  for  the  first  Monday  in  April.  1838,  at  the  house  of  John  Watson. 

BAIILY  SBTTLSMBNT. 

The  first  settler  in  the  township  was  William  Miller,  who  moved  in 
durinj^  the  •^i)rin^'  of  iH^'i.  He  and  his  son,  Joseph  Miller,  rut  the  first  wagon 
track  from  tlie  river  settlements  through  to  Cedar  creek,  below  Auijurn.  The 
road  crossed  Jackson  township  from  its  east  line,  very  nearly  to  the  west  one. 
Joseph  Miller  was  afterward  the  first  county  sur%'eyor.  Another  son,, 
Thomas,  was  killed  by  the  overturning  of  a  wagon  load  of  cross  ties  for  the 
Eel  river  railroad.  Another  settler  who  became  noted  in  the  county  was 
Thomas  L.  Yates,  the  eccentric  judge,  whom  Wesley  Park  once  threatened 
to  put  "up  the  ladder."'  He  sold  his  land  on  the  river,  and  settled  three  miles 
down  tlie  creek  from  Auburn,  on  the  land  which  afterward  belonged  to  Alonzo 
Lockwood.  Others  in  that  part  of  the  township  were :  Leonard  Boice, 
Adam  P.  Hartle,  the  Phillips  family,  and  Benjamin  Miller.  In  the  soutiieart 
there  were  to  be  found;  James  Steward;  Samuel  Henderson,  who  came  m 
fall  of  1836;  John  and  David  Moody,  John  and  William  Watson,  Srs.,  and 
their  families;  Nathan  Wyatt  and  his  sons,  then  forming  three  fanu'lies :  Jacob 
Maurer,  once  justice  of  the  peace,  and  ^^'illis  Bishop.  Xoi  ihvvard  of  these 
on  the  east  side  of  the  township  were :  W^illiani  Means,  the  first  justice  of  the 
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peace  in  Jackson  townsliip;  Samuel  Farney,  Henry  Dove,  Abraham  Johnson, 
Amariah  Johnson,  William  R.  Moore,  William  McClure,  William  Squiers, 
Henry  Brown,  Matthew  George,  William  George,  Samuel  Geisinger  and  Nd- 

son  Griffith.  In  the  center  of  the  township  the  first  settlers  were:  Joseph 
Walters,  Mr.  Essig  and  William  McNabb. 


The  untimely  death  of  two  young  men — brothers — ^the  sons  of  Esquire 
Means,  was  a  distressing  incident  in  Ux.  Latly  settlement  of  the  township. 
They  were  at  work  together  in  the  clearing,  and  one  of  them  came  to  the  well 
at  the  house  for  a  drink,  and  accidentally  losing  the  bucket  in  the  well,  he 
went  down  to  get  it.  There  were  (lamps  in  the  well,  and  he  fell  senseless  into 
the  water.  The  women  raised  tiie  alarm,  and  the  other  young  man  liastened 
to  the  well,  and  perhaps  not  understanding  the  matter,  went  down  also,  to 
rescue  his  brother,  and  fell  senseless  with  him.  Before  either  could  be  drawn 
out,  life  was  entirely  extinct. 


In  the  summer  or  fall  of  1841,  a  dark  cloud  arose,  seeming  to  threaten 
a  heavy  shower,  but  soon  the  rapid  motion  and  wild  confusion  of  the  lowering 
clouds  proclaimed  the  approach  of  a  wind  storm.   It  struck  the  forest  and 

leveled  the  tinil)er.  William  and  Mathew  George,  Henry  Brown,  Nelson 
Griftith.  and  some  other  men  were  workiiig  on  the  road  west  of  where  Karpcr 
lived  Karpcr's  cabin  had  been  raised,  but  he  hati  not  }tt  moved  in.  Tlie 
men,  startled  ijy  the  rumblinfi;  of  the  nearing  sioini,  and  seeing  the  air 
darkened  with  tree  limbs  and  other  debris,  ran  with  all  their  speed  to  the 
home  of  Henry  Brown,  about  eighty  rods  distant,  where  Brown's  diildren  and 
a  daughter  of  William  Munroe  were,  and  rushing  in,  seized  the  children,  and 
carried  them  into  the  open  field.  Immediately  the  mi  was  upon  them. 
They  grasped  the  wiry  grass  and  held  on  to  stimips  to  keep  from  being  blown 
away.  In  the  htirr\  n\  tlie  moment,  one  chiltl  nnrl  the  yonntj  wAnian  had 
been  left  in  the  house,  but  lui  tiniately,  by  some  Jtuan^,  ftll  thruui^h  the  door. 
The  wind  lifted  the  door  from  its  hinges  and  threw  it  over  them,  and  then  tJie 
logs  of  the  house  came  tumbling  in  upon  them,  until  the  house  was  leveled, 
and  even  the  foundation  logs  turned  over,  yet  the  occupants  were  uninjured. 
Tlie  weight  poles  were  blown  a  distance  of  forty  rods.  One  of  the  knees 
from  the  roof  of  this  cabin  struck  Leander  Brown  in  the  head,  making  a  fear- 
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fill  ga«h.  This  wound  affected  the  boy's  eyesight  hi  later  life.  The  storm 
swept  on  over  the  township,  rushing  and  swirling,  and  ripping  everything  to 
pieces  which  lay  in  its  path.  Ftndts  were  scattered,  dweUtnss  demolished  in 
the  clearing,  and  striking  the  forest,  die  giant  trees  wilted  before  the  impact 
Upon  readiing  die  tract  of  land  owned  by  Wilham  Draggoo,  the  ominous 
clouds  lifted,  and  the  work  of  destruction  ceased.  Articles  of  bed  clothing 
from  Brown's  hoime  were  fnnnrl  at  this  point  The  width  of  the  path,  was 
half  a  mile  and  the  lenyth  three  miles. 

Mrs.  William  George,  after  the  fury  of  the  storm,  started  to  the  home 
of  Mr.  Brown,  but  was  so  bewildered  by  the  confusion  of  fallen  timber,  that 
she  lost  her  ¥ray,  and  after  exerting  herself  to  the  utmost,  finally  arrived  at 
the  home  of  George  Moore,  where  she  swocxied  from  her  excitement. 

FIRST  OFFICERS. 

Prior  to  i860,  the  justices  of  the  peace  were :  William  Means,  John  C. 
Hurah,  A.  D.  Goetschius,  Henry  Brown  and  Jacob  Mowrer.  The  constables 
xnre:  William  R.  Moore,  William  McNabi^  Boijamm  Bailey,  Frank  Bail^, 

David  Mathews,  S.  Geisinger,  Thomas  Wyatt,  Willis  Bishop,  William  Beatty, 
A.  H.  Flutter.  Jolm  Carper,  Burton  Brown  and  John  McGclIand.  Trustees 
were:  Oliver  Shroedcr,  Aaron  Osbom,  A.  D,  Goetschius.  James  Mnore, 
Israel  Shearer,  Christian  Sheets.  Samuel  Tarney,  Jo.scph  Walter-:  Isaac 
Fiaiidt,  I'tter  Sliaier,  James  Woolsey,  David  Henderson,  Elias  Zinnucrman, 
Abraham  Johnson  and  James  McClelland.  The  assessors  were  John  G. 
Dancer,  Joseph  Walters  and  Alexander  Provtnes. 

POPULATION. 

In  1880  the  population  of  Jackson  township  was  1,430;  in  1890,  1,412; 
in  1900,  1.351;  in  1910,  1,204. 

NBWVILLB  TOWNSHIP. 

The  southeastern  comer  of  DeKalb  county  is  occupied  by  Newville 
township,  a  fractional  township,  six  miles  lung  and  two  and  a  half  wide,  con- 
taining twdve  whde  and  six  half  sections.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Stafford  town^ip,  on  the  east  by  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the  south  by  Scipio 
township.  Allen  county,  and  on  the  west  by  Concord  and  Spencer  townships. 
The  St.  Joseph  of  the  Maumee  crosses  the  northwestern  comer,  flowing  from 
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nortlieast  to  southwest  A  mumIIlt  hraiu  h  the  ^nme  river  is  located  in  the 
southwestern  corner  oi  the  townsiii(i.  I'lic  I'.altiniorc  it  Ohio  rnilroad 
crosses  the  middle  of  tlie  township.  The  land  is  much  the  &aine  as  that  of 
Omcord  and  Spencer  tovinshitM,  rich  river-bottom  land,  oak-timbered  wheat 
land,  and  beedi  and  maple  timbered  land.  However,  the  timber  has  been 
laiigely  cleared  away»  to  make  room  for  the  crops. 

EAKLY  SEITLEMENT. 

The  pioneer  settlers  of  Newville  township  were  John  Platter  and  Solomon 
DeLong',  who  when  traveling  throti^h  the  woods  in  t!>e  snmmer  of  tR^ 4.  be- 
came bewildered,  and  encamped  at  the  border  of  a  prickly  ash  swauiji.  Here 
they  dug  a  hole  for  water,  using  their  axes  and  hands.  They  found  water, 
bat  the  fluid  was  so  heavily  mixed  with  the  juices  from  the  roots  of  trees  as 
to  be  scarcely  drinkable,  though  their  craving  for  drink  led  theih  to  make  the 
best  of  it.  Platter  sctt'ed  on  section  7,  and  DeLong  settled  on  the  hank  of 
the  St.  Trseph,  across  fnim  Newville:  was  one  of  the  earlv  rnnntv  commis- 
sioncrSj  and  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Forty- fourth  antl  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-ninth  Indiana.  Volunteer  Infantry,  having  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  latter.  Daniel  Strong  was  another  pioneer.  Others 
were  Dwight  Moody,  J.  S.  Peck.  John  Thompson,  1.  N.  BlfK)d.  Alva  I^w- 
rence  and  Ephraim  Strong.  S.  H.  Bartlett  and  family  came  in  1836,  also 
George  Weeks. 

"the  mound." 

"The  Mound"  is  an  elevation  of  ground  on  section  7,  on  the  .Ashman 
fann.  It  is  about  ten  ro<I'^  from  the  "l.itf!r  St  Jnc."  and  on  the  south  bank 
of  a  small  creek  tliat  empties  into  tlie  St.  Joe  at  this  point.  It  was  opened 
in  the  fall  of  1837  by  Silas  H.  Bartlett,  Daniel  Strong.  Jr.,  John  Platter  and 
Frasier  Bertlett.  They  found  a  large  quantity  of  human  bones  about  three 
feet  below  the  surface.  The  elevation  was  then  ten  feet,  but  has  decreased 
since,  until  now  it  is  hardly  visible.  It  is  evident  that  this  was  a  sepulcher 
of  the  mound  builder*?,  .ind  the  rude  earthworks  indicate  that  here  was  also 
at  some  time  a  fortification. 

FIRST  OFFICmiS. 

.•\moi)g  the  early  justice^  of  the  jK-ace  in  Newville  trnvu'^hip  were: 
Washington  Robinson,  J.  Helwig,  John  Cary,  J.  S.  Peck,  and  Dvviglit  Moody. 
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ConstaUes  were:  John  P.  Widney,  John  Thompson  aiul  Asa  Overacker,  and 
the  first  trustees  were:  D.  Strong,  A.  R.  Fetterer,  X.  Fuller,  Jolin  Newton, 
John  Murphy,  N.  L.  Thomn?,  Newlr.n  Tlvm,!*;,  T,  N  Blood,  Alva  Lawrence, 
S.  DeLong,  D.  Moody,  Ephrairn  Strong  and  John  Platter. 

In  f88o,  the  population  of  NetwiUe  township  was  760:  in  1890,  6S7;  in 
1900^  645;  and  in  igio,  562. 

MEWVILLB. 

The  village  of  Ncwville.  once  called  Vienna,  is  located  on  the  northwest 
bank  of  the  river,  in  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  6.  George  W.  Weeks 
surveyed  and  platted  the  town  in  March,  1837,  for  Washington  Robinson, 

settler  and  owner  of  the  land.  Tlie  original  plat  contained  twenty-six  and  a 
half  acres,  excl'.isive  of  streets.  N,  L.  Thoinas,  a  Methinlist  intnistcr.  was 
the  first  store  keeper  in  this  town,  and  a  Mr.  Dodge  the  ho.st  of  the  first  tavern 
opened  to  the  public.  Dr.  John  Lattman  was  the  first  i^ysidan.  John  Cary 
was  a  shoemaker,  also  an  early  justice  of  the  peace.  Newville  has  been  re- 
stricted in  her  growth  by  the  lack  of  a  i  nilioad,  but  the  people  are  very  pro- 
grcs<:i\'e.  and  kee|>  in  touch  with  the  world  just  as  well  as  if  intercourse  were 
provided  by  steel  rails. 

RICHLAN'D  TOWNSHIP. 

Riihlanrl  township  is  located  centrally  in  the  western  tier  of  the  town- 
ships of  DcKalb  county:  i';  boundod  on  the  nordi  !>\-  Fairncld  township,  on 
the  east  by  Union  and  Grant,  on  tho  <mith  by  Keyser,  and  on  ihc  wp^t  by 
Allen  township,  Noble  county.  Little  Cedar  runs  diagonally  from  the  north- 
west comer  across  the  township,  also  several  other  tributaries  to  this  stream 
and  Cedar,  besides  a  few  snotll  lakes.  This  provides  sufficient  drainage  and 
water  supply  for  the  land  in  the  township.  The  township  is  not  the  best  in  the 
county  for  agriculture ;  the  land  being  very  hilly,  and  with  sandy  and  clayey 
upper  soil.  The  clay  is  of  excellent  composition  for  the  manufacture  of 
bricks  and  various  kinds  of  tile.  Beech,  maple,  ash,  oak,  and  poplar,  with  a 
little  walnut,  were  the  prevailing  woods  of  this  township,  but  these  have  been 
largely  cleared  ofT.  The  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  traverses  the 
nordiem  border  of  the  county,  stepping  at  the  towns  of  Corunna  and  Sedan. 

ORGANtZATIOK. 

Richland  was  organized  a  dMl  township  in  Pcjitfinber,  1837,  as  a 
whole  congressional  township,  and  Jacob  Wcirick  was  appointed  its  first 
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supervisor.  At  the  first  election  held,  but  six  votes  were  cast,  and  William 
Showers  was  elected  ji'stice.  On  tlie  formation  of  Kcv^cr  township,  in  June, 
1876.  twelve  sections  were  taken  from  its  southern  side,  reducing  the  town- 
ship to  twenty-four  sections. 

BABLY  SETTLSKBMT. 

The  first  settler  in  Richland  townsliip  was  Joseph  Miller,  who  came  in 
August,  1836,  having  cttt  bis  way  in  from  the  home  of  his  father  in  Jackson 
township.  Previous  to  moving  in,  he  cut  the  logs  for  his  house  in  one  day ; 
made  the  clapboards  in  the  next,  having  to  chop  off  the  timber  two  clapboards 
Icnprtli,  not  liaving  a  saw,  thi-n  <;p!it  them  into  Iiolts  and  chop  them  in  two 
bffore  living.  He  and  two  others  put  up  the  house  without  any  turihcr 
assistance,  on  the  third  day.  lie.  and  Mr,  Vanstckle,  and  Obadiah  Whitmore 
also  put  up  a  house  for  Jacob  Weirick,  without  any  other  help.  Jacob  Weirick 
and  Joshua  Feigler  moved  in  in  October,  1836.  Calvin  Calkins  >i-t  out  in  the 
fall  of  iS;;<).  from  Sandusky  cotnity,  Ohii\  with  his  provisions  in  a  knapsack, 
and  arriving  in  lhi<  township,  '^elected  n  qiinrter  ':erti'>n.  Ivintr  the  prc>;ent 
road  south  of  Corunna.  He  learneti  that  another  huid  hunter  had  chosen  part 
of  the  same  lands,  and  made  the  1)est  time  possible  to  the  bind  office  at  Fort 
Wayne,  and  was  scarcely  half  an  hour  in  advance  of  hts  competitor.  His 
family  moved  in  during  the  fall  (if  1840.  The  neighbors  were  well  scattered 
at  thi=  timr :  Peter  Krnnkitc,  wh.o  had  mmo  the  prcvimis  fall,  had  a  cihin  in 
the  woods;  an(l  Peter  Moody  had  located  on  iii.s  clearing  about  a  mile  east  of 
Corunna.  In  the  northeast  part  of  the  towtiship  was  the  Showers  settle- 
ment. Solomon  Showers,  the  pioneer,  was  the  host  to  many  a  settler  who 
moved  into  the  locality  to  set  up  a  home.  His  cabin  was  small,  but  room 
was  alwavs  found  for  the  inronier  TAUtan  Crcen.  for  u  ii'>ni  ihr  rorncrs 
smith  of  Sedan  were  named,  Daniel  W  ebber.  William  Reck.  W  ilHam  .Showers 
and  Daniel  Showers  were  other  men  who  soon  established  themselves  in  the 
neighborhood.  Japhet  Ingraham  came  in  a  short  time  later,  and  then  Peter 
Treesh  made  the  first  clearing  of  the  Amos  Britton  farm.  Thomas  Dailey 
Tuoved  in  from  Michigan,  and  located  in  the  western  part  r»f  the  township, 
ami  Dinn'ck  Harding  came  from  Lima,  Tn<liana.  and  chose  a  tract.  Other 
early  settlers  were:  the  Mwdys,  IVter.  John  antl  Harvey:  the  Connellys, 
Ezra.  William  and  John;  Samuel  Hayncs.  James  Blake.  Heman  Bangs  and 
James  McCrum.  Henry  Willis,  afterward  sheriff,  and  who  subsequently 
went  to  Waterloo,  came  very  early  and  settled  m  the  northeastern  portion 
of  the  township.   He  located  on  a  sugar-timbered  tract,  and  manufactured 
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sugar,  tradini;  the  commodity  for  hreadstitffs,  which  transaction  often  neces- 
sitated a  three  days'  journey.  Tlii.^  tiridinc:  system  was  common  among  the 
early  settlers,  and,  in  fact,  meant  subsistence  for  many  of  them. 

FIRST  OFFICERS, 

Some  of  the  early  justices  were:  W'illirim  Shower^.  James  Hlake.  D. 
Shaw  and  L.  L>.  liiitton.  Constables  were:  Lyiiiaa  Green,  John  Clay,  Rob- 
ert  Williams,  I^eeman  Ftilson,  J.  Simons,  D.  Mallery,  A.  P.  Bristol,  John 
Palmer,  L.  Thomas,  B.  Sanders,  David  Swander  and  C.  B.  Kagey.  Trustees 
were:  Peter  Treesh,  Joshua  Brubaker,  David  Lawrence,  A.  J.  Hunt,  Jacob 
Palmer,  Jefferson  Wallace,  Chri-Jtian  Frezt.  Solomon  Showers.  H.  Willis, 
W.  Gjnnelly,  J.  C.  Mead,  Japhet  ingraham,  James  iilakc,  Lyman  Green,  W. 
Showers,  L.  D.  Britten,  H.  Sherlock,  H.  Knapp  and  L  Kanaga.  Assessors 
were:  William  Welker,  C.  Knapp,  John  Shaw,  and  Henry  Sherlodc. 

CORUNNA. 

At  present  Coninna  has  a  population  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen 
people,  and  is  a  progressive  little  town,  situated  on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Mich- 
igan Southern.  There  are  three  schools,  two  lodges,  a  bank,  telephone  sys- 
tem, public  lighting  plant,  two  mills,  one  flour  mill  and  one  saw  mill,  and  a 
hotel. 

Sedan  is  another  small  town  located  on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern,  about  four  miles  east  of  Conuina.   The  population  is  veiy  small, 

and  business  is  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

In  1880  tlic  population  of  Richland  township  was  1,598;  in  1890^  1,127; 
in  190Q,  1,310;  in  1910,  1,146. 

SMFTHFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 

Smitlifield  township  is  situated  in  the  north  central  jian  of  DcKalb 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  Un  the  north  by  Steuben  township, 
Stenben  county;  on  the  east  by  Franldin  township;  on  the  south  by  Grant 
township,  and  on  the  west  by  Fairfieki  township.  The  township  is  drained 
by  tributaries  of  the  Cedar,  all  very  small  streams.  Cedar  lake  lies  in  section 
30.  The  soil  of  this  township  is  generally  goorl.  hcinc:  mixed  with  plenty  of 
sand  and  gravel,  and  with  very  little  of  the  clay  lound  in  other  parrs  of  tiie 
emmty.  The  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  railroad  runs  directly 
north  tiirough  the  center  of  the  townshipb 
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OXGANtZATTON. 


The  first  towr<;hiji  election  \vn<;  luM  at  the  hmisc  of  Isaac  R,  Smith  in 
the  -Jpring  of  T839.  and  there  were  just  live  men  present,  a  bare  number  to 
lorui  a  board.  Ferris  Blake  was  chosen  township  clerk  and  Isaac  B.  Smith, 
Isaiah  McLeish  and  Pharez  Blake,  trustees.  N.  Blake  was  made  constable, 
and  R.  J.  Daniels,  justice  of  the  peace.  Daniels  had  a  Uirge  territory  widi 
scant  population,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  called  upon  to  join  in  wedlock 
Take  McLetsh  nnd  Miss  Chaffee,  he  went  on  font  to  Storv  lake  in  Fairfield 
township,  pertormed  the  ceremony,  and  consented  to  take  his  fee  in  wild  hogs, 
but  failed  to  catch  any  of  them. 


The  first  settler  in  Smithfield  township  was  Isaac  B.  Smith,  after  whom 
the  township  was  named.   His  own  narrative  is  printed  in  "Pioneer 

Sketches,"  a  portion  of  which  is  quoted  below: 

"Mr.  Smith  came  to  Mr.  Murray's,  at  Pleasant  Lake,  Steul>cn  cfntnty, 
and  frntn  thence  explored  the  woods  of  Smithfield  township  to  find  a  piece  of 
vacant  land  that  would  suit  him  for  a  home.  There  several  times  he  had 
selected  pieces,  and  he  went  afoot  each  tune  to  Fort  Wayne  (thirty-two  or 
thirty-three  miles) ;  and  finding  the  pieces  selected  already  entered,  had  to 
return  to  Pleasant  lake,  upward  of  forty  miles,  and  renew  his  search  for  a 
home  The  fourth  time  he  returned  to  the  land  oftice,  only  to  meet  Vv  itli  ati- 
olher  disappointnicnt.  Tired  in  body  and  heart  sick  with  hojK?  deteriL-il.  1k- 
met  a  man  at  the  land  olTlicc  from  Wells  countv,  not  far  from  where  BluiTtun 
now  is,  who  represented  to  him  that  he  was  building  a  mill  in  that  r^ion,  and 
knew  of  a  very  good  cjuarter  section  of  land  still  vacant;  and  stated  that 
although  he  had  thought  of  entering  it  himself,  yet  he  would  give  way  and  let 
Mr.  Smith  have  it.  The  recri'^ter  of  the  land  office  tril<i  Mr.  Smith  that  he 
might  depend  on  the  veracity  of  this  man,  and  accordingly  he  entered  the 
tnwt  and  wort  afoot  to  where  it  lay.  When  he  found  it,  he  discovered  that 
he  was  badly  imposed  upon,  as  the  entire  tract  was  an  unbroken  Cottonwood 
swamp,  boot-top  deep  with  water.  He  now  returned  to  the  land  office,  and 
told  the  register  f!ie  facts  in  regard  to  the  lan<?.  and  wa^  told  that  by  taking' 
a  man  with  him  as  witness  and  examining  the  land,  the  man  making  oath  that 
it  was  unfit  for  cultivation,  he  could  have  ai)out  a  week  to  change  his  entry 
to  another  piece  of  land.   Meeting  witit  Wilbur  Powell,  afterward  of  Fair* 
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field  township,  at  the  land  office,  he  prevailed  on  him  to  accompany  him  as  a 
^\  itncss.  On  reaching,'  the  place,  tlu-y  traced  al!  the  lines  armmd  the  quarter 
section,  and  passed  llirough  it  twice  dia;;'>nally  from  corner  to  corner,  and 
did  not  see  a  single  tree  except  cotlunwuod  on  the  tract.  Returning  to  Fort 
Wayne,  now  for  the  sixth  time,  he  got  a  newly  corrected  plat  of  Smithfidd 
township,  and  took  tiie  trail  for  the  north  again. 

"Traversing  the  woods  again,  in  company  with  two  others,  he  selected 
a  suitable  tract,  but  just  as  he  was  about  striking  for  the  Auburn  trace,  to 
Start  again  for  Fort  Wayne,  he  met  with  three  other  men  lool<ing  around  the 
same  lines.  He  inquired  of  them  if  they  were  going  to  Fort  Wayne  to  enter 
land.  They  replied  in  the  affirmative.  He  inquired  when,  and  tfaejr  replied 
'not  for  two  or  three  days';  but  from  the  expression  of  their  eyes,  he  con- 
cluded that  they  were  trjing  to  deceive  him.  So,  when  tlie  two  companies 
parted,  he  told  his  companions  thnt  they  wrndd  have  a  race  for  it.  Both 
parties  struck  for  the  shanty  built  by  Park  on  Cedar  Creek,  wliere  Uniontown 
now  is;  but  Smith  and  his  friends  got  too  far  north,  and  came  out  to  the 
trace  near  the  site  of  what  was  afterward  Mr.  Smith's  residence,  and  dis- 
covered their  whereabouts  by  means  of  the  mired  ox  mentioned  in  Park's 
narrative.  It  \va?  now  dusk  and  they  were  three  miles  north  of  (he  desired 
shanty.  Passing  over  these  miles  they  reached  their  Icniging  place  sorneliine 
after  dark.  Their  competitors  were  not  there.  The  next  morning  they  were 
off  befoie  day,  passing  down  die  trail  at  an  Indian  trot,  and  ate  no  breakfast 
until  they  reached  Squire  Caswell's,  some  twenty  miles  from  where  they 
started  in  the  mornin;^.  .Ml  tliis  distance  was  traversed  in  a  continual  trot. 
Mr.  .^iiiith,  havincf  cfaincti  uu  his  companions  some,  they  told  him  to  call  at 
Caswell  s.  and  order  something  to  eat  'instaiiter.'  He  did  so,  and  by  the  time 
Iht  rear  came  up,  breakfast  was  on  the  table.  Eating  in  great  haste,  they  left 
their  coats,  and  trotted  on,  arriving  at  Fort  Wayne,  a  distance  of  tbir^  miles 
in  all,  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  On  going  to  the  land  office,  lo!  the  pieces  of 
land  selected  were  entered. 

"After  spending  about  an  hour  in  resting  and  taking  refreshments,  Mr. 
Smith  started  back  to  look  again,  and  as  he  was  crossing  the  St.  Mary's 
bridge  dose  to  town,  he  met  his  competitors,  also  afoot,  puffing  and  sweating, 
en  route  for  the  land  office.  He  gave  them  the  comfortable  assurance  that 
their  race  was  in  vain,  \\  ithont  Int'niatiiie:  at  all  that  he  was  in  the  same  row. 
He  returned  that  night  to  Mr.  Park's  at  Auburn,  hax  incr  traveled  that  dav  over 
fifty  miles  on  foot.  There  were  two  men  at  Park's  that  night,  Reuben  J. 
Danieb  and  Ira  Cambnm,  and  the  next  morning  Mr.  Smith  gathered  from 
HhAt  oonversation  that  they  were  going  up  into  the  north  fegions  to  look  for 
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land,  and  lliai  Mr.  I'ark  was  to  go  with  them;  for  which  each  was  to  pay  him 
one  dollar.  He  proterred  liis  dollar  also  fur  ilie  privilege  of  accompanying 
them,  and  having  the  assistance  of  Ftirk  in  finding-  vacant  land. 

'*The  proposal  was  accepted,  and  the  result  was  that  Park  showed  them 
the  tracts  on  which  they  afterward  settled.  Tt  was  agreed  that  each  should 
privatelv  mark  for  hi>  first  dniice  of  the  lands,  and  pro^■ident^ally  or  acci- 
dentally as  yuu  may  please  to  consider  it,  each  one  marked  the  tract  on  which 
they  subsequently  settled  as  their  several  choices,  and  each  without  kiK>wing 
anything  about  the  choice  of  the  others.  It  was  now  Friday  evening,  and 
Mr.  Smith  had  hut  one  more  day  to  change  his  entry.  So  he  had  another  race 
to  get  to  Fort  Wayne  l>eforc  the  land  office  clo-cd  Saturday.  This  time 
he  was  successful,  but  was  nearly  worn  down  witli  fatigue  and  anxiety. 
Eight  tintes  he  liad  visited  Fort  \\  ayne  before  he  secured  his  future  home." 

A  further  account  of  Mr.  Smithes  adventures  in  the  early  settlement  of 
Smithfield  township  may  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  ''Reminiscences.'* 

TIic  second  permanent  Pettier  in  Smithfield  township  was  Reuben  J. 
Daniels.  He  emiirmtcd  from  Oriean<;  coimlv,  Xew  York,  and  came  by  way 
of'fbe  state  of  Michigan.  He  was  accompanied  by  Ira  Camburn,  and  they, 
having  located  and  entered  two  hundred  acres,  paid  for  it  in  silver  which  they 
carried  with  them.  These  two  settlers  together  erected  a  catnn,  into  whidi 
they  moved  on  January  28,  1838.  It  was  said  of  this  cabin,  that  it  was  door- 
less,  without  tipper  Hnnr.  and  without  daubing.  There  were  plenty  of  Indians 
and  wolves  at  that  time. 

Pharei  Blake  came  next  and  located  on  sectioti  27.  His  son,  Xorton, 
married  Huhbh  Holmes  in  1839,  and  this  ceremon  \ .  [jerformed  by  Squire 
Daniels,  was  the  first  in  tiie  township.  Jacob  McLeish  and  his  two  sons, 
Isaiah  and  Jacob,  and  Thomas  Locke,  came  in  the  spring  of  1838  and  located 
upon  section  29.  Joseph  Del ong  and  family  came  by  way  of  Pleasant  fake 
in  1829,  and  selected  a  tract  on  section  29.  He  afterward  became  a  resident 
of  Waterloo.  Solomon  Brandeberry  came  during  the  same  year  and  located 
upon  section  23.  The  McCntaffers,  John  and  his  three  sons,  William,  Jacob 
and  Abraham,  were  also  settlers  of  1839.  Daniel  Kepler,  a  Franklin  town- 
ship pioneer,  moved  into  Smithfield,  also  Cyrus  Bowman.  Other  settlers  of 
an  early  period  were:  Hcnrv  Shoemaker,  Thoma<5  T.nckc.  David  ^fartin, 
J,  Haun,  John  Baxter,  Jeremiah  Hemsircet,  Isaac  Grate,  William  Clark, 
Hugh  McOsker  and  George  Seiner.  The  first  birtfi  in  this  township  was  that 
of  Martha  Smith,  who  later  married  Edward  Richards  and  moved  to  Mb> 
sotiri.    Lucinda  Daniels  was  the  second  diild  bom  in  this  locality. 

At  the  foot  of  Cedar  lake,  in  1844  approximately,  the  first  saw  mill  was 
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erected.  Daniel  Martin  built  a  mill  on  the  south  branch  of  Cedar  creek,  and 
a  Mr.  Fansler  constructed  a  grist  mill  on  the  west  branch  about  a  mile  below 
die  lake.  Isaac  B.  Smith  iitaiited  the  first  crop  of  potatoes,  Reuben  J.  Danida 
the  first  wheat,  and  Norton  Blake  first  introduced  the  reaper  in  harvesting. 

FIRST  OFFICERS. 

The  following  represent  some  of  the  first  officers  of  Sniithfickl  township: 
Justice"?,  R  n  nanitlv,  David  Martin.  D.inicl  Gingrich,  Jcreniiali  Hem«;triTt. 
R,  McPiiidc.  J.  E.  Eutan,  and  Aaron  Smith;  constables,  Daniel  Shull.  llenry 
Nevin,  Henry  Treesh,  Thomas  Locke,  Aaron  Smith,  Justus  B.  Howard  and 
Edward  Richards;  trustees,  Fharex  Blake,  Isaac  B..  Smith,  D.  Smith,  L 
Grate,  Isaiah  McLeish,  At^stus  Ball,  H.  Freeman,  Samuel  Ddoog,  John 
Leas,  Thomas  Lock,  Hamian  Mullen,  John  McOsker.  John  Homberger, 
George  W.  I-'rout,  George  J.  Duncan,  William  TTnffman.  R,  Lockhart  and 
William  Cox;  assessors,  John  Baxter,  H.  I-'recmati.  John  Schrantz  and  Cyrus 
Duncan. 

The  population  of  Smitiifield  township  in  18S0  was  1,424;  in  1890, 
1.279;  ™  1900,  1,607;  in  1910,  1,469. 

ASULEY. 

The  town  of  Ashley  was  platted  in  the  year  1892,  the  origin  of  the  town 

being  due  to  the  building  of  the  Wabash  railroad.  This  railroad  company 
under  the  name  of  the  Indiana  Tmjirovement  Company ,  bought  extensive 
lands  on  the  site  of  Ashley,  and  established  a  division  there.  The  town 
quickly  sprang  into  life,  and  was  incorporated  as  a  town  m  the  latter  part  of 
1892.  Singukriy,  the  town  is  placed  square  on  the  county  line  between 
Steuben  and  DeKalb  cotmties;  the  main  street  is  the  division  point.  Many 
peculiar  and  humoroti<;,  as  well  a";  inconvenient,  situation^  arivf  from  this 
fact.  The  shops  and  div  ision  headquarters  were  moved  in  1907"  to  Mont- 
pelier,  Ohio,  but  notwithstanding  the  town  has  continued  to  grow.  The  cen- 
sus of  19 10  placed  the  population  as  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  but  this 
has  increased  substantially  since.  The  town  officers  at  present  are:  G.  W. 
Qark.  George  Kirlin,  and  William  Zubrugg,  trustees;  J.  W.  Mintzer.  clerk; 
and  Georpe  Park,  treasurer.  The  electric  licfht  plant  is  owned  \>y  the  town, 
and  was  installed  in  1895  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dollars.  There  is  one  grist 
mill  and  one  saw  mill  at  Ashley. 

(13) 


Digitized  by  Google 


178 


DHKALB  COVNTY,  INDIANA. 


STAFFORD  TOWNSHIP. 

On  the  east  line  of  tht-  i  uiuy,  tnidway,  lies  Stafford  township.  It  is 
a  fradioiial  township,  comprising  twelve  whole  sections,  and  six  half  sections. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Troy  township,  on  the  east  by  the  state  of  Ohio, 
on  the  sonth  by  Newville  township,  on  (he  west  by  Wilmington  township. 

The  St.  T"seph  river  crosses  the  southeast  corner,  nnd  Ricf  Run  runs  from 
west  to  ca'-t  across  the  noriiiem  end.  On  the  river  and  creek,  and  in  the 
bottoms,  the  land  is  very  fertile;  but  otherwise  is  of  variable  quality, 
but  when  properly  cultivated,  of  fairly  productive  nature.  The  surface  in 
general  is  level,  with  several  bluffs  sonth  on  the  river.  The  Laitt  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern,  and  the  Vaiidalia  of  the  Pennsylvania  qrstem  cross  the 
northern  and  northwest  comers  respectively. 

EARLY  SETTLBMCKT. 

Tames  Lytle  was  pe>liri]i<  the  larliest  settler  of  Stafford  township.  He 
located  in  this  territory  during  the  <ummer  of  1836,  but  after  a  stiort  stay 
here  left  tlie  county.  The  next,  and  permanent,  settlers  were  John  and 
Hazzard  Webster,  Rufus  Coats  and  John  Rose,  all  with  their  families,  in  all 
a  colony  of  twenty-six  persons.  They  emigrated  from  Trumbull  county. 
Ohio,  and  arrived  within  the  limits  of  Stafford  townshij)  on  the  fourth  ilay 
of  Ortoher  i?^,^^>  fohn  Wehstf^r  purchn'ied  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
on  the  river,  near  the  Ohio  state  line,  and  therein  settled.  lie  was  one  of 
the  eccentric  men  of  the  early  township,  as  every  towmhtp  has,  or  has  had, 
a  queer  character.  He  was  fond  of  wealth,  but  did  not  place  much  faith  in 
religion.  Yet.  despite  his  peculiarities,  he  was  a  good  citizen,  and  was  useful 
in  sui)plying  the  n{!ifrs  v.  ith  corn,  potatoes  and  other  comnvvHtic*.  at  very 
reasonable  rates  consideruig  the  ditVicullies  incident  to  ol)taining  tliese  sup- 
plies. He  later  erected  a  saw  mill  and  grist  mill  on  his  premises,  and  his 
estate  became  the  mecca  for  settlers  in  general,  to  get  their  grain  ground. 

Other  early  settlers  were  as  follows:  Jacob  ( lunsitdioiiser.  John  Rose, 
Rufus  Coats.  James  \V.  Rose.  James  F..  Rose  and  Daniel  Coats.  The  first 
habitation  wa^J  raised  by  Lytle.  and  the  next  four  were  btitlt  af^rmt  the  «ame 
time  by  the  above  nained  people.  Next,  Kdward  .Scovilie  and  .\riel  Walden 
came  in.  W^dcn  was  for  years  an  associate  judge  of  this  county.  In  1838 
and  1839,  many  families  mox'ed  in.  occupied  homes,  and  became  prominent 
in  the  development  of  the  county.    Prominent  among  them  were :  Christian 
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Wanemaker.  Iknirv  Fusscliiian,  and  Thomas  Strotc.  John  ISarljor  was 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township.  C.  R.  VVanemaker  and  Stephen 
W.  Hackley  were  other  settlers  of  the  early  date. 

FIKST  OVFtCEXS. 

Among  llie  justices  of  the  peace  who  have  served  this  township,  some 
of  the  early  ones  were:  Rufus  Coats.  Henry  Fusselman,  David  McDaniel, 
Noyce  Coata,  Samuel  Wanemaker,  F.  Hoffman  and  J.  J.  Imhoff.  Early  con- 
stables were:  L  Gaft,  C.  R.  Wanemaker,  H,  Dickerhoff,  and  H.  H.  Wane- 
maker.  Trustees  were:  J.  J.  Gunsenho'v :  r  Isaac  Beal,  A.  Fusselman, 
Joseph  A.  Coats.  Noyce  Coats,  J,  J.  Inihoff,  1''.  Hoffman,  Peter  Walter,  John 
Crouse,  Samuel  Headlcy,  John  W.  Rose,  Jesse  W.  Rose,  C.  H.  Wanemaker, 
William  Brown,  J<Am  Webster,  William  Webster  and  Cfar».  Wanemaker. 
C.  R.  Wanemaker,  James  Gather  and  Jacob  Ciise  were  eaiiy  assessors. 

In  x88o  the  {K^mlation  of  Stafford  township  was  569;  In  1890,  476;  in 
1900, 423;  in  1910,  381. 

TROY  TOWNSHIP. 

In  the  southeastern  corner  of  DeKalb  county  is  the  fractional  township 
of  Troy.  It  is  botmded  on  the  north  by  Richland  township,  Steuben  cotmty, 
on  the  east  by  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  the  south  by  the  township  of  Stafford, 

and  on  the  west  by  FranUin  township.  Fish  creek  enters  the  township  from 
the  northwest,  and  crosses  the  state  line  a  mile  north  of  the  soutlicast  corner, 
being  the  second  largest  creek  in  the  county,  ami  the  one  Tif>on  which,  near  the 
mouth,  that  Houlton  &  Hughes  erected  their  saw  mill  in  1827.  The  northern 
portion  of  tiie  township  is  of  a  clayey  soil,  the  central  and  southeast  of  ridi, 
sandy  loam,  and  to  the  southwest,  clay  again.  The  Wabash  railroad  runs  on 
a  sotttiiwest  and  northeast  diagonal  through  the  southern  half  of  the  township. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

The  earliest  know  n  settler  of  the  township  was  Isaac  T.  Aldrich,  later  of 
Franklin  township.  In  the  following  year,  Roger  Aldririi,  a  brother,  he- 
came  a  settler,  and  Simeon  .Mdrich  subsequently  moved  in.  Others  of  the 
early  comers  to  this  locality  were:  George  Skinner,  Asa  Haynes,  G.  Wil- 
liams, R.  Reed,  Willartl  Eddy,  S.  Call  and  John  and  A.  S.  Casebeer.  Peter 
Hdwig,  Jacob  Hdwig,  Updegraff  Oawson,  I.  Oawson,  and  W.  R.  Herbert. 


DEKALB  COUMTY,  IKDIANA. 


KILLS. 

At  the  month  iit  creek,  in  1827,  Ilo'iUon  &-  Hughes  erected  their 
saw  mill;  and  Mr.  Casel>eer  had  a  grist  mill  in  operation  near  tiie  same  time. 
Higher  up  Samael  Kepkt  had  another,  and  at  the  outlet  of  Fish  lake,  were 
the  Hamilton  mills,  owned  by  John  Pee. 

FIRST  OFFICERS. 

The  first  justice  of  the  peace  of  Troy  township  was  A.  S.  Casebeer,  and 
the  others  who  followed  were:  5.  Learned,  Hambright  Reese,  Jacob  Hetwig, 

G.  C.  Everetts,  John  McDonald  and  George  Smiley.  Early  constables  were : 
Willard  Eddy,  Peter  Helwi^if,  R.  R.  Emmerson,  H.  Casel)ccr  and  George 
Smiley.  Among  the  trustees  prior  to  i860  were:  Amos  Steams,  Jacob 
Hdwig,  Roger  Aldrich,  Jacob  Casebcer,  John  RolMnet.  Peter  Jennings,  W.  R. 
Emmerson,  Simeon  Aldrich,  William  Knisely,  B.  Wise,  B.  Walliclc.  Timothy 
McClure  and  Danid  Knisely.  W.  R.  Herbert.  A.  F.  Pinchin,  F.  G.  Biddle 
and  D.  ^TcCurdv  were  clerks  during  the  same  period,  while  the  ofiice  of  treas- 
urer \\  as  filled  hy  S.  Learned,  D.  W.  Aldrich,  J.  A.  Zimmerman.  Amo.s  Steams 
and  G.  C.  Everetts. 

ARTIC. 

The  Artie  postoffice  was  established  in  1850,  and  was  in  charge  of  Amos 
Steams  until  his  death  in  iHfyo.  His  son  James  was  the  postmaster  during 
the  following  three-  years,  atul  then  John  Stearns  for  one  year.  Resigning, 
-he  was  succeeded  by  James  McDonald,  who  held  the  office  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued  in  1865.  It  was  rfr«stablts1ied  in  1884,  with  Joseph  BeU  as  postmaster. 

In  1880,  the  population  of  Troy  township  was  646;  m  1890,  607;  in 
1900,  sao;  and  in  1910,  500. 

SPENCER  TOWNSHIP. 

The  board  of  county  cnmnii'-'^ioners,  nit  June  7.  iffCH).  divided  the  town- 
ship of  Concord,  and  named  tlie  lower  halt  .SjKiurr  township.  The  division 
was  for  school  purposes  emireiy,  and  although  much  controversy  and  hard 
fading  existed  at  the  time,  the  two  townships  at  present  are  enjoying  mutual 
prosperity. 
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SPENCER  ViLLE. 

Spencerv'ille  is  the  only  town  of  any  oonsequence  in  the  tov-nship.  The 
town  has  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  people,  and  ?everal  good  btisi- 
ne'^s  houses  and  stores.  Two  churches  and  two  lodges  have  existence  here. 
The  town  is  not  incorporated.  One  school  building,  a  very  complete  and 
excellent  structure,  was  erected  in  1909  at  a  cost  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 
The  Wiibash  railroad  runs  about  two  miles  west  of  the  town,  and  transfer 
is  provided  to  the  staticm. 

GKANT  TOWNSBZP. 

On  September  8,  1889,  the  county  comnii.ssioners,  acting  under  a  peti- 
tion of  tax-payers  and  voters,  made  the  north  halt  of  Union  township  into  a 
new  township,  to  be  known  as  Grant  township.  The  area  comprised  in  this 
new  division  was  sections  out  to  eighteen. 

WATERLOO. 

Four  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Auburn  is  located  the  town  of  Waterloo, 

in  Grant  township.  The  town  was  formerly  in  Union  township,  but  lipon 
the  division  of  the  latter,  the  place  fell  within  the  bounds  of  the  new  town- 
ship of  Grant  Two  branches  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
railroad  meet  at  Waterloo,  making  the  town  important  as  a  shipping  center. 
In  1890  the  town  had  a  population  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
three;  in  1900,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four;  and  in  1910,  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  seven. 

The  first  settlement  near  the  present  site  of  Waterloo  was  made  near 
Cedar  creek,  northeast,  and  was  called  Uniontown ;  it  is  now  a  mere  suburb 
to  Waterloo.  Wesley  Park  erected  a  board  shanty  on  the  site  of  Uniontown 
in  1838  as  a  sbdter  for  two  men  who  were  building  a  bridge  over  Cedar 
creek  at  that  point.  In  November,  i8,^S,  D.  AltenbiUfg  and  L.  Walsworth 
and  their  families,  together  with  the  two  bridge  builders,  passed  a  night  v  hi!t^ 
the  settlers  were  on  their  way  from  Steubenville  to  tlieir  selections  of  land  in 
Union  township. 

Owing  to  the  fact  tiiat  the  place  was  on  the  line  of  the  state  road  from 
Fort  Wayne  north  through  Angola,  and  being  remote  from  other  settjemoits, 

it  was  thought  to  be  a  s[)lendid  site  for  a  town,  and  acconlingly  a  plat  was 
made  by  Frederick  Krum.    George  Trout  built  a  store  building  and  e&tab- 
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lished  a  trading  point.  The  Htm  of  M.  &  A.  Hale  next  entered  the  merclum- 
dise  business,  janic^  Bowmnn  erected  a  water  power  -^aw  mill,  and  al>oiit 
.1856,  after  the  laying  owi  oi  Waterioa,  changed  it  to  a  >tcaiii  power  mill. 
Richartl  liuriiisioti  was  the  local  blacksmith;  Dr.  Joiies  the  physician,  Mr. 
Wareham  the  gtmsmith,  and  a  Mr.  Smith  had  a  cabinet  shop. 

The  construction  of  the  air  line  by  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
railroad  throi^h  the  county  caused  the  platting  of  Waterloo  City,  a"^  it  was 
called  for  several  years,  there  l)eing  another  Waterloo  in  the  state.  Miles 
Waterman,  afterward  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  owned  a  tract  of  land 
south  of  Uniontown,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  railroad  track.  On  this  tract 
he  laid  out  the  town  of  Waterloo,  assisted  by  John  Homberger,  and  the 
acknowledgment  was  taken  before  Justice  <jf  the  Peace  George  Wolf  on 
Marcli  14,  1856.  A  railroad  office  was  the  first  structure  raised.  Eli  William- 
son, tlic  ])ioncer  carpenter,  btiilt  the  first  dwelling;:  hon.se.  Store  buildirijs  were 
erected  by  Janics  Irving  and  John  Wood,  and  rented.  The  .sale  of  lots  and 
buildings  began  and  continued  at  a  very  li\  ely  rate,  and  the  population  began 
to  increase.  Some  of  the  men  who  moved  in  were:  T.  Y.  Dickinson,  after- 
ward publisher  of  the  IVatcrloo  Press:  Dr.  J.  N.  Chamberlain,  sheriff  of 
county  from  i860  to  1862;  Henry  Willis,  whn  filled  the  same  office  from 
1864  to  ii568:  Jacob  Kahn,  merchant;  Gen.  Lewis  J.  Blair.  John  Shull 
opened  the  (irst  tavern,  whicli  was  later  known  as  the  Central  House,  j.  P. 
Beers,  from  Auburn,  was  the  first  lawyer  in  the  town.  The  first  grist  mill 
was  built  and  run  by  Josiah  and  Jonathan  Weaver,  and  it  stood  in  Union- 
town  and  was  Iniilt  in  i8f)S.  George  Thompson  and  Best,  McClellan  & 
Moody  later  erected  mills.  The  latter  firm  suffered  a  total  loss  by  fire  in 
1876.  Waterloo  has  the  honor  of  having  had  the  first  fire  department  in 
the  county. 

WATERLOO  IX  I913. 

The  LTnited  States  census  of  trjio  places  the  number  of  people  in  Water- 
loo as  eleven  hundred  and  sixiy-.stvcii.  The  town  is  well  located  on  two 
railroads,  and  enjoys  increasing  prosperity  as  a  shipping  point  for  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  present  town  board  is  composed  of  the  following 
men :  J.  E.  Dilgard,  W.  F.  Bowman,  John  Dimn,  Wesley  Beidler,  and  Samuel 
Gfellers  W.  I\.  Newcomer  is  rierk.  Venie  \V.  I.owman  is  treasurer;  and  W. 
H.  Ettinger  is  marshal.  A  new  town  hall  was  built  in  the  year  Tf)i2,  to  re- 
place the  one  destroyed  by  the  windstorm  of  November  11,  1911,  which  swept 
over  the  town  from  a  northeasterly  direction,  and  entailed  a  hundred  thousand 
ddlar  loss  to  the  town.   The  new  town  hall  is  modem  in  equipment  and  cost 
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twelve  thousand  dolbrs.   The  Indiana  Public  Utilities  Company,  an  outside 

corporation,  supplies  water  and  light  to  the  town.  Gas,  paved  Streets  and 
sewerage  have  not  yet  been  installed  in  the  town. 

LIBKARY  HISTOKY. 

The  first  steps  taken  to  procure  n  lihrary  for  Waterloo  were  taken  in  the 
fall  of  191 1.  On  tlio  cnening  ot  December  5,  IQII.  Miss  Ora  Williams,  of 
Indianapolis,  one  ot  ihe  state  organi/xrs,  came  to  Waterloo,  and  a  public 
meeting  was  called  at  the  old  United  Brethren  church,  and  the  library  law 
and  its  scope  fully  explained.  A  committee  from  the  Fortnlghdy  dub,  the 
Minerva  club,  the  Progrcs>ivc  club,  aii<l  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  was  appointed  to  proceed  with  the  -vork  of  organization.  Not  until 
the  suauner  of  1912,  however,  was  the  work  pushed.  Then  they  got  busy  and 
the  necessary  subscriptioa  was  soon  raised,  and  at  the  July  meeting  of  the 
town  board  the  petition  and  the  subscription  list  were  presented  and  the  town 
board  ordered  the  levy  to  be  made.  One  of  the  first  ofTicial  acts  of  the  newly 
appointed  town  board  was  the  issuance  of  an  invitation  to  the  advisory  boards 
of  Grant  an<i  .Sniithficld  townships  to  join  in  the  c-^tnblishment  of  a  public 
library.  Smithiield  township  took  no  action,  but  the  advisory  boaiU  of  Grant 
township  wanted  an  repression  from  their  people.  The  nece^r)'  signatures 
of  the  tax  payers  was  obtained,  and  die  levy  made. 

A  room  in  the  Denison  block  was  rented,  and  Bertiia  Knott  was  appointed 
librarian,  and  on  N^ovember  20,  1912,  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public. 
Book  showers,  donations  by  individuals  and  clubs,  entertainments  by  the 
Rebekah  lodge  and  high  school  societies  furnished  money  to  buy  books,  and 
four  hundred  books  were  on  the  shdves  and  the  state  loaned  two  hundred 
more. 

The  erection  of  a  bnildini;  had  been  discussed  early  and  the  secretary 
of  the  board  was  instructed  to  open  up  correspondence  with  the  Carnegie 
corporation.  After  some  delay  this  was  done,  and  on  March  26,  1913,  the 
Carnegie  board  pledged  nine  thousand  dollars  for  Ae  building  with  the  con- 
ditions tiiat  a  site  must  be  donated  and  tiie  town  and  township  to  guarantee 
to  raise  nine  hundred  dollars  annually  to  maintain  the  library.  On  April  14, 
the  board  selected  the  two  Showalter  lots  on  the  corner  of  Wavne  and  Maple 
streets  as  the  best  site  for  the  new  building  and  the  purchase  money  was  con- 
tributed by  the  people  of  the  south  side.  Wilson  B.  Parker,  of  Indianapolis, 
was  chosen  as  architect.  On  June  28th,  contracts  were  let  Ckiodall  &  Sons» 
of  Peru,  secured  the  oonttact.  The  new  building  will  be  ready  for  dedication 
sometime  in  December,  1912,  or  the  first  of  tiie  year  1913. 
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UNION  TOWNSHIP. 

The  township  of  Union  is  centrally  located,  and  ma)'  be  regarded  as  the 
most  important  in  the  county,  due  to  the  location  within  its  limits  of  Auburn, 
the  county  scat,  t'nion  town'^hip  i«  bonnde<l  on  the  north  bv  Grant  tow  n<hip, 
on  the  west  by  Richland  and  Keyser,  on  the  south  by  Jackson,  and  on  the  east 
by  Wilmington.  Cedar  creek  runs  down  from  the  northwest  comer,  through 
the  township  and  leaves  near  the  southwest  corner.  This  drains  the  town- 
diip  veiy  thoroughly,  although  not  many  years  ago  there  were  several  tama- 
rack swamps  in  it.  The  northern  and  w  v^U-rn  [virtions  of  the  area  nre  fjenerally 
roliing  and  somewhat  sandy.  The  .southeastern  part  is  mure  level,  and  ot  a 
clayey  constituency.  The  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  the  Vandalia 
of  the  Fennaylvania  system,  and  the  Baltimore  Sr  Ohio  railroads  cross  the 
township  at  various  pomts. 

OKGANIZATION. 

Union  is  one  of  the  oldest  townships  in  the  county,  being  but  two  months 
younger  than  Franklin.  At  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  DeKalb  county,  September  5,  1837,  those  present  being  Peter 
Fair,  Samuel  Widney  and  .'\.  I'.  Beecher.  it  was  "ordered  that  the  con- 
gressional township  34  north,  range  13  cast,  Ik  organized  as  a  township  for 
judicial  (civil)  purposes,  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Union  township,  and 
that  townships  34  and  35  north,  range  12  east,  and  townships  33  and  35 
north,  range  13  east,  be  attached  thereto.'"  It  was  also  ordered  "that  W  L-^k  y 
I '  irk  tx*  appointed  supervisor  for  the  road  district  Xo.  i.  comprisint^  the 
whole  of  Union  township;  and  all  the  lands  residing  within  said  township  are 
allotted  to  said  district"  The  first  election  was  appointed  for  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  following,  and  Lanslot  Ingman  was  named  as  inspector  of 
^dections. 

Among  the  early  justices  of  the  f)eace  of  Union  township  were :  Lanslot 
Ingman,  David  Altenburg,  John  Carpenter,  W.  Griswold,  John  Davis,  G. 
Wolf.  S  .W.  Russell,  J.  D.  Davis,  J.  W.  Case,  and  W  illiam  Lessig.  Early 
constables  were :  J.  O.  P.  Sherkxk,  William  Shirter,  Lyman  Chidsey,  T.  J. 
Freeman,  Isaac  Latson,  Joseph  Garver.  John  Drury,  Z.  Tanner,  H.  SibertSi 
J.  Powlas,  H.  Jones,  L.  Weaver,  S.  Bouman.  L.  Leasuro,  Jonathan  Hall,  .\. 
O.  F«py,  J.  Haun,  Zopher  Johnson.  Jeremiah  PInin,  William  Valeau.  .'\ndrew 
iiarsh,  J.  H.  Piles,  Emanuel  Miller,  deorge  Jones,  and  J.  B.  Howard.  The 
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trustees  prior  to  i860  were:  J.  B.  Rockwdl,  David  Altenbui^,  J.  F.  Cobarii» 
Jobn  Hussdmaii,  N.  Fvyrm,  James  C  George,  C.  Siroonds,  S.  W.  Sprott, 

Aaron  Haj^iie.  James  R.  Cosper,  T.  J.  Freeman,  Kneeland  Abbott.  W  illiam 
Middleton.  Henry  Clay,  G.  R.  Baker.  J.  E.  Hendricks,  A.  Watkins.  T.  R. 
Dickinson.  H.  Moneysmith,  D.  Eldridge.  J.  Hawk.  Dr.  W.  Dancer,  Jacob 
Cupp,  J.  J.  Huffman,  John  Davis,  O.  A.  Parsons,  O.  C.  Houghton,  John 
Somers*  John  Lightner,  W.  W.  Griswold,  Adam  Stroh,  J.  K.  Hare,  John 
Rakton.  S.  Sanders,  and  Jacob  McKntaffer.  Isaac  Kutzner  and  John  C. 
St.  Gair  were  early  assessors. 

RARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

In  discussing  the  first  settlement  of  DeKalb,  the  most  will  be  written 
in  the  histnry  of  Auburn,  as  the  pioneer  story  of  that  town  is  practically 
synonymrm^  with  that  of  the  township.  F.arly  settlers  in  the  township  on 
farms  were:  Kneeland  Abbott  on  the  soutli,  David  Altenburg  and  Levi 
Walsworth  on  the  east,  and  the  Hussetmans  and  McEntaffers  on  the  north. 
Altenburg  and  Walsworth  moved  in  during  November,  1S38;  James  R. 
Cosper  and  John  Weeks  in  the  spring  of  1841;  and  the  same  year  John 
Somers  and  Lyman  Chidsey  settled  southeast  of  Auburn.  In  the  northeast, 
Rockwell,  Lightner  and  Morringsion  were  the  first  settlers.  Two  days  were 
occupied  with  raising  the  heavy  frame  of  the  Husselman  bam,  and  most 
of  the  setders  for  miles  arotmd  were  engaged  in  the  work. 

In  1880  the  population  of  Union  township,  exclusive  of  Auburn  and 
Water! MO  was  i,20o;  in  1890,  including  Aubttm  3,050;  in  1900,  4,032;  in 
1910,  4,710. 

THE  CITY  OF  AUBURN. 
By  WfAry  Park. 

In  the  fall  of  the  liiit  settler  of  Auburn.  Wesley  Park,  entered 

land  adjoining  that  of  John  Houlton,  the  first  settler  of  the  county.  It  is 
said  that  a  Mr.  Gnnstodc  opened  the  first  store  in  the  town  of  Auburn. 
Thomas  J.  Freeman,  who  occupied  a  frame  building  at  Park's  comers,  ajH 
plied  for  a  license  on  March  5,  1838,  to  sell  goods.  He  brought  his  supi^ies 
from  Fort  Wayne  on  horseback,  nsincf  a  pair  nf  <;nr1(llcbaj»s.  Freeman  kept 
whiskey,  for  liquor  was  much  used  among  the  Indians  and  settlers,  who  liked 
its  qualities  as  a  preventative  of  chills. 

On  November  5, 1838,  Daniel  Strong  and  Isaac  T.  Aldricb,  newly  diosen 
commissioners,  together  with  Peter  Fair,  a  member  of  the  old  board,  met 
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at  the  house  of  Wesley  Park.   The  books  of  the  eariy  cotinty,  and  the  first 

records,  written  uix)n  n!!  kinds  of  manuscript,  even  family  records. 

As  thv  (•>  >nrin'--ii  iiuT'5  met  .it  (litTiTt'tit  times  and  settlers  moved  into  the 
county,  the  tew  olrictals  iiaving  tlieir  head(|uarters  at  Auburn,  were  employed 
m  Teducing  townships  areas  and  districts,  until  the  congressioiial  became  the 
boundary  of  the  civil  townships. 

EARLY  SETTLERS. 

The  settlers  watdied  neither  times  nor  seasons  in  their  emigration,  but 
waded  the  snows  of  winter,  or  in  the  summer,  following  Milkr'^  trace,  skirt- 
ing the  swamps,  nnd,  until  a  land  entry  could  be  made,  accepting  the  hospitali- 
ty of  the  resident  settlers.  For  sevem!  years  Auburn  was  little  more  than 
a  name,  and  many  lots  were  bought  and  held  by  speculators.  In  1839,  t^ere 
was  a  small  sale  of  tots,  but  little  building  upon  them.  Several  men  came 
in  the  fall  of  1839,  boarded  with  Wesley  Parl^and  Freeman,  and  bought 
land  and  lots,  aided  in  the  selection  by  Park/  who  charged  a  small  fee  for 
his  services.  Daniel  Altenburg  ami  T.e'.-i  \\'al^\vnrth  came  from  Steuhem  illc 
in  November,  1838,  having  a  very  difiicult  journey  through  the  snow  and 
swamp  land.  Wolves  howled  in  the  darkness  around  their  night  camps  on 
the  trail,  and  strange  and  fearsome  noises  occurred  in  the  forests  around  them. 
They  expressed  tiiemsdves  as  mighty  glad  to  reach  the  settlement.  On 
January  17,  1840.  the  Sherlock  family  came.  Tn  1841  came  Samuel  W. 
Sprott,  David  Weaver,  David  Shoemaker,  Henry  Curtis,  Lyman  Chidsey, 
James  R.  Cosper  and  David  Cosper. 

TAVSRK8. 

At  this  lime  there  were  tour  tavern??  in  .\ubum,  and  their  cheery  inter- 
ior was  utilized  by  the  settlers  as  a  rendezvous  where 

"A  mug  of  ale,  and  hearty  jest 

Did  never  fail  to  give  a  zest" 
to  the  merry  companies  that  assembled  there.  These  taverns  were  owned 
by  Thomas  J.  Freeman,  O  A.  T'arsnn.  T,  O  Sherlock  and  Nelson  Piiync. 
In  the  year  1841,  there  was  much  sickness  in  the  settlement  at  Auburn.  The 
old  mill  dam  north  of  the  .village  was  deemed  responsible  for  the  fever  and 
ague  that  came  upon  the  community.  The  water  backed  np  at  the  dam, 
and  was  a  veritable  hotbed  of  malerial  germs,  according  to  the  settlers.  They 
said  that  maleria  was  worse  in  the  morning  and  evening,  for  the  air,  when 
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heated,  arose,  bearing  miasma  with  it,  and  toward  evening  as  the  surface 
cooled,  the  malaria  sank  again  to  the  earth.  No  medicine  could  remove  the 
disease  while  the  malaria  existed.  In  this  age,  we  know  that  such  was  not 
the  cause  of  malaria.  The  hrecciinq;  and  re-breedinfj^  of  germs  canserl  alter- 
nate fever  and  chill,  for  the  germs  lived  in  the  blood,  not  in  the  old  mill 
dam,  ahhough  the  mill  dam  was  the  home  of  the  mosquito  whidt  carried  the 
germ  to  the  human  body.  Provisions  were  scarce,  the  wildness  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  the  fewness  of  the  inhabitants,  in  number  seventy-two, 
made  this  year  a  miserable  one  and  a  tax  to  the  strongest  and  most  optimistic 
pioneer.    Dr.  Ross,  R.  B.  Cooper  and  Eli  Pritchard  were  the  ovW  (Kxtors. 

In  1842,  Samuel  W.  Ralston  came  to  DeKalb  county,  and  found  here 
eight  families,  among  them  being  those  of  Wesley  Park,  O.  A.  Parsons,  J. 
Puffenbergcr,  Lanslot  Ingman,  J.  O.  Sherlock  and  Nelson  Payne. 

In  1843,  O.  C.  Houghton  and  family,  of  New  York,  came  to  the  settle- 
ment, and  Houghton  bons:ht  fhe  steam  mill  owned  by  Wesley  Park.  Aaron 
Hague  and  David  S.  Shoemaker  also  came  in  this  year.  This  year  is  noted 
on  account  of  tfie  terrifk  hurricane  which  swept  over  DeKalb  county,  level- 
ing grain  fields,  unroofing  cabins,  felling  giant  trees  of  the  forest,  and  perform- 
ing many  peculiar  freaks  by  force  of  the  winds.  The  next  year  was  also 
one  to  he  remembered,' for  the  winter  was  one  of  the  severest  in  the  w  hole 
history  of  DeKalb  county.  In  1845,  efforts  were  made  to  have  the  old  mill 
dam  north  of  the  town  removed,  and  the  case  was  even  taken  to  the  courts. 

STRBBT  BKGINNINCS. 

The  Fort  Wayne  and  Cold  water  state  roacl  through  Auburn  bore  the 
name  of  West  street,  and  the  Defiance  and  Goshen  state  road  laid  out  as 
entering  on  Seven^  street  and  leaving  on  Third  street.  Cedar  street  was 
platted  as  Main  street,  and  a  street  east  was  East  street,  but  was  vacated  in 
1855,  because  its  course  led  through  the  bottom  lands  of  Cedar  creek  and 
swamps.  I'rom  Ninth  street  south  to  Fifteenth  street,  was  a  swampy 
tract  too  low  for  dramage,  covered  with  rank  vegetation  in  the  siunmer. 
John  Kruger  established  an  ashery  at  the  east  end  of  the  street  In  the  year 
1848,  the  taxes  for  Auburn  amounted  to  $i8,337>39. 

INCO&PORATION  AS  TOWN. 

In  the  year  1849,  Auburn  was  mcorporated  as  a  town,  and  divided  into 
wards,  as  follows:  First  ward,  all  north  of  Foui^  street;  second  ward,  be- 
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tween  Fourth  and  Eighth  streets;  third  ward,  between  Eighth  and  Twelfth 
streets;  fourth  ward,  between  Twelfth  and  Green  streets;  fifth  ward,  lemnin- 
ing  south  of  Green  street.  The  election  for  officers  was  held  on  September 
22,  and  C.  A.  Parsons,  Wesley  Park,  Nelson  Payne,  James  T.  Bliss  and 
Joel  E.  Hendricks  vrert  nan»d  as  the  first  board  of  trasteffi.  These  men 
served  in  their  ofikial  capacity  without  compensation  of  any  kind — except 
possibly  a  political  favor  now  and  then.  T.  R.  Dickinson  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  new  town.  ]-]p)iert  P..  M'^tt,  trea'siircr,  and  \\  ill:ain  ]*..  Dancer, 
assessor  In  the  fall  of  1849,  quite  a  colony  of  people  emigrated  from  Stark 
county,  Ohio. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  boatxl  of  trustees  of  Auburn,  hdd  April  30. 
1853*     the  store  of  S.  B.  Ward,  it  was  resolved :  "That  in  and  from  this 

time  and  henceforth  this  town  be  incorporated  and  governed  as  provided  in 
Sec.  56,  of  chapter  108,  of  the  revised  ■statutes  of  1852."  These  laws  state 
that  a  town  may,  by  resolution,  ficcotne  incoqwrated  under  this  act,  but  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  a  surrender  of  all  the  rights  and  franchises  acquired 
under  any  former  act  of  incorporation.  The  officers  were  specified  to  remain 
the  same.  Thus,  Aubtim  was  again  incorporated,  but  to  what  advantage  it 
is  not  known.  In  the  year  1853,  also,  sidewalks  were  established  at  a  width 
of  ten  feet,  and  the  planting  of  <;liride  trees  \\as  atithnrtzed  within  the  ten 
feet.   This  was  done,  and  today  Auburn's  many  trees  beautify  tlie  town. 

The  first  hotel,  hatended  as  such,  was  kept  by  T.  J.  Freeman,  who  some 
years  afterward  built  the  hostelry  known  as  the  Franklin  House,  also  Gris- 
wotd  and  later  Auburn  House.  Samuel  Reed  v. the  first  mitn-ter  in  .Au- 
burn, represcntini,'^  the  Methodi^f  Fpiseopnl  dei  1  iininaf ion.  The  first  resident 
carpenter  was  James  R.  Cosper.  and  later  Samuel  Ralston,  Amos  Hutchin- 
son and  O.  C.  Houghton  came.  The  first  cabinet  makers  were  J.  O.  P. 
Sherlock,  John  Johnson  and  L.  Tngman.  The  first  gunsmith  was  Isaac 
Savage,  and  afterwards,  Charles  Stimely.  The  first  wagon  maker  was  Jona- 
than Hall.  Philip  Muke  was  the  first  tanner.  The  first  shoemakers  were: 
Cyrus  Smith.  A.  I'orshcc,  S.  I^itsnn :  tlu-  lir-t  harne-is  tinker,  ^^■il!tnm 
Abright;  tinner,  Isaac  Jones,  Sr.,  and  hatters,  Joseph  Garver,  John  Tiidell 
and  J.  D.  Davis.  John  Tridell  started  the  first  fotmdry  on  the  site  of  the 
postoflke. 

At  the  dose  of  the  Civil  war  Auburn  was  a  very  quiet  and  retired  vil- 
lage of  about  seven  hundred  inliahitnnts,  its  principal  features  being  two, 
long,  tree-lined  streets,  the  new  e  urt  house,  the  wrv^^len  factor}-  and  the 
academy.  The  academy  and  woolen  factory  were  afterwards  destroyed  by 
fire,  also  tiie  court  house. 
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The  early  religious,  educational,  medical  and  legal  history  of  the  present 
city  of  Auburn  is  discussed  fully  in  the  respective  chapters  dealing  with  those 
subjects. 

INCOWPOKATION  AS  CITY. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  April,  1900,  the  town  of  Auburn  was 
inrorjK  iratt  fi  as  a  city  of  tlie  fifth  class.  The  town  Ixirird  IkKI  its  last 
meetnig  on  May  4tlj,  of  tliat  year,  and  then  the  following  otticers  took  oliice 
for  the  first  time:  Mayor,  Don  A.  Garwood;  clerk»  C.  B.  Weaver;  treasurer, 
David  A.  Hodge;  marshal,  E.  Morton,  Hilkey;  cotmdJmen,  John  Zimmer- 
man, Milen  E.  Garrett,  John  B.  Rolape,  Howard  B.  McCord,  Perry  A.  Muhn 
and  Eli  T.  Cochran.  Th.ima^  H.  Sprott  became  mayor  in  1902;  J.  Y.  W. 
McGellan  in  1904;  George  O.  Denison  in  1906,  and  II.  R.  Culbertson,  the 
present  incumbent,  in  1910.  James  Y.  VV.  McClellan  will  take  the  oHice  in 
January,  19 14.  The  other  officers  of  the  city  ^t  this  date  are  :  £,  O.  Little, 
derk:  E.  E.  Shilling,  treasurer;  John  Kerran,  marshal;  J.  H.  St.  Clair, 
E.  A-  Johnson,  Frank  Shook,  T.  H.  Leasure  and  O.  J.  Wise,  councilmen.  A 
new  city  hall  i<  in  prorcss  of  construction  fur  fhc  n<;f  of  the  ritv  nfTlcial'?. 
fin:  department  and  assembly  rooms.  This  structure  i<  a  handsome  one  uf 
brick  wiiii  stt»ne  trimmings,  and  will  cost  when  completed,  thirty-five  tiiou- 
sand  dollars. 

PUBLIC  ITTIUTIES. 

Aiihurn  pn'^sc-ses  public  improvements  proportionately  equal  to  any 
other  city  in  northern  Indiana.  Five  miles  of  asphalt  paving  add  to  the 
beauty  o£  tlie  city,  and  the  streets  are  at  all  time  kept  dean  and  In  the  best 
of  condition.  Hie  absence  of  heavy  traflic  is  a  saving  factor  to  the  asphalt, 

and  consequently,  holes  and  rips  are  seldom  observed.  An  extensive  sewer- 
age system  of  about  «even  miles  is  but  another  of  the  sanitary  features  of  the 
city.  Cement  walks,  lined  with  beautiful  shade  trees,  with  the  many  artistic 
residences,  make  Auburn  typically  a  "city  of  homes." 

The  Auburn  water  and  light  works  was  constructed  in  the  year  1898, 
at  an  original  cost  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  plant  is  now  valued 
at  one  hundred  thousand  d<i]Iars,  The  water  is  drawn  from  deep  artesian 
wells,  and  is  of  tirst  qnality,  in  cleat tie<s  and  purity.  The  gas  lor  the  eity  is 
supplied  from  the  Indiana  Light  and  Heat  Company  of  Fort  Wayne,  which 
also  furnishes  the  artificial  gas  to  Garrett  and  Kendallvilte. 
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LtBRARY. 

About  seveniceii  years  ago,  when  a  cuinniittee,  of  which  Charles  Eckhart 
was  chairman,  established  a  reading  room  in  tlie  building  now  occupied  by 
the  Maze  cafe,  the  first  steps  might  be  said  to  have  been  taken  toward  the 
erection  of  an  efficient  library  for  the  public.  The  original  Culture  Club  had 
in  the  meantime  provided  a  library  for  its  members  and  others  who  contri- 
buted to  the  support  of  the  institution.  At  that  time,  however,  there  existed 
no  library  laws  as  we  now  have,  and  abandonment  of  all  these  movements 
was  necessitated  for  wmt  of  proper  support.  The  late  W.  H.  Keckler,  when 
president  of  the  Commercial  club,  became  interested  in  the  matter,  and  he 
appointed  a  committee,  but  unfortunately,  this  body  did  nothing. 

The  variou"?  c!uh?  appnintfd  delegates  who  met  conjunctively  and  Miss 
Merica  Una^'-laiKl.  then  state  I'.Iuarian.  ^n\x^  a  thf>rough  di'scussi.jn  relative 
to  the  requirements  and  the  ntcihods  of  procedure  necessary  to  vake  advan- 
tage of  the  state  law.  The  clubs  subsequently  submitted  reports  stating  the 
amounts  of  money  they  would  contribute  and  while  the  result  dcmomtrated 
the  great  momentum  the  movement  had  gained,  it  was  not  equal  to  the  sum 
necessary  for  the  fxiK-dition  o{  the  plans.  The  Tliiir^ila}  I'Aening  club  then 
districted  ihc  town  of  Auburn,  assigning  territory  tor  each  member  to  can- 
vass. The  result  was  a  subscription  which  assured  success  for  the  library. 

The  <«ganization  of  a  library  board  was  next  considered,  and  the  judge 
appointed  Charles  Eckhart,  Grace  Smith  and  H.  £.  Coe.  The  city  council 
appointed  Mrs.  J.  C.  Baxter  and  C.  M.  Brown.  The  school  board  appointed 
Dr.  l.ida  Lcasure  and  Dr.  F.  M.  Iliues.  The  initial  meeting  of  the  official 
board  was  held  July  6,  1906.  The  first  matter  to  come  up  before  the  board 
was  the  choice  of  a  site  and  the  purchase  of  the  necessary  equipment  The 
Culture  Club  donated  three  hundred  books.  A  loan  library  of  sixty  volumes 
was  given  from  another  source.  The  citizens  contributed  their  share  of  the 
money,  and  on  March  8,  1907,  the  library  was  opened,  with  Mrs.  A.  11. 
Barnes  as  its  custodian.  Mr.  Carnegie  was  appealed  to,  and  e\prcs<;«-<|  His 
willingness  to  give  twelve  thou.sand  live  hundral  dollars  toward  the  erection 
of  a  permanent  building.  Charles  Eckhart  had  previously  informed  the  boarc 
that  he  would  cheerfully  donate  the  necessary  site  for  a  lihrar\'  building. 

eckuart's  gift. 

While  the  matter  of  erecting  a  library  building  was  considered  Charks 
Eckhart  took  the  step  which  was  to  make  his  name  everlasting  in  the  history 
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of  Auburn  and  Dc-Kallj  countv,  nnri  to  strcnic^theti  the  feeling"  t-f  [jrolound  re- 
spect and  aifection  which  his  townspeople  held  fur  hini.  He  not  only  offered 
to  give  the  site  tor  the  new  library,  but  asked  to  be  allowed  to  provide  means 
lor  the  erection  of  a  magnifkent  building,  including'  all  the  equipment  and 
furnishings.  This  generous  and  wholehearted  bequest  was  accepted  by  the 
people  and  accordingly  the  ground  was  beautified  and  a  library  constructed. 
On  May  13,  1910,  the  corner  stone  \va^  laid  with  fitting  ceremony,  incKidinf? 
a  spirited  address  by  Thomas  R.  Marshall,  then  governor  of  the  slate.  The 
deed,  dated  December  15,  1909,  to  the  public  library  board  ol  the  city  of 
Auburn,  Indiana,  was  given  over  on  condition  that  tiiere  should  forever  be 
maintained  on  the  real  estate  and  building  given,  a  public  library,  witfi 
asseniljly  rooin  o|)en  at  all  reasonable  hours,  to  liO  non-sectarian  and  non-jw- 
litical.  It  was  meant  to  f>e  an  organization  for  the  advancement  of  edtication 
and  philanthropy,  and  neither  the  sale  nor  the  use  of  tobacco,  nor  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  should  ever  be  permitted  on  said  grounds. 

CLUBS  AND  SOCIETIES. 

In  190S,  the  various  clubs  of  Auburn  and  vicinity  associated  themselves 
togedmr.  ^*the  object  being  to  luring  into  communication  the  various  women's 
organizations  of  the  city  and  community,  that  they  may  compare  methods 
of  work  and  become  mutually  helpful  in  the  work  of  any  common  interest.*' 
The  organization  thus  eflfected  was  given  the  name  of  "The  U'oman's 
League."  The  clubs  holding  membership  are:  the  l>adics  Kcailing  Club, 
Ladies'  Literary  Gub,  Entre  Nous  Club,  Auburn  Culture  Club,  Richardson 
Art  Embroidery  Qub,  Utile  Dulci  Qob,  Thursday  Evening  Club,  En  Ami 
Club,  Auburn  Amateur  Musicale,  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 
The  officers  of  the  League  are:  Mrs.  J.  E.  Buchanan,  president;  Miss  Inez 
Knapp.  \  ire-president ;  Mrs.  BeuJal)  Casebeer,  secretary;  and  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Oswalt,  treasurer. 

Club  life  and  work  is  one  of  the  main  features  of  Auburn  society.  The 
assoctattons  have  always  done  dieir  work  well,  and  have  aided  materially 

in  making  Auburn  a  better  and  cleaner  city,  and  to  these  forces  is  due  a  great 
deal  of  credit  for  the  defeat  of  the  saloon  element  in  the  past  several  years. 

The  Nnhnrn  ("ouimercial  (  hih  wa-^  or^^nized  on  February  14.  1903, 
with  forty  member^,  and  now  has  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  and  titty. 
W.  H.  Schaab  is  president,  C  B.  Weaver  secretary  and  E.  W.  Hicks  treas- 
urer. The  purpose  of  this  organization  is  the  furtherance  of  civic  and  com- 
mercial interests  pertaining  to  Auburn.    The  work  done  by  these  men  is 
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directly  responsible  fur  the  present  high  standard  of  Aubuni  business  and 
munkipal  excellence. 

The  Auburn  Country  Gub  was  organized  on  April  5,  1910,  and  pur- 

chased  a  twenty-seven  acre  tract  on  East  Seventh  street.  F.  E.  Eckhart, 
John  Zimmerman,  J.  I.  Farley,  Ccnr^'c  Shepard.  A.  M.  Oswalt,  M.  L.  Green. 
H.  C.  Mc(  lung,  J.  E.  PonKToy  and  A,  L.  Kuhlnian  were  charter  meniljers. 

Besides  the  three  lotlgcs,  Indcpenflent  Order  of  Odd  i  ellows,  Masons 
and  Knights  of  Pythias,  treated  at  length  in  the  lodge  chapter,  the  following 
are  in  Auburn:  DeKalb  County  Poultry  Association,  Grand  Anny  of  the 
Republic,  DeLong  Post  Xo.  67;  Woman's  Kelief  Corps.  DeLong  Post  Xo.  2; 
Knit^lit  ^  nf  Golden  EagU .  Auhtirn  Lf  »dge  Xo.  .^5;  l^tdies  of  Gulrlen  Eagle, 
Aiibiun  TcDiple  Xo.  23;  ivnights  of  the  Maccabees,  Auburn  lent  Xn.  -i; 
Ladies  01  the  Maccabees,  Conrad  liive  Xo.  9;  Modem  Woodmen' of  America, 
Eureka  Camp  No.  3805;  Royal  Xeighbors,  Warner  Camp  Xo.  3095. 

POSTOFFICE  HISTORV. 

The  Auburn  postoffice  is  now  of  the  second  class.  Sixteen  men  are  em- 
ployed in  the  department,  including  the  postmaster  and  deputy.  There  are 
six  rural  routes  going  from  the  Auburn  oftice.  Seventeen  mail  trains  daily 
supply  the  transportation  fnr  the  mail.  The  amount  on  deiX)sit  for  the  sav- 
ing department  in  Xovemi)er,  1913.  was  a  total  of  tiftcen  thousand  dollars. 
The  amount  of  business  uf  the  office,  outside  of  money  orders,  for  the  last 
liscal  year  was  twenty-seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
sixty*eight  cents.  The  present  postmaster's  commission  is  dated  April  15, 
19 10.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  postmasters  who  have  ser\  ed 
at  Auburn,  obtained  from  Uie  Hrst  assistant  posUnaster-genend  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. ; 

Wesley  Parl^  date  of  appointment,  March  5,  1839:  Nelson  Payne,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1845 ;  Alonzo  Watkins,  May  1$,  1849;  £.  B.  Mott,  February  10,  1851 ; 

r,  R  nickiuson,  June  15,  i'  I  B.  Hoover,  December  24,  1855;  William 
C.  McCionigal,  July  15,  1858;  John  Butt,  April  (,  1859;  Wyllis  Griswold, 
March  9,  iSik);  ('.  S.  Hare,  August  27,  i860:  J.  W.  Case,  April  16,  1861; 
S.  W.  Sprott,  March  13,  1867;  J.  I).  Burr,  July  19,  1867;  William  E.  Rush, 
December  16.  1867,  J.  W.  Case,  March  19,  iS(xf  ;  S.  L.  Yandes,  August  4, 
1869;  Joseph  Ranter.  June  20,  1876;  George  W.  Gordon,  December  15,  1881 ; 
Micliael  Boland,  .August  (>,  1885;  George  W.  Gordon,  September  19,  1889; 
Silas  J.  P.raniloii.  X'^wmlior  ?.  iSV);,;  Granville  H.  Forker, :  Octoher  22. 
1897;  Thomas  A.  Carter,  January  9,  1902;  Aubrey  L.  Kuhlman,  January  23, 
1906;  Isaac  M.  Zent,  April  4,  1910. 
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YOUNG  hen's  christian  ASSOCIATION. 


Another  su|)erb  monument  to  Auburn's  notable  citizen,  Charles  Eckhart, 
is  the  handsome  building  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  com- 
pleted on  the  corner  of  North  Main  and  Fourth  streets.  This  building  is  of 
brick  and  Stone,  and  cost  about  forty  thousand  dollars.  Charles  and  Frank 
E.  Eckhart,  on  June  25,  19 12,  olTcrcd  a  substantial  sum  each,  for  the  site,  the 
building,  and  equipment  cnmpletc.  tr>  be  turned  over  to  the  city,  providing 
the  latter  would  agree  to  |)rc)vidc  a  customary  share  of  its  annual  svii)i>ort.  The 
building  was  deeded  to  a  board  of  trustees.  This  magnificent  institution  will 
have  a  well  equipped  g>'mnasium  with  all  the  modem  apparatus,  a  plunge 
bath,  several  class  rooms,  a  commodious  kitchen,  a  laige  lobby  for  general 
use,  a  room  for  the  men.  nnd  one  for  boys.  There  are  sixteen  rooms  in  the 
dormitory,  and  ten  shower  baths. 


The  Zimmerman  Manufacturing  Company  was  established  in  1873  by 
Franklin  T.  Zinuiierman,  with  a  partner  named  Watson,  as  a  planing  mill. 
Watson  sold  his  interest  to  George  B.  Zimmerman,  and  the  firm  then  became 
known  as  Zimmerman  Brothers.  This  continued  until  December  of  1876,, 
when  George  B.  sold  out  to  Eli  Zimmerman,  and  then  the  firm  name  changed 
to  Zimmerman  Company.  In  December,  \SSfy,  the  firm  was  incoqjorated 
under  the  title  of  the  Zimmerman  Manufacturing  Company,  which  cognomen 
it  still  l)cars.  The  lirst  olticers  of  the  incoriHjration  were:  Jt»hu  W.  Baxter, 
president;  Hi  Zimmerman,  secretary;  Albert  Robbins,  treasurer;  F.  T.  Zim- 
merman, general  manager.  In  18S0,  and  until  1908,  the  company  manufac" 
tured  windmilb  of  every  type.  In  1890  the  carriage  business  was  begim, 
and  in  1907.  the  automobile  industry.  The  mach{np<;  are  ascemhled  here, 
and  sliippcd  to  every  part  of  the  United  States.  The  [ne^rnl  >inict  r^  nrer 
Eii  Ziuinicrman,  president;  C.  C.  Schlatter,  vice-president;  John  Zimmerman, 
secretary-treasurer  and  general  manager.  F.  T.  Zimmerman  was  the  real 
founder,  and  acted  as  manager  until  the  spring  of  1910,  when  his  health  failed^ 
his  death  occurring  in  September  of  the  same  year.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  =;ixty-one  thousand  dollars.  The  factor\  hn<^  one  hundred 
thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space,  and  an  average  of  ninety  men  are  em- 
ployed in  all  departments. 


AUTOMOBILE  FACTORIES. 
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The  Aubtirn  Automobiic  Company  was  established  at  Aiilnirii  in  Ucio 
bci  of  ilic  year  1902.  The  business  was  begun  with  small  capacity  and  liille 
capital,  but  steadily  has  increased,  until  now  it  is  one  of  tiie  largest  automo- 
hUt  concerns  in  the  state  and  middle  west  The  first  capital  was  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  the  eleven  years  since  the  establishment  this  sum  has 
mounted  to  rive  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Charks  Eckhart  is  the  president 
01  the  corporaii<jn ;  I*" rank  E.  Kckhart,  virc-prc^^ident,  and  Morris  E.  Eckhart, 
secretary-treasurer  and  general  manager.  The  manufacture  and  assembling 
of  automobiles  is  the  sole  business  of  this  concern,  although  the  company 
at  one  time  manufactured  buggies.  Shipments  are  maM  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  to  many  foreign  countries.  The  floor  space  of  the  present 
factory  is  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-tive  thousand  square  feet,  and  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  men  are  employed  During  the  last 
three  years  the  annual  business  has  been  about  two  million  dollars. 

The  W.  H.  Mclntyre  Cbinpany  was  established  in  the  year  1883  under 
the  name  of  W.  H.  Kiblinger  Company,  and  this  company  manufactured 
carriages.  In  the  year  1009  tlic  linn  name  wa>  diani;cd  to  the  \V.  H. 
Mclntyre  Company,  wliich  it  bears  at  this  time.  The  incorporation,  how- 
ever, occurred  ten  years  previous  to  this  change  in  name.  VV.  H.  Mclntyre 
is  president  and  treasurer  of  tiiis  company,  and  H.  C  Mclntyre  is  secretary. 
The  capital  stock  is  one  htmdred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Three  plants 
are  operated  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  and  four  hundred  men  are  employed  on 
the  averaj^'e  Shipments  arc  made  I)otb  to  point':  in  the  United  States  and 
lorei^Mi  lan(l>.  Autos,  tnicks  and  cyclecars  are  inanutai lined.  One  plant, 
formerly  lucaied  just  north  of  the  Swineford  hotel,  was  destroyed  by  tire  in 
the  year  1913. 

OTBER  INtnTSTKlHS. 

Iksides  the  three  automobile  factories,  the  city  of  Anbnrn  has  two  car- 
nage factories,  a  creamery,  a  handle  factory,  a  carnage  body  factory,  an 
«xcdsior  factory,  an  artificial  ice  plant,  a  mg  factory,  a  post  card  factory, 
two  cigar  factories,  a  cigar-lighter  factory,  one  foundry,  a  douUe  fabric  tire 
reinforcing  &ctory,  a  heating  and  ventilating  company,  and  several  small 
nulls, 

STORM  OF  SEPTEMBER  29,  l8j2. 

At  tiK  opening  of  the  year  1873,  many  buildings  had  been  built  in  the 

town  of  Auburn,  and  many  others  were  in  the  process  of  construction.  Among 
the  finer  blocks  was  the  Odd  Fellows'  hall. 
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On  the  2f;th  of  September.  187^,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  terrific  gale  sprang  up  t'roni  the  Muitliuist  and  struck  the  new 
btiilding  with  a  driving  force.  Its  wall,  which  was  then  ready  for  tlie  roof, 
crumbled  under  the  pressure  and  crashed  to  the  ground,  damaging  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  on  the  east.  The  storm  once  past,  a  desolate 
and  discouraging  sight  were  the  streets  of  Aubnm.  Heaps  of  broken  stone, 
brick,  and  siilintcred  tinil^er  lay  in  profusion  in  every  direction.  Few  build- 
ings but  received  their  share  of  the  storm,  and  especially  the  Odd  Fellows' 
halL 

FALX.  OF  SNYDXS  BLOCK. 

On  Sunday  eveninp^,  April  6,  1873,  the  new  brick  block  on  Seventh 
street  known  as  Snyder's  building  fell.  For  a  few  days  before,  it  had  been 
noticed  that  the  inner  fotmdation  wall  was  weak  and  gave  indication  of  giv- 
ii^  way,  but  no  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  calamity  until  after 
the  roar  and  crash  of  the  falling  structure  announced  that  it  waS  too  late. 
Mr.  Snyder's  stock  of  farm  iniptements  inside  was  totally  destroyed,  and  the 
Ensley  building,  adjoining,  was  also  destroyed. 

DARING  BUKGLARY. 

On  Saturday  night,  Febniary  16,  1867,  the  county  treasurer's  office  at 
Auburn  was  broken  open  and  robbed  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  according 
to  reports.  The  outer  door  of  the  office  was  of  iron,  and  was  drilled  into 
and  pried  off,  and  the  wooden  doors  forced  open.  The  outer  door  of  the 
'  safe  was  cut  through  the  pands,  above  and  below  the  lode,  the  inner  bolts 
withdrawn,  and  the  door  opened.  The  money  chest  was  opened  by  steel 
wedj^es  and  bars.  The  general  work  of  the  affair  was  evidently  that  of  an 
expert  "cracksman."  Suspicion  fell  ujwn  several  parties,  and  arrests  were 
made,  but  haag  unsoecessfnl  after  several  months,  tfie  affair  was  dropped. 
A  great  deal  of  litigation  resulted,  and  in  1875  the  matter  was  settled  by  the 
county  aoceptii^  a  judgment  of  fif^-eight  hundred  dollars. 
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SBUGIOUS  BrSTORY. 


PIltST  PSBACHER. 

The  first  settlers  of  DeKail)  county  were  without  religious  privileges  of 
any  kind.  Benjamon  Alton,  of  the  Desdpl«s*  or  Campbellite  diurcb»  preached 
tiie  first  sermon  in  the  county  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1836.   For  over  a  year 

he  was  the  nnly  preacher.  He  settled  in  tlie  woods,  cleared  a  space  for  his 
home,  and  worked  hard  durinj^  the  week,  chopping  for  himself  and  for  his 
neiglilKjrs  in  order  to  earn  enmitjli  to  stock  his  larder  However,  on 
Sundays  he  luner  failed  to  don  his  hlack  coat  and  occnjiy  the  puipil.  It  is 
said  of  him,  though,  on  reliable  authority,  that  he  used  to  preach  in  the  sum- 
mer, in  his  rough  tow  pants,  without  a  coat,  and  with  a  shoe  on  one  foot 
and  a  boot  on  the  other.  This  was  not  strange  for  the  time,  however,  for 
hoots  and  shoe*  were  next  to  inipo^^iV'le  tn  obtain.  John  P  Widnev  and 
S.  W.  \\  idncy  oiue  had  one  pair  of  shoes  l)etween  them:  (»iic  uoiikl  wear 
them  on  Sunday  and  the  other  fellow  on  the  following  Sunday,  the  odd  felJow 
remaining  at  home.  John  and  Hazzard  Webster  are  said  to  have  gone  bare- 
footed many  months,  coming  to  town  for  election  in  the  same  manner. 

FIRST  MEETING. 

The  first  Methodist  two  days  meeting  was  held  near  OrangeviHe  in 

1837,  by  N.  L.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Miller.  Ixnh  then  residing  on  the  Maumee. 
Prayer  mectin<:;^s  ]ind  hcon  held  previously  by  people  of  various  dennminnfions, 
witliout  any  distinctions.  The  origin  of  the  first  one  is  thus  related  by  Judge 
Widney :  "We  had  been  in  the  cotmtry  for  some  time  without  knowit^  that 
there  was  a  praying  person  in  the  settlement  besides  ourselves,  when  one 
Sabbath,  R.  R-  Lounsbtiry  and  another  man  returning  from  Fort  Wayne 
stopped  at  my  house  and  informed  me  that  Thomas  L.  Yates,  afftrward 
judge,  was  under  conviction,  and  wished  me  to  come  and  pray  with  him.  I 


Digitized  by  Google 


D£KALO  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


197 


went,  and  found  quite  a  nunil  cr  uf  |M;rsons  in  the  house.  I  sang  and  prayed, 
and  while  praying,  noticed  that  old  Father  Rhodes  was  fervently  responding 
to  my  petitions.  1  then  san^  again  and  called  tipon  him  tn  pray,  and  while 
he  prayed  1  noticed  that  the  old  lady,  his  wife,  was  also  praying.  I  next 
called  on  her  and  found  that  old  Mother  Yates,  mother  of  tint  penitent  man. 
was  engaged,  and  so  I  called  on  her  next,  and  this  dosed  our  meeting.  After- 
ward we  held  prayer-meeting  nearly  every  Sabbatii.  at  Father  Rhodes',  my 
house,  Mr.  Lounsbury's,  Mr.  Eckhart's,  or  some  other." 

EARLY  PREACREKS  AHD  UBETINGS. 

Mr  Widney  continues:  "Revs.  Coleman  and  Warner  were  the  first 
cir(  nit  jireachers  of  the  ^Tcthndi-t  Episcopal  church  who  visited  the  settle- 
ment. 1  think  it  was  some  tunc  in  the  year  1838.  They  organized  several 
dasses  at  different  points.  Early  in  the  year  1839,  sixteen  persons  who  had 
been  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
met  at  the  home  of  Samuel  Tamey,  on  Bear  creek,  and  organized  themselves 
into  a  Mcthodi-^t  Protestant  class  T  was  oTie  <<f  the  members,  and  Samuel 
Widney,  Sr.,  was  our  leader.  Ik-  wv^'U-  in  .  jini  Dalhey.  then  at  Pitts- 
burg, to  try  to  procure  a  preacher.  He  aiisuered  lhat  we  had  better  apply 
to  Hat  Ohio  Conference.  Our  leader  then  wrote  to  the  celebrated  Nicholas 
Snethin,  at  Cincinnati.  The  letter  was  sent  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Indiana 
conference,  then  just  organized  and  holding  its  session  in  Monroe  coun^, 
and  Lewis  Hickman  came  on  as  missionary  and  orirani^efl  se\eral  classes 
and  finally,  a  circuit.  He  was  the  lirst  Methodist  i^rotestam  preacher  m 
Indiana,  north  of  the. Wabash,  so  far  as  I  know.  For  some  time  tlie  Disd- 
ples,  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Methodist  Protestant  churches  were  the  only 
ones  in  the  count}-. 

"Jonathan  Thomas  and  Bishop  Kumler  wrre  tlu-  hr-t  United  Brethren 
preachers.  They  lal)ore<l  as  missionaries  thronLili  i1k  rouiitrv  in  1S41  and 
1842.  S.  B.  Ward  was  the  first  regular  Baptist  nniusler  in  the  county.  Elders 
Cheny  and  Miner  the  6rst  Free- Will  Baptist,  and  James  Cather  the  first 
Lutheran.  Mr.  Cather  commenced  his  labors  early  in  the  year  1844,  and 
the  others  several  years  earlier." 

The  Churcli  i  f  (]od  structure  was  the  first  house  of  worsliip  I)nilt  in  the 
city  of  Auburn,  and  it  was  constructed  by  the  Presbyterians  in  pioncor  davs 
and  occupied  by  them  until  their  own  brick  church  was  erected.  Then  the 
Lutherans  used  the  building,  and  after  them,  the  Church  of  God  bought  it. 
and  used  it  until  the  spring  of  1905.  when  they  built  for  their  services  a 
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brick  churdi.  The  ground  o(  this  church  was  donated  by  the  late  W.  S. 
Ralston.  He  afterward  wished  to  buy  it  back,  and  offered  them  the  comer 
where  the  new  Church  of  God  Stands,  but  thcy  refused  to  trade  on  account 
of  the  lot  being  too  swampy. 

UKtmOWST  EPISCOPAL  CHUKCH. 

There  are  eleven  org^anizatinns  and  ten  churches  of  the  Methodist  de- 
nomination in  UeKalb  county,  ihere  is  one  cliurch  building  in  Auburn. 
Garrett,  Corunna,  Waterloo,  Butler  and  Spencerville,  the  others  being  in  the 
country  districts.  The  first  organizations  were  made  in  the  year  1839,  fay 
the  early  pioneer  settlers,  nearly  all  of  whitm  have  been  long  since  called 
from  labor  to  reward.  In  the  early  days,  the  "circuit  rider"  was  much  in 
evidence;  in  fart,  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  \cars  the  safest  and  mo?t  ron- 
venient  way  to  reach  the  different  appointments  was  on  horseback,  and  the 
pioneer  preadiers  rarely  made  their  appointments  oftener  than  once  in  two 
weeks,  and  in  some  cases,  once  in  four  weeks,  frequently  hokling  services  in 
private  homes,  wherever  a  few  people  could  be  brought  together.  The 
younger  pastors  of  thf  |»r«-<ciit  day  cat)  hardly  comprcluiul  the  >acrifui'  and 
hardships  of  the  carl\  (lay  pastor  and  the  ainnnnt  of  lalor  he  was  required 
to  perform  for  the  meager  salary  that  he  received.  Yet  the  people  of  those 
days  seemed  to  have,  and  I  believe  did  have,  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
preadied  word  than  people  do  now. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Auburn,  Indiana,  was  organized 
in  the  year  iS^^n.  hy  Rev.  Samuel  Reed,  a  very  brilliant  young  minister  who 
died  at  a  comparatively  early  age.  He  was  greatly  aidetl  by  Wesley  Park, 
the  foimder  of  the  town.  This  was  first  called  the  St.  Joe  Mission.  Rev. 
Geo.  M.  Beswick  was  the  presiding  elder.  To  Wesley  Park  was  given  much 
credit  in  forming  this  first  class,  which  ntimbered  forty-two  souls.  He  also, 
in  a  few  years,  organized  the  first  Sabbath  school  and  was  a  g^rcat  help  to  the 
church  all  his  life.  The  fir-tt  rhnrrli  was  built  in  the  year  1843,  .it  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  court  square,  and  later  a  lecture  room  was  added  in  the 
rear.  As  the  town  enlat^^ed,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  take  a  location 
farther  from  the  bteiness  center,  so  in  the  summer  of  1878,  under  the  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  J.  E.  Ervin,  this  building  was  moved  to  the  lot  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  \'ati  I'ltren  and  St'\cn!!i  ■street-  niic!  [ilarfi!  at  tin-  back  jiart  of 
the  lot  so  that  there  would  be  room  to  <,  rci  t  a  new  church  as  soon  as  thought 
best,  and  in  the  summer  of  1890,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  II.  M.  Lamport, 
the  sfdendid  new  brick  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  near  tv^enty  thou- 
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aand  dollars.   This  was  used  with  but  little  change  until  the  suimner  of 

1912,  when  improvements  were  made  in  an  enlarged  basement  with  ocmcnt 
floor,  a  mode!  kitchen  and  dininq;  room,  a  new  steam  heating  pbiit.  imi)r()\  td 
lights,  frescoing  and  refinishing  all  woodwork,  improvements  on  the  pipe 
ofgan  and  coric  Umdeum  on  tiie  fkiors,  all  at  a  cost  of  afMKit  five  thousand 
dollars,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Fred  F.  Thomburg.  In  the  fall  o(  1896, 
after  the  new  church  was  built  and  the  old  one  so!  !  and  rennAcd,  the  old 
par5:nnnfje  \va<5  moved  lo  the  rear  of  tlic  new  cliurch  and  repaired  and  used 
until  1903,  \\  hen  a  new  parsonat^e  was  jinrcliased  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Fifth  and  V  an  liurm  streets,  all  making  by  far  the  most  valuable  and  commo- 
dious church  {ffoperty  of  any  in  the  city  or  county.  The  present  membership 
is  about  five  hundred  and  fifty,  with  a  large  Sunday  school  of  about  the  same 
enrollment 

The  pnstdrs  who  sticccedi-d  Rev.  Reed  in  1830  were:  In  18-14.  I-'nocb 
Holdstock;  1845,  James  Sparr;  1846:  F.lijah  Lillison  and  J.  P.  Jones;  1847, 
W.  J.  Forbes  and  E.  Hall:  1848,  S.  Lamb  and  R,  Maynard;  1849,  S.  Lamb 
and  James  Sewell;  1850.  J.  J.  Cooper:  1851,  J.  H.  Payton;  1852,  M.  M. 
Hann:  1853,  James  Sewell;  1H54,  J.  W,  Welch,  two  years;  1856,  Isaac 
Ayres;  1857,  K.  S.  Preston  and  a  supply;  1858,  Isaac  Dean:  t!^5<;,  Thomas 
Comstock.  two  years:  r86r,  S  H.  Clark  and  J.  Mann;  1862,  C.  VV.  Lynch 
and  M.  E.  Hansley.  two  years;  18(^4,  J.  W.  Miller:  1865,  C  Hoover;  1866, 
Emanuel  Hall,  two  years;  i8ri8.  William  Comstock,  two  years;  1870.  Eman- 
uel Hj}]l;  1871,  A.  W.  Lamport;  1872,  Albert  Cone,  two  years;  1874,  J.  W. 
Wdch,  three  years;  1877,  J.  E.  Ervin,  two  \ear^:  1879;  H.  J.  Norris,  three 
years:  1882,  W  TI.  Daniel;  1883.  C.  W.  Church  and  C.  L.  Gippinger.  three 
years;  1886,  H.  M.  J^miport,  four  ycar<:  iSqi.  A.  S.  Wooten,  four  years; 
J895,  J.  K.  Walts,  two  years;  1897,  L.  M.  Guild,  three  years;  1901,  L.  M. 
Krider,  four  years;  1905,  M.  A,  Harlan,  two  years;  1907.  W.  B.  Freeland, 
three  years;  iqfo,  Fred  F.  Thomburg  three  years. 

The  societies  are:  The  Ladies'  Aid,  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
cict\ .  also  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  the  Epworth  League  and  Junior 
League. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  Garrett  by  the  Rev. 
J.  W.  Welch  in  1875.  He  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  church  in  Auburn 
and  came  to  Garrett  to  hc4d  meetings.  These  meetings  were  held  in  a  (dace 

just  east  of  where  the  i)rescnt  church  starnls  and  was  known  as  "TTie  Taber- 
nacle." Thi«  tahernacle  had  nothitiL;  hut  a  sawdust  f?oor.  and  wa-s  sided  with 
rough,  up-and-down  siding.  As  near  as  can  be  foimd  the  first  members  were 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Stoner,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Philbrick,  Mrs.  Anna  Keneskie,  Mis$ 
Sticktiey,  Mrs.  Marsh.  Mrs.  Parker  and  .several  others. 

In  the  .spring  of  1876.  Rev.  fieorse  .\danis  was  appointed  to  Garrett, 
being  the  first  regularly  apixjintcd  paiitor  of  tliis  diurch.  During  this  year 
the  preaching  place  was  moved  to  an  old  fninie  building  that  liad  fonneiiy 
been  used  as  a  saloon,  standing  on  Cowen  street  where  the  fire  department 
house  now  stands  In  the  spring  of  1877  Rev.  Beneville  Sawyer  succeeded 
Rev.  Adatns.  and  muln  liis  control  prosjxTitN  <Ia\viu-<l  n|Hiii  tlio  littlf  <oricty. 
Xcw  nicnilxT'?  were  acUie<l  and  trany  helped  the  church  who  were  not  num- 
bers. .\lx)ut  ilie  close  of  his  pa.storatc,  the  front  jiart  01  the  church  buikhng 
was  erected  and  dedicated.  In  1879  Rev.  H.  Suthertin  was  pastor.  In  1880 
Rev.  S.  T.  Stout  came,  and  in  the  next  year  the  church  was  supplied  by  dif- 
ferent nun  In  18S2  Re\.  W.  K.  McCarty  was  pastor  and  remained  one 
year,  whvn  he  was  followed  in  1883  by  Rev.  Chauncey  King,  who  served 
three  years.  In  1886  Rev.  \^^  R.  Jones  was  appointed  to  the  charge  and 
remained  until  1891.  During  the  time  he  was  here  the  church  was  built  to 
its  fullest  extent.  In  1891  Rev.  A.  L.  Lamport  was  appointed  to  this  charge 
and  remained  a  little  o\er  three  years.  Rev.  M.  E.  Xethercut  followed  and 
in  1895  Rev.  G.  B.  Work  took  charge,  to  be  succeeded  the  next  year  by  Rev. 
J.  B.  Book.  Tht'  year  iScj/  saw  the  coming  of  Rev,  T,  M.  Haines  for  a  term 
of  five  years.  In  190J  Rev.  J.  .\.  Patterson  took  up  the  work;  tn  1905  Rev. 
P.  E.  Powell  had  diarge,  and  in  1908  Rev.  D.  V.  Williams.  He  continued 
until  1911,  when  he  was  followed  by  the  present  able  and  efficient  pastor. 
Rev.  Charles  Tinkham. 

At  t!ie  I)eginning  nf  the  present  prr^torat--  ihere  was  a  very  s1n>nc:  feel- 
ing that  the  church  buiUliiig  was  not  adeijuate  to  the  needs  of  the  grow  ing 
congregation.  During  the  sunnuer  of  191 1  the  proposition  of  erecting  a  new 
church  was  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  church  for  their  vote.  The 
result  was  an  almost  unanimous  vote  for  a  new  edilke.  Plans  for  subscrip- 
tion were  laid,  and  by  Jaiuiary  i,  19 ij.  the  past<ir  had  taken  subscriptions 
amounting  to  nearly  seventeen  thmisntKl  i!]ar>  On  June  I  the  trustees 
purchased  the  new  location  at  the  corner  01  Lowen  and  Huston  streets, 
agreeing  to  pay  four  thotmnd  dollars  for  the  site.  Plans  were  submitted  to 
the  church  authorities  and  the  architect  and  contractor  selected,  with  the 
result  that  at  this  time  the  work  upon  the  handsome  ncw  Methodist  Episeopa' 
church  is  practicallv  tntislied.  The  church  will  cost,  when  completed,  about 
twffity  thousand  dollars. 

1  lie  present  memi>ership  of  (he  church  in  Garrett  is  alxnil  four  hiuidred 
and  twenty-five.   The  Sunday  school  averages  almttt  two  hundred  and  sev- 
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cnty-five  memliers.  The  Epworth  League  has  a  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  Mtyf  the  Junior  league  one  hundred  and  ten.  There  are  two  missionary 
societies,  the  home  and  the  foreign.  There  is  also  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society, 
composed  of  all  the  women  of  the  church. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Waterloo  first  used  a  setninaiy 
building.  The  brick  church  was  constructed  in  1885,  but  in  Octobier,  1886, 
it  burned,  and  was  rebuilt  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  W.  D.  Parr  in  188^, 
at  a  cost  of  fifty-five  humlred  dollars. 

The  present  ituinlrrship  is  seventy,  ntitl  flu-rf  is  progressive  Sunday 
school  of  sixty-five  people.  There  is  also  a  nnssionary  and  tem|)erance  so- 
ciety. The  Epworth  League  does  not  hold  devotional  meetii^.  but  assists 
in  sust^ning  a  missionary  in  India.  There  is  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  which 
is  active  in  taking  charge  of  the  finances  and  ke^ihig  the  diurcfa  and  parson- 
age in  ^ood  repair. 

The  pastt)rs  who  have  •<rrved  (liis  church  a-nl  tin-  date  of  thfir  services 
is  as  follows:  Revs.  W.  M.  VanSlyke,  1884;  W.  D.  Parr.  1885;  H.  C. 
Smith.  1888;  L.  A.  Retts.  1890:  J.  \V.  DeWeese,  1891:  E.  F.  Albertson. 
1892;  W.  S.  A.  Bridge.  1893:  C  L.  Weaver,  1894;  F.  L.  Erlongher,  1895; 
W.  F.  Dingd,  1898;  J.  D.  Belt,  1900:  D.  J.  Hower,  igoi :  L.  A.  Retts.  1903: 
r  H  Murray.  1904:  R.  D.  Pevin.  1907;  E.  E.  Bergman,  1909;  N.  L.  Stam- 
baugh,  1910;  R.  F.  Iluhhartt.  191 1,  and  Carl  E.  Bash,  1913. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  society  at  Butler  was  organized  about  1839 
at  "the  comers,''  before  any  town  had  been  estaUished.  Four  years  later 
the  society  began  holding  meetings  one  mile  north  of  the  present  site  of  But- 
ler, at  the  home  of  John  McCurdy.  .After  eighleen  iiinnt!i>;  another  removal 
was  made  to  the  sdionl  hmisc  nt  the  corners,  and  the  mfiiilifixlii])  at  mire 
increased  from  fifteen  to  nmeiv.  Mr.  .McCurdv  was  then  living  on  a  fanti 
later  owned  by  Jeremiah  Lewis.  The  frame  church  was  built  in  1855  and 
1856,  at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  first  pastor  of  the  society  was 
Rev.  Jesse  Sparks.  The  pastor^  who  followed  him  until  the  present  time 
were:  Revs  John  Paul  Jones.  Met/.  Lamb.  J.  J.  C'oo(ier.  Lynch.  I^import, 
C.  II.  Wi!kifi>on.  D.  C.  Wool  1  pert :  VV.  .S.  Stewart,  1R85-7;  A.  Cone,  1888-9; 
F.  M.  Stone.  1890-2;  J.  S.  Kane.  1893-4;  C.  E.  Disbrow.  1895-7-;  T.  F. 
Freeh,  189S-1903:  H.  C.  Smith,  1904-5;  C.  H.  Myers.  1905-7;  E.  F.  .Albert- 
son,  1907-12;  W.  H.  Brighlmire.  191 2-14.  The  present  brick  church  was 
built  in  i88<;,  and  is  valued  at  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  parsonage  was 
constructed  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  l-'recb  There  are  (wo  hundred 
and  eighty  memlx;r.s  of  the  church,  and  in  the  Sunday  school  arc  two  hundred 
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and  fifty.  The  societies  are  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  the  Woman's  Foreign 

Missionar)'  Societ\  and  the  Epworth  League  for  young  peo|ite. 

TIiL-  Methodist  l".i)iscopal  church  at  SfK-ncprvillc  has  an  cnrolhuent  of 
one  huridied  and  \ cnty-two  members,  with  a  Sunday  >;rhnnl  of  one  hun- 
dred and  four.  Tlie  pastorate  is  in  cliargc  of  Kev.  Artlnir  dordon  at  this 
time.  Since  1894  the  pastors  have  been :  Revs.  Simons,  K.  H.  Peters.  C.  B. 
Sweeney,  D.  A.  J.  Brown.  C.  A.  Burt,  Homer  Elliott.  The  Ladies*  Aid 
Society  is  active  in  the  church, 

MliTHOniST  J'KOTKSTA.NT  CltUKCHES. 

The  Methodist  Protestant  organization  at  St.  Joe  was  brought  into 
existence  in  the  venr  of  1886,  and  from  those  humble  hec^innings  has  devel- 
oped into  a  hii-'tlirr:  ami  prnijrc^';ive  «;ociety  of  one  huiidrcil  members.  Rev. 
W .  II.  Linebcrry  was  the  pastor  who  assisted  in  organizing  the  church.  The 
church  edifice  was  built  in  1888,  the  same  year  as  the  Disciples  church.  The 
building  cost  thirty-five  hundred  dollars.  At  this  writing.  Rev.  G.  C.  Mc> 
Casltn  is  in  diarge  of  the  society.  The  first  trustees  were  Frank  Ingle. 
Geortye  Bleeks  and  Sol  Barney.  The  .'Sunday  xhoril.  I.adlis'  Aid  Society 
and  Christian  J^ndcavor  add  greatly  tr>  the  intciesl  of  the  ciuirch.  The 
Methodist  Protestant  society  has  smali  cluirches  at  Concord  and  Fairvicw 

The  Rehoboth  Methodist  Protestant  church  was  organized  sometime  in 

the  year  1840.  at  the  cabin-home  of  Sanuiel  Tarney.  The  charter  members 
were:  Amariah  Johnson  and  wife,  Nathan  Wyatt  and  wife.  Abraham  John- 
son and  wife,  John  Wyatt  and  wife,  William  R.  Moore  and  wife,  Samuel 
Tamey  and  wife,  William  A.  Squires  and  wife,  and  Samuel  Widney  and 
wife.  These  sixteen  persons  constituted  the  first  church  organization  in 
Jackson  township  which  was  known  as  the  Hear  Creek  cla'is.  There  l>eing  no 
chinch  h(>ii<:c.  services  were  held  at  the  cabin  It' *iius  of  the  early  settlers;  for 
some  tune  later  the  res'idnr  >»ervices  were  held  in  a  l.>j;r  ^cfionlhotwc  located  nn 
the  farm  of  Amariah  Johnson,  now  owned  by  William  j<ihn>on.  Special 
meetings  were  either  held  in  the  groves  or  at  the  double  log  bams  of  the 
settlers. 

Some  years  later  a  churdi  was  built  a  short  distance  north  of  the  log 
sch'iol  houvo.  Tlic  fniildins^  was  a  frame  structure  and  was  con>;id(Tcd  finite 
elalii  irate  at  tiiat  earlv  dav.  This  church  was  known  as  the  Hear  Creek 
church.  Here  services  were  held  until  the  tall  of  1881,  when  the  old  church 
was  considered  unsafe  and  was  abandoned.  This  old  butldmg  was  the  scene 
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of  many  a  gracious  revival  and  many  hearts  were  made  happy  in  a  Savior's 
love  After  abandoning^  the  old  church,  the  place  of  holding  services  was  at 

the  Bear  Creek  schoolhousc.  a  half  mile  west.  Under  the  pastorate  of  the 
late  Rev.  F.  M.  llussy,  during  the  winter  of  i88r  and  1882,  an  effort  wa<5  put 
forth  for  the  erection  of  a  new  chnrch  house.  It  was  with  some  difficulty 
that  a  suitable  location  could  be  found. 

It  was  finally  decided  to  build  on  the  site  where  the  Rehoboth  church 
now  stands,  and  the  buitdbg  was  ocxmpleted  at  a  cost  of  twenty-one  hundred 
dollars.  Owing  to  tlic  difficulty  in  securing  a  location,  Mr.  John  S.  Boots,  one 
of  the  donors,  tliuus^ht  that  (he  proper  name  for  the  church  should  be  Reho- 
both. and  wished  the  honor  of  naming  it,  which  privilege  was  accorded  him. 
In  the  fall  of  19 13,  this  church  house  underwent  repairs  ot  the  extent  of 
eight  htmdred  dollars.  To  he  in  keeping  with  the  pn^ress  of  the  time,  a 
basement  has  been  put  under  the  church,  a  furnace  and  modem  lighting  sys- 
tem installed,  and  an  addition  made. 

The  first  reli^iotiR  service  held  in  Jackson  township  was  at  the  home  of 
William  Watson  in  1839,  and  the  preacher  was  Rev.  James  T.  Robe,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 

Rev.  I^is  Htddan,  missionary  of  the  Meduxlist  Protestant  church, 
came  to  Jackson  township  in  1841,  and  orr  a d  a  churclL  Today  there 
are  in  the  trnvn'^hip  ^cvcrrd  hurches:  namely,  Church  of  God,  Methodist 
Protestant  and  United  Brethren. 

THE  GBRHAN  METHOIHST  CHDRCH. 

In  1873,  a  church  reinforced  in  numbers  by  the  increasing  population 
of  Auburn  came  prominently  into  notice.  The  <:oriety  of  German  Method- 
ists had  an  unorganized  existence  in  the  town  from  a  very  early  date.  Min- 
isters of  this  denomination  held  services  at  private  houses  on  such  occasions 
as  bixnight  them  to  this  neighborhood,  bitt  the  scarcity  of  numbers  precluded 
attempt  at  forn:in[^  a  suciefy.  Rev.  John  Schneider  was  probably  the  pioneer 
preacher  in  this  locality. 

On  November  i,  1838.  Rev  V.  I\uif  i>riat)i/od  what  wa.s  known  a*?  the 
Kendallville  circuit,  of  whicli  Auburn  was  an  appointment,  although  preach- 
ing was  at  first  at  a  point  north  of  town.  This  minister,  who  is  recognized 
as  the  founder  of  the  Aubiurn  society,  served  for  two  years.  The  original 
membership  consisted  of  George  and  Catherine  Eckhart,  Herman  and  Eva 
Froelich,  Elizabeth  Pullman,  John  and  Caroline  Raesch.  John  and  Frederika 
Steffin,  F.  Raut.  Sr.,  Charles  Raut,  Jr.,  Maria  and  Charlotte  Raut 
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The  first  ofTicers  chosen  were  George  I'roelicli.  exhorter,  and  George  Eck- 
hart,  steward    Xo  trustees  to  mark  ofKcial  existence  were  elected  until  about 

twelve  years  later. 

The  ininicdiate  successors  of  Reverend  Ruff  were:  A.  Gerlach,  i860; 
J.  C.  Weidnian,  1862;  G.  Schwinn,  1863;  C.  A.  Militzer,  1867;  Henry  Krilt, 
1869;  A.  Meyer,  1871. 

Fritin  there  were  generally  assistant  preachers  setit  nn  the  Kendall- 

villf  circmt,  w  hn  mostly  lived  at  Auburn.  Joseph  Kern  was  the  hrst  of  these, 
lie  was  foilowed  by  G.  Weiler,  of  l"ort  Wayne,  succeeded  In'  J.  1-aniprecht 
who  remained  two  years  and  co-oi)eratcd  with  Rev.  Meyer  to  establish  tl» 
churdi  upon  a  strong  and  enduring  basis.  These  ministers  conducted  a  pro- 
tracted meeting:  in  1872,  which  brought  about  a  revival  and  ten  conversions. 
The  Sunday  school  wrss  rirsani/cd  in  1872,  and  contiiuied  until  1880,  when 
it  was  closed  for  a  number  of  years.  The  socict}'  in  t8-_j  rr>tisidered  the 
question  of  a  church  lot  and  building.  To  secure  the  former  a  committee  of 
three  persons  was  appointed  on  May  25,  1874.  The  committee,  Frederick 
Raut,  Charles  Rant  and  John  Raesch  chose  the  lot  upon  which  the  church 
afterward  stood. 

F\\c  rnciiiher^  Iiad  in  the  meanwhile  been  elected  l>v  the  quarterlv  rnTi- 
terence  al  Keuiiallviile  as  trustees  of  Emanuel  Methtidist  Episcoiwl  (.hurch, 
namely;  F.  Raut.  C.  Raut,  J.  Racsch,  II.  Waricnslcben,  and  John  Lolmiilier. 
These  parties,  August  24th,  bought  of  Andrew  Mayer  of  Noble  coimty,  the 
lot  selected,  paying  for  the  same  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  promptly 
tock  measures  for  the  erection  thereon  of  a  frame  meeting  house.  The  church 
was  o<>Hi]t]ctc(l  aitil  dedicated  !n-  Rw  Ruhon-i,  nf  Fort  Wavnc.  and  the  ri>>t 
was  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  After  sul)scri|)tious  had 
aU  been  collected  there  remained  a  deficit  of  two  hundred  dollars,  which  was 
paid  by  the  Church  Extension  Society  of  the  Central  German  Conference. 
In  i8()2  a  parsonage  w.i^  huilt  for  fourteen  hundred  dollars. 

Tfu-  pa<frtr<  have  been:  John  15(Klmcr.  1874;  William  Mtieller.  1876; 
H.  Buddenl)aur.  1879:  A.  Gerlich.  1881  ;  J.  C  Gommd.  1882:  I  11  Scliim- 
ujelptinig.  1885;  Johji  Haas,  1886;  II.  Rogatsky.  1891.  Assistant  and  resi- 
dent ministers  for  the  same  time  have  been :  C.  Treuschel,  William  Conxel- 
mann.  \V.  Hamp,  G.  Moehring,  C.  Henke.  S.  P.  Spechman,  A.  C.  Baur,  D. 
Dobbick,  \\  Roget^b)  and  C.  Bl  Koch.  The  Sunday  school  was  organized 
in  1 890  by  Rev.  Dobbick. 

At  present,  this  church  has  a  \  ery  small  congregation  and  is  .supplied  by 
visiting  pastors. 
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THE  FEESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

The  Presbjrterian  society  in  Auburn  was  oiganized  in  the  fall  of  1846. 
Auburn  first  belonged  to  the  Logansport  Presbytery;  but  this  being  divided, 

it  was  transferred  to  the  Fort  Wayne  Presbytery.  Kc\ .  Bliss,  who  was  first 
as^igTK-d  tu  thi<;  [ilace  \va<  stntcd  stipply  until  the  spring  of  1856,  at  that  time 
the  niembirship  numbering  forty-lhrce.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  Rc\ .  I'.flvvard 
Wright  took  charge;  in  1863,  Rev.  Charles  A.  Munn,  and  from  i&bb  tlie 
church  was  for  a  short  interval  without  services.  Then  Rev.  C  A.  Evans 
was  here  for  two  years.  After  another  interval,  in  the  spring  of  1872  Rev.  J. 
Emory  Fisher  began  services  oti  alternate  Snndays.  Rev.  Henry  Johnson 
came  in  the  spring  of  if^74.  and  remained  until  the  fall  of  i?So.  During  his 
pastorate,  in  the  fall  nf  1876,  a  brick  strncture  was  erected  on  the  comer  of 
Jackson  and  Tweii'tli  streets,  costing  six  thousand  dollars;  it  was  dedicated 
in  January,  1877.  The  trustees  were  E.  D.  Hartman,  S.  B.  Miller,  Joseph 
Albright  and  Richard  Elson. 

The  early  pastors  were:  Charles  A.  Miinn,  Charles  Evans,  Levi  C.  Littell, 
J.  B.  Fowkr.  1871 :  J.  E.  Fisher,  Henry  Johnston.  \V.  F.  Mathews  until  i88_'; 
H.  U.  MeCord,  G.  W.  Barr  until  1884;  D.  S.  Stephens,  Henry  A,  Sawyers  in 
1886,  and  George  Wade  Healy  in  1891.  In  1895  Frank  C.  Colvin  took 
charge  of  the  church,  and  remained  until  1897,  when  Rev.  Henry  A.  Arlcn 
supplied.  In  1900  the  church  in  Auburn  was  vacant,  and  in  1901  Rev. 
Thoma<  F  I'»nrrows  sup]tlied.  In  1902  Rev.  A^lu  r  11.  Brand  was  hen-,  and 
duritig  hi>  jiastoratc  the  parsonage  was  built.  In  kkiX  Rev.  Walter  M.  I  'lliott 
came  and  remained  until  191 1,  when  the  present  etiicient  pastor,  Robert  I. 
Platter,  took  chai^ 

The  church  at  present  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  members,  and  the  Sun- 
day school  enrollment  tf)tals  one  hundred  and  iwenty-fivc.  The  s  H-ii  'ics  in 
t!ie  cliurch  arc:  the  l.adie«'  Home  and  Fnreiq;n  M;--iiinar\-  Socii'ty,  the  Ladies' 
Aid  Society,  the  Christian  Endeavor,  and  the  Westminster  (iuild. 

The  Presbyterian  church  in  Garrett  is  yet  a  small  denomination,  but  is 
rapidly  growing  and  in  the  near  future  promises  to  be  a  thriving  and  laige 
society. 

The  first  attcm|)t  to  organize  a  Presbyterian  society  in  Garrett  was  made 
in  1903  and  1904  by  Kev  F  F  Knirkorhorker.  now  in  missionary  work  at 
Ningpo,  China,  Rev.  Knickerbocker  writes  the  following  in  regard  to  tlie 
futile  attonpt  at  that  dme :  "Nearly  the  first  work  I  did  alter  being  trans- 
ferred from  Nebraska  to  Indiana  was  that  of  looking  up  the  need  in  Garrett. 
What  a  time  I  had  of  it,  too,  but  I  enjoyed  the  work  nevertheless.   My  head- 
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quarters  were  at  the  leading  hotel.    I  entered  every  house,  slore  and  shop  in 

the  city  that  was  entetable.  When  tiie  canvas  was  completed  I  had  a  list  of 
more  than  seventy  people  who  were  material  for  the  forming  of  a  Presbyterian 

churcli.  Nearly  all  were  members  of  a  Presbyterian  church  somewhere,  and 
all  were  mcniTxT'?  of  some  «;ort  of  church,  while  only  about  a  dozen  of  them 
were  \\orkit»g  with  «>r  niernWrs  of  any  church  in  Garrett.  A  few  days  after 
this  canvas  began  I  hired  a  dance  hall,  rented  a  stove  and  a  few  Urnips,  bought 
wood,  engaged  a  janitor,  and  began  meetii^;s»  which  htsted  over  two  weeks. 
W'liat  .1  ti  ne  of  blizzard  it  w  is'  \  handful  of  people  vvould  come  one  evening. 
The^o  I  uDuId  £,'atlu  r  in  a  circle  nrniin<i  the  stove,  and  \vc  nil  «at  while  I  con- 
ducted a  Dible  study.  At  the  close  of  the  meetintf  s.omc  one  would  remark, 
'Well!  It  seems  very  strange  that  the  people  do  not  tai<e  an  interest  in  things.' 
The  next  night  tiiese  people  would  not  come,  and  another  small  lot  would  take 
tiieir  place.  Things  went  on  like  this  night  after  night  One  good  brother 
came  nearly  every  evening.  He  was  the  real  goods.  But  one  night — a  ter- 
rible m^ht — no  one  came.  Half  an  hour  after  time  for  the  tneetintr  to  bcs^in. 
I  stc[)])e(l  to  the  foot  of  the  stairs  and  fastened  the  door,  so  that  ni>  one  mitjlit 
disturb  thr  meeting.  Then  1  spent  an  hour  in  Bible  study  and  prayer.  1  hat 
was  really  the  most  enoonraging  time  of  alt,  for  at  the  end  ^re  was  not  a 
discouraging  word." 

Rev.  Knickerbocker  was  finally  compelled  to  relinquish  his  efforts  in 
behalf  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Cnrrett,  and  upon  the  comin»  of  the  next 
pastor  the  society  disbanded.  Knickerbocker  writes  of  his  successor: 
"Whether  he  broke  the  dmrch  or  the  church  broke  him,  or  dse  a  mutual 
Ineaking,  I  am  not  sure." 

In  the  fall  of  1907  steps  were  again  taken  to  organize  a  church  in 
darrctt,  and  in  K)oR  n  pcrmnnenl  'inciefv  wa<:  effected.  Charles  C  Sterlint^ 
was  the  fif^t  pastor  called,  and  he  was  followed  by  W.  A.  Service  and  Edgar 
L.  Buchanan.  The  latter  is  the  present  pastor,  having  come  here  from 
Lafayette,  Indiana*  in  December,  191 1.  The  present  directors  of  the  church 
are:  Dr.  G.  Alh'son,  C.  E.  Leightner,  E.  M.  McKennan,  W.  A.  QifEord,  E.  C. 
Moughler,  Elders  are:  C.  E.  Leightner,  W.  A.  Clifford,  E.  C  Moughler, 
Jolm  W.  Brown.  William  C.  Robtnpon  and  A.  P.  Moore.  The  roni?re<37ition 
worships  at  present  in  the  German  Methodist  building,  but,  as  the  latter 
society  is  very  small,  the  Presbyterians  contemplate  leasing  the  church 
entirely  for  their  own  use;  tfras  it  will  be  known  as  the  First  Presbyterian 
diurch.  The  church  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty  members,  with  a 
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Sunday  school  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  members.  There  arc  two  societies 
in  fhe  diurdi,  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  Woman's 
Helpers. 

The  Presbyterian  church  at  Waterloo  was  organized  or  [if  -  1863,  by 
Rev.  C.  Ford,  with  the  followincr  constituent  members:  i'.  H.  Ximmons, 
Mary  Ximniuns,  James  Jx»ckhart,  Kobcrt  M.  Lockharl,  lili/al>eth  Lockhart, 
Abraham  McCoy,  EUzabcth  McCoy,  Mahlon  Ximmons,  Louisa  Nimmons, 
£dward  Craft,  J.  E.  Rutan,  Keziah  Rutan,  Joseph  Mills,  J.  N.  Mills,  Jane 
Smith.  Jane  Madden,  J.  H.  Boon,  Mary  Hines,  Celestia  Hutchison,  Laura 
Hutchison,  A.  A.  Howard,  Sarah  A.  Howard  and  Rachel  Moore.  The  first 
ruling  elders  were  P.  B.  Nimmons,  Robert  Lockhart  and  A.  A.  Howard. 
The  church  building,  a  frame  stnictm-e  on  Maple  street,  was  erected  in  1867, 
at  ft  cost  of  three  thousand  dollars.  The  first  pastor,  Rev.  Edward  Wright, 
was  there  from  1863  to  r866.  Other  pastors  who  followed  were:  C.  A. 
Munn,  L.  C  TJttcII,  J  T5  Fowler,  Henry  Jr)hnson,  W.  F.  Mathews,  J.  D.  Mc- 
Cord.  and  G.  W.  Barr.  Rev.  W.  H.  Chase,  livint;  at  Auburn,  has  charge  of 
the  church  at  present.  There  are  almiit  sixtv-five  active  members  of  the 
church.  The  church  society  is  a  progressive  one  and  a  great  aid  to  the  town 
of  Waterloo. 

ram  cskistian  cburcrxs. 

The  Christian  church  in  Auhiim  was  organized  in  the  winter  of  1902  by 
Rev.  J.  N.  Wilson,  who  was  the  first  pastor.  The  succeeding  pastors  have 
been:  J.  A.  Brown,  C.  H,  Earenfight,  John  Lennox,  Frank  Nixon,  Fred 
Thomas,  and  at  present  Rev.  C.  W.  Mahin  fills  the  pulpit  The  church  build- 
ing was  constructed  in  1907,  and  cost  thirty-two  hundred  dollars. 

There  are  two  hundred  members  of  the  church  at  present,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  live  in  the  Snnda}"  school.  The  societies  are:  The  Ladies' 
Aid,  Ladies'  Auxilliary,  Christian  Endeavor  and  the  Christian  Woman's 
Board  of  Mtsmons. 

The  Gu-istian  church  of  Garrett  was  oi^anized  in  the  year  1907  by  Rev. 
O.  L.  Hull,  and  his  first  congregation  numbered  twenty-eight  members. 
When  he  left,  after  three  yesrs*  meritorious  service,  he  had  enrolled  over 
two  hundred  and  fifty  people.  The  pastor?  who  have  followed  him  are: 
Revs.  John  H.  Swift,  L.  C.  Brink,  L.  M.  Nesmith,  B.  O.  Borten,  and  the 
present  pastor  is  J.  W.  Borden.  The  sodely  bought  a  hall,  formerly  used 
for  meetings,  on  Ring  stecet,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-six  hundred  dolhrs,  and 
herein  the  loyal  membership  of  two  htmdred  and  fifty  people  hold  their 
servi^.  The  Sunday  school  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifteen.   The  Ladies' 
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Aid  Society  is  a  prominent  factor  in  the  good  work  done  by  the  church,  and 
it,  with  the  congregation  as  a  whole,  is  working  'hard  to  make  the  church 
one  of  the  strcmgest  in  the  city. 

The  Church  ot  Christ  at  Butler  was  organized  hy  John  Ailsworth  in 
the  I.utliernn  church,  on  March  i,  1870,  with  the  following  charter  members: 
G.  H.  Young,  Mar)'  Young,  Sarah  Younc:,  F..  Olmstead.  Frank  Rcvnnlfl^, 
Lucy  Reynolds.  Mrs.  Rovvc,  Frederick  liuffman,  Elizabeth  Huffman,  Alice 
Huffman,  Almira  Huffman,  John  and  Maty  Shoub,  Fred  H.  Fanning,  Carrie 
M.  Fanning,  Calista  Pillshui^.  Jac<^  Jennings,  Mary,  Cyrenas  and  Elizabeth 
Jennings  and  Jacob  Funk.  Elder  J.  E.  Harris  was  the  first  minister  of  this 
denomination  in  Butler,  T.  P.  Sutton  assisted.  Harris  was  from  Licking 
county,  Ohio.  After  him,  with  the  dates  of  their  services,  came:  Elder  Had- 
sell,  187.2:  P.  Sutton,  1873-8;  under  Rev.  Sutton  the  lot  on  which  the 
Christian  church  now  stands  was  purchased,  the  church  was  erected,  and  dedi- 
cated on  February  7.  1875.  Ti\  F  L.  Carpenter  of  Wabash  :  Elder  Leavett  came 
in  1878:  then  O  O  Ovialt  ;  1"..  L.  l'"anncr  in  188  :;;  F.lders.  Struber,  Wilson, 
Fnvincs,  Moot,  Sliwatt,  SnilT,  Scovillc,  A.  M.  I^iiird,  D.  A.  Shnw.  Fred 
Thomas,  Drash,  Harris,  Ira  Smith,  R.  B.  Qiapnian,  S.  B.  Braden,  Konkle, 
John  Imhof,  and  at  present,  A.  E;  Wrentniore,  have  had  and  have  charge  of 
die  church  at  Butler.  There  are  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  mem- 
bers, a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  a  Christian  Endeavor. 

The  Disciples  church,  or  rbri-;tinn  chnrrh,  of  St.  Joe  was  orgnnired  on 
May  2.  1 886.  by  Rev.  L.  L.  Can'eiiur.  Fider  J.  A.  Thomas  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  he  was  followed  by  T.  .\,  Hedges,  W.  W.  Harris, 
L.  W.  Fairfield,  J.  O.  Rose,  S.  S.  Bartlett,  Harry  Qark,  Rev.  Dimkleberger, 
W.  S.  Meyers,  J.  A,  Brown.  T.  N.  Russell  and  S.  O.  Redacer.  The  persons 
who  helped  in  the  organization  of  this  church  in  1886  were:  Joshtin  W. 
Lounslierry,  Anna  Lounsberry.  E.  M.  Volltner.  R.  K  ^TcDnnald,  Anna  Mc- 
Donald, Mr.  and  Mrs.  AlcxFilley,  B.  S.  Shefifer,  Ivva  S.  Shcffer,  Emma  Hart, 
Jared  Irwin,  and  wife,  Charles  Cobum,  Ennna  Tustison. 

The  church  at  present  has  a  membership  of  one  hundred,  with  an  ex- 
cellent Sunday  school  of  seventy-five.  The  Martha  Society  performs  aid 
service  for  the  cinirch.  Tlie  Chri«ti.in  FmlciMii  is  ■\]so  existent  in  ihv  church. 
The  house  of  worship  wn«  ron'.tnn  ti'd  m  the  year  1888,  two  years  after  the 
organization,  and  cost  at  the  time,  twenty -five  hundred  dollars. 

The  Church  of  Christ  built  a  brick  structure  in  1870  at  Waterloo,  on 
Maple  street,  at  a  cost  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars.  Rev.  N.  N.  Bartlett, 
the  first  pastor,  remained  two  years.   He  was  followed  by  Revs.  James 
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Hodsell,  F.  H.  McComrick,.  M.  M.  Gleasoa.and  M.i^.  Blaney.  •  This  church 

is  now  defunct. 

The  Newville  Christian  church  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1851  by 
James  Hadadl,  in  a  -achoollioiise  t^nat  the  United  Brethrai  parsonage  later 
stood,  across  the  river  and  sotdlieast  from  Newville:  There  were  originally 
twenty-seven  members.  At  the  dose  of  1879  church  had  a  membership 
of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two.  This  church  has  a  present  membership  of 
seventy-five. 

UNITED  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

The  United  lircthren  class  at  Newville  was  organized  in  1S42  by  Rev. 
Jonathan  Thomas,  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers.  The  class  was  organized 
in  a  sniall  lo^  building  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  about  two  miles  west  of 
Newville  on  the  farm  owned  hy  Solomon  Wilcox.  The  dass  was  composed 

f  1'  ven  charter  members,  nine  of  whom  were :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Solomon  De- 
long,  Hanna  Robertson,  Cornelius  Wooficox  and  wife,  Solomon  Woodcox 
and  wife,  M.  Soper  and  Mrs,  Ellis.  The  first  board  of  trustees  was  rnm- 
posed  of  Solomon  Delong,  Collin  Roi^ertson  and  Cornelius  Woodcox.  Iviana 
Delong.  who  died  March  28»  1912,  at  the  age  of  ninetjr  years,  was  the  last 
charter  mendier* 

About  1842  a  frame  schoolhouse  was  built  where  the  parsonage  bam 
now  stands,  and  soon  after  the  place  of  meetin<»  was  transferred  from  the 
Woodcox  home  to  the  scho<jlhousc.  This  building  was  used  for  church  ser- 
vices imtil  1855,  when,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  Fink,  a  splendid  frame 
diorch  building,  thirty  by  forty-six  feet,  was  erected.  About  1880  the  church 
was  moved  back  from  the  road  and  set  on  a  brick  foundation,  truss  Ijeams 
were  put  in  overhead  and  the  center  supports  removed.  In  the  year 
while  Rev.  R.  T.  Martin  was  pastor.  extensi\  e  repairs  were  made,  consisting 
of  tower  and  bell,  slate  roof  and  new  windows 

The  old  building,  which  has  served  its  purpose  well  for  fifty-eight  years, 
is  now  being  thoroughly  renovated  at  an  approximate  cost  of  thirty-five  hun- 
dred dollars.  Lecture  ra(Mtt,  liln^ary,  pastor's  rtndy,  rostrum,  basement,  fur- 
nace, new  window  s.  chairs,  are  amon^  !he  many  improvements.  The  present 
membershii*  is  one  hundred  and  five,  and  tlie  Sunday  school  also  has  a  strong 
enrollment.  The  first  church  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  Henry  Kumler,  Jr. 
The  new  one  will  be  dedicated  by  Bishop  H.  Fout.  During  the  seventy- 
one  years  of  the  existence  of  the  class,  forty-three  pastors  have  served  the 
chruch.  The  present  pastor  is  Oliver  Perry  Givens,  a  native  of  Noble  county* 
Indiana. 

(14) 
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The  United  Brethren  charrfi  at  Waterloo  had  its  origin  prior  to  1856, 
probably  in  1852.  At  that  time  the  chnrch  was  supported  hy  traveling 
evangelists.  Among  the  earliest  were  Revs.  William  Miller  and  Jonathan 
Thomat.  Then  came  Revs.  J.  Fink  and  Lammoii,  who  traveled  together  and 
hdd  revivals.  A  deed  to  the  lot  on  which  the  United  Bretiiren  church  now 
stands  was  made  by  Georjjo  W,  Trout  and  wife  in  November.  1862,  to  George 
W,  Trout,  David  Gtx.dwin  and  Tolin  Bcidler,  as  the  first  board  of  fntstces. 
The  chnrch  hiiiKHng  was  tlien  comijieted.  This  was  in  1862.  Rev.  Taring 
Osmun  was  pastor  at  this  time,  it  was  the  tirst  church  in  Waterlcx).  During 
the  early  history  of  this  church  the  btiilding  was'tised  for  union  worship, 
also  union  Sunday  sdiool  In  1879  the  church  was  rebuilt.  Among  the  early 
preachers  were  :  J.  I'ink.  Lamnion.  W  illiam  MofTatt,  J.  Morthland.  A.  Lower, 
I.ennard,  T.  Osmun.  J.  K.  Swiliart,  C.  Crossland.  C  O,  Lawrence.  J.  G.  Bow- 
ersox,  Joseph  Brown,  D.  Beniier,  John  Martin,  (ieorge  Crawford.  B.  Baldwin. 
Richard  Martin,  C.  IL  Kirracofe,  \V.  O.  Dinnius.  S.  V.  Klotz,  J.  D.  Snyder, 
W.  O.  Butler,.  George  Dinnius,  J.  S.  Tedrow  and  J.  W.  Lilly.  In  1889,  when 
the  division  of  the  chnrch  came  in  general  conference  at  York,  Pennsylvania, 
the  Waterloo  chnrch  lost  many  of  its  oldest  mcmhc-rs.  However,  the  society 
took  on  new  life,  and  on  June  ^  t,,  h>ij,  the  old  church,  which  had  !wcn 
veneered  with  brick,  was  lorn  down  and  v\  i»rk  of  constructing  tiie  new  edifice 
begun.  The  cornerstone  was  laid  August  9,  1912,  and  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated April  6,  191 3.  The  total  cost  was  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  pres- 
ent enrollment  numbers  one  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  the  pastor  is  Rev. 
F.  P.  Ovcrmyer. 

In  Smithfield  township  or«jani/cd  Christianity  was  introduced  liy  liie 
United  Brethren,  wlio  had  regular  services  at  the  Smith  school  house,  later 
known  as  number  six.  The  first  minister  was  Rev.  Samuel  Chaplin.  The 
Methodists  met  at  Barker's  and  formed  a  dass,  of  which  Mr.  Barker  was  the 
leader.  The  Disciples,  organized  by  Revs,  fiartlett  and  Hadsell,  had  a  church 
at  Cedar  lake. 

The  Big  Run  United  Brethren  church,  in  Stafford  township,  was  organ- 
ized in  the  spring  of  1843  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Thomas.  The  cliarter  members 
were :  Jacob  Gunsenhouser  and  wife,  Thomas  Olds  and  wife,  David  Flick- 
inger  and  wife,  Stephen  Haddey  and  wife  and  Mary  Willard.  They  organ- 
ized at  the  home  of  Jacob  Gnn-ciihnti>er.  and  used  this  place  for  worship  dur- 
ing the  next  five  years,  later  using  the  old  log  honsc  on  the  Gunsenhouser 
land.  A  church  was  built  during  the  prepress  of  the  Civil  war.  and  services 
were  held  on  alternate  Sundays  by  the  Rev.  James  Martin. 
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The  Uaittd  Bntiiren  church  in  Botler  was  organised  in  January,  1884, 

witk^a  meml»^rship of  fort>-  people.  Their  frame  church  baildinp  was  erected 
ia  the  fall  ot  1S83.  at  a  cost  of  twenty-three  hundred  dollars,  and  dedicated 
in  December,  1883.  it  is  k>catcd  on  West  North  stmt.  The  pastors  have 
htm:  Rar.  Joseph  Bvown,  W.  O.  Butler.  18S4;  J-  W.  Martin;  &  P.  Klotz. 
1&S5  :  Joseph  Brown,  1883 ;  D.  R  Kdler:  A.  K.  McQoe,  i88fj ;  J.  S.  Tediow, 
J.  W.  Cummings,  A,  F.  McCloe.  1900;  C.  H  Hdl.  1902;  W  .  H.  Phetro,  1904; 
O.  F  Lamlis,  1905:  <)  H.  Wells,  igoty:  \\  .  V  Tarker,  igoj:  A.  W.  Phillips, 
191 1,  and  U.  B.  Kessinger,  1912,  who  is  the  present  incumbent.  There  are 
two  hundred  and  fifty  members  of  the  church  at  present,  and  the  Sunday 
sdiool  numbers  two  hundred  and  sixty.  There  are  societies  as  Mlows  in  the 
church:  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Woman'.s  Missionary  Association  and  Christian 
Endeavor.  Tn  the  Riitler  circuit  arc  the  Bijj  Run,  Jerusalem  and  Zion 
churches,  with  a  combined  conujegation  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  peo- 
ple. Rev.  Richhart,  of  Butler,  lias  charge  of  them.  The  Xcwville  circuit  has 
a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Mount  Pleasant  United  Brethren  church,  in  Wilmington  township,  is' 
over  si.xty  years  old.  In  1854  meetings  were  held  in  the  house  of  Abraham 
Eakrif:;lil,  on  s.iiiiin  (wcntw  liv  Revs.  Hcntf>ii  and  wife.  The  CTi^ttttient 
members  were  :  W  iliiam  McBride,  Mr.  Dirrim,  Abraham  Eakwright  and  their 
wives,  and  Mrs.  Levi  McBride.  Services  were  hetd  in  the  Eakright  house 
until  1861,  when  they  commenced  to  use  the  old  log  schoolhouse  on  section 
19.  This  organi;:ation  held  many  successful  revials.  A  chapel  was  erected 
at  Mount  Plea'^ant  in  1870. 

The  Lilly  UTnled  I'ret/iren  church  at  Moore  Station  was  (irj^anizcd  by 
Rev,  Aaron  Lilly  in  l)cceml>er,  1882,  with  twenty-seven  members.  Services 
were  hdd  in  the  Mooresville  scfaoolhouse  until  the  next  summer,  when  th^ 
built  a  fine  large  fiame  church,  costing  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  Services 
were  held  every  alternate  Sunday. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  history  of  the  B^tist  church  dates  almost  co-equal  with  the  first 
settlement  of  DcKalh  rminty  Here  and  there  in  the  townships,  Id^  meet- 
ing house?  were  raiseil,  and  long  served  their  pitr]>nse.  The  first  regular 
Baptist  church  organized  in  this  county  was  known  as  the  "Cedar  Creek 
dnirch."  The  bouse  of  worship  was  a  log  building.  It  was  located  about 
«ne  mile  south  of  the  present  vilUtge  of  Conmna.  The  date  of  oi^ganiaalien 
was  in  184 1  or  1842.   Deacon  McConly,  who  afterward  became  a  minister. 
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was  very  prominent  anioni;^  the  early  tiKniber*  of  this  denomination.  Calvin 
Calkin,  T.  D.  Daily  and  fanulies,  were  other  strong  members  of  the  society. 
The  pttstors  of  the  dnircb  at  various  times  w«re  Elders  P.  H«  Evans,  William 
N.  Wdker,  A.  Town  and  others.  This  church  is  now  defunct. 

The  next  church  organized  was  within  the  bounds  of  Wilmington  town- 
ship, and  had  its  origin  in  1844.  Its  formation  was  largely  owing  to  the 
energetic  elioris  of  A.  Town  and  R.  Speer.  JaiiKs  R.  Cosper  donated  land 
for  a  church  site  so  long  as  it  would  be  used  for  religious  purposes.  A  log 
meeting  house  was  accordingly  raised  upon'tiiis  ground.  S.  B.  Meade  was  the 
first  pastor  of  the  churdi,  and  S.  B.  Ward  followed  shortly  afterward. 

Elders  Baker  and  Whitehead  held  a  series  of  meetings  in  Auburn  and  the 
result  was  the  orpaniz-ation  of  a  i  httrch.  Upon  this  the  Wilmington  church 
was  practically  dissolved,  ixicause  the  members  persisted  m  joining  the  church 
at  Auburn.    The  Wilmington  church  was  abandoned  in  1861. 

On  August  13,  1852,  the  brethren  met  at  the  old  courthouse  to  take  into 
consideration  the  organization  of  a  Baptist  church  in  Auburn.  Everybody 
agreed  on  the  plan,  and  an  organization  was  effected  on  September  15,  1852. 
Elder  Ward  became  the  first  pastor,  and  then  Elder  A.  Town.  Having  no 
regular  meeting  house  of  their  own,  the  Baptists  at  this  time  held  their 
servios  at  the  conrtliouse  or  in  the  Metiiodist  or  Pred>yterian  churdies. 

The  new  brick  buildit^  of  the  Baptist  church  was  completed  in  the  fall 
of  1873.  Elder  . Ward,  R.  P.  Jones.  W.  Langton  Sanders,  J.  R  Ward,  H.  J. 
Finch,  T.  C  Smith  and  O.  E.  Eag}'  were  ministers  until  the  year  1892. 

From  1892  until  1913  tlie  ministers  ha\  e  l>een  :  Ivex  erends  F.  W.  Hart, 
W.  p.  Pearce.  Edwin  P.  Ho>t,  \V.  A.  Pavy.  J.  H.  Martin,  H.  J.  Fmch,  C.  B. 
Janes  and  F.  M.  Reece  There  are  now  seventy-three  members  of  the  church 
and  the  Sunday  school  has  an  enroUment  of  seventyKme. 

The  Baptist  church  was  organized  on  December  15,  1885,  by  seven  ladies 
of  Garrett,  namely:  Me'^damcs  C.  N.  Bell,  G.  W  Mudd.  Frank  Hartsock, 
Ef^ic  Stewart,  Sarah  Lobler,  Lydia  Osborn,  and  Miss  Addic  Ford.  The  first 
pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Davies,  and  following  him  have  been,  in  part: 
Reverends  Pavey,  Chansler.  Stevens.  Whitney,  and  John  Walton,  who  is  the 
piresent  minister  in  charge  of  the  work.  The  present  brick  church  building  was 
erected  in  1888  and  1889,  and  it  is  in  llic  mdit  of  fii'.-  pre=;ent  pastnr  and  the 
loval  members  of  the  churrh  to  "^av  ilial  the  dt-lit  incurred  in  tlie  tir-t  Iniilding 
has  just  l)een  lifted.  The  l»a|)tist  church  has  a  nieml>ership  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  the  Sunday  school  has  one  hundred  and  thirty-five. 
Among  the  societies  identified  with  this  thriving  little  church  are  the  Baptist 
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Young  People's  Union,  the  Ladies'  Aitl  Society,  the  Home  Mission  Society, 
and  the  Pansy  Cliib.  which  is  dcvott-d  to  charitaMc  woik.    It  might  be  said 
,  that  the  debt  of  the  church  was  paid  ahiiost  entirely  by  subscriptions.    , .  : 

ST.  mark's  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

Scvcr.'il  irnitle'i<?  aUniipt^  to  organi^T  and  establish  the  English  Lutheran 
church  in  Auburn  wore  niadr  tliticrcnt  tunes  by  Revs.  W.  V\  aitnian,  J.  Sisc 
and  C.  C.  Link.  1'he  need  of  a  house  of  worsljip  was  great  Rev.  Levi 
made  a  visit  to  Auburn  in  May,  1874,  and  cotnpieted  arrangements  to  preach 
occasionally  in  the  Baptist  church,  an<l  this  continued  until  October  26,  1875, 
when,  notice  havitv.^'  l  ern  dnlv  ;;^t'-pn,  all  nK-nificrv  nf  iIk'  -ocicty  met  at  the 
home  of  Jacol)  \Valli<jni,  where  a  pennaiu'iii  organizaiiuii  wa>  made  with  nine- 
teen members.  The  church  so  formed  was  given  the  name  of  "The  St 
Marks  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Auburn."  At  this  meeting, 
Levi  Rice  presiding,  an  election  was  held  and  a  council  chosen,  namely :  JoHn 
Treesh.  J.  \\  albom,  b'nos  11.  White  and  D.  .A.  Sebring.  Rev.  Rice  was 
engaged  for  <ine  year,  with  senii-inonthly  meeting.s.  The  names  of  the 
original  members  are  as  follows;  J.  J.  and  Caroline  L.  Huffman,  Jacob 
Stamets,  David  A.  and  iNfinerva  Sebring,  Jacob.  Lucetta  and  Mary  Walbom, 
Mary  Wiles,  Horace  A.  HoffmaUt  Margaret  Sibert,  John  Treesh,  William  Mc 
Clellan.  Andrew  and  KlizaK-th  Holander.  W  illiam  L.  and  Angeline  Smith  and 
l-'iio-,  II  and  Clara  M.  White  Of  these,  nine  \\v\c  ffirnnT  mrniluT<.  three 
were  transferred  and  the  rest  were  rect-ivefl  bv  letter  I  he  laiiluraiis  at  once 
purchased  of  the  I'resbyterian  society  tiieir  old  frame  church,  occupying  the 
southeast  comer  of  lot  twenty,  west  Auburn,  and  paid  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  the  property.  Kev.  Rice  remained  with  this  church  for 
six  years. 

Rev.  Samuel  Kelsn,  <>f  Spenrerville.  <ii<  rw(led  Rev.  Rice,  and  stayed  one 
year.  Rev.  William  Waltman  came  next.  He  was  a  resident  minister  of 
Kendallville,  but  supplied  this  church  a  brief  i>criod  in  the  early  part  of  1883. 
A  permanent  pastor  was  next  secured  in  the  person  of  Rev.  W.  D.  Trover, 
whose  engagement  covered  the  space  of  four  years,  terminating  in  October, 
[887.  Rev.  Tcssu]).  from  Leipsic.  Ohio,  followed,  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Myers,  of 
Noble  county,  in  March. 

During  the  year  1880  the  society  negotiated  for  and  purchased  of  Mrs. 
Fannie  Smith  lot  sixty-two.  West  Auburn,  i>aying  five  hundred  dollars  for 
the  property.  A  building  committee  was  apixiinted  and  contracts  made  for  a 
new  church.  Before  the  end  of  October  tfie  edifice  was  finished.  The  build- 
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ing  was  Gothic  in  style,  having  brick  walls  ami  slated  gables,  and  the  dimen- 
sions were  forty-fottr  hy  =;ixty-three  fert.  The  tower  rose  to  a  height  of 
eighty-five  feet,  supporting  a  Ijeli  weighing  eight  hundred  pounds.  The  inter- 
ior of  the  diurch  was  finished  in  natural  wood.  The  floor  was  bowl-shaped, 
descending  toward  the  pulpit,  and  the  seats  circular  and  concentrically  ar^ 
ranged.  Stained  glass  w  indows  were  installed,  respectively  memorials  of  the 
Sabbath  school.  Synod  of  Nr^rtlicrn  Indiana,  Lewis  Bowers.  Jacob  Walbom, 
Burton  Brown,  Samnel  ("ornill  and  the  Xelsons.  Two  liot-air  fiirnaces  <;np- 
plied  the  heat.  1  he  total  cost  of  the  building  was  about  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

The  butkling  was  con^rated  for  religious  purposes  in  a  sermon  preached 

on  N^n  t'inlier  3.  1889,  by  Dr.  L.  .\.  Godwall,  of  Springlidd,  Ohio.  In  Febru- 
ary. \^<)0.  Rev.  D.  F.  Kain.  of  Albion,  Tiidianrt.  was  ens^aged  as  minister,  and 
sta)'cii  until  the  spring  of  1891,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Brosy,  from 
Pleabant  Lake. 

The  Sabbath  school  was  organized  tn  the  year  T877;  a  Ladies*  Aid  so- 
ciety in  1885,  and.  on  November  7*  1891.  a  Giristian  Endeavor  society.  In 
1892  a  parsonage  was  erected  on  the  lot  east  of  the  church  at  a  cost  of  fifteen 

hundred  dollars. 

Rev.  Brosy  remained  at  Auburn  until  1905.  when  he  was  succeeded  hy 
Rev.  S.  E.  Slater,  D.  D.,  who  stayed  until  1909.  Rev.  J.  H.  Ncuhouser  fol- 
lowed, and  he  in  turn  was  succeeded,  on  September  1.  1911.  by  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  A.  B.  Gamian.  The  church  at  present  has  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  rommnitant  members,  three  hundred  and  eleven  confirmed  members, 
and  tliree  hun<ircd  and  tifty->^ix  I'ajtf i/erl.  T!ie  Snndav  ■^rhufit  itumbers  three 
hundred  and  iifty  nu-niber>,  wuh  tluriy-iour  otticcrs  and  itachers.  The 
Ladies'  Aid  Society  was  organized  in  18S5:  the  Young  reoples'  Society 
Christian  Endeavor  was  oi^nized  on  November  7,  1891 :  the  Luther  League 
in  1894;  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  1896,  and  the 
Lutheran  Brotherhood  in  l'"ebrMary.  Miin  The  Mission  Band  of  seventy- 
rtve  memfK-r'^  take-;  charge  of  local  relief  and  charity  work. 

St.  Mark  s  Lniheran  Evangelical  church  at  Butler  was  organized  in 
1864  by  Rev.  ).  W.  Henderson.  The  church  was  built  about  1867,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Hen<lerson.  It  was  of  brick  and  co.st  originally  about  five 
thousand  dollars,  but  has  later  been  retn-uleled  twice,  at  an  additional  cost  of 
three  thousand  d  illnf;  Since  Rev.  Heiider'^on,  the  prmtnrs  have  l)een :  Revs. 
J.  .\.  Morris,  A.  \\ .  Burns,  S.  P.  Snyder.  \\  liiiam  (. .  Itarnett.  Jal)e7.  Shaffer, 
b.  F.  Kain.  W.  Dieffenbach.  S.  P.  Frybcrger,  E.  E.  Neil)cl,  W .  S.  Oberholter, 
M.  L.  Forst.  J.  H.  Crouse.  and  John  B.  Gardner,  the  present  efficient  and 
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popular  pastor,  who  came  on  May  i,  1912.  At  present  there  are  eighty -one 
members  of  ilie  churcli.  with  ninety  in  the  Sunday  school.  The  Dorcas  So- 
ciety, a  cliaritable  organization,  and  the  Luther  League,  (or  young  people,  are 
existent 

The  Wittenberg  Lutheran  Evangdical  church  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  this 
territory  of  the  s\  nod,  or  in  the  cntmty.  It  was  organized  by  Rev.  J.  Gather, 
in  1843.  The  cliurch  building  is  valued  at  tUteen  hundred  dollars.  There  are 
twenty-three  members,  with  a  Sunday  stiKK>l  oi  t'orty-rive.  There  are  the 
Dorcas  Society  and  Luther  League  in  d>is  church  atso^  Rev.  John  B.  Gardner 
attends  this  church  on  aitemate  Sundays  from  Butler. 

Richland  Center  Lutheran  Evangelical  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  W. 
Waltman  in  with  twcnty-fi\e  charter  members. 

Fairfield  Center  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  J,  Cather  in  1856,  with 
fourteen  charter  members. 

Sedan  diuich  was  organised  in  i860  by  Rev.  J.  Waltman,  with  twenty- 
eight  members. 

Fairfield  Center  Lutheran  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  J.  Cather  in 
1856,  with  fourteen  charter  menihfr';.  Sedan  church  was  organized  in  iX(k) 
by  Rev.  W.  Waltman  with  twenty-eight  members.  Rev.  J.  Cather  founded 
the  first  Lutheran  churcli  in  Concord  township  in  October,  1849,  at  the  home 
of  William  Doums,  with  twdve  charter  memi>ers.  John  Sidei,  W.  Walt- 
man, C.  C.  Caskey.  in  1859.  were  pastors  when  the  jiastorate  was  split  into 
that  of  Spencerville.  St  John's,  .S.ilem  and  Richland.  B.  F.  Hills.  C.  C,  Sink. 
A.  leathers.  E.  \\  .  l-;rK-.k  and  S.  KeNo  followed.  During,'  tlie  latter  pastor's 
service  he  organized  tlic  St.  Joe  churcli  and  built  the  structure  ai  a  cost  of 
three  thousand  dollars.  E.  K.  Baker  came  next,  and  then  S.  P.  Frybcrger 
founded  the  churdi  at  Spencerville. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at  Spencerville  at  present  has  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  cnnfinncd  memlx'rs.  Kev.  I).  P  ?leltzel  has  charge 
of  the  congregation,  havitig  come  to  the  pastorate  on  October  1,  1912.  The 
Sunday  school  has  a  meiuhership  of  one  hundred  and  five,  with  twenty  officers 
and  teachers.  There  is  a  Ladies*  Aid  Society  and  a  Woman's  Home  and  For- 
eign Missionary  Society.  The  church  building  was  erected  in  1887.  also  the 
parsonage,  and  the  cost  was  six  thousand  dollars  at  the  time. 

GEKMA.N  LUTHER.\N  .\.ND  GERMAN  REFOK.VIEU  CHUKCUES. 

A  society,  to  be  known  as  the  German  Reformed  Lutheran  church,  was 
successful  in  organization.  For  a  time  two  German  societies  united  their 
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strenj»th  .iiid  rp-^nnrcc^.  iiiuk  i  iltt  alK)vc  title,  aticl  taking  advantage!  of  a 
donatinn  <  ,{  land  for  cluin  h  ! mi  pi  p^t>.  the  ccmibined  societies  applied  for  and 
were  grained  l<»i  luiinber  one  iuindred  hikI  lifly-four,  which  had  been  held  for 
the  first  religions  society  that  might  make  claim  to  and  actually  iinprove  it 
in  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the  giver.  John  Spencer. 

The  site  having  been  chcajdy  and  legally  ac(|«ired.  the  society  contracted 
for  the  erection  if  a  ^inall  frame  meeting  house  1  >  c  nst  but  a  few  hundred 
dollars.  The  work  was  actively  carried  forward,  m<  iliat  by  February,  1865, 
the  building  had  been  completed  and  dedicated  a  home  of  worship.  At  the 
dedication  the  attendance  was  mttch  beyond  the  limited  capacity  of  the  build- 
ing, the  nuisic  was  good  and  the  exercises,  conducted  in  German,  were  of  an 
interesting  character. 

Later  the  fjernian  kffnrnK-f1  rhurrh  i>f  St  jftlins  bought  out  the  interest 
of  the  other  society  and  on  January  i.  i8ot>,  a  meeting  was  called  and  a  con- 
sistory was  ch<»en.  Peter  Durmer  and  Jacob  Kandel  were  ekcted  dders  and 
Jolm  Otto  and  Ernest  Myers,  deacons,  to  ser^*e  two  years.  The  Rev.  Isaac 
Motzinger  was  the  first  minister.  He  served  the  church  acceptalily  until  1872, 
living  in  a  small  framed  cabin  <luring  the  peri-  '1  if  hi-;  service.  Rev.  William 
B.  Sandoe  was  his  successor.  Oilitr  fmru'lurs  m  order  were:  Philip  Rnhl. 
1872;  John  Kcliig,  1879:  John  W  inter,  i.s8j;  \V.  Grelher,  18S4;  U.  Ruf, 
1888.  Shortly  after  the  church  had  been  built  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  so- 
ciety sold  their  interest  and  for  several  years  were  without  a  home  of  wor- 
ship. Rev.  Reichard.  of  Avilla.  and  Rev.  Steinback.  of  Fairlicld.  a'temated 
cverv  fortnight  in  i>r**achi!ii'  tn  tlic-  vniotw  rind  it  wns  tiot  till  Fd)nnrv  i. 
1K73.  ^'^"^^  ^''^  inemi>crs  resolsed  ufion  efectnig  a  meetmg  house.  lo  this  end 
a  meeting  was  held  at  the  residence  of  diaries  Bartles,  of  Richland  town- 
ship, and  application  was  then  made  for  a  lot  which  had  been  set  aside  by 
Mr.  Spencer  solely  for  church  purposes,  and  on  obtaining  |>ossession  tfiey  i)ro- 
ceedrd  to  build  upon  the  lot  a  small  clnirch.  in  which  their  services  were  held. 
Re\  Se.irrnyr  preached  for  them  at  intervals  of  several  week<  nn«I  Rev.  Lewis 
Pullman  was  the  only  resident  preacher.    Rev.  C  B.  Prcu-^s  came  next. 

The  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  in  Garrett,  of  the  Missouri 
synod,  was  organized  in  the  year  1888.  with  thirteen  voting  members.  C  B. 
I'reuss  was  the  first  visiting  pa«itor.  and  he  continued  until  l8(>o.  His  home 
was  in  .\villa.  Rev.  I,  Kdli  r  s\a^  tlu  -reond  pastor  and  the  first  resident 
()astor.  (  )tl'>  Sibunim  came  next;  (iicri  il.  1'..  Kohlnuit  r :  linn  i  \V.  Giese. 
'i  he  present  iiuiimbcnt  is  Rev.  G.  lllix'tlel,  who  took  charge  oi  the  work  on 
July  191.;.  coming  here  from  the  state  of  Nebraska.  The  church  numbers 
one  hundred  and  fifty  communicants,  forty  voting  members,  and  three  hun- 
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dred  and  seventy-five  souls.  The  Sunday  school  has  a  membership  of  fifty. 
Thf  l,;iilies'  Aid  Society  conilucts  charitable  work  in  Garrett,  niul  is  very  well 
orgatii^fd.  Rc\  Blacdcl  teaches  a  parochial  school  adjoitiing  th$.  church 
tiuilding  on  the  east :  he  has  thirty-qine  scholars. 

The  chiirdi  building  h  of  wood,  and  was  dedicated  on  October  27.  1889. 
The  cost  was  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  F.nglish  Reformed  church  at  Waterloo  has  a  fine  brick  structure  on 
the  corner  of  Center  and  Union  «Jreots.  It  was  huilt  in  1872,  at  n  cost  of 
fifty-five  hundred  dollars.  Rev.  Hem  s  li-ier  was  the  first  pastor,  followed  by 
Rev.  Fenninian.  and  Rev.  F.  F.  Christine  in  18S0. 

The  Lutheran  church  in  Troy  township  was  organized  by  Rev.  James 
Cathjer  in  1843,  in  the  house  of  John  A.  Zimmerman,  on  section  thirty.  The 
house  of  worship  was  later  on  section  twenty-eight. 

CHURCH  OF  GOD. 

The  Church  of  God  was  organized  at  a  very  early  date  in  the  city  of 
Auburn.  The  pastors  since  1887  have  been  Revs.  Markley.  Neill,  Fuller. 
TTarenflecn.  Blnvd.  T  M  Thomas.  H.  H.  Spicher.  A.  ().  Musgrove  and  J.  G. 
\\  isc,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  church  has  a  membership  of  ninety-two,  with  eighty  in  the  Sunday 
school.  Societies  are The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  the  Christian 
Endeavor. 

ST.  MATTHEW  REFORM  CHURCH. 

The  St  Matthew  Reform  church  in  Garrett  was  oi^nized  in  the  year  of 
1888,  and  the  first  pastor  called  was  Rev.  B.  Ruff.  After  him,  in  1893,  came 

Rev.  George  En<^lcinann.  In  1899  ^-  Hersch  took  charge  of  the  work, 
;il<o  Rev.  V'ollbach  dnriny  a  ^Ir^rt  ]»fri(Kl  following.  In  u>o6  Fdward  Kiel.s- 
nicier  was  chc^sen  for  the  pulpit,  and  for  two  years  he  l)enefited  the  church 
greatly.  In  icjo8.  and  until  lyii,  Henry  Clausing  bad  charge.  In  1912 
Rev.  Otto  H.  Sdierry,  the  present  able  pastor,  came  to  Garrett,  and  under  his 
control  the  church  has  taken  rapid  strides  toward  a  fuller  and  more  complete 
orgnni^ntion.  The  brick  church  building  was  erected  in  the  year  1904,  and 
cost.  \\  hen  completed,  fifty-five  hundred  dollars.  The  church  is  situated  at  the 
comer  of  Kcyscr  ami  l-ianklin  streets  and  the  parsonage  is  adjoming.  .\t 
present  there  are  eight}'-eight  members  of  the  society  in  Garrett.  The  Sunday 
school  has  seventy  members.  Two  .societies,  the  Christian  Endeavor  and  the 
Ladies*  Aid  Society,  exist  at  this  time,  and  both  are  of  very  high  standard. 
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PItOTESrAKT  SPISCQPAL  CHVRCB. 

I  he  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Ciarrett  was  tnrilt  in  1876  and  dedi- 
cated in  July,  1877.  The  land  wm  fwclueed,  kuilding  erected,  fainiture 
put  in  and  everything:  provided  for  use  by  Jdhn  King,  Jr.,  and  WtlKam  Keyser, 
first  and  second  vice-presidents,  respectively,  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  and  f>re''ented  as  a  free  gift  to  Bishop  Talhot  of  the  Indiana  dio- 
cese, riif  first  pastor  wa*?  Rev.  B.  I,.  Trimble.  Rev.  Weatherby  and  R  H. 
Dennis  succeeded  him,  and  lor  a  period  the  church  was  dosed.  In  the  winter 
of  1883-4  the  church  vns  reopened,  and  Rev.  S.  M.  C.  Orpen  came  from 
Lima,  Indiana,  and  preached  every  two  weeks.  Rev.  Benjamin  R.  Phdps 
succeetted  him.  Rev.  C.  E.  Bilgcr  now  tends  the  Garrett  membership,  ^ich 
is  very  smalt. 

EV ANGELIC AI«  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Evangelical  Association  at  Waterloo  was  organized  before  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war.  and  in  1886  a  cfwrch  \ras  huilt  at  a  cost  of  three 
thousand  dollars.  .Aiiitthcr  at^thority  rlnims  thi?  chnrrh  to  have  been  bitilt  in 
1877.  Rev.  Geist  was  the  iKistor  in  charge  when  the  church  was  constructed. 
In  1880  he  left  and  returned  again  in  April,  1913.  atid  is  still  the  incumbent. 
There  are  eighty  members  of  the  chttrch  and  one  hundred  in  the  Sunday 
schod.  A  Ladies*  Aid  Society.  Young  Peoples'  .Alliance  and  a  Missionary 
Auxiliary  are  societies  within  the  conjirejiation.  Some  of  tlie  pastors  who 
have  served  at  Waterloo  are:  Revs  W.  H.  My|,'raiit.  W.  H.  Freshley,  D.  O. 
Wise.  C.  11.  Burgener,  li.  F.  Walnier.  I).  F..  Zechicl.  G.  1-.  Zuher  and  P.  L. 
Browns.  Rev.  Geist  visits  the  County  Line  society  also,  a  small  organization 
with  a  chnrch'house  near  the  county  line  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben,  three  miles 
west  of  Ashley.  There  are  forty  members  here.  .\  mile  south  of  Fairfield 
Center  there  is  a  society,  but  active  work  had  been  abandoned. 

CATHOLIC  CIIUKCIIES. 

In  .August  of  the  year  1872  a  Cathdic  priest  for  the  first  time  vished  the 
city  of  Atibnni  I  Either  August  Young  was  commissioned  in  this  capadty. 
He  found  ntiif  *.  aihohc  families  here  at  the  time,  who  were:  I'"ngelljert 
Ashley,  Joseph  Ashley.  William  H.  Mclntyre.  Jules  Beiiret.  Justin  Girardot, 
Charles  Beugnot,  Benjamin  Goodman,  Jacob  HoUinger,  Stephen  Girardot  and 
Patrick  Murphy.   For  two  years  he  had  services  in  the  home  of  Engelbert 
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AaUey,  on  West  Seventh  street.  In  ^  fneaatime  the  pveseit  lots  were 
secured,  facing  on  what  was  then  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Railroad  ?tr«»ets. 
The  committee  in  charge  -consisted  of  Engelbcrt  Ashley.  Jules  Beuret  md 
Jacob  ilollinger. 

The  fonndatioB  for  the  new  church  was  hkl  on  June  i.  1874.  A  little 
{rune  structure,  thirty  by  6fty  feet,  was  erected  and  served  as  a  place  of 

worship  until  August,  1912.  The  church  was  dedicated  hv  Bishop  Joseph 
Dwenger,  of  l"f>rt  Wayne,  on  October  18  of  the  same  year.  The  building  sat 
close  to  the  sidewalk,  facing  Fourth  street  and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  the  total  amount  of  which  was  paid  on  the  day  after  the 
dedkatkm. 

The  present  priest's  residence,  adjoining  the  diurch  property,  was  bou0it 

for  one  thousand,  nine  hundred  dollars,  on  .\pril  15,  1H74.  The  congregation 
from  the  hepinninp  increased  rapidly  and  at  this  time  it  numbered  three  thou- 
sand souls  and  had  no  debt  on  the  church  propeny.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  bishop,  Fadio-  Young  changed  his  place  of  residence  from  Auburn  to 
Garrett,  on  November  la  1886,  but  continued  to  visit  Auburn  from  Garrett 
until  November  i,  1891. 

The  resident  pastor?  succeeding  Father  Young  at  Auburn  were  the  fol- 
louing:  Kev.  Rudolpli  Dcnk,  eight  months;  Kev.  l""rancis  P.  l-'aust,  trorn 
June.  1892,  to  .\ovcnii)er,  1895;  Kev.  lulward  J.  Boccard,  iroin  November, 
1895,  to  September,  1898;  Rev.  Frederick  J.  Dandurand,  from  September, 
1898,  to  July,  1900 ;  Rev.  John  M.  Schmitz,  from  July,  1900,  to  July,  1910, 
when  the  present  pastor,  Fatiier  Angemiaicr.  took  chao^ 

Sin«'  hi*;  presence  in  oiu  midst,  leather  Angerniater  has  been  doiner 
splendid  work  for  the  material,  as  well  as  spiritual,  upbuildnig  of  the  parish. 
A  public-spirited,  energetic  young  man,  he  set  about  at  once  to  make  the  re- 
quired improvements  on  the  parochial  residence  and  church  property  in  gen- 
eral. Of  course,  tiiis  took  time  and  money,  but  with  foresight  and  the  spirit 
of  perseverance  required,  he  began  planning  the  work  he  had  in  view,  and  the 
present  beautiful  church  is  the  fruit  of  his  labor.  The  congregation  approved 
of  his  plans  and  supported  him  liberally  in  his  undertaking. 

The  work  of  excavating  for  the  new  building  started  the  first  week  in 
August,  1912.  A  concrete  foundation  was  put  in  and  a  roomy  basement  sup- 
plied for  the  whole  church.  Rising  above  this  are  five  tiers  of  cement  blocks 
w  hich  raise  the  sui)erstructure  of  the  church  about  fi\c  feet  alxjve  the  level  of 
ilie  ground  The  old  frame  structure  was  utilized  Ixranse  of  its  splendid  ma- 
terial. The  exterior  of  the  present  building  measure^  ninety-four  feet.  It  has 
a  trans^  of  forty-eight  feet,  giving  it  a  seating  capacity  of  about  three  hnn- 
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dred  A  !ari^e  sanctuary  with  vestries  on  cither,  side  takes  tip  the  fore  part  of 
the  clninli  While  tlir  ^hcH  is  a  frame  "^tntctnre.  the  ontstde,  finished  in 
stucco,  is  an  innovation  in  ciuircli  l  iiiMniL:.  Ndt  only  ni  the  city  of  Anhtirn. 
but.  so  far  as  can  l)e  learned,  it  is  the  only  church  building  of  its  kind  in  the 
state.  It  is  this  that  attracts  the  attention  of  so  many  and  eticits  admiration 
and  comment.  Beatitiftil  concrete  steps  lead  to  the  entrance  of  the  church, 
which  at  present  sets  back  from  the  sidewalk  about  fifteen  feet.  A  steeple 
sixty  Hm'  ffct  high  snrnionnled  hy  n  trilde<!  cross  of  four  and  a  half  feet  add*; 
much  tu  tlie  Ijeauty  i>f  the  exterior  and  attracts  the  attention  of  the  stsanj^cr  at 
a  distance.  The  interior  artistic  decoration  is  Uie  work  of  Signer  Giovanni 
Gioscio,  an  ItaUan  artist  of  Indianapolis.  Two  beautiful  oil  paintings  adorn 
the  ceiling  of  the  church.  One  represents  the  mother  of  the  Savior 
crushing  the  head  of  the  seri)cnt.  according  to  the  saying  in  Genesis:  "She 
shall  rnish  thv  head:  and  thou  shah  lie  in  'vnit  '>f  her  licci  "  The  other  is  a 
painting  of  Saint  Cecelia,  patroness  ot  uuisic  Two  adoring  angels  adorn  the 
arch  of  the  sanctuary.  The  church  has  been  completely  refurnished.  Oak 
pews  finished  in  mission  style  that  are  very  roomy  and  comfortable  have 
replaced  the  old  ones.  A  new  Packard  organ,  with  pipe  organ  effect,  has 
been  secured  for  the  choir.  A  massive  and  heautiful  altar,  worth  no  less  than 
two  thousand  dollars,  was  the  gift  of  the  pastor  from  a  jiersonal  friend  in 
Fort  Wayne.  In  harmony  with  the  side  alters,  ii  is  finished  in  white  and 
go'd.  To  the  Catholic  the  altar  is  ever  most  intimately  associated  with, 
priests  and  sacrifice,  as  ts  l>eautifully  illustrated  by  the  carvings  on  the  panels 
of  the  altar  tahle.  the  one  to  the  left  representing  .Alx-I  offering  a  latnh  as  a 
.sacriIkH-:  tlu  itlkr  to  the  riHit  the  1H;;h  Triest  Melchisedech.  king  of  Salem, 
offering  l»rt,ii!  .md  wine  which  preliu'^H ed  the  trnt^  <;arrifice  of  the  .\ew  Law, 
represented  In  ihc  carving  in  the  center  panel,  Christ  with  His  Apostles  at  the 
last  supper  changing  bread  and  wine  into  His  sacred  Body  and  Blood.  A 
beautiful  red  velvet  carpet  covering  the  floor  of  the  sanctuary  and  heavy  cork 
matting  covering  the  floor  of  the  auditorium  are  the  gifts  of  Schaab  & 
Ihother  Cortipany  t*)  the  congregati'>n  All  this  with  a  splen<lid  electric 
iihiminatt<iTi  from  walls  ami  ceiling  give.s  the  church  a  most  lieautiful  and 
pleasing  interior. 

The  St.  Michael's  church  is  located  at  Summit,  in  Smithfield  township. 
The  church  was  built  in  1880  by  Rev.  Augustus  Young,  and  was  dedicated  on 

August  28.  1881.  Ity  Bishop  Dwenger.  Rev,  ^■oung  was  relieved  of  the  pas^ 
torate  hy  Rev.  Peter  l>an/-es  from  June  20.  1882.  till  May  it.  1883.  After 
thi>^  leather  Young  again  attended  the  church.  This  pastorate  was  taken  on 
Jul\  4.  1884,  hy  Rev.  Maximilian  nenzinger.  wno  staye<l  until  October  17, 
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1897.  Two  acres  of  land  and  one  acre  as  a  cemetery  were  donated  by  John 
M.  Schaudel.  In  1885  Bcnzinger  bnih  the  pastoral  residence  at  a  cost  of 
fourteen  hundred  dollars.  The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Herman  Jurascheck, 
until  May  18,  1894.  In  1895  the  cbarcK  vas  enlarged  to  its  present  sice. 
Revs.  Peter  Sdunitt  and  John  N.  Sdunitz  were  other  pastors.  Since  July 
13,  1900,  the  church  at  Suimiit  has  been  a  mission,  attended  by  the  priests 
of  Auburn.  Father  George  Angermaier  has  cfiargc  of  the  church  at  present. 
Sixty  families  comprise  the  congregation,  and  the  church  is  without  debt. 

The  Catholic  church  in  Garrett  had  its  beginnings  w  hen  Father  A.  Young 
was  caring  for  his  flock  in  Aubum.  In  May  and  June,  1876,  he  built  the  first 
church  in  Garrett,  a  frame  building  twenty-four  by  forty  feet,  at  a  cost  of 
two  thousand  dollars.  To  this  he  added  a  sacristy  which  co<;t  three  hundred 
dollars.  As  soon  as  the  churcli  was  enclosed  he  opened  a  select  school  in  it 
with  Josephine  Bisset  as  teacher.  This  was  the  first  school  in  Garrett  and 
continued  until  the  public  school  was  opened.  In  1886  he  moved  the  sacristy 
back  from  the  church  building  diirty-four  feet,  added  four  feet  to  the  length 
of  the  church,  built  a  cross  section  on  the  rear  end  of  the  chtnvh,  thirty  by 
forty-eight  feet,  and  also  constnictd  a  new  belfry  and  steeple  on  the  church, 
all  of  which  cost  thirty-five  hundred  <!ol!ars.  At  the  same  time  he  built  a  par- 
sonage for  himself  costing  two  thousand  dollars.  On  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember. 1SS6,  he  moved  from  Auburn  to  Garrett. 

In  t888  a  beautiful  and  commodious  parodiial  sdiool  building  was  erect- 
ed, with  four  schoolrooms  suflicient  to  accommotlatc  two  hundred  pupils. 
This  building  cost  six  tliousand  dollars,  .\gain  in  189,5  ^^e  church  was 
remodeled  at  a  cost  of  thirty-tliri.i'  Innidrcd  dollar'^.  C  alvary  cemetery  was 
purchased  and  iaid  out  in  1897.  1  he  improvements  and  all  cost  three  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  Sacred  Heart  Hospital  was  built  in  1902,  and  is  described 
in  the  history  of  Garrett.  In  1906  Father  Young  built  an  addition  to  the 
bride  parochial  school  buildii^  which  he  had  constructed  in  1888.  As  it  is,^ 
there  are  c'iv;ht  scho  )lriif>ms,  capable  of  accommodating  four  htinrlred  pupils. 

The  t'aliiolii.-  cluirch  at  present  in  Garrc-tt  is  in  a  \ery  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  has  a  very  large  nieinlicrship.  Father  A.  Voung  continues  as  the 
pastor. 

The  first  Cathc^c  church  in  the  county  was  built  at  Waterloo  in  1867^ 
and  was  attended  by  Catholics  from  Auburn  and  other  places.  The  priests 
in  charge  u])  to  1874  were  Revs.  R.  J.  Echlering,  R.  A.  Dimig.  R.  J.  Zim- 
bilde  and  R.  A.  Yung. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


HISrrORY  OF  JOURNALISM. 

By  Herbert  C.  WlUls. 

The  making  of  a  newspaper  has  given  the  projectors  of  the  various  en- 
terprises more  real  worry  and  hardships  than  perhaps  anv  other  line  of  hnsi- 
ness  inve.stnients.  it  has  uiade  men  jx)or  from  a  tinanciai  standpoint,  some 
have  lost  friends,  and  all  of  the  promoten  have  lost  sleep  try  ing  to  make  their 
newspapers  pay  and  at  the  same  time  have  a  standing  in  their  communities  as 
raoUlers  of  pubhc  opinion. 

There  liave  been  a«  many  newspapers  in  the  count \  sificc  tlie  piibhcation 
of  the  fir>t  ]iaper  as  there  have  Heeti  eMahlishtncnt*^  in  an\  i  iie  line  of  business. 
Still  today  there  are  but  ten  newspapers  published  in  the  comity.  AH  of  the 
papers  now  published  have  their  fields  in  which  to  circulate  and  most  of  them 
have  a  political  party  whose  principles  they  advocate. 

EARLV  NEWSPAPER  MAKING. 

The  earlier  newspapers  of  the  county  never  thought  of  contesting  with 
each  other  to  get  a  "scoop"  on  a  news  story.  It  w  as  too  slow  a  process  and  all 
that  was  tlimignt  of  was  t<'  iifct  a  snl)Ncrilx*r  now  anfl  then,  take  a  load  of  wood 
on  subscrijitif 'H,  or  a  gallon  and  a  half  apple  huuer.  The  editors  ijenerally 
boarded  their  printers  and  tlie  wages  paid  were  small  conipared  with  that  of 
the  present  time.  One  printer  on  a  paper,  with  an  apprentice  and  a  "devil/' 
who  worked  for  a  chance  to  learn  the  trade,  composed  the  force  Aat  set  up  the 
type,  with  the  assistance  of  the  editor  himself,  and  Started  the  paper  off  to 
press,  sometimes  on  time,  snmelimcs  late  from  one  hour  to  two  days.  It 
seeniefl  to  make  no  difTerence  when  the  subscribers  received  their  papers,  and 
in  some  instances  it  mattered  not  whether  they  received  them  at  all. 

About  three  times  a  year.  Saturday  afternoon  was  made  a  half  holiday, 
when  a  pile  of  kindling  would  W  gathered  in  the  back  yard  and  the  process 
of  roller-making  was  raniesl  out.  A  portion  of  glue  and  molasses  was 
cooked  until  it  was  of  the  proper  texture,  when  the  "dope"  would  be  poured 
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tntfy  the  molds  erf  cylinder  stope  and  a  roller  cast,  with  which  the  "devil'* 
h^d  tf>  <;tanff  on  a  box  and  by  hand  roll  the  fdmit  on  the  hand  press  in  order 
that  the  mk  would  be  properly  spread  over  the  type.  It  is  perhaps  safe  to  say 
tkat  there  »  not  more'tkm  one  printer  or  ptibUsher  ki  the  county  at  the  pre9« 
cBl  time  who  ever  helped  to  cast  a  roller  m  Hbt  old-lashkMiBd  way. 

Today  the  newspaper  plants  of  this  county  are  modem  country  offices, 
well  equipped  for  newspaper  work,  and  with  tip-to-rlate  jnl)  printing  depart- 
ments, able  to  handle  much  of  the  work  that  larger  printinjj  oftiees  do. 

The  nc\vspaix?rs  of  today  are  no  longer  considered  a  subject  of  charity, 
supported  in  order  to  hdp  out  the  publisher  that  he  may  secure  food  and 
clothing  for  himself  and  family.  It  is  now  a  business  proposition  wi^  flte 
publisher.  He  sells  his  advertising  space,  and  offers  it  as  bis  stock  in  trade, 
the  same  as  any  merchant. 

The  press  of  DeKalb  cmnny  has  proved  to  l>e  one  of  the  greatest  factors 
in  modern  civilization.  It  has  aided  the  progress  of  the  county  from  the  time 
that  the  newspaper  was  first  known  to  its  people  to  the  present  time  in  a 
manner  that  cannot  be  tokL  Before  this  county  had  a  newspaper  it  was 
necessary  that  all  lethal  notices  that  were  required  by  law  to  he  published  liad 
to  be  sent  outside  the  county  for  publication  This  t^nve  but  little  notice  to 
the  public  or  parties  who  were  directly  interested  in  such  publications. 

flBST  PAPBK  IN  COUNTY. 

The  Jirsl  newspaper  talk  for  DeKalb  county  was  in  1852,  when  .S.  E. 
Alvord,  then  publisher  of  the  Observer  at  Albion,  in  Noble  county,  content 
^ated  starting  a  paper  at  Auburn,  the  county  seat.  Not  receiving  suflfictent 
enoouiagement  in  the  ventpre  proposed,  he  soon  afterward  sold  his  outfit  to 
Messrs.  Berry  and  Milton  J.  Pierce,  who  launched  the  first  paper  in  DeKalb 
COtmty,  by  the  publication  of  the  Democratic  Messctiacr  at  Anbtim  This 
did  not  prove  to  he  a  successful  venture  and  after  the  paper  had  Inren  pub- 
lished less  than  a  week  Mr.  Berry  retired  from  the  newspaper  and  shortly 
after  this,  in  December,  1855,  the  office  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Pierce 
was  elected  auditor  of  DeKalb  county  in  1856,  and  DeKalb  county  was 
without  a  newspaper. 

OTHBR  £ARLy  PAPBHS. 

However,  in  1856,  two  papere  sbcrted  up  at  Auburn,  but  neither  one 
pnmd  to  be  a  success  and  they  were  soon  moved  away,  W.  C  McGmtgal 
became  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  DeKdb  Democrai,  and  J.  M.  Broma* 
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gem  of  the  Auburn  Reptiblkan.  DiHing  th«  same  y«ar  and  at  the  close  of 
one  oi  the  most  exciting  presidential  campaigns  ever  waged  in  the  history  of 
the  county*  the  Republkan  was  moved  ta  Angola,  whecc'  the  5^«if Iwii  Repuh- 
Heon  was  issued,  and  since  that  time  has  heen  Steuben  county's  leadiog  news- 
paper. The  Democrat  was  moved  to  Wabash  in  1859,  where  Mr.  McGonigal 
began  the  publication  of  the  H-^iUwh  PlamdtfUer, 


The  lack  of  support  that  these  papers  received  at  the  county  seat  did  not 
discotinigc  others  from  starting  similar  ventures,  and  it  was  in  August,  1858, 
that  VViliiam  T.  and  John  M.  Kimsey  began  the  publication  of  the  DeKalb 
County  Times  at  Auburn.  It  onty  took  the  new  puUi^iers  a  few  numdis  to 
find  out  that  there  was  not  room  for  the  Times  at  die  county  seat,  Auburn 
then  being  a  nnu  h  smaller  town  than  Waterloo,  and  they  sold  out  their  print* 
ing  nntfit  to  Titnothy  V.  Dickinson,  a  son  of  the  late  Hon.  T.  R.  Dickinson, 
then  a  practicing  attorney  at  Auburn,  to  whom  an  appeal  had  heen  made  to 
have  a  paper  printed  in  Waterloo.  The  Times  plant  was  moved  to  Waterloo 
and  on  Februar}'^  4,  1859,  the  first  issue  of  the  WoteHoo  Press  came  off  the 
press,  and  since  tiiat  time  it  has  been  continuotisly  published. 

The  plant  that  was  taken  to  Auburn  by  the  Kimsey  brothers  was  one 
that  hati  lieen  used  at  Angola,  in  Stettheii  cnuntv,  with  which  was  [nihlished  a 
paper  called  the  7  ruth  Seeker,  espousing  the  tenets  of  a  religious  sect,  but  it 
proved  a  tiiiancial  failure. 

When  the  IVaterloo  Press  was  started  William  T.  Kimsey  was  employed 
to  work  on  the  paper  and  he  continued  in  diis  position  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war,  when,  in  1861,  he  entere<l  into  the  service  of  the  Union  army. 
Mr.  Kimsey  is  living  todav  and  is  the  onlv  survivor  of  the  former  publishers 
or  printers  w  ho  worked  on  the  lirst  newspapers  established  in  DeKalb  county. 

C  K.  Baxter,  another  printer  then  employed  on  the  paper,  left  the  oilke 
at  the  same  time  and  also  entered  into  the  army  service.  Mr.  Baxter  passed 
away  at  his  late  home  in  I'.IIsworth,  Kansas,  in  June  191 3.  Soon  after  the 
Civil  war  broke  nut,  T.  Y.  Dickinson  was  appointed  assessor  and  internal 
reveinie  collector  for  this  ronnfy.  and  he  leased  the  Press  fn  j.  P.  KadcliflFe.  a 
printer  in  his  employ,  who  appears  as  tiie  editor  of  the  paijer  in  February, 
1863,  although  the  ownership  of  the  paper  remained  in  Mr.  Didcinson  until 
after  Mr.  Baxter  came  out  of  the  army  in  the  fall  of  1864.  when  he  bought 
the  paper  from  Mr.  Dickinson.  The  Press  continued  tinder  the  ownership  of 
the  new  proprietor  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  he  sold  it  to  J.  F.  Raddifiie 
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aitd  Heiiry  J.  Long.  This  partnership  existed  but  a  shurt  time  and  Mr.  Long 
sold  his  interests  to  Benjamin  F.  Kennedy,  and  the  paper  continued  under 
the  editorial  head  of  Raddiffe  &  Kennedy  until  in  September,  1868,  when  Mr 

Baxter  again  ber  ime  connected  with  the  paper,  having  bought  the  half  inter- 
est held  by  Mr,  IxatKiiffc.  Baxtt-r  Kennedy  then  [uiblislied  the  paper  until 
1873,  when  Mr.  Kennedy  was  forced  to  retire  on  account  of  failing  health, 
holding  his  interest  in  the  paper  until  1875. 

On  January  1884,  Mr.  Baxter  sold  out  the  Press  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  late  Frank  W.  Willis,  and  his  nephew,  Edward  P.  Dickinson,  the 
only  sur\'iving  son  of  the  founder  of  the  Press,  T.  Y.  Dickinson.  This  part- 
nersliip  existed  a  shnrt  lime  and  tlien  Mr.  Willi':  I^ecanie  the  sole  owner,  con- 
tinuing the  publication  of  the  Press  untd  the  great  hrc  that  visited  Waterloo 
on  February  12,  1896.  While  the  presses  were  hot  and  the  embers  were 
still  burning,  Mr.  Willis  formed  a  partnership  with  his  son,  Herbert  C. 
Willis,  and  the  paper  was  continued  without  missing  an  issue,  although  the 
fire  occTirred  on  the  morning  that  iIk-  paper  was  to  go  to  press.  Phocnix-like, 
the  Press  arose  from  its  ashes,  and  was  but  a  few  hours  late  in  gointr  \o  press, 
as  a  full  sized  paper,  being  seven  columns,  eight  pages.  This  partnership 
continued  until  the  death  of  the  senior  Mr.  Willis,  which  occurred  on  May 
19,  1913,  when  the  paper  was  continued  by  his  son  and  partner,  and  today 
stands  foremost  for  the  best  pi  iiu  ipks  of  good  citizenship,  enjoying  a  wide 
circulation.    It  support";  the  ]\(.'pulilican  party. 

During  the  time  that  tlie  paper  was  i)u!>iished  by  Baxter  &  Kennedy  in 
1868  the  office  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  publication  was  resumed  with  but 
slight  interruption. 

On  the  morning  that  the  iVm  office  was  burned  in  1896,  at  three  o'clock^ 
when  the  junior  editor  of  the  paper  was  circttlating  about  the  streets  to  find 
business  men  who  had  not  suffered  loss,  «olioitin£r  them  to  take  acKertising 
space  in  the  paper,  and  at  the  same  time  making  the  rounds  to  gel  items  for 
die  paper,  the  editor  was  accosted  by  Mr.  D.  L.  I^eas,  one  of  the  business 
men  who  had  burned  out,  who  remarked,  "Well,  we  won't  have  a  paper  thia 
week,  will  we?"  The  editor  replied,  "Yes,  but  we  may  be  a  few  hours  late." 
Mr.  Leas  thought  that  the  nn«;vver  was  made  in  a  jesting  way,  and  said.  "0!i, 
what  a  liar  you  are  1,'ctlintj  to  lie."  On  publication  day  Mr.  l^as  was  sur- 
prised to  see  the  Press  issued  in  full  size,  seven  columns,  eight  pages,  the 
work  having  been  accomplished  in  Fort  Wayne.  He  looked  up  the  editor 
and  apologized,  saying  that  he  had  no  idea  the  editor  meant  what  he  said. 
(»5) 
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THE  OLDEST  PAPER  IN  THE  COUNTY 

is  the  U  alcrloo  Press,  which  has  been  printed  continuously  for  over  lialt  a 
century.  The  fir^^t  copy  that  was  ever  printed  is  now  framed  and  occuijics  a 
place  ill  the  urtice  of  the  preseut  publisher  of  the  paper,  who  has  a  complete 
set  of  bound  Bes  of  the  paper  for  the  last  forty-four  years.  The  editor  of 
the  Press  set  his  first  type  in  1884  and  has  followed  that  trade  ever  since, 
working  at  the  case  during  school  vacations  until  he  took  up  active  work  on 
the  paper  in  1891. 

MORE  AUBURN  VENTURES. 

In  the  fall  of  1859  Geoige  Kuhlman  started  another  jiapcr  at  Auburn, 
known  as  the  New  Era.  This  paper  was  later  continued  by  Joseph  C.  Love- 
land  until  in  1865,  bein^  called  the  Observer  and  Reporter.   Mr.  Loveland 

moved  !iis  ]>nper  to  Clyde,  Ohio. 

i  iie  svcund  paper  to  be  called  the  DeKiilb  Dcmucrai  at  Auburn  was 
started  by  Williani  H.  Dills  in  18O4,  who  was  later  succeeded  by  Howard 
Coe  as  editor.  Another  paper  known  as  the  Democrat  was  published  at 
Auburn  by  H.  D.  Carroll,  Init  it  lived  only  a  year  and  suspended  publication 
in  1868. 

In  Deceinlx'r,  ).  I".  Kadclihfe  started  an  opiv)siti(»ii  i>a|M'r  at  Watcr- 

Io<j  called  Uie  ^Hr  Line,  but  it  met  with  man\  liard  knocks,  and  in  1S70  sus- 
pended for  lack  of  patronage,  then  being  published  by  James  A.  Barnes. 
The  plant  was  sold  to  Tom  Mays  and  removed  to  .Auburn,  where,  on  January 
I,  1871.  tlie  Mtburn  Courier  was  launched.  Uctore  coming  to  Auburn,  Mr. 
Mays  had  been  connected  with  the  f-'orl  II  ayuc  St-nlii!,-!.  ami  was  an  ex- 
jwricncetl  newspaper  man  of  tliat  time.  He  continue*!  tiie  pa|>er  until  July 
1,  1878,  then  selling  the  Courier  to  Theodore  Reed,  who  came  to  Auburn 
from  Columbia  City,  Indiana.  Shortly  after  his  purchase  he  sold  an  interest 
to  Robert  J.  Lowry,  of  Fort  Wayne,  who  purchased  Mr.  Reed's  interest  in 
1880,  and  continued  the  pai>er  until  he  died  in  1880.  after  which  liiiu  (lie 
paper  fell  into  the  hands  of  Jainc;  A  r.arnes  and  Daniel  V.  ilusselman.  who 
lived  at  Waterloo.  They  contniued  as  partners  until  January  i.  i88j.  when 
I'rank  P.  lilair  bought  Mr.  Husselmairs  interest  in  the  Courier,  and  in 
March,  of  the  same  year,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Barnes,  who 
continued  the  publication  until  about  1899,  when  his  health  began  to  fail  and 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Ci>xey  Miner,  of  Garrett,  and  later  the 
Courier  Company,  Mr.  Mames  still  being  connected  with  the  paper  until  he 
died.    During  the  time  that  Mr.  Barnes  was  connected  with  the  Courier  he 
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established  the  tirst  daily  paper  in  DeKalb  coumy,  and  the  publication  ot  the 
Dfttly  Courier  oonttnned  until  February  7,  1913,  when  the  office  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.   At  the  time  of  the  fire  W.  H.  Mclntyre,  the  automobile 

manufacturer  o(  Auburn,  was  the  owner,  and  then  it  was  that  a  merger  was 

formed  with  the  .  luhurn  Dispatch,  daily  and  \vci'l<h  ,  and  tlu'  (wn  dailv  ]>npcrs 
suspendc<i  and  by  a  combined  force  of  the  tOrnicr  ])ul»Ii'-lK'rs  ut  the  two 
papers,  the  Atdmrn  Eicmnq  Slur  \\a^  launched,  both  the  Courier  and  Dis- 
patch continuing  their  weekly  papers,  Ijeing  issued  semi-weekly. 

THE  FIKST  PAPEE  IN  BUTLBB. 

\V.  T.  Kinny  started  the  first  paper  in  iiullcr,  known  as  the  Herald. 
This  was  in  18O6,  but  it  had  a  brief  existence  of  one  year.  In  1868  another 
paper  was  started  in  Butler,  called  the  Banner  of  Liberty,  published  by 
Emory  Iligly,  the  father  of  the  present  editor  of  the  Butter  Record,  Mr. 
Higly,  desiring  to  advance  with  the  progress  of  the  county  seat,  soon  moved 
his  i>aper  to  Auburn,  styling  it  the  .htbitrn  Times,  but  it  was  short  lived.  In 
1874  R.  Harry  \\  earner  began  the  publication  of  the  Butler  Xci\:s,  but  in  a 
short  time  had  a  vision  of  a  RqNifalicatt  paper  at  the  county  seat  and  moved 
the  plant  to  Auburn,  where  he  launched  the  DeKaib  Comty  R^ubUcan. 
Soon  after  going  to  Auburn  he  became  associated  with  his  nephew,  and  the 
firm  name  was  W'cnmer  fir  Weamer.  In  March,  1878,  R.  H.  Weamer  sold 
out  his  interest  m  the  Republican  to  Calvin  P.  Houser.  In  May.  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Houser  sold  out  his  interest  to  (jeorge  Weamer,  who  was  then  the 
sole  owner,  continuing  the  Republican  until  March,  1881,  when  Mr.  Houser 
and  Joseph  Rainier  bought  the  paper,  but  in  November  of  the  same  year  Mr. 
Houser  Ixni-ht  itt  Mr.  Rainier 's  interest.  In  June,  1884,  Myron  H.  Hois- 
ington  bought  an  interest  in  the  paper  wdth  Mr.  Houser. 

From  the  publication  of  the  Auburn  Republican  evolved  the  Auburn 
Dispatch,  which  paper  is  published  at  this  time. 

After  M.  E.  Smith  sold  out  the  Bntler  Record  he  secured  the  RepuMiccn 
at  Auburn  and  continued  the  paper  a  short  time,  until  Wallatt  B.  Campbell, 
now  of  Anderson,  Indiana,  came  to  Auburn,  and  with  a  printer  partner,  by 
the  name  of  Stevens,  who  came  from  Paxon.  Illinois,  the  Republican  was 
changed  to  the  Auburn  Dispatcii.  They  contiinieii  the  |)ul)Ucation  of  the  i)ai>er 
until  in  the  early  nineties,  when  Mr.  Campbell,  who  had  became  the  sole 
owner,  sold  the  Dispatch  to  George  W.  Gordon,  the  veteran  postmaster.  For 
a  white  Mr.  (<>iidi!n  continued  the  paper  alone,  and  later  took  in  as  a  ])artner 
Charles  Spake,  his  foreman  printer.    This  partnership  existed  until  there 
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were  some  differences  and  Mr.  Spake  started  a  joh  printinj?  office  and  the 
Dispatch  was  again  under  the  control  ol  Mr.  dordon,  who,  at  his  age,  wa^ 
unable  to  carry  on  the  hard  work  incident  to  the  publishing  of  a  paper,  ha\  nig 
in  the  meantime  established  a  daily  paper,  known  as  the  Bvemng  Dispatch, 
The  project  finally  failed  and  the  paper  was  sold  to  Junes  E.  Buchanan^  who 
wa«;  efliting  the  Albion  New  Era.  This  change  was  made  about  ten  3'ears 
ago,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  cr>ntin;ied  at  ilie  iiead  of  the  Dispatch  unlii  ins 
death,  which  occurred  durmg  the  sunmier  of  1913.  Since  that  time  his  son, 
Vern,  has  become  editor  and  manager  of  the  paper,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  his  mother,  they  are  carrying  on  the  publication  along  the  plans  of  the  late 
editor. 

The  Evening  Dispatch  was  discontinued  early  in  the  year,  as  stated  in 
another  part  of  this  chapter,  which  covers  the  merger  story  with  the  Auburn 
Courier. 

FIRST  NEWSPAPER  IK  GARRETT. 

Soon  after  the  town  of  Garrett  was  started  it  was  considered  necessary 
to  have  a  ncw.spaper  in  order  that  the  new  tmvn  might  be  made  an  important 
factor,  not  only  in  tlie  railroad  circles,  but  in  the  business  wuild  as  well. 

The  Garrett  Naas  was  kunched  in  October,  1873,  ^''i'  ^-  Wing  & 
Company,  as  publishers,  and  Thomas  Malony,  as  editor.  It  was  but  a  short 
time  when  the  publishers  found  the  venture  losing  mon«y  and  they  decided  to 
discontinue  the  paper. 

However,  in  1877,  Otho  [.  I'dwdl  trit^d  amnlicr  venture  in  Garrett, 
estabhibliing  the  Garrett  iicraid,  and  conducted  it  as  a  Republican  paper. 
This  paper  also  contained  many  religious  stories,  and  &e  editor  being  of  a 
religious  turn  of  mind,  gave  religious  subjects  more  space  in  his  paper  than  he 
did  news  or  politics,  and  there  was  a  sentiment  growing  in  favor  of  another 
l>aper  of  ihc  opposite  views  on  religion  as  well  as  politics.  This  led  up  t«,  the 
e^labl^sllllleIlt  of  the  Garrett  Clipper  in  1884  by  Henr\'  E.  and  A.  J.  Little, 
brothers.  This  partnership  existed  until  1897  when  they  sold  out  to  Solomon 
Ellis,  who  lived  in  Chicago,  and  desired  to  conduct  a  countiy  newspaper. 
After  conducting  the  paper  for  one  year  he  sold  the  paper  to  Henry  E.  Little, 
and  his  son,  Tracy  C,  now  deceased.  The  father  and  son  conducted  the 
paper  a«i  a  live  wire  until  1905,  when  the  seninr  Mr.  Tittle  died,  and  the  son 
conducted  the  paper  until  the  year  1908,  during  which  tune  he  made  consider- 
able money  onA  of  the  newspaper  business.  He  sold  the  Clipper  to  C.  B. 
Hamilton,  the  present  owner.  The  paper  is  a  stanch  Democrat  newspaper. 
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fearless  and  newsy.  After  Tracy  C.  Little  sold  out  the  Clipper  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  uncle,  and  former  partner  of  his  father,  A.  J.  Little,  in 
the  Little  Hardware  Company,  remaining  there  until  his  death  in  the  spring 
of  1913. 

The  Garrett  Herald  was  continued  and  later  bot^ht  by  C.  W.  Miner, 
who  with  his  son  conducted  the  paper  for  a  number  of  years,  but  finally  dosed 

out  the  paper  about  1900. 

Other  papers  were  started  since  that  time,  but  all  had  a  short  duration. 
The  Garrett  Netifs  was  the  title  of  the  paper  which  was  conducted  by  Alfred 
Kist,  who  was  also  connected  with  the  circulation  department  of  the  Fart 
Wayne  JourwA  Gaaette,  Mr.  Kist  absconded  and  left  hts  paper  heavily  in- 
volved and  it  was  closed  up  by  a  mortgage  foreclostnre  proceeding. 

THE  BUTLER  RECORD 

came  into  existence  m  March,  1S77,  with  W.  M.  Kist  as  the  editor  and  pub- 
lisher, who  continued  at  the  hdm  of  the  paper  until  1880,  when  he  leased  the 

plant  to  R.  Harry  Weamer,  now  deceased,  for  a  term  of  one  year.  Mr. 
Kist  died  during  the  y<'ar  and  at  the  end  of  the  time  for  which  the  plant  was 
leased  his  estate  sold  the  paper  to  W.  F.  Garrison,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Kist. 
Mr.  Garrison  conducted  the  paper  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  the  Record 
passed  through  several  hands,  becoming  the  property  of  Mr.  Maxwell^  who 
sold  the  paper  to  M.  E.  Smith,  and  later  to  Luther  IT.  Higley,  the  present 
editor  and  [)ulilisher,  who  has  built  up  a  good  printing  business  in  connection 
with  his  paper. 

THE  DEK.\LB  COUNTY  U£KAU> 

is  the  name  of  the  Democrat  paper  published  In  Btitler  at  the  present  tmie. 

It  is  the  offspring  of  the  Butler  Rcz'ifzi:  After  Mr.  R.  H.  Weamer  had 
leased  the  Butler  Record,  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Kist  there  seemed  to  be 
soiTK  misunderstanding  as  to  the  time  which  he  was  to  continue  the  paper. 
By  the  death  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Record,  a  termination  of  the  lease  was 
node  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  aroused  Mr.  Weamer  to  start  a  paper  in 
opposition  to  the  Record.  To  do  this  and  make  it  pay,  he  bdieved  it  prudent 
to  make  it  a  Democratic  paper,  ^^r.  Weamer  was  a  very  standi  Republican, 
and  so  close  did  he  draw  the  party  lines,  he  cotild  not  write  a  I^emocratic 
editorial,  so  he  conducted  the  paper  as  the  publisher  and  proprietor  and 
secured  tiie  services  of  John  Baxter,  then  a  Butler  resident,  to  write  the  edi- 
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torials.  This  arrangement  continued  until  1884.  when,  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  he  sold  the  plant  to  Edmund  Calkins,  who  edited  the  paper  until  hi 

March,  iRS;  Tt  then  was  edited  by  George  Lautzcnheiscr  for  three  months 
and  was  sold  John  J.  Iliggins  who  published  the  RnHczv  for  several  yeais, 
when  he  sold  the  plant  to  O.  H.  Downey,  now  editor  of  the  Churubusco 
Truth,  Mr.  Downey  conducted  tiie  paper  a  short  time  and  then  sold  it  to 
M.  E.  Gardner,  now  publisher  of  the  Democmt,  at  Lansing,  Michigan.  In 
a  short  time  Mr.  Downey  again  l>ecamc  editor  of  the  paper  and  in  order  to 
make  some  rh.iiicrc^  in  appearance  of  the  paper,  and  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
it  more  before  the  people  as  a  democratic  organ  of  the  county,  he  changed 
the  name  to  the  DeKatb  County  Herald, 

Later  Mr.  Downey  disposed  of  the  Herald  to  W.  H.  Keenan  who  had 
charge  of  the  paper  until  five  years  ago  when  it  was  sold  to  A.  S.  Powers 
who  today  is  publishing  a  good  paper. 

J'APERS  OF  SHOUT  EXISTENCE. 

These  papers  have  been  numerous,  and  some  of  them  have  been  organs 
of  spite  and  malice,  while  some  have  tried  hard  to  maintain  a  circulation  and 
gain  a  prestige. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighties  a  paper  was  started  at  Cornnna.  known 
as  the  Cornnna  licadlujht.  This  was  in  small  pamphlet  form,  and  was  an 
experiment  along  the  line  of  the  Ram's  Horn.  Joseph  Lovcland,  an  eccen- 
tric character,  was  the  publisher  of  the  paper,  but  it  died  after  a  short  exist- 
ence, struggling  to  the  last.  During  the  time  thai  he  was  editor  of  this  paper, 
his  sister,  Mis<;  Man,'  Lovcland.  a  maiden  lady,  and  his  son.  Joseph  Lovcland, 
Jr.,  learned  to  set  type,  and  after  the  death  of  the  senior  Mr.  Loveland.  Mr. 
Loveland,  Jr.,  and  his  "old  aunt  Mary"  came  to  Waterloo  and  started  a  paper 
called  the  DeKtdh  County  Democrat.  This  was  in  1890,  and  the  paper  had  a 
struggling  life  for  nearly  two  years  when  O.  S  l">avison.  then  a  photographer 
of  W'aterloft,  made  a  venture  and  i>m chased  the  hand  oiufit  nf  the  Democrat 
and  laimched  the  Ad''ocnfc.  This  paper  was  nm  dLirint:  t'le  campaign  of 
1892  as  an  organ  for  ihc  Patrons  of  Industry,  but  was  found  witiiout  sup- 
port enough  to  keep  it  going  in  less  than  a  year  and  the  paper  was  discon- 
tinued. The  outfit  was  then  bought  by  Charles  Spake,  an  Auburn  printer, 
who  moved  the  plant  to  Atilmni  and  Started  an  Opposition  paper  to  the 
Atdmm  Dispatch.  The  new  Auburn  paper  was  known  as  the  Auibum  Tmes, 


Digitized  by  Google 


OKKALB  COUNTY,  na>tANA. 


but  had  a  short  ^stence,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  Dispaitcht  and 
Mr.  Spake  became  a  partiMr  of  George  W.  Gordon,  then  the  publisher  of 

the  Dispatch. 

Shortly  after  this,  others  saw  what  they  thought  to  be  an  .opening  for 
a  tliircl  newspaper  in  Auburn,  and  the  Times  was  again  launched  with  Frank 
Fluke  and  Frank  Cline,  brothers-in-law,  as  the  editors  and  publishers.  A 
new  outfit  was  purchased  and  the  two  printers  used  what  means  they  had  to 
experiment  on  a  money-making  newspaper  scheme,  but  they  were  compelled 
to  retire.  At  this  time  R.  H.  Weamer  again  entered  the  field  and  took  up 
the  Titiics,  hut  in  only  a  short  time  he  was  convinced  that  a  third  paper  in 
Aubuni  had  no  place  and  he  moved  the  plant  to  Hudson  where  he  published 
the  Hudson  Banner.  This  paper  was  conducted  a  number  oi  years  and  was 
finally  suspended  when  Mr.  Weamer  became  too  feeble  to  continue  its  publica- 
tion  and  unable  to  find  anyone  to  take  up  the  work.  Mr.  Weamer's  death 
followed  the  suspension  of  the  paper. 

A  UKEWtKS'  PAI'Kk. 

Jt»t  at  the  time  William  Jennings  Bryan  was  coming  into  prominence  by 
bis  free  silver  ideas,  the  Silver  Daiim  was  conceived  in  Waterloo.  Karl 

Gerner.  hailing  from  Madison,  South  Dakota,  stnick  this  county  after  having^ 
been  in  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  seeking  a  location  for  a  silver  paper.  He 
launched  the  SUver  Dawn  in  July,  1896,  and  sought  subscriptions  for  the  sum 
of  a  silver  dollar.  The  silver  dollars  never  increased  the  circulation  to  any 
extent  and  the  publislur  btcame  restless,  desired  to  make  a  disposition  of 
the  paper  He  finally  succeedetl  in  leasing  the  paper  to  T.ewis  Barnctt  Fretz 
and  Sa\l)y  .Mc[nto«;h,  \\vn  printers,  who  cnndtictrd  the  paper  for  fmir  months, 
when  Mr.  Gerner  was  forccii  tu  lake  the  paper  hack.  During  this  cliange  in 
management  the  name  of  the  pai^er  was  changed  to  the  Dawn, 

During  the  local  option  campaign  of  1909  Mr.  Gerner  sold  ^  Dawn 
to  the  Indiana  Brewing  A  ^  social  ion,  through  the  agency  of  Hon.  S.  T!.  Flem- 
ing, of  Fort  \\'a\Tie,  with  Alfred  Kelley  as  Im-al  prnprictnr  and  jniljli-^hcr. 
Then  it  was  that  Enoch  Moflfett  came  to  Waterloo  to  take  charge  of  tlic  paper 
and,  while  posing  as  a  temperance  man  himself  as  to  habits,  a  detective  em- 
pbyed  by  the  tmperanoe  people  came  to  the  town  and  incidentally  'Inrds  of 
a  feather  flock  together,"  and  the  detective  became  so  "dry*'  that  Mr.  Moffett 
kindly  offered  to  take  his  money  and  go  to  a  drug  store  where  he  could  get  a 
bottle  of  whisky  for  him.   The  detective  consented,  and  after  being  con- 
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vinced  that  tiie  contents  of  the  bottle  were  whisky,  he  labeled  the  bottle  and 
dated  it,  with  the  name  of  the  purchaser  atid  selle  r    Later  the  bottle  appeared 

in  the  grand  jury  room  and  the  court  did  the  rest. 

This  incident  is  mentioned  to  show  the  drift  of  the  influence  that  the 
Dawn  had  and  to  explain  that  it  was  no  wonder  that  it  died  in  April,  1910, 
by  "drowning/*  after  fighting  for  a  wet  campaign. 

TRB  ASHLEY  TIIIXS 

was  started  with  the  inception  of  tlie  town  of  Ashley,  located  on  the  county 
line  adjoining  Steuben  county,  by  George  W.  Strayer,  who  came  along  with 
the  town  boomers  to  make  Ashley,  a  railroad  division  point.  Mr.  Strayer 
conducted  the  paper  for  a  number  of  years  when  his  office  was  completely 
wiped  out  I>v  fire  in  the  middle  of  an  afternoon.  VN'ithmit  loss  of  tinu-,  Mr. 
Stra\i-i  or!^ani;'cd  the  A«hley  Printing  Company,  and  resiinu'd  the  publication 
of  the  Times.  He  continued  this  paper  until  his  death  which  occurred  in 
1903,  when  the  business  was  continued  by  his  widow,  who  secured  the  services 
of  Charles  F.  Kettering,  who  eventually  leased  the  plant  It  was  running 
down  hill  and  the  new  editor  not  being  able  to  pay  his  rent,  refused  to  re- 
linquished his  lea<5e  on  (he  paper.  An  action  was  W^xm  in  the  rrnniit  court 
praying  for  a  receivership.  Judge  J.  H.  Rose  appointed  Herbert  C.  Willis, 
the  junior  editor  of  the  Waterloo  Press,  to  take  chai^  of  the  paper  as  editor 
and  receiver,  continue  the  business,  dose  op  affairs,  collect  accounts,  and  run 
the  paper  at  the  same  time  in  order  that  it  might  be  put  in  shape  to  be  sold 
at  receiver'';  sale.  This  was  during  the  summer  of  jqr>\.  and  in  Xovcmher 
the  plant  was  sold.  Mrs.  .^trayrr,  the  widow  of  the  lair  ( ivor^'c  Stia\  er.  and 
one  of  the  stock  holders,  bidding  in  the  plant.  The  business  had  been  worked 
Up  and  the  paper  placed  on  a  basis  that  made  it  self-supporting.  Mrs.  Sttayer 
in  turn  sold  the  paper  to  J.  F.  Coss,  who  conducted  die  paper  for  some  time. 
Later  Mr.  Coss  sold  out  his  paper  to  the  Angola  Herald,  which  tried  to  print 
an  .Ashley  paper  in  Angola,  and  !ia\e  it  circulated  in  the  DeK.alh-Stt  ulien 
county  town.  This  venture  was  not  a  success,  and  after  some  litigation  the 
sale  was  annulled.  In  the  meantime,  and  five  years  ago,  John  L.  Gillispie 
bought  the  old  Hudson  Banntr  outfit  and  started  up  another  paper  in  Ashtey 
tuider  the  name  of  the  Ashley  Nnvs.  This  he  had  a  hard  tirne  to  make  pay,  as 
two  papers  in  Ashley  (J.  F.  Coss  going  back  in  the  newspaper  business)  were 
more  than  the  town  could  support.  Finally,  Mr.  Gillispie  sold  out  the  Asttley 
Neivs  to  A.  C.  Wolf,  who  has  since  conducted  the  paper,  and  Mr.  Coss  van- 
ished from  tilts  sectkm  of  tbe  country  ahnost  simultaneously. 
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THB  ST.  JOB  If  BW5 

was  started  at  St.  Joe,  in  the  soutlicast  part  of  the  county,  •'everal  years  aci'o 
by  Mort  1'".  Olds.  'I'lie  paper  was  continued  under  his  ntaiia,<^enieiit  several 
years  and  had  a  very  successful  career  lor  a  pajjcr  in  a  sinall  town.  Later  the 
paper  became  the  property  of  Lloyd  Yeiser,  who  finally  disposed  of  the  paper 
to  the  present  publisher,  Fred  J.  Leigbty,  who  has  continttally  improved  the 
paper,  as  an  independent  sheet. 

THE  CORUNNA  STAR 

«as  one  of  itxt  late  projects  that  faded  away,  and  after  a  struggling  existence 
of  about  two  years,  Rex  B.  Wood,  the  preacher  and  checker  player  who  came 
from  Wolf  Lake  to  this  county,  discontinued  the  paper  and  his  subscription  list 
was  taken  up  by  the  Waterloo  Prex.^.  whirh  paper  is  now  filling  the  unexpired 
subscriptions.    The  Star  was  independent. 

THB  AVBtXRN  WEEKLY  BBS. 

John  C.  Lochner,  who  has  condnctcd  a  job  printini?  office  in  Auburn  for 
a  number  of  ^-ears,  and  at  one  time  was  connected  with  the  Auburn  Courier, 
thought  out  a  plan  by  which  a  weekly  ncwsi)ai>er  could  be  published  for  liity 
cents  a  year.  He  launched  his  paper  January  i,  1911,  and  since  that  time  the 
paper  has  prospered  and  all  subscriptions  are  received  at  the  nominad  sum  of 
fifty  cents  per  annum.  Politically,  it  is  independent.  Mr.  Lochner  has  in- 
stalled a  new  Intertype  machine  and  issues  a  four  pa<Te  paper,  all  hntne  print. 
It  is  worth  the  price  charged.  One  of  the  features  of  his  paper  is  to  print  a 
list  of  new  subscribers  each  week,  also  the  names  of  those  who  pay  their  sub- 
scriptiom* 
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THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 
<B)r  A.  Bjrran  Dtueby,  U.  IX> 

Some  years  ago  the  writer,  attended  the  family  reunion,  to  which  the  pub- 
lic was  invited,  in  honor  of  John  Houlton,  the  first  settler  of  DeKalb  county. 

To  nn  old  lady  whn  wn<;  among  thv  tarlier  settlers,  T  asked  the  inllinving 
question:  "What  \vim\'  t!ic  cfrrntr>(  and  most  ^crioit'^  diHiailtics  you  had  to 
contend  with  in  your  new  lionie  in  UcKaih  cunty  in  those  early  days?"  This 
old  lady  very  promptly  replied :  "The  difficulties  were  most  prominent  in  the 
order  I  mention  them :  The  malarial  fever,  the  doctors,  the  mosquitoes  and 
the  licars.  Rut."  she  continued,  "the  bears  are  lon^  viiue  Ln>nv:  '  nir  in- 
dustrious ami  jtr*  oipssive  men  have  iliulud  and  drained  our  low  and  swamp 
lands,  so  the  malaria  is  also  pone,  and  the  mosquitoes  are  "JO  scarce  that  tliev 
appear  lonesome.  The  doctor  we  still  have  with  us,  but  in  such  an  improved 
type  that  he  is  no  longer  a  dread,  but,  on  the  otiier  hand,  we  fed  that  he  is  a 
new  being,  and  we  need  him  for  his  useftdness  and  skill,  in  both  preserving 
our  health  by  his  advice,  and  restoring  our  health.  But  those  first  doctors — 
Oh  mv !" 

W  e  do  not  marvel  that  the  doctcir  was,  in  tlmse  days,  placed  in  the  list  of 
imwelcome  pests,  when  we  know  tliat  the  principal  remedies  were :  First,  the 
lancet,  to  take  from  the  patient  all  the  blood  he  could  spare  and  s611  live,  hop- 
mg  thereby  to  destroy  the  tenctnent  of  the  demon  disease,  and  force  him  to 
seek  some  other  abode,  thinking  that,  perliaps  like  of  old,  by  some  miracle, 
he  V, ould  he  submerged  in  the  sea.  Then,  second,  the  doctor  had  another 
indisiKnsablc  remedy,  "The  Spanish-Fly  Blister,"  which  was  applied  upon  the 
same  ^eory,  indiscriminately  upon  adult  and  child.  Calomel  and  bloe-pill 
were  the  universal  internal  remedies  for  all  diseases  determined  by  the  doc- 
tor's diagnosis,  and  as  a  placebo  when  the  dov  t'  l  s  were  uncertain  in  their 
minds.  On  these  three  remedies  the  doctors  anchc/red  tlieir  Impes  of  sncce'^s 
To  work  out  of  the  ?vstem  the  calomel  and  bliu -pills,  after  they  had  done 
their  savage  work,  gamlxjge,  castor-oil  and  senna,  one  or  ail  of  them,  were 
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freely  admtnUtered.  If  tiie  patient  survived  the  first  course,  it  was  soon 
repeated  until  the  patient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  doctor,  was  only  suffering 
from  the  remedies,  which  he  usually  did.  The  surgeon  in  iHom  ( ;ir]\  days  of 
frontier  life,  mnked  with  the  skilled  car]>enler  and  hlacksinith.  In  fact  the 
former  made  the  doctor's  splints  and  other  appliances  of  wood,  and  the  latter 
niade  his  operative  cutler>',  forceps  and  other  implements  of  steel.  The 
writer  has  some  of  these  relics  in  his  possession.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
aid  lady  at  the  Houlton  reunion  referred  to  above  associated  the  doctor  with 
the  afflictions  of  the  early  days,  as  practice  has  proved  the  doctors  of  that  day 
in  the  frontier  section  were  followintj  traditions  rather  than  scientific  investi- 
gation, with  independent  thought,  both  in  theory  and  practice.  If  the  phy- 
sician in  those  early  days,  with  his  multiplied  trials  to  contend  with,  could 
be  enthusiastic  in  his  efforts  and  carry  conviction  with  what  seemed  to  him 
to  be  the  >  )\  erwhelmini;  weight  of  truth,  what  might  be  his  exulting  joy  now, 
since  tlu-  iii.'ht  of  intervening  years  of  scientific  projjress  and  investigation 
has  so  changed  the  theory  of  disease  and  remedies  since  the  o|X'ning  nf  the 
last  caitury  ?  Both  nicdicine  and  surgery  have  made  greater  progress  in  har- 
mony with  scientific  truth  in  the  last  half  centurv  than  during  all  previous 
history.  Medicine,  however,  with  its  component  sciences  and  surgery  are  not 
alone  in  diis  rapid  and  wonderful  progress,  which  is  world  wide,  but  there 
ha>  been  a  general  awakeuin.L:  in  the  world  of  thmigt-f  duritig  tlii?  recent 
period.  (lisrnverin!^  nnd  iiuenlinij  the  most  wnndcrfnl  aids  to  iuo<iern  life. 
We  can  but  marvel  when  we  endeavor  to  tabulate  tiie  inniiuiLrable  lists.  This 
revolution  has  placed  medicine,  as  a  profession,  a  long  way  on  the  road  of 
science.  As  nature,  with  its  most  intricate  vital  forces,  is  the  superior  physi- 
cian and  first  in  charge  of  every  case  of  human  disability,  the  present  doctor — 
"this  new  type,  this  new  fieini,'^" — 1:=  nnw  on  »;uch  friendly  term^  n  ith  nature 
that  he  lends  rational  assistance  to  his  superior,  and  thereby  gives  most  wel- 
come aid  to  the  afRicted. 

The  following  year  after  John  Houlton  had  setded  in  Franklin  township 
in  DeKalb  county,  on  Fish  creek,  September  4th,  1833,  several  families  im- 
mediately followed  and  settled  in  that  township.  This  fact  from  a  distant 
view  made  a  rosy  field  for  the  first  dortor,  who  was  ^^'i!1iam  ,*^hcldnn,  who 
settled  on  section  two  and  remained  about  one  year  without  much  history,  and 
was  soon  followed  by  Dr.  William  Pink,  a  native  of  England.  He  had  form- 
erly, for  a  time,  resided  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He  was  unmarried,  hav- 
ing had  a  wife  and  two  children  deceased.  Doctor  Pink  made  his  home  with 
John  Fee,  a  brother-in-law  of  John  Houlton.   The  doctor  was  a  man  of 
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good  niamicrs  and  cultured  intelligence,  positive  and  tyrannical  in  his  opinions. 
He  was  addicted  to  the  u<e  of  intoxicating^  drinks,  which  too  often  rendered 
him  inca|)able  of  serving  his  patients;  but  it  !:>  i<aid  that,  during  these  periods 
of  drinking,  he  had  the  discFction  to  positively  refuse  to  give  any  attention 
to  the  sick.  He  frequently  treated  families  with  whom  he  wotild  live  until  he 
had  boarded  out  the  profcssicmal  claim.  If  the  board  suited  him  the  claim 
was  large,  but  if  the  family  was  not  conefcnia!.  the  rlniin  wa«  small.  He  died 
at  the  home  of  Adam  Buyer,  in  Franivhn  towiislnp  ni  11X46.  Dr.  I'eter 
LaDue,  01  I'reneii  descent,  soon  followed  the  arrival  01  Doctor  Wiiliam  Pinl^ 
and  settled  a  little  northeast  of  the  center  of  Franklin  townshipu  He  was  a 
man  of  ill  temper  and  impressed  the  people  that  he  kcked  sympathy.  He 
was  exacting  and  pedantic.  In  the  early  forties  Ik  uv  ncd  to  ^terprise,  now 
Hamilton,  jw^t  acro.ss  the  line  of  Franklin  township,  in  Steuben  county,  and 
soon  died  from  an  accidental  injury  received  when  his  horse  fell  through  a 
bridge.  In  1842  Dr.  William  Joice,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  located  near 
John  Houlton  on  Fish  creek.  Doctor  Joice  was  a  man  of  culture,  good 
habits  and  of  sympathetic  nature.  He  was  conscientious  in  his  professional 
duties  and  the  pioneers  all  respected  and  c\  cn  loved  him.  In  1848  he  moved 
to  Orlatid,  in  Steuben  county,  where  there  were  additional  advantages.  The 
people  of  Franklin  township  and  surrounding  country  regretted  his  departure. 
Doctor  Joice  resided  in  Orland  until  bis  decease. 

Previous  to  1840  there  were  no  roads  cut  out,  only  in  a  primitive  manner* 
simply  cutting  away  the  brush  and  saplings  sufficiently  to  permit  the  passage 
of  o.\  team  and  w.lgon.  These  ronds  were  nieandering  on  the  highest  pronnd, 
avoidintc  ■?\\amp^  as  mnch  as  iKi--ilile.  crushing  swashy  beaver  dam.s.  The.se 
beaver  dams  were  all  named,  hke  buoys  for  the  sailor.  These  trails  look  a 
course  in  the  direction  of  some  distant  fort  or  settlement,  where  could  be 
secured  food  and  other  necessities,  to  sustain  life.  Fort  Wayne,  Fort  De- 
fiance and  Jackson  Prairie  were  the  nearest.  The  St.  Joseph  river  passing 
throujjh  the  southeast  part  nf  the  county,  and  emptyinif  its  waters  into  the 
Maumee  at  Fort  \\  a>iie,  was  an  early  channel  which  the  settler  could  use  for 
exporting  and  importing,  by  the  use  of  pirogue  or  raft.  From  this  fact,  as 
early  as  1834,  settlement  began  along  this  river  in  DeKalb  county. 

Dr.  John  Tatman  located  at  X'ienna.  n-iw  Xewville.  in  1834  or 
1835,  and  made  his  home,  a  portion  of  the  time,  at  Oraiijjeville,  a  competing 
emhrvonic  city,  one  mile  liy  trail,  down  the  river  ir>'ni  \  ienna  T!ic  doctor 
continued  in  practice  a  number  of  years.  Doctor  Tatman  was  noted  for  haste 
and  bluster.  He  always  rode  a  white  horse  and  was  invariably  on  the  gallop 
where  the  conditions  of  the  trail  would  permit.  This  hustle  and  haste  and 
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the  wliito  h*)r<c  made  the  doctor  quite  nuttd.  During  tliesc  years  Doctor 
Herrick  ciigagcii  in  practice  at  Oraiigcviilc.  I  he  writer  can  learn  but  little 
of  him;  however^  we  learned  that  he  met  with  a  fetal  accident  Attempting 
to  crass  the  river  in  a  boat,  he  lost  control  of  it  and  was  carried  over  the 
dam  at  Orangeville  and  was  drowned.  For  the  benefit  of  tin-  lovers  of  the 
mysterious,  1  \^  ill  j-ay  that,  one  of  hi?  patrnns,  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  had  a 
vision  two  weeks  previously,  and  had  stated  that  the  doctor  would  lose  his 
life  in  the  manner  he  did. 

From  1833  to  1842  was  really  the  primeval  age  of  the  medical  profession 
in  DeKalb  county.  The  doctors  labored  under  the  most  trying  circumstances, 
it  being  diftlcult  to  obtain  their  own  supplies  or  those  for  the  comfort  of  the 
sick.  There  were  no  roads  and  ihev  wcvi'  often  scantily  clothed  and  fed. 
One  thing,  Innvcver,  they  always  hati  a  bountiful  supply  of  fresh  air. 

From  1837  tu  184J  the  emigration  into  the  county  was  large,  and  home* 
seekers  had  located  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  The  county  was  oiganized, 
state  roads  laid  out,  and  the  leading  ones  partly  opened.  The  first  of  these 
roads  in  the  main  followed  the  early  trail?.  The  settlers  were  rapidly  cutting 
away  the  timber,  letting  the  sun-rays  directly  upon  the  undrained  soil,  and 
its  numerous  sags  holding  water  which  disappeared  only  by  evaporation. 
This  increased  the  mosquitoes  and  malarial  fevers,  which  made  additional 
demands  for  doctors  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  The  following  named 
doctors  found  a  field  for  busy  work  over  the  entire  county:  Dr.  Solomon 
.^tDUgh.  a  native  of  Tuscarawas  county.  Ohio,  who  k»eafcd  nv  I-'ish  creek, 
in  Troy  township,  in  1845,  where  he  continued  his  extensive  practice,  ac- 
ctunulating  means  to  secure  two  htmdred  acres  of  ei^llent  land,  which  he 
hi^ly  improved  until  it  was  considered  the  best  farm  in  Troy  township.  In 
the  early  sixties  he  moved  to  W^atertoo.  He  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice 
for  nearly  sixty  year';.  His  death  wa<;  arridentnl.  he  having  been  struck  by  a 
Lake  Shore  train  at  a  street  crossing  in  the  niijln 

Dr.  Jonas  Emanuel,  a  native  of  Ohio,  located  at  SiKMicerviiie  in  184^ 
The  doctor  had  an  extensive  practice  and  for  many  ,\  ears  was  the  only  physi- 
cian in  that  section  of  the  county.  He  was  a  man  of  energy,  and  was  atten- 
tive to  business,  and  financially  was  a  success. 

Dr.  William  IT.  Madden,  a  nati\e  nf  Ohi«j.  located  at  Xorristown,  in 
Wihnington  tou  n'-hip;  the  name  was  changed  from  Xorristown  to  Jarvis  and 
finally  to  Butler,  its  present  name.  The  doctor  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice 
and  had  the  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  kind  and  indulgent  and 
never  oppressed  his  patrons  by  hts  professional  chaiges.  He  once  said  to  the 
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writer,  "I  have  had  much  more  joy  out  of  my  efforts,  and  their  results,  in 

relieving  the  sulYcrings  of  liniii.inity  th;ui  I  t  .  i  r  have  had  t'roni  the  money  my 
profcs<;ion  has  made  for  me."  Age  and  intirmtti^■^  i  impelled  him  to  retire 
from  practice,  hut  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  profefjsion.  He  uas 
especially  unsellish  and  kind  to  his  competitors,  and  Ins  long  and  faithful 
friends  mourn  the  decease  of  a  good  man. 

Dr.  James  Milligan,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  located  at  Butler  in 
1853,  where  he  followed  his  professirin  for  fi\  e  years.  The  doctor  was  firm  in 
his  convictions  and  energetic,  but  lacked  devotion  to  his  pnife^^^-on  He 
bought  a  line  farm  in  Troy  inwnship.  to  wiiicii  he  retired,  where  he  enjiiycd  a 
happy  lif?  to  a  good  old  age.  The  doctor  had  frequent  i>eriuds  of  disgust 
with  the  practice;  and  at  one  time  said  to  tiie  writer  while  living  on  his  farm: 
^'When  I  plant  and  sow  for  a  crop  of  grain,  I  expect  to  reap  a  bountiful  har- 
vest, hut  in  medicine  a  doctor  is  always  sowing  to  the  wincl.  and  he  is  for- 
tunate if  lie  ih>c<^  not  tea;)  a  whirlwind."  1  replied:  "Doctor,  you  no  doubt 
love  ai^riculturc,  and  you  study  nature,  and  the  laws  governing  it.  You  per- 
fectly pre])are  the  soil,  you  carefully  select  the  seed,  you  sow  and  plant  in  the 
season,  you  skilfully  till  and  cultivate  tlie  crops,  and  you  are  blessed  with  a 
bountiful  harvest.  Would  not  a  like  study  of  iKUuie  in  dealing  with  the 
human  body,  becoming  familiar  with  the  nornial  am!  abnormnl  eonditions. 
and  the  functions  of  the  organs,  makmg  yourseii  eqnaiiy  as  fairpliar  with  the 
chemiiitry  and  specific  action  of  remedies,  and  administered  with  like  care  you 
exercise  in  planting  and  sowing  your  seeds,  would  you  not  obtain  fully  as 
satisfactory  results?"  He  replied:  *'That  is  all  bosh/'  The  doctor  had  an 
extensive  practice  through  the  coiuitry  of  that  region,  notwilh'^tanding  his 
dislike  for  his  professitm.  He  was  never  known  to  ride  his  horses  ofT  a  walk. 
He  would  say  to  any  one,  asking  him  to  hurry;  "if  the  patient  is  going  to 
die,  they  will  die  anyway :  and  there  is  no  use  of  killing  a  horse." 

Dr.  Noyce  Coats,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  matured  his  boyhood 
days  in  W  ilmington  township,  near  lUitler.  He  took  a  course  of  lectures  in 
Michigan  I'niversity.  and  was  ai)|)ointed  surgeon  in  the  hederal  army  during 
the  war  of  the  RelK-llion.  lie  was  a  man  of  line  rullure.  eom]>anionable  and 
symiKilhclic,    lie  dieil  in  1^77,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Dr.  Hiram  Jones  located  in  Uniontown,  now  the  first  ward  of 
Waterloo,  in  1850.  He  was  noted  for  his  tall  and  angular  physique,  the 
colonial  cut  of  his  clothing,  and  he  always  wore  a  high  silk  hat.  He  was 
st>cial  and  congenial  autl  was  fond  of  s<Kicty:  was  f  tiil  of  anecdotes  and 
stories,  and  his  were  made  rich  by  his  nasal  voice.    He  was  an  old  bachelor 
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and  espedally  foiHl  of  the  company  of  young  ladies.  He  frequently  boisted 
tliat  no  tricks  could  be  successfully  perpetrated  on  him.  One  winter's  evening, 
after  a  drifting  snow,  he  invited  two  jolly  and  very  popular  young  ladies  tO 

accompany  him  to  a  spelling  school  at  :i  (li>tant  <5chool  house.  The  roads 
were  badly  drifted  with  snow  While  at  the  siKjlling  contest  the  Imus  re- 
moved the  bolts  whicii  iield  the  box  of  his  sleigh  to  tlie  running  gear,  and 
when  he  started  for  home,  with  the  young  ladi^,  the  first  drift  they  reached 
the  sleigh  was  dumped  into  the  snow,  and  old  "John,"  the  horse,  went  home 
with  the  sleigh.  The  doctor  never  heard  the  last  of  this  trip,  and  he  deeply 
felt  the  humiliation,  Init  said:  "It  wa?  the  most  chilling  and  jjerplexing  case 
in  all  my  professional  career.  "  He  retired  frorn  practice  during  the  early 
sbcties,  married  a  Miss  Johnson,  of  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  who  had  in- 
herited her  father's  estate,  and  they  migrated  to  Missouri,  where  snow  drifts 
were  seldom  known. 

Dr.  Isaac  John  Ilornberger,  a  rnTitcmporary  with  l>r.  Htratn  Jones 
at  W  atirloo.  wa"*  retiring  in  his  niainuT.  hut  iiad  the  contidence  ot  tlie  people. 
He  was  conservatively  liberal  in  i>is  \iews  and  sympathetic.  In  the  early 
sixties  his  health  failed,  and  he  retired  from  practice,  dying  about  the  time 
of  the  dose  of  the  war  of  the  Rdiellton. 

Dr.  William  Bcnier,  a  native  of  Ohio,  located  as  a  young  physician  in 
Salem  Center,  Steul'jen  county,  in  Tlaviiitj  had  a  \ery  large  i)afroiiaije 

from  the  ivinhern  half  of  ])eKaIli  comUy,  ni  1802  he  located  in  Wuttrloo, 
DeKalb  county.  He  made  the  tifalment  of  chronic  diseases  a  specialty.  The 
doctor  had  a  wide  and  deserving  reputation ;  he  had  a  superior  knowlejlge  of 
therapeutics,  had  an  analytical  mind-,  was  quick  of  perception,  and  seldom 
was  in  error  in  any  detail  of  his  diagno.sis.  He  had  the  gift  of  memory  to  the 
extent  that  he  coiiUI  relate  in  detail  every  remedy  he  had  used  and  its  effect 
in  every  case  in  his  hfty  years*  practice.  He  died  in  Waterloo  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

The  physicians  at  Auburn  during  the  primitive  period  of  DeKalb  county 
were  Doctors  Ross,  Haynes,  Cooper,  Prichard.  (  »h\er  and  I\oe;  in  addition 
to  these,  prior  to  185'  .  were  Doctors  J.  II.  Ford,  W.  B.  Dancer,  TTenrkicks 
and  T-  N'-  Chamberlain;  all  of  tlu-<e  four  men  had  more  than  urdniary  al)ility: 
they  were  energetic,  quick  of  ixTception  and  exercised  suijerior  judgment  in 
their  iwofession.  Their  everyday  lives  were  convincing  proof  of  their  un- 
selfish interest  in  humanity.  Eadi  one  of  them  was  alwajrs  ready  to  lend  on- 
selfr^h  cminscl  and  aid  to  the  younger  meml>crs  of  the  profession.  They  have 
passed  to  their  reward,  but  they  still  live  in  history  as  deserving  noblemen. 
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Frwn  1842  to  1856  doses  what  might  be  teraied  the  middle  ige  of  the 
settling  of  DeKalb  county  and  its  development.  In  1856  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  Air  I.inc  railroad  was  completed  through  the  center  of 
the  county,  causing  the  bm'l  HtiL::  of  the  thrivinjr  town"?  of  Butler,  Waterloo 
and  Coruiina.  The  Fort  Wayne  l»ranch  of  the  Lake  Shore  K-  MichiErnn 
Southern,  through  the  center  north  and  south,  which  passes  tlirough  Suminit, 
Wateiloo,  Auburn*  Auburn  Junction,  St.  Johns  and  New  Era,  quickly  fol- 
lowed these  railroads.  The  Eel  River,  now  Vandalta  railroad,  was  built  from 
Butler  to  Logansport.  passing  through  the  city  of  Auhurn,  running  from 
northeast  to  southwest  throiiL^li  the  mtmty.  Tlie  Balliinore  &  Ohio,  built 
through  the  southern  tier  of  townships,  which  caused  the  building  of  the  town 
ot  St.  Joe  on  tlic  east  in  Concord  township,  and  the  village  of  Concord, 
Auburn  Junction,  and  the  city  of  Garrett,  where  are  located  the  division  and 
shops  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  The  Wabash  enters  the  county  in  Troy 
township,  near  the  village  of  Artie,  passing  through  the  cities  of  Butler,  St. 
JcK-  and  Spenrer\  ille  The  construction  of  these  railmad*;  catised  the  building 
of  new  towns  and  i  apidiy  increased  the  growth  of  the  older  ones,  i-rom  this 
wonderful  development  and  increase  of  population,  we  can  readily  see  that 
from  1856  to  the  present  constitutes  the  modem  age  of  DeKalb  county  in 
c\  Lry  rc^fK  i  t.  Tii  fliis  period  the  doctors  have  located  in  every  inviting  fidd. 
Thc>  ha\  e  U  en  mostly  yonng  men  fresh  from  colleges  and  universities,  ener- 
getic and  intelligent. 

THE  MtUlCAL  SOCIETY. 

The  question  of  a  medical  society  had  for  a  long  time  been  suggested  and 

urged  during  personal  interviews  and  professional  councils  of  the  doctors  as 
they  chrinccd  to  meet  thrnnrjhotit  the  cotinty. 

In  1882  the  doctors  most  interested  in  the  advancement  of  tlie  [>rotession 
met  in  Auburn  to  organize  a  nodical  society.  There  was  but  one  question 
which  arose  touching  upon  the  laws  and  rules  that  should  govern  the  society 
which  called  out  discussion.  This  was  whether  a  woman  w  ho  had  the  accom- 
plishment of  ^^  D.  should  be  received  into  the  society  During  the  discussion 
one  grave  ami  influential  doctor  arose  somewhat  agitated  and  said:  "Mr. 
I'resutent;  I  think  no  one  of  us  would  I*  injured  by  the  civilizing  mfluence 
of  women :  unless  yon  have  lost  all  love  for  yottr  motiier  and  your  wife,  if 
you  have  one,  I  can  see  no  earthly  reason  why  women  should  not  be  allowed 
to  become  medical  men  in  this  society.'*  This  created  an  outburst  of  laughter, 
and  there  were  no  further  ohjcrtions.  By  unantmous  consent  women  who 
were  medical  doctors  were  admitted. 
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Upon  the  completion  of  the  organization  of  the  Medical  Society  of  De- 

K«tb  Coatatf,  as  an  auxiliafy  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  fifteen 
doctors  vten  jnesent  and  signed  the  constitution  and  by4nn.  This  meeting 

convened  at  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Carpenter  in  the  city  of  Butler  on 
July  27,  1882,  following  a  meeting  at  the  office  of  Dr.  J  A.  Cowen  in  the 
city  of  Auburn  a  few  days  before  for  making  temporary  arrangements  for  the 
organization.  Out  of  the  fifteen  who  signed  the  by-laws  at  that  meeting, 
tiiere  are  only  two  living  at  this  date.  There'have  been,  since  tiie  oiganizatioo 
of  this  society,  in  1882,  many  doctors  located  in  DeKalb  count)',  who  for  some 
reason,  best  known  to  themselves,  ha\  c  not  affiliated  with  the  medical  society. 

As  a  rule  these  doctors  not  athliating  have  been  transient  or  have  failed 
to  recognize  the  educational  features  of  the  society  for  the  advancement  of 
profemoosl  knowledge. 

The  following  named  doctors  have  affiliated  with  the  organization  of 
the  medical  society  since  its  beginning,  and  the  sode^  keenly  feels  the  loss  by 
death  of  many  of  these  benefactors  and  their  wise  counsel:  J.  S.  Bamett,  J. 
J.  Littlefield,  J.  B.  Bennett,  \\'.  II.  Madden.  R.  S.  ShefTcr,  A.  A.  Ward,  J.  S. 
Kenestrick,  C.  E.  Nusbaum,  J.  S.  Yount,,  JJ.  M.  Hines,  S.  M.  Sherman,  J.  V. 
Lewis,  V.  Anderson,  L.  A.  Hines,  U.  G.  Souger,  M.  E.  Qinj^er,  A.  A. 
Krsmer,  W.  P.  Carpenter,  W.  K.  Mitchett,  J.  B.  Casebeer,  S.  H.  Snyder,  T. 
C.  Sargent,  James  N.  Chamberlain,  Mrs.  L.  A.  P.  Leasure,  W.  F.  Shumaker, 
P.  S.  Kaadt,  Frank  Bevier,  J.  H.  Ford,  G.  E.  Emannel,  F.  M.  Hines,  J.  C. 
Baxter,  W.  W.  Swartz,  Frank  Brown,  W.  K.  Schlusser,  J.  A.  Cowan,  D.  J. 
Swartz,  F.  W.  Fanning,  Mrs.  Vesta  M.  Swartz,  V.  A.  Humphrey,  U.  J. 
Ward,  M.  M.  Bowen,  N.  J.  Shook.  J.  O.  Buchtd,  J.  A.  Stough,  A.  Byron 
Darby,  Frank  Broughton,  N.  L.  Hines.  J.  A.  Clevenger,  A.  V.  Hines,  J.  C. 
Emma,  E.  L.  Fosdick.  D.  A.  Sebrinj,',  .\.  S.  FarriTig:ton,  T.  J.  Wilkinson,  R. 
Elson,  H.  W.  Bowman,  Charlc<  S.  Stewart,  Z.  li.  Staniets,  L.  U.  Geisinger, 
G.  T.  Mathena,  J.  T.  Dimn,  J.  B.  Adams,  J.  E.  Showaltcr,  W.  H.  Nusbaum, 
F.  A.  King,  J.  W.  Thomson. 

The  ntmiber  of  physicians  now  in  practice  in  DeKalb  county  totab 
thirty-nine  and  are  located  as  follows :  In  the  city  of  Butler,  five ;  Ncwville, 
one;  St.  Joe,  three;  Spencer\qlle,  two:  Waterloo,  five;  Auburn,  twelve;  Gar- 
rett, seven;  Corunna,  two;  Ashley,  two. 

These  men  now  engaged  in  practice  have  the  contidence  of  liie  com- 
nnmities  m  which  they  live,  are  mtelligent  and  aspiring,  keeping  in  the  front 
rank  with  the  most  skillful  in  the  state. 
(16) 
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In  conclusion,  I  am  sure  it  will  gladden  the  heart  of  every  reader, 
whether  doctor  or  la>inan,  when  I  tell  you  that  a  more  glorious  epoch  is  at 
hand.  Its  dawning  light  will  guide  the  medical  profeasitm  into  tiw  merruig 
paths  of  scientific  sanitaticm;  and  the  doctor  wiU  be  employed  to  prevent 
disease  instead  of  being  employed  to  cure  disease ;  which,  at  best,  with  all  the 
profotindest  skill  thai  is,  or  will  be,  leaves  tlie  sufTcrer  with  physical  loss 
which  cannot  be  regained.  When  the  doctor  succeed?  in  preventing  disease 
the  millennium  for  the  medical  profession  has  come.  It  is  in  sight.  The  light 
will  soon  disperse  all  doubt  Then  the  doctor's  regrets  and  sorrows  from 
sympathies  for  die  afflicted,  blasted  hopes  throng  failures,  and  tears  of 
sympathy  shed  when  alone  in  his  sanctum  for  the  bereaved,  will  all  disappear ; 
and,  instead,  he  will  realize  the  pleasure  of  triumph,  joy  instead  of  sadness, 
hopes  realized  instead  of  failure,  and  smiles  in  place  of  tears.  T  know  I 
voice  the  hopes  of  the  profession,  here  and  elsewhere,  that  imfailing  science 
may  direct  us,  and  lead  us  into  the  light  of  truth,  that  we  may  more  bountifully 
Uess  mankind,  and  restore  man  from  bis  dwarfed  and  weakened  condition, 
to  the  strong  and  beautiful  creature  that  God  created  as  the  crowning  glory 
of  His  omnipotent  power. 
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TBB  BENCH  AND  BAS.- 

(By  John  W.  Baxter.) 
PHOBATB  0017BT. 

When  DeKalh  county  was  orpnnized,  the  law  provided  for  a  probate 
court,  to  be  known  as  the  Probate  Court  ot  DeKalb  Cotmty.  Such  court  had 
"origftnal  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  aU  matters  relating  to  the  jvobate  of 
wills  and  testaments,  granting  of  letters  testamentary,  and  letters  of  adminis- 
tration, and  of  guardianship — the  settlement  and  distribution  of  decedents' 
esttites,  the  examination  and  allowance  of  the  accounts  of  executors,  adminis- 
trators and  guardians,"  and  also  "concurrent  jurisdiction  in  all  suits  at  law,  or 
in  equity  upon  all  demands  or  causes  of  action  in  favor  of  or  against  heirs, 
executors*  administrators,  or  guardians,  and  their  securities,  and  representa- 
tives when  the  amount  in  controversy  shall  exceed  fifty  dollars,  and  in  parti- 
tion of  real  estate;  and  the  assig^nment  of  the  widow's  dower;  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commissioner  to  make  deed  on  title  bond  g^iven  by  deceased  obligor; 
and  to  authorize  the  guardian  to  sell  and  convey  the  real  estate  of  his  ward 
in  oertf^  cttea."  The  judge  of  the  probate  court  was  elected  by  the  votera 
of  the  county  and  oommisaioned  by  the  governor  of  the  state  to  serve  for  a 
term  of  seven  years,  and  until  his  successor  may  be  chosen  and  qualified,  if 
the  same  shall  so  long  behave  well.  The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  and  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  served  the  probate  court  as  clerk  and  sheriff  respectively, 
and  the  judge  was  authorized  to  call  to  his  aid  a  jury  for  the  trial  of  proper 

The  law  provided  that  "no  person  shall  be  either  elected,  commissioned 
or  appointed  such  judge  of  the  probate  court  until  he  shall  first  have  obtained 
a  certificate  from  some  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  some  one 
of  the  president  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  that  he  is  qualified  to  discharge 
ihie  duties  appertaining  to  said  oQioe  of  probate  judge — ^provUed,  tfiat  such 
judge  of  die  supreme  or  drcuit  court  in  tlie  examination  herdiy  authorized. 
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shall  have  due  regard  for  the  legal  qualifications  of  such  person;  and  pro- 
vided also,  that  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to 
require  any  judge  of  said  probate  court  to  be  a  professional  character." 

COMMON  PLSAS  OOUKT. 

The  court  was  abolished  1^  the  Xj^slature  in  1852,  and  its  jurisdiction 
transferred  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  then  estahli^lK d  Lott  B.  Merrick 
and  John  C.  Wood  at  ditterciit  tiinc^  were  e]crte<l  and  iirc^ided  as  jndj^c;  of 
the  common  pleas  court  of  DeKalb  county.  The  court  ot  common  pleas  was 
established  by  the  Legislature  of  1852,  and  our  district  was  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Lagrange,  Steuben,  DeKalb,  Noble  and  Whitley.  At  the  Octo- 
ber election  of  that  year  John  Morris  was  chosen  judge  of  the  common  pleas 
court  for  the  district,  for  the  term  of  four  year's,  when  Egbert  B.  ^fott  was 
elected  as  his  successor,  and  served  for  one  term.  These  judges  were  both 
pioneer  lawyers  of  DeKalb  county,  and  brought  to  the  bench  rich  learning  in 
the  law,  and  iiigh  ideals  of  honor  and  the  business  of  the  court  and  of  die 
bar.  Afterward,  William  M.  Oapp,  of  Albion,  Noble  county,  was  elected 
judge  of  this  court,  and  so  continued  utitil  the  court  was  abolished  by  the 
Legislature  of  1873.  business  and  jurisdiction  were  transferred  to  the  cir- 
cuit court 

JUSTICES  OF  TBE  FEACB. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  have  had  limited  jurisdiction  in  both  civil  and 
criminal  rases  since  the  organizatioii  of  the  state  :tnd  county.  Their  juris" 
diction  in  civil  cases  is  confined  to  the  township  of  their  residence,  but  in 
criminal  cases  it  is  coextensive  with  the  county.  The  justices  of  the  peace 
generally  have  not  been  versed  in  the  law,  and  often  their  educational  qualities 
have  been  very  limited,  although  DeKalb  county  has  had  many  of  these 
justices  who  have  been  endowed  with  fine  qualities  of  judgment,  and  who 
rarely  departed  far  frotn  right  conclusions  upon  ca<;es  brought  before  them. 
Of  these  the  writer  is  rctninded  of  George  Beard,  an  early  justice  of  Frank- 
lin township;  Gcoigc  liamey,  a  pioneer  justice  of  Concord  township;  George 
W.  Idaxweil,  who  served  as  a  justice  first  in  Wihnington  township  and  after- 
ward in  Richland.  Also  Cyrus  C.  Walter,  who  acceptably  served  for  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Auburn,  These  worthy  squires,  by  their  wise 
counsel,  assisted  in  settling  many  annoying  dispute*;  to  the  advantage  of  both 
parties  without  suit,  and  when  a  cause  could  not  be  adjusted  except  by  a  suit. 
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thqr  fearlessly  gave  decision  as  justice  and  law  required,  and  tiieir  judgments 
were  rarely  overturned  fay  afipeaL 

CIRCUIT  COURT. 

The  circuit  court  has  been  court  of  general,  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion since  the  orgfanization  of  this  state,  and  since  the  common  pleas  court 
was  abolished  in  1873.  The  circuit  court  has  also  lind  exclusive  jurisdiction 
in  guardianships  and  the  settlement  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons. 

In  tiie  early  days  of  Indiana,  when  the  settlements  were  small  and  scat- 
tered, diere  were  many  counties  grouped  together  in  one  judicial  circuit,  and 
ibit  judge  of  ^  circuit  rode  from  one  county  to  another  in  the  judicial  cir- 
cuit, accompanied  by  the  lawyers,  and  held  cntirt  in  each  county  seat,  until  the 
business  was  disposed  of.  and  as  ihv  inhabitants  and  wealth  of  the  rouiities 
increased,  bringing  an  increase  in  the  business  of  tiie  courts,  the  number  of 
circuits  was  increased,  so  that  fewer  counties  were  included  in  each  circuit, 
until  at  Ais  time  each  of  the  larger  counties  of  the  state  comprises  a  judicial 
district  DeKalb  county  has  never  attained  to  this  distinction,  but  has  al- 
ways been  included  with  another  county  or  counties  in  the  formation  of  the 
judicial  circuit.  By  the  act  of  1873  the  lliirty-fifth  judicial  circuit  was  made 
to  consist  of  Noble,  DeKalb  and  Steuben  counties,  and  in  1889  the  circuit 
was  again  changed,  and  since  has  been  composed  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
ommties. 

DeKalb  count)  has  not  ahva\s  been  especially  fortunate  in  the  judges 
of  its  circuit  court,  hut  generally  tfie  bench  of  the  court  has  been  occupied 
by  able  and  honest  lawyers,  and  some  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  of 
our  state  have  pmided  as  the  regular  judges  of  this  court  Until  the  adoption 
of  the  state  constitution  of  1852  the  circuit  court  consisted  of  a  president 
judge  of  the  circuit,  who  went  from  county  to  county  with  two  associate 
judges  elected  in  the  county.  The  president  judge  could  alone  hold  the  court 
in  the  absence  of  the  associate  judf^es,  or  w  ith  either  of  them,  if  tlic  other  was 
absent,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  president  judge  the  two  associate  judges 
couM  hold  the  court,  except  in  capital  cases  and  cases  in  chanceiy. 

CncUIT  COURT  JUDGBS. 

The  following  named  president  judges  occupied  the  bench  of  the  DeKalL* 
circuit  court :  Charles  Ewing,  E.  A.  McMahon  and  J.  W.  Wright  The  asso- 
ciate judges  were:  Arid  Walden,  Thomas  L.  Yates,  Samuel  Widncy,  Ndson 
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Payne,  Robert  Work.  David  ]\rartin,  Abraham  Cope  and  G.  C.  Mudgett. 
Since  1852  the  following  named  men  ha\e  presided  as  judge  of  this  court: 
E.  R.  Wilson,  then  living  at  Bluffton;  James  Borden,  then  living  at  Fort 
Wayne ;  Reuben  J.  Dawson*  then  liviAg  at  Spencerville ;  Robert  Lowery,  then 
of  Cioshen,  but  afterward  removed  to  Fort  Wayne,  where  for  many  years  he 
presided  as  judge  of  the  Allen  superior  court  with  marked  ability,  from 
which  he  retired  to  represent  this  dij-trirt  in  the  conc^Tc??  of  the  United  States. 
Hiram  S.  Tousley,  a  lawyer  of  Albion,  a  kin<j  and  able  judge,  occupied  the 
bench  of  this  court  both  before  and  after  ins  service  as  a  soldier  in  tljc  war  of 
1861.  Others  were:  James  I.  then  living  at  Waterloo,  who  made  an 
excellent  judge,  but  he  resigned  to  return  to  the  bar,  where  he  always  en- 
joyed an  extensive  practice,  and  where  he  was  justly  rated  as  one  of  the  best 
of  trial  lawyers  and  an  honorable  antaf,'onist ;  Joseiih  A.  \N'oodhull,  of  An- 
gola, was  a^jpointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Judge  Best's  resignation,  and 
presided  acceptably  until  the  next  election,  when  Hiram  S.  Tousley  was 
dected  for  the  second  time,  but  his  Iwalth  failed  and  he  died  in  office,  and 
Charles  A.  McClellan,  of  Waterloo,  w  as  appointed  and  presided  for  about  one 
year,  until  the  next  election,  when  R.  Wc^  McCride,  then  of  Waterloo,  was 
elected  and  made  an  excellent  judge  for  tlie  term  of  six  years.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Elkhart,  where  he  jiracticed  law  for  a  short  time  before  he  be- 
came a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state.  He  is  now  located  at  In- 
dianapolis, where  he  enjoys  a  large  practice,  largely  in  the  supreme  and  ap> 
peltate  courts.  Stephen  A.  Powers,  of  Angola,  w  as  the  next  judge  for  a  full 
term.  \\  illiam  L.  Penficid,  of  Auburn,  was  then  elected,  but  resigned  during 
his  term,  to  accept  a  position  as  solicitor  in  the  dei>artment  of  state  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  I'rank  S.  Roby,  then  of  Auburn,  was  appointed  to  till  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Penfidd,  and  made  a  good  judge 
until  the  next  election,  when  Ezra  D.  Hartman,  a  good  lawyer  and  a  good 
man,  was  chosen,  but  diseases,  resulting  from  his  arnvv  services  had  brt^cen 
his  health,  and  he  died  while  in  office,  and  Jaine^  11.  Rose,  a  capable  young 
lawyer  of  Auburn,  was  appouiied  and  made  an  excellent  judge  mitil  the  next 
election.  Emmet  A.  Bratton,  of  /\ngoIa,  was  then  chosen,  and  served  for  a 
full  term  of  six  years  as  a  most  painstaking  and  ccmscientious  judge.  Frank 
M.  Powers,  of  Angola,  was  elected  to  this  oftice  in  November,  1910,  and  is 
still  the  judge  of  this  court,  and  is  engaging  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
with  tlie  same  quiet  business  habits  and  thorouj^h  knowledge  of  the  law 
which  made  him  a  successful  lawyer.  The  busmess  of  the  court  has  been 
badly  interfered  with  by  the  loss  of  most  of  its  records  in  a  fir^  which  on  Fib^- 
ruary  8. 1913,  destroyed  the  building  in  which  the  court  was  hdd. 
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BABLY  LAWVBRS. 

The  list  of  the  lawyers  of  DeKalb  county  contains  the  names  of  many 
men  who  have  rankefl  hig^h  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench  of  llii^  state.  With- 
out presuming  to  give  an  ahogether  complete  hst,  the  foibwing  are  re- 
membered by  the  writer,  as  the  men  who  have  practiced  law  while  living  in 
this  count  J :  Egbert  B.  Mott,  of  Aubuxn,  also  judge  of  common  pleas  court; 
Timothy  R.  Didcinson,  of  Auburn,  afterward  of  Waterloo;  John  Morris,  of 
Auburn,  afterward  of  Fort  Wayne,  judge  of  common  pleas  court,  and  after- 
ward supreme  court  commissioner,  a  fine  lawyer,  a  great  scholar  and  always  a 
gentleman;  Reuben  J.  Dawson,  of  Spenccrville,  judge  of  circuit  court;  Abner 
F.  Pinchin,  of  Hamilton,  then  at  Butler,  was  district  attorney  in  early  days. 
AH  of  the  above  named  are  deceased.  WHlliam  H.  Dills,  of  Auburn,  deceased ; 
James  B.  Morrison,  of  Auburn,  removed  west;  Guy  Plum,  of  Auburn,  de- 
ceased; James  L  Best,  of  Waterloo,  also  jiulgr  of  circuit  conrt,  and  supreme 
court  commissioner;  Charles  A.  O.  McCleilan,  of  Waterloo  nnd  Auburn, 
judge  01  circuit  court,  and  representative  in  congress,  deceased;  Lewis  J. 
Blair,  of  Waterloo,  deceased ;  James  £.  Rose,  of  Auburn,  deceased;  Edward 
W.  Fosdidc,  of  Butler,  deceased;  Joseph  L.  Morelan,  of  Waterloo,  deceased; 
R.  Wes  McBride,  of  Waterloo,  judge  of  circuit  court  and  of  supreme  court, 
now  at  Indianapolis;  Ezra  D.  Ilartman,  of  Ai;l>urn,  alio  jud^'e  of  circuit 
court,  deceased;  Charles  E.  Emanuel,  ot  Auburn,  deceased;  Price  D.  West, 
01  Auburn,  deceased,  William  L.  Pcnfield,  deceased;  James  M.  Sonimers,  of 
Waterloo,  deceased;  Frank  S.  Roby,  of  Waterloo  and  Auburn,  now  of  In> 
dianapoHs;  William  T.  Bopc,  of  Butler,  now  at  Bad  Axe,  Michigan;  Andrew 
J.  Baxter,  of  Butler,  deceased;  Frank  C.  Baxter,  of  Auburn,  deceased;  Ed- 
ward B  Dunton,  of  I'utler,  now  in  Mississippi;  Daniel  "i".  Jlusselman,  of 
Waterloo  and  Auburn,  deceased;  Hubert  E.  Ilartman,  of  Aul)Uin,  now  in 
r^etroit;  James  H.  Rose,  of  Auburn,  now  at  Fort  Wayne;  Walter  Penficld, 
now  in  Washington,  D.  C 

THE  PRESENT  SAK. 

The  active  members  of  the  DeKalb  county  bar  at  this  time  are  as  fol- 
lows; iJaniel  D.  Moody,  18O9;  Publius  V.  Hoffman,  1872;  John  W.  Baxter, 
1875;  James  H.  Rose,  1889;  Willis  Rhoads,  1894;  James  £.  Ftomeroy, 
x%)S;  Danid  M.  Linl^  1894;  C  M.  Brown,  1892;  Cbailes  S.  Smith,  1899; 
Cfaaries  O.  Borst,  1895;  E  W  Atkinson,  1913 ;  L.  B.  Gatten,  191 1 ;  J.  Glenn 
Miner,  1909;  Wintlnt>p  W.  Ketcham,  191 3;  Frederick  O.  Shearer,  191 3. 
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These  attorneys  are  in  Auburn.  In  Waterloo  are:  William  H.  Lt-as,  1847; 
Cyni??  M.  Phillips.  1875;  George  \V.  Crooks,  1897;  Henry  J.  Sp  ic  1  :-y.  1904, 
In  Garrett  arc:  Lewis  J.  Gengier,  1890;  Edward  M.  McKennati,  1895; 
WiHard  W.  Sharpless,  1891 ;  Howard  \V.  AlounU,,  1895;  J.  D.  Briiikerlioff, 
1902.  In  Butler  are :  Casnus  J.  Coats.  1 87; ;  Frank  A.  Brink,  1 878 ;  WilUam 
P.  Endioott,  1910;  Forest  H.  Ritter,  191a 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


POUTICAL  IlISTORV. 

The  political  history  of  DeKalb  county  is,  in  many  respects,  similar  to 

that  of  the  other  counties  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  In  fact,  politics  is  a  sub- 
ject that  permits  of  various  and  equally  truthful  viewpoints.  Graft,  injustice 
and  favoritism  are,  of  course,  present  wherever  men  are  chosen  by  popular 
vote  to  fill  official  positions;  but,  on  tlie  other  hand,  there  are  more  clean 
elections  and  proper  campaign  tactics  in  force  than  a  public  is  allowed  to 
believe.  The  newspaper  is  the  means  of  comrnunication  to  the  peopte,  but 
upon  reading  two  different  papers,  two  theories,  apparently  each  tenable,  are 
learned.  However,  this  is  not  the  purpose  of  history,  atid  in  the  discussion  of 
DcKalb  county  politics,  no  recrnirse  will  he  niatle  tn  the  party  issues  and  tlie 
attitude  of  the  voters  and  newspajHrrs ;  an  effort  will  simply  be  made  tu  tell 
dK  facts,  results  and  the  general  character  of  the  fxumty  during  the  campaign 
ttmes;  also  a  complete  list  of  the  officers  chosen  in  the  county  from  the  date 
of  organization  until  the  present  year. 

FIRST  ELECTIONS. 

The  first  election  after  the  organization .  of  the  county  of  De- 
Kalb was  held  on  August  6, 1838,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Luther  Keq> 

for  commissioner,  Wesley  Park  fcH:  sheriff,  Lott  Herrick  for  school  commis- 
sioner, and  Robert  Work  for  coroner.  These  men  had  \  cry  little  opposition. 
In  addition,  a  representative  was  voted  for.  and  David  B.  Hcrriniau  was 
chosen  with  a  uiajority  of  fourteen.  Peter  Fair,  A.  F.  Bcecher  and  Samuel 
Widney  were  chosen  commissioners  in  1837,  but  tiie  county' could  hardly  be 
said  to  have  been  organized  at  that  date. 

The  first  presidential  election  in  which  the  county  particii)ated  was  the 
one  of  TS40,  when  Harrison  and  Van  I^iircn  were  the  candidates  for 
President.  Glowing  descriptions  have  been  given  of  the  "hard  cidei*' 
campaign  of  that  year,  and  the  glorious  and  enthusiastic  rallies  where  the 
slogan  of  'Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too"  was  sung  by  mardiii^  crowds.  Harri- 
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son  was  successful  in  the  county,  for  of  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-four 
\'ote5  cast,  he  received  a  majoriQr  of  ten;  thus  the  Whigs  were  strongest  in 

DcKalb. 

Four  years  later,  during  the  uiciuuraljlc  canipagin  of  1844,  the  Whigs 
had  as  their  candidate  Henry  Qay,  of  Kentucky,  and  his  chances  were  re- 
garded as  very  favorable.   However,  a  compromising  letter  penned  by  this 

soa  of  the  "(lark  and  blootiy  ground  country"  just  before  election  caused  his 
chances  t'>  decrease,  and  when  election  r:ime  the  Free-Soilers,  with  James  K. 
Polk  at  the  helm,  were  victorious.  I'olk  s  plurality  in  the  state  of  N'ew  York 
was  but  live  thousand.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  "ifs"  of  this  result — thus, 
bad  one-third  of  the  votes  given  to  James  G.  Bimey  in  that  state  been  given 
to  Gay,  the  whole  course  of  history  would  have  been  changed ;  New  YorJc 
would  have  given  a  majorit\'  to  the  Whig  party,  Clay  wonld  have  been  named 
President,  and  the  annexation  of  Texas  defeated,  and  the  Mexican  war  of 
1849  ^vould,  in  all  probability,  never  have  occurred.  The  total  vote  of  this 
election  was  over  twice  tliat  cast  during  the  canip:\ign  of  1844, 

In  1848  the  Democrats  nominated  Cass  and  Butler,  the  Whigs  Taylor 
and  Fillmore,  and  the  Free-Soil  men.  Van  Buren  and  Adams.  DeKalb  county 
favored  Cass  in  thi^  election. 

The  election  of  iS::*  cainc  just  after  the  famous  compromises  of  i<S50, 
and  before  the  renewal  of  the  agitation  over  slavery,  caused  by  Kansas- 
Nebraska  troubles.  Both  Whigs  and  Democrats  adopted  platforms  in  favor 
of  the  1850  compromises,  but  General  Scott,  the  Whig  candidate,  was  not 
trusted  by  either  the  friends  or  enemit if  slavery  restriction.  The  result  was 
that  he  carried  only  the  states  of  Massachu.H'tts,  Vcnnoiu.  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nes'^er,  while  Gen.  b'ranklir.  PirTc.  uf  tin*  Democrats,  carried  twenty- 
seven  states.   DeKalb  count}  gave  Pierce  a  majority  of  her  votes. 

In  1852  a  new  state  constitution  was  adopted,  fixing  the  general  annual 
election  in  the  month  of  October.  Previously,  it  had  been  held  in  August. 
The  Whig  party  expired  with  the  disastrous  defeat  of  1852,  and  the  Republi- 
can party  ro<o  and  noininntcd  T"bn  C.  Fremont  fi>r  PicsiilLiit.  James  Bti- 
channn  wri^  tlu-  L)cnii n  i  .iiic  i  huice.  and  .Millard  I  ire  iKaded  the  .Ameri- 
can parly.  Biiciiaiuiii  ua.-,  elected.  He  received  the  largest  numlxT  of  votes  in 
DeKalb,  with  Fremont  second. 


The  presidential  election  of  the  year  l8(>o  was  easily  the  most  import- 
ant of  the  government  luitil  that  time,  and  afterward  until  the  present.  A 
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big  issue  was  existent,  and  the  country  was  divided  as  it  never  was  nor 
probably  ever  will  be.  The  Republican  party,  reprc<;cnting  the  North  and 
Union,  nominated  Ahrahnm  T.incoln  for  the  presidency;  the  Democratic 
part}-,  for  the  Sontli  and  sla\'ery,  chose  John  C.  Breckenridge.  The  regular; 
Denx>cratic  party,  other  than  the  Democratic  party  of  the  SoaQu  nomiiiated 
Stephen  A.  Douglase,  who  advocated  popular  sovereignty,  a  middle  ground. 
A  fourth  party^  desi.c;nat<  I  the  Union  party,  named  John  Bell  as  candidate, 
b\]t  the  party  was  of  i:ttli-  importance  in  the  mmpn'gn.  as  it  had  very  indefi- 
nite view?.  V>y  niniiiiii,''  nrcrkcnridc^e,  tht-  S'^uth  threw  the  presidency  tO 
Lincoln,  when  it  miglit  have  supporietl  Douglas  as  a  whole,  and  won. 

DeKalb  county  gave  Lincoln  a  plurality  of  one  hundred  and  one,  and  a 
majority  of  seventy-five.  Breckenridge  received  but  two  votes.  The  town- 
ships in  favor  of  Lincoln  were:  Butler.  CoiK-or<l,  Xcwvillc,  Stafford,  Wil- 
mington. Union.  Franklin  ntid  Troy.  Jackson,  Richland,  Fairfield  and  Smith- 
field  gave  Douglas  the  majority. 

The  one-sided  vote  in  DcKalb  county  does  not  represent  tiie  general 
spirit  that  prevailed  here  during  those  stirring  times.  The  county  was  a 
hotbed,  and  political  enthusiasm  reached  a  h^  point  Meetings  where  in- 
flamed oratory  abounded  were  numerous,  and  rallies,  processions,  and  barrel- 
head speakers  proclaimed  the  excitement  i,f  the  people  There  \vcre  many 
"butternuts"  in  DeKalb  county,  but  upon  beconung  too  obstreperou.s  iliey 
were  promptly,  sometimes  with  coercive  measures,  man-handling,  forced  into 
silence. 

LATER  BLBCTfONS. 

The  Rcpiiblfcans  drew  a  great  deal  of  strength  iM  ni  the  election  of  i860, 
and  afterward  bore  out  this  prosperity  with  repeated  successes.  In  1868 
U.  S.  Grant  received  a  majority  of  twenty-four  in  DeKalb  county,  out  of  a 
total  vote  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-six.   In  1873  Grant 

was  again  nominated  by  the  Republican  party,  and  the  new  division,  the 
Liberal  Republicans^,  nnminnteil  Tlorat  f  Crei  ley.  Grant  was  again  \  icturious. 
The  following  paragraph,  written  in  the  Auburn  Courier  after  the  election,  is 
interesting : 

"From  a  careful  glance  over  the  late  battlefield,  the  probabilities  are  that 
we  have  met  tiie  enemy  and  they  have  somewhat  gobbled  us  in.  That's  noth- 
iqg.  Twelve  years'  experience  has  taught  us  that  Salt  River  is  a  navigable 
stream.  The  air  at  it=!  headwaters  is  pure.  I)ut  not  so  very  'healthy.'  The 
country  is  inliabited  by  white  men  exclusively,  and  although  many  of  these 
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are  barefooted  tlu-y  submit  with  Christian  fortitude.  There  is  not  a  postoffice 
in  the  neighborhood.  National  banks  are  af;  scarce  as  hen  teeth,  and  there  is 
not  a  very  large  niunber  01  brigadier-generals  in  the  country.  A  few  army 
contractors  are  there,  but  they  are  as  poor  today  as  they  were  ten  years  ago. 
Our  boat  on  diis  occasion  started  from  the  CMiio  river  and  was  propelled  by 
Kentucky  darkies.  When  we  shall  lea^-e  the  country  is  not  yet  determined. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  time.  We  shall  return  to  plague  our  enemies  who 
have  contributed  so  freely  to  send  us  'up  the  river.' " 
And  again: 

"We  have  a  mouraful  pkasure,  or  a  pleasing  moumfulness,  we  don't 
know  which,  to  perfonn.  Greeley,  you  know  Greeley.  He  was  for  Presi- 
dent   Now  he  ain't.    Well,  Greeley,  he  wore  a-running  for  an  orfice,  and 

Grant,  heinix  horseback,  heat  him.  You  see  there  was  a  hole,  or  a  chasm, 
as  H.  G.  called  it,  in  the  way,  and  he  thotight  it  was  nothing,  that  he  could 
reach  across  it  just  as  easy  as  falling  off  a  log.  But  he  reckoned  without  a 
host  (of  voters).  When  U.  S.  came  to  it,  he  jumped  it  with  his  horse,  but 
Uncle  Horace,  in  attempting  to  shake  with  a  fellow  on  the  side,  fell  in,  and 
that  was  the  end  on  him.  The  main  rcas-n  why  H.  G.  was  not  elected  was 
that  he  could  not  get  eiiougli  states,  ii  Cirant  hadn't  been  round,  Greeley 
would  have  been  ahead,  as  he  beat  O'Conor  in  every  state.  There  was  another 
reason,  the  hor(ac)se  disease  was  bad  in  New  York,  and  it  kept  spreading 
until  it  was  everywhere.  Whenever  a  thing  spreads,  then  you  may  know  it 
gets  thin,  and  thus  you  may  account  for  H.  G.'s  vote.  We'll  be  opposed 
hereafter  to  having  elections,  when  such  things  are  around." 

PRESinENTIAL  VOTE  IN  DEKALB  COUNTY. 

in  1&40  Harrison  and  Tyler  received  one  hundre<l  and  seventy-seven 

votes,  and  Martin  Van  Burcn  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

In  7f^44  Polk  and  Dallas  received  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  votes; 
Clay  and  Frelinghuysen,  two  hundred  and  .sixty-nine ;  and  James  G.  Bimcy, 
six. 

In  1848  Cass  and.  Butler  received  nine  hundred  and  sixty-eight  votes  in 
the  county;  Taylor  and  Fillmore,  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven;  and  Van 

Burcn  and  Adams,  three  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

In  1S52  Pierce  and  King  received  seven  hundred  and  eighty  votes  ;  Scott 
and  Graiiam,  three  hundred  and  ninety-one;  Hale  and  Julian,  one  hundred 
and  sixty -four. 
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In  1S56  James  Buchanan  received  one  (hniisand  twr)  Inindred  and  forty- 
seven  \  otes ;  John  C.  Fremont,  one  thousand  ninety-seven ;  Millard  Fillmore, 
seventy-five. 

In  i860  Abtaham  Lincoln  received  fifteen  hundred  votes;  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  thirteen  hundred  ninety-nine;  John  Bell, -twenty-four;  and  John  C 
Breckenridge,  two. 

In  1864  Lincoln  recei\  ed  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-four;  Geprge  B. 
McCleilan,  fourteen  hiiiidred  seventy-two. 

In  1868  U.  S.  Grant  received  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  votes;  and 
Horatio  Seymour,  seventeen  htndred  twenty-six. 

In  1872  U.  S.  Grant  received  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-cme  votes; 
Horace  Gredcy,  fifteen  hundred  forty-four;  and  Charles  O'Conor,  ninety^ 
four. 

In  1876  Samuel  J.  Tilden  received  twenty-five  hundred  and  fifty-three 
votes;  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  twenty-three  hundred  and  eighty-one;  Peter 
Cooper,  Ihirt^r-eight. 

In  1880  Winfield  S.  Hancock  received  twenty-five  himdred  and  eighty- 
two  votes ;  James  A.  Garfield,  twenty-four  hundred  and  forty-one ;  James  C. 
Weaver,  one  hundred  and  ten. 

In  1884  Grover  Cleveland  received  twenty-seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  votes;  James  G.  Blaine,  twenty-four  hundred  fifty-one;  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  ninety-five;  John  P.  St  John,  fifty-nine. 

In  18S8  Grover  Qevdand  received  thirty-one  hundred  and  sixty  votes; 
and  Benjamin  TTnrrisnn,  twenty-eight  hundred  seventy-nine. 

In  1892  Grover  Cleveland.  Democrat  received  twenty-eight  hundred 
and  one  votes  in  DeKalb  county;  Benjainni  Harrison,  Republican,  twenty- 
four  hundred  and  ninety -nine;  Bidwell,  Prohibitionist,  one  hundred  ninety- 
eight;  and  Weaver,  Peoples,  seven  hundred  and  forty-six. 

In  1896  William  J.  Bryan,  Democrat,  received  thirty-six  hundred  and 
seventy-ei£^ht  votes;  William  ^TcKinley.  Republican,  thirty-one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven;  Levering,  Prohibitionist,  thirty-three;  Palmer,  Gold  Democrat, 
twenty-five ;  National  ticket,  fourteen. 

Li  1900  Biyan  received  thirty-four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  votes; 
McKMey,  thirty-two  hundred  and  ei^^een;  WooUey,  Prohibitionist,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine;  the  Social  Democrats,  Union  Reform,  and  Peoples 
tickets  received  two,  one  and  seven  votes,  respectively. 

In  1904  Alton  B.  Parker,  Democrat,  received  two  thousand  eight  him- 
dred and  twenty-seven  votes ;  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Republican,  three  thousand 
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four  liundred  and  sixteen;  l*n)hil)itirjiiist  ticket,  three  hundred  and  forty- 
three;  Peoples,  sixty-seven;  Socialist,  one  hundred  fifty-four;  Socialist 
Labor,  twenty-nine 

In  1908  WitHsun  J.  Bryan,  Democrat,  received  three  ttuNisand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  votes ;  A\'illiani  H.  Taft,  Republican,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-one;  Prohibition,  two  hundred  eic:bt\ ->o\Tn ;  Socialist, 
sixty-three;  Peoples,  five;  Socialist  l^tlMir.  two;  Inde|H.-ndtnl,  eigh'.ieii 

In  1912  Woodrow  Wilson,  Democrat,  received  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  votes  in  DeKalb  county;  William  H.  Taft,  Republican,  one 
thousand  one  hundred  twenty-five;  Theodore  Roosevelt,  exponent  of  the  new 
Progressive  party,  one  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-three;  Prohibition,  two 
hundred  forty- four;  Socialist,  four  hundred  thirty-seven. 

STATB  SENATORS. 

Followinff  i<  t!ie  list  of  senators  who  have  served  in  tin*  ^tatc  I.ei,n-;lature 
from  DeK.ilb  county:  Elias  Baker,  1839-41;  David  B.  Hcrriman,  1841-3; 
David  II.  ilerriman,  1843-6;  Madison  Marsh,  1846-9;  Reuben  J.  Dawson, 
1849-50;  Robert  Work,  1850-2;  George  W.  McConnell,  1852-fj;  Miles  Water- 
man, 1856-1860;  Timothy  R.  Diddnson,  1860-2;  William  H.  Dills,  1862-4; 
Enos  B.  Noyes.  1864-8;  George  A.  Milnes,  1868-1872;  William  G.  Croxton, 
1872-76;  Samuel  S.  Shutt,  1R76-18R0;  Jesse  H.  Cari>ciner,  T880-1884:  La- 
fayette J.  Miller,  1884-1888;   Jackson,  1888-1892;  James  E.  Mc- 
Donald, 1892-96;  W.  H.  Nusbaum,  1896-1900;  Charles  H.  Bruce,  1900-4; 
Cyrus  E.  GalUtin,  1904-8;  Stephen  A.  Powers,  1908- 1912;  Glenn  Van 
Auken,  191 2-1916. 

STATB  REPRBSBNTATIVES. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  representatives  who  liave  served  in  the 
State  Legislature  from  DeKalb  county,  or  sudi  territory  as  tiie  county  has  been 
identified  with:  Asa  Brown,  1839-41;  Madison  Marsh,  1841-3;  Jacob  Hel- 
wig,  1843-4;  Jacob  Helwig,  1844-6;  David  B.  Wheeler,  1846-8;  Reuben  J. 
Dawson,  1848-9;  Edward  R.  May,  1849-50;  Edward  K.  M:\y,  1850-1:  (Oil- 
man C.  Mudget,  185 1-2;  E.  F.  Hammond,  1852-3;  Robert  Work,  1852-3;  A. 
P.  Clark  and  James  HadseU,  1853-6;  Budirod  Cadin  and  W.  I.  Howard, 
1856^;  Miles  Wat«nnan,  1858-60;  Henry  Fcagkr,  i86ch2;  Miles  Watermaa, 
1862-4;  Robert  M.  LcKkliart,  1864-6;  Ezra  D.  Hartman,  iSCj^vS;  I^wis  D. 
Brttton,  1868-70;  Lewis  D.  Britton,  i^po^;  Samuel  S.  Shutt,  1872-4;  Miles 
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Waterman,  1874-6;  William  H.  Madden,  1876-8;  Samuel  S.  Shutt,  1878- 
1880;  Samud  S.  Shutt,  (joint)  and  Daniel  D.  Moody,  1880-2;  Eli  B.  Garber 
(joint)  and  Duiid  D.  Moody,  1882-4 ;  William  Bamey  (joint)  and  Daniel 

D.  Moody,  i8a4-6;  J.  D.  Leiglity  and  William  M.  Barney,  i88&^;  

Jackson  (joint)  and  Freeman  Kelley,  1888-1890;  Norman  Teal  f  joint)  and 
Freeman  Kelley,  1890-92;  Marion  F.  Franks,  1892-4;  Frank  A.  Willis,  1894- 
6;  Norman  Teal  C joint)  and  C.  M.  Brown,  i&)6-8;  Charles  M.  Rrown.  tSq8- 
1900;  Jefferson  W.  Jackman,  1900-2;  Russell  S.  Hull,  1902-4;  Howard  W. 
Mount,  1904-6;  Luther  W.  Knisely,  1906-8;  Edward  M.  M^ennan,  1908- 
to;  Edward  M.  McKennan,  1910-12;  Edward  M.  McKennan,  191^14. 

COUNTY  SHERIFFS. 

From  the  year  1837  to  1850  Wesley  I^rk,  Thomas  J.  Freeman,  Jonathan 
Faffenbarger  and  S.  W.  Ralston  successively  hdd  the  office  of  dieriff.  Since 
1850  the  foil  owing  have  held  the  ofllce  in  DeKalb  county:   \V.  K.  Straight, 

1850-  4:  Isaac  Brandt,  1854-6;  S.  W.  Ralston,  i8-<>-i86o:  T.  N.  Chamberlain, 
1860-2;  J.  N.  Miller,  1862-4;  H.  Willis,  iH()4-S:  J.  Plum.  1868-1872;  W.  L. 
Meese,  1872-6;  John  St.  Clair,  1876-8;  A.  S.  Leas.  1878-1882;  John  W. 
Boyle.  i8^>6;  K.  Garrison,  1886-88;  J.  Plum.  1888-90;  Philip  "Flvm,  1890- 
2;  Georgt  C.  Ralston,  1892-4;  Henry  P.  Stroh,  1894-6-8;  John  Hatha\vay, 
1898-1902;  Cenrpe  W.  Rlciks,  1(702-4;  James  W.  Reed,  I9Q4-6-8;  R.  L. 
Thomas,  1908-10-12;  John  P.  Hoff,  1912-14. 

COUNTY  CLBRKS.  • 

John  F.  Coburn.  1 837-1 84 1  ;  S.  W.  Sprott,  1841-1851:  J.  P.  \\  id!i»-v 

1851-  5;  S.  W.  Sprott.  1855-9;  John  Ralston,  iH-ixj-if^)- ;  ].  R.  Lanning, 
1867-1875;  G.  H.  K.  Moss,  1875-1880;  John  W.  Baxter,  1880-4;  D.  Y.  Hus- 
adman,  1884-6;  George  A.  Bishop,  1886-98;  George  O.  Denison,  1898- 1904; 
Qiarles  A.  Jenkins,  1904-1908;  Warren  A.  Austin,  1908-1912;  John  Hebd, 
I9i>-I4. 

COUNTY  AUmTOSS. 

S.  W.  Sprott,  1841-2;  Aanm  Hague,  1842-9;  Miles  Waterman,  1849-55  > 
M.  F.  Pierce,  1855-60;  A.  J.  Hunt,  1860-2 ;  George  KuMman,  X862-6:  W..W. 

Griswold,  1866-70;  W.  Mclntyre,  1870-4;  Isaac  Hague,  1874-8;  Albert  Rob- 
bins,  1878-82;  Thomas  H.  Tomiinson,  1882-6;  Cyrus  C.  Walter,  1886^; 
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Hernian  N.  Coffiuberry,  1890-4;  Frank  A.  Burst,  1894-8,  Frank  P.  Seller, 
1898-190^;  Herman  D.  Boozer»  1903-6;  Emery  A.  Shook.  1906-10;  A.  W. 
Madden,  1910-1914. 

COUNTY  RBCOBDVIS. 

The  office  of  recorder  was  combined  with  that  or  clerk  for  the  lirst  four- 
teen years  of  the  county's  existence.  The  incumbents  of  the  office  since  it 
was  created  have  been:  John  McCune,  1851-5;  W.  W.  Griswold,  1855-9; 

S.  W.  Widney,  1859-64;  G.  R.  Hoffman,  1864-8;  D.  Z.  Hoffman,  1868-76;  M. 
Boland,  1876  84;  John  Butt,  1884-6;  George  M.  Crane,  1886-90:  Samuel 
Williams,  18904;  Milton  C.  JonCsS,  1894-8;  Daniel  Herrick,  i8<>S-i904; 
John  W.  Henderson,  1904-8;  Samuel  G.  Haverstock,  1908-12,  VViiliaui  Mc- 
Nabb,  I9i2*(deceased) ;  Harvey  O.  Williams  appointed  to  fill  out  unexpired 
term. 

COUNTY-  TSBASURSXS. 

Wesley  Park,  1837-51;  S.  W.  Kalstun,  1851-3;  J.  E.  Hendricks,  1853-5; 

£.  W.  Fosdick,  1855-7;  Jacob  Hdwig,  1857-9;  B.  Catlin,  1859-61; 
George  Barney,  1861-5;  L.  J.  Blair,  1865-7;  F>     Ryan»  1867-72;  Nicholas 

Ensley,  1872-6;  Daniel  Gonser,  1876-S0;  L.  J.  Miller,  1880-4;  

Brandon.  John  L.  Davis,  1886-8;  Gcorpe       Probst,  1888-90;  Reu- 

ben Sawvel,  -^'  { ;  David  W.  Fair,  1894-6;  Henry  iriines,  1896-8;  Francis 
M.  Hines,  i898-i9«>o-2 ;  George  W.  Probst,  1902-4-6;  H.  H.  Slaybaugh, 
1906-8-10;  John  J.  Oberlin,  19XCK12. 

C0in«TY  SUKVBYORS. 

Joseph  Nodine,  1852-4;  Joseph  Nodine,  1854-6;  Danid  W.  Altenburg, 
1856-8;  Daniel  W.  Altenburg,  1858-60;  Marias  Buchanan,  1860-2;  Danid 

W.  Altenburg,  1862-4;  Henry  M.  Stoner,  1864-5;  George:  W.  Weeks,  1865-7; 
Joseph  W.  McCasslin,  1867-70:  I'^nac  K.  Shaffer,  1870-2;  Chauncey  C.  Clark, 
1872-4;  Winfield  S.  Bangs,  1874-0;  Jay  J.  Van  Auken,  1876-8;  J.  J.  Van 
Auken,  1878-1880;  Azam  P.  Foltz,  1880-2;  J.  J.  Van  Auken,  1882-4;  J-  J- 
Van  Auken,  1884-6;  I.  F.  McDowdt,  1886-8;  Jacob  M.  Hook,  1888-90-2; 
Calvin  E.  Van  Auken,  1892-4-6;  J.  H.  W.  Krontz,  1896-8-1900;  Commodore 
P.  Hamman,  1900-2-4:  John  Eakright,  1904-6-8;  Charles  L.  Wagoner,  X908- 
10-12;  A.  L.  Link,  1912-14. 
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COUNTY  OOKONERS. 

Robert  Work,  1838-9;  l^yron  l  inunell,  1839-40;  Wesley  P'ark,  1 840- 1 ; 
John  O.  P.  Sherlock,  1841-2;  james  Goetschius,  1&42-3;  ().  A.  Parsons, 
IS43-5:  David  Weaver,  1645-6;  Diudd  Weaver,  1846-7;  Jo«eph  Nodiiie* 
1847-8;  John  McQdlan,  1848-9;  Charles  C  Kni^y^  1849-51;  Ljmiaii  Oud- 
sey,  185 1-2-4;  Lyman  H.  Coe,  1854-6;  Jeremiah  Plum.  1856-8-60;  Henry 
iR<n-2:  Jereniiali  rium,  1862-4;  George  W.  A.  Smith,  1864-6:  Henry 
Feagler,  i8()6-8;  George  Metcalf,  1868-70-2;  James  J.  Latson,  1872-4-6- 

8-80-82-84;  Francis  Picker,  1884-6;  J.  B.  Casebeer^  i886-«;  Wood, 

1888-90;  Lafayette  D.  Miser,  i890-2«4;  Vuicenl  C.  Bronson,  1894-6;  J.  W. 
Hughes,  1896-8;  Emlin  G.  Campbell,  1898-1900;  Charles  Comesky,  1900-2; 
Wilham  H.  Ettinger,  1902-4;  John  C.  Baxter,  1904-6;  Frank  Broughton  and 
Fred  Briggs,  1906-8;  Fred  Briggs,  1908-10-12;  £.  Treesh,  1912-14. 

PKOSECUTOItS. 

Retihen  J.  Dawson,  1843-5;  John  W.  Dawson,  1845-7;  Reuben  J.  Daw- 
son, j847-<):  Timothy  R.  Dickinson,  1849-50;  Egbert  B.  Mott,  1850-2;  J.  M. 
McConnell,  1852-4;  John  W.  Dawson,  1854-6;  Saiiford  J.  Stoughton,  1856-8; 
James  M.  Sdidl,  1858-9;  George  D.  Copeland,  1859-60;  Augustus  A.  Chapin, 
1860-2;  James  H.  Schell,  1862-4;  Joseph  W.  Cunningham,  1864-6;  Thomas 
Wilson.  1866-7;  Thomas  J.  Smith,  1867-70;  Thomas  Wilson,  187(5-2:  Leigh 
II.  Ilaymond,  1872-4;  William  B.  McConne!!,  1874-6;  Daniel  11.  Moody, 
187O-8;  George  B.  Adams,  1878-80;  George  B.  Adams,  1880-2;  Harry  Rey- 
nolds, 1882-4;  Francis  M.  Powers,  1884-6;  E.  A.  Bratton,  1886-8;  H.  Leas, 
1888-92;  Joseph  Butler,  1892-6-8;  Cynis  B.  Jackson,  1898-1900;  Joseph 
Butler.  i9(x>-2;  Alphonso  Wood,  Ujo2-4;  Charles  S.  Smith,  i<>o4-6;  J.  Delano 
Brinkerii off,  1906-8;  Joseph  Butler,'  1908-10;  W^illiam  H.  Leas,  1910-12; 
James  R.  Xyce,  1912-1914. 

COUUON  PLEAS  PROSECUTORS. 

W.  W'.  Griswold,  1852-4;  Asa  M.  Tinker,  1854-A:  Lolaiul  H.  Storker, 
1856-8;  Abner  Pinchin,  1858-60;  Joseph  W.  Cummings,  1860-2;  Alexan- 
der B.  Kennedy,  1862-4;  Asa  M.  Tinker,  1864-6:  Joseph  D.  Ferrall,  1866-8; 
William  G.  Croxton,  1868-70-2;  Daniel  Y.  Husselman,  1872-4.  The  office 
vras  then  abolished  and  the  business  turned  over  to  the  circuit  court 
(17) 
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JUDGES. 

In  the  chapter,  "Bench  and  Bar,**  is  given  a-fnll  list  of  the  judges  (com- 
moB  ptou,  assocnte^  and  drcnit)  who  have  served  DeKalb  county  or  terri- 
toriet  Goinprisit^  the  county. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

HISTOXY  OP  EDUCATION. 


THE  EARLY  SCHOOL. 

The  fiillow  iiiy  i;>  fr'  iii  tlu-  manuscript  nf  J.  K.  Rn=.e.  l>ein^  part  of  ail 
address  delivered  ijelore  the  Old  Settlers"  A^sriciatii >n  nn  jimp  15. 

"The  first  schoolhouse  built  in  the  county  was,  I  think,  in  the  Handy 
settlettient,  three  miles  south  of  the  place  where  the  town  of  Bntler  now  is.  It 
would  be  a  airiosity  now.  Permit  me  to  describe  it  today  as  it  stood  more 
than  forty  years  ago.  It  was  huiU  of  round  logs,  that  is  of  unhewn  If):,'  1  ' 
sixteen  feet  wide  and  twenty-four  lonjr.  with  a  puncheon  floor  and  ;i  vied 
runner  chimney:  a  Jireplacc  extending  across  one  end  of  the  building,  and  a 
door  near  the  corner  in  the  side.  The  chimney  was  made  of  mud  and  sticks, 
and  was  so  latfe  at  the  top  that  much  of  the  light  that  ilhmiinated  the  literary 
path  of  the  students  (hiring  the  weeks,  or  the  spiritual  path  of  the  churchgoers 
on  Sunday,  came  down  the  chimney  through  the  smoke.  At  the  end  of  the 
room  opposite  the  fireplace,  was  the  window  which  con«i«;t(Ml  of  a  row  of 
'seven  by  nine'  gla.s.s,  occupying  the  place  of  a  log  that  had  lieen  left  out  when 
the  building  was  raised.  The  window  was  nine  inches  high  and  sixteen  feet 
long,  and  when  a  snowball  pasising  through  the  air  without  the  aid  of  human 
agency  ( for  no  boy  ever  threw  a  snowball  that  hit  a  window),  and  a  pane  of 
glass  wn';  lirnken,  its  place  was  supplied  hy  a  piece  of  oiled  paper. 

■"Thof  were  usualh-  supplanted  wi(l>  glas<;  at  the  rfinTTncncciiunt  (if  a 
tenn;  the  number  of  accidents  of  iliai  mysterious  nature  ihul  tr.in.-^pired  dur- 
ing the  term  could  be  determined  by  the  number  of  greased  papers  in  the 
window,  and  as  these  unprovided  panes  of  glass  became  nuitorous  in  the 
window  and  were  not  exceedingly  translucent  during  cold,  cloudy  days,  when 
the  door  must  l>o  kept  sluit,  the  whulc  '^cIkmiI  literal's  qroped  in  darkness.  The 
writing  desk  was  a  hewn  puncheon  placed  against  the  wall,  at  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  in  front  of  the  window,  and  a  seat  at  the  writing  desk  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


260 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


a  post  of  honor  enjoyed  only  by  the  large  scholars,  and  those  who  occupied  it 
were  envied  as  bitterly  by  the  balance  of  the  school  as  the  senior  class  in  al- 
lege is  by  the  freshmen.    The  cracks  between  the  logs  were  chinked  with 

pieces  of  wood  and  claiil)f(l  u  ith  nuul  outside  and  in.  The  ceiling  was  made 
of  round  poles  extending  frum  one  side  of  the  room  to  the  Other,  the  ends 
resting  in  cracks  made  large  for  that  purpose  on  each  side. 

'*Over  the  poles  mud  was  spread  in  copious  profusion,  wfaidi,  when  dried, 
formed  a  ceiling  that  bid  defiance  alike  to  piercing  wimfe  of  winter  and  the 
scorching  heat  of  the  summer  sun.  The  roof  was  made  of  clapboards  held  to 
their  place  by  lops  laid  on  top  of  theni,  called  weif^hl-poles.  The  seats  were 
made  of  sassafras  poles  about  six  niches  in  diameter,  split  in  two,  the  heart 
side  up,  and  wooden  pins  or  legs  in  the  bottom  or  oval  sides.  These  were 
made  to  suit  the  comfort  of  full  grown  men,  and  iKnce  were  so  high  frOm  the 
floor  that  the  aid  of  the  teacher  was  necessary  to  place  the  small  sdiolars  on 
their  seats;  and  when  there  no  little  «ire  was  required  on  their  part  of  avoid 
falling  off. 

E-i^RLV  TEXT  BOOK.S. 

"The  text  books  used  were  the  Western  spelling  book,  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  for  advanced  scholars,  the  old  English  reader.  The  scholars  who 
ciphered  used  such  arithmetics  as  they  coiikl  procure,  but  Dabold's  predom- 
inated; and  when  an  industrious  and  studious  scholar  had  reached  the  "rule  of 
three,'  the  teacher,  to  avoid  an  exposition  of  his  ignorance  of  the  mysteries 
beyond,  prudently  required  a  review,  and  the  mathematical  ardw  of  the  ann 
bitious  youth  was  cooled  by  being  turned  back  to  notation  and  compelled  to 
mcnu)rize  the  tine  print  anti  foot  notes.  As  there  was  not  a  unifonnity  of 
books,  there  were  !Jo  cla^^c;  except  spelling  and  reading  classes,  and  each  stu 
dent  studied  ariilinictic  on  his  own  hook,'  Tlic  advent  of  such  a  man  as  my 
friend  Houser  or  Kceran  into  the  neighborhood  at  that  time,  with  their 
sample  desks  and  ink  wells,  slate  blackboards  and  crayon  pencils,  tcrrestial  and 
celestial  globes,  Spencerian  copy  books,  and  a  trunk  full  of  eclectic  spellers, 
reader^;  inrntal  and  jirartiial  arithmetics,  grammars,  "foopraphies,  histories, 
steel  pens  and  I'ointiT-.  unnld  ha\'e  attracted  m«.>re  aitention  arid  created  more 
excitement  among  ilic  pioiu-crs  than  did  tlic  Kev.  Lewis  Hickman,  lecturing  on 
Millerism,  with  his  illustrated  map,  as  large  as  a  bed  blanket,  on  which  were 
pictures  of  the  great  dragon  that  John  the  revdator  saw,  with  its  crowned 
hea<ls  and  ten  homs;  with  its  glowing  mouth  and  red  hot  fangs  through 
which  blue,  sickening  and  sulphurous  tlames  seethingly  issued ;  with  its  ser- 
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pentine  caudal  appendage  drawing  in  its  train  one-third  of  the  stars  of 
Iwavcn. 

"None  of  the  modem  improvements  and  disooveritt  to  aid  in  the  came 

of  a  practical  education  was  then  known  in  this  county.  No  jfraded  reading 
books  or  spoilers,  no  blackboards,  steel  pens  or  njathematical  frames,  no  f^Iohes 
or  varnished  pointers.  Then,  we  had  pointers,  fresh  hickories  cut  from  the 
adjacent  thidcet  with  the  jackknife  of  the  teaidier.  They  were  applied  to  ttie 
bades  of  the  wayward  youth  to  demonstrate  the  profwiety  of  seardiing  f<H-  the 
most  direct  roirte  to  ohedicnoe." 

EDUCATION  IK  THE  TOWNSHIPS. 

In  Franldin  township  the  first  school  house  was  buih  on  section  twelve, 
the  present  site  of  section  one,  and  was  known  in  1840  as  the  Houlton  school 
house.    'J'he  first  teacher  was  Lucv  Orton,  of  Angola,  Steuben. 

The  lirst  school  in  Jackson  township  was  taught  in  a  log  cabin  on  section 
twtnty-tiiree  by  James  P.  Plummer  in  1845. 

The  first  school  house  in  Newville  township  was  built  of  round  bass- 
wood  logs,  about  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  with  a  "shake"  roof  held  in  place  by 
weight  poles.  The  hotise  otherwise  was  similar  to  the  other  log  houses,  and 
was  built  in  the  sjjring  of  itS^o,  and  the  following  fall  the  school  was  taught 
by  Marietta  E.  Robinson  for  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  week.  A  new  frame  school 
house  was  built  about  1843,  afterward  the  site  of  the  United  Brethren  par- 
sonage, and  in  1850  a  church  and  school  building  was  erected  under  the  lead 
of  R.  Faurot.  In  1852  a  select  school  was  opened  by  Faurot,  which  was  main- 
tained until  1861.  After  Faurot,  the  principals  were:  T.  E.  ITcn  lr'x,  A 
Hartness,  L.  Barr  and  others.  In  1861  it  became  a  towiislnp  school.  The 
first  school  in  the  township,  however,  and  also  the  first  in  DcKalb  county,  was 
taught  in  1837,  by  Eunice  Strong.  The  bouse  was  a  frame,  sided  up  with 
shaved  clapboards,  or  whip  shingles.  It  was  the  first  frame  house  built  in  the 
county.  It  stood  on  section  seven. 

In  Richland  township  the  first  .-chool  house  was  ere  cted  at  frrecn's  Cor- 
ners prior  to  1841.  In  1849  a  frame  was  put  up  by  Charles  Knapp  on  the 
old  site.  A  year  or  two  later  L.  D.  Britton  was  a  teacher  in  this  building.  In 
1842  a  log  school  house  was  built  a  half  mile  northeast  of  Calkin's  Owners; 
Loretta  Dawson  was  the  teacher,  and  she  had  fifteen  pupils.  Harvey  Smith 
was  the  first  male  teacher. 

In  Smithfield  township  Isaac  li.  Smith  and  Keiilien  J.  Daniels  put  up  a 
log  school  house  on  tlie  corner  of  the  farm  ot  the  latter  during  the  year  1839. 
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lifisk' Murray  was  the  first  teacher,  and  Laura  Phelps  die  second.  The  better 
financial  condition  of  the  fanners  in  later  years  was  apparent  in  the  crectioii 
of  several  frame  schoolhouses  at  nearly  the  same  date.  Albert '31^16,  Geot]||^ 
Duncan  and  Peter  Colg^ove  were  a  few  of  the  early  teachers. 

The  tirst  school  house  in  Stafford  township  .stoo<l  m  the  Waiianiaker 
settlement. 

In  Wilmington  township  the  primitive  log  school  house  was  supfdanted 

by  a  frame  structure  in  1855.  among  the  teachers  in  this  being  Hamlin  Fay, 
Mrs.  Wood,  ^liss  Stru\ .  Mrs.  llutltT  and  J.  A.  CampUell.  A  threc-story  brick 
building;  was  t-roctcd  in  18^)7,  at  a  cost  of  twelve-  thousand  dollars.  The  first 
teacher  in  it  was  Deck.  Thomas.  The  first  regular  school  was  opened  by  Rev. 
G.  W.  Bowersox.  \^lliam  H.  Mcintosh,  L.  Lw  Hamlin,  James  Burner, 
Leavitt,  J.  P.  Rouse,  D.  D.  Luke,  C  A.  Fyke,  O.  Z.  Huhbdl  and  T.  J.  San- 
ders were  other  principals  of  this  school. 

The  Hu.siselman  sc'iool  in  Union  township,  in  what  is  now  Grant  town- 
ship, wa.s  orij^inatcd  in  1844  and  1845,  and  Mary  Maxwell  was  the  teaclier. 
Of  tlie  thirteen  pupils,  six  of  thcni  belonged  to  the  Hussclinan  family.  The 
school  house  of  that  day  was  a  little  log  house  built  in  the  woods.  Jacob 
McEntarfer  was  the  builder.  It  had  two  windows,  one  door,  mud  in  the 
walls,  cIai)l>oard  roof,  with  weights  to  hold  it  on,  no  nails  being  used.  Hunches 
were  used,  being  six  feet  lons^,  w  ith  licwc<!  slabs  and  legs  without  harks,  to  sit 
on.  Boards  were  placed  on  pins  in  the  wails  to  write  on.  Goose  quill  pens 
were  used,  and  the  ink  was  made  by  boiling  maple  bark  in  copperas.  The 
blackboard  was  two  by  three  feet.  A  fireplace  supplied  the  heat.  The  study 
course  was  English  readers,  Cobb's  speller,  arithmetic,  writ  nig,  and  school 
was  tatight  by  saying  "K  oks."  Sessions  wcro  fr^ni  cl'^hi  until  half-past  four, 
with  thta-  quarters  of  an  lionr  for  noon,  and  iv>  other  recess.  The  school 
house  burned  to  the  ground  after  being  used  for  about  four  years,  and  other 
houses  have  beoi  erected  since,  the  present  one  being  the  fifth.  The  school* 
term  was  three  months  in  duration,  and  the  teacher  received  fifty  cents  per 
day,  with  the  privilege  of  boarding  around.  Puptls  w  ore  home-made  clothes, 
and  were  j^iiided  through  the  woods  on  their  war  to  sc!i'H)1  hy  l»la/rd  trees. 
From  the  school  house,  remains  of  Intban  camps  could  be  sccii,  deer  would 
come  up  to  the  school,  wild  turkeys  were  in  the  woods,  black,  red  and  gray 
squiirds  were  plentiful.  The  latter  were  so  numerous  that  the  lads  would 
chase  a  drove  of  eight  or  ten  up  a  tree  at  one  time.  In  the  swamp  lands  sur- 
rounding, many  snakes,  birds,  cranes,  foxes,  wolves  and  bears  were  seen. 
Veni<:nn.  turkey,  com  cake,  etc,  were  the  supplies  carried  to  school  by  the 
children. 
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In  1840,  Mr.  Sherlocic,  trustee,  realized  a  necessity  of  teadiing  tiie  diil- 
dren,  so  he  went  in  search  of  a  teacher,  and  foimd  Miss  Jane  Bailey,  who  was 

en^ged  to  teacb  r>  subscription  school  for  the  summer  term.  The  school  was 
held  in  a  deserted,  partly  unfinished  building,  which  was  also  used  for 
meetings. 

In  1849,  William  Clark  and  Jod  Hendricks  are  remembered  as  teadiers 
in  Anbun.  Qark*  ftticd  for  his  instruction  of  docution,  tau|^t  in  an  homble 
frame  school  house  that  stood  on  a  lot  afterward  owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs. 

Retina  Weaver.  Mr.  Hendricks,  a  fammis  mathematician,  opened  and  con- 
tinued a  school  through  the  winter  of  1849  and  1850,  his  school  room  being 
the  northeast  room  of  the  second  story  of  the  then  court  house.  The  district 
schools  in  the  winter  of  1849  were  kept  by  Paul  A.  McMyrni,  Micbad  and 
Cyrus  Seiler,  and  Calvin  P.  Houser.  Another  teacher  of  the  '49  period  was 
William  Reynold*;,  who  died  near  the  end  of  the  year  of  typhoid  fever.  In 
the  spring,'  of  18.19  ^  "hnrt  term  of  school  was  tauglit  by  Sophia  Merrill. 
In  the  autumn  oi  1850,  John  B.  Clark  came  from  Lagrange  county  and  oi)ened 
a  select  school  He  was  one  of  the  most  severe  teadiers  ever  m  the  county, 
although  he  was  kindly.  He  followed  strict  rules  of  disdpline,  and  omse- 
quently  his  pupils  learned  their  lessons  well.  At  one  time  he  suddenly  asked 
of  his  pupils:  "If  I  call  a  sheep's  tail  a  leg,  how  many  legs  has  a  .'^heep?" 
"Five,"  responded  the  eager  pupils.  After  a  moment,  Clark  added.  "Does 
calling  a  sheep's  tail  a  leg  make  it  one?"   This  was  a  lesson  direct 

BSTAVUSHinEHT  OF  UiaFOKlf  SCHOOLS. 

The  inaiipiK  ition  of  the  general  and  uniform  .system  of  schools  in 
Auburn  and  DeKaib  county  was  under  the  provision  of  the  act  passed  June 
14,  1852.  The  sdiod  law  was  in  force  in  August  of  that  year,  at  whidi  date 
its  provisions  were  drculated  in  pamphlet  form  in  the  different  counties  of 
the  state  by  authority,  but  it  did  not  become  practically  operative  imtil  the 
fir=:t  Monday  in  April,  1853,  when  township  tnT^tcc^;  for  scliool  purposes  were 
elected  in  the  townships  of  the  counties.  The  first  duties  of  tlje  trustees  were 
to  establish  and  locate  a  sufficient  number  of  schools  for  the  education  of  all 
the  chfldren  witiiin  respective  limits. 

Before  this  time,  shabby  rooms  had  been  employed  for  sdiool  purposes. 
Mr.  Hendricks  once  used  a  room  in  the  court  houses  Here  and  there  in 
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D^Calb  county,  the  peqpte  hud  cncted  hoiues.  On  June  14,  1853,  there 
was  formed  in  Butler  township,  at  die  farm  house  of  Orrin  C  Chirk,  an 
organiaation  known  as  the  Union  School  House  Educational  Society,  Three 
trustees  were  elected,  namely  :  Henry  Clark,  Harris  and  Jacob  Dahman. 

In  some  townships  and  counties  in  the  state  in  1853,  there  was  not  a 
single  school  liousc  o£  any  kind  to  he  found.  Iti  otlier  localities,  the  log 
houses,  dilapidated  and  poorly  equipped,  were  worse  than  nothing.  It  was 
thoiight  that  f  uUy  thirt3r-five  hundred  schods  should  be  buih  in  tiie  state. 

By  provisions  of  the  new  constitution,  each  township  was  made  a  munici- 
pal corix)ration  of  which  every  voter  was  a  member.  The  state  had  provided 
a  system  of  public  instruction  and  now  intrusted  its  execution  to  its  cities, 
towns  and  townships.  No  authority  had  been  given  to  levy  a  special  school 
tax  without  the  consent  of  the  voters,  to  be  given  at  a  general  or  qiecial  meet- 
ing. This  restricted  the  devdopmeut,  foT,  in  some  places,  no  meetings  were 
held,  and,  in  olliers,  the  vote  wa*;  adverse. 

Aubtirn  citizens  ordered  tlie  clerk  to  post  notices  of  an  election  for  school 
trustees  and  for  a  vote  on  tax  or  no  tax  for  school  purposes  in  Auburn.  On 
May  14,  1853.  the  polls  were  opened,  but  only  twenty-five  men  voted,  twenty- 
two  of  whom  were  for  die  tax. 

There  were  in  1853,  thirty-one  schools  in  DeKalb  county ;  nine  of  these, 
mostly  Iiuilt  of  lo<,'s,  were  in  Coiu  r,rd  township.  As  late  as  1876,  but  few  of 
the  old  log  houses  were  standing  and  none  was  in  use.  Prof.  Barnes,  in  a 
centennial  article  on  education,  published  in  tlie  Waterloo  Press,  illustrates 
progress  in  school  ardiitecture  as  follows :  "In  one  district  in  Butler  town- 
ship, may  be  seen  within  a  few  rods  of  one  another,  the  three  representative 
school  houses  of  the  county.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Fort  Wayne  v.ac.'on 
road,  is  the  old  loi;  school  hoii<e.  nn  the  west  side  of  the  road  is  the  old  iianic 
house  that  succeeded  it,  and  a  icw  feet  west  of  the  latter  stands  the  new  brick 
sdiod  house  erected  in  1875." 

In  Auburn,  the  log  cabin  of  O.  C  Houghton  was  rented  for  three  months 
for  two  dollars,  and  was  fitted  up  for  .school  use.  .At  a  special  meeting  hdd 
November  29,  1853.  it  was  decided  to  liave  two  free  school'^  in  Nnhiim. 
'i'eachers  were  very  scarce,  as  (he  wages  were  too  small.  The  average  w  as 
eighteen  dollars  per  month  to  male,  and  ten  dollars  to  female.  The  organiza- 
tion of  every  town  and  township  into  school  districts  greatly  increased  the 
demand  for  teachers.  Few  applicants  for  license  could  pass  any  examina- 
tion. W.  C.  Larrabce,  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  foim<1  h  ' 
a  difficulty.    The  law  required  him  to  appoint  deputies  in  each  county  to 


OLD  ACADEMY  AT  AUBURN 
Burned  October  16,  1875 
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examine  applicants  for  license,  but  no  standard  of  qualihcation  was  made. 
The  l^datore  of  1853,  amended  this  Uw  and  transferred  the  authority  to 
appoint  examiners  to  the  county  ccnntnissioners  and  at  the  same  time  made  a 
standard  of  qualification.    The  board  of  examiners  for'  DeKatb  county  for 

1853  was  composed  of  E.  W  Fosdick,  S.  W.  Dickinson,  and  L.  D,  Britton. 
The  number  of  perilous  licensed  to  teach  in  1853  was  sixty-nine. 

There  were  no  normal  schools.  However,  teachers'  institutes  had  been 
organized  in  some  counties.  In  1867,  an  institute  was  held  in  what  was  the 
Presbyterian  chnrch  at  Auburn,  with  an  attendance  of  fifty,  and  Prof.  Patch 
as  the  principal  instructor.  John  Dancer  and  .M)i;j^ail  Wolscy  were  employed 
to  teach  in  the  two  schools  of  Auburn,  the  former  to  receive  sixty  dollars  for 
three  months,  and  the  latter  forty-eight,  and  to  pay  own  expenses.  Schools 
were  ordered  to  open  on  Wednesday.  December  7,  1853. 

The  books  then  used  in  the  schools  were:  McGuffy's  readers,  Ray's 
arithmetic.  Bullion's  grammar,  Mitchell's  geography,  Davis'  geometry  and 
algebra,  Olnistead's  philosophy  and  Webster's  elementary  spelling  book. 

AUBURN  ACADEMY. 

In  March,  1859,  Andrew  Larimore  made  application  to  teach  in  the  old 

academy,  and  was  succo>=;fnl,  and  on  .'\ugitst  ?^th,  was  employed  as  principal 
in  what  was  known  as  Auburn  Union  School  In  i860,  school  began  to  be 
more  patronized.  Students  were  in  high  school  departments,  and  a  new  era 
seemed  to  be  forthcoming. 

In  1858  the  academy  was  built,  and  opened  August  23,  1858,  inaugarat- 
Ing  the  graded  free  school  system  in  Auburn.  The  academy  was  of  three 
stories.  One  outer  donr  c;ave  access  1.»  all  of  the  room?.  \Vin(Hns»  stairs 
led  to  llie  upper  (]r>ors.  The  furniture  on  the  interior  was  old  fashioned, 
very  cumbersome  and  unsuitcd  for  use.  On  tlie  first  floor  were  llie  primary 
and  intermediate  rooms,  on  the  second  floor  the  grammar  and  high  school  de> 
partments,  and  on  the  third  floor  was  the  rhetorical  room,  with  a  platform  at 
one  end,  on  which  students  might  try  their  lung  capacity  in  recitation  and 
dcclnmatinn.  By  the 'year  1869  the  academy  was  crowded  with  students. 
In  this  year  education  was  progressing  very  rapidly  all  over  the  county. 
Butler  had  erected  good  schools,  as  also  had  many  other  places  in  the  county. 

8PELUNG  ICATCHIS. 

Matters  in  the  educational  line  were  not  confined  to  the  schools,  for  in 
the  spring  of  1875  a  sj>eUing  epidemic  broke  out  and  became  the  rage  through- 


Digitized  by  Google 


266 


out  die  county.  Aobum  dtizeiis  took  a  livdy  interest  in  the  spontaneous,  but 
short-lived,  revival  of  the  old-fashioned  speUing  school  Matches  were  held' 
in  whicii  proniinetU  citizens  and  their  families  participated.  However,  inter- 
est soon  declined  and  the  custom  gradually  fell  into  disuse. 

On  July  5,  1875,  tlie  school  board  bought  of  J.  H.  Ford  for  six  huiidred 
and  se\  cnty-five  dollars,  lots  number  seventy-nine  and  eighty  in  west  Auburn, 
upun  whidt  to  build  a  ward  sdiool  house  some  time  during  the  summer. 
Bonds  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars  were  authorized  by  the  town 
trustees  to  pr>j\  :(U-  the  means.  The  contract  for  the  propo^etl  building  was 
awarded  (I'.itincr  July  to  Mes^r^;.  Lewis  Griffith  nnd  George  .S.  McCord,  of 
Fort  \\  ayne,  tor  two  thousand  one  hundr(.d  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  fifty- 
six  cents.  The  work  was  to  be  finished  by  August  20.  The  house  was  built 
of  brick,  and  two  stories.  School  was  taught  therein  for  a  time,  when  the 
building  stood  vacant,  the  outla>  seemed  ill  placed  and  premature,  and  the 
unattractive  structure,  surrounded  by  rank  vegetation  in  the  summer,  sug- 
gested the  unfinished  university  on  a  Kansas  prairie.  The  necessities  of 
cramped  accommodations  finally  brought  about  the  use  of  the  building  for  a 
primary  schod. 

Meanwhile  the  school  board  added  very  much  to  the  appearance  of  the 

new  school  grounds  in  the  central  we";tcrn  part  itf  (he  town,  I)y  plaining 
shrubbery,  makins^  walk^,  and  surrounding  them  with  a  fence.  S.  P>.  Duncan 
furnished  one  hundred  and  rtfty  evergreens  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  eight  chestnuts  for  six  dollars,  and  Albert 
Wdls  received  thirty-five  and  a  half  dollars  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  young 
forest  trees. 

HEsntucriOK  of  acaobmy. 

The  sdiools  opened  auspidously,  and  the  usual  routine  was  bdng  oon- 
dttcled  on  the  line  of  study  and  discipline,  when  the  schools  were  dismissed 
for  the  day,  and,  as  it  proved,  to  assemble  no  more  in  the  old  academy.  In 

the  early  evening;  of  OcfolK-r  ^f>,  i^JS.  ^u  alarm  of  fire  was  c;^iven  and  soon  the 
tidings  ■^ijrcatl  thai  die  >(di<;n '1  htin^e  was  burnintr.  Mfn  were  [)r(.iniptl\-  on 
the  spot,  but  tlicy  had  no  ladders  nor  other  appliances  to  reach  and  attack  the 
fire,  which  originated  m  the  west  end  of  the  building.  The  population  of 
the  town  crowded  to  the  scene  and  looked  on  helplessly  while  the  building  in 
a  short  time  enveloped  in  flames,  slowly  burned.  Prudent  forethought  had 
placed  three  thousand  dollars  insurance  on  the  huildinjf  and  five  hundred  on 
the  furniture.    This  was  a  grcai  help  in  the  subsequent  building. 
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Tlw  (temand  for  a  new  school  house  was  impeiative,  and  in  this  emerge 
ency  the  school  board  issued  ten  thousand  dollars*  worth  o£  eight  per  cent 

bonds,  the  last  payable  nineteen  years  from  date.  These  bonds  were  taken 
by  New  York  |)arties  and  the  proceed?  of  sale  were  turned  over  to  the  school 
board  to  be  applied  in  erecting  a  school  house. 

JpnST  HIGH  SCHOOI* 

Work  was  begun  upon  the  first  Auburn  hiq^h  school  buildinj;  in  the  s[)nn.si; 
of  1876,  under  the  general  management  of  the  school  board.  The  site  was 
well  diosen,  the  structore  was  of  bride  two  storia  high,  in  dimensions  six^ 
looe  by  seventy-five  feet,  and  the  highest  point  was  sixty  feet  above  ground. 
The  foundation  walls  were  of  free  stone,  and  supplied  a  roomy  basement. 

The  rnntract  was  let  to  James  W.  Case,  who  it  will  be  rememhered.  was 
one  of  the  builders  of  th<.'  academy.  The  job  was  awarded  to  liini  at  nine 
thousand,  six  hundred  and  scveniy  dollars;  he  was  one  of  thirteen  bidders. 

The  building  was  erected  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  pre^ 
pared  by  Messrs.  Moser  &  Gihbs,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  This  school  house  was 
substantially  built  at  a  personal  loss  to  the  coiUractor,  who  erred  in  making 
his  bid  too  low.  The  furniture  consisted  of  modem  and  comfortable  seats 
and  desks,  and  was  furnished  by  C.  P.  Ilouser  for  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Heat  was  effected  by  means  of  two  Boynton  patent  hot  air  furnaces, 
which  cost  four  hundred  dollars.  The  entire  cost  of  the  first  building  was 
twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars.  Michad  Seller  of 
Fairfield  township  wa^;  the  fir^t  superintendent  in  this  school  at  a  salary  of 
<me  thousand  fift^-  (lolIar>  a  year. 

This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  eveninfj  of  Tuesday,  Novem- 
ber 30, 1880.  The  first  was  first  seen  near  the  heating  apparatus  in  the  base- 
ment, where  it  undotibtedly  originated.  It  was  of  very  small  proportions 
when  first  seen,  and  witii  proper  facilities  could  have  been  extinguished. 
However,  the  Iniildinjj  ^  as  a  total  1o?s. 

Undaunted,  the  citizens  and  authorities  at  once  took  measures  for  tlie  con- 
struction of  a  new  building. 

VWKOKeSS  OP  BDUCATION. 

The  Auburn  Courier  of  January  22,  1891,  publi.<>hed  a  very  compre- 
hensive and  entertaining  artide  on  the  progress  of  education  in  DeKalb 
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county  between  the  yean  1866  and  1891,  written  by  William  H.  Mcintosh, 
one  of  the  pioneer  teachers  of  tint  county.  The  artide  in  full  is  as  follows : 
"That  profifress  has  been  made  and  is  still  making  in  the  system  and 

appliances  for  common  school  education,  not  alone,  thotipfh  ronspiruotis,  in 
our  county,  but  in  general  throughout  the  state,  is  plain  to  the  most  casual 
experienced  observer. 

"Not  tmtil  thoughtful  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  ail-important 
subject,  however,  do  the  striking  changes  for  the  better  and  along;  ilu  lines 
of  genuine  and  permanent  advancement  in  all  that  pertains  to  schools  and 
school  (eachins^,  become  evident. 

"It  becomes  an  unexpected  pleasure  to  have  found  ample  gn>iuids  for 
encouragement  for  trustees,  parents  and  teachers  in  a  partial  presentation  of 
testimony  that  the  great  cause  of  popular  education  is  being  advanced  in  grand 
movement  towards  approximate  perfection.  There  is  no  need  to  unjustly  dis- 
pami^e  the  pa?t  to  honor  the  pre«e?it,  Tiidiaiui's  cmniilcte  school  ?vstcni  is 
the  combined  and  adequate  effect  of  long:  and  tireless  elTorl.  Good  schools 
in  village  and  district,  there  were  a  quarter  century  ago.  Earnest,  efiitient 
and  successful  educators  luiexcdied  since  in  all  the  essentials  of  pedagogy 
were  not  wanting,  and  they  were  recompensed  measurably  according  to 
deserts  by  intelligent  patrons  whose  wise  forethought  secured  their  services. 

"In  the  fare  *,f  Hiffirnlties  now  unknown,  those  intrepid,  entlni^in^tic 
leaders  in  teaching  inspired  pupils  with  love  of  learning,  pride  in  their  schools 
and  noble  ambition  to  excel ;  they  enlisted  the  ready  sjrmpathy  and  co-opera- 
tion of  parents,  and  filled  the  commtmity  at  large  with  confidaice  and  desire 
to  increa-e  school  facilities  and  to  augment  the  niunber  of  such  educators. 

"Inscribed  ui>on  the  roll  a-  Ilu-  (irst  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Slate 
Normal  school  at  Terre  Hanti',  and  to  pioneer  the  way  to  better  things  and 
educative  methods  in  DeKalb  county,  stand  the  honored  names  of  C.  P. 
Houser,  and  the  brothers  Cyrus  and  Miduel  Seiler.  Since  their  day  even 
our  state  institutions  have  been  pleased  to  secure  as  teachers  in  advanced 
branches  the  services  of  young  men  from  tilis  COUnty  whose  ambition  was  in- 
cited and  fostered  by  those  and  such  like  prAfffcseive  in'^tnirfir'; 

"But  while  these  few  in  tlie  van  upheld  and  aroused  school  interest,  the 
general  mass  of  teachers  were  woefully  deficient  in  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching,  the  people  in  contentment  of  ignorance  of  the  character  of  their 
school  never  or  rarely  inspected  them  and  the  standard  of  education  remained 
apparently  stationary  at  the  close  of  term  after  term 

"Rut  as:encie<>  were  at  work,  destined  to  revolutioni/c  these  couditinns, 
and  the  normal  schools  conducted  by  scliool  examiners,  the  powerful  influence 
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of  the  county  institute,  tlie  selection  for  township  trustee  of  live  men  and 
leftding  local  schoolmasters,  awakened  a  sentiment  whose  fru-tirtTi  i-^  manifest 

in  various  progTes!?ivp  mrrt<;nrc<;  to  which  attention  i>  l)rirtlv  directed  in  a 
retrospectiMi  commencing  with  the  school  site  and  dosing  with  the  teaclier  at 
work. 

'*We  liave,  then,  first,  better  school  sites  as  to  area  and  location,  llie  time 
is  recent  when  trtistees  with  good  sense  and  no  small  degree  of  courage,  im- 
perfled  tlieir  popularity  by  geographical  locations  of  school  sites,  and  when 
the  apology  tor  a  school  hou^c  ItuiU  upon  the  very  field  corner  had  but  the 
ground  it  occupied,  itself  the  fixus  whence  fences  diverged  as  from  an  angle. 
The  public  highway  was  the  only  playground,  and  there  was  absolutely  no 
provisions  for  privacy. 

'There  were  no  wells  for  water,  no  sheds  for  wood,  no  trees  for  shade, 
andchi!(Iren  were  jL,n'ven  ]e«;s  con id e ration  than  stock  upon  the  farms. 

"Cradnallv,  these  injurious  and  shanicftil  conditions  Iiavc  been  changed 
tfll  the  worst  features  have  been  eliminated,  but  gross  evils  easily  remedied 
yet  exist. 

"The  proper  area  for  a  school  site — an  acre  of  ground — ^has  in  many 
districts  been  purchased,  arrangement  has  been  made  for  separate  {day- 
grounds,  conveniences  in  the  interest  of  health  and  morality  have  been  sup- 
plied, and  ptriniaiitnce  reached  in  central,  healthful  and  ample  sites. 

"In  all  communities  there  exist  those  progressive  and  those  obstinately 
Opposed  to  progress,  and  the  traveler  sees  in  tiie  size  and  location  of  sdiool 
grounds  indisputable  indications  of  the  predominant  district  influence. 

"Secondly,  the  number  of  districts  has  been  reduced.  Instead  of  twelve 
illy  located  schools,  there  are  hut  nine  in  the  full  congressional  township,  and 
each  district  theoretically  complete  comprises  four  sections,  i  his  hard-won 
improvement  has  reduced  the  cost  to  the  township  of  its  schools,  increased  Iha 
number  attending  each  and  enabled  trustees  to  pay  higher  salaries  and  to  ex- 
tend the  terms. 

"No  live  teacher  Init  feels  encouraged  when  the  consolidation  of  two 
weak  schools  has  given  him  the  stimulus  of  tull  classes,  in  one  stroni,'^  one. 
A  notable  illustration  of  this  fact  appeared  in  the  union  of  numbers  five  and 
six,  Wilmington  township,  under  the  able  management  of  J.  J.  Eakright,  vet- 
eran district  teacher  of  the  school  at  Moores  Station,  successfully  contestii^ 
the  h>  >nt  of  leadership  in  interest,  atcndance  and  scholarship,  not  only  in  the 
district  hnt  in  the  town  schools. 

"Third,  there  has  been  great  impro\enu  nt  iji  the  style  antl  nialenal  of 
school  buildings.    Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  age  of  log  houses  had  been 
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succeeded  by  that  of  inutne-  structures^  and  in  these  later  years  they  in  their, 
turn  have  been  superseded  li^  spacious,  convenient,  and  attractive  brick  edifices 

of  haiidsame  exterior  and  interinr.  Most  have  Inicn  fully  supplied  with 
slated  lilackfioarfls,  modern  seats  an(i  desks,  boxes  for  firewood,  softic  appa- 
ratus and  heating  stoves,  designed  with  falling  window  sashes  to  secure  even 
teniperattire  and  proper  ventilatioii. 

"What  caricatures  of  houses  those  old,  weather-beaten,  dilapidated  frame 
btdldtngs  were!  Outside  rough,  heavy  duitters,  swayed  by  winter  winds« 
swiuij^  creaking  bark  and  f<irth.  slamming  against  sa'^h  rind  rlaphonrd  Within, 
a  red-hot  stove  was  encircled  by  a  favored  few,  while  others  at  their  seats, 
suffered  with  the  cold. 

"The  air  was  unwholesome  and  heated  in  some,  and  the  recess  or  nooit> 
ing-time  brought  in  |nire  atniosj^ere  like  a  bi  eath  from  Paradise. 

"What  seats!  Incnn\-enient,  ininvDvabie,  ink-splashed,  knife-notched. 
What  lack  of  hinckhoard  ;«nd  seals  for  recitation  ! 

"That  good  work  was  done  under  great  disadvantages  heightens  claim 
to  honorable  recognition  of  the  faithful  labors  of  the  teachers  of  that  time» 
and  emphasizes  a  silent,  but  conscious,  demand  that  present  progress  shall  be 
proportionate  to  (he  ratio  of  modern  ad  anlasjes 

"rojjiilar  interest  has  nw  akriicd  an<l  nUcre^teil  in  :~c1)i  m  i1  archi- 

tecture and  the  election  to  the  olike  of  iriislcc  ui  c<)nn>t.ient  proj^ressive  men. 
Often  leading  tcaclicrs  in  their  townships  have  made  the  .schoolroom  pleasant 
and  healthful  as  the  home. 

"Fourth.  pr(^ess.and  change  marie  the  method  of  raising  the  money 
wherein  to  rerompcp<?e  teacher*;. 

"In  1854,  tlic  inornne  derived  from  school  fund  wa«  Init  ^t^o.^oi.  17; 
from  loans  at  seven  per  cent,  interest.  Two  and  a  lialf  per  cent,  of  this  was 
paid  the  county  auditor  and  the  treasurer  for  their  services,  leaving  but  $143.- 
551.06  for  distribution.  This  gave  thirty-five  cents  per  child  enumerated, 
between  tlio  at^cs  of  five  and  twenty-one  years.  The  state  le\y  was  ten  centS 
on  each  one  liundrcd  dollars  valuation,  and  fifty  cents  on  each  poll. 

"In  iS'Vi,  the  rale  school  wa";  oh^nlefc.  and  <;a1nrv  \vn<  a  rf>Tii|K>und  of 
board  and  wages.  Teacher  boarded  in  fannlies  sucli  times  as  the  number  of 
children  in  the  family  bore  to  the  number  of  days  in  tiie  term.  Local  tuition 
taxes  were  unknown,  and  from  the  state  was  derived  the  common  school  fund 
based  \i\ion  the  annual  enumeratinn  of  children  of  school  age. 

".\fter  successive  changes,  alway-  iti  the  line  of  econoniv.  «(hf>o|  taxa- 
tion has  varied  until  it  falls  heavily  and  directly  upon  the  land  owners  in 


SeXALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA.  2^1 

xespcctive  towioshifks  of  the  county,  and  declares  plainly  the  cost  of  free 
idiools.-  Last  year  the  ^'te  sold  upward  of  four  million  dolbrs'  worth  of 

three  per  rent,  bonds  to  eastern  rnpitalists,  and  a[ii>IiL'(l  the  proceed'^  fo  pay- 
ment of  its  indebtedness  to  the  school  fund.  Till  then  the  state  and  other 
borrowers  had  paid  interest  at  eight,  then  seven  per  cent.  ;  later,  when  these 
vast  sums  had  been  distributed  to  the  counties^  tiie  rate  was  stni  further  Te» 
dnoed  to  six  jttr  cent,  always  payable  in  advance. 

"Present  sources  of  revenue  are  school  fund  interest,  state  tax.  township 
tuition  tax.  surpltts  dog  fund,  and  moneys  for  liquor  licenses.  The  people 
are  content  when  satisfied  that  for  each  dollar  paid  a  dollars  worth  is  re- 
ceived. The  state  school  fund  disburs^ed  in  DeKalb  in  1889  was  eighteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  tuition  home  levy  was  twelve  thousand  dollars  and 
the  special,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

"Fifth,  there  has  been  progress  in  the  increased  number  of  branches  re- 
quired taucjht.  tlu-  tmiforniitv  of  text  b<x)ks,  cheapened  in  cost,  the  gradation 
of  instruction  and  the  system  of  honorable  graduation. 

"Physiology  and  history,  formerly  exceptional,  are  now  regular  studies. 
Where  it  was  common  to  find  in  one  school,  anion|r  those  of  the  same  ability, 
dasses  in  Kidd's  or  Putnam's  elocution  and  (irtli  and  .sixth  reader-^,  Pinneo's 
and  Clark's  grammar.  Me.Vally's  and  MitehiU's  peo^^'raphy.  White's,  Ray's 
and  Robinson's  arithmetics,  now  is  seen  one  stronp  class  in  each  branch  of 
study,  resulting  in  time  saved,  more  time  to  rccitaiion,  and  the  greater  in- 
terest in  groiter  numbers. 

'Tormerly  there  was  no  sequence  to  instruction  of  a  previous  term. 
Teachers,  by  trial,  found  where  to  commence  pupils,  or  left  it  to  them  to  begin 
in  what  and  wlicretn  thev  plea<:ed.  Winter  schools  alisorbed  most  interest 
and  money  and  the  cheap  summer  school  was  a  parody  on  teaching.  Now 
the  terms  are  equalized  and  connected  by  hiring  one  person  for  both,  records 
are  kept  and  successive  teadiers  continue  each  grade  where  their  predecessors 
left  aSf  and  the  course  of  studies,  systematically  arranged,  provides  for  grad- 
uation on  its  completion.  This  again  siitli>lirie';  the  teacher's  labors,  and 
stimulates  the  school  to  better  attendance  and  effort  to  reach  tlie  goal  of  their 
aspiration. 

"Sixtht  tha«  i$  improvement  in  the  supervision  and  payment  of  teach- 
ers. Formerly  no  provision  was  made  for  inspection  of  sdiools  and  it  is  on 
record  that  Spencer  Dills  and  myself,  while  serving  as  cotmty  school  exam- 
iners, and  in  the  performance  of  that  all  important  duty,  at  a  compensation 
of  three  dollars  a  day,  were  officially  notified  by  county  commissioners  who 
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were  then  acting^  within  the  law,  to  cease  from  such  school  visitation,  as  no 
allowance  would  t»e  made  therefor.  Their  act  voiced  popular  opinion  that 
school  supervision  was  an  unnecc'^sary  expense.  The  young  teacher  had  no 
experienced  superintendent  to  set  him  right,  the  disheartened  had  no  one  to 
cheer  hrni,  and  the  incompetent  time  server  met  with  no  .one  to  show  his  unfit* 
neM. 

"Teachers  met  only  on  occasion  of  the  county  institute,  at  which  the 
best  effort  possible  was  put  forth  in  their  aid.  They  rarely,  if  at  n'!  held 
meetings  among  themselves,  and  later  it  was  difficult  to  get  tlicm  out  to 
township  institutes.  Now  superintendent  and  trustee  are  required  by  law  to 
visit  sdioals,  to  encourage^  to  sttf^gest  beneficial  changes,  to  create  and  foster 
feelings  of  responsibility,  local  ambition  and  professional  pride,  to  make  so 
far  as  practicahle  the  poor  schools  equal  to  the  best. 

"Formerly  teachers  at  county  institute  were  entertained  hy  the  people 
gratis  and  enjoywl  a  very  good  diet  in  boarding  around,  now  they  are  salar- 
ied, pay  their  board,  are  paid  jsadiofs  fees,  allowed  for  day's  attendance  at 
township  institutes,  and  these  changes  contribute  to  self-respect,  independence 
and  personal  health,  comfort  and  time  for  improvement. 

"Seventh,  all  tliese  foreijding  evidences  of  progress  are  subsidiary  to 
tlie  one  ijieat  aiid  ;ill  iuipuriaiU  cnndif.Mn  that  teachers  of  t;innl  moral  char- 
acter and  fairly  qualitied  be  ubtaiued  in  <>uHicient  numbers  to  conduct  the 

adiools. 

'*It  has  ever  been  the  intent  of  school  legislation  to  eliminate  from  the 
profession  all  that  class  who  owed  their  employment  to  misdirected  sym- 
pathy, and  to  lax  examination  of  qualifications.  Ignorant  pretenders  and 
failures  elsewhere  no  longer  caricature  keeping  school,  and  gradually  the 
standard  of  proficiency  and  ability  has  been  devated  in  favor  of  higher 
grades  of  teachers.  To  whatever  extent  this  object  has  been  realized,  pro- 
portionate progress  in  education  has  been  made,  for  it  is  not  to  be  questioned 
that  the  character  of  schools  for  morality,  discipline  and  ^llMly  is  l)ased  upon 
the  possession  and  practice  of  those  virtues  by  those  who  iulluaicc,  govern 
and  teach  in  them. 

"In  the  primitive  condition  of  pioneer  settlement,  each  locality  neces- 
sarily bitilt  its  own  house  and  provided  and  paid  its  own  schoolmaster.  Young 
men  and  women  attended  in  winter,  and  such  scenes  were  witnessed  and 
enjoved  as  liave  been  recently  enacted  in  Huntinj^ton  cnnnty,  where  the 
county  superintendent,  on  hi.s  visitation,  after  finding  several  tcaclicrs  locked 
out  for  a  Christmas  treat,  at  length  entered  the  school  house  to  find  Uie 
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schoolmaster  fxjimd  fast  to  his  (le>k  and  his  insurrectionary  pupils  perform- 
ing', to  tlie  clatter  of  ash  bucket  atiii  dinner  pail,  a  parody  of  the  Sioiix  .;;host 
dance,  hroni  1855  to  1875  it  was  legal  and  customary  for  householders  of 
anj  fchool  districtj  at  thdr  annual  meeting,  to  designate  by  vote  their  choice 
of  a  teadier,  and  the  trustee  was  obligated  to  hire  such  person,  providing  he 
obtained  a  license  to  tenoh, 

"It  not  infrequently  happened  that  persons  sn  chosen  proved  iiticily  un- 
qualified, and  knowing  this  the  people  petitioned  tlie  examiner  to  exempt 
them  from  examinatioa  in  more  or  less  of  the  branches,  notably  physiology 
and  history,  on  the  ground  that  theirs  were  badcward  sdiools^  and  these 
studies  would  not  be  taught  in  than. 

"The  climax  was  reached  in  my  own  experience,  when  a  i^irl  whose 
average  of  seventeen  was  the  lowest  of  all,  brought  me  a  paper  signed  by 
every  householder  in  liie  district,  petitioning  for  the  issue  of  a  license,  ac- 
companied by  a  statement  that  she  was  good  enough  for  them. 

"Abrogation  of  this  popular  privilq^e  and  the  placing  of  this  duty 
solely  with  tiie  trustee  has  enabled  that  oiTicer  to  locate  his  teachers  to  ad" 
vantage,  and  rendered  them  less  dependent  upon  their  patrons.  Enforce- 
ment of  legal  requirement  in  granting  license  created  a  scarcity  of  teachers 
and  enabled  those  quali6ed  to  demand  an  advance  in  wages,  and  forced  those 
desirous  of  teadiing  to  measures  for  adf-improvement. 

"The  examination  fee  of  one  dollar  has  been  abolished,  and  the  exam- 
ination made  free,  while  the  widely  varying  estimates  of  examiners  has 
been  made  tinifonn  l>v  ^.tate  supply  of  questions  to  superintenrlents.  A  great 
change  has  transpired  m  leacliers  past  and  present.  It  was  the  rule  to  employ 
men  in  winter,  women  in  simimer,  and  sudi  as  reversed  this  condition  were 
regarded  as  out  of  dicir  proper  place.  - 

"The  winter  teachers  were  energetic  and  capable  young  men,  residents 
of  the  township  preferably,  and  these  living  at  their  homes  secured  Iiigher 
wages  than  are  now  saved.  Those  teachers  were  experienced,  ambitious  and 
of  excellent  character  and  cannot  be  surpassed,  present  or  future,  iirfiatever 
changes  otherwise  occur. 

"They  are  remembered  widi  pride  and  affectionate  regard  and  recog- 
nized as  Iiaving  been  strong  and  hearty  co-workers  with  patrons  and  otlicials 
in  the  nohle  work  of  promoting  the  great  cause  of  education.  The  change 
caused  by  hiring  one  teacher  for  the  school  year  threw  out  these  teachers 
and  caused  an  irreparable  loss,  viewed  from  die  standpoint  of  a  winter  term. 
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but  the  gain  to  summer  schools,  and  the  encouragement  offered  to  become  pro- 
fessional tfacutT>  (l(inlit!c--s  larsj-dy  fompcnsatcd.  In-  cnnlirimtis  and  intelli- 
gent work  for  the  year,  lor  the  apparent  loss.  Hiring  for  tlic  year  did  away 
with  discriinfnatim  in  wages,  left  the  field  largely  to  young  wotnen  and 
equalized  the  importance  and  compensation  of  the  two  periods  of  the  year. 

"I  have  faith  and  vigilance  in  the  cournge  of  Indiana  teachers.  As  her 
volunteer  soldiers  reckoned  not  of  limb  or  lifi-  in  the  fight  for  national  in- 
tegrity, so  her  great  army  of  teachers  will  not  prove  recreant  to  th<»  cause 
of  education,  and  the  schools  of  DeKalb  will  continue  under  her  teachers  to 
improve  and  progress  in  the  line  with  the  foremost  and  the  hest." 

EDUCATION  IN  GARRETT. 
iBr  J-  R.  Bkllttav.) 

In  the  spring  of  1876  the  town  board  appointed  the  first  school  trustees 
for  the  town  of  Garrett  as  follows:  Dr.  S.  M.  Sherman,  Dr.  A.  S.  Parker 
and  X.  "W.  Lancaster.  As  soon  as  these  gentlemen  vrere  qualified  and  or- 
ganized (hey  at  once  roTrmenced  preparing  for  the  construction  of  a  school 
hoit?;e.  Two  architects  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  were  emploved  to  draw  plans  and 
specifications  tor  tlie  proposed  building.  These  were  promptly  executed  and 
furnished  for  a  building  to  cost  sixteen  tiiousand  dollars. 

Objections  were  raised  by  the  town  trustees  and  many  of  the  citizens, 
who  protested  against  involving  the  young  town  with  such  an  enormous  and 
unnece'^'^ary  Ixjnded  debt,  claiming  that  a  <:iv  thousand  dollar  «;chool  house 
would  t)C  sufficient.  Public  meetings  were  called,  and  many  objections  ex- 
pressed against  this  move,  as  this  was  in  the  time  of  the  panic  of  1873,  and 
the  tidal  wave  of  the  boom  of  the  new  town  was  about  to  recede  to  low  ebb, 
as  many  of  the  citizens  were  in  debt  for  their  homes.  So,  after  much  parley- 
ing and  contention,  the  school  trustees  let  the  contract  to  build  the  school  as 
per  plans  and  specifications  to  J.  \V.  Harvey,  a  rhicajjo  contractor  who  had 
just  finished  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  shops.  The  construction  of  the  school 
house  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1876,  and,  it  being  in  a  heavy 
wood,  the  first  work  was  to  cut  down  the  large  oak  trees. 

During  the  time  of  the  constmctton  of  the  new  building  there  w  ere  two 
sch<x>N  "iiencd.  The  first  was  a  ^elcf{  •^cfuHil,  which  was  opened  about  the 
first  of  September,  1876,  in  the  new  Catholic  church,  with  Josephine  Bisset 
as  teacher.  Mr.  Frank  Moody  was  trustee  of  Butler  townsliip  and  he  had 
furnished  new  seats  and  desks  for  a  district  school,  so  he  turned  the  old 
seats  and  desks  over  to  Garrett  school  trustees.  They  put  them  in  the  Ntm 
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printinj^  office  building  on  the  corner  north  of  the  Baptist  cliurch.  About  the 
time  that  the  district  schools  were  o|>ening  in  the  fall  of  1876  for  the  winter 
term,  there  was  a  school  opened  in  this  building  with  Mrs.  A.  S.  Parker  as 
teadicr.  Woric  was  rushed  on  the  new  building  so  that  the  first  puUic  school 
was  opened  in  January,  1877,  to  fill  out  the  tmexpired  term  of  that  year. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  pni)ils  enrolled  in  September,  1876.  In 
September,  iSSo.  there  were  two  hundred  and  twenty-eigfat  pupils  enrolled, 
and  in  1882  two  hundred  and  fifty- four. 

The  first  graduating  class  of  the  Garrett  public  school  was  composed  of 
Charles  Setnbower,  William  Ward,  Lulu  Milbourne  and  lifaad  Tamey.  The 
graduating  exercises  were  hdd  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  on  Friday 

•evening,  May  27,  iPtS". 

Since  iSS;  ( iarrett  has  taken  the  lead  in  thi--  Cinmty  in  the  progrrs«:  and 
development  of  education.  There  was  a  new  school  house  built  on  Uie  north 

'  dde  hi  1900  at  a  coat  of  five  thousand  ^kurs,  and  m  1906  our  promoters  of 
education  and  piiblic  improvements  had  a  magnificent  and  modem  high 
school  building  constructed  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 


SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

At  present  there  1?  a  total  enrollnu'iit  of  two  thonsanrl  and  twenty- 
seven  pupils  in  the  i>chools  of  DeKalh  county.  There  arc  one  hundred  and 
three  sdiool  houses  in  the  county.  The  average  daily  attendance  for  the  last 
year  has  been  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen.  There  has  been  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-foin-  cents  spent  in  the  last  year  for  the  support  of  the 
schools. 

TEACHERS  AND  OFFICERS. 

The  following  list  comprises  all  of  the  teachers  and  officers  of  DeKalb 

county  in  1912  and  1913:  County  superintendent,  Dr.  Lida  Leasure,  of 
Auburn:  tow^nship  trtrstcps,  Butler,  G.  W.  Burt^ner;  Toncord.  Samtiel  Mu- 
maw;  Fairtield,  Clark  Ilemstrcet;  Franklin,  Oliver  Oberlin;  Grant,  ilarry 
Reed ;  Jackson,  S.  H.  Nugen ;  Keyset,  S.  H.  Downend;  Newinlle,  John  White- 
hurst;  Richland,  George  Shaffer;  Smithfield,  J.  W.  Mortorff;  Stafford,  C. 
W.  Webster;  Spencer,  W."  G.  Erick;  Troy,  Daniel  Burkhart;  Union,  Frank 
Pyies;  WibuinErtnr,  F.  W.  Nimmons;  tninnt  officer,  Kd.  \'au  Fleit,  of  Gfirfctt. 
The  ci\y  and  town  school  hoards  are  as  follows :  Auburn,  M.  BoJand, 
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president;  J.  A.  Mclhfyre,  secretary;  Fred  Knott,  treasurer.  Butler,  Sam  G. 

Stone,  president ;  George  W.  Geddes,  I-  C.  Bewhrer.  Garrett,  J.  F.  Thomp- 
son, D.  B.  Van  Fleit,  Warren  McNabb;  Altona,  F.  L.  Ro<lenbaugh.  G.  W. 
Fretz,  Theo.  Houser;  Ashley,  I.  N.  Cox,  Daniel  Rhinesmith,  A.  W,  Gonser; 
Cbnuina,  O.  C.  Smith.  Eugene  Treesh,  W.  A.  Kennedy;  Waterloo,  D.  L. 
Leas,  J.  £.  Showalter,  Harry  Beidler. 

The  city  and  town  teachers  are  as  follows:  Auburn.  J.  A.  Langston, 
superintendent;  high  school,  P.  \\'.  Kiser,  C.  E.  York,  Mary  E.  Mulvey, 
Maud  S.  Armstrong,  Luiu  M.  Bateman,  Blnnrhc  E,  O'Brien.  Agnes  U. 
JciTrey ;  Harrison  building,  Clarence  W  yant,  f)rincipai,  Myrtle  Clark,  Roy  C. 
Nugen,  PeaH  Mason,  Myrtle  Hombergcr,  Belle  G)oper,  Nellie  Wilderson, 
Bonnie  Sefler,  Bertfia  Maegerlein;  DeSota  building,  I.  M.  Cosper,  principal, 
Martha  Rupley,  Grace  Mines,  Gertrude  Renner;  Riley  building,  Lydia  Teet- 
-  fs  ]>rinctfnl.  I")enn  Masjinnis,  Sadie  Houston,  '^ipliiiic  Bryant.  In  Gar- 
rcti  ]•".  M  Miiica  i<  Miperintendent ;  James  H.  dretn  is  principal  of  the  high 
school,  and  the  teachers  are  Gcraldine  Scnibower,  Maude  Camp,  Vera  Van 
Aoken,  Bessie  Berry;  South  Side  building,  Will  Franks,  O.  V.  Fnuiks,  Gladys 
Halter,  Benjamin  Miller,  Lottie  Miles,  Marie  Warren,  Martha  Didc,  Pauline 
McFann,  Georgia  Scmbower,  Jessie  Brown,  Beatrice  Bowers.  Pauline  Kings- 
bury and  Ada  Chew;  North  Side  fniikling,  John  Reinoehl  ami  Mayliclle  Sny- 
der. In  Butler  II.  E.  Coe  is  superintendent;  Geneva  Kimniel  is  principal  of 
the  high  school,  and  the  teachers  are  Carrie  B.  Lipc,  B.  L.  Baily,  Hazel  Har- 
rison and  Ethd  Weick;  other  teachers  in  grades  are  Nellie  Gary,  Coral  Sdho- 
ville,  Muriel  Baker,  Myra  Scott,  Grace  Ma,ginnis,  P.  D.  Hamman,  B.  L. 
Bailey.  A.  L.  Moudy  is  s^npcrintendenl  at  Waterloo,  C.  E.  Roop  is  principal. 
Teachers  are  Edith  Masters,  Mary  Chapman,  Blanch  ]>tz,  Ftta  Wittmer, 
Cora  Stanley,  Scott  H.  Rhoads,  Bess  Showalter,  Anna  Snader.  Ashley  has 
A.  N.  Faulkerson  as  superintendent,  and  Marie  Thrush  as  principal  The 
tOMliers  are  as  foltows:  Alma  Hussdman,  Dora  Baird,  Giarles  Parsdl, 
Clara  DeCamp.  In  Spcncervillei  J.  F.  Slaybaugh  is  superintendent,  Sylvia 
Yager  is  principal.  Teachers  are  Zona  Horn,  Mclvin  Howey  and  Jennie 
Steward.  St.  Joe  i<  represented  by  L.  A.  Thatcher,  superintendent,  Frank 
Baltz,  Roy  Maxwell  and  Ethd  Lcighty.  M.  T.  Marklcy  and  Cordicc  Hal- 
lett  are  teachers  at  Corunna.  Robert  Ulm  and  Myrtle  Griffin  serve  at  Altona. 

The  following  are  the  district  teachers,  preceded  by  the  number  of  their 
school :  Butler,  one,  Anna  Bevier ;  two,  Lulu  Hcitz ;  three,  Lovina  PfafI ;  five, 
Carl  Shull;  six,  Claude  Miller.  Concord,  two.  Glen  Freeborn;  four,  Ida 
Widney;  five,  Ralph  Sechlcr;  seven,  Mary  Sclioles.    Fairfield,  three,  Grace 
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Widdicornbe ;  four  Louise  Kiickuck  :  six,  Lena  Stomm;  seven,  William  Mc- 
Intyre;  nine,  Isaiah  \\'LTt ;  ten,  Ciraoe  Seery.  Franklin,  one,  JL  C.  Wyncoop; 
two,  Letha  Enzor;  three,  Orla  Fee;  four,  Klva  Albright;  five,  Grace  Water- 
man; six,  Lena  Cameron;  seven,  Blandie  Smith;  eig^t.  Grace  Whetsel;  nine, 
Blandie  Whetsel.  Grant,  one.  Mae  MdntoA;  four,  Ethdyn  Rowe;  five,  J. 
A.  Htisselman;  six,  Ethel  Hallett  Lickson,  one,  Florence  Berry;  two,  Ida 
Reed;  three,  A.  C.  Matircr:  iowr,  Jolm  Vti^en :  fi\e.  Flsie  Farver;  six,  Jesse 
Provines ;  eight,  Mahel  Lochner;  nine,  Xellie  Berry.  Keyser,  one,  Naomi 
Brady;  two,  Jennie  Lasch;  three,  Jay  Olinger;  four,  Grace  Zerkle;  five,  Cora 
MiHer;  six,  Ruth  Smurr;  seven,  Bess  Ktnsqr;  eight.  Lulu  Kina^.  Newville. 
five,  Ray  Davis;  seven,  Gyde  Hart,  Merritt  Maxwell,  Grace  Kain.  Ridi- 
land,  F.  M.  Wiltrout;  three,  Alma  Leins;  five,  Carl  Becker;  seven,  Alida 
Walter;  eight,  Perry  Foote;  nine,  Mabel  Brecbill.  Smithville.  Ward  Par- 
sell;  one,  Clyde  Betz;  four,  Ada  Bair;  five,  Austin  Benjamin;  six,  Helen 
Shull;  seven,  Harriett  Secry;  eight,  Gladys  Kain;  nine,  Edna  Bickel;  ten, 
PerA  Grays.  Spencer,  Clara  Shull.  Stafford,  one,  Hilda  Whitman;  two. 
Cbtra  Apt;  five.  Ross  Abel.  Troy,  one,  Bernice  Clark;  two,  Hazel  Gunsen- 
houser:  three,  Leeta  Eddy:  five.  Carnet  Urink.  I'tiiini,  five.  Zora  Martin; 
six,  George  Wilson;  .seven.  Lida  I'faff.  Wihiiin^ton.  two,  IVarl  Brink; 
three.  Sura  Shumaker;  four,  Grace  Murch;  five,  George  Beams;  six,  Maude 
Kennedy;  seven,  Walter  Carper;  eight,  Winnie  Smurr;  nine,  C  O.  Krise. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

f ' '  -  - 

'  ■  AGRICULTURE. 

Upon  the  agriculture  of  a  county  are  based  the  prosperity  and  welfare 

of  (he  pto|)lc.  Oihcr  sources  of  revenue,  such  as  railroads,  manufachires, 
public  institutions  or  mines,  are  vahiahlc,  but  not  so  greatly  as  the  yield  of 
the  native  soil.  It  was  the  search  for  productive  soil  that  brought  the  first- 
idtlert  to  peKalb'  eotmty,  and  led  them  to  bai^sh  the  mthre  Indian  to  the 
wtttwafd;  History  does'  not  grow  fluent  with  the  tkscription  of  the  early 
crops;  methods  were  primitive  and  implements  crude,  and  the  sowing  and 
harvesting  had  not  reachecl  the  scientific  point  that  they  now  occupy.  The 
hot',  hand  rake,  scythe  and  small  sickle  were  ilic  icoU,  aiui  sheer  lorce  of 
laboi  was  responsible  for  a  good  crop,  if  such  were  iiati.  I  ht  Uisk  uf  clear- 
ing the  land  precluded  any  attempt  at  ^stematic  fanning  during  the  early 
4ay9,'bitt:ihe  stanchness  and  courage  of  the- first  tillers -made  |]p$sibl|;  tbg 
versatile  fanner  of  today,  who  understands  -crop  rotation  and  farm  science 
as  an  ens^neer  knows  his  machine 

On  the  average,  the  soil  of  DeKalb  county  is  the  equal  of  any  of  the 
Northwest,  being  very  fertile  and  tillable.  John  Houlton  is  remembered  as 
the  first  pioneer,  and  as  he  planted  potatoes  in  1S34,  he  mi^t  be  said  to  have 
been  the  first  farmer.  The  early  forests  dropped  their  leaves  in  the  autumn, 
and  these,  decaying,  left  a  heavy  loam  I'pnn  the  ground  that  has  pr  ixided 
this  eNceHent  «oiI  for  the  fanner  of  toda\  The  pioneer  found  this  exticmc 
fertility  when  he  was  enabled,  from  a  sniali  bit  of  land,  to  raise  sulticient 
grain  to  keep  his  home  well  stocked.  It  is  related  in  another  portion  of  this 
book  how  an  early  settler  planted  five  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  dug  eighty-six  bushels  from  the  earth.  The  grain  which  the  pioneer 
could  not  use  wa<;  trnnspnrtcil  fiv  wairnn  rind  ox-team  to  Fort  \\'a\iu\  'Toledo 
and  Hills<i.ilc.  and  we  aheady  have  a  few  accounts  of  the  hardships  under- 
gone upon  a  journey  01  that  kind. 

FARM  LAKDS. 

Tt  is  intere'^tinpf  to  note  the  statistics  in  relation  to  the  present  DeKalb 
county.    First,  it  might  be  well  to  say  that  the  population  of  the  county  is 
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twenty-five  thousand  and  fifty-four  people,  according  to  the  last  census.  The 
number  of  farms  in  the  county  is  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighteen, 
sixty  less  than  there  were  ten  years  ago.  Of  native  white  farmers  there  are 
tw«nty-four  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  of  foreign  bom  white,  eighty-nine. 

There  are  four  farms  in  the  county  of  an  area  under  three  acres;  from 
three  to  nine  acres»  there  are  one  hundred  and  ten;  of  ten  to  nineteen, 
eighty-eight;  of  twenty  to  fnrty-niiK".  four  hundred  and  twelve;  of  fiftv  to 
ninety-nine.  >mc  thousand  and  t\venty-ei;,'ht :  of  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
seventy- four  acres,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five;  of  one  hundred  seventy- 
five  to  two  hundred  filty-fiine,  there  are  ninety-nine;  of  two  hundred  aiid 
taxty  to  four  ninely>nine,  there  are  forty-two  farms. 

The  approximate  land  area  of  DeKalb  county  is  two  hundred  and  thirty^ 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  acres.  Of  this  amount,  there  are  two  hundred 
and  twenty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  three  acres  in  farm  lands.  The 
improved  land  in  farms  amoimts  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand 
six  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres,  an  increase  of  over  ten  thousand  acres  in 
the  last  ten  years.  Woodland  in  farms  totals  thirty-five  thousand  five  bun-- 
dred  and  eighty-four  acres;  and  all  unimproved  land  in  farms  is  seven  thou- 
sand six  hundrcf!  and  seventy  acres  in  farms,  'riiu'^  the  per  cent,  of  land 
area  in  farms  is  ninety-three  and  seven-tenths:  of  farm  land  improved,  eighty, 
and  five-tenths;  average  acres  per  farm,  cigluy  eight  and  one-tenth;  average 
improved  acres  per  farm,  seventy  and  nine-tenths. 

VALUE  OP  FARM  LANDS. 

The  value  of  ail  farm  property  in  DeKalb  county,  irrespective  of  kind 
and  quality,  is  nineteen  million  seven  hundred  twenty-two  thousand  five  hun-' 
dred  and  eighty<five  dollars,  being  an  increase  of  over  eight  million  during 

the  last  ten  years,  a  per  cent,  of  increase  of  seventy-six  and  nine-tenths.  The 
value  of  the  lands  is  twelve  millinn  ^tx  hnndrc(l  and  thirty  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty -eight  dollars;  oi  buildings,  tour  million  three  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one;  imptemoits  and  ma-- 
chinery,  seven  hundred  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  doU 
lars:  domestic  animals,  poultry  and  bees,  two  million  thirty-seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

The  per  cent,  of  value  nf  all  i)ruperty  is:  In  land,  sixty-four  iK-r  cent.: 
in  buildings,  twenty-one  and  onc-tcntli ;  in  implements  and  machinery,  three 
and  six-tenths  ;'in  domestic  animals,  etc.,  ten  and  three4entfas. 
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The  average  value  of  the  land  per  farm  is  se\t  n  tliousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirtv-ihree  dolhr>:  the  average  value  of  the  land  per  acre  is  fifty-six 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

DOMESTIC  ANIMALS. 

There  are  twenty-four  hiniflred  and  seventy-nine  tanns  reiH)rting  do- 
mestic aniiiials.  In  DeKalb  coiuity  there  arc  sixteen  tltousaiid  two  hundred 
and  fifty-'Six  head  of  cattle,  the  value  being  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
tbousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars.  There  are  eigfa^-fiYe  hun- 
dred and  ten  horses,  representif^  a  value  of  One  million  ten  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight.  Ther**  are  one  hnndrcd  and  fourteen  mulei;,  value 
fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  There  are  thirty-six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  tfairty-6ve  head  of  swine,  with  a  value  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-live  dollars.  There  are 
forty-two  thousand  sixty-three  sheep,  valued  at  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 
thousand  eight  Iniiulred  twenty-three  dnllars  Oi  ^tials,  i!iere  are  thirty-one, 
valued  at  sfxtv-iliree  dollsr^;.  There  are  .'iie  lumdied  and  eiijhtv -niiu-  tlvHi- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  ten  pieces  of  |X)ultry,  worth  one  hundred  and  four 
thonasnd  one  hundred  and  four  dollan.  There  are  e^t  hundred  and  nine- 
teen bees  in  the  county,  valued  at  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fif^-three 
dollars. 

FRIHCIPAL  CROPS. 

The  principal  crop  in  DeKalb  county  is  corn.  There  are  thirty-three 
thousand  four  Inuidred  and  ninety-six  acres  devoted  to  this  grain,  and  the 
yield  is  one  million  two  hundred  and  forty-tive  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-two  bushels.  Twenty-fne  tlioii-and  fi\c  hundred  and  one  acres  are 
devoted  to  oats,  which  area  yields  nine  hundred  and  sixty-si.\  thousand  one 
hundrc<J  antl  lliirleen  l)usliels.  Twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  acres  are  sown  in.  wheat,  producing  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  thou- 
sand and  eighty-four  bushels.  There  are  eight  hundred  and  forty«six  acres  of 
barlnr,  producing  twenty-one  thousand  four  hun<lred  and  thirty-two  bushels. 
Tliere  are  fourteen  luiiidred  and  eiuiilecn  acres  of  rye,  producing  twenty- 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  liftccn  bushels.  Twelve  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  bushels  of  clover  seed  comprises  this  crop.  Potatoes  cover  ground  to  the 
extent  of  two  thousand  'one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres,  and  make  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  live  bushels.  Hay  and 
forage  is  uathereil  I'rnni  thirt\  th!'ii>aud  six  hundred  and  thirty-four 
acres,  weighing  forty-eight  thousand  and  thirty-nine  tons. 
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PROPRIETORSHIP  OF  fARMS. 


There  are  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  farms  in  DeiUb 
county  operated  by  ownef,  and  representing  a  value  of  eleven  million  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  (ii)llars.  There 
arc  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  farms  operated  by  tenants,  value,  tive 
adUioii  five  hundred  sixty-seven  tihousand  four  hundred  and  twenfy'five  doI« 
Ian.  Farms  operated  by  managers  number  fourteen,  valued  at  two  hundred 
and  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 


It  is  sai  1  M  l  it  the  first  attempt  to  hold  a  fair  was  a  small  exhibit  made  on 
the  old  Baker  farm,  then  owned  by  Thomas  Ford,  T.couard  Hoo<llemire 
built  the  fence  enclosing,  antl  during  the  fair  the  main  attraction  was  a  foot 
race.  In  the  fall  of  1855  a  fair  was  held  on  the  court  house  grounds,  at  whkh 
a  horse  race  was  a  sensation.  The  next  fair  was  held  in  the  same  place  in  the 
fan  of  1858, 

Realizing  the  advantages  to  farmers  of  association  :uul  the  iK-neru-; 
naturally  to  he  enjoyed  at  Auburn  of  a  fair  s^round  and  an  annual  fair  at 
which  competitive  exhibits  could  be  held  and  improvement  in  stock,  ma- 
chinery and  handiwork  encouraged.  Wesley  Fade,  on  April  2,  1859,  teased 
to  the  directors  of  the  DeKalb  County  Agricultural  Society  about  seven  acres 
of  ground  lying  north  of  Park's  additic m  tri  the  tmvn  plat,  or  just  west  of  the 
public  road  running  from  Auburn  to  Waterloo.  The  lease  \\as  for  a  U-t'v.  of 
eight  years,  and  was  made  in  cnnsideratiou  that  the  socicfv  should  within 
sixty  days  build  a  substantial  l>o;»rd  icnce  seven  t'eet  iugii  along  the  north 
and  east  sides  of  the  grounds  and  the  remainder  within  one  year.  Shade 
trees  were  to  have  been  planted  and  a  track  laid  out.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  lease  the  ground  and  fence  were  in  he  given  uj).  the  society  reserving  luni- 
l)er.  '^heds  and  such  fixtures.  At  this  time  T.  \'  ( "!inni'>erlain  was  president  of 
the  society,  and  M.  F.  Pierce,  secretary.  The  i)resident  before  Chamberlain 
was  S.  \V.  Sprott,  and  succet<ling  the  former  was  VV.  W.  Griswold.  The  open- 
ing of  the  Civil  war  in  i86t  obviated  any  attempt  to  hold  a  hiir  and  conse- 
quently  for  a  time  it  was  al>andoned. 

Tn  1871  IcadiuL^  citi/A'U''  of  Waterloo  and  elsewhere,  pronn'nent  among 


theni  K'irsg  J.  N.  t  li.uuberlaiu.  Jolni  and  .\.  S.  Leas,  R.  |.  Lent,  S.  ). 
Locke,  C.  A.  O.  McCleilan,  R.  M.  Lockliart,  B.  B.  Long  and  R.  W.  McBridc, 
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organized  the  Xortluastcm  Indinna  Agricultural  A'^sociation  on  the  stock 
plan.  A  tract  ol  land  comprising  thirty-one  and  one-quarter  acres,  adjoining 
Waterloo,  was  faoi^t  and  fitted  up  for  holding  fairs.  The  fair  was  held 
aonuaUy  in  October,  and  the  stock  of  the  association  was  fixed  at  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  first  fair  here  was  held  on  October  15,  16,  17  and  tS,  iK;_>,  and 
was  a  big  success.  Prizes  were  i^tven  for  CNhihits,  racing  was  liilii.  aiid  large 
attendance  was  had.  The  county  fairs  continued  dining  the  years  until  liic 
early  nineties,  when  they  were  abandoned  for  various  reasons.  The  DeKalb 
County  Free  Fall  Fair  has  taken  the  place  of  these  exhibitions,  and  is  quite  as 
successful,  if  not  more  so. 

THE  DEKAI.B  COUNTY  FREE  FALL  FAIR. 

The  DeKalb  County  Free  Fall  Fair  is  promoted  by  Auburn  business 
men,  riTcrcliants  and  manufacturers,  and  maintained  and  supported  by  the 

Commercial  Club. 

it  is  held  each  autunui  in  Aubuni,  and  is  similar  to  ilic  coimty  fairs  ia 
otho*  counties,  but  is  held  abot^  the  court  house  sqtare  and  in  the  main 
streets  of  Auburn.  It  is  absolutely  free. 

A  large  list  of  premiums  is  annually  donated  !)y  the  merchants  and 
biijiinp'^^  men.    The  farmers,  manufacturers  and  otliers  exhibit  their  l)est 
products,  and  it     chimed  that  the  fair  by  its  exhibitions  has  brought  about, 
a  raise  of  ten  to  htlcen  per  cent,  in  larm  values  in  this  county. 

It  is  not  merely  a  street- carnival,  but  is  a  real  county,  fair.  It  has  been , 
hdd  in  Auburn  eadi  year  except  191 1,  when  it  was  held  at  C^rett.  Many 
amusements  are  provided  in  the  way  of  shows,  brass  bands,  etc.,  and  on  tiie 
closing  day  a  Mardi  Gras  ]tar:^do  held  1'he  fair  is  attended  tisually  by  a 
crowd  of  tiftccn  to  twenty-bvc  thoiisiuui  people  daily.  The  Purdue  Agricul- 
tural E.xpcriment  Station  and  School  of  Agriculture  sends  an  exhibit,  and 
Prof.  G.  I.  Christie,  or  another  from  the  faculty,  assists  in  judging  the  ex> 
hibits.  The  premiums  range  in  vahte  up  to  one  hundred  dollars.  Every, 
year  some  noted  man  of  the  stale  attends  and  delivers  a  lecture. 

The  ot>icers  of  the  fair  are:  H.  Ci.  Jud<"n,  chairman;  y\\\e<  Baxter, 
secretary;  U.  S.  Kant,  treasurer;  H.  R.  Culbertson,  C.  M.  Brown,  George 
Bishop,  Pres.  Wilcox,  H.  H.  Strole,  J.  R.  McDowell,  board  of  directors. 
Culbertson  and  M.  Boland  are  members  of  the  committee  on  judges. 
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GRANGES. 


In  the  early  part  of  1874  the  farmers  began  to  organize  what  has  since 

been  known  as  the  f>an«^e  movement.  The  tinnvth  w.t;  won<!t"rful  and  en- 
thusiasm iinlx)iindtd.  l  iie  moveniem  spread  like  wiidfire.  Granges  were 
formed  in  every  township,  councils  in  each  county,  and  were  given  direction 
and  force  by  state  and  national  Granges.  Interest  was  increased  by  gather- 
inga»  where  oratory  and  food  abounded ;  and  entire  families  gave  the  day  t§ 
enjoyment  with  the  object  of  consolidating  their  power.  Middlemen  were 
deemed  superfluous,  and  step?  were  tnken  by  appointing  of  purchasing^  agents 
;iiid  stcnkmg  of  Grange  stores,  to  buy  supplies  at  approximately  wholesale 
prices. 

Along  in  February,  1874,  the  impulse  made  itself  Imown  in  DeKalb 

o  nun\    C)i\  the  17th  a  Gran.t;e  w     cmistituted  at  tlie  Husscliuan  schooI  honse^ 
with  R.  N.  Crooks,  master;  S.  Kut/ncr.  ^lecretarv :  \\'.  Lcssing,  overseer;  C. 
W.  Scattergood,  lecturer;  J.  C  St.  Qair,  treasurer;  R.  S.  Reed,  steward,  and 
Mrs.  Reed  as  his  assistant 

Smifhfield  farmers  organized  on  the  loth,  electing  F.  Kelley,  £.  R. 
Shoemaker,  S.  B.  Mottinger,  J.  Hemstreet  and  Henry  Hood  j»  officers. 

Four  days  later  jack<on  Grange  was  formed  with  John  Cool,  James 
McClellan,  J.  G.  l.awhrad  and  M.  Owens  as  n'Tircri.  In  rapid  successuw 
others  follrrwerl,  until  the  territory  was  fully  occupied. 

,  A  county  council  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry  was  organized  on  May  8, 
1874,  in  Grangers'  hall,  Waterloo,  by  delegates  from,  subordinate  Granges.^ 
At  this  council  R.  K.  Crooks  was  chosen  president;  Ephraim  Boyle,  vice-' 
president;  M.  Waterman,  secretary;  F.  Kdley,  treasurer;  and  J.  G.  Law- 
head,  dr  irl-eeper.  The  hoard  of  trustees  was  romixi'^ri!  of  .\.  D.  .Moore.  John 
Lowe  and  liugh  Nelson.  A  committee  was  ap[Mjiuic<l  to  elect  a  purchasing 
agent,  and  tlie  objects  of  the  order  were  stated  to  be  the  welfare  of  the  far- 
mer and  to  "bring  producer  and  consumer  together  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
middleman." 

However,  the  Granges  in  this  county  soon  stranded,  went  out  of  ^xist-^ 
ence  after  a  brief  !n-t  brilliant  and  sug",'fstivc  career.     It  tauijht  fanners 
their  strength  and  encouraged  them  to  persevere,  and  trust  in  co-operation, 
and  believe  that  "in  union  there  is  strength."  - 
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HOKTtCULTinue  IN  DBKAX.B  COUNTY. 


(Br  U.  M.  Wldner  ) 


In  the  early  history  of  our  county  aj^les,  pears,  peaches  and  all  other 
tree  fruits  adapted  to  temjterate  climes  .^rew  when  planted  and  produced 
abundant  crops  of  the  finest  iruits.  Little  care  was  observed  by  the  planter. 
Little  did  our  piunecra  know  about  the  coddling  moth,  San  Jose  scale,  or  any 
of  the  many  fungus  diseases  at  that  time;  the  only  purpose  in  those  days 
when  planting  a  tree  was  to  produce  a  home  supply  of  the  much  needed 
fruits  for  the  betterment  of  health  conditions  in  the  home,  and  the  giving  to 
the  youth  the  food  demanded  by  nature.  So,  all  of  the  earliest  orchards  of 
our  county  were  planted  from  the  home-supply  standpoint,  and  those  who 
thought  of  the  conunercial  side  of  the  question  were  but  few.  However, 
these  orchards  grew  beyond  the  expectation  of  those  who  planted,  and  it  has 
not  been  many  years  since  the  apple-buyer  was  expected  each  year  to  gather  the 
turplus  and  [lack  the  same  in  bai Te!^,  then  ship  to  ^nmc  distant  city  market. 
The  peach  was  never  so  fortunate  in  those  tla\  s  and  many  who  are  yet  with 
us  can  tell  ^t'  >ri>.s  of  wagon  Iliads  of  big,  lu.sciou.s,  yeiiow  iK-aches  lying  on  the 
ground,  rotting  for  want  of  a  near  market,  a  market  close  enoiq[h  to  warrant 
the  owner  caring  for  them  and  marketing  them.  Pears  and  ptums  grew 
well,  but  were  nc\  cr  planted  in  such  quantities  as  the  peach  and  tiie  aj^e.  A 
more  natural  climate  for  the  jirodnctton  of  tree  fruits  than  our  cntintv  in 
pioneer  days  would  Ix^  hard  to  find.  But  for  the  fact  that  cities  were  but 
villages,  towns  but  country  cross-roads  and  the  present  villages  unknown,  the 
demand  would  have  been  vastly  beyond  the  resources  of  the  time.  H<Hticid- 
ture  remained  to  a  great  degree  imdeveloped.  If  demand  at  that  time  had 
been  as  it  now.  Hood  River  would  have  blushed  with  envy  at  the  product  of 
oki  DeKalb. 

Thus,  in  the  early  history  ol  truit  growuig.  no  uorms.  no  fungus  and  no 
scale  plant  attacked  the  tree.  The  rich  virgin  soil  and  protected  conditions 
made  by  the  forests  gave  the  fruit-bearing  trees  an  ideal  home,  and  the  result 
was  a  luscious,  perfect  crop,  with  but  little  effort.  But  as  the  cotmty  became 
better  settled  and  orchards  more  plentiful,  the  natural  enemies  came  also. 
Near  the  seventies  came  the  c  ddlinq:  moth,  who.,  Itv  his  habits,  gave  us  the 
wormy  apple,  the  curculo,  who  roWjed  us  uf  oiu  plums  and  riu'ned  our 
peaches;  then  the  fungus  enemies  to  scab  over  our  apples,  jiears  and  peaches; 
then,  seemingly  bent  on  utter  destruction,  the  San  Jose  scale,  to  kill  outright 
the  trees.  But  it  has  been  said  that  "necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention."  Our 
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county  has  developed,  our  towns  are  now  cities,  and  so  man  studies  the  con- 
ditions. He  replaces  the  humus  and  fertility  tliat  otir  forefathers  unconsciously 
robbed  from  our  soil ;  he  plants  trees  now  because  he  can  see  great  financial 
returns  in  the  futtire  for  so  doing;  he  has  learned  how  to  meet  the  enemies 
whidi  seemed  sure  to  destroy  the  fruit-bearing  trees,  the  coddKi^  mo^,  the 
curculo,  the  fungus  diseases  and  the  San  Jose  scale.  These  marauders  must 
submit  to  the  science  of  man.  Thus,  while  for  a  time  the  fruit  product  of 
DeKalb  county  wns  a  disgrarc  to  her  ramc,  we  now  can  tntthfitlly  boast  of 
her  wonderful  progress  in  developing  this  department  of  her  agricultural  life, 
and  her  sons  should  always  see  to  it  that  her  banner  floats  near  ^  top»  and 
then  tiieir  recompense  will  be  plenty. 
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CHAPTER  XV, 

SAILROADS  AND  TRANSFOKTATION. 


EjVRly  roads  and  road  cutting. 

Few  of  the  present  generation  realize  the  difiiailty  of  travding  in  the 
woofls  of  tlic  early  country.  In  the^e  iUy<  one  may  rro«<;  llie  oonntry  in  a 
few  hours  over  a  sleel  road,  or  by  excellent  wagon  roads  he  may  travel  with 
facility  and  ease.  The  hardy  immigrant  with  his  small  wagon  load  of  neces- 
sary furniture  followed  a  trail  made  the  Indians,  when  possible,  and  for 
the  last  t\>o  or  three  miles  ait  his  own  road  through  the  brush  and  woods 
W  ith  axe  in  hand.  The  road  thus  made  was  of  the  nulest  character  when 
dry,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  year  was  nearly  impas.sablc.  At  time?  one  rij^ht 
tore  wlieel  and  one  right  hind  wheel  would  lie  high  in  air  on  stumps  or  logs ; 
then  tile  fore  wheels  would  plunge  into  a  mud  hdht,  white  the  rear  of  the 
wagon  mounted  high  in  air.  Again  he  would  slide  along  in  a  slough  with  the 
mud  over  the  hubs,  and  suddenly  run  over  a  stump.  To  travd  with  safety 
in  a  wagon  he  must  brace  himself  with  both  feet  in  the  corners  of  the  box. 
with  every  nnisrle  ttT^Je.  'iiu!  u^e  Ixjth  hands  to  drive,  leavini,'  hi-;  fare,  neck 
and  hands  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  hungry  mosquitoes  swarming  aroimd. 
The  miring  of  a  horse  or  the  breaking  of  a  wheel  was  the  wOTst  fate  that 
oould  befall  the  tiavelcr.  The  extreme  slowness  of  travel  over  a  newly  cut 
road  through  the  forest  in  the  wet  sprin^ime  is  told  without  o\ai:!;erati<m  hy 
a  pioneer.  Tie  h,nd  been  to  a  mill  with  n  wn^on  nnd  a  yoke  '  f  oxen,  .ind 
arrived  within  one  mile  of  home  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Ijui  the  re- 
maining one  mile  took  four  hours  to  cover.  On  reaching  home  at  eleven 
o'clock  his  wife  told  him  that  she  had  heard  him  calling  to  his  oxen  ever 
since  seven  o'clock. 

The  Indians,  possessing  no  wheeled  vehicles,  carrying  oii  little  trade, 
using  no  machinery,  found  the  trace  nr  trail  sufficient  for  tin  ;r  needs.  Be- 
tween the  villages  of  the  Pottavvatomies  and  trading  posts  were  well  beaten 
trails.  Two  main  trails  traversed  the  land  of  DeKalb  county.  One  from 
White  Pigeon  forked  near  Lima,  one  brandi  terminating  near  Fort  Wayne, 
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the  other  leadini,'  s<>utli(n<;t  and  at  the  St.  Joseph  river  intersecting  a  trnil 
from  the  cast.  The  oilier  trail,  from  the  (!ir<»ction  of  Toledo,  fallowed  a 
southwesterly  course,  crossed  the  Fort  Wa>iic  trail  near  the  Liike  of  the 
Wood$»  sotiA  of  the  Tamarack  House,  a  pioneer  tavern  of  Lagrange.  The 
trail  was  a  path  worn  in  places  to  a  depth  of  six  inches  by  moccasin  and  pony 
hoof,  and  making  wide  detour^  t  r  marsh  and  lake.  Pioneer  roads  followed 
the  trails  as  far  a?  prnrticaiilc.  Joseph  Miller  ffir^t  cn'mty  surveyor)  cut  a 
narrow  track  froni  the  ri\er  through  to  Cedar  creek,  Mow  .\ui>urn,  and  also 
from  Auburn  to  Blair's  mill.  Miller  stated  that  the  logs  were  left  in  the 
trade,  and  that  articles  were  hauled  by  oxen  attached  to  a  sled  constructed  as 
follows:  A  npling  was  cut,  having  a  fork  at  the  top,  consisting  of  stout  limbs 
several  feet  long;  the  limbs  were  used  as  nuincr?,  and  the  body  of  tlie  stick 
formed  the  tongue;  a  box  was  then  fixed  f«n  the  niiincr!;.  Wesley  I'.irk  .uid 
Mr.  Miller  afterward  widened  this  road  to  admit  the  passage  of  a  cart.  The 
trail  was  known  then  as  "Miller's  trace." 

In  July,  1837,  Wesley  Park,  Cornelius  Gilmore  and  Seth  W.  Murray 
were  appointed  commissioners  to  lay  out  t:ie  Coldwater  and  Fort  Wayne 
state  road,  rumiiiip  nearly  north  and  south  through  the  county.  Thev  did  so, 
making  tlieir  report  on  Septeml)er  1st.  Wesley  Park  and  one  Ho.'^tctter  were 
to  lay  out  the  Goshen  and  Defiance  state  road,  east  and  west  through  the 
oounly.  The  woik  was  performed  by  Park  alone,  and  the  l^slature  after- 
ward l^alizcd  Hih.  Joseph  Miller  was  the  surveyor,  and  Henry  Feagter 
and  John  Miller  carried  the  chain.  Other  first  roads  were  located  as  follows: 
Tlie  state  road  from  Anln'rn  to  Fort  Wayne  via  Vandolcr's  mill,  by  T.  L. 
Yates  and  Benjamin  Miller;  the  state  road  from  Angola  to  Fort  W'a^-ne. 
west  of  Auburn,  by  Daniel  Moody,  Solomon  Showers  and  Henry  Miller;  a 
road  on  the  southwest  side  of  Fish  creek,  by  Simon  Aldrich,  Peter  Boyer  and 
Roger  Aldrich;  a  road  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Sf  Joseph  ri\-er  was  sur- 
veyed by  R.  J.  Dawson,  and  aflerw.'ird  r.>rrcctcd  Ijv  Ji>lin  P.Iair,  T'lhn  Web- 
ster and  Hector  Riake,  anrl  a  mad  fi  un  Enterprise  to  Uniontovvn  by  Daniel 
Kepler,  Michael  Boyer  and  John  Farlce. 

At  the  May  sesskm  of  1838  the  commissioners  appropriated  two  thou- 
sand dollars  from  the  three  per  cent  fund,  as  follows:  Eight  hundred  dol- 
lars on  the  Goshen  and  Defiance  road:  ei^lit  htmdred  dollars  on  the  Fort 
Wayne  and  Coldwater  road,  and  four  hundred  dollars  on  <he  st.ite  road  on 
the  northwe-t  ^idc  (,t  tin-  St.  Joseph  river.  The  rnmnii^sirmer  of  the  thrrc 
per  cent,  fund  was  also  directed  to  have  constructed  a  bridge  over  the  Big 
Cedar  credc  nortiii  of  the  village  of  Auhum,  where  it  was  crossed  by  the  Fort 
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Wayne  and  Coldwater  state  r -nd  ;  anolhei  over  tin-  i.iuK-  C  edar  creek,  near 
the  house  o£  Joseph  Struiip,  where  it  crossed  the  state  road;  another  over  the 
Big  Cedar  creek,  at  the  crossing  of  the  Goshen  and  Defiance  state  road  near 
Atibura;  a  bridge  over  each  of  the  three  principal  branches  of  the  west 
branch  of  Cedar  creek,  where  it  wzs  crossed  by  the  same  road,  and  a  bridge 
over  the  Tvienty-six  Mile  creek,  where  it  was  crossed  by  the  State  road  near 
the  house  of  Byron  Bunnel. 

These  first  bridges  were  poor  affairs,  and  tliough  built  at  little  expense, 
were  more  costly  in  the  end  than  the  bridges  which  liave  since  taken  their 
places  all  over  the  county,  particularly  the  fine  bridges  at  Newville,  Waterloo 
and  Auburn,  In  i8.}2  I?nar  Swartlioiit  and  J.  R.  Corper,  while  journeying  to 
visit  at  Keiulalh  ille,  crossed  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  two-horse  wagon  a 
bridge  over  Cedar  creek,  which  Joseph  Miller  had  constructed  for  three  hun- 
dred dollars.  This  wagon  was  tiie  first  to  cross  the  structure  and  its  wei^t 
broke  a  stringer.  Hiram  Iddings  had  previously  crossed  it  in  a  one-horse 
bugg>'.  But  with  increasing  experien^  and  growing  wealth,  the  quality  of 
bridge  and  highway  building  progressed,  until  it  has  reached  the  ^endid 
standard  of  today. 

GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Before  giving  any  detailed  histoiy  of  the  five  railroads  now  crossing  the 

county  of  DcKalh,  it  is  well  to  present  a  short  sketch  of  each  of  ttie  roads  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  understand ins^  of  future  discussion. 

The  first  road  to  be  built  was  the  Air  Line  division  of  the  Michigan 
Southern  &  Northern  Indiana,  now  known  as  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern.  Surveys  were  made  as  early  as  1852-3,  and  along  the  proposed 
route  the  villages  of  Conmna  and  Lawrence  and  the  towns  of  Butler  and 
Waterloo  l>ccame  existent  in  1855.  On  May  27,  1856,  the  forty-one  inhabi- 
tants of  I'utlcr  learned  with  joy  of  the  cnmplction  of  the  road  to  their  town. 
This  heralded  the  growth  of  Butler,  and  today  it  is  one  of  the  foremost  cities 
in  the  county,  being  third  in  population.  The  road  enters  the  eastern  side  of 
the  county,  passes  through  the  northern  parts  of  Stafford,  Wibnington,  Grant 
and  Riddand  townships,  altogether  traversing  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  in 
the  county. 

The  Kort  \Va\ne,  Jackson  Sagfinaw  railroad  was  opened  to  tratlk  on 
October  5,  1870,  but  after  a  few  years  of  operation  went  into  the  hands  of  a 
recehrer,  and  was  abaofbed  by  the  Lake  Shore  &  Mkhigan  Southern  Gonir 
pany.  It  enters  the  county  from  tiie  soutit,  and  passes  tbrongb  the  townships 
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of  Bnder,  Keyser,  Union,  Giant  and  Smidifield,  crossing  the  Vandalia  and 
Baltimore  ft  Ohio  at  Auburn  Junction  and  the  main  branch  of  the  Lak« 
Shore  at  Waterloo.   There  are  over  nineteen  miles  of  road  in  the  county. 

The  Detroit,  Eel  Rtver  &•  Tllinois,  later  the  Wabash,  St.  I.otii«i  &  Pacific, 
and  now  the  Vandalia  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  was  the  hrst  railroad  be- 
gun in  the  county,  but  the  fourth  to  be  completed.  It  was  projected  early  in 
the  fifties^  but  lacked  sufficient  support  for  completion.  In  the  closing  mondis 
of  1872  the  line  was  completed  from  Logansport  to  Anbum.  Here  it  again 
rested.  By  efforts  of  stockholders  in  DeKalb  county  nn  cfTort  nt  consolida- 
tion with  the  Fort  Wayne,  f nekton  Xr  Saginaw  railroad  was  di  Uatid.  After 
this  defeat  the  road  pushed  eastward  and  reached  Butler  on  October  18,  1873. 
The  road  has  a  Httk  over  eighteen  miles  of  track  in  the  county. 

The  Chic^  division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  was  projected 
soon  after  the  war.  After  many  controversies,  related  fidly  on  the  following 
patro^.  tlio  fn-^r  uain  run  thnnigh  the  county  in  \ovcmbcr,  1H75.  ''"^ 
passes  throntrh  Garrett.  Auburn  Junction  and  St.  Joe,  runninf^  cast  and  west. 

Crossing  the  extreme  soutliwestcrn  corner  of  DeKalb  couiuy  is  the 
Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  railroad,  with  no  station  within  the  county's  bounds. 
About  two  miles  of  trade  are  in  the  county. 

The  Wabash  railroad,  the  Detroit  division,  was  built  in  1901  and  1902. 
from  Butler  to  N'cw  Haven,  six  miles  east  of  F^rt  W'ayne,  where  it  connected 
with  the  main  line.  It  was  jnit  into  service  in  1902.  Division  [tohit  was  first 
established  at  Ashley,  on  the  DeKalb  and  Steuben  county  line.  After  a  few 
years,  however,  tills  point  was  transferred  to  Montpdier,  Ohio. 

HAILBOAD  BISTOKY. 
(fir     A.  SkininB.) 

The  first  survey  made  thrniK'Ii  tlu  county  fur  a  railroad  was  rim  in 
June.  1853,  In  tiie  Soutlitrn  Michigan  Kailioad  Company.  This  survey 
started  from  Toledo,  Ohio,  passed  through  northern  Indiana  and  intersected 
tiie  Southern  Midiigan  road  at  Elkhar^  Indiana.  This  was  for  the  Air 
Line»  or  Northern  Indiana,  road.  The  survey  for  the  Eel  River  railroad 
was  made  at  the  same  time.  This  started  at  Logansport.  Indiana,  and  ex- 
tended northeast,  passine:  on  the  south  side  of  Auburn  .md  intersected  the 
Air  Line  at  a  point  in  DeKalb  coutity  tlu  n  c  alk-d  Xorris,  later  Jarvis,  and  now 
Butler.   The  work  of  clearing  oflf  the  ngln-oi-way  for  these  two  roads  was 
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begun  in  the  autumn  of  1853.  hut  on  account  of  serine  embarrassment  the 
work  of  construction  on  the  Eel  River  road  was  suspended  indefinitely  in 
1854.  So  this  proposed  road  lay  dormaiit  until  1875,  when  it  was  revived 
and  completed.  The  work  of  constructing  the  Air  Line  road  continued 
during  the  years  1854-5-6-7.  and  as  this  was  prior  to  the  steam  shovd  period, 
the  grndini^  wns  done  with  pickv.  ^;Iio\ol>,  ha  ml -barrows  and  horse-carts.  In 
the  early  days  there  was  an  IiKlian  tratlint^  point  established  on  the  north 
side  of  Cedar  creek,  about  six  miles  northeast  of  Auburn,  and  named  Cedar- 
vittt,  but  the  name  was  changed  to  Uniontown  on  account  of  being  included 
in  Union  township.  As  the  Air  Line  railroad  was  located  on  the  south  side 
of  tile  creek,  about  lialf  a  mile  from  the  village,  there  was  a  station  established 
'  there  and  named  Watcrlnn.  Thh  new  town  soon  became  one  of  the  chief 
trading  posts  in  the  county.  Four  miles  west  of  Waterloo  another  station  was 
located  and  named  Hudson,  and  later  diangcd  to  Sedan.  The  Sedan  post- 
<^fice  was  "Iba."  Eveiy  effort  was  put  fortii  to  build  up  a  town  at  Sedan. 
Fiuties  who  owned  the  land  donated  town  lots  free  of  charge  to  anyone  who 
would  agree  to  build  a  house  on  the  lot,  this  being  the  only  consideration  re- 
quired. An  elevator  was  erected,  and  during  the  first  ten  years  it  was  a  popu- 
lar grain  market.  The  late  William  Mclntyrc,  of  Auburn,  was  agent  for  the 
railroad  company  for  about  ten  years  prior  to  1872.  Durmg  this  time  Sedan 
flourished,  but  on  his  retirement  the  town  lost  its  prestige. 

KAILftOAD  BEGINNINGS. 

The  Fort  Wayne,  Jackson  &  Saginaw  railroad  and  the  Ed  River  rsul- 
road  were  built  in  1870  and  put  into  operation  in  1871.  The  Baltimore  ft 
Ohio  railroad  was  constructed  in  1872  and  1873,  and  in  1874.  in  Xovcinljer,  it 
was  put  into  acti\'e  service.     the  Detroit  division  of  the  Wabash  railroad 

was  Iniilt  in  I'K>i  and  l()02.  from  I'litler  tn  New  Mnven,  six  miles  east  of 
Fort  Wayne,  where  it  connecte<l  wilti  the  n>ain  line.  It  was  put  iiitu  service 
in  1902. 

tNTBRURBAN  RAILWAY. 

The  Tolef1f>  Qiicago  intenirban  railway  was  put  into  service  in  1906. 
from  Fort  Wayne  to  Garrett,  where  it  branched  off  to  Kcndallville  by  way  of 
Avilla,  and  to  Waterloo  by  way  of  Auburn.  In  1913  this  road  was  absorbed 
by  the  Fort  Wayne  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company. 
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FORT  WAYKE,  JACKSON  ft  SAGINAW  ftAILROAO. 

In  1870  the  Fort  Wayne,  Jackson  &  Saginaw  railroad  was  constructed 
under  tbe  pretext  of  bdng  a  fanners'  railroad.   An  extensive  canvas  was 

made  among  the  farmers  and  townspeople  along  the  proposed  route  for  the 
sale  of  stock  in  the  enterprise.  The  shares  were  fifty  dollars  each,  and  every 
one  was  induced  to  take  at  least  one  share.  Farmers  through  whose  proi>- 
erty  the  road  was  built  were  sohcited  to  donate  the  right-of-way,  and  many 
of  tiie  transfers  were  made  without  other  consideration.  Other  farmers  fur- 
nished their  teams  and  labor  to  grade  the  road,  for  which  th^  were  paid  in 
railroad  stock.  Citizens  of  Waterloo,  prominent  among  whom  were  the 
J-lale  brothers,  general  merchants,  contributed  liberally  to  the  building  of  the 
road,  for,  situated  on  the  only  railroad  between  Fort  Wayne  and  Southern 
Michigan,  the  town  was  the  center  of  an  extensive  territory.  The  wheat  and 
com,  the  live  stodc,  and  wood,  the  butter  and  eggs,  poultry,  and  the  products 
of  die  orchards  from  southern  DeKalb  to  northern  Steuben,  found  a  matket 
there.  During  ^  marketing  of  the  grain  Market  street  was  thronged  with 
loaded  wagons  from  near  and  far,  awaiting  their  turn  to  drive  up  the  incline 
and  unload  at  the  elevator. 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  railroad,  elevators  were  built  at  the 
various  stations  along  the  line,  and  it  became  the  market  place  for  what  had 
formerly  been  taken  to  Waterloo,  thn.s  depriving  that  town  of  much  of  its 
prestige.  Six  miles  nurth  of  \\'aterli>o  was  Mottinger's  and  (iramlin's  Cross- 
ing, the  point  of  greatest  elevation  on  the  road,  and  consequently  the  station 
was  called  Summit.  The  station  was  hard  to  reach  by  north-lKjund  trains  on 
account  of  the  grade,  and  many  of  the  indifferent  engines  of  that  day  were 
compelled  to  talw  the  train  up  in  two  sectiras,  after  vainly  puffing  to  a  stand- 
still. For  years  Summit  was  the  leading  wood  station  on  the  line,  as  they 
fired  the  engines  with  wood  in  those  days.  A  thriving  town  sprung  up  at 
Summit,  with  =:tores.  saw  mill,  blacksmith  shop,  brick  mill  and  saloons.  A 
few  dilapidated  buildings  ixow  mark  the  site  of  Summit  ami  .Sedan.  After 
the  Fort  Wayne.  Jackson  &  Saginaw  railroad  was  operated  a  few  years  it 
went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  was  sold  to  and  absorbed  by  the  Lake 
Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company.  The  original  sten-kholders 
were  permitted  to  retain  their  certificates  of  Stock  as  remiijMlers  that  th^ 
were  once  stockholders  in  a  railroad. 
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THE  BALTIMOBE  &  OHIO  RAILKOAD. 

The  survey  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  ft  Gsicago  railroad,  known  as  the 
Chicago  division,  was  made  in  xfi^i,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer 

James  L.  Randolph,  assisted  by  Charles  Ardianhiel,  T.  G.  Baylor,  W.  A. 
Pratt  and  a  Mr.  Manning-.  The  sun'ey  was  started  off  the  o!d  Sandusky 
City,  Mansfield  &  Newark  railroad  at  a  point  two  miles  south  of  Centerton. 
This  starting  point  was  called  Chicago  Junction.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  had  previously  leased  the  SanduslQr  City,  Mansfidd  & 
Newark  railroad.  The  survey  was  made  through  Ohio  and  Indiana  and  into 
Illinois,  where  it  intersected  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  eight  miles  south  of 
Chicago  and  two  hundred  and  ?ixfy-t\vo  miles  west  of  Chicago  Junction. 
The  point  was  named  Baltimore  Junction.  Baltimore  Junction  is  now  called 
Brocdcdale. 

"water,  water,  everywhere,  but  not  a  drop  to  orin^.'' 

There  were  many  laughahle  incidealb  related  by  the  engineer^  in  making 
this  survey,  one  of  which  I  shall  mention.  The  country,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  wild  forest,  where  Deshler,  Hamler,  Holgate  and  Standly  were  estab- 
lished, was  known  as  the  Black  Swamp  and  w  as  submerged  in  water,  so  the 
surveyors  \vere  compelled  to  wear  hip  gum-boots.  Somewhere  in  this  terri- 
tory they  came  lo  a  log  cabin  and  they  were  surprised  to  see  a  backwoodsman 
standing  in  a  log  canoe  with  a  long  pole  in  his  hands  and  a  tin  cup  attached  to 
one  end  of  the  pole.  He  was  propelling  his  canoe  arotmd  in  front  of  his  cabin, 
and  occasionally  searching  around  in  the  water  with  his  pole.  Being  surprised 
at  his  maneuvers,  they  inquired,  "What  are  you  hunting?"  The  backwoods- 
man replied  that  "he  was  hunting  his  well  to  get  a  drink." 

AN  UNFORTUNATE  IMBECILE. 

There  was  an  tmfortunntc  iml)eci!e  by  the  name  of  Christ  Lnng,  who 
owned  forty  acres  of  land  wliere  Garrdl  is  located,  who  was  more  deserving 
of  pity  than  censure.  He  lived  in  a  one-story  log  cabin  which  was  located 
between  the  present  Baltimore  &  Ohio  saw  shop  and  the  car  shops.  These 
buildings  and  the  coal  chutes  were  erected  on  the  land  owned  by  Long.  There 
was  no  floor  in  his  cabin  except  the  ^  i  <  und,  and  here  Long  lived  and  sU-pt  with 
his  hogs.  Another  man  had  taken  ling's  wife,  oxen  and  wagon  and  eloped 
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with  tiie  outfit  to  MichigM  a  few  years  previotis.  Wh«n  the  engineer  corps 
would  approodi  Long's  land  tiiey  were  met  at  the  boundary  line  by  Long, 

armetl  with  a  pitchfork,  and  notified  not  to  enter,  which  would  lead  to  consid* 
erable  parlcyinj^.  On  one  occasion  Chnrles  rothrnn,  the  front  chainman, 
pointed  the  Iraii.-it  rod  nt  T.nncr,  nnd  he,  tlinikiiv,^  ii  a  sun,  took  to  hi<*  heels 
and  kept  out  of  sight  (im  itig  the  day.  There  was  considerable  trouble  obtain- 
ing a  dear  title  to  Loii^^  s  land  on  account  of  his  wife's  untimely  elopemmt. 

TSBSTLBS  AND  TROUBLES. 

As  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  was  located  through  a  heavily  timbered  and 
undeveloped  country,  timber  at  that  time  was  very  plentiful.  Therefore  it 
was  considered  advantageous  and  more  expedient  to  construct  trestles  of 

timber  over  the  swamps  and  ravines  than  to  fill  by  grading.  Therefore,  there 
were  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  trestles  and  bridges  constructed  in  build- 
ing the  Chicago  division.  Number  one  was  in  the  Chicago.  Junction  yard, 
and  number  three  hundred  and  ninety-six  was  between  South  Chicago  and 
Baltimore  Junction  (Brookdale),  malcing  over  nine  miles  of  continuous  trestle 
work  if  they  had  been  connected. 

Trestle  number  two  hundred  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  incline  of  the  Gar- 
rett coa!  chute?,  which  \\  n^  filled  in  i8?^l.  There  were  over  three  miles  rif  tres- 
tles between  Chicago  Umction  and  Garrett,  and  over  six  miles  west  of  (.larrett, 
Hat  largest  trestle  being  west  of  Garrett  Nranber  two  hundred  and  ninety, 
about  four  miles  west  of  Bremen,  was  known  as  the  Big  Marsh  trestle.  This 
trestle  was  three  thousand  eiglit  hr.ndred  and  thiity-two  feet  long,  and  con- 
tained three  hundred  and  nineteen  pile  trestles.  Four  piles  were  dri\  tii  for 
each  trcitle.  This  fettle  was  fiHed  in  1882  with  sand  out  of  the  pit  nn  the 
south  side  of  the  Walgcrton  coal  chutes.  The  highest  trestle  was  four  miles 
west  of  Defiance,  whidi  was  thirty-five  feet  high.  There  was  a  saw  mill  at 
itue  east  end  of  it  and  a  spur  track.  This  was  known  as  White's  mills,  and  all 
local  trains  stopped  there. 

I  think  this  trestle  was  number  one  lumdred  and  f<  irtv  nine.  It  was  filled 
in  1883.  after  a  twelve-font  rtrrh  mlvert  had  Ix'en  construeict.  Trestle  tuunhcr 
two  hundred  and  one  was  west  of  the  Garrett  coal  chutes,  over  the  tamarack 
swamp.  This  trestle  was  one  thousand  one  hwidred  and  iforty-two  feet  long. 
The  eariy  pioneers  will  remember  tfiis  swamp  was  covered  with  brush  and 
tamarack  trees,  so  dense  that  the  lake  in  the  center  of  it  was  not  visible  from 
the  railroad.   The  tamarack  trees  were  converted  into  cross  ties  and  tele- 
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graph  pdcs.   There  was  about  three  hundred  feet  in  die  middle  of  this  swamp 

covered  with  a  crust  of  peat  about  eight  feet  thick.  Under  this  tin  re  was  an 
open  lake.  It  broke  in  in  1873.  when  the  road  was  being  praded.  Then  it 
was  piled  for  trestles.  The  contractors  claimed  they  drove  some  ot  the  piles 
six  liundred  and  twenty  feet,  which  led  to  a  case  of  htjgation  between  the 
company  and  the  contractors.  The  general  opinion  was  tiuit  the  piles  angled 
off  into  the  lake  underneath,  as  Elngineer  Manning,  who  made  the  survey, 
testified  diat  he  took  the  soundings  when  he  made  the  survey,  and  the  deepest 
sounding  was  eighty-two  feet.  This  (rostle  was  filled  in  188^1  and  1887.  The 
filling  was  coiuuicnced  with  clay,  which  soon  crushed  down  through  the  peat, 
forming  an  open  lake,  and  the  water  in  the  lake  north  of  the  trestle  soon  be- 
came the  color  of  the  clay  that  was  being  dumped  in  at  the  trestle.  The  piles 
commenced  to  give  away,  which  let  the  frame  trestles  tum  over  on  their  side. 
The  fdling  in  with  clay  was  discontinued  at  once  and  cribbing  up  with  old 
timbers  was  adopted,  and  filling  with  cinders  which  were  not  sn  heavy  as  clay. 
The  track  w supported  on  a  pontoon  of  old  car  siiis  and  bridge  stringers. 
Every  morning  Uie  track  would  be  down,  as  the  pontoons  would  settie  during 
the  night,  some  nights  as  mudi  as  two  feet.  I  had  charge  of  this  work,  and  to 
my  personal  knowledge,  there  was  sixty  feet  of  pontooning  of  this  descrip- 
tion crushed  down  in  this  sink. 

The  construction  work  was  commenced  at  the  varioti^  railroad  crossings, 
where  engines,  cars  and  tools  were  delivered,  and  the  work  was  rushed  for- 
ward each  day.  One  of  the  construction  engines  was  shipi)ed  from  Toledo 
to  Defiance  on  the  canal,  where  it  was  placed  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  track. 
It  is  presumed  that  it  was  not  as  large  as  the  present  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
engines.  There  was  s.jinc  trouble  encountered  in  crossing  the  Michigan 
Central  tracks,  which  place  is.  now  known  as  Willow  creek,  of  which  I  will 
give  a  brief  sketch.  The  Michigan  Central  people  objected  to  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  people  crossing  their  track  on  a  grade  crossing,  requesting  the  latter 
to  construct  an  devated  crossing.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  refused  to  comply 
with  this  reqiicit.  The  ra<;c  was  carried  into  court,  and  ihv  <]vn<\on  was  re- 
turned in  fa\  (jr  of  thu  l',altiniore  &  Ohio.  The  Michigan  Central  ignored  this 
decision  by  placing  ail  kinds  of  ol^tructions  at  this  point. 

About  three  hundred  men,  from  appearance  supposed  to  be  "Chicago 
roughs,"  were  esUUished  here,  evidently  preparing  for  a  "pidc  and  diovd" 
fight  in  case  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  attempted  to  put  in  the  crossing.  The 
Baltimore  it  Ohio,  being  overpowered,  called  on  the  slieriff  of  I'orter  county 
for  protection.    The  sheriff  responded  with  a  corps  ot  deputies  and  their 
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entreaty  and  authority  were  impertinently  ignored.  The  sheriff  M  <tncc  re- 
ported the  situation  to  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  srovernor  of  Indiana.  Two 
companies  ot  soldier?,  in  rharge  of  Captain  Whitenian,  were  dispatched  to 
the  scene  at  once.  At  early  sunrise,  on  tlic  morning  in  November,  1874,  the 
pidc  and  shovd  brigade  located  at  this  barricade  was  amazed  at  the  transparent 
luster  which  was  reflected  from  two  brass  cannons  mounted  on  a  flat  car, 
which  slowly  approached  in  front  of  a  train  from  the  east,  followed  by  cars 
with  the  boy<?  in  blue,  who' were  at  once  lined  up  in  hattle  array. 

Captain  Whitenian  then  took  a  stand  and  addressed  the  opposing  faction, 
advising  them  that  he  had  not  come  there  hunting  trouble,  but  had  been  sent 
there  by  legal  authority  to  prevent  trouble^  stating  that  tliey  had  the  decision 
of  the  court  to  put  in  the  crossing  and  they  were  going  to  put  it  In.  The  men 
were  lying  around,  some  on  the  ties  which  were  piled  up  as  an  obstruction,  and 
they  wotilf!  not  mo^-e  when  ordered,  as  the  order  did  not  come  from  the 
parties  by  whom  they  were  employed.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  Michi- 
gan Central  and  Baltimore  &  Ohio  officials  present.  The  former  officials 
maintained  silence,  and  gave  no  orders,  therefore  the  men  would  not  move. 
The  sheriff  was  present  with  a  corps  of  deputies.  After  jiarleying  and 
maneuvering  all  forenoon,  the  sheriff  commcneeil  arrc-tiiij;  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral oiVtcials  until  there  were  thirteen  under  arrest  and  imprisoned  in  a 
caboose,  which  was  run  to  Michigan  City. 

The  order  was  given  to  put  in  die  crossing.  Flagmen  were  sent  out  on  the 
Midiigan  Central  track  each  way.  A  force  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  trade 
men,  in  charge  of  superv'isor  John  Marion,  soon  cleared  the  way,  and  the 
Michigan  Central  track  was  cut,  the  crossincf  frogs  put  in  place.  an<l  every- 
thing coupled  up  in  good  condition  in  two  hours'  lime.  This  being  accom- 
plisiied,  gave  tlie  Baltimore  &.  Ohio  the  right-of-way  into  Chicago. 

LAMD  tOYUXQ. 

When  the  construction  of  the  road  was  about  finished,  in  1874,  six  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  ofticials  organized  a  company  in  Baltimore  and  it  was  in- 
corporated as  ^  Baltimore  I^d  and  Improvement  Coa^pany.  John  King, 
first  vice-president  and  William  Keyser,  second  vice-presi<tent  of  the  railway, 
were  the  principal  members.  Washington  Cowen,  father  of  John  J.  Cowen, 
who  was  chief  attorney  for  the  railroad,  was  a  retired  farmer  of  Holmes 
county.  Ohio.  He  was  selected  as  agent  for  the  Baltimore  Land  and  Im- 
provement Company,  to  locate  the  division  point  on  the  Chicago  division. 
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In  September,  1874,  the  road  was  not  yet  opened  up  for  travel.  Cowen 
went  to  Kendallville  on  the  Lake  Shore  road  and  drove  through  the  country 

to  a  point  on  the  Qiicago  division  of  the  new  railroad,  four  miles  east  of 
Altjion,  known  as  Wash  Fastcr's  cros^iiit^.  Mr.  Covven  selected  this  place  for 
the  division  point.  Every  nuivL-menl  of  the  ljahinii>re  Sz  Ohio  oflicials  at  this 
period  was  being  critically  observed  by  enthusiastic  speculators  ready  to  buy 
up  the  land  where  the  division  shops  were  to  be  located.  Mr.  Cowen,  being 
aware  of  this  state  of  affairs,  was  compelled  to  use  the  greatest  caution  in 
all  of  his  movements  so  as  not  to  create  the  impression  that  there  would  be 
a  town  locritcd  here,  and  that  the  HaUiniore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company  would 
make  this  iKjint  a  division  of  the  road  and  erect  shops.  Cowen,  on  arrival  at 
this  place,  immediately  commenced  contracting  with  liie  tarmers  for  their 
farms,  saying  that  he  had  two  sons  and  two  sons-in-law  back  East,  whom  be 
desired  to  locate  together  as  near  as  possible,  and  that  he  had  a  little  daughter 
twelve  years  old,  and  he  wanted  about  thirty  acres  as  a  home  for  this  young 
daughter  ;;nd  himself.  After  he  had  contracted  with  two  or  three  farmers, 
and  had  advanced  some  money  on  the  contracts,  the  other  farmers  with  whom 
he  had  not  contracted,  raised  the  price  of  their  land  so  high  that  Mr.  Cowen 
was  compelled  to  abandon  the  enterprise  at  this  place.  So  he  settled  up  with 
those  with  whom  he  had  contracts,  which  cost  him  about  four  hundred  dollars. 
T  obtained  ]>art  uf  tliis  information  from  Mr.  Cowen  and  part  from  the 
farmers  who  were  interested. 

Mr.  Cowen  then  went  to  KcndaUvilie,  from  there  to  Waterloo  and  then 
to  Auburn  Jtmctkm.  Here  the  section  men  took  him  aa  a  hand-car  to  the 
present  site  of  Garrett  Mr.  Cowen  very  quietly  ccmimenced  negotiating  with 
the  fanners,  usinp  the  same  t.ictics  that  he  had  used  at  Easter's  crossing  in 
Noble  county,  and  i  n  the  Bth  and  loth  of  October,  in  1874,  he  closed  the 
deal  with  the  owners  of  the  land  where  Garrett  is  situated,  and  the  deeds  were 
executed  October  22  and  24,  1874,  to  Washinjafton  Cowen,  in  trust  as  agent  for 
the  Baltimore  Land  and  Improvement  Company,  as  follows:  John  Kitchen, 
forty  acres;  C.  Hoick,  fifty-five  acres;  Mrs.  W.  J.  Anthrop,  forty-four  and  a 
half  acres;  J.  L.  Smith,  one  hundred  acres;  Holmes  Link,  eig^ity  acres; 
Samuel  and  Link,  thirty  acre';;  Jacob  and  Catherine  Link,  ten  acres:  Christ 
Lon^,^  forty  acres:  F.  C.  and  M.  IJartlcs.  forty-five  acres;  Joseph  Leason, 
forty  acres;  G.  E.  Matthews,  forty  acres;  G.  Rodcnbaugh,  eighty  acres.  The 
total  was  six  hundred  and  four  and  a  half  acres. 

Each  of  these  twelve  farms  had  log  cabins  for  dwelling  houses.  Mr. 
Cowen  had  considerable  trouble  with  Christ  Long,  as  I  stated  in  a  former 
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article,  Long  being  mentally  unijalanced.  Cowen  purchased  liis  forty  acres 
for  one  diottsand  dx  Imndred  doltars,  and  Long  would  not  accept  anything 
but  gold  as  pay.   Cowen  finally  paid  him  in  gold.   Long  lived  in  a  deplorable 

condition,  all  alone  in  hi?  l><r  but.  and  l:e  refused  to  move  out,  claiming  that 
he  had  lost  five  hunrlrtd  dollars  of  the  money.  He  did  not  vacate  until 
crowded  out  by  tlic  improvements.  Long's  wife  had  eloi)€d  with  another 
man  a  few  year.s  previous,  taking  witli  them  Long's  ox  team  and  wagon. 
Mr.  Cowen  could  not  locate  her  for  about  two  years.  After  tracing  her  by 
writing  to  the  postmasters  in  Michigan,  lUhiois,  Kansas  and  other  states,  he 
finally  located  her  in  Nebradca,  and  then  had  to  pay  her  fifteen  dollars  to  get 
her  to  sign  the  deed. 

While  the  Chicago  division  was  under  construction  there  were  several 
enthusiastic  speculators  on  the  alert,  ready  to  buy  up  the  had  where  the  shops 
would  be  located.  Riggs  D.  Thomas  and  a  Mr.  Toland  arrived  here  from 
I^ndon.  Ohio,  about  the  same  time  that  Cowen  did,  and  were  quietly  watcliiiig 
Mr.  Cowcn's  movement*;.  Thomn'  was  sent  aijent  for  the  London  Rank- 
ing Company.  Cowen,  being  aware  of  the  situation,  vcn-  quietly  secured  the 
twelve  farms  at  forty  dollars  per  acre,  while  these  two  gentlemen  were  at  their 
hotd  in  Auburn.  Then  came  the  excitement— the  division  point  was  estab- 
lished. Up  went  tiie  price  of  land,  from  forty  to  eighty-five  and  one  hundred 
dollars  per  acre.  These  two  gentlemen  then  botight  several  farms  adjoining 
tho.-ic  purchased  h^-  Cnwen.  hence  the  nnt^u":  of  Thomas'  south  and  east  addi- 
tions and  Ti  iland  V  addition.  Thomas'  scjutli  addition  was  laid  out  by  Engineer 
T.  G.  Baylor,  under  the  supervision  of  Engineer  W.  A.  Pratt,  and  agent  R.  D. 
Thomas,  in  the  fall  of  1875,  and  the  plat  was  filed  at  Auburn  November  19, 
1875.  The  plat  of  Toland's  east  addition  was  ente  red  for  record  at  Aubum 
Kovember  30,  1875.  and  the  sale  of  lots  lict^an.  EnL^ineer  \V.  A.  Pratt  at 
this  time  was  engineering  the  constnietion  of  the  Haltimore  &  Ohio  shops. 

Of  the  twelve  parcels  of  land  purchased  by  Mr,  Cowen,  eight  were  in 
Butter  township  and  four  in  Richland  township.  Therefore  the  town  was 
located  in  two  townships,  and  the  shops  were  built  on  the  line.  About  two- 
thirds  of  the  round  house,  machine  and  blacksmith  shops  were  in  Richland 
township,  and  about  one-third  in  TJntler  town?:hip,  and  aho  on  the  center  line 
extending  north  and  south,  through  the  two  townships,  public  roads  having 
been  established  on  these  lands.  The  township  line  was  about  where  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  freight  house  is  located.  Randoli^i  street  is  on  the  original 
section  line  from  the  north  to  where  it  intersected  the  township  line  at  the 
freight  house.  Here  there  are  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  of  an  offset  to 
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tile  west,  where  the  section  line  extended  soutli  through  the  center  ot  Butler 

township.  The  alley  on  the  west  of  the  postoflice  is  alx)ut  on  tin  Hue  of  the 
old  wag^on  road.  There  wa?  a  house  owned  by  one  of  the  Links  where  Dr. 
Thompson  s  brick  stable  now  stands.  When  the  county  commissioners  ac- 
cepted and  approved  the  town  plat  in  the  spring  of  18S5  this  vacated  these 
public  roads. 

FnST  TRAIKS. 

As  soon  as  the  division  point  was  located  in  ( i.irrt  tt  in  1874,  the-  railroad 
at  once  erected  a  frame  engine  house  forty  by  two  hundred  feet,  on  tlie  north 
side  of  the  main  track  directly  north  of  the  present  round  house,  with  two 
tracks  running  lengthwise  through  it,  provided  with  engine  pits.  A  "Y"  was 
constructc<l  at  each  end  of  the  ei^ne  house  for  machine  and  blacksmith  shops. 
TheM-  two  hnildiniir*'  weti-  destroyed  by  fire  in  November,  187:,  Commencing 
with  the  runninef  of  trains  in  November,  1874,  freiglit  trains  were  run  from 
Chicago  J  miction  to  Deiiauce,  from  Detiancc  to  Bremen  and  from  Bremen  to 
South  Qticago.  .  Passenger  trains  were  run  through  from  Chicago  Junction 
to  Chicago  by  running  eight  niiles  on  the  Illinois  Central  tracks  from  Balti- 
more Junction,  which  is  now  known  as  Brookdale. 

F.  H.  Sembower  and  R.  Lanlr  were  the  first  two  entjineer?  to  pull 
passenger  trains  into  Chicago.  Sembower  had  run  a  construction  engine  con- 
structing the  Chicago  division  and  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1874,  with 
William  Lane  as  conductor,  he  pulled  the  firat  Baltimore  &  Ohio  passenger 
train  into  Chicago.  Train  dispatcher  G.  W.  Fordyce  gave  the  order.  R. 
Lantz,  who  had  been  running  a  passenger  train  on  the  Lake  Eric  division  be- 
tween Sandu<kv  antl  Xewruk  fr'<ni  1X70  tintii  this  time,  was  transferred  to 
the  new  division,  and  on  November  8,  1874,  he  i)ulied  the  second  passenger 
train  into  Chicago,  arriving  there  at  eight  o'clock  p.  m.  He  had  engine  No. 
five  hundred  and  nine,  which  had  the  name  "David  Lee"  lettered  on  the  side 
of  the  cab.  as  it  was  customary  in  those  days  to  name  the  engines  in  honor  of 
the  ofTicials  of  the  road.  F.  II.  Sembower  i';  still  a  passenger  engineer  here. 
R.  Lantz  retired  from  actual  service  in  1908,  alter  forty  years  of  continual 
service  as  passenger  engineer  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

In  reflecting  bade  to  January,  1875,  we  see  the  new  engine  house,  the 
machine  and  blacksmith  shops,  the  "Y"  all  ready  for  operaticm,  a  small  shanty 
with  boards  up  and  dow  n  ready  for  a  telegraph  oflice,  two  passenger  coaches 
and  a  ba^ijai^e  coacli  set  out  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  track  north  of  the 
present  blacksmith  shop,  to  be  used  as  a  dining  and  lunch  car,  and  tlie  baggage 
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ooaCh  for  a  kitchen.  A  Mr.  Tubbs  was  put  in  charge  of  the  culinary  depart- 
ment 

George  M.  Hoffman  was  tiiC  first  sup<frvisor  of  trains,  or  trainmaster,  in 
Garrett.  He  was  the  first  to  come  and  the  last  to  go  of  the  oftici  il  hprp, 
so  he  remained  until  the  first  of  March,  1876.  when  he  wa<?  •superseded  by  11.  S. 
Morse.  The  first  master  mechanic  was  Mr.  Hibbard,  and  the  lirst  dispatchers 
were  George  W.  Fordycc,  W.  T.  Badcus  and  W.  F.  Perdue. 

The  town  was  not  yet  platted  or  the  new  shops  selected  in  January,  1875, 
when  tha  temporary  arrangement  was  made  for  the  accommodation  of  trains. 
The  trainmen  were  a!!  notified  that  Garrett  was  the  only  division  point  on 
the  Chicago  division  and  to  make  arrangements  to  lay  over  here  in  place  of  at 
Defiance  and  Bremen,  but  some  of  them  were  so  -blinded  with  invincible 
prejudice  that  they  rerigned  from  the  service  rather  than  obey  the  order. 

lUXLROAO  BOAXDING  R0U8S8. 

In  1875  there  were  no  accommodations  for  the  mai  required  for  tlie 
construction  of  tiie  roundhouse,  machine  shop  and  blacksmitii  shops.  There 
were  a  few  log  cabins  which  the  land  owners  had  occupied,  and  a  few  rude 
shanties  and  tents  hastily  established,  but  these  were  all  packed  brimful,  in 

some  fotir  men  occupying  one  bed.  So  .Trrangements  had  to  be  made  for  the 
acroinmiKlaiiriii  of  the  men,  and  for  tliat  jnirpose  a  large  boardini^  hotise  was 
built  on  the  southeast  comer  of  Cowen  and  Keyser  streets,  which  still  stands 
as  OM  of  the  old  landmarks,  east  of  the  Baptist  church.  This  was  called  the 
"Chics^o  House."  Later  a  second  house  was  built  on  the  south  side  of  it 
In  September,  1875,  there  were  eighty-five  men  boarding  and  lodgint^  in 
these  two  houses  and  they  were  a  lively,  jolly  ^et  of  fellows.  T!iey  did  not 
appear  to  have  any  grievance  with  the  situation  and  cheerfully  co-operated 
with  each  other.  The  dining  room  was  on  the  first  floor  of  the  comer  build- 
ing, but  tiiere  were  not  beds  enough  to  accommodate  half  of  the  boarders. 

THS  "GIUND  ItARCH." 

In  the  evenings  the  first  in  would  take  possession  of  the  beds  and  those 
who  came  in  later  were  forced  to  take  lodging  on  the  floor,  hunks  or  any 
place  likey  oould  find  to  stretdi  tiieir  wearied  bodies  out  to  rest,  with  a  block 
of  tamaradc  wood  for  a  pillow  and  their  coats  for  a  coverhig.  They  had  a 
mutual  agreement  that  at  twelve  o'clock  each  night  they  were  to  have  the 
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"Grand  March,"  in  which  all  afreed  to  participate.  So  every  night  at  twdve 
o'dodc,  the  signal  trumpet  was  sounded.   Eadi  and  every  one  was  compelled 

to  report  for  duty,  and  if  anybody  failed  to  vacate  his  bed  at  the  call,  he  was 
quickly  pulled  out.  At  (be  close  of  the  "Grand  March."  would  come  the 
grand  rush  for  the  lx:(js.  The  agreement  was  that  tlic  first  man  was  to  take 
possession  on  a  pre-emption  right,  and  the  Other  fellow  was  to  look  oot  lor 
himself.  People  who  lived  in  the  neighhorhood,  complained  that  it  was  not 
only  tlic  boarders  in  the  Chicago  House  who  were  awakened  by  the  '*Grand 
March." 

BIJILDING  OF  THE  SHOPS. 

The  brick  laying  of  ^e  shops  was  not  commenced  until  m  September, 
187s,  commencing  with  the  round  house,  which  was  formally  put  into  service 

on  Christmas  day,  but  not  completed  until  about  the  first  of  March,  1876, 
when  the  new  machine  and  blacksmith  'jhops  were  all  opened.  The  weather 
was  very  favorable  for  outside  work  that  winter,  as  it  was  the  most  open 
winter  ever  known  in  northern  Indiana.  There  were  four  or  five  days  of 
cold  weather,  with  a  light  fait  of  snow  in  November.  After  ^t  the  frogs 
were  out  and  croaking  all  winter  till  in  March,  1876,  when  there  was  another 
fall  of  snow  on  the  mnri.  Tlurc  wn^  no  fee  put  up  that  winter,  and  the 
snakes  and  frogs  were  out  on  the  first  day  of  1876. 

A  SINK  SOLK. 

When  the  Air  Line  road  was  first  built  through  this  county.  .1  jiorlidii  of 
the  track,  three  miles  west  of  ^^'atc^Ioo,  and  ^omc  fortv  rods  in  leiit^th.  '^imk 
throui^h  into  a  snhterraiU'Mn  lake.  It  wa*;  then  for  sfnne  time  known  the  sink 
hole.  Immediately  after  the  track  fell  through,  a  new  track  was  constructed 
around  the  edge  of  the  marsh  nnder  whidi  the  lake  lay,  and  efforts  were  made 
to  fill  in  the  suidcen  tract  by  carting  earth  from  tiie  surrounding  bluff.  After 
laboring  several  months,  however,  the  project  was  given  up,  as  the  water  was 
found  to  he  from  forty  to  ?iTfy  feet  in  depth.  Various  plans  were  proposed 
for  overcoming  this  ugly  crook  in  the  Air  Line,  luitil  the  latter  part  of  1865. 
fAiea  it  was  proposed  to  place  all  the  cid  ties  that  could  be  gathered  along 
the  line  into  the  stmken  space,  and  the  work  was  commenced  early  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1866.  The  ties  were  put  down  in  layers,  cobbled  at  right  angles,  and 
interlaced  with  lon^  timbers,  so  knit  topefher  as  to  form  a  continnoTis  bridge, 
or  network.    The  result  was  highly  satisfactory,  and  in  a  few  months  a  track 
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was  laid  across  the  dd  break,  and  the  work,  though  Aoyt  in  accompUdnnent, 
was  not  ao  very  octensive  aa  feared  at  one  thne. 

WHAT  TBBY  DID. 

The  Air  Line  created  Coruntia,  Waterloo  ami  Butler,  but  killed  Sedan, 
already  arrested  by  the  growth  oi  Aubtim  and  Newville,  and  made  Uiii<»i- 
town  an  iat^led  rabarb  of  Waterkia  The  Fort  Wayiia»  Jackson  &  Saginaw 

boomed  Auburn.  The  Detroit  8c  Eel  River  hdped  Aubitm  and  Butler.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  helped  Auburn  and  Auburn  Junction,  and  created  St.  Joe 
and  Garrett   The  Wab^h  created  Ashley. 

SAKLY  GABKETT. 

Trains  stopped  at  Garrett  City  for  refreshments,  but  the  city  was  yet  to 
be,  and  the  view  to  the  visitor  was  wild  and  discoumj^inj^.  Several  cars  had 
been  placed  alongside  the  track  and  served  for  a  dining  hall. 

During  the  latter  part  of  November,  1874,  a  freight  train  drawn  by 
engine  number  five  hundred  and  nineteen,  left  Defiance,  Ohio,  bound  for  South 
Chica<,'o.  The  crew  had  no  {^lot,  but  had  heard  that  the  division  headquarters 
were  to  be  at  Garrett.  It  was  ni^ht  when  they  approached  the  place,  through 
which  they  passed  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  per  hour.  On  their  return,  by 
daylight,  they  saw  a  large,  barn-like  structure  and  a  "Y**  track.  On  the  right 
was  a  spar  track,  uptm  whidi  stood  a  construction  train.  They  sladcened 
speed,  learned  that  it  was  Garrett,  and  ;n  disgust,  put  on  steam  and  sped  away 
at  a  lively  rate.  Another  trip,  and  there  were  two  long^  sidetracks,  a  track 
from  the  shed,  a  coal  track,  a  temporary  frame  boarding-house,  several  log 
cabins  and  two  hundred  people  there. 
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BANKS  AND  BANKING. 

Althoui^  DeKalb  county  has  not  been  entirety  free  from  banking  troubles 
during  her  seventy-five  years  or  more  of  life,  no  lasting  weakness  has  been 

imposed  upon  the  connf^-  hv  poor  banking,  such  as  will  he  fouiul  in  !;omc  terri- 
tories. What  misfortunes  there  were  may  he  traced  to  the  fact  tliat  tlie  old- 
time  banking  system  allowed  anyone,  irrespective  of  nationality  or  occupa- 
tion, to  start  a  bank,  in  consideration  that  he  won  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple and  could  persuade  them  to  trust  him  wi^  their  funds.  No  strkt  quali- 
fications were  necessar)'.  such  as  exist  today,  and  no  examinations  of  the  ap- 
plicant for  1>ankinLi:  |iri\'!lcges  were  necef^ary.  Under  ^nch  a  state  of  affairs,  it 
is  not  singular  that  troiif)k-  arose,  and  it  did  arise,  in  st»nie  sources.  This  was 
aptly  called  the  free-for-all  banking  system.  The  issue  of  paper  currency  for 
drcuktion  as  money  was  free  and  open.  Any  banker  had  the  privilege  of 
issuing  such  currency,  which  would  be  as  valuable  as  his  bank  was  well  known. 
Bills  of  practically  all  l>anks  would  be  current  somewhere,  at  some  price,  but 
largely  they  were  taken  only  at  a  discount,  the  discomit  depending,  as  men- 
tioned before,  upon  the  general  reputation  of  tiic  bank.  Thus,  many  unde- 
serving institutions  would  issue  a  quantity  of  currency,  whidi  would  float  at  a 
fluctuating  valuation,  and  titen  die  in  the  hands  of  the  holders^  to  the  loss  of 
everybody  except  the  original  issuers,  who  obtained  face  value  when  they 
issued  the  same.  Again,  strong:  in'^tittition"  wonld  i?«iie  currency  in  their 
own  locality,  whicli  w>nil(i  U'  accejited  readily  by  the  people  at  face  value,  but 
in  adjacent  communities  would  be  subjected  to  a  slight  discount,  this  discount 
increasing  the  farther  away  from  home  the  currency  traveled.  The  incon- 
venience of  this  is  obvious. 

Counterfeiters  were  also  plentiful  in  the  early  day.  Tt  was  an  easy 
matter  to  counter feif,  apparently,  and  a  inucli  liarder  matter  to  distinguish 
between  good  ami  bad  money.  A  man  one  thousand  miles  from  home  would 
stand  small  chance  of  being  able  to  pass  a  bill  upon  his  home  bank,  no  matter 
how  stanch  and  reliable  he  knew  the  institution  to  be.  The  paper  money  was 
redeemable  only  over  the  counter  of  the  issuing  bank. 
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The  first  steps  taken  to  retnedy  this  palpable  evil  wa?;  the  establisliment 
of  the  "state  banks,"  in  the  early  thirties.  This  was  a  material  improvement 
over  tlie  "wild  caf '  system  formerly  in  vogue.  Of  course,  ihe  system  of  state 
contrd  and  stqiervision  was  in  a  crude  and  priiintive  state,  tnit  it  had  tile 
merit  of  securing'  reputable  people  as  the  responsible  beads  of  these  banks  and 
branches. 

FIRST  BANK  IN  DEKALB  COUNTY. 

In  the  matter  of  banking,  the  town  of  Waterloo  became  the  pioneer  in 

DeKalb  county. 

In  May,  1873,  W.  C.  Lanis^n.  of  Lima,  Ohio,  l^eoanie  formally  associated 
with  O.  T.  Clark.  J.  I.  Best,  and  C.  A.  O.  McClellan.  of  Waterloo,  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  a  general  banking  business  in  that  place,  under  the  name  of 
the  DeKalb  County  Bank.  On  July  24th,  their  safe,  weighing  fourteen  thou- 
sand pomds,  arrived  from  the  manufactory  of  Diebold,  Kiei^e  ft  Company, 
of  Canton.  Ohio,  and  was  placed  in  the  office,  located  in  the  south  side  of  what 
was  known  as  the  Clark  building,  north  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad  crossing. 
The  capital  of  this  early  liank  was  placed  at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Mr. 
Langan  became  the  cashier  and  business  manager  of  the  bank,  and  the  enter- 
prise gave  much  satisfaction  to  the  general  public. 

BBGINNXNGS  IN  AUBUBN. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1874  there  was  no  bank  in  Auburn,  but  the 
time  had  arrived  when  such  an  institutkm  was  a  necessity.  There  were  dti- 
aens  who  were  wilting  and  had  enough  capital  to  engage  in  banking,  but  tiiey 
had  no  experience  and,  distrustii^  their  own  ability,  they  invited  the  coming 

of  someone  to  take  the  initiative. 

On  March  2nd,  two  men  named  Riley  and  Mots,  from  Wabash,  visited 
Auburn,  to  look  over  the  ground  preparatory  to  establishing  a  bank.  The 
need  was  evident  for  a  medium  to  facilitate  business  transactions  and  by 
secured  deposits  to  find  employment  for  otherwise  idle  currenqr.  These  men 
met  several  citizen'i  at  t!ie  Swineford  ITotisc,  to  whom  they  expressed  (hem- 
selves  well  pleased  with  the  location  and  their  proposals  met  unqualified 
encouragement. 

All  seemed  favorable  and  the  front  part  of  the  Cool  building  was  en- 
gaged for  an  office.  It  was  intended  to  commence  business  within  a  month, 
with  a  capital  of  iifty  thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum  the  people  of  Auburn 
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were  to  have  supplied  two-fifths.  Nothing  was  done  and,  save  several  futfle 
assurances,  the  subject  lapsed  until  near  the  dose  of  the  year,  when  Geoc^ge 

Haxzard,  a  strang^er  from  Newcastle,  this  state,  made  his  appearance,  and  re- 
newing the  bubjcot  (if  a  Ikink,  won  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  pro- 
posed to  open  a  bank  in  Auburn  witli  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to 
which  sum  he  asked  the  citizens  to  subscribe  fifteen  tiiousaad  dollais.  This 
offer  was  taken,  and  arrangements  made  f<^  a  speedy  organization.  There 
was  a  question  in  the  niinJs  of  the  people  as  to  whether  a  state  or  a  national 
bank  would  l>e  the  best.  The  national  bank  was  <;tipposed  to  be  the  most 
profitable  to  the  stockholders,  but  the  general  trend  \\a<  in  favor  of  the  state 
institution.  However,  the  decision  was  in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  and  on 
December  19,  1874,  the  First  National  of  Auburn,  Indiana,  was  organized, 
by  electing  a  board  of  directors,  consisting  of  Nicholas  Ensley,  William 
Mclntyre  and  Orrin  C.  Gark.  of  Auburn,  and  George  and  James  Hazzard,  of 
Newcastle. 

A  small  frame  building  on  Seventh  street,  just  west  of  the  later  Farmers' 
Bank  building,  was  occupied,  a  strong  safe  was  fvocurnl  and  ptit  in  place, 
and  James  V.  Hazzard,  the  youngest  of  the  brothers,  was  nude  cashier. 

Deposits  were  at  once  received;  United  States  bonds  were  purchased  and 
deposited  in  the  national  treasury.  Sheets  of  crisp,  new  national  liank  notes 
in  denominations  of  fives,  were  received  from  Washinjjton,  and  beins^  sij^ned, 
their  issue  commenced,  and  business  opened  auspiciously,  the  date  tieing  .April 

I.  1875- 

This  bank  was  afterward  involved  in  many  difficulties,  and  was  threat* 

cned  with  insolvency.  I'^aulty  investments  and  misuse  of  moneys  caused  no 
end  of  trouble  for  the  institution. 

In  1878  it  was  discovered  that  ( ieor;;e  Hazard,  heaviest  stockholder.  Iiad 
hyix:)thecatcd  his  .stuck  with  other  banks;  drawn  heavily  from  the  i)ank  on 
worthless  notes,  accepted  by  his  brother,  the  cashier;  sold  tlie  bonds  of  that 
bank  and  replaced  them  with  ones  drawing  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  and,  to 
cap  the  climax,  replaced  the  worthless  notes  with  others  of  leading  citizens. 
Seventeen  out  of  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  was  recovered. 

PRSSEMY  DAY  )}ANK$. 

In  Aobum  there  are  three  banks:  The  Auburn  State  bank,  the  City 
National  bank,  and  the  Savings,  Loan  and  Trust  Company. 
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AUBTON  STATB  BANK. 

The  Auburn  State  bank  was  organized  in  the  year  of  1904,  with  a  tirst 
capital  of  $50/xx).  The  present  capital  of  the  bank  i$  $75,000.  The  suipliu 
is  $12,000,  and  the  amount  of  money  on  deposit  is  $450,ooa  In  the  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  bank,  published  on  October  21,  1913,  the  following  re- 
sources arc  sJiow n  :  Lonns  and  discounts,  $372,653.50;  overdrafts,  $610. to; 
other  bonds  and  securities,  $526.26;  banking  house,  $20,000;  furniture  and 
fixtures,  $3,384.90;  due  from  banks  and  trust  companies,  $54,398,12;  cash 
on  hand,  $20,760;  cash  items,  $20;  all  making  a  total  of  $472,353.88.  Lia- 
bilities, besides  capital  stock  and  surplus  already  mentioned,  were:  Undi-> 
vided  profits.  663.37;  exchange,  discount  and  interest,  $2/>53-97;  demand 
deposits,  $169,464.24;  demand  certificates,  $213,671.30;  making  a  total  of  lia- 
bilities, same  as  the  resources. 

The  present  orticcrs  of  the  ,'\uburn  Slate  bank  arc:  President,  J. 
Schloss ;  vice-president,  I.  D.  Straus ;  cashier,  C.  B.  Weaver. 

dlY  NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  City  National  Bank  of  .Anhum  was  organized  in  1902.  F.  M.  Ilines 
is  president;  Charles  M.  Brown,  vice-president;  Willis  Rhoads,  cashier;  F. 
W.  Knott,  assistant  cashier.  The  capital  slock  is  $50,000 ;  the  surplus,  $20,000, 
and  fhe  deposits  total  $325,coa 

SAVHroai*  LOAN  AND  tKOSt  COMPANY. 

The  Savinj3;s,  Loan  anrl  Trust  Company  of  Anhnrn  was  organized  in  the 
year  1903.  The  preseni  capital  is  $50,000;  the  surplus  is  $10,000;  and  the 
ammmt  -tf  deposits  is  $260,000.  P.  D.  West  is  president;  W.  M.  Sway^ood, 
vkoprrHident :  W.  C  Henderson,  cadiier. 

OAKBSIT  STATE  BANK. 

The  Garrett  State  bank  is  located  at  Garrett,  Keyser  township,  DeKalb 
county.  Indiana.  This  bank  was  originally  named  the  Garrett  Banking  Com- 
pany. This  first  bank  was  oi^nized  on  January  3,  1893,  .witii  a  capital  of 
$25,000.  In  1907  die  capital  stock  was  increased  $35,000  and  a  surplus  of 
(20) 
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$15,000  was  created.  Tin-  late  H.  N.  Coffinherry  and  the  Kniselys,  of  I'utlt  r, 
this  county,  started  the  hank  and  Coftiiibtri  v  \\a«i  the  first  president,  'riiaiius 
Mitchell  was  the  first  cashier,  ile  was  succeeded  in  a  couple  ol  years  by 
Cliarlcii  VV.  Camp,  and  the  latter  has  been  activdy  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion ever  since. 

Tlie  ;  K  u  t  barter  of  the  !)ank.  w  licrein  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Gar- 
rctt  State  bank,  was  issued  on  Xovenil)er  25,  1912.  This  reijrganizatiot)  wns 
necessary  on  account  of  a  provision  of  the  c institution  of  the  state  of  Indiana 
that  ilie  cliarters  of  banking  corporations  shall  expire  in  twenty  years  from 
tile  <lat«  they  are  i^ued. 

The  present  capital  is  $50,000;  the  surplus,  $8,750;  and  there  is  on  de- 
posit in  the  bank,  $265,ooa  The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President, 
H.  W.  Mountz;  vice-president,  J.  Singler,  cashier;  H.  M.  Brown;  assistant 
cashier,  H.  W.  Wert. 

GAtUtBTT  SAViHCS,  LOAN  AND  TRUST  COMPANY. 

This  bank  is  located  at  Garrett,  this  county,  and  was  organiMd  in  No- 
vember of  the  year  i<jo8.  Monte  L.  Green  and  J.  N.  Ritter  were  the  men 
responsible  for  the  estahlt'^bmcnt  of  the  instifntinn.  and  their  first  cripilal 
consisted  of  $25,000.  The  charter  is  dated  \oveiul>ei  8,  iyi)6.  The  present 
capital  totals  $40,000;  the  surplus,  $3,000;  and  the  amount  of  deposits, 
$60,000.  Monte  L.  Gren  is  president;  J.  N.  Ritter  is  first  vice-president;  J.  A. 
Clevenger  is  second  vice-presicient;  and  Latira  A.  Shutt  is  secretary.  The 
resources  and  liabilities  each,  according  to  the  sworn  statement  issued  October 
31.  191.V  equals  $101  .S The  bank  is  a  four  per  cent  ?iank.  and  is  a 
depository  for  the  I'nitcii  States  [x^stal  sjivings.  Garrett  schools,  city  of  Gar- 
rett, town  of  Altona,  Altona  schools,  Keyser  township,  and  DcKalb  county 
treasurer.  The  bank  writes  insurance  of  all  kinds,  -rents  and  sells  property, 
makes  loans  on  collateral  and  mortgage,  issues  money  drafts  on  New  York  and 
Chicago,  sells  high  grade  bonds,  acts  rxcrutor,  administrator,  guardian, 
etc.,  and  rents  safety  deposit  boxes  in  steel  burglar  proof  vaults. 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK. 

This  bank  is  located  in  Butler.  DeKalb  county.  Indiana.  The  bank  was 

organized  in  the  ye;.:-  1908.  The  present  capital  stock  of  tht  hank  is  $25,000, 
and  the  amount  of  deposits  is  $75,000.   The  record  of  the  bank  shows  that 
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the  deposits  tiave  been  more  tlian  doubled  in  the  past  two  years.  A  beautiftd 
baiik  building  is  at  present  under  course  of  constnution.  The  bank  is  now 
without  a  president,  and  no  clianjjes  will  be  made  until  the  annual  mcc»in!!» 
E.  A.  Famham  is  cashier  and  manager,  and  £.  A.  Farnhani,  Jr.,  is  assistant 
caduer. 

KNtSELY  BROTHERS  *  COMPANY  STATE  HANK. 

This  lianking  institution  is  located  at  Rntler.  It  was  organized  in  the 
year  i88_\  Tin  date  nf  the  prc<;ent  charter  i*^  .\pri1  i.  T<)n7.  The  present 
corporaliuii  succeeded  Kniscly  Brothers  Cum|jany  private  bank  in  the  year 
of  the  charter  date.  The  present  capital  is  $60,000;  the  surplus,  $16,000;  and 
the  amount  of  deposits,  $263,000.  T.  J.  Knisely  is  president ;  W.  A.  Mason 
is  vice-president ;  O.  T.  Knisely  is  cashier,  and  C.  R,  Decker  is  assistant  cash- 
ier. The  hank  erected  an  excellent  bank  building  in  1903,  costing  when  Com- 
pleted, $20,000.  This  includes  a  private  heating  plant 

CITIZENS  BANK. 

The  bank  known  as  the  Citizens  bank  i<t  located  in  Waterloo,  DcKall) 
county.  This  bank  was  organized  in  the  early  seventies,  with  a  first  capital 
stock  of  $25,000.  Thi^  early  date  or  organisation  marks  the  bank  a<  mie  of 
the  oldest,  if  not  the  oliiest,  in  the  county.  The  present  capital  amounts  to 
$io.cx)0.  H.  K.  Leas  is  president  and  cashier,  and  Grace  W  ilcox  is  assistant 
cashier.  The  bank  is  not  chartered.  The  present  bank  building  was  erected 
in  die  year  1676,  at  a  cost  of  $4,500:  $190,339.74  is  the  amount  each  of  re- 
sources and  liabilities. 

THOMAS  EXCHANGE  BANK. 

This  bank  is  located  in  the  town  of  Corunna,  DcKalb  county,  and  was 
organized  in  the  year  184)7  by  Milo  J.  Thomas,  with  a  first  capital  of  $5,000. 
The  present  capital  is  $10,000;  the  surplus  is  $11,000:  and  the  amount  of 
deposits  is  $63,000.  Milo  J.  Th rma^  i>  president  of  the  institution  and 
ca.shicr;  M.  C.  nmhrie  and  Bertha  .M.  Thomas  are  assi'tant  ca-hicr^.  A 
handsome  bank  building  was  erected  in  kjoq,  which  cnsi,  ni;[)l(tc\  Si.jm, 
The  sworn  statement  issued  October  21,  1913,  places  the  liabilities  and  re- 
sources each  as  $94,149.39.  This  was  divided  as  follows :  Resources,  loans, 
$70480.90;  cash  in  other  banks.  $18,338.63:  cash  on  hand,  $2,329.86;  furni- 
ture and  fixtures,  $1,800:  btiil  !!!  g  $i.->oo.  Liabilities,  capital,  Siovooo;  im- 
divided  profits,  $11,089.15;  deposits,  $73,060.24. 
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ST.  JOE  VALLBY  BANK. 

The  St.  Joe  Valley  bank  is  legated  at  St.  Joe,  DeKalb  county,  and  was 
organized  in  i88Q»  by  J.  D.  Leigfaty,  E.  Case  and  W.  C  Fktterson.  The  in- 
stitution was  tnooiporated  in  the  year  1913.  It  is  a  state  bank.  Tiie  first 
capital  entered  was  for  the  amount  of  $6,000,  but  today  the  capital  stock 

totals  $25,000.  There  are  $70,000  on  dei>osit  at  this  bank.  The  date  of  the 
charter  is  August  i,  1913.  Tlie  present  bank  succeeded  the  St.  Joe  Valley 
private  bank  on  the  date  of  the  above  mentioned  charter.  E.  Case  is  tlie 
president  and  W.  C.  Ptitterson,  vice-president  and  caduer. 

TBS  COMMERCIAL  BANK. 

The  Commercial  liank  at  A-hley  was  reors^-anized  in  u}io  with  a  capital 
of  $25,000,  the  same  as  at  present.  E.  F.  Mortorff  is  president ;  E.  F.  Smith, 
vice-president;  A.  W.  Gonscr,  cashier;  G.  W.  Gark,  assistant  cashier. 
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LODGES  AND  SOCOCTIES. 


FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS. 

On  May  28,  1857,  DeKalb  lodge  Na  3x4,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 

was  chartered,  and  on  Jtme  5th  was  instituted.  The  first  officers  were :  Mfl* 
ton  F.  Pierce,  worshipful  master:  John  Butt,  senior  warden;  Alva  O.  Espy, 
junior  warden;  Aaron  Wolf,  treasurer,  Rli  Weaver,  secretary;  Joseph  II. 
Ford,  senior  deacon;  James  Barclay,  junior  deacon;  William  Rush,  tyler, 
and  John  Butt,  James  Barclay  and  A.  O.  Espy,  trustees. 

In  19x3  the  lodge  has  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  mendiers.  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  :  Joseph  N.  Grover,  worshipful  master ;  Philip  Holman,  senior 
warden;  Donald  P.  Sprotl,  jiinit^r  warden;  Fred  W.  Knott,  treasurer;  Thomas 
H.  Sprott.  secretary  ;  Ira  A.  Thrush,  senior  deacon;  John  ]■'..  (iraliani.  junior 
deacon;  Thomas  C.  Ford,  senior  steward;  W.  Gage  /,igler,  junior  steward; 
Geoige  W.  Rudolph,  tylcr ;  James  L.  Lewis,  ]zma  Y.  W.  McClellant  Jolm  E. 
Graham,  trustees. 

William  Hacker  Chapter  No.  63,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  was  organized 
under  dispensation  on  September  3,  1866,  and  chartered  May  23,  1867.  John 
Butt  was  high  priest  until  1878.  The  chapter  now  has  sixty-two  members,  and 
is  officered  by  the  following;  William  H.  Leas,  high  priest;  Joseph  N. 
Grover,  king ;  Charles  H.  Knapp,  scribe ;  James  L.  Lewis,  treasurer ;  Thomas 
H.  Sprott,  secretary;  William  C.  Howard,  captain  of  host;  Harry  M.  Rich- 
wine,  principal  sojourner;  Danid  J.  Whipple,  royal  arch  captain;  James  Y. 
W.  McCiellan.  master  third  veil;  Noah  A.  Bash,  master  second  veil;  George 
A.  Bishop,  master  first  veil ;  George  W.  Rudolph,  guard. 

DeKalb  Council  Xn.  57,  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  was  chartered  on  July 
15,  1885.  The  council  has  a  present  menil)ership  of  forty-five,  and  has  the 
fcdiowing  officers:  Harry  M.  Ridiwine,  thrice  illustrious  master;  WilUs 
Baughman,  deputy  illustrious  master;  Sam  F.  Davenport,  illustrious  principal 
conductor  of  work;  Price  D.  West,  treasurer;  Thomas  H.  Sprott,  recorder; 
WiHiani  Howard,  captain  of  p^iard ;  Howard  A.  ^Ta^vin.  conductor  of 
council ;  F.  L.  Rodehaugh,  steward,  and  George  W.  Rudolph,  sentinel. 
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Auburn  Ch.ipter  Xo.  103,  Order  ot  Eastern  Star,  has  a  good  membership. 

Waterloo  City  Lodge  Xo.  307,  Free  and  Acctptt-d  Masnns,  was  or- 
ganized in  Waterloo  in  iSf)!.  The  charter  is  dated  May  jb.  jS<i4.  At  present 
there  arc  sixty  members,  and  the  otticers  are:  Clark  Campbell,  worshipful 
master;  Frank  Fisk,  senior  warden;  J.  Harris  Reed,  junior  warden;  C.  Ells- 
worth Montavon,  treasurer;  William  H.  Leas,  secretary;  W.  R.  Newcomer, 
senior  deacon ;  W.  E.  Montavon,  junior  deacon ;  John  J.  Rohm  and  A.  H. 
Erwtn,  stewards :  John  J.  Lightner,  tyler;  X.  T.  Jackman,  J-  J-  Lightner.  John 
W.  Frick.  trustees.  The  Masons  own  their  own  hall,  and  part  of  the  AbbQT 
block,  which  they  use  as  an  annex. 

Waterloo  Chapter  Xo.  14J,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  has  about  ninety-six 
members  at  Waterloo. 

Garrett  City  Lodge  No.  537,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  iinitcd 
under  disi)ensation  on  July  17;  1876,  and  the  charter  is  dated  May  15,  1877. 
The  present  lodge  has  almul  two  Iiundrcd  and  thirty-tive  meinl)ers.  The  offi- 
cer": nrr:  Harry  K.  Wert,  worshipful  master:  Howard  A  Marion,  senior 
warden;  liarry  B.  Hill,  junior  warden:  Harry  M.  iinjwii.  treasurer;  Job  C. 
Smith,  secretary. 

Garrett  Chapter  Xo.  129,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  was  united  imder  dis- 
pensation on  May  23.  and  the  charter  is  dated  October  22,  1903.  The 
chapter  has  a  nienil)crslii])  of  about  one  htuiilrcd  and  twenty-five,  and  is  olfi- 
cercd  by  the  following:  Franklin  Kodel)augii,  high  priest;  Thomas  A. 
Smith,  king:  Edwin  Van  Fleit,  scribe;  Harry  M.  Brown,  treasurer;  Job  C 
Smith,  secretary. 

Harmony  C  hapter  No.  67,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  has  about  one  hun- 
dred nieinlK-rs  in  Garrett. 

.'\shley  Lodge  Xn.  614,  I-Vee  and  \cccpted  \f;i-Mi-,  has  about  tifty 
njcnibers,  A.  X.  Ellis  is  worshipful  master;  C.  11.  Hnue,  past  master;  W.  X. 
FoHcerson,  senior  warden:  Jess  McClttgen.  junior  warden;  L.  C.  Hunt,  sec^ 
retary :  C.  A.  Lakins,  treasurer. 

Ashley  Chapter  Xo.  220.  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  lias  a  good  membership, 

Forest  Lodge  .\'o.  2^().  Free  nnd  An  t  pted  Masons,  at  Hutler.  was  or- 
ganized in  1858.  with  the  following  as  lirst  otiiccrs;  H.  S.  .Matidcn.  wor- 
shipful master;  W.  W.  Straight,  senior  warden;  W.  R.  Chilson.  junior  war- 
den :  Jason  Hubbell.  secretary :  J.  H.  Boon,  treasurer :  W.  H.  Madden,  senior 
deacon;  A.  Lamps<>n.  junior  deacon,  and  Z.  Handy,  tyler.  The  charter  is 
dated  May  25.  i?^;<)  The  ])resent  meml>ersbip  is  one  hundred  attd  twelve, 
and  the  toUuwing  are  the  present  officers:    Marion  M.  Knepper.  worshipful 
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master;  Charles  H.  Miller,  senior  warden;  Clifford  R.  Dedcer,  junior  war- 
den: Samuel  n.  Stone,  treasurer;  Charles  T.  Apt.  secrct.Try  :  C  II.  GrufH-, 
i-cnior  deacon;  (u<irL,'i'  A.  I'owers.  junior  deacon;  Hugh  T.  Berkey  and  Harry 
.M.  Hatch,  stewards;  Peter  Whitman,  tyler. 

Butier  Giapter  No.  io6,  Royal  Arch  Masmis,  at  Butler,  was  chartered 
on  October  22,  189 1.  At  present  there  are  seventy-three  members.  The 
officers  are:  Clyde  J.  Shaffer,  high  priest:  M.  M.  Knepper,  king;  Henry 
Gruhe.  scribe;  Frank  1'.  Stump,  trca'^tirer:  Charles  T  \j>t,  secretrirv;  C.  H. 
GruU*,  captain  of  host;  John  A.  Daniels,  principal  sojourner;  J.  Bruce  Pes- 
sel,  royal  arch  captain;  C  Waterman,  guard  master  third  veil;  Frank  P. 
Stump,  guard  master  second  veil;  Ed.  A.  Karle,  guard  master  first  veil; 
Peter  Whitman,  guard. 

BiUlor  C'lnncil  X'>.  S;^,  K.i\al  an<l  Select  Masters,  at  Htifler.  wa^  clur- 
tered  DcIoIk  i  jo,  1909.  I'hc  pnM  iit  membership  totals  thirtv -eight.  I  he 
following  arc-  the  officers:  Waiter  J.  Mondhank,  thrice  illustrious  master; 
Qyde  J.  Shafer,  right  illustrious  deputy  master;  Oris  C.  Waterman,  illus- 
trious principal  conductor  of  work;  Morrison  Hrunstetter,  treasurer;  Giarles 
T.  .Apt,  recorder:  M.  M.  Knep|>er.  captain  of  guard;  Henry  M.  Showalter, 
conductor  of  council;  F.  I*.  Stump,  steward:  I'eter  Whitman,  <entine1 

Forest  Chapter  No.  44,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  was  cliartered  at  Butler 
on  April  15,  i88a 

KNIGHTS  OP  FYTHI.\S. 

Auburn  Lodge  N<i  km,  Knii:!its  of  Pviliin'^.  was  chartered  on  May  4, 
188s.  atul  now  hx<  r\  nieuiljership  ot  tluce  hundred  and  thirty  members  T. 
L.  Boodelmier  is  chmiccllor  conunandcr;  Guy  Clement,  vice  commander;  L. 
F.  Nfoore,  prelate:  Arthur  Grulie,  master  of  work :  D.  C.  Xorris,  kee|;er  of  rec- 
ords and  seal;  W.  C.  Kettering,  master  of  exchequer:  E.  E.  Shilling,  master 
of  finance;  F.  H.  Fury,  master  at  arms ;  R.  .\.  Gramling,  inner  guard ;  Charles 
F,.  Kingsbury,  outer  guard;  F.  I).  Smith.  Charles  V..  Renier,  T^r.  T)  V 
Fitch,  trustees.  Phe  hall  is  in  the  third  story  of  the  buildmg  at  Seventh  and 
Cedar  streets.   The  property  is  valued  at  six  thousand  dollars 

Butler  Lodge  Ko.  158,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  oi^nized  on  Decem- 
ber II,  18W).  and  at  present  has  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-fi\  e. 
bcinc^  the  largest  l<^(l!;r  in  IlntK-r.  The  I  xlcje  owns  the  second  story  of  the 
(  )l)erlm  lilf,K:k.  and  the  projierty.  including  tiMnres.  is  valuctl  at  si.K  thousand 
dollars.  The  officers  are:  .\.  A.  Kramer,  chancellor  commander;  W.  P. 
Endicott.  vice  commander;  George  \V.  Gcddns.  master  of  finance;  T.  J. 
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Knisdy,  master  of  exchequer;  C  W.  Campbell,  secretary;  Roy  Jduuoa, 
master  o  f  ^^  nrk :  W.  R.  Lennon,  imier  guard ;  J.  O.  Gee,  outer  guard ;  trustee, 

R.  C.  Campbell. 

Butler  Temple  No.  126,  Pythian  Sisters,  is  also  active  in  Butler. 
-  Garrett  City  Lodge  No.  130^  Knigbts  of  Pythias,  was  organized  on 
June  2,  1886,  with  fifteen  diarter  members.  The  present  membership  totals 
seventy-nine,  and  the  lodge  is  officered  by  the  following :  Carl  Moyer,  chan- 
cellor commander:  ('.  H.  Hamilton,  vice  commander;  L  Stoner,  prelate;  J. 
Hill,  master  of  work  ;  1 ).  C.  Bfehlcr,  keeper  of  records  and  seal,  al^o  master  of 
fmance;  J.  A.  Moore,  master  of  exclvequer;  L.  J.  Gengler,  master  at  arms;  S. 
£.  Boog^r,  inner  guard;  Ixmis  Eberle,  outer  guard. 

Ruth  Temple  No.  56,  Pythian  Sisters,  was  organized  at  Garrett  on 
June  17.  1892. 

St.  Joe  Lodcre  No.  400,  Knights  ol  Pythias,  was  ortsi^nized  on  February 
28,  1894,  and  chartered  on  June  6,  1894,  with  the  iollowing  charter  mem- 
bers: Sol  Barney,  H.  M.  Widney,  S.  Opcnlaudcr,  J.  C.  Hull,  J.  A.  Culbert- 
son,  Daniel  Hamm,  W.  C.  Patterson,  Frank  Barney,  Leo  Sleeks,  J.  P.  Boo^ 
nell.  John  WiHianis,  Ed.  Leighty,  C.  II.  Brown.  B.  F.  Walter,  John  Deets, 
Jo.seph  Harrods,  Lon-an  Fuller,  B.  S.  Sheffer,  jolm  Alten.  F.  J.  White.  F.  H. 
Ahe!.  D.  J.  Baker,  I,  ( .ee,  J.  L.  Stewart.  William  Curie,  J.  C.  F.  Abel.  C  A. 
Patterson,  O.  M.  Sayior  and  Ballard  Bowen.  F.  VV.  AIjcI  was  the  first  chan- 
cellor commander.  C.  H.  Brown,  H.  M.  Widney,  C.  A.  Patterson,  J.  C  F. 
Abel,  Frank  Walters,  D.  J.  Baker,  John  Allen  and  Ed.  Leighty  were  other 
first  officers.  At  present  writinf^  there  arc  sevcnty-si.K  members  in  the  St 
Joe  lodt^^e,  and  the  r.fficers  arc  Ivlwlii  Cox,  chancellor  commander;  William 
Curie,  vice  chancellor;  Wilson  Kock,  prelate;  Clarence  Hart,  master  of  work; 
J.  C.  HiUl,  master  of  exchequer;  Abner  Copp,  master  of  finance;  B.  S.  Shef- 
fer, keeper  of  records  and  seal ;  Charles  Collins,  inner  guard ;  Ira  Bowen,  outer 
guard;  H.  M.  Widnc>.  Joseph  Haifley  and  Ed.  Leighty,  trustees.  Azalea 
Temple  Xo.  152,  Pythian  .Sisters,  is  active  in  St.  Joe. 

Lconidas  Lodge  No.  205.  Knight'>  of  Pythias,  was  organij-ed  about  fif- 
teen years  ago  in  Waterloo.  At  present  tliere  are  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  members,  and  the  dlicers  are:  Frank  Walker,  diancellor  commander; 
Isaac  Johnson,  vice  commander;  Charles  Barton,  prelate;  Henry  Lmk,  keeper 
records  and  seal;  J.  J.  Beck,  master  of  exchequer;  W.  H.  Leas,  master  of 
finance ;  John  Mann,  master  at  arms;  Dan  Rumm,  inner  guard;  Roy  Shuman, 
outer  guard. 

Ashley  Lodge  Xo.  394,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  instituted  on  July  12, 
1893,  and  at  present  has  forty-one  active  members.  The  officers  are  as  fol- 
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lows:  Frank  Bamghiiiaii,  chaocdlor  commander;  Jesse  Dunp,  vice  com- 
mander; George  Parks,  prdate;  S.  C.  Hunt,  secretaiy;  Dave  Fumey,  master 

of  exchequer ;  F.  P.  Hoover,  master  of  finance;  Frank  Jennings,  inner  guard; 

Jacob  Hood,  outer  guard. 

Ashley  Temple  No.  98,  Pythian  Sisters,  has  a  membership  of  thirty-nine. 
Coronna  Lodge  No.  248,  Knights  of  Pythias,  has  a  snuU  membersh^ 

XNDSPBNDBKT  OKDSR  OF  ODD  FELLOWS. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  was  first  introduced  in  Auburn 
at  a  very  early  date,  but  the  records  have  been  destroyed.  A  charter  was 
granted  to  Bradford  C.  Cosgrove  and  others  on  July  21,  1852,  and  on  July  21, 

1853,  Atihurn  T.odge  No.  u6  was  instituted.  The  first  officers  were:  Wesley 
Park,  noble  grand:  W.  H.  Straight,  vice  grand;  W.  W.  Griswold,  secretary, 
and  S.  W.  Ralston,  treasurer.  The  fire  of  January,  1856,  destroyed  the  hall, 
and  the  lot^  rcofganixed  on  June  25th,  with  A.  O.  Espy,  noble  grand ;  S.  W. 
Balslon.  vice  gnind;  W.  W.  Grisw<dd»  secretaty,  and  Wesley  Park,  treasurer. 
In  the  fall  of  1872  a  brick  building  was  begun  on  the  north  side  of  Seventh 
street  oppc^itc  the  court  yard.  In  Octol>er  a  storm  ruined  the  structure  and 
bankrupted  the  lodge.   The  charter  was  returned  and  the  members  disbanded. 

A  new  charter  was  granted  January  17,  1S82,  as  Mentor  Lodge  No.  591, 
and  on  January  30th  of  the  same  year  the  lodge  was  instituted.  The  first 
officers  were:  F.  T.  Zimmerman,  noble  grand;  P.  Noel,  vice  grand;  W.  H. 
Rakestmw,  .secretar}',  and  C  W.  Cordon,  treasurer.  The  loflge  ,'it  this  date 
has  one  hundifd  ami  titteen  iiienil.ieri^,  and  is  officered  Ijv  tlie  followiTig: 
Kent  Provines,  noble  grand;  Lester  Coblcr,  vice  grand;  K.  C.  Altcnburg, 
recording  secretary;  J.  F.  Baughman,  financial  secretary:  F.  E.  Draggoo, 
treasurer;  A.  A.  Rowland,  trustee.  The  lodge  owns  its  hall  and  equipment 

St.  Joe  Lodge  No.  671,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  char- 
tered on  March  t8,  1891,  with  the  following  as  charter  iremher-. :  William 
Curie,  John  Y.  Davis.  James  K.  Stafford,  J.  R.  Culbcrtson,  Sol  Barney  and 
L.  L.  Stanton.  At  present  there  are  one  hundred  and  three  members.  The 
officers  are :  Jay  Rickets,  noble  grand ;  Ray  Herrick,  secretaiy ;  W.  A.  G. 
Smith,  treasurer ;  Fred  Reeder,  vice  grand ;  Frank  Kinscy,  financial  secretaty. 
?iil  Ramov.  of  this  lods^c.  i-  di-frict  de.iutv  grand  master  for  DeKalb  county, 
having  held  the  of?ice  for  fifteen  years.  St.  Joe  Valley  Lodge  No.  505,  Re- 
bekahs,  was  chartered  on  January  l6,  1896. 

Garrett  Lodge  No.  602,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fdlows,  was  in- 
stituted August  29,  1883,  with  T.  C.  Sargent  as  noble  grand;  H.  M.  Bick> 
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nell,  as  vice  grand;  Charles  W.  Camp,  as  secretary,  and  H.  D.  Thomas,  as 
treasurer.  The  j>re<ent  cnrnninent  luiniher':  two  hitii(1rv<l  and  tliirtv-Five  men. 
The  hall  was  reinudtltd  in  1901.  and  now  lias  a  valuatton  <>t  twelve  thousand 
dollars.  The  cliarter  members  of  the  order  were:  Charles  W.  Camp,  T.  C. 
Sargent,  A.  H.  Philips,  Thomas  H.  Stewart,  Charles  S.  Stew-art,  H.  M.  Bick- 
nell,  B.  D.  Thomas,  H.  F.  Semtxjwer,  Lyman  Lockwood  and  Henry  Scfaelter. 
The  present  officers  arc:  Howard  Ross,  nohle  grand:  J.  L.  Ghrum.  vice 
grand :  \V  illiam  Watson,  secretary ;  5.  D.  Johnston,  treasurer :  G.  VV.  Rowe, 
trustee. 

Bmler  Lodge  No.  282,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fdlow$,  was  insti- 
tuted May  22,  1867,  and  the  five  charter  members  were :  Leonard  P.  Water- 
house,  Jacob  Apple,  John  T.  Champion,  William  Macartney  and  Warren 

Clfi-Json  There  are  now  one  hundred  and  twent\'-foiir  memher?  The  elec- 
tive of>icers  are:  Jacob  J-'arncr.  nohle  grand;  W  iiiiaiii  i  ciVi.  vice  graml :  C.  A. 
Englcs,  recording  secretary;  S.  G.  Stone,  treasurer;  Charles  Muniaw,  finan- 
cial secretary.  There  is  also  a  lodge  of  the  Rebekahs  in  Butter. 

Butler  Encampment  No.  160,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was 
established  on  March  17.  TSS4,  with  <?even  charter  members. 

Waterloo  Lodge  No.  221,  Independent  Orikr  of  0<ld  I'ellows,  was  or- 
ganized in  Waterloo,  DeKalb  county,  in  i860,  i  here  are  now  about  ninety- 
five  members,  and  the  elective  ofiicers  are:  O.  B.  Arthur,  noble  grand; 
Henry  Shultz,  vice  grand:  D.  E.  Newcomer,  recording  secretary;  R.  W. 
McHride.  financial  secretary,  and  C.  J.  Myer,  trustee. 

.Ashley  I.odj,'e  Xo.  82f),  lii  lepfiident  Onfci  if  Odd  Fc'llrnv;.  has  twenty- 
five  niemlx'rs.  and  was  organised  liy  Sol  Barney,  ot  St.  J»k".  1  he  present  offi- 
cers arc:  Arthur  C.  Wolfe,  noble  grand;  Ira  Mix>rtorfT.  secretary;  C.  S. 
Thomson,  treasurer,  and  Thomas  Robinctt,  vice  grand. 

GRAND  AHVY  OP  THE  REPUBI.IC. 

DeLong  Post  No.  67,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  was  organized  and 
chartered  at  Auburn  on  May  8.  1882.  The  charter  memlwrs  were:  Henry 
C.  I'eterson,  P  W.  Silbcr,  George  W.  Gordon.  Michael  Knsley.  Henry  Wolf, 
John  Otfo.  I  /ra  D.  Hartnian,  j  J.  Littleiiehl.  John  A  Cowan,  11.  E.  Alten- 
burg.  Adolph  Pairan,  C.  1'.  Houscr,  Fred  Abel  and  W  dliam  Schneider.  The 
post  was  named  in  honor  of  Colonel  Solomon  DeLong,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-ninth  and  Forty- fourth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  past 
commanders  have  liecn :  Nicholas  G.  Enslcy,  Phillip  Noel,  John  Otlo,  A.  P. 
Green,  Joseph  Ranier,  J.  O.  Davidson,  D.  C.  Marvin.  Robert  Simpson,  Josej^ 
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Davidson  at  present,  and  on  January  i,  1914,  O.  H.  Widney  assumes  the 

office  of  commander.  In  Deceml)er,  1913.  there  are  forty-three  living  mcm- 
hers  of  the  Del.oiic^  T'o>t  A  special  mom  has  been  provided  for  the  veterans 
in  the  new  DcKaib  county  court  house,  a  room  in  winch  will  also  be  kept  the 
records  and  relics  of  the  post 

John  C.  Games  Post  No.  144,  at  St.  Joe,  was  organized  in  March,  1883. 
and  named  after  the  first  man  killed  from  Concord  township  in  the  Civil  war. 
Games  wa?  killed  at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  while  mounting  a  rnnnon.  There 
were  about  thirty-six  charter  members,  and  the  post  was  organized  in  the 
hall  over  Jacob  D.  Leighty's  store.  Leighty  was  the  first  commander  of  the 
post  They  remained  in  the  hall  until  about  1889,  when  they  occupied  the 
hall  over  the  St.  Joe  Valley  bank.  In  1910  a  monument  was  erected  in  the 
cemeter}',  commemorating  the  heroes  of  '61.  This  motumient  is  twenty-two 
feet  six  indies  in  height,  cost  twenty-two  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  and 
was  dedicatctl  on  May  30.  1912. 

Cliarles  Case  Post  No.  233  existed  at  Garrett,  but  has  been  disbanded. 
The  post  was  organized  in  1883. 

Waterloo  Post  Xo.  52  was  mustered  in  March,  1882,  and  is  still  existent, 
with  a  good  membership. 

Meade  Post  No.  44,  at  Butler,  was  mustered  in  February.  1882,  with  C. 
S.  Stoy  as  commander. 
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lilSCELLANEOUS. 


PATBNT  MEOICINB. 

The  reign  of  the  patent  medidnc  king  was  high  during  die  fifties  and 
sixties.  Newspapers  were  filled  with  florid  and  startling  advertisements  advo< 

eating  the  \  arious  "sure  cures  "  Townsend's  Sarsaparilla,  Heltnbold's  Ex- 
tract of  Buchu.  Warner's  Safe  Kidney  rure.  filack  Draught.  Wine  of  Cardiii, 
Wistar's  Balsam  of  Wild  Cherry,  Dr.  ("iii\  sotfs  Tmproved  K.xtract  of  Yellow 
Dock  and  Sarsaparilla,  were  among  those  most  extensively  advertised. 

If  ARKBT  PRICES  IN  THE  FIFTIES. 

Sixty  years  ago  sugar  sold  sixteen  pounds  lor  one  dollar.  Coffee  was 
fotirteen  cents  a  pound.  Molasses  was  thirty-seven  cents  a  gallon.  Tobacco 
was  from  ten  to  seventy-five  cents  a  pound.  The  Auburn  market  in  Septem- 
ber, 1856,  quoted  the  following:  FUmr,  per  barrel,  six  dollars  and  a  half; 

wheat,  per  l)ushel,  one  dollar;  corn,  j>er  btishel.  fhirty-one  cent*;;  rye.  per 
bi5shel,  fifty  cents;  oats,  per  btislicl,  twenty-five  cents;  flaxseed,  per  hti'^he!. 
one  dollar;  potatoes,  per  bushel,  sixty -two  and  a  half  cents;  butter,  per  pound, 
twdve  and  a  half  cents;  eggs,  per  dozen,  eight  cents;  timothy  seed,  per 
bushel,  one  dollar  and  a  half ;  clover  seed,  per  bushel,  six  dollars. 

MARKET  PRICES  OF  I9IJ. 

Of  interest  to  the  reader  of  a  score  of  years  hence  will  be  the  prevailing 

prices  of  the  l>cKalb  county  markets  in  19 13.  Prices  at  this  i)criod  fluctuate 
OOnsiderahl}-.  due  to  the  restrictinij  action  of  cor|)oration<;  and  trusts.  Wheat 
sells  for  ninety-four  cents  ]xt  hundredweight;  corn,  eighty  cents,  and  oats, 
thirty-seven  cents.  Timothy  seed  sells  for  two  dollars  per  bushel ;  potatoes, 
fifty  to  sixty  cents  per  bushel ;  onions,  ninety  cents  to  one  dollar  a  bushel ;  fggs. 
thirty  cents  a  dozen;  butter,  twenty-hve  to  twenty-eight  cents;  aj^les,  eighty 
cents  to  one  dollar  per  bushel:  fowls  of  all  kinds,  around  twelve  cents  per 
pound. 
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pioneers'  ASSOaATION  OF  DEKALB  COUN  I  V. 

Not  until  the  year  1878  were  steps  taken  by  the  old  settlers  of  DeKalb 
county  to  organize  into  a  I)an(l  to  perpetuate  the  memories  of  the  early  da>'s. 
The  first  njeeting  was  appointed  for  July  4,  1878,  at  Auhurn,  at  the  celebra- 
tion there  of  Independence  day.  The  committee  of  arrangements  for  this 
day  comprised  G.  W.  Gordon,  R.  H.  Weamer,  Henry  Ba^Iier,  John  Leas- 
ure,  L.  J.  Hoi^ins  and  T.  Mills.  Dr.  Ford  was  chosen  president;  T.  C 
Mays,  officer  of  the  day  The  following  committee  of  old  settlers  was  ap- 
pointed to  arouse  interest  in  their  resi>ective  localities:  Butler  township, 
Peter  Simmons;  Jackson,  Alexander  Provines  and  Henry  Feagler;  Concord, 
J.  F.  OA/am;  Newville^  B.  K  Blair;  Stafford,  Henry  Dickerhoff;  Wilming- 
ton, Satnud  Hcadley;  Union,  John  Butt,  5.  Bassett,  S.  W.  Ralston,  Major  S. 
W.  Sprott,  D.  Altenburg,  J.  O.  P.  Sherlock  and  George  Ensley;  Richland, 
James  Goetschius;  Fnirfield.  Geortrc  Emcrick;  Smithfield,  E.  R.  Shoemaker; 
Franklin,  George  i'.  hi  rest  one:  Troy,  Samuel  Learned;  Keyser,  O.  C.  Qark. 
T.  D.  Gross  was  named  as  superintendent. 

A  good  representation  of  the  pioneers  was  present  on  the  day  appointed, 
and  after  the  Fourth  of  July  exeidses  fhqr  met  to  organize.  T.  D.  Gross 
called  the  meeting  to  order.  James  R.  Cosper  was  chosen  president  and  T. 
D.  Gross,  secretaiy.  The  following  resolution  was  immediately  adopted  by 
those  present: 

'Resolved,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  at 
Auburn,  Sqrtember  12,  1878^  and  tiiat  all  who  were  dtizens  of  the  coimty 
prior  to  January  I,  1846,  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  and  participate  in 

the  meeting." 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  two  from  each  township  was  appointed  to 
ascertam  llie  number  of  ol<l  settlers  in  their  respective  townships  and  notify 
and  mduce  them  to  attend  the  next  meeting  and  perfonn  sodi  other  duties 
as  hi  thdr  judgment  would  he  for  the  best  interest  of  the  meeting.  The 
following  were  appointed :  Butler,  Peter  Simmons  and  J.  A.  Miller ;  Jack- 
son, A.  D.  Goetcbins  and  Henry  Brown;  Ncwville,  B.  F.  Blair  and  John 
Plattner;  Concord,  Samuel  Wasson  and  J.  Rhodes;  Stafford,  C.  B.  Wane- 
maker  and  C.  L.  Thomas;  Wihnington,  George  Egnew  and  Nathan  Maiiiews; 
Union,  T.  D.  Grass  and  Miles  Waterman;  Keyaer,  O.  C.  Qark  and  WitUam 
Bmbra;  Richland.  G  Showers  and  Thomas  Dailey;  Fairfield,  W.  Childs  and 
P.  Giishwa;  SmithflcM,  R.  J.  Daniels  and  Jerry  Hemstreet;  Franklin,  John 
N.  Clark  and  John  Hammond;  Troy,  William  Emerson  and  Jc^n  Stearns. 
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FIX8T  UEETINO. 

Oil  the  12th  of  September  the  meeting  was  lield  at  Auburn.  Major  S. 
W.  Sprott  was  appointed  ciiairman,  and  T,  C.  Mays,  secretary.  Nelson  I'rcn- 
tiss,  of  Noble  county,  was  present,  and  u^as  called  upon  to  suggest  a  way  to 
proceed  to  organize  an  old  settlers'  association,  whidi  he  did  after  the  man- 
ner followed  in  Noble  county.  He  read  a  synopsis  of  the  fay-laws  of  the 
Noble  C<niiiiy  Old  Settlers'  Association,  which  were  amended  and  adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year:  Elder  S.  B.  Ward, 
president;  P.  B.  Nimnions,.  vice-president;  \V.  H.  Dills,  secretary;  Cyrus 
Bowman,  treasurer;  J.  E.  Rose,  biogfrapher  and  librarian.  Articles  of  asso- 
ciation were  drawn  up,  in  w  hich  it  was  stated  tiial  the  associati<Ml  was  to  be 
called  the  Pioneers'  ;\ssociation  of  DeKalb  (  i  miuy.  Indiana.  Persons  who 
had  been  residents  ot  the  county  before  January  i,  1846,  were  eligible  to 
membership. 

Those  in  attendance  at  this  first  meeting,  and  the  date  of  their  settle- 
nient  is  given  in  the  following:  William  Smith,  May,  1836;  Samuel  Wasson, 

December,  1833;  S.  D.  Long,  March,  1845;  J.  E.  Rose,  October,  1836;  Sam- 
uel Headly,  September.  1836;  Philip  Gushwa,  March,  1845;  S.  R  \\'ard, 
January,  1842;  William  Carr,  I'ebruary,  1839;  J.  D.  Mc.Xnnally,  Scplcuil)er, 
1840;  N.  H.  Matthews,  October,  1839;  C.  P.  Coleman.  December,  1842;  R. 
Culbertson,  October,  1S43:  R.  G.  Daniels,  January.  1837;  P.  B.  Nimmons, 
August,  1844:  N.  Grirtith,  April,  1839;  James  Draggoo,  October,  1841  ;  .\.  D. 
Goetschius,  June,  iS;;6;  Paul  Long,  I'ebrurirv.  184 1  ;  John  llogue,  June, 
18.J2:  D.  McDaniil,  Tf<}3;  l-^aac  Diehl,  June.  1843;  \.  J.  Kalston, 

December,  1842;  James  Johnson,  August,  1844;  X.  Ensley.  October,  1841; 
J.  E.  Shilling,  April,  1845;  G.  W.  Gordon.  October,  1841 ;  Henry  Clark,  Octo- 
ber, 1842;  O.  C  Clark,  October,  1842;  J.  C.  Wells,  June.  1844;  D.  Alten- 
burg,  November.  1837;  K.  B.  Showers,  l-ebruary,  1S39:  \\".  Jacque;;,  nc(,*ber, 
1845;  Thomas  0  Daily,  March,  1841;  Levi  J.  Walsworth,  Xovcmber,  1S37; 

C.  Bowman,  Oclubci  ,  1839:  Henry  Feagler,  September.  1836;  M.  \\  hcisel, 
May,  1837;  John  McClellan,  October,  1844;  J.  H.  Ford,  November,  1844;  A. 
Blodgett,  August,  1842;  Peter  Treesh,  October,  1842;  Henry  A.  Shull,  Sep* 
tember,  1844;  David  Weaver.  August,  1838;  A.  S.  Case  beer.  September, 
1837;  G.  W.  Hussehnan,  May,  1845;  Abraham  E.iku  riulu.  S(  pii  iuIk  i  .  ]^^6; 

D.  Z.  Hoffman,  May.  1845;  J.  C.  Soiner,  .August,  1841  ;  S.  \\  .  Sprott,  July, 
1840;  T.  D.  Gross,  March,  1841 ;  Guy  Plum,  June,  1843;  Henry  Willis,  Octo- 
ber, 1843;  Charles  Gillett,  October,  1843;  Cornelia  P.  Cole,  June,  1842; 
Sarah  Bowman,  March,  1841;  Eliza  Wason,  September,  1837;  Caroliiie 
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Whtl--el,  Septenil)er.  ^^41  :  M.  J  T  rii^M-lnian.  October.  iS  j  ;  ;  Anna  McDaniel, 
May,  1843;  Mary  Sieberl,  August,  1836;  Maria  In^iiuin,  An.i,nist.  1836; 
Alinira  Martin,  May,  1836;  S.  A.  GrilVith,  November,  1839;  Anna  Kline, 
August,  1841 ;  Mary  McGdlan.  August,  1841 ;  Rachel  Treeshf  October,  1842. 

OTHER  MRETtMOS. 

IntmiSt  continued  unabated  through  the  years,  and  today  the  ranks  of 
the  old  settlers  are  still  in  formation.  Thinning  rapidly,  it  is  true,  but  those 
who  stand,  remain  stanch  .m  l  innl\  f.  r  tin  record  of  the  nltl  time.  Meet- 
ings are  heU!  evi-ry  year  at  different  jwints  in  the  county,  and  interest  never 
wanes.  Orators  and  miisic  enliven  thc<sT  !:ratherinc;<^,  and  a  stimulus  is  pro- 
vided, productive  of  happiness  to  the  atjed  man  who  meets  there  his  brother. 
In  time  these  first  pioneers  will  all  be  departed  from  this  earth,  but  their 
deeds  and  lives  are  perpetuated,  not  alone  by  the  workings  of  the  pioneers' 
association,  but  by  the  children  who  stirvive  them  and  treasure  carefully  the 
records.  The  last  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  Waterloo,  DeKalb 
county,  on  June  19,  1913. 

WOLF  BOUNTY. 

Two  dcdiars  a  scalp  once  was  paid  for  wolf  scalps,  providing  the  animal 

was  over  six  mont1i<J  of  a;??,  and  one  <!nl1ar  wa«;  paid  for  the  scalp  if  th»'  ani- 
mal was  luider  tiiat  a>(e.  Wolves  had  l)ecome  so  numerous  that  this  pro- 
vision was  necessary.  Farm  stock  was  continually  in  danger  from  the  nigiitly 
marauders,  and  consequently  a  concerted  effort  was  made  by  the  fanners  of 

the  county  to  exterminate  the  annoyiucj  animal  Wolf  hunting  was  a  great 
sport  of  the  pioneer  days,  and  parties  of  men.  with  their  dogs,  would  hunt 
frotn  sunrise  to  sundi»wn.  and  come  in  to  warm  In-  tin-  merry  ta\<  rn  nrv  and 
relate  the  day's  experiences  to  the  stay-at-homes.  1  he  sport  was  a  lucrative 
one,  also,  as  the  boun^  was  high. 

FIKST  CIRCUS. 

The  first  record  of  a  circus  in  DeKalb  county  was  in  June,  1852,  at 
Auburn^  when  Omey  &  Ccmipany  were  granted  permission  to  exhibit  within 
the  limits  of  the  corporation  without  |)ayment  of  a  license  tax.  The  wagons 
were  driven  overland,  and  people  lined  the  highwa\  into  town  to  see  the 
circus  caravan  appear,  .Much  exritenicnl  prevailed,  and  practically  all  of 
Auburn  and  most  of  tlie  county  population  crowded  under  the  one  canvas 
to  wttneas  i3m  perionmmfie. 
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LOG  VALUIS  IN  1854. 

A.  log  twdve  £eet  frar  Indws  long,  two  feet  through  at  the  t(9  end,  of 
Uack  walnat,  sold  for  one  doUar  and  thir^  cents;  of  poplar,  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter,  and  of  oak,  one  dollar.  The  blade  walnut  oimnianded  a  cash  yaj' 
meak,  but  the  others  were  for  half  cash  and  half  goods. 

POPULATION  OF  COUNTY  BY  SKCAIBEtL 

In  1840  DeKalb  county  had  a  population  of  approximately  3,000;  in 
1850,  8,000;  in  i860,  13,880;  in  1870,  17,167;  in  1880,  20,325;  ™  1890^ 
24,307;  in  1900,  25,711;  in  1910,  25,054. 
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■  '  5      '1   <'f  tl»C  Sl<lff 

:  ":irin;,>vr     •  ili',- 
.    '*  ,"  tUi.^i  r  I'l  liic 
.  '.    t  -u:  .•.'■Ul  tuvvn- 
'  •  r .  Iltiiiois, 


ored  D«Kall>  cuuniy  by  tlu  tr  i-i" 
mention  in  the  annals  of  the  <-'4M>u  c 
moved  from  this  localitv  one  r  t      1-  • 

and  whose  I'     w  n-  \vi<{ely  r.i'-uin  A  I'l'  • 

J.   Hiii^nr   ]lL;rli;ii;;iM.   *m-I1   kiV'  ,. 
Auburn  DUpn'' h  uTi.i  ihc  Aniniri>  lii  i  ii.  .  , 
Auburn  Priming  (  uiiijany,  \v;is  Imrn  on  M;*  • 
ship,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  an<t  his  dt-ith 
on  July  27,  1913.    He  was  the  yr>unst:>t  >.  ti  . 
fPrats)  1!uc1i:mi,i!1         cniiio  n{  ri  i.  -mly  '.h.it  11. im  I 
cumity  t'i'ini  ;m  crtrlv  <f;iv.     TIk-  ^iiliin-i'-  •iint.N  i- 
trotu  Ik'Iinc.-.  couiuy,  Ohi^-,  in  aiul  li.ui  .1  ,..  . 

part  in  the  early  development  of  this  kMrality.   The  suhii'*  *  ■  • 
were  spent  on  the  pioneer  farm  in  I 'air  field  township.  ;iin'  . 
eiiougli  he  helped  in  the  anlir  u^  l  i'  ..v,  ,.t  the  farm,  his  olu--.  • 
cti\  I'tl  111  tlio  i-f  >iU!ii!  '11  srlii       I :  I  '  !  'it  I.  icalilv.     A  t'l<T  n  .mpl'  ,  ■'  ■. 
school  coursi-  bv  •■nt-.-rcii  Hi11-.<l;Ll(  '  •  ]*yjy.  at  I  : 
city  his  pareiiU  liad  i5i>»\(i!  m  onk-r  i>.  ^.^  ^  liiiu  il.i>  *..'.»u,a("'.,    ^  ' 
However,  after  studying  in  that  instittiti<<-i  fir  tui»  i. h*  <» 
with  a  severe  iUness  which  undermined  hi<  I.'       •«■  '•^ .  i<      •■  'i . 

never  fully  nt<vtTt<l  tv m  the  t-ffecis.    The  i.  -     •    i.  «.»t  t 

home  farm,  ulurc  Mr.  I'lu-hntiaii  ni  a  nua-cn  :■ 

ht'  ciii^ai,'t'<l  ill  U :n  fiiiijij  si  iiiiii]  (i.r  ,1  iiumrKT  t-t   >  ■     ■»  <  > 

priuciittl  ul  ihc  W'atcrloii  hi,i;ii  M.-liuiil.    In  ilic  i.i.i  .  1  •  ■ 
took  up  his  residence  in  Auburn  and  entered  tlu*  Iu'a  !• 
Scoi,  with  whom  he  pursued  the  study  of  taw  unlit  hi^  ' 

December      iHg2.    He  was  intensely  airM'  !.:.«:• 

(21) 
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JOHN  EDGAR  BUCHANAN. 

Among  the  men  ot  earnest  purpose  and  successful  lite  who  have  hon- 
ored DeKalb  county  by  their  citizenship  none  is  more  deserving  of  specific 
mention  in  the  annals  of  the  county  than  J.  Edgar  Buchanan,  whose  death  re- 
moved from  this  locality  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens 
and  whose  loss  was  widely  mourmtl  througlviul  this  section  of  the  state. 

J.  Edgar  Buchanan,  well  known  as  the  cdit(»r  and  manager  of  the 
AvbufH  Dispatch  and  the  Auburn  Evening  Star  and  general  manager  of  the 
Auburn  Printing  Company,  was  bom  cm  March  25,  1868,  in  Fairfield  town- 
ship, DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Evanston,  Illinois, 
on  July  27,  19 1 3.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Albert  and  Hannah  E. 
(Potts)  Buchanan  and  came  of  a  family  that  had  been  prominent  in  DeKalh 
couutv  fnmi  an  earlv  <lav.  The  subject's  parents  had  come  to  this  nmiitx 
from  JHolmes  county,  Ohio,  in  1854,  and  had  taken  a  pronunent  and  active 
part  in  the  early  development  of  this  locality.  The  subject's  boyhood  days 
were  spent  on  the  pioneer  farm  in  Fairfield  township,  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  he  helped  in  the  arduous  lal  i  ii  -  of  tlu  farm,  his  education  being  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schnoh  of  that  locality.  After  c< 'm|)K'tiiiL:  tlie  common 
school  course  he  entiTiii  Ili!lM:la!e  Cfillep^e.  at  nills<lal<-.  M ifliii,'an.  to  which 
city  his  parents  had  niuvcd  in  order  to  give  him  this  educaiionai  a<lvanuige. 
However,  after  studying  in  that  institution  for  two  years,  he  was  afflicted 
with  a  severe  illness  which  undermmed  his  health  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
ne\cr  fully  recovered  from  the  effects.  The  family  then  returne<l  to  the 
homo  farm,  where  Mr  l^uchanan  in  a  measure  recovered  his  health  so  that 
he  engagcil  in  te.uhint;  school  for  a  nuiiilier  of  vcars.  ."Serving  one  vear  as 
principal  of  the  Waterloo  high  school.  In  the  lall  of  1890  Mr.  Buciiaiian 
took  up  his  residence  in  Auburn  and  entered  the  law  firm  of  J.  E.  Rose  & 
Son,  with  whom  he  pursued  the  study  of  law  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  on 
Deceml^r  2,  1892.  He  was  intenselv  ambitious  and  gave  promise  of  jt 
(21) 
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Splendid  career  in  the  legal  profession,  hut  .igain  his  hopes  and  anibitions 
were  disappoitittd  hecause  of  his  already  undermined  hcahh,  and  for  two 
years  he  again  followed  the  v(x-ation  of  school  teachinij  at  Altona  and  Gar- 
rett, filling  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  tjarrtU  city  schools  for 
awhile.  However^  the  pedagogical  profession  did  not  appeal  to  him  as  a  life 
tvork  and  he  turned  bis  attention  to  the  field  of  journalism,  in  which  he  began 
a  series  of  investigations  which  i  ventually  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  the 
/ilhion  Neu'  Era  from  1  I'  i'lirkitt,  trikinq^  possession  of  thv  pirinl  in 
September,  i8f>5.  Though  wiUnml  [)revious  experience  in  this  specific  line 
of  efTorts,  his  natural  ability  and  progressive  ideas  enabled  him  to  so  direct 
and  control  the  business  t\at  it  grew  and  flourished  and  Mr.  Buchanan  estab- 
lished his  home  at  Albion,  thinking  at  that  time  that  he  would  make  Albion 
his  permanent  residence.  However,  when  the  j)lant  of  the  Auhuni  Dispatch 
and  the  Ihrtiing  l>ispatch  wa«  ])laced  uixm  the  market  at  receiver's  <<ale.  a  de- 
sire to  he  near  his  pe*>ple  and  his  old  friends  bore  ii]>on  him  ^r.  strongly  that 
on  January  i.  1903,  he  became  owner  of  the  business,  which,  under  his  guid* 
ance  and  direction,  grew  to  be  one  of  the  beiit  newspaper  plants  in  DeKalb 
county  and  now  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  memory.  -  When  he  first  came 
to  Anhnin  in  t.ikc  charge  of  the  liiisines>i.  tlie  family  remained  in  M'mi  ii  in 
charge  of  tlu"  business  there  until  it  could  iie  dispose*!  of,  thev  rrmf>vi?i"  to 
Auburn  on  .April  ist  following.  Mr.  Buchanan  organized  the  .Auburn  I'ruU- 
ing  Company,  a  com|)any  fornKHi  by  the  consolidation  of  the  Auhnrn  Evening 
Dispatch  and  Aubitm  Daiiy  Conricr.  now  being  publishnt  as  the  Evening 
Star,  of  which  he  was  chief  owner,  secretary  and  treasurer  and  general 
'  manager,  and  he  teiuaine<!  at  the  be.'id  nl  the  ne\\si>aper  luisiness  in  this  city 
tmtil  his  death,  directing  hi>  afTairs  with  al)ilitv  and  di-crctir>ii  .uid  showing 
that  he  had  a  natural  aptitude  f«»r  the  profession  to  which  lie  luul  turned. 
Since  coming  here  his  whole  life  and  .soul  were  given  to  the  upbuilding  of 
the  institution  which  he  felt  was  to  provide  for  himself  and  family  a  modest 
heritage.  He  really  loved  his  work  .uul  i  ne  of  his  greatest  pleasures  was 
to  watch  the  growth  of  the  business  ,ind  the  dailv  rewards  of  work  well  done. 
JVr.sotiallv,  Mr  Mucbanan  was  a  man  of  uncompromising  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  charactei,  his  .sterling  ipialilies  of  ntaniuHHl  and  genial  disposition 
giving  him  an  enviable  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens  of  DeKalb  county. 
A  graceful  and  at  the  same  time  a  forceful  writer,  his  editorial  utterances 
were  influential  an  l  .tlw  lys  on  the  right  side  of  every  moral  or  civic  question 
affecting:  the  welfare  of  the  people  generally.  He  was  a  man  r.f  hr.ne«t  rf>n- 
victioni^  on  the  great  public  questions  of  the  day,  and  when  once  convinced 
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that  he  was  right,  nothing  could  swerve  him  from  the  course  he  had  decided 
npon. 

On  June  21,  1801.  Mr  Buchanan  was  married  to  N'ellic  D.  Brccbill.  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Smitlifield  township,  and  to  them  was  ix>rn  a  son, 
Verne  E.  Buclianaii. 

J.  £dgar  Buchanan  was  not  only  esteemed  because  of  the  large  business 
success  to  which  he  had  attained  in  Aulnim,  but  was  also  considered  a  man 
of  unusual  moral  fihcr.  standing  for  all  that  was  g<XKl  in  the  a»ninuinity. 
no  movement  f<ir  llie  aflvancement  of  liis  fellow  citizens  alfint;  inaUria?. 
moral,  reiigi^>u^  or  educational  development  appealing  lo  him  for  assistance 
in  vain.  He  was  misclfisli  in  his  attitude  toward  local  aftairs  and  jjave  his 
material  assistance  to  many  enterprises.  Thus  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  not  only  general  manager  of  the  Aulnim  Printing  Company,  publishing 
the  Auhuni  Disf^atch.  the  hihuni  Courier  and  the  F.vniinti  S'tar,  hut  was  a 
member  of  the  Ix  ar'!  "t  directors  (tt  the  Zinmiernian  Manufacturing;  Com- 
pany, the  Auburn  I'ost  (  ard  Coiui>auy  and  president  of  the  Auburn  Buikl- 
ing  and  Loan  Assuciation.  as  well  as  an  active  and  tniiuential  member  of  the 
Auburn  Commercial  Gub,  while  his  social  relations  were  with  the  lodge  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  at  Cnrtuuia.  this  count)  .  No  comnnuiity  can  afford  to 
lose  such  men  as  Mr.  Huchanan.  f<ir  he  bad  earnestly  an»l  faithfully 
endeavored  to  do  his  jart  as  a  man  amoni;  men  an'l.  withnut  hoavtinj;  or 
ostentation,  he  steadily  [mrsued  his  course,  doinj;  well  whatever  he  turned 
his  hand  to,  gaining  not  only  material  prosfierity,  hut  that  which  was  more 
lo  be  desired,  the  commendation  and  approval  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


CHARLES  ECKHART. 

The  tollou  hio;  >iketch  tells  of  a  hoyhoiK]  whose  stretr^'^tli  <!i\ cli  iprd 
by  overcouun^  ohsiacles;  of  youny  manlniod.  when  the  path  to  lutme  success 
was  only  dimly  to  Ik;  seen;  of  middle  life,  when  the  earlier  days  of  diligent 
and  sustained  effort,  tenacity  of  purpose,  rugged  honesty  and  thrift  began  to 
bear  fruit;  of  the  full  manhood,  when  the  rewards  have  coine.  and  arc  being 
used  for  the  furtherance  of  noble  causes.  A  simple  recital  of  Mr.  lu'khart's 
career,  without  attempt  at  cniloj^rv.  may  well  enrc^iraire  ami  inspire  nthers  to 
follow  by  the  same  road  of  hard  work  and  honest  purpose  to  the  success  that 
may  be  won. 

Charles  Eckhart  was  bom  Febnuiry  24,  1841,  at  Germantown,  Pennsyi- 


Digitized  by  Google 


324 


DEKALB  GOUNTY,  INDIANA. 


vania,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Charlotte  (Fraley)  Eckhait.  His  boyhood 
was  spent  at  Fisher's  Hollow,  now  a  part  'if  (icrmantown.  There,  at  the  age 
of  eight  years,  he  began  helping  his  father  spaoi  yarn,  his  father  being  a 
weaver.  Of  schooling  he  had  only  a  year  and  a  half,  and  that  in  schools  tliat 
were  far  short  of  the  present  standard.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  old  the 
family  moved  into  Philadelphia,  and  there  he  found  employment  in  a  woolen 
mill  where  the)  made  fancy  goods,  his  father  being  also  anployed  in  the  same 
mill.  In  the  fall  of  1857  a  panic  spread  over  the  hti^iness  world,  cau'^insf  the 
woolen  mill  to  shut  down  and  the  lad  started  out  to  seek  his  iortunc  else- 
where. He  hud  only  three  dollars  in  his  pocket,  and  he  did  not  spend  that 
on  auto,  carriage  nor  railway.  He  walked.  The  first  day  he  covered  fifteen 
miles.  He  got  stii^r,  bed  and  breakfast  at  a  tavern»  and  it  cost  him  seventy- 
five  cents,  one-fourth  of  his  cash  capital.  Another  day  of  fifteen  miles  and 
he  came  to  Ililhnwti.  Bucks  count\,  I'enii-yU aiiia,  wIutc  he  found  a  chance 
at  learning  his  chosen  trade,  carriage  making.  It  was  a  hunjble  little  >hop, 
and  he  was  engaged  two  weeks  on  trial.  After  two  weeks  he  made  a  bargain 
wiUi  his  empksyer  to  serve  two  and  one-half  years  for  board  and  w-asbing, 
with  three  weeks  off  in  har\'est  time  so  he  could  earn  money  for  clothes.  The 
next  suiPM!'  r  he  laid  off  at  liarvt-^t  titiie.  but  went  into  Philadelphia  and  got  a 
job  at  fii;ir  drdlar*;  per  week,  wiiile  lie  liMprdri!  at  home.  At  the  cvA  of  f<nir 
weeks  he  liad  sixteen  dollars,  for  he  had  saved  every  cent.  Keturmng  to  his 
employer  at  Hilltow  n,  he  asked  for  a  new  agreement,  for  he  saw  he  could  not 
clothe'himself  and  meet  his  obligations  at  that  rate.  The  employer  would  not 
consent  to  a  better  arrangement,  so  the  young  man  left  him.  first  paying  all 
his  small  debts:  he  never  left  a  place  without  settling  every  cent  he  owed. 
After  a  thirteen  mile  walk  lie  took  the  tin '11  t'j  Vcu  'S'lirk  city,  where  he  spent 
a  week  \  aiiily  looking  for  work.  l-Vom  there  lie  went  to  Albany,  wiierc  he  had 
relatives,  but  he  failed  to  find  them.  Returning  10  New  York  city  he  then 
went  on  foot  to  Trenton,  New  Jerse\%  seeking  work  on  the  way.  From  there 
he  went  by  boat  to  Philadelphia,  where  his  parents  were  residing,  and  finally 
found  work  in  a  dye  hou'JC  nt  two  dollars  per  week,  working  ^even  ilays  a 
week.  He  remained  there  all  witUrr  and  the  following  spring  secured  a  posi- 
tion with  I),  R.  Moycr.  \\ho  ha<l  bought  the  carriage  >hup  at  Hilltown.  Mr, 
Eckhart  was  to  work  for  Mover  one  year  under  Mover's  instructions.  After 
six  months  he  bouglit  release  from  the  original  agreement  and  worked  by  the 
piece.  He  worked  often  from  four  in  the  morning,  putting  in  as  many  as 
sixteen  hours  a  day.  Six  months  later  Mr.  Mover  failed  in  business.  Mr. 
Eckhart,  who  .was  then  a  boy  of  only  eighteen  years,  iiad  saved  a  few  dollars. 
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and  also  had  some  wages  due  him.  Boy,  thou<^h  he  was,  he  bought  the  stock 
In  trade,  giving  his  personal  note  fur  the  iKilance.  Being  a  comparative 
stranger  and  without  tinancial  backing  did  not  destroy  his  credit,  for  all  knew 
his  industry  and  he  had  shown  that  he  was  honest.  This  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  he  had  a  credit  enabling  him  to  go  into  debt  in  the  amount  of  eight 
hundred  dollai^. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war  l)usiiK>,s  becaiw  flnll  in  his  line, 
and,  like  thousands  of  others.  Mr.  I'ckhart  enli-tcd  to  tight  tor  the  Union. 
On  Sepieuibcr  0,  i86i,  he  joined  Cotnpany  A.  One  Hundred  P'ourth  Regi- 
ment. Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Capt.  E.  L.  Rogers  and  Col. 
W.  H.  H.  Davis.  He  was  made  fourth  sergeant  at  once.  The  time  until 
Noveirbcr  was  spent  at  Doylcstown  and  tlu  ii  (ill  March.  1862.  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  (Irillincf  overv  dnv  fiut  Siiiiilav .  In  March  they  wrnl  a«  part  of  Mc- 
CU'llan's  army  tu  Ak-xaixiiia  and  rtuii  In  lrans|M>rts  to  A'cwptn'l  \'cw«.  Vir- 
ginia, arriving  the  day  alter  tiic  hislunc  battle  Ix'twccn  the  ''Monitor"  and  ibc 
"Merrimac"  They  helped  tn  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  wlien  tlie  rebels 
evacuated  that  place  they  to<^  part  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  Following 
the  rebels  to  their  final  stand  at  b'air  Oaks,  or  Seven  Pines,  the  l)attle  of 
Fair  Oaks  was  fon^lit  M;i\  31  and  June  i.  In  iliat  lilinnly  battle  the 

One  Hundred  i'ourtli  i\e,:^:nient  an<l  i!u-ir  Inis^ade  lust  more  men  than  any 
Oliier  regiment  or  brigaiie  m  liic  iiattle.  I  hey  were  in  the  Seven  Days  re- 
tieat,  when,  late  in  June,  they  were  driven  out  of  their  position  near  Richmond 
and  fell  bade,  fighting  all  the  way  for  seven  days.  After  reaching  Harrison's 
Landing  they  remained  alx>ut  a  month.  Abandoning  that  position,  the  army 
went  on  toward  Fortress  Monroe  and  ti>  the  Iiattle  <'f  Antietmn.  hnt  the  One 
Hundred  Fmirth  I'let^ment  and  their  Ini^ade  \\a.s  ordered  to  Gloucester 
Point  and  there  did  guard  duty  till  January.  1863,  I'rom  there  they  went  on 
an  expedition  down  through  the  Carolinas.  May  20,  1863,  Mr.  Edchart  was 
discharged  on  account  of  physical  disability,  at  Hilton  Head.  South  Carolina. 
At  the  time  of  his  discharge  he  ranked  as  first  sergeant. 

In  the  fall  of  T863,  Mr.  Eckhart  went  to  Morris  Island.  South  Carolina, 
and  hired  out  as  a  sutler's  clerk,  and  for  a  time  was  in  business  tor  himself 
as  a  sutler.  After  eleven  months  he  returned  to  rhiladelphia.  in  September. 
1864,  visited  a  relative  near  Waterloo.  Indiana,  and  it  was  then  that  he  nmde 
the  acquaintance  of  the  one  who  later  became  his  wife  and  the  mother  of 
his  children.  In  February,  1865,  he  enlisted  as  first  sergeant  in  the  Two 
Hundred  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  did  guard  dut>- 
near  Washington,  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  imtil  November  24,  1865.  re- 
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maining  in  service  about  six  months  ;ifter  the  war  Hf  riixt  entered  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  at  Philadelphia,  but,  not  having  enough 
inoney  to  carry  him  through,  he  left  before  completing  his  course,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1866  went  to  work  at  his  trade  at  Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  fall  of  1866  he  came  to  Indiana  to  visit  his  uncle  at  Waterloo.  VVc  nay 
also  infer  that  he  made  other  interesting  visits  in  that  neighborhorxl,  for  he 
secured  a  position  at  his  trade  in  Kcndallville  and  on  October  31,  1866,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Barbara  Ellen  Ashchnan,  who  resided  near  Water- 
loo. She  was  a  daughter  of  John  U.  Ashelman,  an  early  pioneer  of  this 
county,  who  is  spoken  of  dsewhere  m  this  work. 

In  the  spring  of  1867,  Mr.  Eckhart  moved  to  Auburn.  an<l  about  the 
first  of  July  was  protnised  a  tjood  situati(jn  at  trade  in  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania,  to  wiiicli  place  he  moved  at  once  There  his  first  sun,  l  iank 
E.,  was  boni  on  October  9,  1867.  wo  weeks  alter  the  birth  oi  their  first 
child  the  family  moved  to  a  place  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  Mr.  Eckhart  engaged  in  partnership  with  D.  R.  Moyer,  bis  old  em- 
ployer. After  one  year  Mr.  Moyer  withdrew  an<l  Mr.  Eckhart  continued 
in  business  for  himself  at  thai  j^lacc  until  Ost'.7ter.  ^^71  During  their 
residence  there,  three  other  children  were  born,  .\nnie,  bom  JanuaPr'  22, 
1869;  Morris,  born  March  25,  187 1,  and  William,  born  January  18,  1873. 

In  the  fall  of  1874,  business  was  at  a  very  low  ebb  all  over  the  country. 
Mr.  Eckhart  sold  out  and  moved  back  to  Auburn,  at  which  place  he  has  made 
his  1  I  rvfr  since.  For  a  time  he  could  not  fmd  regular  employment  and 
took  aiiv  kind  of  houest  work  he  coidd  hnd.  lie  was  vinually  obliged  to 
go  into  business  to  prfivide  employment.  He  Iwgan  in  a  small  way,  at 
first  in  liic  parlor  of  his  home  on  l-ast  Seventh  "street,  niaking  a  few  carriages. 
That  house  is  now  the  office  of  the  Eckhart  Carriage  Company.  He  built 
a  small  shop  nearby,  a  structure  eighteen  by  twenty-four  feet,  two  stories 
high,  and  in  that  building,  in  March.  if^75.  started  what  v  du  Tckliart 
Carriage  Company  of  tr»day  Fnrtuiialclv  for  Mr.  l-lckhart.  he  had  already 
acquired  a  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  every  branch  of  carriage 
makmg  e.xce])t  blacksmithing,  ami  he  was  his  own  master  mechanic.  l"roni 
the  time  his  little  boys  were  eight  years  old.  he  required  tliem  to  help  as  they 
could  when  not  at  school.  From  the  start  he  always  insisted  on  the  best 
of  workmanship  and  strict  honesty  in  his  business.  Perhaps  a  customer 
had  a  v  rliidi  m  which  a  defect  <>i  workiti  iii-lrp  \^  ould  de\  elop,  all  un- 
noticed by  the  customer:  Mr.  Eckhart  would  not  wait  until  the  customer 
would  see  it,  if  his  practiced  eye  had  detected  the  fault.    He  would  call 
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the  customer  in  and  fix  the  defect  free  of  charg;e.  His  g-o<xls  soon  establislied 
a  reputatirm  for  being  built  and  sold  011  honor,  i  he  business  grew,  and  on 
aa  average  of  <mce  in  two  years  $ince  then  it  lius  been  necessary  to  enUirge 
the  plant.  Continued  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  constructive 
appliances  of  the  plant,  and  the  buildings  are  arranged  with  the  purpose  of 
handling  the  wurk  throui^h  tlifferent  stages  of  construction  in  a  systematic 
and  economical  manner.  The  plant  is  located  along  the  Vandalia  railway 
and  has  its  own  private  track.  Their  business  lias  grown  from  tlie  limited 
start  in  a  private  residence  to  one  that  employes  a  large  number  of  skilled 
workmen,  with  a  force  of  travding  salesmen,  and  has  built  nearly  five  thou- 
sand vdiicles  in  a  year. 

About  1902  the  carria^je  company  licirnn.  in  an  experimental  way.  to 
make  atUninohiles.  having  already  at  hand  most  of  the  neerled  n^arhinery, 
appliances  and  the  organization  to  succeSbiniiy  launch  sucli  a  business.  After 
about  three  yours  ^tyey  erected  a  building  near  the  carriage  factoty,  two  stories 
high,  sixty  feet  wide  and  one  htindred  feet  long,  using  the  lower  floor  for 
atito  making.  Ry  1906  their  ant'  nn  ibiU  Inisiness  was  w  ell  able  to  stand  alone 
and  required  larger  quarters.  They  bought  a  f,  rtcrv  htiild-n^:  ami  L^r  -nnd'; 
alnn?  tlie  \  andaba  tracks  in  .Xuburii.  and  invLilU-d  their  tnacliincry.  They 
assembled  an  organization  of  skilled  workmen  an<l  iK-gan  operation  at  the 
present  location  October  i,  1906.  They  have  not  advertise<l  extensively,  but 
have  depended  upon  the  same  methods  that  made  their  carriage  factory  a  suc- 
cess, striving  for  economic  efficiency  of  system  in  carrying  on  the  various 
npcrati' 11^.  but.  alxive  all,  insisting  on  honest  (|uality  in  evcrvlhin^"  \ow 
their  inisiness  has  rearfied  nl»oiil  two  million  dollars  a  year,  antl  \nl-ii:ii  ai  tn- 
mobiles  arc  sold  in  alxnit  one-half  the  states  of  the  l.'nion,  c\ery  car  i)cnig  a 
good  advertisonent  for  the  factory. 

About  1895*  Mr.  Eckhart  retired  from  the  active  management,  leaving 
his  s<^n.  Frank  Fckharl.  in  charge  of  the  cai  i  ia-i'  faitury.  The  sons  having 
had  practical  cxpcrit:m  from  early  childhood,  aiul  e.nli  one  master  nf  at 
least  two  trade;,  fht  \  an-  tietter  fitted  for  their  res|)  ii-iliilil'is  than  many  an 
older  man,  wiiose  experience  was  not  so  thorough  an<l  i>ractical  in  the  forma- 
tive period  of  life.  They  understand  the  practical  details  of  their  line  of 
business  from  top  to  bottom,  and  have  both  been  of  great  assistance  in  build- 
ing up  the  F.ckhart  plants  at  Auburn.  It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to 
Mr.  Fckhart  that  his  sons,  trained  hv  him  for  their  careers,  have  drxcl'  iied 
their  talents  ■so  well,  and  are  ormiju  tent.  fur  he  knnu->;  In-  ncfd  not  fear  fur 
the  business  with  them  in  charge.     They  have  managed  m  a  way  to  merit  the 
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hearty  approval  which  he  pladly  ar<v>r<'ls  them  Since  retiring  from  I>nsiness 
Mr.  Eckhart  has  traveled  in  every  state  in  the  Union  except  one,  and  spends 
his  winters  usually  in  California,  but  occasionally  in  Florida.  Although  he 
is  comparatively  free  from  business  cares  and  has  ample  means',  he  is  not  an 
idler,  but  vsKS  his  enei^y,  time  and  money  in  any  cause  that  is  for  the  general 
good  of  his  fdtow  men.  He  lias  heen  active  in  politics,  but  not  w  ith  hope  of 
pecunirTry  reward.  Ife  has  for  ftdl  tliirtv  years  supported  the  Prohibition 
party,  for  the  good  he  can  do  in  prtJtiioUng  the  cause  of  temperance.  He 
has  caini)aigned  for  the  party  with  his  name  on  the  ticket  as  a  candidate  for 
any  office,  having  ntn  for  the  lowest  office  on  the  ticket  up  to  the  highest  in  the 
state,  for  he  was  the  party  candidate  for  governor  in  1900.  He  has  cam- 
pai.i^ncd  actively,  six-aking  ail  0%'cr  Indiana,  never  at  the  expense  of  the  parly. 
f'Ut  freely  paying  all  his  expenses  and  contributing  of  hi.^  money  to  help  the 
cau.se. 

In  religious  belief  he  is  a  member  of  the  Advent  Qiristian  church  (not 
Se\-enth-Day  Adventist)  and  has  been  a  touer  of  strength  in  the  denomina- 
tion. He  has  given  liberally  for  denominational  and  educational  work, 
especially  for  the  benefit  of  tlic  \(b mt  C'hrislian  Collcc^e  i)f  .\iirora.  Illinois. 
Tn  rerniL;nMi<in  of  his  lielj)  '^o  treely  tiiven.  (lie  main  buildini^  oi  tlie  institution 
is  natned  i'.cklKirt  Hall.  Considering  that  lie  has  .succeeded  so  well  with  such 
meager  schooling  as  he  had,  one  might  exjiect  him  to  esteem  schooU  but 
lightly,  but  he  does  not  do  so.  He  believes  every  child  in  better  off  with 
schooling,  at  least  up  to  high  school,  and  higher  where  a  professional  lif«  is 
contemplated. 

In  AnhTirn  Mr.  Eckhart  has  been  always  rcadv  to  help  in  whatever  he 
considers  ioi  the  general  welfare  of  the  comnnimty.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
DeKalb  county  board  of  charities  and  corrections,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
county  coimcii.  He  contributes  liberally  to  the  churches  of  Auburn,  and  one 
of  his  benefactions  that  Auburn  will  al\va>  >  r<  iminher  with  j^ratitude  is  the 
Ed(h:irt  Public  Lil)rar\'.  He  was  a  memlur  of  the  .Auburn  jMihlir  library 
hoard  whvu  the  library  was  in  an  n|»tan<  r.som  ^nuth  of  the  court  house. 
Recotinizing  iliat  it  was  Inadequate,  the  l)oard  flecided  to  seek  subscriptions 
and  ask  Mr.  Carnegie  to  contribute  liberally.  Mr.  C^cgie  agreed  to  con- 
tribute twelve  thotisand  five  hundred  dollars,  but  later  Mr.  Eckhart  agreed  to 
purchase  the  ground  where  the  library  is  now.  present  it  to  the  city  and  build 
the  library.  Dr.  Eida  Leasure  wrote  Mr  Carnegie  to  the  effect,  and  received 
from  Mr  Carnofjic  a  reply  sa\  in^  in  part:  "l^t  me  congratiiiale  Auburn 
upon  having  such  a  citizen  as  Mr.  Eckhart     T  should  like  to  shake  him  by  the 
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hand  as  a  fellow  worker  in  a  good  cause.  Happy  man,  who  can  console  hiiD- 
sdf  throuj,'h  life  with  the  thought  that  because  he  lived  one  little  spot  on 
earth  has  been  made  better  than  it  was  l>efore.  !  wish  him  long  life  and 
ba|>piness."  A  more  extended  description  of  tlie  library  and  grounds  wiii  be 
found  daewhere  in  this  work.  It  is  said  by  competent  authorities  that  there 
is  pvdbaJtAy  nowhere  to  be  found  a  finer  nor  better  equipped  titirary  for  its  size 
than  the  Eckhart  Library  of  Auburn.  His  aim  in  every  stage  of  construction 
wn^^  to  have  the  t^st  of  material,  design  and  workmanship,  and  he  spared  no 
expense  to  make  it  "^o 

In  1912,  Mr.  Eckhart  and  his  son  Frank  contributed  tueniy  thousand 
dollars  each  with  which  to  purchase  the  ground  and  erect  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  building  at  Auburn.  Since  then  they  have  each  con- 
tributed twenty-five  hundred  dollars  additional,  and  will  probably  have  to 
give  as  nmrh  more.  mr\kinv'  in  all  rtttv  tl-< iti-  ind  dollars  for  the  jfroTinds, 
buildings  and  tuniishinj^s  complete.  An  orj^aiiization  of  .\t;l)tMii  1i'i^iik"-.s 
men  was  formed  to  carry  forward  the  work,  and  the  buiUling  erecie.i  at  iis 
present  location  at  the  southeast  comer  of  Fifth  and  Main  streets.  A  more 
extended  description  of  the  building  will  be  found  under  the  appropriate 
heading. 

^Tr,  Fckhart's  fir^t  wife  was  railed  \"  rc-t  <n\  September  10,  190^  Tn 
her  childlur  d  ami  y  iuth  -lie  was  innureii  to  the  privations  and  hardships 
incident  tu  early  settieiucnt.  She  bore  her  share  of  the  burdens  of  home  life 
when  her  husband's  business  was  in  its  humble  beginnings;  she  was  with  him 
as  it  grew  to  its  later  magnitude:  but  no  change  in  fortune  ever  made  any 
change  in  her  ideal  domestic  character.  She  loved  home  and  family,  and  her 
constant  puqiose  was  (o  niake  tiK  firc-ide  attractive  and  to  bring  up  her 
children  bv  prece])t  and  example  lo  become  worthy  and  uscfid  members  of 
society.  She  was  a  member  of  the  .\dvent  Christian  church,  in  whose  creed 
she  had  full  lieltef  and  confidence.  On  October  18.  1904,  Mr.  Eckhart  mar- 
ried Martha  A.  Hoffman,  who  was  bom  near  Carey,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  J.  H.  and  Margaret  IToffiman^  Her  father  was  a  Lutheran  minister, 
a  gradtiate  of  Gettysburg  Collepfe,  a  s^orxl  Creek  scholar,  and  preached  in  lx)th 
German  ami  f  jii^disti.  AUhougii  well  educated  and  fitted  for  the  more  public 
places  of  the  cities,  his  earnestly  devoted  disposition  led  him  to  do  missionary 
work  in  out-of-the-way  churches  and  amoi^  the  poor.  His  daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Eddiart,  also  has  the  disposition  to  do  good  for  others  and  seconds  her 
husband  in  his  philanthropies. 

Of  Mr.  Eckhart's  children,  Frank  £.  Edchart.  who  is  manager  of  the 
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Eckhart  Cirnat^'t.-  (  < mipar.) .  iiiarncd  Grace  Leiter  and  has  three  chilflren, 
deorge,  Mary  Ellen  aiul  Josephine,  iie  has  a  beautiful  home  in  Auburn,  is 
mudi  like  his  father  in  his  desire  to  use  his  mon^  for  good  causes,  and  is  a 
nwnitter  of  the  Methodist  church.  Morris  Eckhart,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
Auburn  Auto  Company,  is  a  keen,  active  business  man,  and  has  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  northeastern  Indiana.  He  married  Ada  Mclnterfer.  of 
Waterloo,  and  has  one  daughter.  Ruth.  Wilham  Eckhart.  who  is  at  Eos 
Angeles,  California,  with  the  Shugers  Manuiactunng  Company,  makers  of 
automobile  tops,  married  Nettie  Willis,  daughter  of  Moses  B.  Willis,  of 
Auburn,  Indiana,  and  th^  have  a  son,  Qiarles  W.,  and  a  dat^fhter.  Edith. 
Annie  is  the  w  ife  of  George  W.  Shugers,  of  Auburn,  who  is  nnw  proprietor 
of  the  Shugt-r^  Mami  farfiirinc^  Company  at  T,ns  AriLrcIe';.  l  liey  have  no 
children  of  their  own,  but  are  rearing  a  bright  little  girl  named  Clara. 


JOHN  ZIMMERMAN. 

The  character  of  a  community  is  determined  in  a  large  measure  by  the 
lives  of  a  comparatively  few  of  its  members.  If  its  moral  and  intellectual 
status  he  good,  if  in  a  social  way  it  is  a  pleasant  place  in  which  to  reside,  if 
it?  reputation  tor  the  integrity  of  its  citizens  has  exteiidctl  intrt  .  tlier  localities, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  standards  set  by  the  leading  men  have  been  high  and 
their  influence  such  as  to  mold  the  characters  and  shape  the  lives  of  those  with 
whom  they  mingle,  tn  placing  John  Zimmerman  in  the  front  rank  of  such 
men,  justice  is  rendereil  a  !)i(»graphical  fact  universally  recotinized  thntugh- 
out  the  locality  which  is  honored  by  his  cili/enshi().  .Mthouf^h  a  <|uiet  and 
una^^nminf,'  man,  with  no  am!»inon  for  public  posiiioti  or  Icndersbip,  he  has 
contributed  mucii  to  the  material,  civic  and  mor.al  advancenunt  of  this  com- 
munity, while  his  admirable  qualities  of  liead  and  heart  and  the  straight- 
forward course  of  his  daily  life  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  circles  in  which  he  moves. 

John  /inuni-rman  was  born  at  Eeo.  Allen  r">ni»t\.  Indiana,  on  January 
17,  1868,  and  he  is  the  >nn  of  Flias  anil  Mary  (  I5itten;,'er )  Zimmerman,  who 
are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  In  the  fall  of  1875  the  family  re- 
moved to  Auburn,  where  the  subject  has  since  resided.  He  secured  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  though  from  the  age  of  nme  years  he  began 
to  work  in  the  Zimmerman  fact*  r  \ ,  when  not  in  school.  After  completing 
the  high  school  course  at  Auburn,  Mr.  Zimmerman  received  preparation  for 
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his  future  career  by  attending  a  business  collet^e  at  I  t.  \\';iyne.  In  April, 
1886,  he  jjernianeiitly  identified  him-^elf  with  the  tatlury,  in  the  affairs  of 
which  he  has  since  l)een  a  prominciu  ligure.  At  tlie  age  of  twelve  years  he 
had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the' engine  room,  where  he  had  worked  hard,  a 
part  of  his  duties  consisting  in  firing  the  boiler  with  green  saw-dust.  In 
1886  he  went  into  the  ofHce  aiul  ((x>k  charge  of  the  books,  really  acting  as 
secretary,  though  not  officially  elected  u,  that  position  until  1889,  when  he 
had  reached  his  nujority.  He  has  cfuuinuctl  lo  act  as  secretary,  and  for 
many  years  lias  also  served  as  treasurer.  In  1910,  uix)n  the  death  of  his 
brother.  Franklin  T.,  he  was  made  general  manager,  and  he  is  now  discharg- 
ing the  multitudinous  duties  of  these  several  oflkcs,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned. 

The  Zimraemian  Mf?.  ("o.  has  had  an  intere«;tint:  and  -ucee>sful  career. 
In  1873  Franklin  T.  Ziinnu  rman  and  a  jiartiui  named  \\  at-'iii  .'•tarted  a  plan- 
ing niill,  ui  which  they  intended  to  manuiacture  building  material.  Tlie  fol- 
lowing year  Watson  withdrew  from  the  firm,  selling  his  interest  to  George 
B.  Zinunerman,  a  brother  of  Franklin  T.  About  1876  their  father,  Elias 
Zimtnennan,  bought  the  interests  of  George  B.,  and  the  business  was  ojnjrated 
unfU  r  the  name  of  the  Zimmcmian  Company  until  Dei mifHr.  when  the 

Ziiunicnnan  Mtg.  Co.  was  incoriH)rated,  with  the  toHowing  oUicers:  Presi- 
dent, Jolm  W.  Baxter;  secretary,  Elias  Zimincrnian;  treasurer,  Albert  Rob- 
bins;  general  manager,  F.  T.  Zimmerman.  The  planing  mill  was  devoted  to 
the  manufacture  of  church  furniture  for  a  few  years,  but  about  1882  they 
began  the  making  of  win^l  niills  and  tanks,  in  which  they  coiuinued  tO  be 
successfully  enL,'ajred  until  i()oS,  when  these  features  of  the  business  were 
sold  to  the  Cchna  Mi.,r  Co.,  of  Celina,  Ohio,  In  1890  the  Ziminernian  Mfg. 
Co.  began  the  making  of  buggies,  an  industry  that  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful and  which  has  steadily  grown  in  volume  and  importanix,  the  output 
amounting  to  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  vehicles  a  year.  In  1907  the 
company  began  the  manufacture  of  autoinobiks.  in  which  also  they  have 
met  with  pronounced  success.  The  original  building  f)wned  by  the  c<»nipany 
was  alwut  si.vty  tcet  by  eighty  feet  in  size,  but  the  rapid  and  continuous  in- 
crease in  the  business  has  necessitated  a  number  of  additions  and  improve- 
ments. In  1908  the  first  half  of  the  present  factory  building  was  erected, 
it  being  a  substantial  concrete  structure,  and  in  1909  the  rttber  part  was 
built,  as  well  a<  two  other  three-story  buildings.  The  main  building  is  two 
hundred  and  eij^hty  feet  by  sixtv  feet  in  size,  and,  with  the  other  buiklings, 
provides  about  seventy-hve  thousand  square  feet  of  floor  space.  About 
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eighty  men  are  constantly  em])l(»yc(,l,  most  (if  whom  are  experts  in  their  indi- 
vidual lines.  In  the  manufacture  ui  auioinobilcs,  the  company  has  turned 
oat  a  few  very  lig^t  cars,  though  the  greater  part  of  their  otttput  has  been 
of  the  four-cylinder  type;  they  are  now  niatdng  a  six-cylinder  car,  ranging 
in  price  from  sixteen  hundred  to  twenty-three  hundred  dollars  and  whidi  is 
the  equal  I  if  any  similar-priced  car  on  the  market.  ThoiiLrh  the  automobile 
braiicli  of  the  business  has  assumed  extensive  ]irc>[><jrti< 'iis,  tlic  Inis^t^v  hrrxnch 
of  the  business  has  not  been  allowed  to  languish,  but  is  looked  after  care- 
fully, both  in  the  manufacture  and  sale.  The  present  officers  of  the  Zimmer- 
man Mfg.  Co.  are  as  follows:  President,  Elias  Zimmerman;  vice-president, 
C.  C  Schlatter,  if  !t.  W  ayne;  secretary-treasurer  and  general  manager,  John 
Zimmerman  In  iln  sjilctidid  snrrcs  wliirli  has  characterized  tliis  com[)any, 
John  Zininiernian  iias  (>c(  ii  an  niii"irianl  t;u"!f»r.  for  he  is  a  man  of  acknowl- 
edged business  ability,  sagai  ity  uiui  iar-st<;lneihiess,  who  has  won  and  retains 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  ah  who  have  had  dealing;!  with  him. 

In  the  civic  life  of  the  community  Mr.  Zimmerman  lias  taken  an  intel- 
ligent interest  and  ha>  contrilnited  in  a  dcfiiiit^^-  measure  to  the  advancement 
and  improvement  i  f  tin  city.  In  i8()8  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  town 
lK)ard.  while  in  kkkj  he  was  elected  a  nieml)er  of  the  city  council  rind  was 
re-elected  in  1902,  thus  serving  six  years.  During  this  period  many  im- 
portant improvements  were  made,  including  the  electric  light,  water  worics 
and  the  sewer  system,  while  the  paving  of  the  streets  was  begun.  Mr.  Zim- 
merman is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  and  has  been  active  in  the  work 
within  its  province. 

On  May  20,  1891.  Mr.  Zimmerman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Clara  E. 
Altenburg,  the  daughter  of  Henry  .Mtenburg.  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Nellie,  who  graduated  from  the  Auburn  high  school 
in  14)11 ;  Joseph,  now  a  student  in  high  school,  and  Lois,  who  is  also  in  the 
public  who<il.  Religiously.  ATr.  Zimmerman  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  McUiodi.st  Episco|>al  church,  in  which  Mr.  Zinmierman  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school  for  thirteen  years,  or  until  his  resignation  in 
1910.  He  and  his  family  are  popular  in  the  social  life  of  the  community, 
and  to  the  son  Joe  bdongs  the  distinction  of  having  originated  the  stt^n 
now  used  by  the  Commercial  Gub.  The  club  offered  a  prize  in  the  spring 
of  1912  for  the  best  slogan  for  Auburn.  an«l  the  one  suggested  by  T^e  Zim- 
merman, ".Auburn  I'orever.  with  Hf>nest  Kndeavor."  \va<;  nwnrded  tlie  ])ri7.e 
and  on  March  26,  1912.  was  ail<<t4ed  as  the  slogan  of  the  club.  Personally. 
John  Zimmerman  is  a  man  of  genial  and  kindly  impulses,  who  easily  makes 
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friends,  whom  he  always  retains.  He  holds  worthy  prestige  in  business  and 
industrial  circles,  being  regarded  as  distinctively  a  man  of  affairs  and  wield- 
ing a  potent  influence  among  those  with  whom  he  associates^ 


MILO  J.  THOMAS. 

The  two  most  strongly  marked  characteristics  of  both  the  East  and  the 
West  are  combined  in  the  residents  of  the  section  of  country  of  which  this 
volume  treats.   The  enthusiastic  enterprise  which  overleaps  all  obstarU->  and 

makes  possitilc  almost  any  undertaking  in  the  compnra(i\ i  l\  lu  w  and  vigor- 
ous Western  stales  i«;  here  tempered  by  the  stable  and  mnw  careful  pnlicy 
which  we  have  borrowed  from  our  Eastern  neighbors,  ami  the  combination 
is  one  of  peculiar  force  and  power.  It  has  been  the  means  of  placing  this 
section  of  the  country  on  a  par  with  the  older  East,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
ducing a  reliability  and  certain!^'  in  business  affairs  which  is  frequently  lack- 
ing in  the  West.  This  happy  comliination  of  cliaractiri'^tir';  is  |M)v«e«<cd  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Milo  J.  Thomas,  a  leading  citi/en  and  successful 
business  naau  of  Coruima,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana. 

Milo  J.  Thomas,  to  whom  the  enterprising  town  of  Conmna,  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  is  largely  indebted  for  its  present  prosperity,  is  a  native  of 
the  county  in  which  he  now  lives,  and  was  born  on  August  15,  1.S61.  He  is 
a  son  of  Daniel  and  I'llizalK-th  (  RrrkctuvaH )  Thomas,  hnth  nf  nhoin  were 
natives  of  the  state  of  Olmi,  tlu  iallicr  horn  at  1-onisvillc.  Daniei  i  honias 
came  to  Indiana  in  an  earl}  day.  settling  in  Richbnd  township,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  vocation  of  farming  with  splendid  success  until  his  retirement, 
when  he  movetl  to  Connma,  where  he  now  resides.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
and  an  older  ^i^tcr.  Altnira.  v,  lio  died  in  infancy,  were  the  only  childicn  horn 
to  him.  Milo  J.  Thomas  received  his  preliminary  edtication  in  the  common 
schools  of  DeKalb  county,  and  then  went  to  Valjxaraiso  University,  this  state, 
where  he  attended  one  hundred  and  six  weeks,  and.  thus  welt  qualified,  he 
engaged  in  the  pedagogical  profession  and  for  eight  years  was  numbered 
among  the  successful  teachers  of  this  locality,  his  summers  lieing  emploved 
as  a  clerk,  in  wliirh  he  c^aini-d  valuable  mercantile  evperiencc  and  familiarized 
himself  with  luisiness  methods  .and  idea.s.  In  iXHH  Mr.  Thomas  engaged  in 
the  general  mercantile  business  at  Corunna,  carrying  a  general  line  of  luird- 
ware,  lumber  and  farming  implements,  his  hardware  st<Kk  including  a  well 
selected  tine  of  heavy  and  shdf  hardware,  stoves  and  ranges,  and  in  the  con- 
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duct  nf  tliis  cntcTprtM.*  he  swnicd  lo  have  nu  t  a  lont^-fdt  want,  for  hi^  Mjocess 
was  nuiablc  irom  tlic  heijinning.  This.  Mutc^s  was  not  accomplislud  wiihnut 
much  lurd  labor,  indciaiigablc  ctTort  and  a  persistency  tlial  would  brook  no 
obstacles,  and  twice  during  his  Inisiness  career  he  was  visited  by  disastrous 
fires,  first  on  May  9,  1889,  and  again  on  July  32,  1895,  but,  undaunted  by 
ap{iarent  disaster,  Mr.  Thomas  ai  ome  rebuilt  and  nsiockcd  his  new  store 
and  has  now  the  enviable  reputation  of  ownini::  llu-  largest  and  l>C'~t  c(inip|)cd 
Jiardware  and  implement  store  in  the  state,  llu  >ize  i)f  the  town  considered. 
Among  the  hardware  men  (.>f  Indiana  Mr.  Thomas  luis  long  enjoyed  a  high 
reputation,  both  because  of  his  business  snccci^s  and  because  of  his  high  stand- 
ing as  a  man,  and  he  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  Indiana  Uetail 
Hardware  Healers'  .Association,  an  honor  (le>erved  by  him  and  thoroughly 
appreriatcil  Me  was  also  choseu  a  ilelegate  to  the  National  Hardware  Deal- 
ers' A>.v)€ialion,  which  convetie*!  at  |ack>«>nville.  l-'lorida.  On  NovciiUxr 
15,  1897,  Mr.  Thomas  engaged  in  the  kinking  business  under  the  name  of 
the  Thomas  Kxchange  Bank,  and  in  this  enterprise  his  judgment  was  again 
vindicated,  for  the  Thomas  Exchange  Bank  has  grown  in  importance  and 
influence  until  today  it  is  tmc  of  the  lea<linLr  banks  of  HeKalb  CMunty.  It 
also  has  the  honor  of  being  one  ol  the  fifteen  hun<lred  banks  in  tlte  !'nitfd 
Slates  v\hich  liave  won  a  place  on  the  Kfill  of  |-l<ine>r,  which  means  liial  tiie 
surplus  and  undivided  profits  are  greater  than  the  capital  siinrk.  Mr.  Tlumias 
is  now  president  of  the  DcKalb  County  Rankers'  Association.  Always  on 
the  lookout  for  an  op|K)rtunity  to  advance  local  conditions.  Mr.  Thomas,  in 
l8<»^  succeeded  in  getting  telephone  ci  inimunication  with  the  outside  world 
and  the  (  onmna  Tcleplione  Fxrbange.  which  was  established  in  1807.  be- 
came one  ot  the  ino»t  [)opular  public  utilities  of  this  locality.  ICventually 
Mr.  Thomas  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  same,  but  to  him  .belongs  the 
credit  for  its  establishment  here.  Mr.  Thomas  also  for  a  number  of  years 
held  important  interests  in  the  Gininna  Flouring  Mill.«i,  and  in  many  other 
ways  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  and  influential  factors  in  the  ad- 
vancemeti?  t,f  the  commercial  interests  of  this  thriving  town  Sound  mental 
powers,  iin  incil)le  courage  an<l  a  delerniinetl  pin  |j4i.'>e  that  hesitates  at  no 
opiMJsition  has  so  entered  into  his  com|iositi(m  as  to  render  him  a  dominant 
factor  in  the  business  world  and  a  leader  of  men.  He  is  essentially  a  man 
of  affairs,  of  sound  judgment,  keen  discernment,  rare  acumen,  far-seeing  in 
what  he  undertake-"  and  every  enterprise  to  which  he  has  addressed  himself 
has  resulted  in  liberal  financial  returns.  His  success  in  lite  has  been  the 
legitimate  fruitage  of  cimsectilive  elTorl,  ilirecled  and  controlled  by  good 
judgment  antl  correct  pruiciples. 
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On  September  17,  1885,  Mr.  Thomas  married  Vesta  Kline,  dte  daugfa* 

ter  of  Henry  J.  and  Elmira  S.  (Harding)  Kline.  Mrs.  Thomas's  father  was 
bom  in  Huron  county.  Oi:io,  and  her  mother  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 
Elmira  Harding  was  a  dauglucr  of  Dimniick  Harding,  who  cauw  fiom  .Ww 
York  state  to  DeKalb  county,  settling  in  Richland  township.  He  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  Mrs,  Thomas,  who  was  lx>m  June  a6,  1868,  and 
Archie,  bom  in  December,  1872,  and  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  Henry 
J.  Kline  came  to  DeKalb  county  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  with  his  {Kirents, 
John  and  t'atlierine  ((iei-;!!.-!- )  Klitic.  wh<t  settled  in  Kichland  township,  their 
former  home  having  been  iii  Crawtord  comity.  Ohio,  anti  he  was  married 
to  Hlmira  Harding  in  i86j.  After  tlie  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Kline 
married  Elma  Reynolds,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Jeannette  Reynolds, 
who  had  come  to  DeKalb  county  from  New  York  state.  He  died  on  July 
I,  £900-  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  have  been  bf>rn  five  childreti,  namely: 
Harn-  K  ,  horn  March  24,  1887;  Rerth.i  M  .  Mnrch  5.  i88c);  Charles  A., 
July  16,  1894;  Hugh  A„  July  27,  i8<){);  \\  ibna.  OcIcIkt  26,  k/k).  Hugh 
A.  Thomas  was  accidentally  shot  and  killed  by  a  com|»anion  on  Febaiary  26, 
191 1. 

Thus  in  brief  have  been  given  the  leading  facts  in  the  eventful  career 

of  a  man  whom  Corunna  honors  as  a  sucn-ssful  busiiie>s  man,  [niblic-spirited 
citizen  and  a  man  wlir.s;t'  private  life  will  <tand  tlie  tf>t  (d  scrutiny.  I'inally. 
in  him  there  are  cr>iiil)ined  the  «|iialities  of  head  and  he.irt  tliat  win  cfinfidence 
and  beget  friendship,  and  in  the  locality  which  lias  so  long  been  honored  by  his 
citizenship  no  one  enjoys  to  a  higher  degree  the  good  will  of  all  know  him. 


MICHAEL  KIPLINGER,  JR. 

Among  the  well  known  citizens  of  Waterloo,  lndi;ina,  who  are  num- 
bered aiiioiig  (he  cnterjirising  and  pr^igressive  citizens  of  DeKalb  ronnty,  is 
Michael  Kipimger,  Jr.,  wiio  was  i)orn  on  April  20,  1846,  in  Ashland  ci>unty, 
^lio,  and  is  the  son  of  Michael  Kiplinger,  Sr.,  and  wife.  The  subject  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  state,  secured  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  then  adopted  the  profession  of  teaching.  He  came  to  Waterlw  and  here 
followed  the  pedagogical  prf>fe<'^irin,  having  anumg  hi->  pu]»ils  Mora  Den- 
nison,  the  daughter  of  ("n.rirge  and  ]W\7.:\  (FcmuT  i  Dtunisori.  On  May  31, 
1871,  he  and  Flora  Dennison  were  united  in  marriage  and  for  a  time  there- 
after he  gave  up  tcachitig  and  became  a  salesman.   Afterwards  he  took  up 
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carpentering,  which  lias  been  his  chief  occiip<ition  since,  Imt  he  is  a  good 
all  around  mechanic  and  has  l>€en  employed  at  variuus  lines  of  work.  From 
the  time  of  his  marriage  he  resided  at  Waterloo.  He  is  a  strong  Democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  for  a  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  party  work. 
He  was  elected  dty  clerk,  which  office  he  filted  for  three  years.  He  has  alad 
served  as  secretary  of  the  Xortheastern  Indiana  Agricultnral  Association 
for  frve  consecutive  years.  To  him  and  his  wife  liave  l»een  horn  six  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Viola  May,  the  wife  of  Frank  Myers,  oi  Waterloo;  Olive  H., 
wife  of  Ralph  L.  Thomas,  cx-sheri(f  of  DaKalb  county,  who  lives  at  Auburn, 
and  who  is  represented  dsewhere  in  this  work ;  Or[^  Estella,  wife  of  a  Mr. 
Ladd,  and  after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  of  Rev,  Browne,  a  minister  of 
the  Evany;elical  church;  Bertha  Belle,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Graham,  a  dentist 
at  Auburn;  Delia  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  L.  Hine,  a  dentin  at  Tuscola, 
Illinois;  Cora  Delilah,  the  wile  of  Albert  Btig;irt,  who  lives  at  .Mbion,  Mich- 
igan. The  motto*  of  these  chiUren  was  bom  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  on 
Octdier  29,  185 1,  and  when  a  jFcar  old  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Wood 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1868,  when  they  moved  to  Waterloo, 
this  county.  Slie  died  on  August  31,  1886.  shortly  Ix-fore  her  thirty-fifth 
birthday  and  when  her  oldest  child  was  a  girl  of  but  fiftt  en  rears  and  the 
yoimgest  only  three  years  old.  The  father  kept  the  children  together,  assisted 
by  his  sister,  for  a  year,  or  until  the  older  children  were  ahle  to  keep  house 
atid  care  for  the  younger  ones.  Mr.  Ki|dingcr  still  resides  at  Waterloo,  being 
now  sixiv x  ven  years  old,  but  is  still  activtl\  (.iiL:aL:i  d  ai  his  work.  He  is  a 
memlx;r  of  the  lnde|>cndent  Order  <  ■(  Odil  Id!,  .u  s.  and  l)ccause  r)f  his  con- 
sistent life  and  hii^h  por'ifinal  rbararu  r,  lu'  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


t.  Ul A  )M:L  AUBREY  L.  KUHLMAN. 

A  due  measure  of  success  invariably  results  from  clearly  defined  pur- 
pose and  consecutive  effort  in  the  affairs  ,  >f  Ufe,  bitt  in  following  out  the 
career  of  (me  who  ha*-  trained  success  In  Ins  own  ortOrts  there  n-mc^  into 
view  the  intrinsic  induidualily  which  makes  such  aceouiplishinenl  p«»>iljle. 
Such  attributes  are  evidently  possessed  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who, 
during  all  his  manhood  years,  has  been  prominent  in  commercial  and  indus- 
trial life,  and  who  has  impressed  his  personality  upon  the  lives  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.   He  has  always  stood  ready  to  identify  him- 
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self  with  his  lejlow  citizens  in  any  good  work  and  extend  a  co-operative  hatid 
to  advance  any  measure  calculated  tp  better  the  condition  of  things  in  bis 
community,  tiiat  will  give  better  government,  elevate  mankind,  insure  higher 
standards  of  morality  and  the  highest  ideals  of  a  refined,  ennobling  cut:  ire, 
being  a  man  of  public  spirit  anfi  correct  conduct,  aand  cen joying  the  conrnkncc 
and  esteem  of  all  who  knr>\v  liini,  by  reason  of  these  commendable  character- 
istics, coupled  with  a  genial,  gentlenianly  address  and  a  heart  of  charitable 
and  hospitable  impulses.  Indeed,  po  family  in  OeKalb  county  has  been  better 
or  more  favorably  known  than  that  represented  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
the  name  Kuhlman  standing  for  prognos,  upright  manhood  and  loyat  pat- 
riotism. 

Auhn  v  Linden  Kulilni:in  was  iM>ni  in  Auimrn,  DeKalh  countv,  Indiana, 
on  l>ctcuil>Li  iS6y,  :uid  is  the  son  of  Enos  and  Amanda  (Kluxlefer) 
Kuhlman.  Eiios  Kuhlman  was  bom  at  Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  the  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Hoover)  Kuhlman,  whose  ancestors  originally  came 
to  tbis  country  from  Germany.  Enos  Kuhlman  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Canton,  and  in  youn^  nianhnnd  came  tf)  Aulnirn,  Indiana.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  o(  the  Rclicllii  m,  l^nos  Kuhlman  enlisteri  as  a  private  in  Company 
K,  One  Hundred  and  Tlnrty-ninth  Regiment  Indiana  X'ohintecr  Infantry,  in 
which  cjomnfand  one  of  his  company  comrades  was  Wtnfield  T.  Durbin,  ex- 
governor  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Kuhlman  rendered  gallant  and  faithful  service 
to  his  country  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Auburn.  Here 
he  t)ecamf  a  salcMiian.  irax  eline  the  ijreatcr  part  ol  tlie  time  tnitil  i8on,  when 
he  went  to  Mulhall,  Oklalionta,  where  lie  has  since  been  successfully  engaged 
iij  the  general  mercantile  business. 

Sooh  after  his  return  from  the  ^rmy,  Enos  Kuhlman  married  Amanda 
Lorena  Rhodefer,  who  was  bom  and  reared  near  Auburn,  the  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Feagler)  Hhodefcr.  Elizabeth  Feaglir  wa?  a 
granddaiif^hter  of  Henrv  Fcairlrr,  whn  \va<;  a  captain  in  the  war  nf  \Hi2, 
and  Colonel  Kuhlman  has  tiow  in  hi.s  possession  a  military  order  addressed 
to  Captain  Feagler  at  Frederickstown,  Maryland,  during  that  second  war 
witii  England.  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Rhodefer  came  to  DeKalb  county 
from  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  in  1845,  locating  first  about  three  miles 
northwest  of  Auburn,  but  cventuallv  nvn  itnj  to  a  farm  two  miles  south  of 
tliat  city,  where  thev  '^pent  t!ie  reni.iiiKler  c^f  llieir  lives.  To  Fnr.<  and 
Amanda  Kuhlman  were  l)orn  hve  children,  the  eldest,  Clyde,  being  killed  al 
school  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  a  daughter.  Genera  Nevada,  the  young- 
(22) 
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est,  dying  at  tlie  age  of  three  years.  The  three  living  at  the  time  tliis  volume 
is  printed  are  Col.  Aubrey  L.  Kuhlman,  William  O.  and  George  W.,  all  of 
Auburn,  Indiana. 

Aubrey  I..  Kuhlman  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  in  Auburn  and 
secured  his  education  in  the  jnihlic  schnnls  here,  graduating  from  the  high 
sdiuol  with  the  class  oi  1887.  L'pon  completing  his  studies  he  took  em- 
^oyment  with  Kulihnan  Brothers,  a  lumber  company  at  Auburn,  with  whom 
he  spent  a  little  over  three  years,  transferring  thence  to  the  lumber  firm  of 
A.  Lewis  &  CV)tni).-my,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  joined 
the  Auburn  Manufacturinfj  ("onipany  in  the  capacity  of  hiniher  inspector, 
and  in  January,  1S94.  l)ecanK*  olVuc  inaiiai,'cr  for  that  concern.  Soon  after- 
wards he  was  elected  secretary  of  the  conijiauy,  and  a  year  or  two  later  he 
was  alsoma<fe  treasurer  of  the  com|>any,  holding  both  offices,  and  for  several 
years  carried  the  additional  resjmnsibilities  of  general  manager.  Several 
years  later  he  was  niadt-  a  director  of  the  C(mi]KUiy  and.  excepting  six  months, 
when  he  was  in  active  niililary  service  durin<r  the  Sp.iiii-Ii  AnuTican  war,  he 
was  Cf.ntinuously  identified  with  this  concern  until  l-ehruary  10.  i<>(>6.  On 
that  «iale  CoKhicI  Kuhhn:iii  received  his  cotnn)i.s>ii*n  a>  i>i».stuui.s{er  of  .Xulmrn, 
and  served  four  years  in  that  c:i|xu-ity,  or  until  Alay  i,  1910.  His  adminis- 
tration of  the  iKistofiice  was  characterized  by  the  same  careful  attention  to 
details  and  to  the'v^ants  of  llie  patrons  of  the  ofticc  that  has  characterized  him 
in  all  his  business  atYairs  and  lii^-  lelutions  with  his  fellows,  rmd  hi-  niTicia! 
record  was  such  as  to  win  for  him  thr  approv.il  of  the  de|»artnieut  and  the 
commendation  of  the  cunmiunity.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  post- 
master, Cdonel  Kuhlman  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Zimmerman 
ItCanufacturing  Company,  having  less  than  a  day's  vacation  between  engage- 
ments, and  he  remained  with  the  Zimmerman  Company  until  the  spring  of 
r9i2.  He  llieii  ('njf'wd  a  vacation  of  several  nmntlis,  after  whicli  lii'  l<»ok  a 
position  as  niana^'-  r  nt  ihe  Anu-'la  factory  ot  the  \nliiirn  \iiti  imuljile  (.'om- 
pany,  and  served  in  liiat  capacity  until  August  1,  191  when  lie  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  main  office  in  Atibum,  where  he  holds  a  responsible  position, 
being  one  of  the  most  valued  and  appreciated  members  of  the  splendid  force 
which  is  making  this  concern  one  of  the  most  successftd  manufacturing  enter- 
prises of  the  state  Possessing  exectitive  .ind  .idministrati\  t  ability  of  a  high 
order.  Colonel  Kulihnan  is  also  a  man  of  tact  and  sound  judgment  and  his 
relations  Iwih  with  iiis  employers  and  the  men  under  him  have  been  mutually 
pleasant  and  agreeable. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


339 


For  many  years  tlie  subject  oi  this  sketch  has  been  deeply  interested 
in  military  affairs  and  more  than  a  score  of  years  ago  he  organized  at  Auburn 
a  company  of  the  National  Guard,  of  which  he  was  elected  captain  on  the 
date  of  its  muster  into  service,  January  12,  1892.  On  March  25,  i897>  be 
was  GORinnsnoaed  a  major,  and  on  tile  outimak  of  the  Spanish-American 
war  he  reported  at  Indianapolis  for  duty  with  his  regiment  on  April  26th 
and  was,  on  May  10,  1898,  commissioned  as  major  and  had  command  of  a 
battalion  of  fmw  linndrc<l  and  thirty-fivf  nfticffi  and  men.  his  command  being 
a  part  of  the  t>ni-  liundri'd  I'iftv  -- tnenth  Indiana  \"oIun(cer  Infantrv.  fr-r  (he 
United  Stales  vohmtec-r  service,  svrvinj;  as  such  until  mustered  out  of  that 
service  on  November  i,  1898.  His  regiment  was  mobilised  at  Chickamauga, 
<jcorgia,  leaving  Indianapolis  on  May  15th  and  arriving  at  Chickamauga  on 
the  17th,  under  the  command  oi  General  Brooks,  nutving  on  June  1st  to 
Tampa,  Florida,  and  on  July  2«)th  were  transferred  to  l>rnan<1iiia.  en  the 
Atlantic  cKi-^f  of  l''Iorida  Thf  res^inu'nt  left  I'crnandina  'Hi  August  30th. 
arriving  at  IiRliaiiajMilis  Septemi)er  2nd.  renuiining  there  until  mustered  out, 
excepting  a  furlough  i^ertod  for  the  entire  regiment  from  September  loth 
imtil  October  10th.  The  battalion  tinder  Major  Kuhlman's  command  com- 
prised the  companies  from  Angola,  Waterloo.  Auburn  and  Ligr>nier.  After 
the  war  the  Indiana  National  Guard  \va«  re-or^nnized  and,  on  April  jy,  lono, 
the  subject  ol  this  sketch  was  again  commissioned  as  major.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant-colonel  on  December  1 1,  1909,  and  on  I'ebruary  i,  1913, 
was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  I'hird  Regiment,  made  up  of  the  twelve 
eompames  whose  home  stations  are  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Attbum,  Angofai,  Columbia 
City,  Monticello,  South  l'>end,  IMymrmth,  Rensselaer.  Albion,  Warsaw. 
Goshen  and  KIkhart  and  the  Viaiul  at  Perti.  Hi«;  entire  military  service  has 
been  characterized  by  duty  promptly  and  intelligently  perfornied  and  he  is 
held  in  high  esteem  among  his  brother  officers  of  the  Guard.  As  a  company 
commander,  he  took  part  in  Governor  Matthews'  campaign  against  prise 
fighting  at  the  Roby  arena  in  September,  1893.  when  a  lot  of  toughs  and 
sporting  men  from  Chicago  threatened  to  override  the  laws  of  Indiana.  In 
1894,  during  the  threat  <1rike  of  the  American  Railway  l^^nion,  he  had  com- 
mand of  the  detached  mditary  post  at  Whiting,  Indiana,  which  was  gar- 
risoned by  the  two  companies  from  Auburn  and  Fort  Wayne.  On  January 
4,  1908,  the  National  Guard  was  called  to  Muncie  to  assist  in  suppressing  the 
rioting  during  a  strike  on  the  street  and  intenirban  lines,  twelve  companies 
of  infantry  and  one  battery  of  artillery  being  called  into  service,  and  during 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


340 


IXBRALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


the  latter  half  of  the  service  Colonel  Kuhlman  had  command  of  the  entire 
force  On  November  6,  191 3.  the  entire  Nntinnal  Guard  of  Indiana  was 
called  to  Indianapolis  to  protect  life  and  property  in  connection  witli  the 
Strike  of  the  street  railway  emijloyee*,  and  during  this  period  of  duty  Colonel 
Kiihtntan  had  command  of  a  force  consisting  of  fifteen  com[ianies»  eleven 
con^panies  of  his  own  reuMinent,  three  companies  of  the  Second  Regiment 
and  one  company  of  the  I'lrst  Regiment. 

Colonel  Kiililni.urN  \v;ir  horse,  "Harrv,"  a  product  of  DeKalb  county, 
who  carried  him  througli  the  Spanish-American  war  and  in  army  maneuvers 
during  fifteen  years  following  the  war,  died  January  5,  19 14,  at  the  me  of 
twenty  yours. 

On  December  25,  1895,  Aubrey  L.  Kuhlman  was  married  to  Joste  B. 

Shidl,  who  wa-^  born  and  reared  in  this  county,  northwest  of  Auburn,  the 
daughter  of  ILh  W.  and  Adaline  (dinger)  Shull,  who  now  reside  on  a  farm 
about  a  mile  from  the  place  where  Mrs.  Kuhlman  was  born.  Immediately 
after  the  completion  of  her  education,  Mrs.  Kuhlman  became  a  teacher  in  the 
sdiools,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  engaged  in  the  millinery  busi- 
ness in  .'\uburn.  Mrs.  Kuhlman  is  prominent  in  church,  club  and  social 
circles  Mr.  Shull  is  a  prosperous  fnrmcr  and  public-spirited  citizen,  owning 
more  than  three  iiundred  acre?>  ot  uiKnl  hmd.  He  has  been  a  life-lou;^  resi- 
dent of  this  locality  and  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  To  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Kuhlman  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Helen,  a  beautiful,  talented  and 
affectionate  girl,  beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 

Fraternally,  Colonel  Kuhhnan  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  while  he  is  also  a  meni!)er  of  the  Spanish-American  War  V^et- 
erans,  his  comrades  insisting  uiM»n  nanung  the  Auburn  camp  ot  Spanisli  War 
Veterans  Kuhlman  Camp,  in  his  honor.  In  local  civic  affairs  he  has  long 
been  a  prominent  figure  and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Auburn  Com- 
mercial Club,  which  he  ser\'ed  as  president  two  years  and  for  three  years  as 
a  member  of  the  hoard  of  directors.  When  the  Agricidtural  Exhibit  at 
Auburn  wa«  firiifinated,  foli  tal  Kuhlni:in  pr()jM>sed  the  idea,  drew  up  the 
plans  of  organization  antt  had  a  leading  part  in  the  development  arid  consum- 
mation of  the  affair,  a  plan  for  the  exhibition  of  agricultural  products  so 
different  from  the  time-honored  county  fair,  and  so  successful  in  its  results 
that  it  has  been  copied  in  many  states  of  the  Unicu  .ni  l  the  very  first  year  of 
its  operation  it  produced  such  a  splendid  display  of  agrii  iiral  products 
from  DeKalb  county  alone  that  at  least  a  half  dozen  state  fairs  in  Uie  Central 
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fltates  were  outclassed  by  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  products  displayed 
by  DeKalb  county,  this  statement  being  the  v<^untary  testimony  of  visitors 

who  had  seen  the  state  f.iirs  and  it  is  generally  conccdetl  that  the  AgriciiUural 
Exhibit  which  Cok>iicl  KuMi^kui  i  ri<;iii;ill\  prr |), xttl  and  planned  has,  hy 
means  of  the  attention  whidi  ii  h;i>  attracted  t  >  this  cminty,  increasctl  the 
value  of  every  acre  of  land  in  Delvalb  county  at  least  fifty  per  cent. 

In  1902  Colonel  Knhlinan  puhli^ied  a  book  whkh  brought  to  Us  author 
the  very  highe^st  encomiums  from  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in 
.America,  .statesmen,  anthnrs.  ev  ant^eh^ts.  jjencrals,  clei^vmen  and  ])nl)lishers, 
and  almost  from  the  day  of  his  jTraduatioti  his  \  iT^atile  pen  has  I)cen  called 
upon  from  every  direction.  Tn  this  crmiucti' n  \vc  are  templed  to  inchide  in 
this  sketch  several  of  the  conmients,  taken  at  random  from  the  many  similar 
ones: 

"Unusually  beautiful — have  read  it  with  pleasure." — Gen.  Lew 

Wallace. 

"I  am  (loliL;htcd  with  it.  It  will  do  sjroat  <,'(u.d  (ri  all  who  read  it  and 
is  worthy  of  a  place  in  every  American  home." — Ira  1).  Sankrv. 

"An  invaluable  iielp  10  young  people.  It  contains  'nuggets'  <>l  very 
great  value." — Governor  W.  T.  Durbin. 

"Major  Kuhlman's  booklet,  'Nugf^ts  of  Gold,'  will  he  wonderfully  help- 
ful to  any  life.    There  is  no  (|iiesti(m  as  to  its  vahie."^ — C'haiil:iiii  Medhnry. 

"The  vohimc  i-^  lKa\i(ifnl1y  gotten  up  and  the  exters(»r  <l(tes  homage  to 
the  nobility  of  sentiment  i)etween  the  covers." — Col.  dcorge  M.  Studehaker, 

"The  selection  of  paragraphs  has  been  exceptionally  happy  and  it  is 
certainly  such  a  volume  as  might  be  presented  to  anyone  and  through  any 
medninir  with  pride  and  satisfaction." — Youth's  (;!ompanirai. 

Roosevelt,  Taft,  Hitchcock,  Marshall.  Hanly  and  many  other  dis- 
tinguished men  have  commended  the  honk,  hut,  although  ColfHu  l  Kiddman's 
book  received  such  commendation  as  very  few  hooks  ever  receive,  it  has 
never  been  placed  upon  the  market  or  offered  for  sale. 

A  man  of  many  sterling  characteristics  of  head  and  heart,  among  his 
contemporaries  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  record  as  replete  with  toilsome 
duty  faithfully  ^>er formed  in  all  the  walks  of  life  as  Colonel  Kuhlman's,  while 
hi<?  career  in  the  humble  sphere  of  private  citizenship  has  been  such  as  to  com- 
mend him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  city  an<l  county  where  he  has 
kmg  maintained  his  residence. 
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It  is  with  a  great  degree  of  iiatisfaction  to  us  when  we  advert  Ut  the  life 

of  one  who  has  made  the  roiitilj  path  of  life  smooth  by  untirinfj  perseverance, 
attaining  success  in  anv  vfHntion  requirinfj  definiteness  of  purpose  and  dcter- 
niincd  action.  Sucli  a  lile.  whether  it  Ix:  one  of  calm,  consecutive  endeavor,  or 
of  sudden  tneteoric  acconipUshnients,  must  alxjuud  both  in  lcs:>un  and  incen- 
tive and  prove  a  guide  to  the  young  men  whose  fortunes  are  still  matters  for 
the  future  to  determine.  For  a  niimljer  of  years  the  late  Alfred  Kellcy  di- 
rected his  efforts  towards  the  gtial  of  success  in  Waterloo,  Indiana,  and  by 
patient  continuance  won  pronounced  prestige.  Hut  it  is  f)y  no  tiieans  an  easy 
task  to  (iescril>e  within  the  limits  of  this  review  a  nun  who  led  an  active 
and  eminently  useful  life  and  by  his  own  exertions  reached  a  position  of 
honor  in  the  line«  of  husines.s  with  which  lie  was  interested.  Rut  biography 
and  memorial  history  find  jnstitirati<>tt.  nevertheless,  in  tracing  and  recording 
such  a  life  hi.itory.  as  thf  public  claims  a  certain  property  interest  in  the 
car«'er  i>»  evi  ry  intli\  idual  ami  the  time  invariably  arrives  when  it  becomes 
aU\  i>at}ie  to  give  the  right  publicity.  It  is,  then,  with  a  certain  degree  of  sat- 
isfaction the  dironicler  essays  the  task  of  touching  briefly  upon  such  a  record 
as  was  that  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  memoir,  for  many  years  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  \\  alerloo  and  who  desi-rvrd  in  i-very  respirt  the 
lai^e  success  he  attained  and  the  liigb  t  steein  in  which  lu-  was  nni^  t  r--  iHn  I  n  !d. 

Alfred  Kelley,  who  during  hi'-  lift-tim*-  was  familiarly  known  among  his 
friends  as  "Ab,"  was  l«»ru  at  \\'iM>.stcr.  \\  ayne  c<inniy.  C)hi<i,  on  May  i6, 
185 J,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Eugene  Kelley.  in  Waterloo,  Indiana, 
on  June  5,  xgii.  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  son  of  Joshua  and 
Martha  (.McOillis)  Ki-IUv,  whose  children,  six  in  number,  were  as  follows: 
Charles,  wlm  flied  in  Waterloo,  in  1012;  Mrs.  I'lorinda  Marvin,  who  now 
r<»^-des  in  Iowa:  Mrs.  Samantha  Beard,  of  Waterloo;  .Mfred,  the  immediate 
subject  of  tliis  memoir;  Cyrus  and  Mrs.  Enmia  J.  Fee.  lx)lli  of  whom  died 
several  years  age*.  Jo.shua  Kelley  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  son 
of  Thomas  Kelley.  After  his  removal  to  Ohio  he  married  a  Miss  Durst, 
who  died,  leaving  a  daughter,  EHzaheth.  Tlu-  lattei  marrietl  an<l  spent  her 
entire  life  in  Ohio,  being  now  dccrased.  I'vcntnally  Joshua  Kellcy  marriH 
Mrs.  Martha  {  .McCrillis)  W  ard.  tlM«  widow  of  Jonetli  W'anl.  She  was  born 
in  Ireland  and  accomi).'uiied  her  part-ius  on  their  emigration  to  the  Ignited 
States.  Her  mother.  wIk>  died  in  Wayne  cmmty.  Ohio,  livetl  to  the  remark- 
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able  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years.  By  her  first  tnarriage  Mrs.  Ward 
became  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  EUiabeth. 

About  1850  Joshaa  KeHey  came  to  DeKalb  county  and  entered  probably 
abcmt  lour  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Sniithfiekl  townsiiip.  He  was  here  sev- 
eral time?;  .itttTwnrds.  looking  after  the  land,  and  .ifi«  ut  1855  he  moved  his 
family  here,  l  lie  lami  wa.s  new  and  to  the  clearing.  culti\;aii'n  nnd  improve- 
ment of  this  farm  he  devoted  himself  closely.  His  place  was  tar  trom  scliools 
and  largely  because  of  that  fact  he  bought  the  Porteriield  farm,  nitAT  Taylor's 
Comers,  in  Franldin  township,  where  the  land  was  improved,  including  an 
orchard,  and  situated  near  schools.  There  he  established  his  permanent  home 
and  remained  wnU]  lii^  ilc;Uii,  uliiHi  occurml  in  iSf  j,  I)v  which  time  he  had 
l)ecome  (|uite  well-to-do.  lU  liad  inlieritcd  one  hundred  and  sixfv  acres  of 
land  from  his  father,  who  hml  come  here  before  his  son  Joshua  and  l)ougiu  a 
farm  near  Hamilton.  Joshua  had  al$o  bought  other  land,  beconiing  the 
owner  of  about  seven  bwidred  acres  of  land  in  DeKalb  county  and  other 
lands  in  Ohio.  He  was  survived  many  years  by  his  widow,  who  passed  away 
inMarcIi,  1808. 

Alfred  Kcllc\  .iccrdnpanied  hi<=  p.ircnts  on  tiieu  iimnval  to  Smithtield 
township,  this  enmity,  in  1855,  being  at  that  time  but  three  years  old,  and 
he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  He  remained  on  the 
home  farm  until  about  1873,  when,  reaching  his  majority  and  mheriting  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  r>f  land  and  some  ready  mtm^  from  his  father's 
estate,  he  moved  to  Waterloo  and  for  soxrral  \-ears  carried  on  a  hrokeraffc 
bii>infss,  ih(High  al  the  same  time  he  gast  aUeiitinn  tr»  tlie  clearing  and  im- 
provement of  his  land.  About  1895  Ivelley  bought  the  Locke  Hotel,  at 
Waterloo,  from  his  father-m-law,  Simon  J.  Locke,  and  continued  its  operation 
with  marked  success  and  financial  profit  until  1910,  when,  on  account  of 
failing  health  and  the  heavy  demands  of  his  other  business  interests,  he  re- 
tirH  fn.ni  the  hutil  f  u^iness.  During  his  management  the  well-established 
reputation  oi  the  house  was  ably  maintained  and  it  continued  to  lje  a  favorite 
stopping  place  for  the  traveling  public  for  many  years.  About  1899  Mr. 
Kell^  established  the  Waterloo  telephone  exchange,  under  the  Bell  system, 
installing  the  first  switch-board  in  his  hotel,  with  thirty  subscribers.  How- 
ever, giving  to  the  telephone  business  the  same  careful  attention  and  sound 
business  management  that  rhnracterized  him  in  everything  to  which  he  ad- 
dressed him.self.  the  new  business  l)ccame  popular  and  .soon  grew  to  sucli  an 
extent  that  it  was  necessary  to  secure  more  room  for  it  than  could  be  secured 
in  the  hotel.  In  1910  Mr,  Kelley  erected  the  present  exchange  building,  where 
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there  is  ample  room  for  switchboards  and  odier  necessary  appliances.  This 
modem  brick  building,  completed  early  tn  191 1,  stands  as  a  monument  to  his 

progressive  spirit  and  faith  in  the  community  where  he  lived. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kelley  wa'^  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
in  whose  councils  lu-  was  a  irctpKnl  lit^iirc,  being  chairman  of  the  county 
central  committee  for  a  time.  As  a  partial  reward  for  his  fidelity  to  his  party 
and  his  earnest  labors  in  its  behalf  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Waterloo 
under  President  Qeveland,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  position  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  dc-partmoit  and  the  patrons  of 
the  office.  He  al«>  served  in  an  offical  capacity  in  the  municipality  fnr  several 
terms.  Fraternally.  .Mr.  Kelley  was  an  ap|)reciative  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  in  his  religious  views  he  was  always  in  accord  with  the  creed  of 
the  Presbyterian  diurch,  of  which  he  became  a  member  before  his  death. 

On  January  i,  1877,  Alfred  Kelley  was  united  in  marriage  \Vith  .Ada 
Locke,  who  was  born  in  T(>le<Io.  (.)hio,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Simtm  ].  and 
Wattie  (  .McCormick)  l  .ncke  Tn  Mav.  !K66,  lu  r  faiinlv  removed  to  Water- 
loo, where  her  father  engaged  in  the  rcstauranl  business,  winch  he  continued 
here  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  during  that  iwriod  he  enjoyed  a  large  pat- 
rotiage,  especially  during  the  esirlier  years,  when  all  the  trains  on  the  I.Ake 
Shore  railroad  stopped  at  Waterloo,  many  of  Mr.  Locke's  patrons  being  rail- 
road men.  When  the  restaurant  was  first  opened.  Mrs.  Kelley,  then  a  girl  of 
foiirleen  year>,  waited  on  ihe  talilf^  and  her  uniform  courtesy,  cheerful  dis])o- 
sition  and  constant  efforts  tft  jjlease  the  patrons  of  the  restaurant  made  a  last- 
ing impression  on  the  railroad  men.  who  gave  substantial  evidence  of  their 
regard  for  her  and  their  appreciation  of  her  courtesies  by  presenting  her  with 
a  beautiful  gold  watdiand  chain,  valued  at  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars. Inside  the  case  were  engraved  t!u  wf^rds,  "Presented  to  Miss  Ada 
Locke  by  the  Kmploves  <>t  the  .\ir-I.ine  Division  nf  T.  S  ^t  S  R  R  Jtme 
20,  1872."  After  Mr.  Lcxkc  had  run  this  restaurant  for  about  twenty  years, 
he  bought  the  Lent  Hotel,  renamed  it  the  Locke  Hotel,  and  ran  it  until  1895, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Alfred  Kelley.  He  moved  to  Bryan,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  husiiu  — .  l>nt  ,i!>i  lU  ix  months  later,  while  lack  in  Water- 
loo on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Kelley,  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  and  died.  His  wife 
relainrd  her  residence  at  Hrvan  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  December, 
1906,  and  the  hotel  business  there  is  now  continued  by  her  daughter.  Miss 
Cora  B.  Locke.  Beddes  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Cora  B.,  there  were  five  other  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Adelhert.  familiarly  kno^vn  as  "Del,"  runs  the  Bliss  Hotel 
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at  Bluttton,  Indiana;  Ilattie  is  the  wife  of  VV.  P.  Nolton,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania ;  Rev.  Richard  Earl  Locke  is  pastor  of  the  Presb\terian  church 
at  Rutherford,  New  Jersey;  Eflie  is  the  wife  of  O.  £.  Siegfried,  of  Toledo; 
Gtacie  died  about  1874,  at  the  age  of  two  yrars.  To  Alfred  and  Ada  Kelley 

were  born  three  children,  namely:  Blanche  E.,  the  wife  of  Andrew  Maselle, 
who  h  ensraj^ed  in  tlu-  .'ititntriohile  bn«tne«!<i  in  Snn  I-'miu  iM  i > ;  l'".ugenc,  who  is 
represented  by  a  personal  sketch  elsewhere  in  tliis  work;  iiessie  is  the  wife  of 
R.  J.  Nisbet,  manager  of  a  surgical  instrument  house  in  Qitcago.  and  they 
have  two  children,  Richard  Kelley  Ntsbet  and  Ada  Blanche  Nisbet  Mrs. 
Kelley  still  resides  in  the  old  home  in  Waterloo.  She  is  an  eanicst  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  its  various  activities,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Pythian  Sisters. 
She  is  a  lady  of  many  gracious  qualities  of  head  and  lieart,  moves  in  the  best 
aodal  ctreks  of  the  contmumty,  and  is  wdl  Uked  by  all  who  know  her. 

Personally,  Mr.  Kelley  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  caliber  and 
during  the  [period  of  his  residence  in  Waterloo  he  was  a  prominent  factor  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  community.  He  was  a  progressive  man 
in  the  hntridc^l  seti^f  «vf  the  term:  realizing  the  wants  of  the  in'OpIe,  he  tried 
to  supply  ilie  dematKis  ot  the  vicinity  honored  by  his  citizenship.  He  was  a 
consistent  man  in  all  he  ever  undertook,  and  his  career  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  was  utterly  without  pretense.  In  business  matters  he  was  alert  and 
sagacious  and  during  his  later  years  his  real  estate  transactions  reached  large 
proportions,  rif  sti  nj.:  doine'^tir  tastes,  he  was  \  ;tv  ijenernTis  in  liis  treat- 
ment of  his  family,  tu  tlie  nKinhcrs  r>f  which  he  made  niaiiN  substantial  gifts, 
one  gift  being  the  Telephone  Kxchanjje  buikiing  to  his  wile  as  a  Christmas 
present,  while  at  Christmas  time  his  usual  gift  to  each  of  his  children  was  one 
hundred  dollars  or  something  equally  substantial.  When  Mr.  Kdley  realised 
that  his  end  was  approaching  he  made  a  verbal  statemeiu  as  to  the  maimer  in 
which  he  desired  his  property  U>  iu  di-trtfuited  aninnt;  his  wife  and  chiklren. 
He  was  a  jjood  hu'^b.and  and  1'.tilur.  faidifiil  and  loving;  a  <jfood  citizen  and 
frientl,  constant  anti  reliable;  a  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word.  Genial 
and  companionable,  he  was  fond  of  a  joke,  and  in  his  home  he  was  uniformly 
kind  and  cheerful,  the  brightness  of  his  own  life  driving  away  all  clouds  from 
the  hofne.  Physically,  a  large  man.  with  strong  and  pleasing  features,  he 
possessed  to  a  notable  (li'groe  those  qualities  which  het^et  friendships,  and 
there  wa«;  prohaltly  nut  another  man  in  the  coimnunily  who  was  held  in  higher 
esteem  by  all,  regardless  of  politics  or  professions. 
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JAMES  GEORGE  LAWHEAD. 

Among  the  men  of  high  personal  attainment  and  exalted  character  who 

have  reflected  honor  on  DeKalb  county,  and  at  the  same  time  attained  to  a 
conimcnd:i!ilc  [k  ^hinn  rini«>nt,'  their  fellow  men,  was  the  gentleman  whose 
name  apijears  at  the  liead  of  tins  review,  a  man  who  in  every  walk  in  life 
performed  his  full  part  and  gave  his  unreserved  support  to  every  movement 
lor  the  public  welfare  and  who  in  his  daily  life  so  lived  as  to  earn  the  can- 
fidenw  and  good  will  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

James  G.  Lawhead  was  l)orn  in  Jackson  township,  DeKath  county,  In- 
diana, on  October  i.  1844,  and  was  a  son  of  Bt-nianiin  and  Mary  Jane 
(Essig)  Lawhead.  Of  the  subject  s  ancestral  history  it  may  be  stated  that 
his  paternal  grandparents,  James  and  Martha  Lawhead.  came  to  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  from  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  1839,  and  here  the  father 
died  in  1854,  and  the  mother  in  March,  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  cliildren.  Of  these,  Benjamin,  father  of  the  suhject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Fayette  conntv,  Peiuisylvania.  on  April  1.  1820.  acc<>m|tanie(l  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Ohio  in  1834  and  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in 
1839.  The  family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  sonthem  part  of 
DeKalb  county,  and  were  numbered  among  the  progressive  and  influential 
citi/.ens  of  thai  li>i;ility.  In  1843  Benjamin  Lawhe.id  married  Mary  Jane 
Kssig,  who  was  l)orn  in  Stark  county.  Ohio,  in  i8ji.  and  in  1851  Mr.  T.aw- 
lic.u!  h<itit,'ht  the  homestcid  in  section  17.  They  were  the  parent*^  <>t  two 
clnldren.  Jameb  G.,  the  inunediate  suWject  of  this  sketch,  and  Qiroline,  who 
become  the  wife  of  Charles  L.  Cool,  of  Auburn. 

James  G.  Lawhead  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  near  the  center 
of  Jackson  township,  where  he  resided  until  his  marriage,  on  April  17, 
1870,  to  Wealthy  H.  Nelson,  wliose  de.illi  occurred  «in  April  27,  1877.  leav- 
ing two  children.  Willian)  B.  ;ind  Oueen  \'ict<*ri:i.  the  latter  subsefpiently 
becoming  the  wile  of  Eli  Anistulz,  of  Allen  coiuiiy.  tins  slate,  and  she  is  the 
mother  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  William  Benjamin 
Lawhead  marrictl  Sarah  McKinley  and  is  the  father  of  three  children,  and 
lives  in  the  rust  end  of  Butler  township,  this  count v  Alter  Mr.  l^twhead's 
first  wife  <lied  he  resided  with  his  parents  until  .SeiitinilK r  i,  1879.  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  I'.liza  W  aller,  wlio  was  horn  one  mile  north  of 
Jackson  Center  in  Jackson  ti»wn.slii|),  .November  27.  1851.  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  ( Nixon  1  Walter.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  near  Ch^-ille.  the  son  of  Christian  and  Margaret  (Keester) 
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Walter*  while  her  mother  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Joseph  Walter,  after  his  marriage  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  came  to 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  about  1856,  being  numbercil  among  the  first  settlers 

here  and  enterwl  a  ^^ectinn  of  povernnicnt  land,  the  journey  from  Ohio  to 
this  state  btiii.i;  made  in  tlie  typical  pioneer  watjon.  Here  he  and  his  wife  es- 
tablished tlifir  frojiiier  home  anti  UvcU  here  during  tlie  remainder  of  their 
lives.  Mr.  Walter  gave  his  attention  to  farming;  in  which  he  was  eminently 
successful,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
They  became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  thirteen  grew  to 
maturity.  Aftir  Afr  T,;nvhead's  second  marriage  he  and  his  wife  live<l  a 
year  with  his  jxirents,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  lM)ught  eighty  acres  of 
land,  the  nuclens  of  the  farn»  on  which  Mrs.  l^wiiead  now  lives.  They 
lived  near  tliai  place  for  two  years  and  then  moved  back  to  his  father's  farm 
in  order  to  care  for  his  fiarents  until  his  mother's  death.  In  the  spring  of 
1887  they  movcil  in  ilic  present  home-tend,  wlu  re  they  have  lived  until  the 
present  time.  Mr  I-awhtad"'-  iailuT  livid  with  them,  remaim'ng  there  until 
his  death,  nine  years  later,    in  Mr,  l.  iwheatl,  the  suhftrt  of  thi«  sketch, 

built  the  present  residence  and  niiidc  many  other  substantial  and  pcrmanei;t 
improvements  on  ^  farm,  which  made  it  one  of  the  best  in  the  locality.  He 
owned  at  the  time  of  his  death  three  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  and  was 
counted  among  the  substantial  anil  representative  agriculturists  of  the  county. 
In  his  younfft  r  (!.a\  s  Mt  T..iwhea<l  had  been  eni;aged  ti>  some  extent  in  ii  acli- 
ing  school,  but  farming  was  his  main  vocation  throughout  his  life,  anil  in 
this  vocation  he  attained  an  cnvialile  success.  Politically,  he  gave  liis  support 
to  the  Republican  party,  but  was  too  busy  a  man  to  indulge  much  in  political 
affairs.  To  James  G.  and  Eliza  Lawhead  were  1»m  five  children,  namely: 
Walter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  throe  years  ( .rrirucle,  the  wife  of  Jesse  Het- 
riok.  will)  li\T?  on  the  home  fnrm  ami  is  tin  moiher  of  two  sons.  Ruster  and 
St  huyler;  Frank,  who  lives  in  Detroit,  stuilied  law  at  the  State  L'nivcrsity  at 
Bloomington  and  has  traveled  e.Ntensively ;  Kirby  marrietl  Cecil  Townley, 
and  lives  one  mile  south  of  the  old  home  farm :  he  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Virginia  and  Violet;  Nixon  is  a  student  at  the  State  University  at 
Bloomington,  Indiana. 

^fr,  T^awhead  died  (in  ^Tarrh  27.  ff)!^.  an<l  his  death  was  universally 
mourned  throughout  the  locality  where  he  was  ac(|uainted.  for  there  were 
combined  in  his  make-up  those  elcntents  whicii  commendeil  him  to  the  goixl 
will  and  esteem  of  alt  who  knew  htm.  He  was  not  only  a  loving  and  faith- 
ful father,  a  kind  and  indulgent  httsband.  but  to  all  those  with  whom  he  came 
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in  contact  he  hnrc  kindlv  relations  anc!  at  all  tiim-^  endeavored  to  spread  the 
gos|.)el  "f  !r,>.  xl  I  licer,  being  .!,ri  iuToii>  iii  his  attitiidf  tnwnrd  others.  roi,'ard- 
less  of  their  faults  or  foibles.  A  man  of  gooU  judgment  and  ripe  experience 
he  was  often  sought  for  advice  by  those  starting  out  in  life's  battles  and  he 
cheerfully  and  wisely  advised  those  who  sought  him.  The  best  that  can  be 
said  of  any  man  may  he  truthfully  said  of  Mr.  Lawhead,  nanulv.  tliat  the 
world  was  fxun  for  his  having  lived.  an<1  though  he  has  pa-^^f^!  i..  tin  liett^r 
world  his  iiilliume  'itill  pervades  the  lives  of  tho.se  who  came  within  the 
range  of  his  life  and  characier. 


FRANK  W.  WILLIS. 

Not  too  often  can  be  repeated  the  life  story  of  one  who  lived  so  honorable 

and  useful  a  life  and  attained  io  such  notable  distinction  as  he  whose  name 
api)cars  at  the  hearl  of  this  sketch,  w  ho  \va«  one  of  ihc  most  eneees'^rnl  and  dis- 
tuiguisheci  newspaper  men  of  northea>icriJ  Indiaiia.  liis  character  was  <inc  of 
signal  exaltation  and  purity  of  purpose.  Well  disciplined  in  mind,  maintain- 
ing a  vantage  point  from  which  life  presented  itself  in  correct  proportions, 
guided  and  guarded  by  the  most  inviolable  principles  of  integrity  and  honor, 
simple  and  unostentatious  in  his  self-respecting,  tolerant  individuality,  such  a 
man  could  not  prove  f)tlier  than  a  force  for  '^nfx]  in  whatever  relation  of  life 
he  may  have  been  placed.  His  character  was  the  ixisitive  expression  oi  a 
strong  nature  and  his  strength  was  a?,  the  number  of  his  days.  In  stutlying 
his  career  interpretaticHi  follows  fact  in  a  straight  line  of  derivation  and  there 
is  no  need  for  indirection  or  puzzling.  As  the  day.  with  its  morning  of  ho|>c 
and  promise,  its  noontide  of  activity  and  accomplishment  and  its  evening  of 
completed  and  successful  efTortc,  so  was  the  life  of  ili-s  nrimd  and  honored 
man.  His  career  was  a  lont,'.  hns)  and  useful  oiu\  and  hr>  name  i--  re\  ere<l  by 
ail  wiio  liad  occasion  to  come  into  contact  witli  him  on  life's  pathway.  His 
life  was  one  of  consecration  to  his  calling,  and  well  does  he  merit  a  place  of 
honor  in  every  history  touching  upon  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those  who  have 
gi\  en  the  l)est  of  their  powers  and  talents  for  the  aiding  and  betterment  of 
their  kind. 

Frank  W.  Willis  was  born  in  Syracuse.  \e\v  York,  lunc  13.  1842.  and 
dieil  at  his  home  in  \\  aterltx).  indiaiu.  May  17,  1913.  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  eleven  months  and  six  days.  He  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Emerline 
(Hewitt)  Willis,  and  came  to  this  county  in  1844  when  his  parents  located 
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on  a  tract  of  land  in  Richland  township,  vvhert*  they  resided  itntt!  1864.  at 
which  time  they  moved  to  Waterloo  when  llic  srnior  Mr.  Willis  was  tlccteil 
sheriff  of  DeKalb  county.  The  subject  ut  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
fofm  belonging  to  his  father  and  attended  the  common  sdiools.  In  addition 
to  this  he  attended  the  sdiools  at  Auburn  and  Waterloo,  and  also  spmt  some 
time  at  the  Orland  Scnn'nary.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  offered  his 
services  to  the  United  State'?  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  outbreak  and  en- 
listed as  a  rnonibcr  of  Company  K.  Knrty-fonrth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  his  country  for  over  three  years.  Dunng  these  years  01  .sei\  icc  he 
spent  the  best  part  of  his  life  for  his  coimtry,  and  engaged  in  the  battles  of 
ShUoh,  Chidcaniauga,  Stone^s  River  and  other  important  engagements,  and 
was  wonaded  three  different  times,  but  was  always  ready  to  do  his  duty  as  a 
soldier. 

.^fter  his  discharge  Mr.  Willis  w  :is  appointed  assistant  assessor  and 
deputy  collector  of  the  tenth  congressional  district,  by  vV  iiiiain  Pitt  I'cssender, 
secretary  of  the  treasury  under  President  Johnson.  For  four  years  he  dis- 
charged his  duties  in  this  capacity  widi  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  superiors. 
Soon  after  the  war  he  commenced  to  practice  before  the  department  of  in- 
terior, and  as  a  claim  agent  <?enircd  many  pensions  for  old  soldiers  and  their 
widows.  He  was  well  known  ainone^  the  soldiers  of  the  r(»unty  arid  elsewhere 
and  had  many  tender  comrades  who  thought  of  him  during  his  illness  and 
were  Idnd  to  him.  After  his  return  from  the  anny  he  was  stricken  with 
violent  illness  and  at  times  suffered  greatly,  due  to  his  exposure  in  the  service 
for  his  country.  At  times  regaining  his  health,  he  tiiought  that  he  would 
eventuallv  become  stroniifer,  and  for  a  nnmher  of  year<^  was  much  iinj)roved. 
but  after  the  fire  of  1896  he  again  lost  his  health,  and  from  that  date  adually 
failed,  although  he  held  on  to  life  always  with  a  tenacious  grip,  and  his  sturdy 
constitution  gave  him  courage  to  live  as  long  as  he  could,  until  he  had  passed 
the  three  score  years  and  ten.  Many  a  time  he  seemed  cheerful  when  he  was 
sufferintj  from  pain  that  cannot  be  described.  He  enjoyed  his  home  and 
reared  ;i  I:irm-  faniih-.    On  January  i,  Mr,  Willis  fomu-d  a  partner-hip 

with  1'..  P.  Dickinson,  and  the  new  firm  bought  out  the  Waterloo  rnss.  tiien 
owned  by  C.  K.  Baxter.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Willis  had  editorial 
chaise  of  the  paper  and  later  bought  out  the  interests  of  his  partner  and  con- 
tinued the  Press,  being  in  editorial  diarge  until  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
1867  he  purchased  the  book  store  of  H.  K.  Davis  and  with  C.  K.  Baxter, 
purchasing  that  of  T.  'N'.  Dickinson,  the  two  then  consolidated  their  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Baxter  ^l"  Wi1H«;.  Tn  December,  iS^jS.  Henry  Willis, 
father  of  the  late  deceased,  purchased  the  interest  in  the  book  store  of  Mr. 
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Baxter,  and  the  firm  was  then  known  as  Willis  &  Company,  and  leiiinmetl  so 
until  1896,  when  in  February  of  that  year  their  business  was  destroye<l  by 
fire,  induding  that  of  the  Waterloo  Press.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Frank  W. 
Willis  and  his  son.  Herbert  C,  formed  a  partnership  and  continued  the 
publication  of  the  Waterloo  Pr<xf,  and  also  MMCeeded  the  firm  of  Willis  & 
Company  in  the  book  and  stationery  hti-stne^s,  Henrv  then  retiring 

from  active  business  on  account  of  his  age.  h  rorn  the  time  ol  liis  eiiterinc^  the 
newspaper  business  Mr.  Willis  was  actively  identified  with  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  county  and  community,  and  always  conducted  an  editorial  column 
in  the  paper  up  to  the  time  of  his  last  illness. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  lie  was  elected  to  the  state  Legislature  as  represeiilft' 
tive  from  this  county.  iKiiiL'  elccteil  by  the  largest  maiorif\'  ever  arrordrd  ?\ 
Rejniblican  in  this  county  to  that  otiice.  which  spoke  for  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  voters  of  the  county.  After  serving  for  two  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  foremost  in  the  passage  of  good  legislation,  he  re- 
tired from  active  (lolitics.  Ixtt  was  always  active  in  the  interests  of  his  party 
until  his  health  failed  to  such  an  extent  that  he  could  not  longer  take  active 
part  in  the  work  However,  he  was  vrr\-  forceful  in  his  editorial  writings, 
and  was  anient i\  enthusiastic  in  advocating  his  party  principles  so  long  as  he 
believed  tliem  right. 

When  a  > oung  man  Mr.  Willis  joined  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Waterloo,  and  remained  an  active  member  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  never  missed 
attending  services  when  he  was  at  Inmie  and  w  A  detaiiud  h\  ill^e^^.  As  a 
worker  in  the  Sunday  school  he  was  a  teacher  fitly  \eai<.  \k'\\\<!,  arti\e  in  that 
work  at  tiic  tiiue  of  his  death.  He  served  as  super irucndcni  of  tlie  Sunday 
school  for  many  years,  and  also  was  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  Sunday  school 
conventions,  both  in  county  and.  in  earlier  years,  in  the  state  conventions. 

.Among  the  many  beautiful  trihutcs  to  the  life,  work  and  character  of 
Mr.  Willis  was  the  following  from  John  B.  Stoll.  the  veteran  journali'^t  of 
Sotith  Piend  and  life-lotig  friend  of  the  deceased:  "He  wa^  what  I  consid- 
ered the  ideal  country  new  spaper  man — discreet,  vigilant,  intelligent,  consid- 
erate, conscientious,  patriotic.  His  death  is  a  distinctive  loss  to  iSbit  newspa- 
per fraternity,  as  well  as  to  the  community,  which  for  many  years  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  his  inspiring  example  and  his  well  directed  efforts  for  civic 
nghteo!i';ne'^s  and  the  mornl  uplift.  Thoiii,di  now  ntimlKTed  nmong  t!ie  dead, 
hi'i  spU-iidii!  reeiird  as  a  man,  citi/en  and  patriot  will  li\e  loiii;  in  the  memory 
of  those  who  prize  nobility  of  purpose  as  cardinal  virtues  of  man." 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  there  should  be  incorpor^ed'  in  this  memoir 
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the  splendid  tribute  pdid  the  deceased  by  his  son  and  business  nssociate:  "In 
the  passing  away  of  the  senior  editor  of  this  paper,  the  coniiiuinity  loses  one 
of  it»  oldest  citizens,  and  a  man  who  has  been  identified  with  public  interests 
to  a  very  large  extent.  As  a  man  he  lived  a  life  that  stood  for  itsdf.  No 
comment  is  necessary  as  to  his  character.  He  was  possessed  with  a  Christian 
character  that  stood  fnrernfist  in  his  life.  Since  a  young  inan  he  was  inter- 
ested in  Sunday  school  and  clnircli  work  and  nctive  up  to  tlie  time  of  his 
last  illneas.  As  a  soldier,  his  active  service  stiuuls  as  a  triimlc  t(»  his  loyalty 
to  his  countr)'.  As  a  man  for  right,  he  was  always  found  unflinching  for  all 
that  was  good  and  honorahie.  As  a  business  partner  the  writer  has  been 
activdy  associated  with  him  for  the  past  seventeen  >'ears,  and  during  all  that 
time  has  been  in  such  close  relationship  that  he  knew  him  better  than  anyone 
else  ont'^fde  the  immediate  family  circle.  .\s  ?(  pnrrtU  for  river  two  score 
verify  llic  writer  knows  that  he  has  always  1k-cii  kind  and  loxiiijj  and  bnd  a 
desire  tiiat  his  children  should  be  trained  in  honorable  paths,  and  that  they 
should  live  such  lives  that  they  would  be  as  ready  to  be  called  to  their  eternal 
homes  as  he  was.  During^  the  twenty-nine  years  that  he  has  been  at  the 
editorial  head  oi  this  paper  he  has  been  honest  in  hh  editorial  opinions,  and 
while  there  lia\  c'  been  many  incident^  that  ]jtrli;ip<  ha\e  been  left  uncovered 
in  his  ctliiinial  writing-;,  his  sc^pe  has  Ijcen  su  general  tliat  it  was  made  plain 
where  he  stood  on  all  important  subjects  of  tlie  day.  His  writings  have  been 
widely  copied  and  no  doubt  he  will  be  missed  among  the  journalists  of  the 
state.  All  the  years  that  he  has  been  broken  in  health  he  has  done  his  part 
in  making  life  cheerful,  not  only  to  himself,  but  others  as  well.  The  close 
association  in  business  causes  a  srricf  on  the  part  of  the  writer  that  but  few 
can  understand.  It  is  hard  to  i'iL;lit  life'^  battles  and  it  is  hartl  to  ^ivc  tlu-ni 
up.  He  lias  fought  for  his  life  and  was  ready  to  give  up  at  the  call  fit  the 
Master.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  no  one  can  dispute  that  he  has  been  con- 
sistent in  his  life's  habits,  and  he  had  the  confidence  ol  his  friends  and  those 
with  whom  he  had  done  business.  The  end  came  like  a  shock,  and  while  it 
ha?  been  known  for  some  time  that  he  could  not  get  well,  yet  while  there  w^as 
life  there  was  liope.  and  at  !a<t  that  Impe  vanished.  Tlu-re  tiiight  be  no  more 
fitting  tribute  to  be  paid  a  father  by  a  son  than  to  say  he  has  been  a  good 
father  and  one.who  has  done  all  he  could  in  rearing  a  family  of  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  today  survive." 

On  September  27,  1868,  Mr.  Willis  was  united  in  marriage  witii 
Tosephine  EHcktnson.  who  was  horn  in  Auburn.  Indiana,  on  May  17,  1850. 
the  daughter  of  Timothy  R.  and  Mary  (Younj^nnan )  Dickinson,  her  father 
having  been  at  one  time  one  of  the  most  prominent  attorneys  in  DeKalb 
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county.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  drafting-  officer  for  this  county  and 
thus  filled  a  very  diflkult  position,  which  inevitably  aroused  animosity  and 

enmity  among  many,  especially  those  Southern  sympathizers  who  then  in* 
fested  this  localily  and  who  as^attlted  him  with  stone?,  egf,'s  and  other  missiles, 
so  that  at  limes  it  was  necessary  tor  him  to  Ix-  j,niarded  by  his  inciid^  He 
was  even  asked  by  a  committee  ironi  ins  church  to  resign  his  uienihcrship  be- 
cause of  his  strong  anti-slavery  views,  but  he  was  fearless  and  upright,  stood 
staunchly  for  freedom  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  national  union.  Soon  after 
the  war  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  north  of  Waterloo  and  laid  it  out.  naming 
it  Waterloo  cemetery  and  incorporating  an  association  to  ow  n  and  control  it. 
There  have  been  several  additions  to  this  cemetery,  the  last  one  beinj::^  laid  out 
by  Frank  W.  Willis.  i'roL»ably  twice  as  many  people  have  been  buried  th«re 
as  oomprise  Ae  present  population  of  Waterloo.  For  awhile  Mr.  Dickinson 
practiced  law  In  Auburn,  but  eventually  moved  to  Waterloo,  where  he  lived 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Willis,  who  lived  at  home  until  her 
marriacfc  to  Mr.  W^illis,  hail  attended  Oherlin  rntlsM^'e  and  also  had  received 
some  academic  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  were  born  nine  children,  six 
sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Herbert  Qyde,  who  was  his  faliier's 
business  partner  and  associate  for  a  number  of  years,  and  who  is  now  editor 
and  owner  of  the  Waterloo  Press,  being  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
by  a  specific  sketch;  Mary  Gertrude  is  the  wife  of  James  P.  Hornaday,  news- 
paper corresjKjndent  at  \\  ashington,  D  C. ;  I'rKl  I  is  connected  with  the 
Hearsey-Willis  Company,  automohile  ikalers  and  hirycle  iiuuui iactnrcrs  at 
Indianapolis;  Raymond  £.  is  postmaster  at  Angola,  Indiana,  and  part  owner 
of  the  StevbsH  RepiMkan;  Edward  D.  is  also  interested  in  the  Steuben  Re- 
puhiUm;  Dora  E.  is  the  wife  of  R.  G.  Dilts,  of  Waterloo:  Frank  B.  is  en- 
gaged in  the  automobile  business  In  Indianapolis :  Josephine  lives  at  Waterloo 
and  Wdliam  H.  is  engaged  in  employment  at  Indianapolis.  These  children 
all  received  good  e(lnr;i(i(  in--  and  have  heen  rrare<l  fo  honoraMe  manhood  and 
womanhood,  a  credit  aiike  to  their  community  an<l  an  honor  to  their  parents. 


JACOB  D.  LEIGHTY. 

A  publication  of  this  nature  exercises  its  most  important  function  when 
it  takes  cognizance,  through  proper  memorial  tribute,  of  the  life  and  labors 
of  so  gofKl  a  citizen  a";  wa«;  Tarnli  O  T. eighty,  who  was  for  manv  years  one 
of  the  best  known  business  men  and  most  representative  citizens  of  DeKalb 
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c^^nty,  Indiaui4,  ivavtttg  be«n  an  influetui«il  ta<;u>r  in  ihc  gcacr«il  dcv  vlupnicnt 
of  the  comiDunity.  He  ever  stood  as  an,  exponent  of  the  most  loyal  cUissea- 
diip  and  was  a  noUe  peraonaUty  wbose  memory  wiH  be  kxic  dierislicd  and 
venerated  in  the  comnimi^  to  wbose  civic  and  material  progr«sft  |(f  con- 
tributed in  a  most  generous  measure.  A  man  of  gr^t  business  capacity  and 
of  the  highest  principles  of  tnte^Tity  and  honor,  he  made  his  inflticnco  felt 
along  diverse  lines  and  he  was  long  a  leader  in  the  pronioiiun  of  legit>»ute 
enterprises  which  conserved  the  general  welfare  of  the  city  aud  coitnty  of 
his  adoption.  He  matured  his  jdans  carefully  and  patiently  and  ivas  a  man  of 
splendid  initiative  power  and  constructive  ability,  so  that  he  was  well  fitted 
to  become  one  of  the  upbuilders  of  a  thriving;  community.  He  gave  gener- 
ously of  his  superb  powers  in  furtherins;  the  indu:?tria1,  couuuercial  and  civic 
upbuilding  of  the  locality  so  long  liouuretl  by  his  citizenship,  and  his  name  is 
one  that  merits  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  roll  of  those  who  have  worthily 
conserved  such  progress.  His  integrity  was  of  the  most  insistent  and  un- 
swerving type  and  no  shadow  rests  upon  any  portion  of  his  career  as  an 
active  business  man  and  sterling  citizen.  He  had  his  limitations,  as  do  all, 
but  he  gave  of  the  best  of  his  talents  to  tlic  world  and  to  ai<ling  his  fellow 
men.  Mr.  Lcighty  was  a  man  of  impressive  personality,  was  broad  of  mental 
ken  and  had  the  cliaracteristics  which  ever  beget  esteem,  confidence  and 
friendship^  Viewing  his  life  in  its  perspective,  none  can  fail  to  have  an  ap- 
preciation of  his  great  accomplishments  at  a  time  when  such  powers  as  his 
were  at  a  inciriuni.  and  he  should  ever  be  ren'cnil>:Tcd  as  one  of  the  noble, 
kindly  .md  i)ul)lio-spiriti(l  men  of  affairs  who  playt<l  a  ronspicuous.  role  in  the 
development  and  progress  which  cliaracterized  this  section  of  the  slate. 

Jacob  D.  Leighty  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  30th  of  October,  1839.  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Sowai^)  I.«ighty, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  St.  Joseph's  hospital.  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  on 
October  17,  1912,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  third  in 
order  of  Tiirtli  of  the  ten  children  bnrri  to  jt.irent';.  ,inil  he  was  but  four 
years  of  at^e  wiuii  flu-  family  came  to  UeKalb  county.  Jndiana.  Here  he 
was  reared  and  secured  a  good,  practical  education  in  the  contnion  schools, 
in  which  he  became  a  teacher  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  con- 
tinued his  pedagogical  labors  several  years,  and  then  became  a  student  in 
Wittenberg  College,  at  Springfield.  Ohio,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
sophomore  rl;i-~>  .if  the  initftrcik  nf  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  His  patriotic 
spirit  was  quickly  aroused  at  the  attack  on  the  national  flag  and  on  July  8, 
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l86l,  hf  gave  pracucal  evidence  of  his  loyally  ami  courage  by  enlisting  as  a 
nwmber  of  Company  E.  Eleventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  in 
which  he  was  appointed  a  sergeant.  His  military  record  was  a  mo«t  creditable 

one,  charactcrizetl  by  courafie  of  a  high  order,  and  he  took  part  in  a  number 
of  the  most  nntrtlile  -truiL'^gles  of  that  great  contest.  His  fir^t  enijni^emcnt  of 
imiiortaiux  was  that  of  Fort  Henrv,  in  the  sprini,'  ot  iSnj,  after  which  fol- 
lowed the  battles  of  Fort  Doneison,  Shiloh,  Grand  tiiili.  I'ort  Ciibson,  Ray- 
mond, Champion's  Hill,  and  others  of  scarcely  less  importance.  In  the  en- 
gagement at  Champion's  Hill  Mr.  Leighty  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left 
hip  and  was  disabled  from  active  service  for  sixty  days.  \  '\vm  partially  re- 
covcrint^  from  his  wound,  he  tcji  litud  liis  regiment  at  Baton  Rouge,  I-ouis- 
iana.  and  from  there  wrnt  d<)wn  tlie  Mississippi  river  to  New  (Orleans.  He 
served  with  an  exjKrdiiion  uUc>  western  Louisiana,  extending  Ui  Oi)elou.sas 
and  engaging  the  enemy  several  times  on  the  way.  After  his  return  to  New 
Orleans  and  because  of  the  effects  of  his  wound,  from  which  he  still  suffered, 
he  resigned  in  March.  1S64.  and  retttrned  home.  That  Mr.  Leighty  was  a 
good  soldier  was  indicated  In  lii>  snrressi\e  promotions,  to  second  lieutenant 
on  Januan,'  24.  1862,  and  tirst  lieutenant  on  December  ist  of  the  same  year. 

I'p'Ui  his  retniii  to  juaceli:!  pii;>n!ts.  Mi.  I.eight\  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  at  Spencerville,  Indiana,  acquiring  an  interest  in  the  firm  of 
Miller  &  Myers.  Shortly  afterwards  he  and  Mr.  Miller  purchased  Mr. 
Myers'  intere>.t  and  tlie  firm  of  Miller  Company  was  continued  a  year,  when 
the  subject's  father.  John  I. eight).  b'>iiL:nt  Miller's  share,  the  firm  name  being 
changed  to  lohn  Leightv  iK'  Son.  i'lie  liu-^ines*:  was  thn«;  rondueted.  with 
eminent  success,  until  1872,  when  Jacoi»  Leighty  purchasetl  his  father's  in- 
terests and  ran  the  business  alone  until  1874,  when  he  sold  his  mercantile 
stock  to  P.  Bishop.  In  1875,  when  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  was  pro- 
jected through  this  section  to  Chicago,  Mr.  Leighty.  with  the  foresightcdness 
and  sagacity  characteristic  of  htm.  s;»w  the  fiossihility  of  a  thriving  town 
between  Hirksvillc  and  Auburn,  and.  with  this  in  view,  he  and  his  father 
bought  what  was  then  known  as  the  l^iair  farm,  on  which  they  platted  and 
laid  out  what  is  now^  the  town  of  St.  Joe.  Three  years  later  Mr.  Leighty 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the  new  town,  having  associated  him- 
self in  business  with  M.  T.  Bishop.  About  seven  years  later  Mr.  Leighty 
bought  his  i)artner"s  interest  in  the  business,  which  he  thereafter  conducted 
alone  until  about  iKi)  \.  w  lien  he  disposed  of  bi-^  fni'-Tiiess  to  W.  C.  and  C.  A  Pat- 
terson. J.  K.  Stafford  and  M.  E.  Oid.s.  In  many  otlier  ways  he  was  a  pntmineot 
figure  in  the  upbuilding  and  dcvdopment  of  the  town,  having  assisted  in  the 
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<vganization  of  a  hank,  of  which  he  was  elected  president,  owning  an  interest 
in  the  grist  mill  and  other  cntcrpri-^i  s  which  contributed  in  a  definite  way  to 
the  welfare  of  the  town,  especially  in  its  earlier  days,  when  men  of  strong 
character  and  posilivc  action  were  needetl.  Jlc  was  active  in  the  erection  oi 
the  grain  elevator  and  he  built  the  substantial  brick  store  building  now  occu- 
pied by  C  A.  Patterson.  After  moving  to  St.  Joe  Mr.  Letghty  and  his  wife 
first  lived  in  the  residence  which  was  standing  on  the  Blair  farm,  but  later  he 
built  a  comfortable  residence  in  the  town,  just  east  of  the  present  commod- 
ious and  attractive  brick  residence,  which  he  built  in  1880  \o  enterprise 
which  promised  to  benefit  the  cunununity  ever  appealed  for  his  assistance  in 
vain,  for  he  was  public  spvited  to  a  notable  degree.  In  all  that  constituted 
true  manhood  and  good  citizenship  he  was  an  example,  his  career  having 
been  characterized  by  duty  faithfully  performed,  and  by  industry,  thrift  and 
wisely  directed  effort. 

Under  a  full  patre  v.  ule  heading  of  "Our  l  .erulitig  C  itizen  (imie.  "  the 
St.  Joe  Ncn's  made  the  following  editorial  ajmment  on  the  life  and  character 
of  Mr,  Leighty,  the  same  having  special  value  because  of  tint  writer's  long 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  deceased  and  knowledge  of  his  life  and  works: 
*'St.  Joe  has  lost  by  death  its  foremost  citizen,  Hon.  J.  D.  Leighty,  and  by  his 
taking  away  the  town  suffers  an  almost  irreparable  loss.  What  he  did  for 
tlic  j)!are  .ind  lii-  intereM  in  \t'^  welfare  ha<  been  rerojriii^cd  and  .•ti>i)rf"(  iated. 
but  the  full  measure  of  his  worth  will  be  better  known  and  more  fully  under- 
Stood  as  time  reveals  the  extent  of  our  loss.  He  took  what  may  well  be 
termed  a  fatherly  interest  in  the  little  town  that  he  and  his  father,  John 
Leighty.  had  platted,  for.  as  he  had  Iseen  instrumental  in  bringing  it  into  ex-  " 
istencc,  he  t«>ok  just  pride  in  its  acK  ancfmtnt  am!  felt  keenly  any  failure. 
Hence,  with  his  pnckethook.  bis  counsel  and  h\>  hands,  he  stood  ever  ready  to 
help  forward  ail  movements  t^r  the  betterment  of  St.  Joe.  In  every  emer- 
gency he  could  be  depended  uix>n.  and  hi  every  move  for  civic  or  moral  re- 
form, he  never  was  classed  among  the  doubtful  ones.  St.  Joe  feels  its  loss 
deeply  and  our  citi/ens  are  in  mourning.  But  the  loss  is  not  confined  to  St. 
Joe  alone.  In  a  relatively  decreasing  <legree.  as  they  arc  farther  removed 
from  the  scenes  nf  hi<  .activities  an<l  influence,  the  Cfnnitv  and  the  <5late  suffers 
loss  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Leighty.  He  was  a  well  known  figure  in  councils 
outside  the  sphere  wherein  he  chiefly  moved,  always  on  the  side  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  right.*  *  ^  An  honest  man  has  been  styled  'the  noblest 
work  of  God.'  J.  D.  Leighty  was  an  honest  man — honest  in  his  dealings  with 
his  fellow  men;  honest  in  his  outspoken  advocacy  of  the  right,  as  he  saw  it; 


Digitized  by  Google 


356 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


honest  in  his  abhorreiKe  of  hypocrisy  and  sham;  honest  to  biinsdl  ia  shaping 
his  course  through  lite  to  the  <!ictates  of  a  c<mscience  governed  hy  a  high 
sense  of  rigiu  and  wrong.  Men  dlHered  from  him  in  opinion  and  in  judg- 
ment, but  th«y  never  questioned  his  honesty  nor  impugned  his  motives,  lor 
he  stood  out  in  the  open,  never  resiorting  to  questionable  nieansi  and  his  op- 
ponents respected  him.  His  veracity  was  unqucsticmed,  for  his  word  was 
known  to  be  his  bond  of  honor.  His  acts  of  kindncs.s — and  they  were  many 
— were  not  pertOnned  in  puhhc  places  nor  accompanietl  hy  display.  He  was  a 
true  scion  of  tlie  'Pennsylvania  Dutch'  stock,  which  has  left  an  impress  for 
good  upon  many  parts  of  the  country. 

Politically,  Jacob  D.  Leighty  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  EtepuUican 
party  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  ]Nihlic  affairs*  He  was  called  upon  a  number 
of  times  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  a  puhlic  ca|)acity.  always  acquitting 
himself  with  credit  and  to  their  entire  =:ati^frutii  In  1875  he  was  ap- 
pointed postniasit-r  at  St.  Joe,  holilitiii  the  <»Ukc  until  his  election  to  the  oflice 
of  township  trustee,  when  he  resi;;ned.  In  1897  he  received  at  the  liands  of 
President  McKinlcy  the  appointment  as  state  pension  agent,  a  position  he 
aUy  filled  for  four  years.  In  1894  he  was  elected  to  Congress  as  a  Republi- 
can from  the  twelfth  district  by  a  plurality  oi  about  two  thousand  seven 
hundred,  his  election  being  especially  notable  from  the  fact  that  the  district 
was  normally  Democratic  by  from  fifteen  iiuudrcd  to  two  thousand  five  iiun- 
dred  votes — certainly  a  marked  testimonial  to  his  p^jpuhirily  and  ability.  Two 
years  later  he  was  again  the  iKHnitice  of  his  part)-  for  Conjjrcss.  but  was  de- 
feated, though  he  ran  far  ahead  of  the  balance  of  the  ticket  Fraternalty,  Mr. 
Leighty  \\a>;  an  appreciative  iiiemlier  of  the  Masonic  «<r(kr.  in  which  he  had 
received  di-tinctive  preferment,  having  received  the  thirty-third  and  last  de^ 
gree  of  the  ordi  r  in  1889. 

In  March,  1866,  Jacob  D.  Leighty  was  married  to  Kate  A.  Metzger,  who 
was  bom  in  Circleville.  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Judge  Andrew  and  Elizabeth 
(Driesbach)  Metzger,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Judge  Metzger  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  his  family  having  come  orijrinally  from  Pennsylvania.  He  followed 
farmini,'  until  his  removal  to  Fort  Wayne,  in  1853.  he  beitisj  numl>ere<l  among 
the  e.'irK  :vk\  prominent  settlers  of  that  locality.  He  was  interested  there  for 
a  number  of  years  in  j»)urnalism  and  also  served  for  a  time  as  deputy  county 
derk.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  bom  six  children,  namely:  Kate  A.  (Mrs. 
Leighty).  George,  Mary,  Jennie,  Harry  and  Frank,  of  whom  George,  Harry 
and  Frank  are  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leifi^ty  were  h  rn  three  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  only  survivor  being  John  R..  of  Kansas 
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City.  Mr;'.  Leigluy,  who  .still  resttk.s  in  flu-  ok!  fartnl\  home  in  Si.  lor,  is  a 
lady  of  many  graciotis  qualities,  which  havt-  c<  iiinmn<lc(l  her  to  the  love  and 
esteem  of  her  many  friends.  Slie  was  to  her  htjsband  a  lidpmate  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word,  much  of  his  success  in  life  being  due  t6  her  wise 
OOliilld  and  Iht  enconrageinent  whkh  she  gave  htm  in  his  afiair&  She  takes 
a  kindly  interest  in  all  charitable  and  hcncvoUnt  work  in  her  community  and 
her  heart  responds  to  every  appeal  for  help  in  all  good  work. 


COL.  STEPHEN  A.  BOWMAN. 

Great, achievements  always  excite  admiration.  Men  of  deeds  are  the 
men  whom  the  world  delights  to  honor.    Ours  is  an  age  representing  the 

most  electrical  proL;I<^-^  in  all  lines  of  material  activity,  aiul  the  man  of 
initiative  is  one  who  forges  to  the  front  in  thr  Sndii-trial  world,  .\niong 
the  distinctive  captains  <)f  industry  in  northeastern  Indiana,  a  place  of  pri- 
ority must  be  accorded  to  Col,  Stephen  A.  Bowman,  of  Waterloo,  Indiana, 
for  to  him  is  due  the  upbuilding  of  an  industry  which  is  not  only  one  of  the 
most  important  in  his  county*  but  also  one  of  the  most  extensive  of  its  kind 
in  this  .section  of  the  country,  while  the  comparatively  short  time  within 
which  tlie.se  great  results  have  heen  obtained  further  testify  to  his  exceptional 
administrative  power  and  executive  ability.  He  is,  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  term,  a  progressive,  virile,  self-made  American,  thoroughly  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  the  advanced  age  in  which  he  lives,  conducting  all  his 
business  matters  carefully  and  systematically,  and  in  all  his  acts  displayii^ 
an  aptitude  for  siicre««fu1  nianagemcnt.  lie  has  Tint  permitted  the  accimiu- 
lation  01  l  ortiine  to  atlect  in  any  way  his  actions  toward  those  less  fortunate 
than  he,  Ixing  a  most  sympathetic  and  broad-minded  man,  and  has  a  host  of 
warm  and  admirii^  friends. 

StCfdien  A.  Bowman  was  bom  in  Keyset  township,  DcKalb  county.  In- 
diana, one-half  mile  west  of  where  the  county  farm  is  now  located,  on  No- 
vetnlwr  ?,  anH  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Ida  i  llraiun  Bowman.  Joseph 

Bowman,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Berks  county,  Petnisylvania.  uas  liie  grandson  of 
Jacob  Bowman,  who  came  from  Germany  in  1772,  settling  near  Gratz,  Penn- 
sylvania. The  ktter's  son,  SamueU  came  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1817. 
settling  in  Osnaburg  township,  where  he  became  the  father  of  a  large  family 
of  children,  one  of  whom  was  Joseph,  the  father  of  the  snhjcft  of  this  sketch 
Joseph  Bowman  was  born  January  31,  1814,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  came  with 
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his  parents  to  Stark  county,  Ohio.  In  iH^g  he  came  to  DeKalb  county,  In- 
diana, entering  eighty  acres  of  govennucnt  land  at  the  place  where  the  sub-  - 
jcct  was  born.  He  also  bought  other  land  and  sold  some,  so  that  at  the  time  - 
of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  wa& 
twice  married,  first  to  Kvc  Hortz,  to  which  union  ten  children  were  I>orn,  of 
whom  only  one  is  now  livin'jf,  Mr*;  fieorge  C).  lXni<>>n,  of  Aubum,  this 
county.  Some  time  after  ilic  dcatii  oi  his  first  wife.  Air.  itownian  married 
Mrs.  Ida  (Brand)  Tongue,  the  widow  of  William  Ttmgue.  She  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio  and  a  daughter  of  English  parents.  When  she  was  but  an  in- 
fant her  mother  died  and  she  was  reared  hy  a  (lernian  family,  who  talked  thC' 
language  of  the  fatherland,  >o  that  she  thoroughly  learned  the  Gcrinan  lan- 
guage. Years  afterward  she  and  her  brothers  were  brought  togetlier,  and 
as  they  talked  only  English  she  could  not  understand  each  other.  She  wa» 
bom  in  1829,  and  died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  and  lies  buried 
in  the  first  cemetery  at  Auhum  beside  her  husband.  By  her  second  union  she 
became  the  mother  of  ten  children,  of  ulinm  fc.ur  soU'^  arc  living,  namely: 
William,  who  lives  on  a  fnrm  i'wc  ni;U>  uc-t  of  \Vatcilof>.  married  F.lln 
Cltaney,  and  they  have  live  chililreii;  LytHa,  deceased,  was  the  wife  01  George 
King,  and  the  mother  of  four  children;  Eva,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Palmer,  and  left  one  child ;  Stej^n  A.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth :  Frank  lives  on  a  farm  two  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo and  married  V'erna  Kinney,  t  i  which  union  were  bom  «ix  children; 
George  lives  at  Danville,  Illinois,  and  has  l)eai  twice  married.  1  he  other 
four  children  died  in  childhood  or  infancy. 

Stephen  A.  Bowman  lived  on  the  paternal  farmstead  until  about  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  then  for  three  >ears  he  resided  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  George  O.  Denison.  In  the  fall  of  18H3  he  came  <o  Waterloo  and  here 
completed  h;*^  cdncition  in  tlie  high  school.    In  he  entered  the  employ 

of  J.  S.  Sla>l>augli  in  liie  iiandle  factory,  and  on  August  i.  1885.  he  started 
handle  making  on  his  own  account.  At  that  time  his  cash  capital  amounted" 
to  five  dollars,  and  much  hanl  work  and  rigid  economy  were  required  in 
order  to  make  both  ends  meet  in  the  beginning  of  his  bii>iiiess  experience. 
At  that  time  all  the  work  of  M':<king  handles  was  by  hand  ami  yU  1' nMnan's 
first  year's  output  was  ainmi  >/iie  hundred  and  fifty  dozen  handles,  the  major 
portion  of  these  handles  being  niade  for  edged  tools.  Since  that  time  the- 
growth  of  the  business  has  been  nothing  short  of  phenomenal,  machinery 
having  taken  the  place  of  handwork  in  every  respect  possible,  and  now  the 
business  has  grown  to  a  production  of  ten  thousand  dozen  a  year.  Mr.  Bow  - 
man Started  his  business  career  in  a  room  twelve  by  sixteen  feet  in  size.  n\ 
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Ml  old  sawmill,  but  in  \ovetiil)€r,  1886,  he  was  enablctl  to  buy  a  little  building 
northwest  t>f  the  Lake  Sii  irc  nos^inf^  TTc  1ki<  afUIed  to  this  from  time  to 
time  anil  now  lias  a  stilivtaiUia!  l)U!!(lin<4  alimit  t'urlv  l)v  f)nc  hundred  it'ct  m 
size,  wonderluUy  well  equipped  in  every  respect  u»r  liie  work  to  which  it 
is  devoted,  and  an  inspection  of  the  plant  by  those  not  acquainted  with  its 
workings  would  surprise  and  gratify  the  sightseer.  Many  machines  are 
found  here  which  are  almost  hujuan  in  their  apparent  intelligent  action, 
some  of  tlicni  hctntj  vcrv  intricate,  and  one  of  which  took  a  vi-ar  tn  plan. 
Many  of  the  machines  have  been  invented  by  Colonel  Bowman  and  his  son, 
and  many  others  improved  by  them,  so  that  practically  all  of  the  manu- 
factoring  done  here  is  the  prodtict  of  machinery.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
so  simple  a  thing  as  an  ax  handle  is  handled  twenty-eight  times  from  the 
time  it  comes  into  the  shop  with  the  bark  (in  until  it  leaves  the  factor^',  a 
hiii--h(.(I  handle  n.a<ly  for  .shipment.  Thv  ^ho[>  is  equipped  with  its  own 
electric  light  plant,  there  is  above  every  niaciiine  an  electric  fan  lor  the  com- 
fort of  the  workmen,  and  the  plant  is  steam  heated  in  winter  by  exhaust 
steam  from  the  engine.  Colonel  Bowman  has  made  it  a  point  to  use  nothing 
but  the  best  stock  in  his  plant,  and  therefore  his  product  has  earned  in  the 
market  of  the  world  the  hif^hcst  reputation  for  its  suj)erior  quality  and  work- 
manship. The  industry  has  l>een  one  of  the  principal  enterprises  of  Water- 
loo, and  to  Colonel  Bowman  is  due  a  large  meed  of  credit  for  the  stimulus 
be  has  given  to  local  business  life. 

.Aside  from  Ms  business  interests,  Cdonel  Bowman  has  been  deeply 
interested  in  tlie  development  and  pmi^e^s  of  his  community,  and  for  eleven 
years  lie  served  as  clerk  of  Waterloo  and  is  now  an  elKicienl  and  active  niem- 
iner  of  the  library  board. 

In  May,  1882,  Colonel  Bowman  entered  the  Indiana  National  Guard  as 
a  private  in  Company  I  of  (he  Third  Regiment  and  served  in  the  ranks  until 
1887,  when  he  was  apiwinted  second  lieutenant  of  Company  1.  In  iHSg  he 
received  his  cr^sTimi-i^ion  as  rajitain.  in  tMqj  was  pritninted  to  major  and  in 
l8y()  to  heutenanl-colonei,  ami  m  iy<K),  and  ni  iyo,S  agani,  he  was  appointed 
colonel  by  Governor  Marshall.  In  December,  1908,  he  was  in  command  of 
the  First  K^ment,  Indiana  National  Guard,  and  on  February  i.  i9i3>  he 
retired  from  the  service,  having  completed  a  continuous  service  of  nearly 
thirty-two  years,  at  the  time  of  Ids  rctireimn!  Ueinsj;  the  nhie^t  in  point  of 
rontinnoiis  service  in  the  National  Guard,  with  the  exception  of  -Adjutant- 
General  JVIcKee.  Colonel  Bowman  was  called  out  to  prevent  pfiae  fighting 
at  Roby  in  1893,  and  in  1894.  because  of  railroad  strikes,  be  was  located 
twenty-two  days  at  Hammond,  and  was  shot  at  by  strikers.   He  served  a. 
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number  of  times  as  presHtent  of  courts  martml  and  on  courts  of  Inquiry, 
and  was  pre*?ident  of  the  examining  hoard  sixteen  vears  At  the  ioint  tnaneu- 
vers  held  at  West  Point.  Kentucky,  hy  the  National  Guard  of  .several  stales, 
Colonel  Bowman  was  highly  complimented  by  Colonel  Wagner,  of  the 
United  States  army,  a  hig^h  militaty  authority,  and  in  reference  to  the  incident 
the  following  quotation  is  made  from  the  Waterloo  Press  of  that  date: 

"During  the  joint  maneuvers  of  the  United  States  annv  nnd  the  organ- 
ized nnUtias  of  the  various  states  held  at  West  Point,  Kentucky,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1903,  Col.  Arthur  L.  Wagner,  of  the  United  States  army,  chief 
umpire,  maneuvering  division,  in  his  report  of  maneuvers  of  the  Third 
Infantry,  says :  'The  Third  Regiment,  commanded  in  the  absence  of  Colonel 
Stiidel>akcr  by  Col.  S.  A.  Bowman,  for  cptickness  of  movement,  intelligence 
in  t'xrnttincf  orders,  r.i])idity  in  comprclu  tiding  wholly  unexpected  ditficulties, 
good  iraming  in  taking  advantage  01  cover,  the  regiment  was  especially 
commoted.'  The  tribute  is  especially  pleasing  to  Colond  Bowman  and  his 
friends  because  of  the  somewhat  difficult  position  of  commanding  the  regi- 
ment in  the  absence  of  the  senittr  officer.  Had  censure  been  his  portion,  no 
matter  how  mild,  it  would  havr  Iwn  felt  keenly.  Since  praise  is  his  share, 
his  pleasure  is  all  the  more  heightened." 

On  September  lO,  1887,  Colonel  Bowman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Cora  Fisher,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Harriett  (Rhodabaugh)  Fisher,  the 
former  a  retired  merchant  of  Waterioo.  Mrs.  Bowman  was  bom  at  Waterloo 
on  January  3,  1865  To  the  Cokmd  and  his  wife  have  Ijeen  lx>m  eight 
children.  si.K  .sons  atul  1wf>  daui^hlcrs,  nrimely:  Harry  Fisher,  born  .\pril  9. 
iHHq.  is  an  elect ric.il  engineer  tor  the  Hunt  Helm  Ferris  Company,  of  Har- 
vard. Illinois,  witli  whom  he  has  been  employed  continuously  since  1907. 
He  married  Leora  Thompson,  of  Harvard,  Illinois,  and  they  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Lelah:  Paul  A.,  bom  May  23,  1891,  and  who  is  unmarried,  is  assisting 
his  father  in  the  handle  business;  Fred  Rhodabaugh,  born  Novenilxr  13, 
iHo^,  is  a  crinimerrial  traveler  for  the  hat  and  cap  house  of  G.  H.  dates 
Company,  of  Detroit.  Michigan,  and,  though  not  yet  twenty  years  old,  is 
a  very  successful  salesman.  These  three  sons  have  been  especially  educated 
in  their  particular  lines:  Joseph  Sotomoff,  bom  March  20.  1886,  is  attending 
high  school  and  at  the  same  time  taking  a  special  course  in  electrical  cngi- 
nccriii';;  Wiliiui  P..  and  Walter  M  .  twins,  born  Tannarv  15.  ]()C)0.  are  now 
in  their  tirst  year  in  high  school,  and  are  enthusiastic  b<  y  sctnits;  Harriet 
Ida,  born  March  19,  1906.  is  attending  school,  and  the  youngest  in  the  family 
is  Daisy  Maiy.  born  April  4t  I9<i- 

Colonel  Bowman  is  an  ardent  lover  of  outdoor  sports,  being  an  enthusi- 
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astic  hunter  and  frequently  going  to  the  Woods  of  Maine  and  Wisconsin  in 

ptir«ttit  of  wild  ^nmc.  lie  been  very  successful,  heing  a  splendid  rifle- 
shot, and  possesses  many  interesting  relics  of  his  trips,  and  is  able  to  recite 
many  ent^riaining  remmisoences.  Personally  he  is  ^  nian  of  genial  and 
kifkdfy  imimlses,  a  splendid  conversationalist  and  entertaining  companion 
and  enjoys  a  wide  circle  of  warm  and  loyal  friend;^.  He  and  the  members 
of  his  family  are  ideiitiRed  \vith  ilu-  Metlmrlist  Episcopal  church  at  Waterloo, 
and  Mrs.  HnwiiKin  i-  a  dcNoted  member  and  nrtive  worker  in  the  \\'oTmn'<; 
Christian  rcuiiHiance  Union.  Colonel  Bowman  deserves  a  large  measure 
of  credit  for  the  success  which  he  has  attained,  for  in  early  boyhood  he  was 
compelled  to  work  hard  and  ha<l  very  little  opportunity  for  a  school  edu- 
cation. In  view  of  liis  own  experiences  he  vowed  he  would  give  his  children 
bettor  chances  for  education  and  for  a  ricjht  .<lart  in  life  than  he  enjoyed,  and 
he  is,  to  tile  extent  of  his  ability,  fultiliing  his  vow.  Tall,  well  built,  and 
with  a  distinct  military  carriage,  he  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address  and  is  a 
welcome  member  of  all  the  circles  in  which  he  moves.  He  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  commerc i.il  and  industrial  prosperity  of  Waterloo 
and  b  .1.!*  an  c:ivfn!  le  position  in  the  esteem  of  the  community  which  is 
honored  by  his  citizenship. 


GEORGE  ROCK.  M.  D. 

Actively  connected  with  the  profession  of  medicine,  Dr.  George  Rock 
has  von  that  favcmble  regard  that  conies  only  as  the  result  of  superior  abtltty 
and  personal  worth.  Having  carefully  prepared  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, he  is  now  devoted  to  his  work  and  his  strict  regard  for  the  ethics  of 
the  profession  has  trained  for  t  itii  the  confidence  of  his  brethren  of  the 
fraternity  as  well  as  of  the  general  public. 

George  Rock  was  l»orn  in  Crawford  county.  Ohio,  on  January  u,  1854, 
and  is  a  aon  of  William  and  Sarah  (Greiner)  Rock,  the  former  ^  native  of 
Colunribiana  county,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  New  Yoilc  state,  tlie  home  of 
iSmt  subject's  parents  was  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  i860,  when  they  move^l  to  Delaware  township.  Defiance  conntj',  that 
state,  where  the  remainder  of  their  lives  was  sijent.  The  subject  accom|>anied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Defiance  county  when  a  lad  of  but  six  years 
and  there  received  his  elementary  education,  subsequently  attending  the  high 
sdiool  at  Defiance.  Early  in  his  manhood  he  became  identified  with  the  mer* 
cantilc  and  subsequently  the  insurance  business  at  Sherwood,  but  haViiig 
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resolved  to  ninke  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work  he  abandoned  these 
pursuits  and.  in  i^Xj.  i-ntercd  the  Miami  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  where 
he  prosecuted  his  studies  for  two  years.  He  tlien  spent  two  terms  at  Rush 
Medical  College,  of  Qiicago,  after  which  he  matriculated  in  the  Toledo  Med- 
ical Q>]lege,  where  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1891.  receiving  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  located. 
at  Sherwood,  Ohio,  and  entered  upon  tho  active*  prnctirc  of  hi?  profr^sinn. 
In  siimi'  respects  one  might  have  criticised  him  lor  mailing  the  chantjo  liDm 
ordinary  business  pursuits,  for  wliile  a  resident  of  Defiance  lie  had  attained 
to  a  high  standing  in  business  cirdes,  being  known  as  an  enterprising  and  in- 
fluential citizen  and  his  fellow  townsmen  had  manifested  their  esteem  for  him 
by  honoring  him  with  various  of?ices  of  trust.  However,  his  career  since 
entering  upon  a  prnfe'^sional  life  has  proven  the  wisdom  of  his  choice,  for  he 
has  continuously  enjoyed  a  large  and  remunerative  practice  and  has  been 
successful  in  the  line  of  effort  to  which  he  has  devoted  himsdf.  In  1900  Dr. 
Rock  came  to  Auburn.  Indiana,  and  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  has  enjoyed  from  the  beginning  his  full  share  of 
business  in  his  line.  He  has  ^ncrc^sfii'ly  handled  a  number  of  very  difficult 
cases  and  hn^  cnrned  not  nnlv  the  roL^rd  'if  his  professional  brethren,  but  the 
esteem  and  good  will  of  the  entire  community. 

Dr.  Rock  has  been  twice  married,  first  at  Sherwood.  Ohio,  to  Amanda 
Taylor,  who  died  soon  after  marriage.  Two  years  later  he  married  Margaret 
Sausaman.  also  a  resident  of  Sherwood,  and  a  native  of  Defiance  county, 
and  to  them  has  Wen  born  a  daughter,  Emma.  Margaret  Sausamon  is  the 
daughter  of  Sainiu-I  ntv!  jane  i.'^chunh)  .^rui-^aii'.in,  1  U-r  f.'.llier  cninc  frum 
Pennsylvania  to  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  moving  from  there  to  Defiance 
county,  that  state,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Mrs. 
Rock's  mother.  Jane  f  Schwab '»  Snnsaimn.  was  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
upon  coming  to  America  located  first  in  Crawford  county,  thence  inoved  to 
Defiance  county. 

Fraternal h  .  Hr  Rock  is  an  active  member  of  the  Tndei)endent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  the  subordinate  lodge  at  .Auburn,  in  which  he  has 
passed  through  all  the  chairs  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge. 
He  also  belongs^  to  the  encampment  of  that  order  at  Garrett,  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  lo<lge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Auburn.  The  record  of  testi- 
monv  is  atnple  that  Dr.  R<uW  is  a  gnod  citizen  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term, 
worthy  of  honor  and  public  trust,  ever  doing  worthily  and  well  the  life  work 
to  which  he  has  consecrated  himself.  Well  qualified  by  natural  aptitude, 
training  and  experience  for  the  profession  which  he  follows,  he  is  numbered 
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amonj^  the  steady  and  sterling  citizens  of  his  community,  and  as  far  as  p.)«;- 
sihU'  !)(.■  devote?  his  attention  nlso  to  the  nphnihling  of  the  comni'.milv  w  ith 
which  he  is  identified,  >?iving  his  support  to  every  movement  for  ihe  i)enetii  of 
his  fdlow  men.  He  is  genial  and  companionable  and  enjoys  the  friendship 
of  all  who  know  him. 


JESSE  JOEL  MUSSER. 

Among  the  younger  generation  of  DeKalb  county  citizenship  who  are 

g^ivintj  promise  of  fruitful  lives  and  who  are  now  laying  the  foundations  for 
their  future  careers  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  to  this 
sketch. 

Jesse  Jod  Musser  was  bom  at  Sherwood,  Ohio,  on  July  22,  1891,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jacob  G.  and  Lovina  (Rock)  Musser,  now  residents  of  Auburn. 
Jacob  G.  Musser  was  also  a  native  of  the  old  Buckeye  state,  having  been  born 
in  Defiance  connty,  Oliiu,  im  TCi >v(.mljer  7,  if^-?.  and  i?  a  son  of  Joel  and 
Sarah  C.  ( (licr)  Musser.  Botii  of  ttH";c  iiarciits  were  of  rugged  old  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  stock,  and  both  came  to  \\  ooster,  Ohio,  with  their  respective 
parents  in  an  early  day,  their  marriage  ooctnring  in  that  city.  Immediately 
after  that  interesting  event,  which  occurred  in  the  early  forties,  they  moved 
to  Defiance  county,  that  state,  where  they  made  their  permanent  hoim  Jod 
Musser  was  a  shoemaker  by  vocation  and  for  manv  years  followed  that  busi- 
ness m  Bninersburg,  that  being  at  a  periotl  when  b(jots  and  shoes  were  made 
to  order.  Eventually  he  abandoneil  the  shoemaker's  bench  and  took  up  farm- 
iilg  wfaidi  he  followed  during  the  remainder  of  his  active  life.  He  died  in 
1899.  and  his  wife  in  1901.  Jacob  G.  Musser  was  bom  and  reared  on  the 
parental  fannstrad  lirtwccn  I')cfianre  and  Brunersburg,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  went  10  the  latter  place  and  learned  thf  blacksmith's  trade, 
which  he  foliowetl  for  about  forty-five  years.  When  twenty-five  years  old, 
he  started  a  shop  of  his  own  at  Sherwood,  Ohio,  and  for  a  period  of  six  years 
operated  a  farm  at  the  same  time.  In  the  fall  of  1901  he  moved  to  Auburn 
and  established  a  blacksmith  shop,  which  he  is  still  operating.  His  years  of 
ex|H*rience  have  c|iia!ifi<»d  him  for  the  most  difliridt  jn!iv  of  horseshotint;.  in 
which  he  specializes,  and  as  a  general  blacksmith  he  has  few  equals  and  no 
5uperic»rs.  Though  only  medium  in  physical  build,  he  is  a  m;m  of  extraor- 
dinary endurance  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  has  shown  unusual  pres- 
ence of  mind  and  courage  when  shoeing  nervous  or  vicious  horses.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years,  while  residing  in  Sherwood.  Ohio.  Mf.  Musser  was 
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marfied  to  Lovina  Rock,  a  sister  to  Dr.  George  Rcick,  whose  slcetch  appears 
dsewhere  in  this  W6rtc.  To  Mr.  and  Mn.  Mteser  have  been  born  eight  diil- 
dren,  seren  of  vbom  are  living:   Charles,  tbe  iirst  bom,  died  at  Anbum  in 

1910,  at  the  afe  of  thirty-two  years;  he  had  been  a  teacher  in  a  business  col- 
lege in  Wisconsin,  and  had  been  niarricfl  le??  than  a  year  at  the  time  of  his 
death;  Mande  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Thomas,  who  with  his  father  and  brother 
runs  an  artificial  ice  plant  and  saw  mill  in  Auburn.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Arnold  Qay  and  Charles  Burgess;  Albert,  who  is  employed  at 
Jackson.  Michigan,  is  an  automobile  top  builder,  married  Mary  Schomberg, 
and  has  two  chiMrcn,  Howard  and  Ralph ;  Hdgar  Guy,  Sarah  Ella,  Jesse  Joel. 
George  and  Ruth,  all  of  whom  are  still  tinder  the  parental  roof.  Edgar  is 
employed  at  tlie  Auburn  automobile  factory. 

Jesse  Joel  Mnsser  came  to  Auburn  with  bis  parents  on  their  removal 
from  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  has  finished  his  education  in  the  high  school.  Mr. 
Musser  is  an  industrious  ymuig  man  of  good  character  and  splendid  habits* 
self  reliant  and  pr»ssessing  those  qualities  that  betoken  his  future  <;nccess. 
He  is  genial  in  disix}sition  and  is  deservedly  popular  in  the  social  circle  in 
which  he  moves. 


EGBERT  BE.NSO.N  MOTT. 

The  Mott  family  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  descendant  is 
of  Fnglish  descent  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines,  representatives  of 

which  came  to  America  in  early  colonial  days.  The  family  was  an  ancient 
and  honorable  one  in  England.  The  emigrant  ancotor  was  Capt.  lames 
MoH.  voungest  son  of  John  Mott.  of  Shalford,  in  the  county  of  ICsscx. 

who  came  tu  .\mcrica  in  lOdyd,  k>cating  m  Mamaronck,  Westchester  coiuUy, 
New  York.  He  was  for  several  years  a  captain  in  the  army  of  the  Province, 
and  in  later  life  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Westd^er  cointy,  appointed  by 
successive  royal  go\eriiors  He  also  vngage<l  in  agricultural  pursuits,  as  did 
all  f)f  his  descendants  down  to  I^-Ikti  H.  Mott.  During  the  Revolntionary 
war  another  James  Mott.  the  fourth  of  the  name,  participated  in  the  Sara- 
toga campaign,  resulting  in  the  surrender  of  Burgoync.  and  was  given  a  com- 
mission June  25,  1778,  as  ensign  in  Colond  Hopkins'  regmient  of  Dutchess 
county.  New^  York.  He  married  Mary,  davighter  of  James  Denton,  of  New- 
burg.  Xew  ^'ork.  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  wIt  '.vris  captain  of  a  company 
of  the  Fotirtli  I'l^ter  Coimty  Regiment.  His  first  commission  was  as  srcond 
lieutenant,  Uclober  11.  1775.    He  was  fifth  in  descent  from  Rev.  Richard 
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Denton,  a  Puritan  diviae  of  Halifax,  Yorkshire,  England,  who  came  to 
America  in  1C30  in  the  sliip  "ArabdU,"  with  Governor  Winthrop  and  a 
company  who  foimded  Boston. 

Wlien  Egbert  13.  Mott  was  aljuui  twelve  years  old  his  iailicr  died,  ieavmg 
a  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters  to  th«  care  o£  the  mother.  After 
a  few  years'  residence  in  Saratoga  county.  New  York,  the  family  removed 
to  Lehman,  Luzerne  county.  Pennsylvania,  about  Ac  year  1824.  Mr  M.>tt 
w.-i^  tn.irricd  Decemljer  30,  1830.  in  Abinpdon,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
to  Alary,  tlie  daughter  ui  John  Winlcrbotham,  of  Mosclcy.  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, where  she  was  born  on  February  4,  i8o6.  Her  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Anne  Wrigley.  In  1836  Mr.  Mott  removed  with  his  wife  and  two  chil* 
dren  from  Pennsylvania  to  Frederickstown,  Knox  county,  Ohio,  where  Mrs. 
Mott's  family  then  resided,  .\fter  living  several  years  in  Knox  and  Rich- 
land cimnties.  Ohio.  Mr.  Mott  removed,  in  May.  1843,  l  i  K^iHd.i.  Putnam 
COinUy,  where  he  made  the  ucqitaintance  of  Judge  .Morns,  a  )ouiig  lawyer, 
between  whom  and  himself  there  formed  a  friendship  as  strong  and  endur- 
ing as  life.  Subsequently  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Morris  came  to  Indiana  in 
search  of  a  better  location  for  the  practice  of  their  profession,  and  Mr.  Mott 
located  in  .\ubum  nn  October  i<'),  184,^,  iK'ing  the  first  lawyer  who  settleil  in 
this  Itxrality.  In  1856  he  was  elected  judge  nf  tlie  court  of  conimon  pleas  lor 
the  district  comprising  the  counties  of  DcKalb  and  Steuben.  In  politics  the 
Judge  was  first  a  Federalist,  then  a  Wing  and  finally  a  Kepubtican.  He 
had  a  remarkable  memory,  excellent  judgment  and  the  utntost  Bnunesj;  of 
princi]»le.  Throughout  bis  whole  life  he  was  a  faithful  (  liris'ian,  exempli- 
fying bis  faith  by  a  Iif<  mF  jjr.ulicil  ri(,'hle'«ii'^n(>;<  He  died  on  SeiHem'er 
30.  l8''i;.  after  an  actUr  illm  -s  ,1  iline  weeks.  l  uo  sons  died  before  li  ir.. 
Reginald  lleber,  an  iniant,  ami  .Sheridan  Edward,  who  was  woundeti  at 
Chickamauga  on  September  20,  1863.  aitd  died  in  the  hospital  in  Xashville, 
May  15,  i8fi4.  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Mott  died  on  October  4.  1893,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years  and  eiglit  months.  During  her  earlier  years  Mrs.  Mott 
had  many  advantages  from  a  literary  and  social  point  of  view .  for  her  father 
was  m  partnership  with  (._oi.  David  Hiuniihreys  atu!  Judge  John  Humphreys 
in  the  manufacturing  business,  they  Having  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fine  woolen  goods,  broadcloth,  etc.,  at  Seymour.  Connecticut,  then  called 
Humphreysville,  this  lieing  the  first  successful  attempt  to  manufacture  that 
class  of  gi>ods  in  the  United  -States.  Colonel  Humplireys  bad  l  een  one  of 
W'.'i-liington's  aides-de-camp  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  subsequently 
United  States  minister  to  Portugal  and  Spain,  from  which  latter  country  he 
brought  the  first  Merino  sheep  to  Amerka.  At  an  earl\  age  Mrs.  Mott  waa 
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1)I;k<.-<1  in  school  ai  Dirby,  near  Humphri'ysville.  where  her  , nations  aad 
trauKii;^  were  of  the  verv  hc^t.  to  the  condition  of  her  health,  she 

made  a  protracted  visit  wiih  an  uncle.  Abram  Wrigiey,  of  Luzerne  county. 
Pennsylvania,  where  she  rai)idly  tmpruved,  and  not  long  afterwards  began 
teaching  school,  and  at  Providence,  a  few  miles  from  her  uncle's  residence, 
5he  first  bccanx-  acijiiainted  with  her  future  husband,  to  whom  she  was  mar- 
ried on  Decemlier  30.  1838. 


EDWIN  L.  FOSDICK. 

Fealty  to  facts  in  the  analysis  of  lite  character  uf  a  citizen  of  the  typi' 
of  Edwin  L  Kosdick  is  all  that  is  required  to  niake  a  biographical  sketch 
interesting  to  those  who  have  at  heart  the  good  name  of  the  community, 

because  it  is  the  honorable  reputation  of  the  man  of  standing  and  affairs,  more 
than  any  other  consideration  that  gives  character  and  stal»ility  to  the  body 
jHilitic  and  makes  the  true  glory  t>l-a  city  or  state  revered  at  home  and 
respected  abroad.  In  the  bruad  liglit  which  thing.s  of  good  repute  ever  in- 
vite, the  name  an<l  character  of  Mr.  Fosdick  stand  revealed  and  secure,  and 
though  of  modest  demeanor,  with  no  ambition  to  distinguish  himself  in 
pnl'lic  p  »ition  or  as  a  lea<ler  of  men.  hi>  career  has  been  signally  honoraI)le 
and  it  may  Ik-  studied  with  protit  hy  the  youth  enteririt'  n]Mn  his  1-t'e  work. 

Kdwin  I,.  I'osdick,  who  for  a  numlier  of  year<  Ija.s  oecujiied  a  resijon- 
sible  jKisition  with  the  b.ckhart  Carriage  Company  of  .\uburn.  is  a  native 
of  this  city,  where  he  was  liom  on  Xfay  i,  1856.  He  is  the  son  of  Fdward 
W.  and  Helen  G.  (Totten)  Fosdick.  Eilwin  \V.  Fosdick  was  bom  on  July 
12.  1822,  in  Kno.x  county,  Ohio,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Updike  and 
'Rachel  f. Armstrong)  I'osdick.  The  lit^tory  of  the  Fosdick  faniil}  has  heen 
traced  back  to  Welsh  ancc^frv,  immhers  of  the  family  haviiii.;  tiii;;^ rated 
to  America  near  the  mitldle  ot  the  seventeenth  century.  They  uUermarried 
here  with  the  Havens  family,  some  of  whom  provided  one  of  the  first  churches 
on  Long  Island.  The  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 
was  Orville  I'"osdick.  oldest  brother  of  Edward  W..  who  entered  govem- 
meiT  hiud  in  \\  ilmington  township  in  an  early  day.  Shortly  afterwards, 
in  1H44.  the  other  members  of  the  familv  raiiTe  here  and  located  two  miles 
south  of  liutler.  and  that  remained  the  permanent  famil)  home  a-s  long  as 
the  old  folks  lived.  Edward  W.  Fosdick  was  a  young  man  when  he  came 
to  this  locality  and  lived  on  the  home  place  in  Wilmington  township  until 
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after  his  marriage,  which  occurred  about  1850,  when  he  was  united  to  Helen 
G.  Tot  ten,  daughter  of  Joseph  P.  and  Betsy  (  Barnes  )  Tottcn.  She  and  her 
■parents  had  hvt-d  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  I'osdick  farm.  Slie  died  on  May 
21,  1S56,  and  Mr.  Fosdick  after%vards  married  Ruanna  Brandon,  a  daughter 
of  Peter  Brandon.  She  lived  only  about  a  year  after  her  marriage,  dying 
in  April,  i860,  and  in  1878  Mr.  Fosdick  married  Elizabeth  H.  Fetterhoff, 
who  now  reesides  on  the  old  farm  in  Mutler  township  I'.dwaid  W.  Fos^ 
dick  studied  law  at  the  University  of  Michiijan.  and  practiced  his  profession 
at  Butler.  In  1854  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  DeKalh  county  and  in 
1855  moved  to  Xiiburn  in  order  to  be  dose  to  his  office  and  during  his  term 
of  two  years  the  country  was  flooded  with  wild-cat  currency.  After  the 
completion  of  his  tenn  as  treasurer  Mr  Fosdick  returned  to  Butler  and 
during  the  rest  of  his  active  years  he  devnte<l  himself  to  the  practice  of  law. 
In  1869  he  was  elected  "^tatc  ^^enatnr  :uv\  -served  one  term.  He  died  on 
March  9.  ifM^9.  at  the  age  of  seventy-.scven  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  birth  occurred  but  three  weeks  before 
the  death  of  his  mother,  was  reared  in  the  home  at  Butter  and  after  complet- 
ing his  public  school  education,  he  became  a  student  in  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  at  Delaware.  Ohio,  after  which  Ik-  matriculated  in  the  tncdical 
department  of  the  University  m'  Michigan,  from  \vl)i(h  lie  was  jjrradiiated 
in  1879.  Me  tlien  located  in  Kcwanna,  l-'ultoii  c«nnuy.  iiidiana.  where  for 
two  years  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  under  the  lirui  name  of  Fosdick 
&  Ralston.  He  then  returned  to  Butler  and  from  1882  to  1895  was  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  there,  in  which  he  met  with  very  good -success. 
For  a  time  thereafter  he  was  mi  the  roatl  as  a  traveling  salesman  and  also 
for  a  period  had  charge  of  the  I  iiitcd  State*;  and  Pacific  E.\|)ress  Com- 
panies' nit'ice';  at  Butler,  lie  al.-;o  gave  some  atteiui'  ii  tn  the  practice  of 
law,  or  rather  to  tlie  husuiess  left  by  his  father,  hut  eveniually  he  sold  tlie 
law  library  and  came  to  Auburn,  with  which  city  he  has  since  been  identi- 
fied. He  is  now  head  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the  Eckhart  Carriage 
.  Company  and  is  performing  his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  em- 
ployers, whose  interests  he  make-;  hi';  own. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  l-'osdick  was  married  to  Josephine  McCarui ,  iIh  u  a  resi- 
dent of  Kewanna,  Indiana,  and  the  daughter  of  Alexander  and  .Mary  L. 
(Richey)  McCarter.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Fosdick  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
and  .Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  degree  of  the  Royal 
Arch.  He  .and  his  wife  are  both  memlx-rs  of  ilie  Metluxlist  Fpiscojial 
church,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  they  are  deeply  interested.    Mr.  Fos* 
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dick  enjoys  311  extensive  ac(|uaiiitance  in  hts  locality  and  none  tan  boast 
of  more  devoted  friends  than  he,  /or  in  hun  are  comliined  thos£  characteristics 
which  gain  and  foster  friendships  that  endure  thnough  all  times  and  all  vicis- 
situdes of  fortune. 


ISAAC  MYERS  ZENT. 

The  biographies  of  enterprisinj;  men,  esi)ecially  of  jjood  men,  arc  in- 
structive as  pnidp«  and  incentives  to  others.  The  examples  they  fnrnish  of 
patient  pnrixisc  and  stead tast  integrity  st^onJ^ly  ilinstiale  wliat  is  in  the  power 
of  each  to  accomplish.  Some  men  belong  to  no  exclusive  class  in  hie; 
apparently  insurmountable  obstacles  have  in  many  instances  awakened  their 
faculties  and  served  as  a  stimulus  to  carrv  them  to  ultimate  renown.  The 
({cntkman  whose  life  1ii'^tr>ry  is  herewith  outlined  is  a  man  who  has  lived 
(n  !»«>»»d  jMirjwKc  and  ,u  li;e\  e.l  ;i  sjilendid  success.  By  a  straightforward  and 
corunicndabk"  course  lie  lia.^  nwulc  his  way  t<»  a  respectable  position  ni  liie  busi- 
ness world,  winning  the  hearty  admiration  of  the  people  of  his  county  and 
earning  a  reputation  as  an  enterprising,  pr(^essive  man  of  affairs  which  the 
public  has  not  been  slow  to  recognise  and  appreciate. 

Isaac  Myers  Zent  was  born  near  Massillon.  Stark  county.  Ohio,  on  N'o- 
venilKT  If),  iK^f).  nm]  !>  tlu  -i  ii  of  Irrrminh  and  Marv  C  (  .Armstrong"!  Zent, 
Jeremiah  Zent  was  a  sem  of  Samuel  ;ind  Klizalwth  (Hagc)  Zent.  .Samuel 
Zent  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  l'cnns}lvania,  December  7,  1790,  and 
died  March  2,  1855;  the  latter's  wife,  Elizabeth  Hage,  was  bom  July  25, 
1793,  in  the  same  county,  and  died  August  31.  1874.  Samud  Zent  was  the 
son  of  Jaco!)  and  Susanna  Zent.  tin-  former  having  been  bom  January  30, 
1763.  and  died  October  25.  1845.  his  wife's  birth  occurring  April  30,  1765, 
and  her  death  on  March  13.  1841. 

Jerenn'ah  Zent.  wlu*  was  a  farmer,  moved,  in  1850.  to  Vandalia.  Illinois, 
where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  and  there  carried  on  agricultural  opera- 
tions during  the  rest  of  his  active  life.  He  was  public  spirited  and  took  an 
influential  and  unselfish  iulerest  in  the  upbuilding  and  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity. Hr  w:!*;  n  mnn  of  ilcfinitc  convictir.ns  e»n  tlie  irrcat  i;iu'sti' its  <»f  the 
day  and,  tlmiij^h  li^inj;  in  ,i  lioiijed  of  scces*.i<>n.  In*  o|)eiily  esj>ouse<i  the  cause 
of  the  Uni(jn  and  during  the  Civil  war  he  proved  such  a  friend  to  soldiers 
and  soldiers'  families  that  the  Grand  Arn)y  of  the  Republic  afterwards  made 
him  an  honorary  mcml)er  of  that  wiciety,  tbouiili  he  had  seen  no  military 
service.    He  died  in  190 1  and  his  widow  sttU  resides  in  \''andalia. 
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Isaac  M.  Zent  lived  at  ^^1nd:lJia  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old  and 
received  a  ijood  prnctic.d  tdiKation  in  the  public  sc1kx)1s.  tlien  left  lunne 
and  started  out  in  life  en  his  oun  aocoitnt,  !ii«  first  effori  hciii'^'  to  karti  the 
trade  ot  a  telegrapher.  Entering  the  employ  oi  the  Waba.sli  railruatl.  he  was 
assigned  to  different  stations  on  that  system  and  in  June,  i882»  was  ap- 
pointed agent  at  the  Auburn  station.  His  services  were  here  so  faithfully 
performed  that  he  was  retained  in  the  position  for  twenty-eight  yearSi 
thrniif^h  severnl  chanj^es  of  administration  and  aftrr  i!ic  Wabash  company 
sold  the  road  to  the  X'andalia  Railroad  Conipan\' — in  fact,  up  to  the  time  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Auburn,  his  commission  to  the  otlke  being  April 
1 5,  1910.  In  the  latter  position  he  esdiibited  the  same  careful  attention  to  the 
performance  of  his  duties  as  dttracterizcd  him  when  in  the  employ  of  a  cor- 
poration, and  his  relations  with  his  superiors  and  the  patrons  of  the  oflfke 
have  been  mutually  satisfactc)ry  and  pleasant. 

In  the  business  and  coniinercial  life  of  tlic  cnmnninity  Mr.  Zent  has 
long  been  an  active  and  prominent  figure.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Otizens  National  Bank,  of  Auburn,  and  is  now  the  largest  indivldua] 
stockholder  of  this  bstitutton,  of  which  he  has  Iteen  a  director  ever  since  its 
oi^ianization.  He  also  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Savings  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  and  was  one  of  its  first  directors,  but  he  later  sold  his  hold- 
ings in  that  company  to  Monte  L.  Green.  He  is  the  only  local  stockholder, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Indiana  Fuel  and  Light 
Company,  the  company  that  furnishes  gas  to  Auburn.  Of  the  Auburn  Com- 
mercial Gub  Mr.  Zent  has  been  a  member  since  its  organization  and  a  direc- 
tor for  many  years,  while  in  many  other  ways  he  has  exerted  a  wholesome 
and  appreciated  intere«!t  in  the  advancement  of  the  Imsiness  interests  of  Au- 
burn and  I  )t  Knlb  conitlv.  I'hvsicallv.  Iniilt  on  the  Abe  Unmbi  or  joe  Can- 
non Style,  Mr.  Zent  is,  like  them,  a  man  of  strong  convicti<.»n^  atid  earnest  pur- 
pose, optimistic  in  his  views  of  life,  and  affable  and  agreeable  in  his  rela- 
tions with  his  fellow  men.  These  qualities  have  combined  to  gain  for  him  a 
marked  1  c  of  popularity  in  the  community  in  which  so  many  of  his  acthre 
years  have  been  spent. 

Politically,  Mr.  Zent  ha.s.  for  many  years,  been  an  active  and  influential 
tnenibcr  of  the  Republican  party  and  in  local  political  circles  he  i.s  a  prt>mi- 
nent  figure,  having  for  a  number  of  years  served  as  treasurer  of  the  county 
committee.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Zent  is  a  Mason,  having  attained  to  the  thirty- 
second  dri,q  (.  e  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  MyStic  Shrine, 
and  the  Auburn  lodge.  Knights  of  Pythias,  having  been  a  charter  member 
(24) 
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of  the  last-named  oi^anication,  being^  a  popular  member  of  these  several 

fraternities. 

On  July  25,  1885.  Mr  7xnt  married  T,atjra  E.  Ensley,  who  was  born 
and  spent  her  entire  lit\  at  Aiiinirn.  Her  parents,  George  and  J.vtVm  (Xoel) 
Ensley.  were  among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Auburn,  the  family  being  for 
many  years  prominent  and  influential  in  the  affairs  of  the  community.  Mrs. 
Zent  was  called  to  the  higher  life  on  October  5,  1910.  All  in  all,  Mr.  Zent 
is  a  w<»rthy  representative  of  the  sHinly.  intelligent  and  progressive  class  that 
gives  stability  •  tlic  licdy  |)olitic  and  character  tn  the  rommtmitv.  In  ini,'  I)r<.ad- 
niinded,  with  wide  \  lews  of  men  and  affairs,  and  a  true  type  of  the  enterpris- 
ing American  of  today. 


ANDREW  JACKSON  RALSTON, 

The  family  of  which  the  subject  of  this  review  is  a  creditable  repre- 
sentative has  been  known  in  DeKalb  county  since  the  pioneer  epoch  and. 
without  invidious  comparison,  it  can  with  propriety  be  said  that  no  other 
name  is  better  known  or  more  highly  esteemed  in  this  locality.  Honored 
and  rcsjHc  trd  by  all,  tiu  re  is  today  no  man  in  the  county  who  occupies  a 
more  enviable  position  in  the  regard  of  his  fellows  than  Andrew  J.  Ralston, 
not  alone  because  of  the  splendid  material  success  which  he  has  achieved,  but 
also  by  reason  of  the  splendid  life  which  he  has  lived  in  this  community. 
He  was  bom  at  Plymouth,  Richland  county,  Ohio,  on  Septeml)er  9,  1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Eli/a  J  f  Brink)  Ralston.  The  subject's 
paternal  grandparents  were  Robert  and  Jane  (Woodburn)  Ralston,  of  whom 
and  their  ten  children  the  remarkable  fact  is  recorded  that  their  average  age 
was  tt^bty-foar  years,  the  youngest  havinfir  been  over  seventy-two  -years  old 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  These  children  w  ere  named  Robert.  Jr..  James. 
Mrs.  Jane  Hall,  Mrs.  Margaret  Hall,  Mrs  Mary  Gribben,  Alexander.  Sanuiel 
W.,  Mrs.  Maria  Dixon.  David  and  Mrs.  Jnlia  Rodley.  Tn  1814  KoU-rt  and 
Jane  Ralston  moved,  with  their  family,  from  Washiu^ion  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  Richland  county,  Ohio  (now  Ashland  county).  There  Samuel  W. 
Ralston,  who  had  been  bom  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  De- 
cember 12.  1807.  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
with  ei>n'^ideral)Ie  sTirrest;  for  a  quarter  of  a  century'.  Tn  Deeeinber.  1842. 
he  brought  his  family  to  \n!inrn.  Indiana.  arri\  ing  here  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember and  being  the  cigiiiii  family  to  locate  in  this  city.  lie  here  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  carpenter,  in  which  he  became  quite  prominent.   In  1843 
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be  took  the  contract  for  the  completion  of  the  first  courthouse,  a  two-story 

frame  building,  thirt>'-five  by  fifty  feet  in  size,  and  the  frame  work  of  which 
had  been  put  up  by  the  first  contractor.  Josoph  Heit.  who  then  relinquished 
his  contract  Mr.  Ralston  completed  thi-  contract  in  1843.  In  1846  he  was 
elected  dieriif  of  DeKalb  county,  serving  two  years,  and  v\as  then  elected 
county  treastwer  for  a  like  period.  In  1856  he  was  again  elected  to  the  <^ce 
of  sheriff  and  was  re-elected  in  1S58.  In  1861  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  in  which  he  was  successful  and  wiiich  commanded  his  at- 
tention until  alnnit  five  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  retired  from  busi- 
ness and  spent  tiie  remainder  of  his  days  quietly  at  his  home,  a  large  and 
substantial  bride  building,  which  he  had  erected  at  the  comer  of  Tenth  and 
Main  streets  and  which  is  still  standing  in  good  condition.  There  his  death 
occurred  on  March  6,  and  his  widow  died  there  in  August.  1893.  Mrs. 
Ralston,  whose  mniden  name  was  Eliza  J.  Brink,  and  wlioni  he  married  in 
1834.  was  a  nati\e  of  Plymouth,  Ohio.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  her  husband  was  a  regular  attendant.  They 
were  die  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Helen  M.  died  in  November. 
1855,  at  the  age  of  about  twenty  years  Emily  A,,  who  died  on  January  20, 
1903,  was  the  wife  of  \V.  H.  Dills,  of  .Auburn:  Andrew  J.;  Geoi|^  C.  is 
engaged  in  the  hotel  Inisinc^s  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Arkansas. 

Andrew  J.  Ralston  was  reared  in  Auburn,  securing  a  fair  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  in  young  manhood  was  variously  employed,  usually 
tn  dn^oods  stores  and  otiier  mercantile  houses.  He  served  as  deputy  dieriff 
under  his  father  and  in  a  like  capacity  under  Sheriff  J.  N.  Miller.  From 
1869  to  i?>73  he  served  as  deptity  county  treasurer  under  Treasurer  F.  D. 
Ryan,  atid  then  for  al>out  seven  years  he  was  successfully  engas^^ed  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  grain.  In  1882  Mr.  Ralston  went  into  the  grocery  business, 
to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  imtil  1896.  when  he  disposed  of  that  busi- 
ness and  has  since  mainly  occupied  himself  in  locating  after  his  farming 
tnlereats.  He  owns  one  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seven  acres  east  of  Auburn 
and  an  undivided  half  interest  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  nine  miles 
south  of  Auburn. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Ralston  took  an  active  part  in  public  afhirs  and  was 
a  pranunent  and  influential  figure  in  the  councils  and  conventions  of  the 

Democratic  part>',  but  of  late  years  he  has  somewhat  retired  from  active  par- 
ticipation in  these  things,  though  his  interest  in  current  affairs  has  not  in 
the  least  abated.  For  six  years  Mr.  Ralston  lias  rendered  appreciated  ser- 
vice as  historian  for  the  Old  Settlers'  Association,  in  the  proceedings  qI 
which  he  has  long  been  deeply  interested.   As  a  storehouse  of  facts  and 
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traditions  regarding  the  early  history  of  DeKalb  county  he  is  an  authority, 
and  his  utterances  on  thc^^e  things  are  entitle*!  to  credence,  for  to  him  belongs 
the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  citizen  of  Auburn  in  iK>!ni  years  of 
continuoiiB  residence,  and  be  has  taken  cotisiderable  pride  in  collating  much 
'  interesting  and  valuable  local  history  which  otherwise  might  have  been  lost 
to  future  generations. 

On  February  25,  1864,  Mr.  Kalsfon  was  married  to  Hadessa  _T.  George, 
who  was  born  in  what  is  now  Aslilant!  cmuuy,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  James 
Currie  George  and  Priscilla  Reynolds)  t;ieorge.  Mr.  George  was  bom  in 
Aahland  county,  and  his  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  Priscilla  Reynolds  was  bom  in  Delaware  and  in  her 
childhood  she  was  brought  to  Ohio  by  her  parents,  James  and.  Maty  (Mc- 
Clellan)  Reviif.ld--.  ^t^^.  Ral^tui'  wn^  hiit  a  1-nbe  in  arms  when,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1842,  the  family  came  tn  Auburn,  her  father  having  bought  a  half  sec- 
tion of  land  a  mile  east  of  that  city  some  time  previously.  When  they  moved 
here  he  brought  the  price  of  the  land  in  silver  in  his  wagon.  He  had  a 
brother  here,  with  whom  he  stayed  a  short  time,  and  the  money  was  put  and 
safely  kept  under  a  puncheon  floor,  there  beine:  no  hanks  here  at  that  time. 
On  the  tract  of  land  referred  to  the  Geore:e  family  made  their  permanent 
home,  Mr.  George  carrjing  on  farming  operations  there  during  the  rest  of 
his  active  life.  He  became  prominent  in  the  early  life  of  that  locality  and 
served  in  several  township  offices,  always  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  hi» 
fellow  citizens.  His  death  occurred  in  i84f).  at  the  early  a.ije  of  thirtx  six  years, 
leaving  a  wife  and  two  daiightirs,  Mary  Ann  and  Hadessa.  The  widow 
lived  to  be  eighty-<f"n  n  xaars  nlrl.  her  death  occitrring  in  August,  1903. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralston  have  been  bom  three  children,  as  follows: 
George  M..  born  in  October.  1865,  is  connected  with  the  Commercial  Bank  at 
R.  Wayne  and  is  secretary  for  the  well  known  real  estate  and  banking  firm 
of  Strauss  Brothers,  which  df>cs  an  aninial  business  of  more  than  two  million 
dollars.  At  Ft.  Wayne,  he  marrie<l  N'ottir  Frnest.  a  rr^^ident  r.f  Anburii,  aii<I 
thev  havr  two  children.  Roger  Jackson  anrl  ITulicrt  fvu^^^ell  :  .Al/cin  .Aileen. 
whose  death  occurred  on  March  30.  1903,  was  ihe  wile  01  Harry  K.  Scott,  of 
Angola,  Indiana:  Helen  S.  is  the  wife  of  Monte  L.  Green,  a  banker  at 
Garrett,  this  county,  and  they  have  a  daughter.  Alzien  Louise.  Mrs.  Ral- 
ston is  a  member  of  the  Tresbyterian  church  and  is  also  well  known  in  club 
and  literarv  circles  of  .-\nbum.  Pbe  iv  niv  nf  t!ic  (hreo  artivp  member';  <4  the 
Ladies'  l  iterary  Club  of  this  city  who  were  charter  members  when  the  club 
was  organized  in  April,  1882,  it  being  the  oldest  woman's  club  in  northern 
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Indiana  and  next  to  the  oldest  in  the  state.  She  is  a  woman  of  kindly  man- 
ner and  is  deservedly  popular  in  the  circle'?  in  which  she  moves.  Mr.  Ralston 
lias  through  tlie  years  perionned  his  full  duty  as  a  citizen,  standing  as  a  nun 
among  men,  and  today  he  enjoys  to  an  eminent  degree  ^e  oonfidenoe  atid 
good  will  of  all  who  laww  him. 


HENRY  E.  ALTENBURG. 

The  life  history  of  him  \v!n>se  iiaiiic  hca(i>  this  biographical  nu'tnoir  is 
closely  identified  with  the  history  of  DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  which  was  long 
his  home.  He  began  his  career  in  this  locality  in  the  pioneer  epodi  and 
tfaitMighout  the  years  whidi  later  came  and  went  be  was  dosely  allied  with 
its  interests  and  upbuilding.  He  was  of  a  hig^  type  of  progresnve  citizen 
and  his  life  was  one  of  untirinff  activity.  The  cause  of  luttnanity  never  had 
a  truer  friend  than  Mr.  Altenburg,  who  long  since  passed  to  ihc  higher  lite. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life — family,  church,  society  and  business — he  dis- 
{dayed  that  consistent  Christian  spirit,  lhat  nattiral  worth,  that  endeared  him 
alike  to  all  classes.  His  integrity  and  fidelity  were  manifested  in  every  re- 
lation of  life,  and  the  example  of  such  a  life  is  always  an  inspiration  to 
others.  Tn  dealing  with  mankind,  his  word  was  hi?  bond;  deceit  never 
entered  into  any  transactions  he  had  with  his  fellow  men.  His  plain,  rug- 
ged honesty,  his  open-hearted  manner,  undisguised  and  unaffected,  is  to  his 
descendants  a  sweet  and  lasting  memory. 

Henry  E.  Altenburg,  who  was  an  honored  early  pioneer  of  DeKalb 
county,  was  horn  near  Sandtt'iky,  Ohio,  on  April  23,  18^58,  and  died  at  his 
home  in  Auburn  in  I'cbriiary,  18^.  He  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah 
(Latson)  Altenburg.  Daniel  Altenburg  was  a  native  of  the  Mohawk  valley, 
near  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  eventually  moved  from  that  locality  to  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  where  th^  lived  two  years.  When  Henry  E.  was  a  baby  of 
about  two  months,  the  family  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  following 
blazed  trails  through  the  interminable  forests  which  then  covered  the  country, 
no  roads  or  bridges  having^  been  built  as  yet.  The  lirst  l>ri(ige  over  Cedar 
Creek,  between  Waterloo  and  Uniontown,  was  then  being  erected,  and  they 
were  ocnnpelled  to  ford  that  stream,  which  was  so  deep  that  the  cows,  which 
were  tied  beside  the  wagon,  were  compelled  to  swim.  Before  reaching 
Aiibum  they  became  lost  in  the  deep  snow,  one  night  and  called  loudly  for  help. 
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They  were  lieard  by  Isaac  B.  Smith,  a  larnier.  who  came  tc.  their  rescue 
witli  a  lantern  and  guided  thcin  to  his  home.  They  were  tlicn  between 
Waterloo  and  Uniontown  and  it  took  them  all  the  following  day  to  get  to 
Auburn.  Upon  reaching  this  locality,  Daniel  Altenbarg  entered  a  quarter 
section  of  government  land  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Auburn,  the  tract 
iK'ing  located  in  the  mul'st  of  a  dense  forest,  from  which  the  nnly  rriad  to  the 
little  settlenieni  at  Auburn  was  a  narrow  and  winding  trail.  Here  they  estab- 
lished their  permanent  home  and.  amid  the  pioneer  ccmditions  of  tliai  day. 
they  started  to  clear  the  land,  build  a  home  and  plant  the  soil.  Here  Danid 
and  Sarah  Altenburg  rcircd  their  family  of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  namely:  Daniel  L.  "Mary  Jane,  Henry  1^.,  Harriet  ¥..,  David 
Cosper,  Isaac  L..  Sylvia  A.,  William  j.  aiu!  iMank  I'f ilitieally,  Daniel 
Altenburg  was  a  stanch  Kepuhliean  and  was  a  stroiTg  .^iipiKjricr  of  the  Union 
cause  during  the  war  of  the  Rebdlion,  and,  though  too  old  himself  to  enlist, 
he  sent  four  scats  to  the  front  to  fight  for  the  preservation  of  the  nation.  He 
was  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  of  his  community  and  for  many  years 
served  as  justice  of  the  |)e;ice.  !»i  v««imo'  mnntiood  he  lost  an  arm  from  the 
eflfects  nf  a  tree  falling  on  it  and  innii  this  wound  he  suiiereil  during  all  the 
remaiudcr  oi  liis  life,  the  pain  frequently  being  intense,  but  he  bore  his  suffer- 
ings with  patience  and  Christian  fortitude.  He  was  public  sfHrited  to  a 
notable  degree  and  it  is  related  of  him  that,  having  bought  the  old  court 
house,  which  had  iK-en  moved  from  its  original  site  to  make  way  for  the 
new  brick  buildini,',  lie  <rnve  tlu-  old  building  li*  he  burned  in  celebration  of  a 
Union  victory  during  the  war.  Daniel  .Mlenbiirg's  tirst  wife,  the  mother 
of  the  children  before  mentioned,  died  in  1863,  and  he  afterwards  married 
Susanna  Seibert,  whose  first  husband  had  been  killed  in  the  war.  She  now 
resides  northwest  of  Auburn,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
Alxnit  T870  Mr.  Altenburg  moved  into  .Auburn,  where  be  spent  his  remaining 
days,  tlying  in  January,  1887. 

Henry  E.  Altenburg  was  reared  on  the  iiaternai  farmstead,  cast  of 
Auburn.  living  there  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Nineteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  in 
constant  and  active  service  for  eighteen  months,  taking  part  in  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Run  and  ihe  .-thcr  «rreat  hattle*^  in  whu-h  flie  Xrmv  of  the  Potomac 
participated  up  t  -  tlie  tmie  he  received  his  lionorahie  discharge.  In  the  fall 
of  1864  Mr.  \ltenl)urg  again  enlisted,  this  time  in  the  I'lrst  Indiana  Battery 
of  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which  he  saw  service  along  the  Mississippi  river 
and  at  the  battle  of  Mobile  Bay.   He  received  his  final  discharge  from  the 
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scnice  in  November,  1865.  His  two  Lruthcrs,  IJaiiiel  and  Isaac,  were  in 
tbe  service  with  him  during  his  second  enlistment 

On  January  27,  1864,  while  at  home  between  hi»  two  enlistments,  Mr. 
Altenburg  was  married  to  Sarah  C  Bodine.  She  was  bom  near  Plymouth, 
Ohio,  and  came  to  DeKalh  cotintv  in  1861  with  her  mother,  Elizat)eth  E. 
(Chamberlain)  BodiiR-.  her  fatlicr.  [nhn  Bodine.  having  died  in  August, 
i860.  Elizabeth  Chamberlain  was  born  in  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  and 
was  diere  married,  her  husband  also  being  a  native  of  that  county.  They 
moved  to  Plymouth,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  later  ran  a  shoe 
store.  After  hts  death,  his  widow  and  her  six  children  came  to  Auburn, 
where  «;he  resided  until  all  of  her  children  were  married. 

After  the  war  Henry  E.  Altenhurt^  made  ht-  hninc  in  .\ul)i;rn,  ulu-rc  he 
took  up  the  vocation  of  a  carpenter,  becuming  a  contractor  and  erecting  a 
number  of  bouses,  some  of  which  are  still  standing.  In  1876  Mr.  Altenburg 
became  a  railway  postal  clerk,  which  employment  he  followed  for  nearly 
twelve  jrears.  when  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Kendall,  Hamilton  cotuity, 
Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in  fho  f;  c<l  bn>ine>J'^  He  reniainef!  there  a  little 
over  two  years,  wlien  the  extrcint  and  long-conlinue*!  drought  caused  a  wide- 
spread failure  of  crops,  entailing  upon  him  a  loss  of  all  his  capital.  He  then 
brought  his  family  bade  to  Auburn,  and  during  the  following  winter  he  was 
taken  sick,  his  death  occurring  in  I'cbruary,  1889. 

To  Henry  V..  and  Sarah  C.  Altenburg  were  l)orn  four  children.  fol- 
lows: Harry  Q.,  who  ]n  f^  in  Kalamazoo.  Michigan,  is  rotniccted  with  the 
Burroughs  Adding  Machine  Company;  Clara  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Znnmer- 
man,  of  Auburn,  whose  sketch  ai^wars  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Eugene  C.  is 
advertising  manager  for  the  Zimmerman  Manufacturing  Company ;  John  D. 
is  a  siuH  cssful  dentist  at  Findlay,  Ohio. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Altenbiirw  was  an  carm-sl.  fiithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methwlist  Episc  ii'".!  church,  in  the  [)ros])erity  of  which  he  was 
deeply  interested.  Fraternally,  lie  was  for  many  years  an  appreciative  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  his  domestic  relations, 
Henry  Altenburg  was  a  faithful  husband  and  a  idnd  father,  affectionate  in 
his  home  relations,  while  in  the  comnnmity  he  was  a  conscientious  man  and 
a  good  citt/rn  in  the  broack-st  sen^e  f>f  llie  term,  (hiiet  anti  unostentatious 
and  seeking  the  sequestered  ways  of  life  rather  than  its  tunndt  and  strife,  he 
ever  attended  strictly  to  his  own  affairs  and  made  better  all  who  came  within 
range  of  his  influence. 
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ALPHEUS  W.  MADDEN. 

Practical  mdustr>',  wisely  and  vigorously  applied,  never  tails  ot  success. 
It  carries  a  man  onward  and  upward,  brings  out  his  individual  character  and 
acts  as  a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  efforts  of  others.  The  greatest  results  in 
life  are  often  attained  by  simple  means  and  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary 

qualities;  of  roinnion  sense  am!  iKTScverancc  The  everv-<lay  life,  with  its 
cares,  iK'Ccs>itics  and  duties,  affords  ample  op[»ortunuies  for  acquiring  e.\- 
perieiice  of  the  Ix'st  kind  and  its  most  beaten  jKiths  provide  a  true  worker 
with  abtmdant  sco()e  for  effort  and  self  improvement. 

Alpheus  W.  Madden,  the  present  efficient  and  popular  auditor  of  De- 
Kalb  county,  and  successful  business  man  at  Auburn,  is  a  native  of  the  old 
Hoosier  state,  liaving  iK-en  Ijorn  in  F^el  River  township,  \llcii  cnitity.  on 
February  19,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  William  an«l  Rachel  ( 1  aylor )  M.-uliioii 
The  father,  who  wa.s  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  ciime  to  Indiana  in 
the  early  forties^  and  settled  in  Allen  county,  where  he  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  and  nurried  Rachel  Taylor,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Roxey 
Taylor.  They  spent  all  their  lives  and  diiil  in  that  township,  where  he  had 
followitl  the  viic.'itiiiU  nf  f;irrnitiir  diirini^  .ill  hi>  nctive  years 

Alpheus  \\  .  Madden  remained  *»n  the  home  farm  in  Allen  county  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age  and  received  a  fair  practical  education  in  the  com- 
mon schooK  .At  the  age  mentioned  he  started  in  life  for  himself,  working 
as  a  farm  hand  for  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  and  during  this  period  while 
employed  in  splitting  rails,  he  was  dis;d)k<l  by  an  accident.  Thus  finding 
hiiii-ielf  disf|ualilied  for  heavy  mantinl  Irdxir,  Ik  felt  the  ncce^sitv  for  further 
education,  and  to  this  end  went  to  Fort  Wayne  and  took  a  course  in  tlie  com- 
mercial college  at  lluit  place.  He  then  engaged  in  the  in.'iuraiKC  business 
for  about  a  year  and  a  half  and  then  becanw  a  salesman  of  marble  and 
granite  work,  which  he  followe<!  for  about  three  years.  In  1882  Mr.  Mad- 
den moved  to  .'\ubuni  and  engaged  in  the  marble  and  granite  business  in 
partnership  with  Walton  R.  Smitli  His  lnistne>«  was  pnxjKTons  from  the 
sLirt  and  in  l8^?6  he  Ixmght  the  place  at  the  corner  ut  lack>ou  and  Seventli 
streets  now  occupied  by  the  Jenkins  grocery  store,  but  which  at  that  time 
was  occupied  by  a  frame  building  which  he  used  for  their  work.  In  1892 
Mr.  Smith  died  and  he  was  succeeded  in  the  partnership  by  Mr.  Maddcn's 
two  brothers.  Joseph  R.  and  Charles  E..  who  continued  together  aliout  four- 
teen vears  when  tin  •^ulijtd  of  this  sketch  bought  his  brothers'  intercuts  and 
took  in  as  a  partner  his  son,  Frank.    They  liave  continueil  the  busiue.Hs 
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together  and  luivc  been  eminentl\-  successful  in  their  work.  In  1888  Mr. 
Madden  and  Mr.  Smith,  his  lornicr  partner,  ImiU  the  present  block  in  which 
the  Jenkins  grocery  store  is  localctl  and  continued  their  business  there  until 
about  1893.  Soon  after  the  erection  of  this  building.  Mr.  Madden  bought 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  city  of  Auburn  cwi  the  nordieast  and 
about  three  years  later  lu-  erected  here  a  handsome  residence  fronting  on 
East  Seventh  street,  where  he  now  reside^,  combining  with  the  advantatjes 
of  city  life  the  profit  and  pleasure  of  a  country  home.  In  i<;o3  Mr.  Madden 
bought  ground  and  built  another  business  block  on  Hast  Seventh  street  be- 
tween his  home  and  the  postoifice,  and  here  the  monument  business  is  car> 
ried  on  today.  In  1906  he  bought  land  at  the  comer  of  Ninth  and  East 
streets,  where  he  erected  a  large  bam,  now  ocaipied  by  f.nen's  livery  busi- 
ness. On  one  corner  of  Mr.  MnfTdeti's  home  farm  is  kxated  f!ie  Auimm 
base  ball  pjirk.  While  in  partnerslup  with  Mr.  Smith,  they  also  bought  (he 
old  farm  in  Allen  county,  where  Mr.  Madden  was  reared,  but  he  lias  since 
disposed  of  it  He  has  also  built  other  residence  properties  in  Auburn,  one 
north  of  his  monument  works  which  is  occupied  by  his  son,  Frank,  and  a 
house  across  Seventh  street  from  his  home,  which  is  n<^w  occupied  by  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Nelson.  I'os.sessing  marked  bu>inc's»s  ahilitv.  encrt^atlc  and 
hustling,  Mr.  Madden  has  long  enjoyt-d  the  major  part  of  the  business  in 
his  line  in  this  county  and  conimunit>',  and  because  of  his  success  and  his 
personal  worth  he  is  numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Madden  has  for  many  years  been  an  active  supporter  of  the  Denut- 
cratic  party,  and  in  1803  was  elected  trustee  of  his  township,  holding  the 
office  four  years.  In  Novemlwr,  fQio,  he  was  elected  auditor  of  DeKalb 
county,  and  is  the  present  incumb^'nt  of  that  ofhce.  His  nomination  was 
secured  after  an  unusually  hard  6ght,  but  his  course  in  offioe  has  proved  the 
wisdom  of  the  choice.  He  is  distinctly  a  sclfmade  man  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  the  term  and  is  entitled,  to  the  fullest  meed  of  credit  for  his  accomplish- 
ments. He  is  always  to  be  found  in  the  auditor's  office  at  six  tliirt  v  o\lock 
in  the  morning  and  keeps  hard  at  his  official  duties  until  clo«;iiit;  tiim'  in  the 
evening.  His  coufteous  treatment  of  all  who  ha\e  dealings  witli  him  have 
won  for  him  a  deserving  ix>pularity  with  the  people. 

On  December  25, 18S4,  Mr.  Madden  was  married  to  Katie  Fox,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Guillen)  Fox.  Sli-.  \va-  h  in  in  Marshall, 
Texas,  came  to  DeKall)  conntv  with  her  parents  in  1866.  ller  father  was 
a  native  of  (iL-rm.'iny  and  licr  tnolhii  nf  Georgia,  and  aft^-r  locating  in 
Auburn  her  father  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  up  to  the  tune  of  his 
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death,  which  occurre<l  on  June  19,  1878.  Mrs.  I'nx  now  iiuU:es  her  home  with 
Mrs.  Madden. 

'  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Madden  have  been  born  seven  children:    Frank,  who 

is  i-ngagcd  wiili  his  father  in  ihe  niarble  and  j^ranite  business,  was  married 
to  Myrtlf  McClcIlan,  and  tlu\  hrwc  nnc  Sdii,  Ridiard;  Leona  is  the  wife 
of  Stanley  I'.  Nelson,  deputy  county  audiUT ;  Ilffie  is  also  assisting  her  father 
in  the  auditor's  otitice;  Inez,  Mabel,  Grace  and  Homer  are  all  at  home. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Madden  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  takes 
a  lively  interest  in  the  workings  of  the  order.  Genial  and  approachable  in 
manner,  he  is  deservedly  popular  throughout  DeKalb  county. 


F,UGFA'E  C.  ALTFNUURG. 

Among  the  citizens  of  \ulnini.  hrKrilh  a>ni!i\.  Indnuni  whn  r.(CM|>v 
prominent  posicions  as  representative  men  of  the  cununumty  is  the  genilciiian 
whose  name  ajiiicars  at  the  head  of  thi.<i  sketch.  A  man  of  steriing  integrity, 
marked  business  ability  and  genial  dts|x»ition,  he  has  not  only  earned  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  hi?  twMiicss  associates,  hut  has  gained  for  himself 
the  good  will  of  all  who  have  cotMc  into  contact  with  him. 

Eugene  C  Altenhrrcr.  who  has  charge  of  tfu-  ri<l\ crti-iniT  departJuent  for 
the  Zimmerman  Manufacturing  Company  at  .^uhuni.  was  i>orn  in  the  city 
which  is  now  honored  by  his  citizenship  on  January  10,  187J.  He  is  the  son 
of  Henry  E.  and  Sarah  C.  fBodine)  Altenbiirg,  wlio  are  mentioned  spe* 
ciBcally  elsewhere  in  this  work,  therefore  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  devote 
further  space  to  them  at  this  ]H)int.  F.ugene  C  Altenhuig  was  reared  in  the 
parenird  \v>mc  at  \ul)urn  and  seciire<l  his  education  in  the  cxci  Hctil  prfilic 
schools  of  this  city.  .\t  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  uxik  up  lite  s  duties  on 
bis  own  account,  ohtaining  employment  in  the  office  of  the  Zimmerman  Manu- 
facturing Company,  with  whom  he  remained  about  live  years.  In  1899  Mr. 
Altcnburg  went  south,  \xing  located  in  three  differeiit  places  and  engaging  in 
the  drug  business  at  his  last  location.  In  .\pril.  kick;,  he  returned  to  Auburn 
and  again  became  a  inemher  of  the  ollice  force  of  the  /immcrman  {'oi>ii>;iiiy. 
being  given  charge  of  the  :id\ertising  for  that  company,  in  which  ])Osition  he 
is  still  acting.  I'ossessing  originality  and  artistic  sen.se.  Mr.  Altenburg  has 
demonstrated  his  value  to  the  business  and  has  been  one  of  the  impwtant  fac- 
tors in  the  splendid  success  which  has  characterized  this  well-known  concern. 
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Mr.  Altenbttrg  was  married,  on  October  24.  t8()4,  tn  Hatiie  K.  ("nscheer, 
the  daiigiiter  of  Dr.  Jacob  B.  and  Sarah  R.  ( Nycnm )  L  a.schcer,  who  aNn  are 
mentioned  on  other  pages  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Altenburg  iiave 
been  born  two  sons,  Harry,  bom  at  Indianapolis.  Indiana,  on  December  23, 
1896,  and  Robert  E.,  bora  at  Tulbiboma,  Tennessee,  on  October  8,  1900.  Of 
marked  domestic  tastes,  Mr.  Altenburg  is  a  home  lover  and  finds  h\-  -{icuest 
and  truest  enjoyment  in  the  plca>ant  and  attrni'tive  home  in  wliuh  lie  ii\es 

Fraternally.  Mr.  .Mtcnburg  i.s  an  apprcciatix  r  meniijcr  of  the  indei)emient 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while,  religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  E])iscopal  church.  Quiet  in  dispo^tti<Mi, 
yet  genial  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellows,  Mr.  Altenburg  has  won  a  host 
of  warm  personal  friends  in  this  community,  where  practically  his  entire  life 
^la^  licen  ]>a'<';efl  He  is  keenly  alive  to  ':u<  rrsponsil)ilities  as  a  citizen  and 
<,'i\  e>  liis  supjKirt  to  everv  movement  which  ]>romist's  to  benefit  the  community, 
materially,  educationally,  morally  or  socially.  He  is  fully  deserving  of  the 
large  measure  of  puUic  confidetMx  and  esteem  which  is  accorded  to  him. 


ORIN  BR.AMX)N. 

•Among  the  citizens  of  DcKalb  county  wh(»  are  widely  and  favorably 
known  is  Orin  Hrandon,  ntu  of  X'llmni'^  useful  aiu!  hiL'lily  p'ilpcined  men. 
His  life  has  become  a  ['art  of  lite  Instory  of  the  cusnniinnt}  111  whieh  he  has 
made  his  home  for  many  years,  and  his  long  and  honoralile  business  career 
has  brought  him  before  the  public  in  such  a  way  as  to  gain  the  esteaii  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-men  and  a  well  deserved  reputation  amcmg  his  con- 
temporaries. Keen  perception,  tireless  energy  and  honesty  of  purfiose.  com- 
bined with  mature  judgment  ami  every-<lay  common  sense,  have  ever  been 
among  his  most  promitienl  e!inrnrteristi(  i;,  and  while  laboring  for  iiuliviihial 
success  and  ff)r  the  material  interests  of  the  comnumity,  he  lias  also  been 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  moral  welfare  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
mingled. 

Orin  Brandon  was  bom  about  two  miles  west  of  Aiihum,  Indiana,  on 
January  11,  \8GS,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  F)arbara  (  K'nt/ner)  Brandon. 

Both  parents  were  natives  of  Stark  conntv.  niiin.  having  been  ijorn  a  <hort 
distance  we^t  of  Canton.  Isaac  Brandon,  who  was  l)om  on  May  u.  if<3<».  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  in  the  city  of  Canton.    His  parent.*  were  John  and  Mary 
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(Beard)  Brandon,  i]u:  fatlu-r  l)a\ ni^-  been  a  succes<;fnl  farnur  of  that  com- 
munity and  also  having  served  efticiently  as  slicrift  of  Stark  county.  He 
was  a  native  of  Pentisylvatiia.  In  June,  1849,  John  Brandon  brought  his 
family  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  the 
.  Brandon  farm,"  adjoining  Auburn  on  the  west.  With  the  exception  of  about 
six  months,  (hiriiiu:  whirh  Isaac  Brandon  was  clc  rkini^  in  Aubiirn.  the  latter 
lived  with  his  parents  initil  i8f)2,  assistin^r  hi'-  I'litlu  r  u  ith  the  farm  work. 
After  his  marriage  in  the  year  mentioned,  he  moved  to  a  farm  which  he  had 
purchased  in  Richland  township  and  lived  there  until  1873.  when  he  moved 
hack  to  the  old  homestead.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  and  his  brother,  Silas  J., 
went  to  \el3raska  with  the  intention  of  buying  land  and  locating  there,  but  in 
their  absence  their  father  was  taken  serionsly  sick  and  u|X)n"  Isaac's  return 
home,  he  settled  permanently  at  the  old  farm  Mr.  Brandon  showed  himself 
a  good  manager,  a  practical  farmer  and  a  successful  business  man.  .Although 
he  never  aspired  to  oflRcia)  honors,  he  always  took  a  deep  and  active  interest 
in  public  affairs,  giving  his  support  to  the  right  men  for  the  office  sought. 
While  a  resident  of  Richland  township  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  did  not  qualify  for  the  office.  On  March  20.  1852.  he  was  married  to 
Barbara  A  KiU/irm  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Kutzner.  a  native  of  ('anton.  Ohio. 
To  this  union  were  l>orn  the  toilowuiji;  children:  .Mva.  Ira.  Orin,  Asa.  Ulla. 
Myron  and  .\rlie.  Isaac  Brandon  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention,  and  though  advanced  in  years, 
he  was  numbered  among  the  enterprising  and  progressive  men  of  his  locality. 
His  death  occurred  on  Monday.  May  25.  u;i.V  at  his  old  home  near  .Auburn. 

Orin  Brandon  \va'<  reared  to  maturity  <>n  the  home  fa'in,  atid  a;  tin*  age 
of  seventeen  years  lie  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  going  It*  i  e.\as  and 
Indian  Territory,  where  he  fouttd  employment  on  a  railroad.  .\  year  later 
he  went  to  Jackson,  Michigan,  where  he  entered  the  emi^oy  of  the  I^e  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  railroad,  hut  quit  that  employment  because  he  did  not 
find  it  sufficiently  remunerative.  Returning  then  tn  Anhnrn  he  took  up  the 
carpenter's  trade,  at  whicli  hv  \«.Mrkef!  until  TSf)^.  uh<  n  he  and  Perrv  J  T.ong 
began  takini,'  Inulding  rontrai  t--  Tliey  wvrc  ti!i;ai,'c<l  together  in  tins  line  of 
work  about  eight  years  and  huiii  some  of  the  best  buildings  in  .Auburn,  in- 
cluding some  of  the  taiger  store  buildings  in  the  business  section  of  the  cit)'. 
In  March,  1903.  Mr.  Brandon  gave  up  the  contracting  business,  when  he  and 
O.  C  HufF,  of  South  Betul.  Indiana,  Iwught  the  hmiber  yard  formeriy  owned 
by  the  .A.  Lewis  Lumber  Comiianv.  Mr.  Htiff  cmtituied  hi'-  residence  in 
South  Bend,  and  traveled  a  great  deal,  leaving  the  actual  management  of  the 
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business  to  Mr.  Hrandon,  who  gave  to  it  his  personal  attention,  and  to  whose 
effective  efforts  was  due  the  large  trade  which  they  enjoyed  in  this  hne.  In 
March,  1913,  th<-  Ihitl  interests  were  purchased  hv  I'Vank  \V.  Olinjjer,  of 
Auburn,  who  continues  to  be  the  business  associate  of  Mr.  Brandon.  The 
latter  gives  practically  K»  entire  time  to  the  lumber  bimness,  althougfi  he  is 
also  comiccted  with  the  Auburn  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  carries 
a  large  and  complete  line  of  both  building  and  dimension  stodc,  and  side  lines 
required  in  the  building  trade,  so  that  he  is  able  to  accommodate  any  calls 
upon  him  in  his  line. 

In  the  local  life  of  the  comnuinity  Mr.  Brandon  has  taken  a  deep  and 
abiding  interest  and  for  about  eight  years  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  city 
council.  While  he  was  in  office  the  contract  was  let  for  the  first  paved  streets 
in  Auburn,  and  the  sewer  system  was  contracted  for  just  before  he  entered 
office.  Fraternally  Mr.  Brandon  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of. 
Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  takes  a  dec])  interest,  and  he  and  his  family  belong 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  he  hf>nu/  a  trustee  of  the  local  oro^anization. 

On  April  9,  189 1,  Mr.  Brandon  married  Winnie  Kant,  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  ( Ashelman)  Rant.  She  was  bom  and  reared  in  Auburn, 
and  in  her  veins  runs  stanch  old  German  blood,  her  father  having  been  a 
native  of  the  Fatherland,  and  her  mother,  thotigh  of  Swiss  parentage,  was 
born  abr)ut  a  half-mile  east  of  Auhiim  Frederick  Rant  came  here  when  a 
yotiHij  man  and  marrict!  Mary  Ashelman.  lie  fcllnwed  the  vocations  of  har- 
ness making  and  shoe  making  in  the  early  days,  and  was  also  a  successful  and 
popular  preacher  in  the  German  Metho^st  churdi.  M aiy  Ashelman  was  the 
dat^hter  of  John  J.  Ashelman,  an  old  settler,  who  followed  farming  east  of 
Auburn,  where  Mrs.  Brandon's  mother  w  as  reared.  Her  father  died  here 
about  1880,  and  the  mother  still  lives  in  Auburn. 

John  I'.  A<;helinan,  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  lirandon,  was  born  at 
Basle,  Switzerland,  in  1792,  was  reared  in  tliat  city  and  there  engaged  in 
the  milk  business.  He  married  Mary  Everhart  in  Basle,  and  within  a  year 
afterward  he  came  to  America,  arriving  here  in  1852  and  locating  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  tor  alKUit  ten  years.  He  liought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  there  and  gave  his  attention  to  its  cultivation.  In  18^6  he  came 
to  .Auburn,  DeKalh  cotintv.  Indinna.  there  being  then  but  three  hoU'=e^  in 
Auburn.  He  entered  land  upon  his  arrival  here,  and  while  building  his  lirsl 
home,  he  lodged  with  some  friejidly  Indians.  His  entire  possessions  of  real 
estate  here  amounted  to  about  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  located  at 
the  east  edge  of  Auburn,  part  of  which  being  now  onnprised  within  the 
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dty  limits.   He  also  entered  a  tract  of  land  near  the  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  this 

stntc.  He  contracted  to  have  some  of  the  land  cleared,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1842,  then  came  here  and  spent  the  balance 
of  his  life  on  his  own  place.  His  deatli  occurred  in  1856.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  several  years,  dying  in  1864.  At  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr.  Ashel- 
aan  owned  nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  was  cmsidered  quite 
wdl-to-do  for  that  day.  They  were  the  |>arents  of  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Mrs.  I''lizabeth  ('armcr.  Moses.  Mrs.  liarbara  Eckhart  and 
William  are  dcce.i'^ed  llm^r  living  are  Mrs.  Mary  Rant.  Mrs.  Regina 
Weaver,  Mrs.  Annie  Walker,  Christopher,  and  Mrs.  Rosa  Saxton.  John  L'. 
Ashclman  was  in  many  respects  one  of  the  remarkable  men  of  his  day  and 
generation.  He  was  not  only  a  pioneer,  but  took  a  prominent  leading  |)art 
in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  early  conununity.  and  none  of  the 
men  who  made  the  early  history  of  this  locality  is  entitled  to  greater  credit 
for  its  (U  \  ill  >iiiiifti?  tlinn  he.  Ivnergy,  liospitalif \  ;in<I  ,il>^nlnte  iiiteyritv  wt-n* 
his  leading  charactenstu s  and  his  long  life  was  a  blessing  to  the  conmiunity. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr^.  Brandon  have  been  burn  four  children,  three  of  whom 
:ii'e  living :  KusMrll.  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years:  Charles  A..  Annie  L. 
and  Mary  Elizabeth.  By  a  straightforward  and  conimendaUe  course.  Mr. 
Brandon  has  made  his  way  to  a  respectable  position  in  the  business  world, 
winning;  'hv  !nai  i\  ailniirntion  of  the  people  of  his  city  and  earnin;^  n  rp|mta- 
tion  as  a  \  er\-  t  arcf'al  and  proo^res'jivc  man  of  affairs,  and  a  broaii-niiiided. 
upright  and  charitable  citizen,  whom  tlie  pulilic  has  not  been  slow  to  recognize 
and  appreciate. 


DR.  JOHN  E.  GRAHAM. 

The  true  western  spirit  of  progress  and  enterprise  is  strikingly  exempli- 
fied in  the  lives  of  such  men  as  Dr.  Graham,  men  whose  eneigetic  nature 

and  laudable  ambition  have  enabled  them  to  conquer  many  adverse  circnm- 
stantes  and  a<lvance  steadily  to  leading  jxisitions  in  professional  and  business 
life.  The  Doctor  is  a  worthy  representative  of  this  class  and  is  now  a 
prominent  ti^ure  in  the  professional  circles  of  DeKalb  cbunfy.  having  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  town  of  Auburn 
since  1899. 

John  E.  Graham,  a  successful  dentist  and  popular  citizen  of  Auhnm. 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  was  born  at  I  renton,  Ontario,  Canada,  on  October 
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3»  itfy5»  and  is  the  son  of  Major  John  E.  Graham  and  Jcnnte  £.  (Mejrers) 
Graham.  Major  Graham  was  a  graduate  of  Fort  William  Mititaiy  Academy, 
at  Kington,  Ontario,  an  institution  similar  to  the  United  Stntc;  Military 
Acarlomv  at  W  est  i'oint.  ]  Te  was  commissioned  a  ma  jor  in  the  English 
army,  but  suliseqiiently  rcaigneti  and  iKcame  engaged  in  business  at  Trenton. 
His  wife  was  a  granddaughter  of  <^d  Captain  John  Meyers,  who,  during  the 
French  andJndian  war  north  of  Lake  Erie,  was  a  courier  between  Quebec  and 
Detroit.  A  brother  of  Major  Meyers  is  now  mayor  of  Kingston,  an  office 
that  receives  much  more  honor  in  CamAn  than  in  this  country.  Major  Gra- 
ham died  shortly  before  the  birth  of  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  When 
the  latter  was  about  twelve  years  old,  his  mother  brought  him  to  the  United 
States,  and  subsequently  she  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Moody,  of  Waterloo^ 
DeKalb  coimty.  Indiana,  her  present  residence  being  at  Auburn.  John  E. 
Graham,  who  is  m'  tlu-  third  generation  of  the  family  to  bear  that  name, 
attended  the  cnnnnun  and  high  schools  at  W'aterlfvo  and  qr.idiiated  in  iSmjj^. 
Then,  because  of  ill  health,  he  siJcni  a  year  in  the  highlands  of  Ontario.  In 
the  fait  of  1894  he  entered  the  doital  <fepartment  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  Arbor,  completing  the  course  and  receiving  his  degree  in  1897. 
He  immediately  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  bis  profession  at  Water- 
loo. iMit  two  yeaf  later  m(>\c'd  (o  Auburn,  where  lie  lias  remained  and  where 
he  lias  built  up  a  large  and  representative  patronage.  He  possesses  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  his  profession  anil  keeps  closely  in  touch  with  the  latest 
advances  made  in  the  science  of  denttsUy.  being  now  numbered  among  ^e 
ablest  and  most  successful  in  his  line  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

On  December  31,  1900,  Dr.  Graham  married  Bertha  Kiplinger,  of 
Waterkx),  daughter  of  Michael  Kiplins^cr  and  wife,  who  are  represented  el'^e- 
where  in  this  volume.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  namely : 
Gladwyn,  DuVem  and  Erthotia. 

In  l3a»  civic  life  of  the  cornmunity  in  which  he  lives.  Dr.  Graham  has 
kng  taken  an  active  .md  prominent  part  and  from  i()(V>  to  1910  he  served 
as  president  of  the  city  board  of  health.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  fonrteeinli  dejjree  of  the 
Scottish  Kite.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Uniform 
Rank,  and  has  served  as  duuicellor  commander  of  the  lodge  at  Waterkxx 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Modem  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood 
of  American  Yeomen.  ReliL,dously,  Dr.  Graham  ami  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  the  Dixtor  is  an  elder,  and  in  Tqio  he 
was  honored  by  being  made  a  commissioner  to  the  general  assembly  of  the 
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church  which  met  at  Atlantic  City.    He  is  a  straightforward,  conscientious 

man,  in  whom  hi«;  fellow  citizens  have  marked  confidence  beran?f  of  his 
public  spirit  and  splendid  personal  qualities.  Personally  he  is  genial  and 
companionable,  and  is  popular  in  the  social  circles  in  which  he  moves. 


DR.  LIDA  (POWERSJ  LEASUKE. 

The  life  of  the  scholarly  or  profes8i<xial  mati  or  woman  seldom  exhibits 
nnv  of  those  •striking  incidents  that  'ieizo  upon  public  fi-eliiit,'  and  attract  at- 
tention, iheir  characters  an-  generally  maile  up  of  the  .aggregate  qualities 
and  qualifications  they  may  possess,  as  these  may  be  elicited  by  the  exercise 
of  the  duties  of  their  vocations  or  the  particular  professions  to  which  thejr 
belong.  But  when  such  persons  have  so  impressed  their  individualities  upon 
tiieir  fellows  as  to  gain  their  confidence  and  throuf^  that  confidence  rise  to 
important  ptihlic  tni'^t.  they  herome  con'^piciions  figures  in  the  IkhIv  politic  of 
the  community,  fhe  subject  ol  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  scholarly  wt>nicn  of 
her  county,  who,  not  content  to  hide  her  talents  amid  life's  sequestered  ways, 
has,  by  the  fofce  of  will  and  a  laudahle  ambition,  forged  to  the  front  in  an 
exacting  and  responsible  calling  and  earned  an  honorable  reputation  as  the 
head  of  one  of  the  most  im|Kirtnnt  branches  of  public  service.  She  i?  .1  woll- 
educated,  symmetrically  developed  woman  and,  her  work  as  nn  nhicitor  h.'i\  - 
ing  brought  her  prominently  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  the  result  has  been  a 
demand  fur  her  services  where  a  high  standard  of  professional  excellence  is 
required.  She  is  fully  abreast  the  times  in  advanced  educational  methods  and 
her  general  knowledge  is  broad  and  comprehensive.  Because  of  her  earnest 
life,  high  attainments,  well  rounded' character  and  large  influence,  she  is  emi- 
nently entitled  to  representalion  in  a  work  nf  ihr  rb,! meter  nf  the  one  in  hand. 

Dr.  Lida  Leasurc  is  a  daughter  ot  tiic  old  Hoosicr  state,  having  been 
born  at  Spring  Hill,  near  Greensburg,  Indiana,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (Hood)  Powers.  She  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  her  elementary 
education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  of  her  neighborhood,  which 
was  supplemeiiled  by  attemlance  at  a  local  acatlcmy.  .\t  the  ago  of  about 
twcntv  vears  she  became  a  >-1iifUiit  in  the  Terre  Haute  Normal  School,  where 
she  was  grailuatcd,  after  which  slie  engaged  in  leaching  .school.  Her  first 
pedagogical  work  was  as  a  tcadier  in  the  high  school  at  Marsliall»  Tlltnois. 
after  which  she  taught  in  the  Model  School  at  Terre  Haute  and  in  the  In- 
dianapolis high  school.  In  1878  she  came  to  Auburn,  where  for  sevenil  yvar» 
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she  taught  in  the  high  school,  and  served  as  superintendent  of  the  city  schools, 
where  she  earned  a  splendid  reputation  for  botli  educational  and  executive 
ability.  In  i88<)  she  taught  in  the  hii^h  sc1kk)1  at  Princeton.  Indiana,  and  on 
December  30th,  that  year,  siic  was  married  to  Jolin  H.  Leasure,  of  Auburn, 
after  which  she  resigned  her  position  at  Princeton  and  returned  tO' Auburn  to 
reside.  However,  her  love  for  educational  work  again  attracted  her  to  the 
school  room  and  in  1882  and  for  two  t)r  three  years  thereafter  she  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Auburn  high  school.  About  this  time  she  tleterminetl  to  take 
up  the  practice  of  medicine  and  to  this  end  she  matriculated  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  she  was 
graduated  in  1888,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  For  a  while  Dr. 
Leasure  practiced  her  profession  at  Auburn,  but  m  1892  she  moved  to  An- 
gola and,  with  the  exception  of  ,t  >c.-ir  at  Logansporl,  Indiana.  ^lu  wn-  en- 
gaged in  the  activi-  practice  at  An^nla  until  1003.  when,  having  found  her 
profe'^sionrd  duties  too  exacting  and  Iht  Ims'iand's  husini-ss  re(|uiring  his 
constant  presence  at  Auburn,  they  returned  to  the  latter  place,  where  they 
have  since  resided.  Here,  having  nlinqnished  her  medical  practice.  Dr. 
Leasure  again  entered  tlie  echicational  work  and  for  two  years  wass  principal 
of  the  Riley  school,  and  taught  a  year  in  the  high  school,  resignif^  tin  latter 
position.  In  Jime,  191 1,  without  <oHcitation  on  her  part,  she  was  elected  to 
the  |K>sition  of  countv  ^iiprrintcmK'r.t  of  schools,  she  havtiii;:  ijivcn  her  consent 
to  the  election  in  resjMmse  to  the  ret|uest  of  a  ntunlnrr  ot  the  county's  in- 
fluential tntstees.  She  was  elected  for  a  four-year  term. .  liut  by  legislative 
enactment  her  term  has  been  extended  to  191 7.  To  Dr.  Leasure  Mongs  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  woman  to  be  elected  to  a  public  office  in  Indiatia 
and  nlsd  of  heiti<r  the  f»idy  w(»nmn  superintendent  in  the  state.  Though  a 
very  hiiv\  woman,  and  tlie  duties  of  her  office  rcsp»»nsiI»U'  and  exacting,  she 
loves  the  wori<  and  is  di.scharging  her  oHicial  duties  m  a  manner  tliat  has  won 
the  approval  an.d  commendation  of  all  classes.  Personally.  Dr.  T.«asure  is  a 
woman  of  many  gracious  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  liave  endeared  her 
to  all  who  know  her.  Aside  from  her  professional  work,  the  takes  an  intel- 
ligent interest  in  the  "iocial,  niornl  and  civic  life  of  the  communitv,  -supporting 
every  movement  for  the  advancenum  "i  the  welfare  of  the  community.  She 
is  an  honorary  member  rjf  the  l.adies'  l.iitrarv  Club  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  while  her  religicnts  membership  is 
with  tte  Pk'esbyterian  church,  of  which  she  is  an  earnest  member. 

By  her  tmion  with  John  H.  Leasure.  who  is  referred  to  specifically  else- 
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where  in  this  work,  Mrs.  L.casure  luis  become  the  nuitiicr  of  the  following 
children:  FIosmC  tliL  wife  i-f  Harrv  M.  Richwinc,  of  Auburn,  and  the 
mother  of  a  fl.'uii;htLr,  Iltlcn  Maii,'uerile ;  and  J.  Kent,  who  is  a  sdulent  in 
the  medical  (.lepartnieiit  ot  the  State  University  at  Rlooniington.  Indiana. 


DAVID  J.  SVVARTS.  M.  D. 

In  giving  the  life  record  of  the  late  Dr.  David  J.  Swarts,  of  Auburn, 

Indiana,  it  is  lieliexed  that  it  will  lie  an  incentive  to  the  young  who  may  peruse 
it  to  lead  nobler  livrs.  have  higher  ambitions  and  acconiplisli  tnore  for  their 
fellow-nicn,  for  his  htV  was  ever  led  along  a  plane  of  high  cmk.uor,  always 
consistent  with  irutli  in  ns  highest  forms  and  ever  in  keeping  willi  honorable 
principles.  He  had  an  altruistic  spirit — and  for  a  half  century  he  put  forth 
every  effort  in  his  power  to  alleviate  suffering,  so  that  his  name  deserves  to 
go  down  in  the  history  of  his  locality  as  one  of  its  worthiest  and  most  faithful 
and  etTicicMt  physicians.  Thus,  for  many  reasons,  not  the  least  of  which  is 
the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  patriotic  .sons  of  the  North  who.  when  the 
terrible  tocsin  ot  war  sounded  in  the  early  sixties,  unhesitatingly  gave  up  tlie 
pleasures  of  home  and  the  pursuit  of  a  profitable  profession  to  do  what  he 
could  in  behalf  of  the  National  Union,  the  biographer  is  glad  to  set  forth  the 
salient  facts  concerning  his  long,  tiseful  and  honorable  career. 

David  J.  Swarts  was  born  near  Jeromevillc.  Ashland  cfninty.  Ohio,  on 
jtme  30.  1831'.  and  was  a  >on  of  David  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Swarts.  He 
reniaincd  on  the  farm  with  his  |>arents  until  nineteen  years  uf  age.  in  the 
meantime  securing  the  rudiments  of  his  edncaticm  in  the  common  schools. 
He  then  became  a  student  in  Vermillion  Academy,  at  Hayesville.  Ohio, 
where  he  remainc<l  two  and  a  half  years.  In  1856,  having  determined  to 
make  the  ])ractice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  he  entered  upon  it«  ^tudy  under 
the  direction  (tf  !>'n  ;iirs  ?\i>hinson  and  Firestone,  of  \\"on>ter,  Ohin.  with 
wboni  he  rciraincd  until  tlu  fail  of  1S5S.  He  then  entered  tlic  Ohio  Medical 
ColK.iic  ul  C  incinn.iti.  wliere  he  was  graduated  in  March,  i860,  aJid  later  took 
a  post-graduate  course  in  the  Rellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  in  New 
York  City.  He  first  located  at  Reedsbnrg,  Ohio,  but  in  November,  i860, 
removed  to  Auburn,  Indiana,  where  his  ainlities  were  quicldy  recognized  and 
he  was  soon  in  command  "f  a  Inrt:^?'  and  remunerative  pnfronai,'e  Hi';  private 
professional  career  was  interrujJted.  however,  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the 


Digitized  by  Goo^^Ie 


hbkalb  county^  Indiana. 


387 


Rebellion,  which  aroused  his  patriotic  spirit  and,  in  June.  1862,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  A,  One  Hundredth  Regiment  Indiana  V<4untee!r 

Infantry.  At  the  organisation  of  the  company  he  was  elected  and  com- 
missioned first  heiitcnant.  in  wliicli  capacity  he  scr\ed  until  the  following' 
October,  when  he  rcsipm  H  his  coniniission  in  orrler  to  accept  the  co!T)mis«ifin 
of  assistant  surgeon  of  his  regiment,  and  rendered  most  faithful  and  etticieiu 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  in  June.  1865.  He 
participated  in  most  of  the  battles  in  which  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  under 
Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  engaged,  including  Pigeon  Roost,  Resaca.  Kenesaw 
'Mountain,  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Mission  Ridge,  Rlack 
River,  siege  of  Jackson.  Lovejoy  Station,  Bentonviile  and  many  others  of 
scarcely  less  importance. 

In  his  professional  practice  Doctor  Swarls  was  numbered  among  the 
most  successful  in  his  section  of  the  state,  and  was  held  in  the  highest  regard 
among  his  professicmal  colleagues.  In  1862,  prior  to  his  enlistment,  he  had 
been  employed  as  one  of  the  county  physicians,  and  in  1880  he  was  again 
appointed  to  that  fx>$ition.  while  lu-  rendered  effective  service  as  secre- 
tary of  the  cniiTMv  hoard  (»f  health.  He  was  not  only  an  able  physici.in.  but 
he  was  characiei  i/ed  by  a  profoun<l  human  sympathy,  which  ovcrlea|x-d  niere 
sentiment  to  become  his  actuating  motive.  Those  who  knew  him  well  were 
unstinted  in  their  praise  of  his  kindly  disposition  and  his  superior  ability. 
He  was  a  memlKT  of  the  DeKalb  Oninty  Medical  Society,  the  Indiana  State 
Medical  Society,  the  'i>i-State  Medical  Society  and  the  .American  Medical 
Association  In  the  summer  of  rr)Oo  Dm'tor  Sv,art«;  tf>f)k  a  trip  to  Fnrope, 
his  itinerary  embracing  F.ngland,  (iermany,  Switzerlantl  and  France,  \  isiting 
the  Paris  Exposition,  while,  professionally,  he  visited  a  number  of  the  leading 
hospitals  of  Europe. 

Dr.  David  J.  Swarts  died  on  March  3.  1905,  in  Beaver  county;  Okla- 
homa, where  he  had  entered  a  go\-ernment  claim  on  which  he  was  staying  to 
prove  it  up.  but  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  his  failing  health.  Hi»;  remains  were 
brought  lack  to  .Auburn  for  inieniient.  His  loss  was  deeply  leh  in  this  com- 
munity, where  so  many  of  his  active  years  had  been  passed,  his  death  coming 
to  many  as  a  personal  bereavement,  for  he  had  endeared  himself  to  alt  who 
were  numbered  among  his  friends. 

On  August  28.  1862,  Pr.  David  Swarts  was  married  to  Vesta  M.  Ward, 
the  daughter  of  Rev.  Stei)Iicn  Rrown  and  T.attra  W'rird,  of  Auburn,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Slie  was  Ixirn  iit  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  on  .April  26,  1841.  and  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  with  her  par- 
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ents  in  1H4J.  She  received  her  early  education  in  the  Auburn  public  schools, 
cmnpleiins^  her  studies  at  the  Xortheastern  Indiaii.-i  Academy,  at  Orlaud, 
.Steutien  eount\.  ui  1S5K.  She  tlu'ti  hes^an  tearhinn  and  I'rciu  thai  time  up 
to  her  marriage  lo  i doctor  Swarts  she  was  idcniiiied  with  the  educational 
interests  of  DeKalb  county,  eventnaJly  becoming  superintendent  of  the  Auburn 
schools.  For  a  year  during  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  war  she  tai^t  school 
in  Ilicksville.  Ohio,  and  in  the  great  issue  between  the  North  and  the  South 
her  loyalty  inspired  her  to  active  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Union.  She  gave 
frequent  talks  and  readings  at  meetinjjs  called  for  the  onltstnient  of  volun- 
teers, and  later  while  teaching  at  Auburn  ^ht  had  a  cla^a  of  thirty  students 
who  sang  war  cainijaign  songs  on  such  occasions.  She  still  has  in  her  posses- 
sion several  copies  of  these  songs. 

In  July,  1864,  Mrs.  Swarts,  possessed  with  a  deep  consciousness  of  a 
call  to  duty,  resigned  her  position  in  the  Auburn  schools  and  started  for  the 
Southland,  her  intention  heini^  tn  join  lu  r  husljand  and  assist  him  in  his  care 
for  the  sick  anfl  wniinde<!  ^  iltlier>.  He  wa«  then  located  at  Altoona  Pas»i, 
Georgia.  Siic  called  on  (lovcrnor  Morton  and  asked  for  a  pass,  which  he 
readily  gave  her.  tmt  told  her  that  communication  was  cut  off  by  Hood's  amiy. 
which  was  in  Kentucky,  and  that  she  probably  would  not  be  able  to  get  through 
for  some  time.  However,  he  jja\e  her  an  order  to  report  for  service  to  Mrs. 
Annie  VVittenmyer.  n\  the  C  hristian  Commission,  at  Louisville,  and  tiiere,  on 
July  15th,  she  bej^aii  lier  work  as  nurse  in  the  Brown  U.  S.  (ieneral  Hospital. 
In  October  of  the  same  year  she  was  transferred  to  the  I  rutendcn  IT.  S. 
General  Hosfiital,  at  Louisville,  where  she  remained  tmtil  March  27,  1865, 
when,  being  unfit  for  further  duty  on  account  of  poor  hcahh.  she  was  honor- 
ably dischaiged  and  returned  to  her  home.  Her  experiences  in  this  work 
were  necessarily  far  from  plea^^  int,  but  she  devoted  herself,  heart  and  soul, 
to  the  work  for  wtiich  she  had  dtteud  lu  rsi  lf  niid  her  record  during  that  trv- 
ing  period  was  one  of  faithful  and  sell  Iwi^ctting  service  for  others.  Only 
those  who  ha\e  had  actual  experience  on  the  1)attlefield  or  in  hospitals  can 
fully  realize  how  cheap  human  life  is  ofttimes  held  in  time  of  war  or  of  the 
awful  carnage  of  battle.  In  the  Crimean  war  Florence  Nightingale  ted  her 
devoted  band  of  mtrses  ak>nii?  a  new  route  in  the  mitigation  of  the  horrors 
of  war.  and  her  .\mcrican  sistef  followetl  alonij  the  same  mrrctfnl  and  Im  ing 
way.  The  nurses  of  the  Civil  war  were  recruited  from  evtrv  (la\  life  and 
Mrs.  Swarts  was  justly  proud  of  the  commis.^ion  which  .she  held  from  the 
government,  for  such  commissions  were  not  to  be  had  for  the  mere  asking. 
Referring  to  her  experiences  in  those  days,  Mrs.  Swarts.  in  one  of  her  letters. 
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wrote  as  follows- :  "A  circular  ?;ent  out  hy  the  <sHperinlt  nclcm  uf  nurses  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission  stated  emphatically  that  all  nurses  are  required  to 
be  very  plain  looking  wometi,  their  dfeases  must  be  browtf  or  Uack;  with  no 
bows,  no  cuth  or  jewelry,  and  no  hoop  skirts.  I  could  have  ftlfed  that  bwH 
of  particulars  perfectly,  hut  was  spared  the  mqnisition,  (ot  Mrs.  Wittenrayer, 
of  the  Christian  Commission,  to  whom  I  reported  for  duty,  was  kss  exactmg 
and  my  paiJcrs  were  duly  signed  hy  order  of  Secretary  Stanton  and  the  our- 
geon-general  ui  the  army."  Again  she  wrote:  "The  army  nurses  know  no 
North,  no  South,  in  their  care  for  the  sick  and  suffering." 

In  1878  Mrs.  Swarts  decided  to  devote  herself  to  the  practice  of  medicine 
and,  after  studying  for  awhile  with  her  husband,  she  took  special  courses  in 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  was  admittrfl  to  the  junior  class  of  the  department 
of  iiiedicine  '>f  the  I'ni\ersity  of  Michijfan,  at  Ann  Arlmr.     And  nn  March  I. 

she  LcratUuiietl  at  the  Ft  W  avnr  ColU-ire  <»f  Mrcliciiit-  and  received  her 
degree.  She  immediately  entcrctl  upon  the  active  practice  of  her  profession 
at  Auburn  and  later  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

Dr.  Vesta  M.  Swarts  is  a  woman  of  his^  intellectaal  attainments,  thor- 
oughly  demonstrated  professional  ahility.  and  exalted  |i€rsonal  clraracter,  sf) 
that  she  has  ai  all  limes  enjoyed  the  ftiHe'-'t  tneM'iMre  of  i  uiindetue  and  regard 
throutrhont  tlic  community  wlure  ])ractica!ly  her  entire  life  ha>  lieeii  s|H"nt. 

To  David  J.  and  Vesta  Swarts  were  ixsrn  two  cinldren.  nameiy ;  Harris 
J.,  on  August  24,  1866,  and  Willard  Ward,  on  July  14,  1872.  Harris  J. 
secured  his  educational  training  in  the  Auburn  public  schools  and  then  com- 
pleted a  thorough  course  in  practical  telegrajihy,  in  which  he  became  an  ex- 
pert. From  1884  he  was  employed  in  active  railroad  service  as  an  operator 
and  in  1893  he  became  a  train  dispatcher  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
Company,  being  now  located  ai  a  chief  dispatcher  at  Freeport,  Illinois.  He 
has  been  a  prudent  manager  of  his  private  affairs  and  is  the  owner  of  vafu- 
able  real  estate  at  Auburn.  He  was  one  of  the  original  hicorporators  of  the 
Auburn  Hardware  Gunpany,  in  which  company  he  was  a:  stockholder.  On 
November  i,  1888.  he  married  Chloe  S.  Shoemaker,  the  daugliter  of  A.  Shoe- 
maker, of  Decattir.  Illinois.  To  them  were  horn  two  children.  MaW  Vesta, 
born  Jtine  27,  1890,  and  Harold  Ward,  born  May  4,  1894,  the  latter  dying 
on  October  28.  1896,  and  the  fonner  less  than  a  week  Tater,  on  November 
ad,  both  deaths  being  caused  by  malignant  diphtheria.  Dr.  Willarcf  Ward 
Swarts  received  his  elementary  education  m  the  Auburn  public  schoofs,  and 
during  both  his  junior  and  senior  years  in  high  school  was  president  of  his 
dass.   He  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  his  parents. 


Digitized  by  Google 


390 


DEKALB  qOUNTVj.IN^UVIflttCt 


and  then  todc  the  full  course  in  the  Ft  Wayne  College  uf  Medicine,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  where  he  received 

his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Soon  afterwards  he  took  two  terms  at. 
the  Post-Gradiiate  Medical  School  and  Hospital  at  Chicago,  after  which  he 
located  at  Poe.  Allen  county,  Indiana,  where  he  devoted  hitnself  to  the  general 
practice  of  uiedicinc  and  surgery.  l*"ive  and  a  half  years  later  he  removed  to 
Auburn,  where  he  has  continued  in  the  practice,  with  excellent  results.  He 
is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Ft  Wayne  College  of  Medicine  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation, and  while  in  Alien  cotuity  he  was  a  member  of  the  Allen  Coun^ 
Medical  Society  and  was  a  charter  niemlx-r  of  the  Ft.  Wayne  .Academy  of 
Mefh'cine.  He  i?  now  n  member  of  the  DeKalb  County  Medical  Society,  the 
Iiuliana  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  .Medical  Association  He 
was  apiJointed  in  January,  1914,  as  secretary  of  the  Auburn  city  Iward  of 
health,  for  a  term  of  four  years.  On  February  3,  1897,  Dr.  Willard  Swarts- 
married  Nell  Garside,  the  daughter  of  James  W.  Garside,  of  Edon,  Williams 
county,  Ohio,  assistant  cashier  of  the  Kdon  Banking  Company.  To  Dr. 
Swarts  and  wife  have  been  iKjrn  two  children.  Irene,  bom  March  7,  1898.. 
and  Ward  Garstde.  bom  September  28,  1906. 


JOHN  LEAS. 

It  is  a  well  attested  maxim  that  the  greatness  of  a  community  or  a  county 
or  a  state  lies  not  in  the  machinery  of  government  nor  even  in  its  institutions, 
but  rather  in  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  individual  citizen,  in  lii-^  capacity  for 
high  and  imselfish  effort  and  his  dcv  itinti  to  the  public  welfare.  In  the.sc 
particulars,  he  whose  name  ap|)ears  at  the  head  of  this  memnir  mnfem-d 
honor  and  dignity  upon  the  locality  nf  liis  residence,  and  as  an  eiemenlal  part 
of  history  it  is  consonant  that  there  should  be  recorded  a  resume  of  his  career., 
with  the  object  in  view  of  noting  his  connection  with  the  advancement  of  one 
of  the  most  flourishing  and  progre.«isivc  sections  of  the  common  wealth,  as  well' 
as  his  relations  with  the  commercial  and  financial  affairs  of  the  community- 
honored  by  his  citizenship. 

John  I.eas  was  born  in  X  laiiis  cuiuity,  l'ciiii>\ Uaiiia.  near  the  bi--toric 
cuy  oi  Gettysburg,  on  July  i-',  ifi^i^,  and  was  a  son  of  Col.  John.  Jr.,  and 
Sophia  (Spangler)  Leas,  both  of  whom  also  were  natives  of  the  old  Key- 
stone state.  ,He  came  of  good  old  .American  stock,  his  paternal  grandfather 
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having  been  a  soldier  m  the  v\ar  of  the  Rt'vnhnion.  C  olonel  l.cas  was  a 
farmer  and  in  1818  he  emigrated  to  Sunk  couniv,  Ohio,  where  he  began 
operations  on 'a  tract  of  vifgin  soil.  In  1838  he  went  to  Guernsey  county, 
(hat  state,  and  there  again  created  a  good  farm  out  of  what  was  formerly 
a  wilderness  In  the  fall  of  1852  the  Colonel  came  to  DeKalb  county.  Indi- 
ana, and  located  on  secti  on  5.  Smithfield  to\\n.shi|).  where  he  again  made  a 
fann.  and  tlierc  In-  rciuaiiU'd  until  iSdU.  \\\u:n  he  nun-ed  to  W'ateHon.  where 
his  dcatii  occurred  m  1875.  While  a  resident  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  he  was 
oommissioned  colonel  of  a  raiment  of  militia.  In  politics  he  was  a  Jack- 
aontan  Democrat  and  he  acceptably  filled  a  munber  of  local  offices.  His  wife 
died  in  1882.  They  were  members  of  the  Reformed  church.  Colonel  Leas, 
who  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  hccanie  a  prominent  figure  and 
an  im])ortrtnt  fart  vr  in  the  afTairs  of  the  various  communities  where  he  lived 
and  enjoyed  universal  respect. 

John  Leas  was  reared  upon  the  paternal  farmstead  in  Stark  county. 
Ohio,  whither  the  family  had  moved  when  he  was  but  three  years  old.  Owing^ 
to  the  modest  circumstances  of  the  family,  he  was  not  given  large  oppor- 
ttmities  for  an  education,  the  log-cahin  school  of  that  locality  being  his  only 
chance  While  still  a  resident  of  that  coimty.  he  was  imrried  to  Susan 
Schimpfi,  a  native  <,\  (itrniaiiy,  who  had  emigratcfl  tei  th!>;  rowitry  when 
thirteen  years  of  age.  To  that  union  were  born  twelve  chddrcn,  nanieiy : 
Peter,  Susan  and  a  daughter  unnamed  died  in  infancy;  Martin  Van  Buren. 
who  wa.s  bom  at  O.^nabui^.  Starlc  rotmty.  Ohit^.  on  August  35.  1840,  died  at 
his  home  in  Salem  township,  Steuben  county.  Indi.ina.  on  March  31.  i8<>t); 
Jacob  II.,  who  lives  north  of  Hudson.  i<  the  (»I<le-t  nf  the  fatntiv  n  nv  living: 
John  S.,  who  lived  m  Salem  townslni»,  .Steniien  county,  died,  leaxing  six  chil- 
dren by  his  first  marriage  and  two  by  the  second;  his  widow  now  lives  at 
Ashlar;  Elizabeth  L.  is  the  wife  of  Oscar  Taylor,  a  banker  at  Hamilton; 
Adeline  is  the  wife  of  Miles  Jefferson  Waterman,  of  Franklin  township,  this 
county:  the  other  four  cliildren.  Mezekiah  H.,  Obe<tiah,  William  Henrv  and 
Daniel  Louis,  all  live  at  Waterlo>>,  this  c<umty.  and  are  represented  in  indi- 
vidual sketches  elsewhere  in  tln'<  work.  In  i8.}2  John  I.eas  came  to  Indiana, 
purchasing  one  hundred  and  forty -three  acres  of  land,  and  the  following  year 
he  moved  his  family  to  this  state.  In  1867  he  came  to  DeKalb  ooiHity  and 
bought  a  line  farm  in  SmithfieM  township  and  one  year  later  moved  on  it. 
and  made  it  his  permanent  home,  owning  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
at  the  time  of  his  death  and  being  mmihercd  among  the  successful  and  enter- 
prising farmers  of  the  county.    In  1871  Mr.  Leas  was  one  of  the  leaders  in 
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the  organization  of  the  Citizens  iiank  at  Waterloo,  which  had  a  most  suc- 
cessful career.  In  the  course  of  time  he  bought  out  the  other  partners  and  in 
i88i  became  the  sole  owner  of  the  bank,  whidi  he  retained  until  1896,  when 
be  sold  it  to  his  son,  Hezekiah,  and  retired  from  active  business  life,  hii 
death  oocttm'ng  on  June  25,  1897. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Txtt!  \vas  a  remarkalile  one  in  several  respects  and 
the  f.xanipic  of  his  liif  is  one  worthy  of  emulation.  When  he  first  came  to 
Indiana  his  material  possessions  consisted  of  eighty-five  dollars  in  money  and 
a  yoke  of  oxen,  but  he  was  endowed  with  a  targe  ambition  and  a  great 
capacity  for  work,  elements  which  will  insure  success  in  almost  any  under- 
taking  Indefatigal>le  in  his  efforts,  keeping  ever  before  him  the  highest  of 
ideals,  he  gradually  forged  ahead  and  exenttially  gained  not  only  a  con)[)e- 
tency,  but  also  the  um'ver<;nl  r-mritlence  and  good  will  •  >(  bis  fellow  citi'cn- 

Mrs.  Susan  Leas  died  on  June  15,  1881,  and  subsetpienily  Mr.  Leas  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Amanda  Malloty  Patterson,  widow  of  Robert  PatterscHi.  to  which 
union  were  bom  five  children. 

Politically,  Mr.  Leas  always  supported  the  Democratic  party  and  in 
several  offices  of  local  importance  he  rendered  valuable  services  to  his  com- 
munity. Ixclicjiiui^ly.  he  was  a  member  of  the  Heforme<l  church,  while,  fra- 
ternally, he  was  a  nicnibcr  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Mas<ins.  Ix-Ujiiging  to 
Waterloo  Lodge  No.  307.  In  Mr.  Leas'  business  career,  as  well  as  his 
private  life,  he  was  actuated  by  the  highest  motives,  his  actions  being  always 
the  result  of  careful  and  consdentious  thought  His  death  removed  frrnn 
DeKalb  county  one  of  her  most  substantial  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  and 
the  manv  In-atttiftil  trifnites  to  his  bijjb  sfandinn;  in  the  world  of  afTairs  and  as 
a  mrm  and  citizen  attested  to  the  abiding  place  he  had  in  the  hearts  and 
affections  of  his  friends. 


FRANCIS  MARK  HiNES.  M.  D. 

Sucxcss  m  what  are  popularly  termed  die  learned  pffofesaions  is  tfie 
legitimate  result  of  merit  and  painstaking  endeavor.    In  commercial  life 

one  nay  come  into  possession  of  a  lucrative  busincs-,  through  inheritance  or 
gift,  but  professional  advancement  is  gained  only  by  critical  study  and 
research  long  continued  I'roptT  intellectual  discipline,  thorough  professional 
knowledge  and  the  possession  and  utilization  of  the  qualities  and  attributes 
essential  to  success  have  made  the  subject  of  this  review  eminent  in  his 
chosen  calling  and  he  stands  today  anKmg  the  sehohirly  and  enterprising 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


MKALB  COinny,  INDIANA. 


393 


physicians  and  surgeons  in  a  commtintty  long  disfinguishe<I  rVir  ihe  high 
order  of  its  medical  talent.  In  the  civic  and  (xjhtical  circles  of  J^rKalb 
county  the  Doctor  has  also  long  been  a  promitient  figure,  having  served  faith* 
fully  and  efficiently  in  positions  of  pnhlk  trust  and  responsibility,  having 
added  prestige  to  a  name  already  honored  and  dignified  by  his  father. 

Francis  >f.  Hines  was  horn  on  Jamiary  2h.  iHCm.  in  Jacls*;nn  township, 
Dekalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  ilcnry  and  Sarah  Abigail  ( Smith) 
Hines.  Henry  Hines  was  born  in  Ashland  count)  ,  Ohio,  on  April  i,  1839, 
a  son  of  Francis  and  Lovina  (Culler)  Hines.  In  1844  his  parents  moved  to 
Kosciusko  coun^,  Indiana,  where  the  father  died  in  1877.  Henry  Hines 
hvc(]  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Abigail  Smith,  February 
t>,  1858.  She  was  born  on  Apri!  S,  1838.  in  Medinri  ronnfy.  Ohio.  The  vear 
following  their  marriage  they  came  to  DeKalb  county,  settling  in  Jackson 
township,  where  he  entered  u^ton  the  task  of  creating  a  farm  out  of  the 
wilderness.  He  there  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  sections  10  and  11,  which  eventually  became  one  of  the  choice 
farms  of  that  locahty.  He  continued  the  operation  of  that  farm  imtil  tlie 
fall  of  1896,  when  he  u  n«;  electe<l  treasurer  of  DeKall)  county  and  moved  to 
Auburn,  where  his  death  (Kcurred  about  six  months  later,  on  July  6.  1897. 
Henry  Hines  was  a  remarkable  man  in  tnany  respects  and  during  the  entire 
pericxl  of  his  residence  in  this  county  he  enjoyed  to  a  notable  degree  the 
confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  w  ho  knew  him.  He  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace,  and,  by  successive  n-ikctions,  served  continuously  for  eighteen 
years,  or  until  his  election  to  tin-  '.tfire  t>f  crmnty  treasurer.  He  did  not 
desire  the  office,  but  his  fellow'  citizens  insisted  on  re-electing  him.  Even 
tempered,  level  headed  and  with  a  keen  sense  of  the  fairness  of  things,  he 
conducted  his  justice  court  in  such  a  tnanner  as  to  satisfy  all  litigants,  and 
it  was  frequently  the  case  that  disputants  would  refer  their  troubles  to  htm 
for  settlement  without  law  proceedings.  His  ■^cnsc  of  ju'^tice,  fairnc<5«i  and 
honesty  made  hiui  a  man  of  inlluence,  though  he  was  firm  for  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right  and  was  absolutely  fearless.  His  word  w-as  as  good  as  a 
bond,  and  any  statement  from  his  lips  was  accepted  without  question. 
Henry  Hines  was  a  successful  man  in  his  material  affoirs  and  at  the  thne 
of  his  death  owned.  Ixsides  the  home  farm,  two  saw-mills,  one  in  Jackson 
township  and  one  in  Union  township. 

To  Henry  and  Sarah  Hines  were  horn  the  following  children:  Lillie 
Louisa,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  James  H.  Farver,  of  Jackson  town- 
diip.  tfiis  county;  Francis  M.  is  the  immediate  subject  of  (hts  dcetch:  Wesley 
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L.  is  a  practicing  physician  at  Wanaw«  Indiana;  Leonard  Arthur*  now 
deceased,  was  a  successful  physician  at  VVarsajv  at  the  time  of  bis  death; 

Lovina  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  J.  Geisingcr,  of  Auburn;  EfHe  A.  is  the 
wife  uf  Lewis  M.  G^isini^er,  of  Auburn.  The  mother  of  these  children 
survives  and  i>  living  in  Auburn. 

Francis  Al.  Hines  waa  reared  to  luanhooU  on  the  home  lann  ni  Jackson 
township,  securing  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  also  attending  the 
normal  school  at  Auburn  several  tenns.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
began  teaching  school  in  his  home  township,  continuing  to  follow  that 
vocation  until  1889  Tn  tlic  fall  of  that  year,  ha  ing  determined  to  take  up 
the  practice  of  medicine,  lie  matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  University  at  Fort  Wayne,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
March,  1892,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  then  returned  to 
Auburn  and  in  May  following  he  began  the  active  practice  of  his  profession. 
Successful  from  the  start.  Doctor  Mines  was  soon  in  command  of  a  lucra- 
tive practice  in  both  niediciTie  and  snre;erv.  ntid  during  the  subsequent  vcars 
he  has  stood  high  among  his  professional  colleagues  in  this  conununity. 
In  November,  1898,  Doctor  Hines  was  elected  treasurer  of  DeKalb  county, 
assuming  the  duties  of  his  of!ice  on  January  i,  1899,  and  so  satisfactory  were 
his  services  that  in  1900  he  was  electcil  >ucceed  himself,  thus  serving 
four  years  as  treasurer  and  retiring  from  the  ofhce  with  the  commendation  of 
all  the  people. 

Prior  to  his  elecliow  us  treasurer,  U<x;tor  Mines  iiad  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Auburn  city  council  from  the  third  ward.  During  his  term  it  was 
decided  to  install  a  municipal  light  and  water  phint,  and,  largely  through 
the  efforts  of  Doctor  Hines.  this  was  accomplished  at  a  much  more  reason- 
able fi^vrv  tfnn  was  at  first  dtcmed  possible.  He  was  urged  to  asfain  run 
for  councilman,  but  dfcliiicd,  mving  lo  his  nomination  for  the  conniy 
treasurership.  He  also  gave  to  his  city  six  years'  valuable  service  a.>  a 
member  of  the  school  board. 

Politically,  Doctor  Hines  has  always  been  aligned  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  has  taken  an  at  t!  (  interest  in  political  and  public  aflFairs.  In  the 
fall  of  H)ci-  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Democratic  co'infv  cemral  com- 
mittee and  two  years  later  was  a  delegate  to  the  natimia!  <  r.ir  <  tiii  in  of  his 
party  at  St.  Louis,  when  Alton  B.  Parker  was  nominated  for  tiie  presi- 
dency. During  the  Doctor's  official  life  he  did  not  abandon  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  giving  his  persona!  attention  to  his  practice  as  far  as  was 
possible  and  employing  an  <ifTicc  assistant  to  take  his  place  when  his  official 
duties  prevented  him  from  doing  professional  work. 
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On  March  29,  1885,  t)octor  Hints  was  iiiairied  to  Lillic  Ann  Carper, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Jackson  towubluii,  ihis  county,  tlic  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Friedt)  Carper.  Her  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
Ohio,  came  with  their  respective  f anulies  to  DeKalb  county  and  were  pipneer 
settlers  in  Jackson  township.  To  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hines  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Dorsey  Mark,  born  May  5,  t886,  attended  the  Indi- 
ana University  School  of  Medicine  at  Indianapolis,  graduating  in  1909,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  with  his  father;  Ralph  died  in  infancy;  Vera 
Grace  received  a  ^lendid  education,  attending  the  Western  College  for 
Women  at  Oxford,  Ohio;  tlie  State  Normal  School  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana: 
the  Tri-State  Xornial  ScIuhiI  at  Ani^ula.  Indiana,  and  the  State  Nonnal 
School  at  Ypsilanti,  Michif;aii.  Since  the  fall  of  1909  she  has  been  teaching; 
in  the  Auburn  public  schoob,  being  in  the  DeSoto  school  building  that  was 
erected  while  her.  father  was  a  member  of  the  school  board;  Netlie  Faith, 
who  graduated  from  the  Auburn  high  school,  and  attended  coll^  at  Jade- 
sonville,  Illinois,  is  teaching  sewing  in  the  Auburn  public  schools;  A.  V'., 
born  April  16.  1892,  gradnatod  ficni  the  Anhurn  liigh  schtx)l  in  190S  and 
from  the  medicnl  dcparttncnt  of  Indiana  lhn\er>ily  in  1912.  He  served  a 
year  as  house  physician  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  Indianapolis,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Auburn;  Victor  Glenn,  bom 
September  4, 1895,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ;  Lillian  died  in  infancy. 

Religiously,  Doctor  Hines  is  an  earnest  memljer  of  the  Methixlist 
Episcopal  church,  in  the  iirncprriiv  of  which  he  i<^  (Kciily  interested  and  to 
the  support  of  which  he  contrilnile??  liberally.  Personally,  lie  is  genia!  and 
unassuming,  possessing  to  an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  of  character 
which  commend  him  to  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact, 
and  he  not  only  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  county  which 
has  been  honored  by  his  citizenship,  btit  he  is  deservedly  popular  among  all 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  F.  OTTO. 

Among  the  reprc-^entative  citiz«*ns  ami  lioiiored  ex-<o)fbcrv  of  DeKalb 
county.  Indiana,  is  the  subject  of  this  review,  who.  after  a  quarter  ()f  a  cen- 
tury of  imtiring  effort  in  busincs.s  pursuits,  is  now  retired  and  living  (piietly 
in  his  home  at  Aubinti.  To  sudi  men  as  Captain  Otto  we  turn  with  particular 
satisfaction  as  offering  in  their  life  stories  justification  for  works  of  this 
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character,  owing  to  the  life  of  iKwiesty  and  sobriety  he  has  led  and  his  ener- 
getic ftatnre  and  pstf iotk  spirit. 

Captain  John  F.  Otto  was  born  in  Erfurt,  Pnisna,  on  December  lo, 

1826,  .iikJ  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  was  apprenticecl  hy  his  parents  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  ^dove  maker,  ser\  in{^  as  such  until  he  was  eij^flitecm  years  oM. 
He  then  enlisted  in  the  r'riis>iaii  artillery  service  and  assisted  in  crushing,'  the 
rebellion  in  the  South  German  states,  partici])ating  in  two  hattlea  and  in  the 
siege  of  the  fortified  city  of  Rastadt  in  1848  and  1849.  185 1  Captain  Otto 
was  discharged  from  military  service  as  a-  non-commissioned  oflker,  and  im- 
mediately emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York  City  in  May 
of  that  year.  He  soon  f<jnnd  emplo>TimU  as  a  farm  hand  near  Albany.  New 
York,  but  was  defrauded  of  his  waire^.  and  the  full  nvititj  winter  was  one  of 
privation  and  sultering,  fj»r,  bcini^  a  stranger  ni  a  strange  land,  without  tnoney 
or  friends,  he  knew  not  which  way  to  turn.  In  the  summer  of  1851  his  par- 
ents came  to  this  country  and  settled  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  but  he  did  not 
find  them  until  the  spring  of  the  following  year.  He  remained  with  them 
until  the  fall  of  1853  when  they  all  moved  to  l-'ori  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  he 
obtained  employment  in  the  shops  of  tVie  Pitt^lnirg  Ik  Fort  W'avne  railroail. 
He  was  thus  employed  at  the  outbreak  of  the  C  ivil  war  and  in  October,  1H61, 
loyal  to  his  adopted  country,  he  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Indiana  Battery,  being 
mustered  into  the  service  on  December  t^th  of  that  year  and  serving  with 
courage  and  valor  imtil  Janoary  7,  1865.  when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
At  the  organization  of  the  battery  he  was  commissioned  junior  first  lieutenant, 
and  on  Anpiist  12.  18^3.  at  T>ridt;eport,  'I'cnnessce.  he  wa<  jironiotcd  tn  first 
lieutenant  because  of  \alianl  --i-rvice  on  the  field  of  battle.  (  )n  Xo'.  enilK-r 
17,  1863,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  tlic  IWenticth  Ohio  Battery,  Inil  was 
relieved  by  a  general  order  from  headquarters  to  return  to  Indiana  on  recmit- 
mg  service.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  rejoined  his  battery,  with  which  he 
served  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He  tof)k  (xirt  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Cbftnth, 
Nashville.  Murfreesboro.  Manchester,  ("hiikamauga.  Chattanoojja.  Mission 
Ridge,  liuzzard  Roost.  Dalton,  Resaca,  Kingston,  New  Hope  (/hiirch.  Burnt 
Hickory,  Kenesaw  Mountain  (where  he  was  wounded).  ChattahwKrIiee  Kiver 
and  Atlanta.  After  his  return  from  the  army  Captain  Otto  located  in 
Attbnm.  and  in  company  with  Ernest  Myers  he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business.  In  this  enterprise  he  was  siucessful  and  in  1867  lie  bought  hi> 
partner's  interest  and  continued  alone.  Three  years  later  he  added  a  stock  of 
groceries  and  continued  his  business  with  gratifying  resuhs  until  1800,  when, 
having  amassed  suthcient  in  a  material  way  to  insure  his  future  years  against 
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want  or  embarrannient,  he  retired  from  active  business  ami  is  now  living 

quietly  in  his  pleasant  home  in  Auburn. 

On  January  26.  1865,  Captain  Otto  married  Mariah  C  Reehling,  of 
Fort  Wayne,  and  to  them  have  hecn  horn  six  children,  namely:  Kate  is  the 
wife  oi  Isaac  Grt>gg,  ot  Auburn,  who  \i,  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Francis  and  her  brother.  Alpha  Blaine,  are  at  Berkeley,  California, 
where  the  btter  is  a  successful  pharmacist;  Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  I. 
Scott,  of  Indianapolis ;  Claia  is  the  wife  of  John  M.  Samuels,  of  Los  Angdes, 
California,  and  Lizzie  is  living  with  her  parents  in  Auburn. 


JOHN  P.  WIDNEY. 

The  importance  that  attaches  to  the  liwes,  cliaracter  and  work  01  the  early 
settlers  of  DeKalb  county  and  the  influence  they  exerted  upon  the  cause  of 
hiunanity  and  civilization  is  one  of  the  most  absorbing  themes  that  can  pos^ 
sibly  attract  the  attention  of  the  local  historian.  J  f  great  and  beneficent  re- 
sults— results  that  endure  and  bless  mankind — are  the  proper  measure  of  the 
good  nifu  do,  then  who  is  tlicrc  in  the  worlfl'--  history  that  may  take  their 
places  aiK)ve  the  hardy  pioneer.  To  point  out  tlie  uay,  to  make  possible  «>ur 
present  advancing  civilization,  it.s  happy  homes,  its  arts  and  sciences,  its  dis- 
coveries and  inventions,  its  education,  literature,  culture,  refinement  and  social 
life  and  joy,  is  to  be  the  truly  great  benefactors  of  mankind  for  all  time.  This 
was  the  great  work  accomplished  by  the  early  settlers  and  it  is  granted  by  all 
that  they  bnilded  \\  t<cr  thnn  they  knew.  Prominent  anioni,'  the  worth}'  rei>re- 
sentatives  of  the  pioneer  element  in  the  county  of  DeKalb  was  the  well-known 
gentleman  to  a  review  of  whose  life  the  following  lines  are  devoted.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  forceful  factor  in  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
locality  and  because  of  his  life  and  accomplishments  he  is  eminently  entitled 
to  representation  in  the  annals  of  his  county,  for  the  record  would  not  be 
comjilcte  were  there  failure  to  give  him  his  due  nii*ed  of  credit  for  the  im- 
portant part  he  played  m  the  early  drama  enacted  here, 

John  P.  Widney  was  born  of  Irish  parentage  in  Franklin  county,  Tcnii- 
sylvania,  on  November  38,  181 6,  his  parents  having  been  J<^  and  Joanna 
(Patterson)  Widney.    In  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  married  and 

in  May  of  the  following  year  the  young  couple  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indi- 
ana, locating  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Joe  river,  in  Concord  township,  where  he 
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«ntered  a  tract  of  government  land.  To  the  dearing  and  iroprovement  of 
this  land  he  iinmediatdy  applied  his  energies  and  in  the  course  of  time  suc- 
ceeded in  estahlisliinj;  a  comfortable  home.  In  those  year*;  of  toil  :ind  hard- 
ship insei>aral)ie  irom  the  life  of  a  pioneer,  John  P.  Widney  evaded  no  share 
of  labor  and  during  those  early  years  he  knew  no  idle  moments,  l-'rom  want 
of  facilities  he  had  received  but  a  meager  school  education:  but  the  necessities 
of  pioneer  conditions,  and  responsibilities  as  the  head  of  a  family  so  early  in 
life,  caused  him  to  depend  wIkHv  on  i>ersonal  effort,  gnifled  by  exceptional 
natural  mental  acumen.  He  develojied  such  cpia1tli(  <  of  mind  as  won  for  him 
the  resi>ccl  and  confKlencc  of  the  early  settlers,  which  was  shown  in  an  un- 
niisiakable  manner  w  hen  the  first  election  in  DeKalb  county  was  held,  he  being 
chosen  with  one  other  to  constitute  at  the  county  scat  the  first  canvassing 
board,  whose  duty  was  to  verify  the  vote  of  the  county  to  the  governor. 
Subsequently  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  serving  in  1847  and 
1848.  In  this  public  cap:icity  he  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  of  his 
constituents  and  the  regard  of  his  co-legislators.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
county  clerk,  serving  one  term  of  four  years.  His  oflkial  duties  required  his 
residence  in  Auburn,  and  he  shared  with  that  village  its  early  struggles  and 
its  ultimate  succes-  In  1852  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  town's  iniard  of  . 
trustees.  ITe  was  later  i  K  ctf  l  justic  e  f  >f  the  peace  and  in  thai  capacity  sliowed 
himself  sound  of  judgiiKiit  and  piiMupt  in  decision.  He  was  also  deputy 
internal  revenue  collector  atul  held  other  |x>silions  of  trust.  During  the  Civil 
war  Mr.  Widn^  was  active  in  his  support  of  tl^  Union  cause,  but  did  not 
enlist  for  active  military  service  himself  for  the  reason  that,  while  putting  in 
the  first  bridge  across  Twenty-six-mile  creek,  near  .Vewville,  he  had  been 
severely  injuretl.  not  fully  recovering  until  late  in  life  In  mntter>=  [wiHtical. 
he  rtas  T]ol  :\  blind  partisan,  hut  gave  careful  consideration  to  nu  n  and  mea- 
sures, casting  his  vote  at  all  tinies  for  wiiat  he  considered  the  licsi  interests 
of  the  community,  state  and  nation.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  positive 
convictions,  and  wrote  much  for  the  press,  giving  his  views  on  questions  of 
the  day  and  on  matters  that  |)crtained  to  the  county.  In  religious  faith,  he 
wa<;  .1  Universalist.  In  character,  ho  was  prudent  in  Itiv  investments,  wise  in 
the  management  of  his  nff.Tir<.  rin<i  frugal  in  hi--  ta^-tes.  qualities  whicli  en- 
abled him  to  accumulate  a  grKxiiy  amount  of  material  substance,  which  was 
largely  shared  by  his  children.  In  reputation,  social,  business  or  oflkial, 
John  P.  Widney  was  regarded  as  an  upright,  honorable  man.  of  the  strictest 
integrity  of  thought  and  action.  He  "stood  f.  ur  -^quare  to  every  wind  that 
blew"  and  never  violated  the  confidence  which  hi.s  fellow  citizens  reposed  in 
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him.   His  last  years  were  spent  with  his  children,  his  death  occurring  on 

October  ii,  1905,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years — a  long  life,  in  which  he 
gave  I  he  1)i  >t  that  was  in  him  for  his  family  and  the  community.  He  always 
stood  by  the  rig-ht  as  he  knew  the  right,  having  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
though  sometimes  in  tiie  minority.  In  evidence  of  this  is  tlie  fact  that  he  was 
renominated  for  election  to  the  L^islature,  but  was  defeated  because  he  advo- 
cated the  free-school  system  and  a  bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors.  It  is  a  matter  of  fact  that,  though  he  was  very  successful  in  the 
acnitnttlatioii  of  nionev.  much  of  wliirli  lie  loaned,  he  never  charged  more 
than  the  lethal  rate  of  interest,  and  ne\er  di'^ire'^sed  any  mie  in  llie  repayment 
of  Ix>rro\vcd  muncy.  wiuie,  on  the  otiier  liaiid.  he  ga\e  niaierial  assistance  to 
many  a  poor  man  in  the  securing  of  a  home.  His  reputation  for  honorable 
dealing  and  just  treatment  of  his  fellows  .was  firmly  established  and  is  empha- 
sized by  those  who  best  knew  him.  Quiet  and  unassumii^,  he  was  never  a 
seeker  for  public  preferment,  and  it  is  said  that  he  was  never  present  at  a 
meeting  where  he  was  nuniiiiated  for  office,  though,  as  a  loyal  citizen,  he 
gladly  and  efficiently  performed  his  full  duty  when  called  by  his  fellow  citizens 
to  perform  official  functions. 

In  1835  John  P.  Widney  was  married  to  Jane  Linn,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  (Scyocl  Linn,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  of  whom 
but  two  ';iirvi\-e.  (  )liver  H  .  w  hn  is  referred  to  'specifically  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  and  Sanniel  L.  Mrs.  Jane  W  idney  ilied  <>n  Ocloiver  11.  1851.  and  on 
May  30.  185.?,  he  married.  Mary  H.  Widney,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Widney. 
To  this  union  were  also  bom  live  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  Mrs. 
Mary  Alice  I^wis,  John  Morris  Widney  and  Mrs.  Cora  Lodewick.  All  of 
the  surviving  children  reside  in  .Auburn,  w  ith  the  e.xccption  of  Samuel  L..  who 
lives  at  St.  Joe,  this  county,  and  Mrs.  Lodewick.  of  Asldand.  Ohio  Mr«. 
Mary  Widney  passed  away  at  Auburn  on  November  14,  1903,  after  which 
Mr.  Widney  made  his  home  uith  his  childrai,  who  gave  to  him  tiw  most 
loving  and  solicitous  attention. 

The  Linn  and  Widney  families  had  been  for  a  number  of  centuries 
closely  connected.  The  Widneys  are  descended  from  Colonel  Widney,  who 
was  an  officer  in  the  army  of  William  ot  Orange,  of  Holland  Tic  accom- 
panied that  prince  from  Holland  to  England  in  1O88  and  was  in  the  war 
against  King  James  II.  For  his  valuable  services  he  received  a  targe  estate 
m  cotmty  Tyrone,  Ireland,  which  was  handed  down  to  his  descendants.  Colonel 
Widneys  great-irrandson.  James  Widney,  who  inherited  the  estate,  was  a 
squire.   In  1784.  when  thirty-one  years  old,  he  sold  the  ancestral  acres  and 
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caine  to  Amcriia,  buying  six  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Path  Valley.  Franklin 
^thcn  Ciimlici iaiul)  county,  i\'nnsylvania. 

The  Linn  family  is  descended  trom  the  ancient  Celts  who  migrated  from 
Scotland  to  Ireland  after  the  conquest  by  William  of  Orange.  They  settled 
not  far  from  the  Widney  estate  and  the  two  families  became  very  dose  in 
their  relationshii)s.  When  J;niit  >  \\  :(liii.y  rame  to  Ahh-tu.i,  he  sent  word 
liack  til  ITul;]!  T.iiui,  !ii>  >i>icr  husband,  and  in  1788  Hugh  Lind  and  his 
family  canu-  U)  I 'cniisyK aiiia  am!  located  near  the  Widney  estate,  in  Path 
Valley.  There  they  became  successtiil  in  their  material  pursuits  and  promi- 
nent in  the  social,  civic  and  business  life  of  the  community. 


It  is  signally  conustent  that  in  this  compilation  be  entered  a  memoir  of 
so  worthy  and  honored  a  citizen  as  was  Ltni  fVandaberry.  ulio  was  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  the  county  and  who  here  attained  indt-jx-ndence 
through  his  honest  and  well  directed  efforts  in  connection  with  the  great 
baste  art  of  agriculture,  while  he  stood  forth  as  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  his  townshipi 

Levi  Brandabeny,  ivhosc  untimely  death  on  Octol>er  jo,  1809,  caused 
universal  expression';  of  regret  and  sornnv  ihrmi'^li'ntt  Smithfield  township, 
wa'-  bill  11  111  .Stark  county.  Ohio,  on  June  2.  1H4,},  and  was  the  son  oi  Henjanitn 
and  lvii/.al)elh  (  Frick  )  Brandaherry.  He  was  one  of  .six  children,  the  others 
being  Isabell,  Cyrus,  Caroline,  Sarah  and  Hannah.  When  the  subject  was 
but  a  boy  the  family  moved  to  DeKatb  county,  Indmna,  locating  in  Smith- 
field  townshij),  where  the  father  boujjht  a  farm  in  the  soutliem  i>art  of  that 
Idcalitv,  where  the  parents  niadr  ilieir  permanent  hf>me  and  died.  On  that 
farm  I.e\i  Pirandab'Trv  was  rcarid  ff*  finnliond  ami  atur  liis  inarriajje  in 
1870  he  lived  ror  two  years  on  the  paiernal  tarnisiead,  ai  llic  end  of  which 
time  be  bought  a  farm  in  the  southwest  part  of  Smithfield  township,  compris- 
ing one  hundred  and  one  acres  of  land,  and  to  this  he  gave  his  undivided  at- 
temion  durinj;  the  remainder  of  his  life  Practical  and  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  enerj^etic  and  |Kr>istfnt  in  his  metho<ls,  it  wa-  n(»t  stranjje  that  suc- 
cess crowned  his  efforts,  f'.r  in  him  were  combined  tpmliticN  "f  rliar- 
acter  which  insure  success  iu  any  undertakiii};  He  made  many  splendid 
pcrnunent  improvements  on  his  farm,  includin.t;  a  large  brick  house,  a  com- 
modious and  well  arranged  bam  and  many  other  features  which  gave  the 
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place  a  splendid  reputation  a'^  one  i  -f  the  iip-tt>-date  and  m -  di  rn  farms  of 
Smithfiekl  township.  Mr.  I^r.iiitlalierry  j^nvc  b'\s  jHTSfmal  attention  to  evcrv 
detail  of  his  w<irk.  and  knew  no  such  word  as  idleness.  His  death  was 
caused  by  bem^  caught  in  a  corn  shredder,  from  which  he  received  injuries 
that  resulted  in  his  deatli  four  days  later.  A  careful  and  prudent  business 
man,  he  had  hi-.  alTairs  in  good  sha|)e  so  that,  aUhouj^h  liis  death  was  nn- 
tinietx,  liis  \\i(li>\\  t'dund  his  atT;iirs  iti  >^ni>(]  rf)nditi<>n  and  has  been  enahled 
to  carry  on  the  farm  w  rk  tlirinij^li  tenants  \\  ith  fjood  success.  She  now 
making  her  home  in  \\  aterloo.  Mr.  lirandalK-rry  was  an  earnest  memher  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  the  workings  of  which  he  took  an  interested  part 
Because  of  his  high  character,  business  success  and  his  genial  nature,  he  had 
won  and  retained  a  host  of  warm  friends  tlirouglimit  the  community  where 
he  h\  ed.  and  his  deatli  was  considered  a  thstincl  Ifiss  to  the  community  which 
bad  1)fcn  hntv>m!  In  !it-  citi/cnsliip  for  s<>  ninny  years. 

On  OctoiH-r  i).  1K70.  lA'vi  Rrandrdierry  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Margaret  Haninian,  who  was  horn  in  DeKalb  county.  In(Hana,  but  went  with 
•her  parents  to  Kosciusko  county,  this  state.  •  Her  father  died  when  she  was 
but  five  years  old.  and  her  mother,  upon  whom  was  thrown  the  Inirden  of 
rearinfi  five  small  children,  felt  unable  to  proi>crIy  care  for  them  and  con.se- 
qucntlv  Mnrratit  \\av  i>l'i<'ed  with  a  faniilv  hv  the>  n:unr  of  C'haml)ers.  by 
whom  she  was  taken  to  Iliinoi*;.  where  they  made  a  home.  They  died  there 
and  she  wa.>  taken  into  tlie  home  of  James  Adams  at  the  age  of  tight  years, 
with  whom  she  remained  until  seventeen  years  old.  By  these  people  she  was 
not  given  proper  consideration,  being  treated  badly  in  many  respects,  being 
compelled  to  work  hard  and  beinjr  clothed  scantilv  and  <lenicd  the  oppor- 
tnniti<";  of  n  ymtiHT  (ilnration.  In  tlie  meantim<'  litr  brother,  who  was 
desirous  of  ascertannii;^  hvr  whereabouts,  had  written  |M)stal  cards  to  every 
po.stmaster  in  Ohio.  Indiana  and  Illinois,  asking  fiir  information  as  to  her 
wherealmuts.  The  |X)sttnaster  where  she  was  then  living  rerognized  the  de> 
■  scription  of  her  and  gave  her  the  card,  to  which  she  wrote  a  reply,  and  she 
was  tlu'ii  informed  that  her  relalivis  had  abfuit  r. 'nduiKcl  that  she  was  de.ad 
and  wislud  ti>  see  her  ai^ain.  This  slie  told  to  llu-  pt-opK-  with  whom  she 
lived,  who  i;rudi5tni.Hv  n'.wt'  lu-r  >.i»n*e  iloilus  to  lra^el  in.  When  she  ar- 
rived in  the  locality  where  iier  relatives  were,  she  was  waiting  at  the  railroad 
Station  and  saw  two  women,  evidently  a  mother  and  daughter,  eyeing  her 
closely  an<l  whisiwring  to  each  other.  Finally  one  of  them  aiiproached  her 
and  asked  her  name,  which  on  learning,  they  told  her  they  were  her  cousin 
(26) 
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and  aunt.  However,  siie  did  not  know  them  and  even  her  mother  seemed  to 
her  like  a  stranger.  She  felt  strangely  alone  in  the  world,  for  fate  had 
cheated  her  of  a  child's  natural  heritage,  a  mother's  love,  during  the  forma- 
tive ]i(.  riod  of  her  life.  She  did  not  remain  long  at  home,  but  secured  a  place 
and  worked  out  in  the  m ii,'h1)(irluKid  imfil  her  marriage  to  Mr  Rrandalx;rry, 
who  was  prosperous  ;m(l  |»r<i\nlc«l  wcli  for  Iht,  cvcntuaiiy  iea\  iiiiLj  her  a  5;<»od 
farm  and  a  comfortable  iiotne.  She  was  in  tlic  truest  sense  ot  the  word  a 
helpmate  to  her  husband,  contributing  by  her  encouraging  words  and  sound 
advice  to  his  business  ]>rosperity  and  in  the  community  where  so  many  of  her 
years  have  been  spent,  she  is  held  in  the  highest  estciin  by  all  whf)  know  her. 
No  children  were  Ijorn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hrantlaberry,  Init  tii<'\  ailn|iird  .i  ^.;irl. 
Jennie  Fee,  the  <laughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Johns)  I'"ee.  ^lu-  imw  Ikmi^'^  tlie 
wife  of  W.  B.  Williams  of  King  county,  Washington.  During  the  thirteen 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  Mr.  Brandaberry's  death,  Mrs.  Brandaberry 
has  had  only  two  tenants  nn  her  farm,  and  has  liad  very  satisfactory  busi- 
ness relations  with  them.  She  is  a  shrewd,  keen  and  sagacious  business 
woman,  handling  her  affairs  with  jirudefice  and  soiuid  judgment,  .iml  he- 
cause  nf  her  kintlly  (|ualitie.s  of  head  and  heart  she  ha.s  a  large  circle  of  warm 
and  loyal  friends. 


A.  BYRON  DARBY,  M.  D. 

Devoted  during  a  long  period  of  years  to  the  noble  work  which  his  pro- 
fession imj^ies,  the  gentleman  whose  career  we  essay  to  briefly  outline  in  the 
following  paragraphs  has  been  faithful  and  indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  and 

has  not  only  earuetl  the  due  rewards  of  his  efforts  in  a  tenip«iral  way  but  has 
also  proved  himself  etninetitly  wortliy  to  exercise  the  im|)ortnnt  function*;  of 
his  calhng.  I)y  reason  of  ins  ability,  his  abiding  sympathy  and  his  earnest  zeal 
in  behalf  of  his  fellow  men.  His  understanding  of  the  science  of  medicine  is 
regarded  by  those  who  kniiw  him  as  being  broad  and  comprehensive,  and  the 
profession  and  the  jiul  lic  Ii'Ml,'  a^"  acmrded  to  him  a  distinguished  place 
among  the  men  of  this  clas.s  m  Indiana  lli^  ha>  l)eiii  a  Inig  life  of  e.Tmest 
and  persistent  endeavor,  such  u>  al\\ay^  luiiii,'-,  a  true  appreciation  of  the  real 
value  of  hunmn  existence- — a  condition  that  must  lie  pr«)liric  of  good  results  in 
all  the  relations  of  life. 

A.  Byron  Darby  was  bom  in  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  on  November  i8. 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  By  rant  and  Sephama  (Guilford)  Darby,  the 
former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  These  parents 
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were  married  in  Allegany  county.  New  York,  in  1826,  and  in  iS^lt  they  moved 
to  what  was  then  Henry,  now  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  tlie  long,  tiresome  and  oft- 
times  dangerous  journey  being  made  with  two  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  himber 
wagun.  Th^  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Henry  county,  and  in  the 
organization  and  development  of  the  county  Samuel  B.  Darby  wa-s  a  promi- 
nent fii^tire.  he  havinsj  he!i)ed  to  organize  the  first  t*nvn<hi])  in  (he  county,  was 
p<)stmaster  ot  liie  first  jK^stofhce.  ta\iglil  llie  hrsi  school  and  opened  the  first 
store,  conducting  the  latter  for  sex'eral  years.  In  his  puiitical  affiliations  he 
was  first  a  Democrat,  hut  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
allied  himself  with  that  organization  and  wast  thereafter  active  in  its  sup))ort. 
He  was  a  nieml;cr  of  the  historic  convention  which  nominated  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  the  Presidency,  and  aNc  the  con\enlion  four  years  later  wliich 
nominated  .A,l>raham  Lincoln.  His  death  t>ccurred  on  Jul\  15.  1884,  and  he 
was  survived  many  years  by  his  widow,  who  died  in  1909.  when  nearly  ninety- 
nine  3'ears  of  age.    They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

A.  Byron  Darljy  received  his  early  education  in  the  coinnion  schools  and 
then  hecame  a  student  in  Altord  College.  Allegany  county.  .\ew  ^'ork.  and 
later  sttidied  at  Oherlin  College.  Ohio,  where  he  paid  his  scliool  expenses  hy 
teaching  and  working  hours  not  required  for  siu<ly.  Having  determined  to 
make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  he  devoted  his  spare  time  to  the 
study  of  the  necessary  text  1)ooks  and  in  1863  and  1863  he  was  a  student  in 
the  Eclectic  .Medical  College  at  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  w  here  he  was  graduated  in 
the  'spring  of  the  I.itter  ve.Tr  Immediately  after  his  s^i aduatiiin  he  located  .it 
Miin,  Indiana,  and  in  parlner>hip  wttli  r>r  H  L  Smith  practiced  his  profes- 
sion for  about  a  year,  at  the  end  of  w  hich  time,  Dr.  Smith  moving  from  the 
place,  the  subject  became  the  only  physician  in  that  locality.  Here  he  built  up 
a  lai^e  and  profitable  practice,  but  his  health  becoming  impaired  he  moved 
to  Waterloo,  DcKalb  county.  Indiana,  whicli  has  been  his  home  since  that 
time.  Proper  intellectual  di<ct[)Iine.  thorough  professional  knowled^^'  and 
the  possession  and  utilization  <;t  tlie  qualities  .nnd  attributes  essential  to  suc- 
cess made  Dr.  Darl)y  emuient  in  his  chosen  calhng.  and  dnnng  all  the  years 
since  he  located  at  Waterloo,  he  has  stood  among  the  scholarly  and  enterpris- 
ing physicians  and  surgeons  in  a  community  long  distinguished  for  the  high 
order  of  its  medical  talent.  His  life  lu  re  has  been  characterized  not  only  by 
hii^h  professional  ability,  but  also  by  the  most  profound  fnuran  sympathy. 
w!iich  has  nverleapcd  mere  sentiment  and  become  an  aciuatini;  motive,  tor  in 
youth  he  realized  Uiat  there  is  no  honor  not  founded  on  genume  worth  :  that 
there  is  a  vital  purpose  in  life,  and  that  the  best  and  highest  accomplishment 
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must  come  from  a  well  traimd  iiiiiul  and  an  altruistic  heart.  Thnst-  u  In  ,  have 
known  him  wfii  have  l)een  unstinted  in  their  praise  of  his  superior  alnlity  and 
the  younger  men  in  his  profession  have  frequently  sought  bis  counsel,  all  ad- 
mitting his  eminence.  The  large  success  which  has  crowned  his  life  work, 
coupled  with  his  ripe  experience  and  Idnd  heart,  have  enabled  him  to  bring 
ronifi  .11  and  confidefu  r  t>  >  the  sick  room  and  he  has  carried  sunshine  inffi  many 
a  home,  his  |)ractice  liavinj^  extended  over  a  wide  radius  of  the  surrounchng 
county,  rrufessionally.  the  Doctiir  is  a  iiiemhcr  of  the  UeKalb  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society  and  the  American  Medtcai 
Association.  For  many  years  he  was  the  efficient  itecretary  of  the  hoard  of 
health  of  Waterloo. 

On  .April  jS.  1864.  Dr.  Darliy  was  marrieil  I.mila  M  Mnvck.  who  was 
born  in  Huron  c<»unty.  (^hio  oti  Feljruary  7,  1S42.  the  youni^^esi  dau^jhler  of 
John  r.  and  Lucinda  (  Uisii )  W  hite,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  the 
State  of  New  York«  and  the  latter  in  Vermont.  Mrs.  Darhy  came  with  her 
parents  to  Williams  county.  Ohio,  when  a  young  girl  and  lived  there  until 
her  marriage  to  Dr.  Darby.  .She  anpiired  a  good.  self-sccure<l  education  and 
taugh?  a  tiuml)er  of  terms  of  sdiool  in  Olii<i  and  nK'>  several  lernis  in  Illinois. 
.Xftc"-  he  -  removal  to  Waterloo  she  gained  itiaii\  warm  friends  dnrmg  the  long 
year.,  of  her  residence  here  and  was  closely  idcntilied  with  the  social  and  church 
circles,  being  always  a  leader  in  moral  reform  ami  actively  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union.  She  was  possessed  of 
more  than  ordinary  talent  and  until  late  in  life  was  a  Kader  in  the  circles  in 
whirli  she  moved  in  her  comnninity.  She  engaged  in  hterary  jiiirsiilis  and 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Latlie-i"  Minerva  C  liib.  al-o  an  earnest  an<l  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Christian  church.  Her  death  occurre<l  on  December  10, 
1900.  To  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Darby  were  bom  three  children,  namely: 
Hadsell  Byron,  born  June  3.  186s;.  now  lives  at  Fort  Wayne.  Indiana,  where 
he  manages  a  drug  store  for  Jacob  Bills;  he  married  Edith  Grifhth.  of 
rorunna.  thi«  comity,  and  lhe\  ha\»-  tv  i»  <langhters.  N'ina  atid  Xaomi;  I'rank 
William  Darby.  l)orn  «.n  I  Vbiuarv  n.  iS''.S.  ami  who  is  engagi'd  in  the  drug 
business  in  Waterloo,  marrie<I  Neva  Smith,  of  Stettlien  count>,  this  .state: 
Vema  Darby,  born  November  6,  1878.  is  the  wife  of  O.  C.  Lampland.  who 
Is  conducting  the  Lowell  Obsen'ator>'  at  Flagstaff.  .Arizona.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T-ampland  were  felltnv  student^  and  i:ra<liialed  in  the  "-ame  ( la-^s  at  the  Indi- 
ana Strife  T (T<iit\ .  and  Mr^.  I.amplan(l  gives  valuable  a.ssistance  to  her 
husband  in  his  observatory  work. 

Dr.  Darby  has  been  a  life-long  supporter  of  the  Republican  |iarty  and 
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has  been  active  in  its  support  In  1900  he  was  elected  to  the  state  Senate  and 
served  during  the  sessions  of  1901  to  1903,  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor 

to  his  district.  T  k  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  tor  many  years 
Nvas  an  active  worker  in  ilu-  Suiulay  school.  Fraternally,  lu-  a  mt'mVvr  of 
Waterloo  I^d^e  No.  307,  I'ree  and  Accepted  Ma^^on-^.  and  ot  the  Knights 
of  Honor.  Personally.  Dr.  Uarliy  is  genial  and  approachable,  possessing 
those  qualities  which  win  friends,  and  he  has  been  scrupulously  conscientious 
in  all  that  he  has  said  and  done.  He  was  always  deeply  imbued  with  the 
course  of  his  convictions  and  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  have  ever 
been  such  as  to  win  and  retain  their  confidence  and  esteem. 


JACOB  B.  CASEBEER,  M.  D. 

The  biographies  of  the  representative  men  of  a  country,  either  of  a  |>ast 
or  present  generation,  bring  to  light  many  hidden  treasures  of  mind,  character 
and  courage,  well  calculated  to  arouse  the  pride  of  their  descendants  and  of 

the  community,  and  it  is  a  source  of  rejjret  that  the  people  are  not  more 
familiar  with  the  i>er.sonal  history  of  such  men.  I)fK;dh  county,  Indiana, 
has  been  the  home  and  scene  uf  labor  uf  iiiany  men  who  have  nul  only  led 
li\'es  which  should  serve  as  a  lesson  and  an  inspiration  to  thoM  who  follow 
them  on  to  the  stage  of  life's  activities,  but  who  have  also  httn  of  comniend- 
abie  service  in  important  avenues  of  usefulness.  The  well  remembered  phy- 
sician whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  brief  memoir  was  one  ot  tlu- 
useful  workers  in  the  world's  work,  a  man  of  uell  rfninrlcfl  rharactt-r.  snuire, 
devoted  and  loyal,  so  that  there  are  many  salient  [Hiinis  which  render  con- 
sonant a  tribute  to  his  memory  in  this  compiUition.  Standing  as  he  did  for 
many  years  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most  important  and  exacting  of  pro- 
fessions, his  labors  were  long  directed  for  the  physical  amelioration  of  the 
people  of  his  oonimtniity  with  snch  t^rat living  results.  Personally.  Drutnr 
Ca.sebeer  was  affable  and  ]H>|>nlar  with  all  classes  and  ^tnnil  rva<l\  at  all 
limes  to  encourage  and  aid  ail  laudalile  measures  and  enterprises  for  the 
general  good.  By  a  fife  consistent  in  native  and  because  of  his  many  line 
qtialities  of  head  and  heart  he  eame<l  the  siiKere  regard  of  a  vast  acquaint- 
ance.  and  liis  success  in  his  chn^i  ii  flcKl  r»f  endeavor  bespoke  for  him  the  pos- 
session of  su|)tii<'r  altritinti's.  \  ct  he  was  a  jilain.  nna<stnmng  gentleman 
and  straightforward  m  ail  iiiV  relafions  w  ith  his  fallow  men 

Jacob  B.  Caselieer  was  horn  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  on  .\pril  11.  1839, 
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and  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth  of  thirteen  children  bom  to  David  and 

Rebecca  (Kenstrick)  Casebecr.  who  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  and  farmers  by  (Krciipation.  On  the  paternal  side  the 
family  is  of  (  Jerinan  descent  Tin-  i>arcnt';  of  ^a^  id,  Jolin  and  Xancy  (  Best  ) 
Casebeer,  moved  from  Pennsylvania  to  Tuscarawas  county,  Uhio,  when  he 
was  a  child,  and  there  the  greater  portion  of  his  after-life  was  passed.  He 
was  married  to  Rebecca  Kenstrick  on  October  26.  1826,  their  union  resulting^ 
in  the  birth  of  tliirteen  children,  namely:  Susanna.  Enos  L..  David  \\'..  Re- 
becca M..  Elizabeth  X..  Margaret  C.  Rliza  E..  Howard  M.,  Jacob  R..  Sarah 
A.,  Martha  J  .  John  and  Jnilnin.  David  Casel>eer  wa';  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcu|)al  church  and  a  man  of  exemplary  character.  His  wife  was 
the  daughter  of  Julm  and  Sarah  (Hivner)  Kenstrick  and  she.  too,  was  an 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  The  death  of  this  worthy  couple 
occurred  res|)ectively  on  February  23.  1883.  and  July  i^.  1873. 

Jacob  n.  (_'asel)ecr  was  indclMed  to  the  common  schools  for  the  liiuited 
education  which  ho  received.  h\-  ^rlifilnstir  training  being  practically  com- 
pleted when,  the  .summer  after  lie  was  foiuteen  years  of  age,  he  was  granted 
the  privilege  of  attending  a  select  school  two  months  before  harvest  and  two 
months  after,  and  to  clo  this  he  was  obliged  to  walk  two  and  a  half  miles 
each  way.  In  the  winter  of  1S53-4  he  engaged  in  (eaclt  a  ^cliool  which  for 
^nv^c  year-  li nl  been  noted  for  liie  unruly  condticl  of  the  larger  scholars, 
but.  I»y  his  iirmness  and  tact,  lie  succeeded  in  mastering  the  situation  and  was 
retained  in  the  sclux>l  for  four  years,  after  which  he  taught  in  other  localities 
three  years  longer.  During  this  |ieriod  he  had  pursued  private  studies  and 
had  received  some  o])])ortunities  for  studying  in  advanced  classes,  thus  be- 
coming a  well  educated  man.  largely  through  his  own  efforts.  In  i860  he 
went  to  Hardin  county.  Kentucky,  and.  after  wiTKing  as  a  traveling  sales- 
man for  a  time,  was  employed  as  principal  of  a  graded  >chool,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  regular  term  he  took  charge  of  a  select  school.  Betore  llie  term 
of  school  was  completed  he  was.  on  account  of  his  well-known  Union  senti- 
ments, threatened  with  |ier.sonal  violence  and  requested  to  leave  the  country, 
biit  he  courageously  completed  his  contract.  \\!ieu  he  returned  to  Northern 
territory.  The  following  season  he  taught  school  at  .Middletown.  Ohio,  and 
the  following  year  wa>.  principal  of  the  schools  .at  IVedericksbnrg.  W  avne 
county,  that  state.  During  this  latter  period  he  engaged  in  reading  medicine 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  James  Martin,  of  Frederidesbnrg.  and  in  tite  faU  of  i8(>3 
be  entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he 
remained  until  the  following  March.   The  next  June,  having  passed  a  rigid 
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examination  befure  the  Ohio  board  of  medical  examiners,  he  was  commis- 
sioned a  surgeon  in  the  Union  anny  and  assigned  to  the  Dennison  Hospital, 
near  Cincinnati,  where  he  was  given  charge  of  one  division  of  tlie  li(>s])ita]. 
Soon  after  he  was  promoted  to  the  charge  cjf  that  <h vision  of  I'nited  States 
amiy  hospitals,  rcmaininji;  there  until  l*"ebrnary.  iHd^.  when  he  was  commis- 
sioned assistant  surgeon  of  the  One  Humlred  and  Tliird  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  ininic<liatcly  jtjined  his  regiment,  then  in  fCorth 
Carolina,  and  remained  with  it  tmtil  it  was  mustered  out  of  service,  Jnne  27, 
1865.  He  then  retume<l  to  the  ofiice  of  Doctor  Martin,  where  he  resumed  his 
studies  and  assisted  the  Doctor  until  fall,  when  lie  entered  Hellevne  Hospital 
Medical  College,  New  ^'nrk.  where  he  was  graduated,  with  the  <legree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  on  March  1,  t86f».  He  immediately  came  to  Auburn. 
Indiana,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  continued 
practically  without  interruption  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  July  10,  1909.  In  the  winter  of  1873-4  he  went  to  Xew  N'nrk  City  and 
took  post-graduate  courses  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  l^urgeons.  the 
X<n\  \m\c  Medical  College  and  the  Hellevne  H<^-intal  Mcdtcnl  CnIU-t^r  He 
was,  at  ditfcrcnt  times.  associate<l  in  the  praciKc  witii  DfKtors  Kesslar, 
Spooner,  Littiefidd  and  Matheny,  and  on  July  14.  1879,  he  and  Dr.  Matheny 
purchased  a  drug  store»  which  they  continued  to  conduct  successfully  for  a 
numl)er  of  years.  Doctor  ("asel)eer  gaiin*l  a  liit^li  reputation  as  an  able  phy- 
sician and  skilled  <nrc:(Tin.  l  eing  called  frcf|nently  to  distaiU  ]H>inls.  while  he 
acte<l  as  surgeon  for  the  Detroit,  I"e1  Kiver  \-  Illinois  Railroad,  and  w  iin  di- 
cai  e.xanimer  for  a  numlK:r  of  life  insurance  .societies.  He  was  earnestly  de- 
voted to  his  profession  and  enthusiastic  in  its  practice.  He  was  a  close 
stttdoit,  and  kept  abreast  of  the  constant  advances  being  made  in  the  sciences 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  owning  a  large  and  u|)-lo-date  library  and  taking 
the  leading  medical  periodicals.  He  was  a  forri  fn!  writer  on  professional 
Mil)j<'iis  ami  .several  of  his  papers,  read  hefore  the  .\iiierican  .Medirn!  \^s.w 
ciation,  were  widely  copied  by  the  leading  journals  in  this  country  and 
favorably  commented  upon.  He  was  a  member  of  the  DeKalb  Coimty  Medi- 
cal Society  and  the  Northeastern  Indiana  Meciical  Society,  having  servc<t  as 
president  of  the  last-named  liody. 

Poliiicans.  DiHtMi  Ca-rlieer  was  an  ardent  supporter  i>f  the  Rejiublican 
|)arty.  Ijcmg  a  man  oi  >tiong  and  positive  convictions  on  all  cpiestions  of 
work  of  temperance  reform.  Religiously,  he  was  for  inanv  vears  an  active 
public  policy.  On  the  temperance  question  he  was  especiall>  positive  in  his 
opposition  to  the  traffic  and  was  active  and  influential  for  many  years  in  the 
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and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  long  served  as  a 
member  of  the  ofBcial  board.    In  local  affairs  he  was  interested  in  everything 

that  nfTectc«l  the  welfare  ot  the  people  and  at  the  time  (^f  his  death  was 
serving  as  county  health  officer.  He  had  also,  fur  many  years,  served  as 
pension  examiner. 

Doctor  Casebeer  was  twice  married,  first  on  I'ebrtiary  5,  1863,  to  Har- 
riet G.  Smith,  of  Fredericksburg,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Eli  B.  and  Fannie 
Smith.   She  died  on  January  28,  i86q.  leaving  a  daughter,  Fannie  B..  whr> 

was  bom  on  Xo^-i-niher  2j.  18^)5.  'I"he  lattct  1;<-ranif  llio  wife  of  lV'rnar<l 
Gunn,  and  her  death  (xcuned  at  Minneapohs.  MinncMJlii,  ni  the  sj>niitr  fnf 
1902.  On  June  4,  1872,  the  Doctor  married  Sarah  li.  Nycum,  oi  l  "t.  \\  aync. 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Carr)  Nycum.  She  was  bom  in 
Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  age  of  two  years  was  taken  to 
Iowa  by  her  parents,  coming  to  Ft.  Wayne  when  she  was  four  years  old. 
livin'^  there  'irlil  her  marriage  to  Doct  -r  ("a^elK-rr  To  itiem  was  Ijorn  a 
Hau^lner.  Hattie  K..  horn  April  1 1,  1873,  who  is  now  tlie  wife  of  K.  C  Alteo- 
hurg.  of  Auhurn. 

Although  Doctor  Casebeer's  life  was  a  biuty  one,  his  professional  duties 
making  heavy  demands  upon  his  time,  he  never  shrank  from  his  duties  as  a 
citizen  and  his  ohligations  to  his  diunh.  his  neighhors  and  his  friends.  Al- 
\y:\y-^  oalm  and  dignifie<l.  never  demonstrath i\  his  life  was.  nevertheh<s,  q 
persistent  plea,  more  hv  precept  and  example  than  hy  written  or  s|K)kon 
word,  for  the  purity  and  grandeur  of  right  principles  and  the  t)eauty  and 
elevation  of  wholesome  character.  To  him  home  life  was  a  sacred  trust, 
friendship  was  inviolable  and  nothing  could  swerve  him  from  the  path  of 
rectitude  and  honor. 


PRICE  DONNER  WEST. 

.\mong  the  well  knowti  citi/'eTt-  <<(  n  iriliern  Indiana  wlm  have  finished 
their  iahors  and  gone  !<>  liuir  lewani.  ilu  name  of  Prfre  |)i>iiner  West,  who 
was  one  of  the  prominent  hasiness  men  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Auburn,  is  deserving  of  special  notice.  He  was  one  of  those  sterling  citizens 
whose  labors  and  .<ielf'sacrifice  made  possible  the  advanced  state  of  civiliza- 
tion and  enlightenment  for  which  this  section  of  the  Hoosier  state  has  long 
l>een  notetl.  He  wrc^  a  henefactor  In  the  truest  sense  of  the  term.  His  career 
was  fraught  with  inestmiahle  hles^ings  to  the  world,  for  he  was  a  man  who 
did  not  l)elieve  in  living  to  him.self  aUine.  but  desired  to  help  those  whom 
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.  fortune  favored  less  on  the  highway  of  life,  consequently  his  memory  will 
long  be  revered  by  a  wide  cirde  of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  DeKalb 

county  or  wherever  he  was  known. 

I'rice  Donner  West,  son  of  Fisher  Curtis  West,  was  lK)rn  in  ferry 
township,  AUen  coiinty,  Indiana,  December  27,  1861.    When  about  eight 
years  dd  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Port  Mitchdl,  Noble  county,  Indiana, 
where  the  family  lived  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  tliat  time  the  family 
returned  to  the  old  home  in  Allen  county.    I'rici-.  when  a  hoy,  attended  the 
district  schonN.    Thirstini^  fnr  know  led  i^'c  and  a>iistt.ii  in  his  ambition  by 
his  mother,  \\\\<<  was  an  educated  wmiian,  >i'uii,l;  \\  e>i  entered  the  Methodist 
Epi.scopal  College,  tiien  located  m  i'ort  Wayne.    He  was  graduated  from 
this,  his  mother's  alma  mater,  in  i88a  .  He  entmd  DePauw  University, 
and,  largely  through  his  own  labor  during  summer  vacations,  paid  his  own 
way  through  that  institution,  from  which  he  took  his  diploma  in  1H85. 
At  this  time  hi*;  mind  turned  to  the  law  and  he  enU-recl  the  L"ni\(Tsitv 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  to  prepare  liinisclt  for  the  piaetirc  of  his  eliosen 
profession.    lie  was  graduated  from  that  institution,  anti,  m  1889,  he  was 
admitted  as  a  member  to  the  bar  of  DeKalb  county,  Indiana.   In  1892  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Hartman.    After  the  dissoluticm  of  this 
partnership  Mr.  West  was  alone  for  awhile  practicing  law  and  lending 
money     From  thi«  «rrew  lii--  desire  to  go  into  a  hanking  business,  and  earlv 
in  Ujoo  he  formed  a  jiartnersiiip  with  C  harles  M.  Brown,  and  the  law  ttrm 
of  Brown  &  West  continued  to  lend  money,  and  in  it>t)j  organized  the 
Savings,  Loan  and  Trust  Conipaiiy.  On  the  ist  of  January,  1908,  Mr.  West 
bought  the  interests  of  Mr.  Brown  and  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  Mr. 
West  was  president  of  the  Savings.  Loan  and  Trust  Comjiany  frtmi  its 
organization  until  his  death.    At  all  times  ^T^  West's  business  transactions. 
lM»th  in  his  law  practice  and  in  his  trust  coin|)atiy.  were  marked  by  the 
strictest  integrity.   In  1901  Mr.  West's  health  failed  and  bf  was  obliged  to 
seek  a  change  of  climate  to  recuperate.  He  spent  several  months  in  Florida 
at  St.  Petersbiii^.    He  returned  home  much  improved.    As  a  boy  at  home 
he  worked  beyond  his  stren.ijtli,  and  during,'  Ins  saeation  months  in  his 
college  vears  he  was  up  from  early  dawn  until  late  at  niL,dn  rnnniuL,'  a 
threshing  machine  and  doing  such  other  farm  work  as  would  enable  him 
to  pay  his  way  through  college  the  following  school  year.    His  ambition 
always  exceeded  his  bodily  strength.  Although  Mr.  West  was  the  son  of  a 
rich  farmer  he  lived  and  worked  as  a  p(Kir  boy,  always.   His  mother  died 
in  1889,  and,  although  a  large  part  of  the  farm  was  her  own,  Price  derived 
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no  benefit  from  it,  allowing  his  father  to  retain  and  use  it  as  lie  had  in  the 

mother's  litelimc. 

'I'he  elder  Mr  \\'est  was  a  man  of  sontid  business  ability  and  his  advice 
and  jiul^ineni  ueit*  cajjerly  sought  and  aciciitef!  (>y  ibe  son,  who  always 
gave  his  father  his  entire  conlidence.  Tlie  laihci,  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Savings,  I^n  and  Trust  Company,  was  in  a  position  to 
give  his  son  the  benefit  of  his  many  years  of  experience,  which  he  did. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  Price  D.  West  was  known  far  and  w  idc,  and  his 
trust  company  was  one  of  the  most  popular  and  flouri^liinsj  institution^  nf 
the  kind  in  this  section  of  the  cunntry.  He  was  known  as  the  "ixxjr  man's 
friend."  Those  struggling  fur  a  foothold  in  the  world  never  asked  him  in 
vain  for  help,  and  those  in  trouble  seeking  his  advice  were  received  fay 
htm  with  the  utmo.st  sincerity  and  went  away  satisfied  that  his  advice 
was  right. 

Mr.  We.st  as  a  lawyer  stood  high.  He  was  admitte<l  as  a  member  of 
the  l>ar  of  the  .supreme  court  of  Indiana  .\pril  2,  i^utj.  On  the  same  date 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  In  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States.  In 
Octoljcr  of  1908  he  organized  the  Garrett  Savings.  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
pany in  the  neighboring  town  of  Garrett.  He  was  president  of  that  institu- 
tion until  within  a  few  months  of  his  passing  away,  when  be  sold  all  of  his 
interests  tlierein.  lie  was  president  also  of  the  Nulmrn  Creamery  Company 
and  of  tlie  County  Aa.MKiation  of  Insurance  .\gents.  His  father  being  old 
and  blind.  Price  t(X>k  the  management  of  his  father's  targe  farm  in  Allen 
county  u|)on  hia  own  shoulders.  He  seldom  t<x>k  any  recreation  except  to 
go  to  the  farm  for  a  few  days'  tramp  through  the  fields  and  woods,  every 
foot  of  which  was  dear  to  him. 

lie  was  nuirricd  Deceniher  J~,  i8i>5.  to  Mrs.  .Mary  C  Hnmc^.  Two 
sons  came  of  this  marriage.  I-'isher  C.  W  est,  Jr.,  and  Trice  Donner  W  est.  Jr. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  March  10,  IQ05.  On  June  79,  1906.  Mr. 
West  was  married  to  Nannc  Peterson,  daughter  of  Henry  C  Peterson,  of 
Albion.  Indiana.  She  and  the  two  sons,  l  isher.  ii^c  l  ten  years,  and  Donner, 
almost  nine  years  of  a^e.  are  living  at  the  home  in  AnI  urT) 

.'Mthough  of  a  retiring  ilis]msilion.  ih'';  firm  vva>  kmd  and  obligin;.^:  to 
all  whom  he  met  111  a  busines.s  or  a  social  way.  at>d  no  favor  was  too  much 
trouble  for  him  to  grant.  Being  a  man  of  many  sorrows,  he  had  sympathy 
for  the  sorrowing,  and  aided  them  in  many  ways.  His  life  was  not  an  easy 
one,  but  one  tilled  witli  trials  that  usually  beset  the  man  who  makes  his  own 
way.   He  loved  his  work  and  foimd  great  happiness  in  it.   During  the  past 
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seven  years  he  had  seemed  to  be  growing  steadily  stronger,  so  that  his  pass- 
ing was  a  shock  to  every  one,  as  well  as  a  great  grief. 

He  was  a  \aliied  member  of  the  Scottish  Rite  at  Fort  VVayne»  and  of 

all  the  Masonic  uiders  at  Auhurn.  A  year  fx-'forc  his  death  he  was  worthy 
])ali()ii  f»f  the  tJrder  of  the  Fn<;tern  Star,  and  also  a  nienitjci  ut'  the  Knicrhts 
ot  i'ythias.  lie  was  also  proniineni  as  a  member  ot  the  Lommerciai  Club 
of  Auburn.  He  was  public-spirited,  being  intensely  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  Christian  faith  was  exemjdi- 
lietl  hy  the  many  gtMKl  deeds  of  his  daily  life,  Jjeing  a  most  profound  Bible 
scliohir.  he  ini(>Ianted  a  l<'\i-  fur  !^:hlc-  '^iKric^  in  liis  two  sons.  The  prepara- 
tion that  Christ  made  for  ln:,  niiinstry  was  the  last  lessott  he  taufjht  his  sons. 
He  said:  "Get  an  education  to  enable  you  to  Jo  something  in  life.  Get 
ready  to  do,  then  do  it"  In  his  home  life  he  was  ideal.  His  every  thoiight 
was  for  his  wife  and  two  children.  It  was  his  most  earnest  wish  that  he 
might  live  to  see  Fisher  and  Donner  started  in  life  t  ir  themselves.  He 
was  summoned  li\  the  death  an^el  while  sitting;  at  his  desk  on  the  evening 
of  jtilv  5.  iiyi.v  His  pa-;>;ii!'^  ',va<  the  same  as  that  r>f  two  of  his  nirrther's 
family,  in  the  passing  ot  this  great  and  gorni  man  w  cm  tlic  last  of  a  family 
of  eight  children.  He  died  as  the  Wheelers  die,  of  apt'iilexy.  Sincerity  was 
the  keynote  of  the  character  of  this  true  friend,  loyal  citizen  and  superior 
business  man.  In  every  instance  he  was  true  to  himself  and  his  God,  leaving 
nothing  undone  to  pratif\  i^er\  \vi- 1  -f  ihrsc  nearest  and  dearest  to  him, 
making  his  htnne  a  ]>ara<li»e  tilled  willi  llie  (lowers  of  love. 

Henry  Clay  i'eter.son,  father  of  Mrs.  T'ricc  I).  West,  was  horn  in  St.' 
Mary's  township,  Adams  county.  Indiana,  October  10.  1842.  In  September 
of  1856  Mr.  Peterson,  with  his  father's  family,  moved  to  Iowa,  but  in 
October  of  the  follow  ing  year  the  family  returned  to  Adams  count> .  Mr. 
TVterson  was  educated  in  the  cotnmon  schools  of  Ailams  eounty  and  in  the 
high  si-hf>nl  of  Warsaw.  Indiana.  He  was  a  classmate  of  Vicc-lMesident 
Marsiiall.  In  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  ct)rporal  of  Henry  Banta  s  Coni|)imy 
I.  Eighty-ninth  Regiment  of  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  mus- 
tered into  service  August  14.  1862.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Mumfordvitle, 
Kentucky,  in  the  fall  of  1862.  and  was  patoU-d  and  came  home  with  h» 
companv  for  a  short  time.  He  was  cxclianced  at  the  time  his  regiment  was 
retitnied.  the  regiment  then  being  on  post  duly  in  i  eniiessee  the  greater  part 
of  the  winter.  He  with  his  regiment  was  then  in  the  Missouri  camjKiign. 
the  expedition  up  the  Red  river  with  General  Banks,  and  Thomas's  campaign 
at  the  battle  of  Nashville.  He  with  his  regiment  participated  in  the  capture 
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of  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Blakdy  at  Mobile   In  short,  he  was  with  the 

regiment  from  the  time  it  was  mustered  into  the  service  until  it  was  mus- 
tered out.  Toward  tlir  Irtttcr  jmrt  of  the  canipaif^n  he  was  chief  clerk  at 
Major-Ck'iiera!  A.  |.  Sniitli  ^  iicadciuarttr-;  in  thi  held. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  he  taught  school  and  read  law  with 
Judge  Bobo  of  the  Adams  circuit  court.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  law 
at  the  bar  in  the  Adams  circuit  oowt  at  tlie  September  term  of  1876.  At  the 
OctoIxT  electi»)n  of  18^16,  he  was  elected  county  surveyor  of  Adams  county 
and  serve<l  in  that  oliice  one  term,  he  l>eiug  the  (inlv  'uan  of  his  party  ever 
elected  to  an  oftice  in  Adams  county.  Mr.  Peters<in  movc<l  to  .Vuhurn  in 
1870  and  resided  here  until  1889.  when  he  moved  to  KauiOi!,  and  later  in 
the  same  year  moved  to  Albion,  where  he  has  resided  since.  While  living 
in  this  city  he  served  three  terms,  or  si.\  \ear.s.  as  prosecuting  attorney. 
He  was  a  man  who  was  decided  in  his  opinions  and  tree  to  express  them, 
Imt  vi ui  knew  when-  he  -itood.  He  \'.as  r»nirriCfou';.  fearless  and  honest;  of 
tile  slrale^t  mlegnty  and  a  friend  ni  whom  you  could  confide.  He  never 
played  false,  as  do  so  many  would-be  friends.  He  always  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  life,  had  a  wide  acquaintance  and  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  of  his  county.   He  was  sixty-three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  first  married  to  Sarah  F..  Blossom,  of  Decatur,  Indi- 
ana, h'chruary  7,  iS^7  Her  death  occurred  at  Aulnirn,  May  .?->,  1874.  He 
was  again  jomed  m  marriage  to  .\iny  E.  McConncliey  at  .\ul)urn.  .May  .23, 
1876.  Mr.  Peterson  practiced  law  for  a  short  time  in  Decatur,  after  his 
office  as  surveyor  expired.  He  was  the  father  of  four  children :  Jessie  A. 
Peterson:  Bl.nulu,  wife  of  J.  D.  Hoffman.  decea.«ed;  Jamie,  deceased,  and 
Mrs.  West,  the  oldest. 


GEORGE  O.  DENISON. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  descrihe  ndcqnaU-Iy  a  man  wIm  Icfl  ;ui  emi- 
nently active  and  busy  life  and  who  has  attained  a  position  of  relative  dis- 
tinction in  the  connnnnity  with  which  his  interests  are  allied.  But  bioj^^raphy 
finds  its  most  perfect  justilication.  nevertheless,  in  the  tracing  and  recording  of 
such  a  life  history.  It  is,  then,  with  a  fidl  apt>reciation  of  all  that  is  demanded 
and  of  the  painstakiii};  scrulinx  thai  must  Ih'  accr>rded  each  statenient.  and  yet 
with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  that  the  writer  essays  the  ta.sk  of  toucliiiijr 
briefly  upon  the  details  of  such  a  rcccjrd  as  ha.s  Iktu  that  of  the  honored  subject 
whose  life  now  come$  under  review. 
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George  O.  Deni.<on  is  a  native  'if  Richlaiul  count \  .  Ohio.  wlnTe  he  was  , 
born  on  August  17,  1S45,  the  son  of  (.icorgc  1).  and  Salome  V..  (  I'Vnncr) 
Denison.  He  is  of  the  ninth  generation  of  the  family  in  this  country,  the 
emigrant  ancesfw,  William  Denison,  having  come  from  England  some  time 
during  the  early  colonial  period,  settling  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts.  The 
family  originated  in  ScolIan<I  where  the  name  was  spelled  I  )anielslown.  The 
sul)ie<  t  '  >{  this  sketc!i  was  reared  on  his  lather's  farm  ((►  the  age  of  seven  years, 
when  tlie  family  moved  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  alujut 
eighteen  years,  the  home  being  located  sotith  of  Toledo.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  there  the  father  also  owned  a  tract  of  land  southeast  of  Waterloo.  Indi- 
ana, in  (irant  townsliip,  DeKalh  county,  and  in  i8</)  he  came  there  with  the 
intention  of  improving  and  selling  it,  George  and  his  brother  Felix  being  left 
to  run  the  farm  in  Ohio.  However,  nfter  living  here  for  a  time  the  parents 
found  their  Indiana  home  nu>re  to  their  liking  tlian  Ihe  Ohio  place,  conse- 
quently they  sold  the  latter  and  their  sons  came  to  their  Hoosier  home,  where 
they  made  their  permanent  residence.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  always 
given  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  I)ut  in  1880  he  engaged  in  the  ice 
business,  having  constructed  an  artifuial  lake  on  his  farm  for  that  purpose, 
and  he  soon  had  an  extensive  business,  furnishing  all  the  ice  to  the  town  of 
Waterloo,  Auburn  and  Garrett.  His  brother,  I^vi,  was  ussociatetl  with  him 
in  this  iHisiness  until  al)otit  1898.  when  they  split  the  business.  Levi  taking  the 
trade  at  Garrett,  and  George  continuing  at  Waterloo,  •  He  has  carried  on  this 
bu'<iiiess  until  the  present  time,  and  in  this  as  well  as  in  farming  has  achieved 
definite  success 

In  pui)lic  ittair^  Mr.  Denison  has  been  proninn  tit  for  a  numl>er  of  vears. 
In  1890  he  was  elected  trustee  of  Grant  township.  iKilding  the  office  for  five 
years,  and  in  1898  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  assttming  the  duties 
of  his  office  in  October.  1900.  In  addition  to  the  regular  four  years'  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  by  legislative  action  h\<  term  w  as  extended  to  the  end  of 
the  year  mj<>4.  after  which  he  serveil  as  deputy  clerk  for  a  time,  or  until  liis 
electiiin  as  mayor  nf  Auburn.  He  dischariied  t!ir  (h*tir-  nf  ih*<  oihrr  f  .r-  r.r 
years  and  then  resumed  his  previous  pijsition  as  deputy  clerk,  m  which  capacity 
he  has  ser\-ed  most  of  the  time  since,  his  continuous  service  in  this  position 
being  due  to  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  official  records  and  the  iHisiness 
connected  with  the  olVice  of  county  clerk.  This  is  also  noteworthy  owing  to 
(he  fact  that  a-<  a  Kcpul  lican  lie  served  under  Democratic  clerks.  In  .March. 
1913.  after  the  destruction  by  lire  of  many  of  ihe  county's  books  of  record. 
.Mr.  Uenison  was  appointed  and  commissioned  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
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Austin  to  restore  the  destroyed  records,  and  is  nou  engaged  in  this  responsi- 
ble work,  for  which  he  is  probably  better  qualified  than  any  man  in  the 

county. 

In  1873  Mr.  !Vnison  was  niarricil  to  Joanna  Bowman,  who  was  born 
and  reared  near  Aulnini,  ihe  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ida  (  Borst  >  Bowman. 
Her  parents  wcrc  c;uly  settlers  of  DeKalb  coiuity.  having  come  here  from 
Canton,  Ohio,,  at  a  perioci  prior  to  the  advent  of  railroads  here,  maktiq^  their 
pertnanent  location  about  two  miles  west  of  Aubnm,  where  Mrs.  Denison 
lived  until  her  marrijige.  To  Mr.  and  y,\v>.  Denison  have  been  born  the 
followintr  clii!dren:  Nettie  is  the  wife  of  Wiilis  J.  Rberly.  of  Waterloo,  and 
they  have  three  children.  I'red.  Helen  and  David;  Daisy  is  the  wife  of  Clyde 
l"ec  and  lues  on  a  fanu  cast  of  Waterloo,  and  they  have  ti\e  children. 
Hubert,  GeoT|^a.  Kenneth,  and  twins,  Alene  and  Irene;  Vay  is  the  wife  of 
Vemc  Grosscup.  and  lives  in  Auburn,  and  they  have  two  children.  Catherine 
and  Dorothy:  (leorge  Bradford,  the  only  son,  is  now  rumiing  the  farm  and 
ice  business  for  his  father.  He  married  Agnes  Bro^vn.  and  they  have  two 
children. 

Politically.  Mr.  Denison  is.  as  l:efore  stated,  a  Republican  and  has  been  a 
Stanch  supporter  of  his  jtarty  during  the  campaigns,  and  in  this  connection  it 
is  noteworthy  that  the  official  positions  held  by  him  have  all  been  attained 
without  any  solicitation  on  his  part — certainly  a  marked  testimonal  to  his 

personal  .standing  and  efficiency.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  meml^er  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  bellows,  and  in  the  latter 
order  he  has  i)as.sed  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge  and  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  grand  lodge. 

Mr.  Denison  has  clear  recollections  of  DeKalb  county  at  a  time  prior 
to  many  of  the  public  improvements  which  now  diaractertJEe  this  county, 
having,  in  early  childhof>tl.  come  here  on  a  trip  wiib  his  parent who  were 
looking  for  land.  He  recalls  the  rongh  and  unsightly  apixarance  of  the 
country-,  which  was  characterized  by  the  entire  absence  of  good  roads  and 
bridges,  necessitating  many  detours  in  order  to  avoid  streams  and  swamps. 

In  the  Denison  family  the  military  spirit  has  been  prominent  for  many 
generations,  the  trait  having  been  marked  even  in  the  first  ancestor  in  America, 
who  harl  been  a  valiant  otVicer  of  high  rnnk  in  the  English  annv  and  pos- 
sessed a  coat-of-anii.s.  .Mthough  Mr.  Demson  was  legally  li»o  young  for 
military  service  in  the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted,  but  was  too  late  to  see  any 
active  senrtoe  in  the  field.  He  has  since  been  a  member  of  the  Waterloo 
Rides,  a  well  known  local  military  company.  His  brother.  Levi  L.,  was  a  cap- 
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tain  fhtring  the  S])anish-Anierican  war,  in  wliich  tlic  subject"s  neplicw,  Wilson 
H.  iX-nisun,  was  a  lieutenant,  ami  the  subject's  son.  Bradford,  is  now  a  lieuten- 
ant in  the  National  Guard,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  marksmen  in  the 
state,  having  been  one  of  the  eighteen  sharpshooters  chosen  by  contest  at  the 
state  encampment  to  go  to  Sea  Girt.  Xew  Jersey,  where  they  took  part  in 
the  s^freat  contest  of  National  Guanlsnien  from  the  different  states.  He  has 
been  twice  selected  for  this  contest. 


tiEOKGE  CAMPBELL. 

The  best  history  of  a  community  or  state  is  the  one  that  deals  most 
with  the  lives  and  activities  of  its  iwople,  especially  of  those  who,  by  their 

own  endeavors  and  indomitable  energy,  have  forged  to  the  frotit  and  placed 
themselves  where  they  deserve  the  titk-  of  ])n)$^rt"^sive  men.  In  this  brief 
review  will  l>e  found  the  record  of  one  who  has  (>utslrip|>ed  the  less  active 
plodders  on  the  highway  of  life  and  anwng  his  contemporaries  ha.s  achieved 
marked  success  in  the  busmcss  world,  the  name  of  George  Campbell  being 
honored  by  all  owing  to  his  upright  life  and  habits  of  thrift  and  industry. 

Geoi^e  Campbell,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Auburn  and  one  of  the  most 
active  mentbers  of  the  well  known  carriage  nianufacturing  firm  of  Campbell 
&  Sons,  was  Ixirn  in  Auburn.  Indiana,  on  September  3.  1873.  the  son  of 
Samuel  L.  and  Mary  (1 'aimer)  Campbell.  George  Campbell  was  reared  in 
Auburn,  securing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  then  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  comniencet!  working  in  a  trim  shop.  Not  satisfied  with 
this  line  of  work,  a  few  months  later  he  began  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade, 
at  which  he  remained  about  eight  mondis  aufl  thi-n  furned  hh  ntfciitiun  to 
blacksmithing.  Here  he  found  emj)loymem  to  his  liking  and  energetically 
applied  himself  to  learning  this  trade.  In  1892  he  opened  a  blacksmith  shop 
of  his  own  in  Auburn,  where  besides  the  regular  custom  work  he  also  did 
the  Uacksmithing  for  his  father's  carriage  shop.  Soon  afterwards  he  ac- 
quired nn  intercut  in  his  fatfier's  lni>iness  and  has  continued  with  him  ever 
since,  being  nrnv  the  active  nianairer  of  the  hnsituNS,  which  is  one  of  the 
important  industrial  concerns  of  Auburn.  In  the  management  of  this  enter- 
prise he  has  shown  a  business  ability  and  a  soundness  of  judgment  that  has 
not  only  gained  for  him  financial  success,  but  has  also  ccrnimended  him  to  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  all  who  had  dealings  with  him. 

On  April  26^  1894.  Geoi^  Campbell  married  Ada  Miers.  the  daughter 
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of  iiU  and  Juli.t  i  liaicy;  Micrs,  hi-r  biitli  liaving  occurred  in  i'airview  town- 
ship, this  count) .  When  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  her  parents  moved  two 
miles  west  of  Auburn,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.   Her  father  was 

one  of  the  early  settlers  of  DeKalb  county,  having  come  here  w  ith  his  mother 
when  *.>n!\  ( ii:!it  years  old,  their  former  home  having  been  in  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  Kh  Miers  was  tlirowii  '.'U  liis  own  resources  at  an  early  age,  which 
fact  de\elo]}ed  his  latent  talents  and  he  lornied  habits  ot  self  reliance  and. 
going  out  into  the  world  on  his  own  account,  by  strict  integrity  and  indus- 
trious habits  and  rigid  economy  he  was  enabled  to  accumulate  a  competence, 
having  eventually  owned  a  fine  farm  west  of  Auburn.  lie  died  in  Septem- 
her.  KjfM).  nt  t!ie  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  his 
lii<'  luivnig  been  ^pcnt  at  the  home  of  h'i<  dnu'/'ner,  Mrs.  (leorge  Canipliell,  in 
Auburn.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  bwn  born  two  children,  Esther 
and  Wilbert.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  member  of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Tribe  of 
Ben-Hur.  Genial  in  disposition  and  courteous  in  manner,  he  has  won  a  large 
and  warm  fnllo  ving  among  his  acquaintances  in  Auburn 

Samuel  F,.  Campbell,  fatber  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Cbampaif^ii  county.  Ohio,  on  May  .>.  1X41.  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Susanna  (Kesslcr)  Campbell.  When  Sanmel  L.  Can>pbell  was  four  years 
old  his  father  died  of  typhoid  fever  and  the  mother  and  six  children  con- 
tinued for  a  while  on  the  farm,  one  child  having  died  in  infancy  before  the 
father's  death.  In  (lu-  fall  of  iS/iX  (he  mother  and  her  sons,  Samuel  I-., 
Is.iiali  aiii!  Cv'Y'^v  \\  ..  came  to  W  ;!  county,  Indiana,  and  liougbt  a  farm. 
When  Sanniei  i..  Campbell  had  reached  his  majority  he  went  to  the  cilv  of 
Wabash  and  learned  the  wagonmaker  s  trade,  at  which  be  was  employed 
about  six  years,  then  he  was  employed  in  a  like  capacit\  at  Ltgonicr  two 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  Waterloo  in  1K69  and  was  employed  as  a 
wagonmalcrr  for  two  years.  In  iN'jt  he  canie  to  \ul)tnn.  since  w  hich  time  he 
has  been  closely  i(lenlilie<l  w  itb  the  iMrsiness  tntere<t>  of  the  city.  In  the  latter 
eighties  Mr.  Campbell  started  a  wagon  sho]),  where  he  made  and  repaired 
wagiuis,  and  such  was  the  (piality  of  his  work  tlial  he  soon  gained  an  enviable 
reputation  throughout  the  county,  and  many  of  the  splendid  wagons  he  turned 
out  at  that  time  are  still  in  active  service.  About  two  years  after  he  en- 
paged  in  business  on  his  own  accoimt  his  son.  George,  came  in  as  a  partner 
and  ih'i^  f  rni  has  coutiiuied  to  the  inesent  time,  en'ovinsi  an  envi.ildr  reputa- 
tion throughout  this  section  of  the  state.  .\l;out  tweiu\  years  ago  ilie  firm 
be.j^an  the  nianufacture  ot  delivery  wagons  and  carriage.^  on  a  rather  exten- 
sive scale,  their  first  location  being  at  the  northeast  comer  of  Fifth  and 
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Jackson  streets,  but  so  rapidly  ilul  llic  hnsiness  itn-rcase  that  they  were  coni- 
pelleil  to  seek  larger  quarters,  and  in  1898  th*  v  came  to  ihcir  present  location, 
where  they  are  well  situated  and  s^^didly  ciiuippcd  for  all -classes  o(  work 
in  thdr  line.  They  have  a  substantial  building,  fifty-two  by  eighty  feet  in 
dimensions*  two  stores  and  basement.  In  addition  to  the  manufacture  of 
light  wagons  and  carriages  they  al.w  deal  in  automobiles,  liandliiii^'  tlie  Stude 
baker  and  R.  C  11.  machines,  and  also  sell  Milwaukee  binders  and  mowers 
and  Alamo  eras  engines. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  a  splendid  standing  among 
the  business  men  of  Auburn,  who  regard  him  as  a  man  of  exceptional  busi- 
ness ability  and  good  judgment. 

In  1870  SannK-1  L-  t'amiihell  marrii-d  Mnrv  I'alnuT.  iln-  <IatiL;Iiter  of 
(jeorge  and  Catherine  ( Ht>over)  Palmer,  lier  birth  ha\ing  iitciirred  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  about  two  years  she  accompanied  her 
parents  on  their  removal  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  on  a  farm 
three  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Auburn.  Later  they  located  in  the  city  of 
Auburn,  where  she  has  reside<l  ever  since.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have 
Ixx-n  born  fmir  children,  tlin-e  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  !:nti  r  dvitii^  at  the 
age  <»i  loiirlcvn  niontiis  ol  .scarlet  fever.  The  son<  are  I  raiik  S.,  Iteurge  and 
William  E.  l-ralcrnally,  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

Frank  S.  Campbell  was  born  in  Pleasant  Lake.  Steuben  county,  Indiana, 
on  November  jX.  1871.  being  the  first  child  born  to  his  parents,  Samuel  L. 
and  Mary  (Palmer)  CamplH.'!!.  When  he  uas  a  baby  of  lait  tlirec  or  four 
months  the  family  moved  to  .\uburn  and  here  he  was  reared  to  manlmod. 
receiving  a  good  practical  education  in  the  public  scli£x>ls.  In  his  youth  he 
accepted  employment  with  the  Kibblinger  Company,  now  known  as  the  Mc- 
Intire  Company,  where,  under  his  father's  tutelage,  he  learned  carriage  Imdy 
building  and  designing.  He  was  \\  ith  that  conij>any  twenty-five  years,  and 
for  a  nutnt  cr  of  vear<  na<  forennn  of  the  wood  shop  there  with  six  to 
twenty-five  men  in  his  department.  He  made  atid  l)nilt  all  kinds  of  bixbes 
from  buggy  bodies  to  automobile  bodies,  ambulance  and  casket  wagons. 
.\bottt  1900  his  health  failed  ami  he  and  his  wife  went  to  Xew  Mexico. 
While  there  be  taught  orchestra.  I>and  and  piano  music,  also  organizetl  and 
directed  a  l>and.  He  remained  there  for  two  years,  then  returned  to  Auburn 
and  retunu'd  t«)  the  Kibblinger  ("onijianx.  On  January  j,  n>i,v  he  resigned 
and  came  m  with  his  father  ami  l)rothers  in  the  firm  of  Campbell  &  Sons,  in 
which  place  he  is  now  engaged.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  ability  and 
(«7) 
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has  contnbutetl  largely  to  tlie  splendid  success  which  ihe  firm  is  now  en- 
joying. 

On  September  ii,  1894,  Mr.  Campbell  married  Jennie  Husselman. 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Ellen  Husselman,  she  having  been  born  and  reared 

north  of  Auburn,  and  heins;  the  representative  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer 
families  of  this  county.  To  this  union  has  been  born  a  son.  Charles  J.,  who 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  Xovembcr  1 1,  i8<)5.  keligiously.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  belong  to  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber and  where  he  conducts  an  orchestra  in  the  Sunday  school.  During  the 
past  twdve  years  Mr.  Caniiiliell  and  his  orchestra  have  missed  but  one  Sun- 
day in  each  year  and  their  music  is  ap])rcciated  highly  by  the  attendants  of 
;lu-  school.  He  j^ivt";  iti^tntrtit ms  to  the  orchestra  members  free,  having  a 
rcliciusal  everv  W  nhic.sday  night  and  the  organization  is  one  of  which  he 
is  deservedly  proud. 

Witliam  E.  Campbell,  son  of  Samuel  L.  and  Mary  (Palmer)  Campbell, 
was  bom  on  April  3,  1875,  and  was  reared  in  this  city,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  school.^  iu  rr.  In  his  early  youth  he  entere<l  the  employ  of 
Kibblinger  Company,  where  he  learned  carriage  trimming  and  was  after- 
ward employed  in  <e\eral  other  cilies.  including  about  three  and  one-half 
years  at  Butler,  two  }ears  at  Ligonier,  two  years  at  .\lbion.  two  years  at 
Logans|xjrt  and  two  years  at  Linden,  Michigan.  Later  he  was  employed  tor 
two  years  by  the  Modem  Buggy  Company  at  .'\uburn.  That  he  was  a  com- 
petent workman  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  every  shop  in  which  he  was 
employed  he  was  foreman.  In  January.  1911.  Mr.  Campbell  started  tlie 
Auburn  Aitto  Top  Company  anrl  did  a  thriving  business  for  two  years.  He 
is  now  connected  with  the  Campbell  &  Sons  Comi)any.  referred  to  elsewhere 
in  this  sketch.  In  1890,  at  Fostoria,  Ohio.  Mr.  Campbell  married  Kosa 
Spruck  and  they  have  three  children,  Ruth,  Eugene  and  Maty  Louise. 

Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  Fraternal  Order  of  I-^agles.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  fjualities  of  char- 
acter and  enjoys  a  marked  popularity  in  the  circles  in  which  he  mingles. 


JOHN  J.  OBERLIN. 

.-\n  enumeration  of  those  men  of  the  present  generation  who  have  w<mi 
honor  and  public  recognition  for  ihemselve.s  and  at  the  same  time  have  hon- 
ored the  locality  to  which  they  belong  would  be  incomplete  were  there  faihtre 
to  make  mention  of  the  one  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch. 
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nuritu:;  a  period  ni  niatiy  years  he  sustaini-d  a  \  pry  rn viable  reinit.itinn  in 
•educational  circles,  ami  t<xiay  is  giving  thongtittul  and  intelligent  direction  to 
ijxt  financial  affairs  of  DeKalb  county,  being  the  present  county  treasurer. 

John  J.  Oberlin  is  a  native  of  the  old  Buckeye  state,  having  been  bom  in 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  May  4,  1847.  and  is  the  son  <>f  Abraham,  Jr.,  and 
Mary  (Stewart)  Oberlin.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Umcaster  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Thf  siiJijert's  paternal  <,'i audfalhcr  also  bore  the  name  of 
Abraham.  John  J,  Oberlin  was  reared  uii  ilic  paternal  farmsieail  in  Oluu. 
and  received  his  educational  training  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, his  vacation  periods  being  s]jent  in  assisting  his  father  on  the  home 
farm.  He  finished  his  education  in  the  high  school  at  Manchester,  Ohio,  and 
at  tliv  a.ijv  of  eighteen  years  began  leaching  school.  He  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  t/iis  callini:.  wliirli  he  follnwt'd  tV.r  twenty  tw'i  term*;, 

In  iSjJ  Mr.  (  )l»crlin  came  to  DeKalli  eounts,  Indiana,  locating  near 
Butler,  and  during  the  following  four  years  taugiit  school  there.  He  then 
moved  to  Marshall  cotmty,  this  state,  where  he  resided  for  seven  years»  teach- 
ing school  during  six  years  of  that  time.  While  carrying  on  his  educational 
work  he  had  alsf)  etigaged  in  farming,  at  which  calling  he  was  equally  success- 
ful. Keturning  to  DeKalb  eminty  Mr.  ()l)erlin  l  eated  on  a  farm  south  f)f  But- 
ler, to  the  operation  of  whirl;  he  de\  t)ted  his  attention  until  when  he  was 
appointed  postn)aj»ter  of  Butler,  holding  this  position  four  years  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  .of  the  government  and  the  patrons  of  the  office:  then  fur  a  year 
he  was  on  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
general  mercantile  business  at  Butler.  In  1903  he  was  nominated  for  county 
•commissioner  h)'  the  Democratic  party  and  was  elected,  holding  the  office 
three  vear«;  Hi-^  «;«'rvice<;  were  rntirelv  satisfactory  and  he  was  renominated 
for  the  portion.  i)ut  ownig  to  the  Kepublican  landslide  of  that  year  he  went 
down  to  defeat  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  However,  as  evidence  of  his 
popularity  it  nuty  be  noted  that  while  Roosevelt  carried  the  county  by  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  plurality.  Mr.  Oberiin  was  defeated  fay  only  ninety- 
seven  votes.  Many  Republican  friends  of  his  assured  him  afterwards  that 
had  they  thought  there  wa<  any  chance  for  his  defeat,  they  would  have  voted 
for  him.  In  the  fall  <tl  lyio  Mi.  Oberlin  was  the  successful  candidate  of  his 
party  for  county  treasurer,  and  iti  lyu  was  rc-elcclcd  by  the  largest  majority 
of  any  candidate  on  the  ticket,  being  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office. 
His  sterling  integrity,  sound  business  judgment  and  wise  discrimination  in 
the  administration  of  the  county's  finances  have  commended  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  all  the  citizens  regardless  of  political  lines. 
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Politically,  Mr.  Oberlin  is  a  stanch  supiiortcr  ut  ihe  Democratic  party, 
and  has  for  a  number  of  years  taken  an  active  part  iti  the  campaigns,  his 
counsel  and  sound  jiuignient  being  colisidered  invaluable  Hf  his  part)  col- 
leagues. Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  to  which  they  arc  liberal  contributors. 

In  I  iliii  J.  Olierlm  w:\<  nmrricd  to  Catherine  Hcerer.  a  native  of 

Summit  coniUy.  (  »hio.  ami  a  <i;niglilcr  of  (.ieorge  and  Julia  X.  Beerer.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  OlxTim  have  l)cen  lK>m  eight  children,  all  living,  namely: 
Minnie,  wife  of  C.  W.  Beard,  of  Butler:  Lemuel,  who  is  a  billiard  bait  turner 
at  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  married  Blanche  Jewell,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Clark  and  Gale:  Charles,  a  fanner  living  at  Bntler:  Jesse,  who  is  in  his 
father's  store  at  Bntler.  married  Belle  .Xewton,  and  they  have  t\v(»  daughters. 
Lucile  arr!  Catherinr ;  Clyrle  R  ,  nNn  in  the  store  at  Bntler.  married  Luella 
Farley,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  .Mildred:  Lloyd,  who  i.s  employed  as  a 
mdder  in  the  plant  of  the  Butler  Company  at  Butler,  married  Goldie  I  lart- 
man.  and  tliey  h»\t  two  sons.  Lindley  and  Burton ;  Grace  Viola  is  at  home 
with  her  parents:  Earl  heroy  is  his  father's  assistant  in  the  county  treasurers 
office. 

In  Mr  Olierlin"'?  rrrf>rd  there  lin--  been  nmch  that  is  commendable  and 
his  character  lurcibiy  iHustralCN  ulial  a  hie  oi'  energy  can  accomplish  when 
plans  arc  wi.sely  laid  and  actions  are  governed  by  right  principles  and  iiigli 
ideals.  In  his  business  career  as  well  as  his  private  life  no  word  of  sus- 
picion has  ever  been  breathed  against  him.  Successful  in  business,  faithful  m 
the  performance  >it'  public  duty,  respected  -n  social  life,  and  as  a  neighlior 
discharging  iluties  as  becoiiH-s  a  liU'ral  minded,  intelligent  citizen,  he  has 
won  and  retains  the  .sincere  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


J.  PERRY  LONG. 

A  man  who  boldly  faces  the  responsibility  of  life  and  by  determined  and 
untiring  energy  carves  nut  for  himself  an  honorable  success  exerts  a  power- 
ful influence  upon  the  lives  of  all  who  follow  him.  Such  men  constitute  the 
fojindation  of  our  republican  "ii^iitntions  and  are  the  pride  of  our  civilization. 
To  them  lifr  i^^  -^n  rcnl  tbni  ihey  find  no  lime  to  plot  either  mischief  or  vice. 
Their  lives  are  l-ound  up  in  their  duties,  they  feel  the  weight  of  their  citizen- 
ship, and  take  pleasure  in  sowing  the  seeds  of  uprightness.  Such  has  been 
the  career  of  the  subject  of  this  brief  notice. 
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J.  Perry  hcmg,  who  enjoys  a  favorable  reputation  as  a  Buccessfu)  car- 
pcfrter  pud  twlidcr  at  Ao^uni*  was  bom  about  one  mile  iporth  of  Garrett, 

DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  Jammrj-  25,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Harrison 
and  Marietta  (Wvant)  lx>ng.  Samuel  H.  Lonf»  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  in 
an  early  day  came  to  DeFsalh  county  with  his  parents.  Christian  Long  and 
wife,  who  were  lifelong  fanners  and  settled  in  this  county  when  but  Httle  of 
the  land  had  been  cleared.  Indeed,  where  Garrett  now  stands  was  practically 
an  untouched  wilderness  in  which  deer  and  other  wild  animals  roamed  an* 
disturbed.  The  land  which  Christian  Lont:^  nwncd  was  located  where  now 
stands  the  Ualtimorf  X'  Oliio  railr  ad  shops,  this  land  being  sntis^ht  by  the 
railway  company  whin  tiu-  suhjoci  nf  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  miiL-  \  cars. 

Perry  Long  was  reared  on  liie  home  farm,  where  he  rcniainiHl  until  at- 
taining his  majority,  having  performed  his  part  of  the  work  of 'tilling  the 
soil  and  harvesting  the  crops  and  in  the  meantime  secured  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  f  twenty-one  years  he  came  to 
Auburn  and  learned  the  tari>enter's  trade,  wliuli  he  has  made  his  life  work. 
For  about  eiirht  years  he  was  cmploved  as  a  ionnieyman  and  then  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Ora  J.  Brandon,  bnihlini'  ((.ntrattor.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Brandon  retired  from  the  partnerslnp  u>  go  into  the  lumber  bieiness, 
since  which  time  Mr.  Long  has  continued  the  business  alone.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  numbered  among  the  leading  contractors  of  DeKalb  county, 
and  many  of  the  best  residences  and  busines>  blocks  in  (his  section  have  been 
constructed  by  him.  His  work  has  always  been  cbaracteri/ed  by  thorough- 
ness in  every  detail  and  his  absolute  reliability  in  the  performance  of  his  con- 
tracts ha.s  gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  public.  Personally,  he  is  a 
man  of  splendid  qualities  and  genial  address  and  has  well  merited  the  high 
standing  whidi  he  enjoys  among  his  acquaintances. 

Politically,  Mr.  Long  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  1:11.. 
and  in  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council,  the  duties  of  wliich 

positinii  he  (li.schargtd  to  tlic  eiiliie  satisfaction  of  his  cimstitiicnt?.  His 
fraternal  at^liations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 

Mr.  Long  has  been  twice  married,  first  on  May  13.  1888.  to  Florence 
Dirrim,  daughter  of  William  Dirrim,  t«»  which  union  were  l>orn  three  chil- 
dren: Ruth  and  Vesta,  who  live  with  their  father,  and  lithel.  the  wife  of 
Orange  Wasson.  a  farmer  near  .Auburn,  to  which  union  ha\c  been  horn  two 
children.  Walter  and  Ruth.  Mrs.  Florence  Long  died  in  lyoo,  and  in  June, 
1902,  Mr.  Long  married  Rosa  Rupert,  of  Newville.    Her  parents  were 
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Manassa  Rupert  and  Mary  (Borden)  Rupert,  the  father  a  native  of  Ma- 
honing county,  Ohto»  and  the  mother  of  Allen  county,  Indiana.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Long  have  been  born  6ve  children,  immdy :  Perry  Waldo,  Rupert  D., 
Mozelle  Rosamond,  Marietta  Evangeline,  and  a  baby  not  yet  named. 


WARREN  McNABB. 

The  gentleman  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  Hlc  and  characteristics  the 
reader's  attention  is  herewith  directed  was  among  the  foremost  business  men 
of  DeKalb  county,  and  by  his  enterprise  and  progressive  methods  con- 
tributed in,a  material  way  to  the  industrial  and  commercial  advancement  of 

the  city  and  county.  He  was  in  the  course  of  an  honoralik  cnreer  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  tni»;ines«  enter|>rises  of  whicli  he  was  the  head,  and  is  well 
deserving  ot  mention  in  the  liiographical  !iieini  >irs  of  DeKall)  enuiity  Among 
tlie  prominent  citizens  of  DcKalh  county  who  have  been  well  known  because 
of  the  part  they  have  taken  in  public  affairs  was  he  whose  name  appears  at 
the  head  of  this  memoir,  and  who  until  recently  was  recorder  of  DeKalb 
county. 

Warren  M(  XabI)  is  a  native  of  DeKalb  county,  in  which  he  spent  his 
entire  life,  his  birth  ha\iii?  ornirrefl  there  on  July  26.  1857.  His  parents. 
David  and  Sophia  (  DunfeeJ  .Mc.\ai)b,  were  amotJg  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county.  David  was  a  i^tive  of  Center  cotmty,  Pemi^'lvania.  bom  December 
9,  1819,  and  was  a  son  of  John  ami  Mary  (Young)  McNabb,  also  a  native  of 
that  state,  the  father  being  of  Scotch  descent  and  the  mother  of  Swiss  and 
F.nglisli  ancestry.  \\  hen  llavid  McX.nbb  was  but  thirlecn  years  of  age  the 
family  moved  tf>  Ashland  county.  Ohio,  where  thev  rem.T'netl  imti!  1843, 
when  they  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  ami  entered  eighty  acres  ot  wild 
land  in  section  35.  FairtieUI  township.  There  he  built  a  cabin  home  in  wliich 
he  resided  for  twenty  years  and  then  sold  that  place  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  section  32.  When  he  first  came  to  Fairfield  township 
there  were  but  five  odier  families  there,  and  in  the  early  affairs  of  the  county 
he  took  a  prominent  anil  !k  uling  jiart.  The  land  was  covered  with  a  den«e 
forest,  not  a  "^tick  of  inniiri  !<,'!^mi^t  'H"en  cut  on  the  lan*l  which  he  str;ire<l 
ami  the  family  lived  wuh  a  ueighlMu.  .\lr.  I'owcll,  about  a  mile  diatuni,  until 
their  log  house  could  be  raised,  which  was  done  with  the  assistance  of  the: 
neighbors. 

On  October  18.  1842,  David  McNabb  married  Sophia  Dunfee.  the  daugh- 
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t«r  of  James  and  Sophia  (Hazlett)  Dunfee,  who  removed  from  Adams 

county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Ohio  in  1833.  To  David  and  Sophia  McXabb  were 
born  eight  childreii,  namely:  James.  Ge»>rgo,  John,  1-ranceha  (  Mrs.  Harris), 
Warren,  Ella  ulicd  at  the  age  of  live  years),  Martha  t.Mrs.  M,  Dellen- 
bach),  and  Frank. 

Warren  McNabb  wat»  reared  un  the  home  farm  and  his  education  was 
received  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
years  he  learned  the  trade  of  house  pamter  and  shortly  afterwards  secured  a 

position  in  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  sho])s  at  Garrett  as  foreman  of  the 
painters,  holding  the  position  from  Marcli,  tS8i.  until  1912.  In  the  fall  of 
the  latter  year  he  ua^  elected  to  the  posnii)ii  tt  county  recorder  after  an 
active  hut  clean  campaign,  and  discharged  tlK  tluiies  of  this  olticc  until  .\pril 
18,  1913,  when  he  died  after  a  brief  illness,  being  succeeded  in  the  office  by 
his  son-in-law,  Harvey  O.  Williams.  He  had  retained  his  residence  in  Gar- 
rett until  about  ten  days  before  his  death,  w  hen  he  move*!  1  \ubum.  He 
stooil  high  in  tlic  cfenciril  o'^tecm  of  mH  wlin  knew  him  and  his  death  wa^  vm- 
sidcred  a  disiim  t  l'iv>  tn  lin'  (  ■  •mnninity,  lor  he  had  always  st(X)d  for  the  best 
things  of  life  anti  had  ever  given  his  supiK>rt  to  all  movements  iiaving  for 
their  object  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  McNabb  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  I'ellow  s.  h.ning  been  the  first  person  initiated  in  the  Gar- 
rett lodge  of  that  order  after  its  insiili'ti  in.  the  event  taking  place  August 
29,  rBX^.  f'oHfirallv.  he  had  Ihtti  tor  niaiiv  vfars  a  |>n>mi?ient  supixirtcr  of 
and  worker  m  the  Democratic  party,  and  iiad  served  elticiently  as  a  mcmljer 
of  the  school  board  at  Garrett. 

Shortly  after  accepting  his  employment  at  Garrett.  Mr.  McNatjb  was 
married  to  iaura  McCague.  of  Elkhart,  Indiana,  who  was  bom  east  of 
Corunna,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  (ieotge  and  Jane  (  Har])er)  McCague. 
Both  p.arents  were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  mother  ha\  inq  lu  cn  fKirn  in  Wood 
county,  and  they  were  married  in  that  state,  coming  to  l)cKaih  county  in  an 
early  day  and  settling  near  Corunna.  They  had  been  precedetl  there  numy 
years  by  George  McCague's  parents,  who  settled  in  the  same  locality.  Mrs. 
McNal)b's  parents  moved  to  South  Bend  when  she  was  a  small  child,  and 
there  she  was  reared  until  her  tmrriagc,  (irst  meeting  Mr.  McXabb  while  on 
a  \  i«it  tn  Corunna.  To  Mr.  atui  Mrs.  McXalli  were  h>rn  four  children. 
naiiK'l\  Harry,  deceased:  Frank,  u  ho  resides  ni  tlie  west:  Maude,  llic  wile 
of  I.ee  Hunt,  of  Kendaliville;  and  Mdith,  the  wife  of  Harvey  O.  Williams, 
who  succeeded  his  father-iri-law  as  cotmty  recorder. 
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Of  Mr.  McNabb  it  may  be  said  that  his  wa9  a  positive  character,  and  he 
possessed  the  qualities  that  coinmand  attention  and  assure  success  in  any 
calling.  He  was  the  scion  of  <;{erlin5?  atirp«try  who  played  well  their  jjart?  in 
the  early  settlement  it  n<irtlHast  Indiana,  and  he  jmned  t'>  tie  a  wmtiiy  de- 
scendant of  his  forebears.  Throughout  an  active  and  interesting  career,  duty 
was  ever  his  motive  for  action  and  helpfuhiess  to  his  fdlow  men  not  by  any 
means  a  secondary  consideration.  Tlius  because  of  his  high  standing  and 
genuine  worth  he  is  eminmtly  entitled  to  rq>rcsentation  in  a  history  of  his 
county. 


JAMES  E.  POMEROY. 

hi  no  profession  is  there  a  career  more  oprn  to  tnlent  than  is  thru  f  f  the 
law,  anil  ui  u"  lield  of  enilrrnor  i«  there  cKmamlcil  a  more  ratei'nl  pre)>ara- 
tion,  a  iiiore  ihoKaigh  aiiprcciatti>n  ot  the  at)st)Uilc  ethics  of  hfe  or  of  the 
underlying  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  all  human  rij^ts  and  priv  ilcges« 
Unflagging  application  and  intuitive  wisdom  and  determination  fully  to 
utilir.«  tlie  nwans  at  hand,  arc  the  concomitants  which  insure  personal  suc- 
cess and  prestijic  in  this  great  profession,  which  stands  as  the  stern  oonserva^ 
tor  of  justice;  ami  it  is  one  into  which  none  should  enter  without  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  ol)stacles  to  he  encounlered  and  overcome  and  the  iKtttles  to  he 
won,  for  success  does  n(jt  perch  on  the  banner  of  every  one  who  enters  the 
conipetitjNe  fray,  Ixit  comes  only  as  the  legitimate  result  of  capability.  Pos- 
sessing all  the  requisite  qualities  of  the  able  lawyer*  James  £.  Fomeroy  statids 
today  among  the  eminent  practitioners  of  DeKalb  ojunty.  Indiana. 

James  K.  I'onieroy  was  horn  on  December  14.  1867,  at  Canal  Fulton, 
Stiirk  countv,  Ohio,  and  lie  is  the  son  of  Francis  M.  and  Mary  (Duley) 
Pomeroy.  i  lie  Pomeroy  family,  though  originally  of  Norman  hlcKKi,  was, 
during  a  thousand  years  in  the  British  Isles,  so  mixed  with  Scotch  and  Irish 
btood,  that  the  subject  may  legitimately  claim  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  The 
branches  of  the  family  in  England.  Ireland  and  America  are  descended  from 
Sir  Ralph  dc  Pomeroy,  who  was  an  aide-de-camp  under  William  the  Con- 
queror in  his  concincst  in  England.  In  1730  a  descendant  of  his,  Thomas 
Pf>nierov.  came  from  Livcr(K)ol  to  America  and  located  near  Cli;uiil)ersl)urp. 
Pennsylvania,  he  being  one  of  tite  hrst  two  while  families  to  locate  west  of 
the  Susquehanna  river.  His  second  son,  John,  was  a  noted  foe  of  the  Indians. 
About  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  war  Thomas  Pomcroy's  family  and 
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about  twenty  other  wttlers  |it  Cimniberafaiirg  were  massacred  by  Indians. 

Colonial  troops  were  raised,  of  which  John  Pomcroy  was  niade  colonel,  and 
under  his  leadership  they  pursued  and  punished  the  Indians  so  efTcctively 
that  he  was  ever  afterwards  called  Colonel  John  Pomerr>y,  the  Indiun  Killer. 
Subsequently  he  moved  to  Westmtjreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  where,  in 
1782,  he  became  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Westmoreland 
Coun^  Militia  and  was  in  acttial  service  on  the  frontier  of  that  county. 
Three  of  his  sons  moved,  in  1816,  to  near  Wooster,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  of 
whom  the  youngest,  Francis,  the  great-grandfather  (*f  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  settled  in  what  is  now  a  part  of  Stark  county.  Ohio,  and  there  his 
descendants  have  continued  t.  >  ri  -idt-  to  the  |>rc^cnt  time. 

James  E.  Pomcroy  received  ins  elenienlary  etiucation  in  tiie  [)ul)lic 
schools  of  his  home  town,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1884.  Im- 
mediately afterwards,  through  the  influence  of  James  Sterling,  one  of  the 
leading  attornc)  s  of  that  county,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  enter  the  latter's 
office  and  take  up  the  study  of  law.  AbiMit  tliat  time,  however,  he  was  tlirf>wn 
upon  his  own  resources  and,  by  force  of  circumstances,  be  cn<,'aged  in  teach- 
ing schf)ol  until  he  was  about  twenty-.seven  years  ol<l.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  continued  his  legal  studies  in  the  Northern  Indiana  L'niversity,  at  Val- 
paraiso, Indiana,  and  in  March,  1895,  he  realized  in  a  measure  his  ambition 
by  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  DeKalb  county  at  Auburn.  On  October  4, 
1904,  he  was  adnn'tted  to  practice  in  the  «ipreme  «Hirt  and  to  the  United 
States  district  cotirt  at  Indianapolis  in  1905.  Since  his  admission  to  the  bar 
^Tr.  I'omerov  has  remained  in  the  practice  <>{  his  profession  at  Aul)inn.  and 
has  built  up  a  large  ami  remunerative  clientele.  It  is  scarce  less  than  su- 
pererogation in  outlining  the  leading  facts  in  his  life  to  refer  to  him  as  a 
lawyer  in  tiie  ordinary  phraseolc^  which  meets  requirements  when  dealing 
with  the  avera,!.:e  member  of  the  legal  profession.  He  lias  l>een  indeed  much 
more  than  eminently  successful  in  his  legal  career,  for  he  has  l;eeonie  a  master 
in  his  profession  and  a  lenflcr  amoni;  mei;  distinfjiiished  for  the  hit;h  order  of 
their  legal  ability.  As  a  niemlier  of  the  l>ar  Mr.  Pomeroy  has  faithfully  and 
honestly  discharged  his  duty.  He  has  always  counseled  and  maintained  such 
actions  and  defenses  only  as  have  appeared  to  him  to  be  just,  and  he  has 
never  been  known  to  reject  from  any  consideration  personal  to  himself  the 
cause  of  the  defenseless  or  depressed.  He  has  never  .sought  to  employ  means 
other  than  mch  as  have  heen  entirely  consistent  with  truth,  and  has  never 
RfKight  to  mislead  the  court  or  jurv  hv  any  artifice  or  false  statement  of  fact 
or  law,  but  has  adhered  so  closely  to  the  established  Cfxle  of  ethics  that  he  has 
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merited  the  confidence  which  is  placed  in  him  by  his  fellow  members  of  the 
bar.    Mr.  Puineroy  has  Ijeen  connected  with  most  of  the  really  important 

cases  which  have  Ikcii  trie?!  in  t!ie  DeKalh  court  since  entering  practice  and 
has  heen  notably  successtnl  in  iiis  efforts.  One  of  the  mrKt  noted  oi  these 
cases  was  tluit  of  (irover  Enslcy,  who  was  accused  or  nuirderiug  his  wi/e's 
paramour  and  who  was  defended  hy  Mr.  Pomcroy.  The  evidence  at  the 
coroner's  incinest  showed  that  the  defendant  had  taken  both  a  revolver  and  a 
shotgun  into  a  next-door  neighbor's  house  and  there  watched  for  his  wife  and 
her  illicit  visitor,  and  that  when  he  saw  them  leavinjj  tin  lion^^e  to  go  to 
Fort  Wayne  he  rushed  out  :incl  sIki  the  man.  The  wife  sided  against  her 
hushand.  It  took  a  week  lo  ir\  tlie  case,  the  tleicn.sc  beins^  handled  with 
masterly  skill  l)y  Wr.  Fonjcroy.  The  defcn.«i-  chiinied  tlial  the  shooting  was 
an  atxidcnt  caused  by  Ensley  stepping  into  a  hole;  that  he  had  the  gun  to 
scare  the  decedent  and  hold  him  until  he  could  bring  about  his  arrest.  It  was 
a  dramatic  scene  when  the  defendant,  who  was  proved  to  be  a  dihgent,  law- 
abiding  citizen,  and  a  kind  and  faithful  husl)and,  took  the  stand  in  his  own 
behalf,  Hi<  ItKtks  and  deinenannr  <hrnved  that  he  was  a  had  man.  He 
had  been  advised  in-  Mr.  F'oineroy  to  say  no  unkind  wt)rd  of  his  wife,  and  he 
did  not.  The  defendant  had  stamrnered  badly  all  hts  life,  and  did  so  on  the 
stand.  For  eighteen  hours  he  was  on  the  witness  stand  and'  the  story  de- 
yekfwd  many  touching  details  of  sincere  devotion  and  heart  yearning,  and 
the  final  tragedy,  that  moved  to  tears  the  jury  anc!  nn  st  of  the  spectators* 
some  of  thetn  weeping  aloud.  Mr.  Pomeroy's  handliiii^  ihe  m*e  was  ma<i- 
terly  in  every  way  and  showe<l  tint  he  liad  given  l«>  (he  tU-tetise  much  itioiight 
and  study.  He  seemed  to  liaxe  every  sectitm  of  the  law  bearing  on  the  case 
at  his  finger's  ends.  During  his  argument  to  the  jury  he  won  the  admiration 
of  all  by  the  able  manner  in  which  he  presented  his  side  of  the  case,  and  the 
result  enrolled  him  ;im  >nrr  tlic  foremost  crimaial  lawyers  of  the  country. 
Within  ten  minutes  after  the  jury  retired  they  were  pr;ictically  ready  for  a 
verdict  of  acquittal,  and  when  their  verdict  wa*  announced  n  ^mt  cheer 
swept  over  the  court  room  and  was  taken  up  hy  the  waiting  crow<i  outside. 
No  such  scene  was  e\  er  before  enacted  in  DeKalb  coimty  and  when  the  jury 
was  excused,  the  throng,  including  the  jurymen,  crowded  aroimd  the  de> 
fendant  and  Mr.  Pomcn»y.  showering  them  with  congratulations  for  the  gal- 
lant fight  they  had  m:ide  in  a  case  that  at  first  lo<*ed  hopeless,  but  now 
looked  as  if  it  was  settle!  in  tin-  <.nlv  itist  rird  ri'j^ht  wav. 

On  SeyttemWr  i,  r8<)5.  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  married  to  l-.lla  Rnnge.  who 
was  t)orn  and  reared  in  Wilmington  tovvn.ship.  near  Butler,  the  daughter  of 
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Fred  liunge  and  wife.  Fred  Bunge  came  irnni  Germany  to  the  United 
States  in  1854  and  located  near  Aubuni,  where  he  and  his  famiiy  lived  for 
many  years.  For  the  past  thirty  years  they  have  lived  on  a  farm  one  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  Butler.  Mrs.  Fonuroy's  motlu  i .  whose  maiden  name  was 

Shoup,  was  bt>in  n\  Canton,  Ohio.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  rmneroy  have  no  chihhen 
of  their  own,  hut  have  adopted  a  I)oy,  Blaine  Lamar,  imw  two  vear«  old. 
He  is  a  son  oi  Jes.sc  O.  and  Lula  (Balliet)  Hilkey,  a  highly  respected  family. 
The  lad's  mother  died  when  he  was  only  ten  days  old,  and  he  was  adopted 
by  his  foster  parents  when  he  was  nineteen  days  old.  Mr.  Fomeroy  has  a 
beautiful  and  attractive  home  at  Van  Buren  and  Fourth  streets.  Auburn.  He 
finds  recreation  and  pleasure  in  t1u  cultivation  of  flowers  and  plants  and  he 
has  beautified  his  home  by  his  artistic  arrangement  of  the  plants  and  >lirub- 
berv.  Pcrson.tlly,  Mr.  Pomeroy  is  a  man  of  £feni:il  and  kinflly  impul'-es  and 
gives  his  svmpalliy  and  supixjrt  to  all  worthy  causes.  In  llie  civic  lite  of  his 
community  he  is  an  important  factor  and  is  numbered  among  the  men  of 
progress  and  enterprise.  Because  of  his  eminent  ability,  professional  success 
and  high  personal  (jualities,  he  enjoys  a  wide  popularity  in  the  county  which  is^ 
honored  by  his  citizenship. 


HARVEY  O.  WILUAMS- 

The  ottice  ot  l>jography  is  not  lo  give  voice  to  a  man's  nKxlest  cstmtate 
of  himself  and  his  accom|dishments.  but  rather  to  leave  upon  the  record  the 
verdict  establishing  his  character  by  the  consensus  of  opinicm  on  the  part  of 

his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  In  touching  upon  the  life  history  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  the  writer  aims  to  avoid  fulsome  encomium  and  e.\tra- 

vag^ant  praise;  yet  he  (!i.--;ircs  tr,  hold  up  fi>r  ron'^itlcrntJon  those  facts  which 
have  sliown  the  distinclioii  oi  a  true,  u^cliil  anil  honorable  life — a  life  charac- 
terized by  perseverance,  energy,  broad  charity  and  well  detineil  puriwse.  To 
do  this  will  be  but  to  reiterate  the  dictum  pronounced  upon  the  man  by  the 
people  who  have  known  him  long  and  wdl. 

Harvey  O.  Williams  was  liorn  on  May  12,  rS'<)n,  dn  father's  farm 
one  mile  west  of  .\iihi:rn,  and  is  the  -^on  rvf  jdini  and  .Mat\  1  Kincliolil) 
William*^.  The  father  was  born  at  Millcrslnirg.  Ohio,  and  when  about  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  came  to  DeKalb  county,  indiaru,  with  his  parents,  Cyrus 
and  Amanda  Williams.  The  fatnily  first  kxated  near  Corunna,  but  subse- 
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qaently  the  ^irenis  located  ne^r  Huntertown,  AUcn  oofinty,  Indj^n^f  where 

they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  John  Williatns  was  reared  to  the 
Ufe  of  a  farmer,  which  \ocation  lie  followed  as  a  day  laborer  up  to  the  time 
of  his  marriage  in  i<^7<>,  uhcn  lie  went  to  farming  for  himself  jii^t  east  of 
Auburn  on  the  Ashciman  farm.  Alwut  seven  \ears  later  he  was  enablcil  lu 
buy  a  farai  of  his  own  a  mile  west  of  Auburn,  where  he  Uve4  until  1897, 
when  he  disposed  of  that  place  and  boug^ht  another  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres  located  about  eight  miles  south  of  Auburn,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  has  all  his  life  lx?cn  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  served  a-  a  meml>er  of  the  county  coinn  il  n1  out  six  vears.  In  190J  he 
niade  a  close  race  for  the  orticc  of  sherillf.  He  has  lung  i>cen  numbered  among 
the  leading  men  of  his  community. 

Harvey  O.  Williams  was  reared  on  the  |>arental  farmstead  and  attended 
the  Auburn  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  scho(;l  in  1910.  His 
first  em])Ioyment  after  leaving  school  was  in  the  t;rfice  of  the  master  me- 
chanic f!f  tlie  llalliniore  iV  Ohio  Railroa<l  --hiiii>  at  (iarrett.  Indiana,  where 
he  rcmamed  until  .\pril.  1913,  when  his  lather-in-law.  W  arren  McN'abb. 
county  recorder,  tlied,  when  by  the  lattcr  s  reiiucsi,  Mr.  Williams  was  ap 
pointed  to  succeed  him  in  this  official  position,  and  he  lias  since  served  as 
recorder,  the  appointment  being  made  on  the  i8th  of  April.  At  the  time  of 
his  appointment  he  was  but  twent\--two  years  of  age.  and  is  believed  to  be  the 
youngest  comity  official  in  Indiana.  Thonirh  young  in  years,  ho  is  dis- 
charguig  the  dniies  of  his  office  in  as  etiicienl  a  manner  as  could  be  desired, 
and  has  earned  the  sincere  regard  of  all  who  have  dealings  w  ith  him  and  w  ith 
the  office. 

On  June  18, 1912,  Harvey  O.  Williams  was  married  to  Edith  J.  McNabb. 

of  Garrett.  Indiana,  the  daughter  of  Warren  McNabb.  wha'te  sketch  ap|x*ars 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Pnlitirallv.  Mr  Wininm'!  is  a  sii]>])<»rfer  f>f  the 
DeniDcratic  |>arty,  and  iraternally  is  a  member  ot'  the  liidependeiit  <  Jrder  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  with  his  wife,  belongs  t<>  the  Daughters  of  Keiiekali.  They 
are  also  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  they  take  an 
active  interest  and  to  the  support  of  whkh  they  contribute  liberally  of  their 
means.  Socially,  Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Kappa  Greek 
letter  fraternity 

Mr.  William^  has  rcalt/rd  early  that  there  i-^  a  yniriK^sf  in  life  and  that 
there  is  no  honor  not  foundeii  on  worth,  and  no  respect  not  l>ase<l  on  accom- 
plishment. He  has  started  right  and  his  many  friends  predict  for  him  a  very 
successful  career. 
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F.ach  calling  or  hnstticss,  if  honorable,  has  its  plaro  in  htfman  existence, 
constituting  a  part  nf  ilu-  plan  whereby  life's  nietlmils  art  ]>u^^lK■^l  and  man 
reaches  hia  ultnnate  tlesiin) .  Emerson  said  that  'All  are  needed  hy  each  one." 
And  that  is  as  true  in  one  avenue  of  life's  activities  as  in  anotticf.  However^ 
the  importance  of  a  business  or  profession  is  in  a  very  large  measure  deter- 
mined by  its  beneficence  or  usefulness.  So  depentlent  is  man  ujjon  Iiis  fellow 
men  iliiil  the  worth  of  each  indivitlnal  is  lai  l^lI)  nckoiKfl  by  what  he  has  done 
for  luinianity.  There  is  no  chr«  to  whom  greater  s^'ratitude  is  due  from  the 
world  at  large  than  to  those  seit-sacrificing,  sympathetic,  noble-mindetl  men 
whose  life  work  has  been  the  alleviation  of  suffering  that  rests  on  humanity, 
thus  lengthening  the  span  of  human  existence.  There  is  no  known  standard 
by  which  their  beneficent  inBuencc  can  be  measured :  their  helpfulness  is  as 
broad  as  the  universe  and  their  power  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  wonderful 
laws  of  nature  that  mine  frnm  the  '.ery  source  of  life  itself. 

Adam  M.  Oswail  was  Imrn  June  30.  1870,  at  i'inee  Rivers.  Michigan, 
and  is  the  son  of  .\dam  and  Anna  (Detwiler)  Oswalt.  At  the  age  of  live 
years  the  subject  was  deprived  by  death  of  a  mother's  iove  and  care,  and  he 
then  went  to  live  in  the  home  of  Giarles  Shelhart,  who  reared  him  to  man- 
hood. Soon  after  becoming  a  member  rif  thi-;  household  the  family  moved  to 
a  farm  at  Sherw'o«-Kl,  .Michigan,  where  Mr.  ()swa!t  '^pent  his  lM>yhoo<l  days, 
'senirinc;'  education  in  the  coiniMMH  -ehoulN  there,  Mi])plementing  this  by 
aUetulance  al  liie  Tri-Slate  Collegt*  al  Angola,  Indiana,  whtre  he  received  his 
diploma.  The  two  following  years  were  spent  in  farm  labor  at  the  home  of 
his  foster  father.  In  1R97  Mr.  Oswalt  engaged  in  general  merchandising  at 
Ra>  .  Indiana,  which  he  carrietl  on  successfully  for  five  years,  relinquishing 
that  line  of  effort  at  the  end  of  (hat  [leriod.  however,  in  order  to  take  uj)  the 
study  of  ostCiijiathv  which  he  had  determined  tn  rrake  hi-;  life  work.  To 
this  end  lie  entered  the  .\merican  Scho«)l  of  ( )steopatiiy  at  Kirksvillc.  .Mis- 
souri. He  graduated  on  January  25.  1905.  He  immediately  engaged  in  the 
practKe  of  the  profession  at  South  Bend.  Indiana,  but  one  year  later  came  to 
.\ubum,  where  he  has  since  been  located,  and  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
here  he  has  been  markedly  successful.  The  science  of  osteo}>athy  is  compara- 
tively new.  Inif  becau'-e  of  il:e  notable  success  which  has  accompani«'d  its 
practice,  it  has  gained  many  adlicrcnts,  and  its  practitioners  have  gamed  an 
enviable  standing  in  the  |)rofession.    Dr.  Oswalt  has  applied  him.self  closely 
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to  his  profession  and  has  gained  the  coniidcnce  an«l  regard  of  .ill  wilh  whom 
he  has  conic  in  contact  hecanse  of  his  professional  ability  and  personal  worth. 

In  1897  Dr.  Oswalt  was  marritd  to  Jessie  Marie  McNaughton.  of  Ray, 
Indiana,  the  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Fidelia  (Lewis)  McNaughton.  Dr. 

and  Mrs.  Oswalt  arc  members  of  the  Presh\  terian  church  at  Auburn,  which 

they  r^ttcinl  rc;::;u!arly.  and  to  which  they  rontrilnitc  lil  crnHy  of  their  mear« 
The\  move  in  ilie  l>est  social  circles  of  the  coninnmity  ami  enjoy  the  loyal 
friendship  of  all  who  know  thcni. 


JAiMES  BOWMAN. 

In  the  person  of  this  venerable  pioneer  fanner,  now  deceased.  %ve  have  a 
sample  of  a  worthy  race  of  people  u*  whom  the  country  is  largely  indebted 

for  its  development  and  progres>.  He  wa<  not  n  '^hnwy  man.  «^itniilv  a  plain, 
industrious  tiller  of  the  soil,  who  worked  liard  t(*  i^'ct  a  '^tart  in  thr  wnild. 
provided  well  for  hi.s  family,  did  his  duty  to  his  fellow  men  ati<l  made  a  good 
neighbor  and  citizen.  To  snch  as  he  Indiana  owes  much.  Here  and  there, 
scattered  over  the  state  in  every  county,  on  well-tilled  acres,  they  toiled  and 
worked,  cleared,  snihbed  and  ditched,  fought  the  forces  of  nature  in  the 
way  of  swamps  and  dense  forests,  gradually  making  headway  until  in  time 
^^e  ^ee  tin-  l>eautiful  and  liiLrhly  cultivated  fanu^i  a<  the  ro'-iilt  of  their  arduous 
iabur.^.  .Such  were  the  pioneer  farmers.  TIkv  <Iui  not  ligure  in  public  life. 
Their  names  were  .seldom  mentioned  in  the  |)apers.  they  lived  quiet  and  un- 
pretentious lives,  but  it  was  their  work  and  their  self-sacrifice  that  was  grad- 
ually building  up  the  state,  adding  to  its  wealth  and  beauty,'  until  it  became 
one  of  the  tlnesi  agricultural  regions  in  the  world.  Mr.  Bowmati  was  a 
public-spirited  man  in  .ill  that  term  ini]i!!Cf|.  was  ever  interested  in  enterprises 
tending  to  promote  the  general  w  i  l  fan'  ninl  wnlilulii  hl^  sup|K)rt  Irom  no 
movement  for  the  good  of  the  iocaluy  .mi  long  iioiiorcd  by  his  residence.  His 
personal  relations  with  his  fellow  men  were  ever  mutually  pleasant  and 
agreeable,  and  he  was  highly  regarded  by  all,  having  been  easily  approached, 
obliging  and  straight fi^r ward  in  all  the  relations  of  life 

James  Bowm.an.  who  during  his  life  was  one  of  the  Ik-n!  known  citixens 
of  WaterKx)  and  \irintfv  and  an  hnnf>red  pioneer  of  h'ranklin  township. 
DcKalb  ctiunty,  Indiana,  was  horn  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  on  March 
II,  1815,  .and  his  death  occurretl  at  his  home  in  Waterloo  on  July  7.  1900.  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years.   He  came  of  a  long  line  of  sterling 
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ancestors,  tlio  first  nit-mher'-  i>f  the  Bowman  fainilv  hnv  ins^  come  to  Ihis  coun- 
try fmni  III 'Hand.  I'heir  remains  now  lie  huritil  nrat  All)any.  Xew  Wnrk. 
To  tliem  was  born  a  son,  Peter,  whose  wife's  Christian  name  was  Mary,  and 
tiiqr  lie  baried  in  Belle  Isle  cemetery  at  Van  Buren.  New  York.  Peter  and 
Mary  Bowman  had  four  children,  three  datig^hters  and  a  son,  the  latter 
named  John,  ha\'ing  l)een  born  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  on  Ajiril  15,  1789. 
When  he  was  hut  tive  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Xew  ^'ork  state  and 
there  he  n>arricd  Malihla  Minner.  who  was  horn  on  Se|)teml»er  <).  ^7^7.  in 
Connecticut.  They  became  tlie  parents  of  twelve  children,  all  ot  wliom  grew 
to  maturity.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1854  and  the  father  subse- 
quently married  his  first  wife's  sister,  Sallie.  His  death  occurred  in  i8()9. 
The  fonrtli  of  the  children  in  order  of  birth  was  James,  the  immediate  sub* 
ject  of  this  sketch. 

James  Bowman  \v?ts  reared  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in  N'ew  York 
and  received  hi>  ociucation  in  the  crmimon  schools.  Shortly  attci  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  1839.  he  and  his  wife  started  west  via  the  i-ake 
Erie  Canal  and  Lake  Erie  to  Toledo,  from  whence  they  drove  overland  with 
ox  team  to  Franklin  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  he-  entered  a 
secti<m  of  government  land  and  erected  a  Inj^  cabin.  Here  he  hejjan  the  strug- 
gle  comPT>n  tn  ilu'  |Hi>nccr  -;ertier<  of  the  frontier  we^t.  anfi  in  the  creation  of 
a  home  and  the  cieariiij;  and  improvement  i>f  tlir  farm  lie  ren  u  ed  the  able  co- 
operation and  a.ssist.ince  of  his  wife.  The  tarni  v\  hu  h  was  thus  located  and  ini- 
pruved  has  been  since  owned  and  occupied  ))y  his  grandson.  James  Hodges,  and 
mother,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Sinclair.  In  the  spring  of  1851  Mr.  Bowman  moved  to  what 
is  now  the  northeast  edue  .  f  Waterloo,  where  he  !  nilt  a  home  and  also  erected 
a  saw  mill.  At  that  time  heavy  timfxr  covered  the  greater  part  of  the  land 
now  the  site  of  Waterloo  ant!  much  of  thi-  timber  was  worked  up  in  the  mill 
owned  by  Mr.  Bowman.  He  uas  a  success lul  man  in  everything  to  whicli  he 
addressed  himself  ami  as  he  prospered  (inancially  he  contributed  to  the  growth 
and  development  of  the  community  in  every  way  possible,  giving  liberally  of 
his  means  to  the  erection  of  chnrches,  school  houses,  and  in  other  ways  con- 
tributing to  the  welfare  of  the  citizens.  For  nearly  twenty-nine  years  during 
his  later  life  he  was  disabled  by  paralysis  to  -itirli  ,111  extent  as  to  Ik?  confined 
to  a  chair.  However,  (hiring  these  nearly  tliree  <lec;ules  he  was  always 
patient  ami  ciieerful  and  to  the  last  maintaine<l  a  deep  interest  in  everything 
about  him.  His  mind  was  as  bright  in  his  last  years  as  at  any  period  in  his 
life,  and  he  always  managed  his  own  business  affairs.  He  was  made  of 
those  sterling  (|nalities  out  of  which  the  frontier  setters  of  the  middle  West 
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were  made  and  to  liini  is  due  iht*  graiilude  <>f  ijresviit  generations  for  wliat 
he  did  in  the  w»y  of  ojKiiing  tip  and  clearitig  the  way  for  the  later  splendid 
civilization  which  has  characterised  this  section  of  the  state. 

On  September  26,  1859,  in  Onondaga  county.  New  York,  James  Bow- 
man married  Rebecca  Jane  Bort.  who  w  as  horn  probably  in  Onondaga  county, 
the  daiif^hter  (if  Christian  and  Susan  ( Ouarkcn1ui>!i )  Hort.  To  tlieir  union 
were  bom  eiglit  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  iuinf^.  namely:  Mrs.  A  J. 
Sinclair,  Mrs.  James  I'.  McCague,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Montavon,  Charles  and  l-rank, 
all  of  whom  are  living  in  Waterloo. 


JAMES  V.  W.  McCLELLAN. 

.\nK»ng  the  citizens  of  Auburn,  DeKalb  county,  who,  through  theit  own 
persistent  nnfl  well  directed  effort-;.  Iiavo  achieved  a  !.:nUifyinjT  measure  of 
success  in  their  v<xation.  is  the  gentleman  v,  In  i>c  name  aiipear-  at  the  liead 
of  this  sketch.  With  little  outside  as-'istaiice,  he  has  steadily  iorged  to  the 
front,  overcoming  obstacles  and  unfavorable  circnnistances,  until  today  he  is 
nnnibered  among  the  successful  men  of  his  community. 

James  ^".  \\.  McClellan.  a  well  kmiwn  citizen  of  .\ubum,  was  lx)rn 
two  and  onediall  miles  south  of  (his  city  on  X.-Minl  rr  1X55.  and  1-  tlie 
sou  of  James  .McClellan,  Jr..  and  Mary  Jane  (  Siimuiers)  .McClellan.  James 
.McClellan.  Jr..  was  Immu  on  (klolH.'r  J3.  u^Jfi,  in  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  and 
was  a  son  of  James,  Sr.,  and  Elizalieth  (Knaiip)  McClellan.  the  former 
having  been  bom  011  Noveinlier  10.  1793,  at  McKee<«p<>rt.  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania  He  was  a  .m»u  nf  John  .McClellan,  who.  it  is  believed^ 
came  from  Ireland.  It  is  said  the  Mc(."lellati  family  was  of  .Scotch  ancestry 
and  is  descended  from  a  Sef)tch  chieftain  named  Clell.  who  reigned  over 
highland  territory  in  Scotland.  Tradition  has  it  that  C"lell  lived  there  many 
centuries  ago  and  his  domain  was  called  Cleirs  land,  shortened  to  Clelland. 
"Mc"  means  **son  of."  The  families  in  the  United  States  hearing  the  names 
of  MacLellan,  McLcllon,  McClellan  and  McClellaiul  doubtless  s()ra!ig  from 
this  original  stock  from  the  smithwesteru  p.trt  ot  .Scotland.  Dnrintc  the 
religions  wars  of  lO^o  nianv  families  of  the  nanu-  moved  from  .Scotland  to 
Ireland,  later  coming  from  Inland  lo  America  shortly  hel'i^re  the  American 
Revolutionary  war.  settling  in  Nuva  Scotia.  Canada  and  the  Xew  Ktigland 
states,  Xew  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Korth  and  South  Carolina.  -They  were 
usually  Presbyterians  in  their  religious  belief.   James  McClellan.  Sr.,  had 
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two  sisters  and  four  brothers,  of  whom  Robert  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of 
i8r2,  another  brother,  Joscpli,  being  a  private  in  the  snmc  war  The  other 
Ijruthers  were  Wilham  and  John.  These  brothers  were  all  i'rcsbylei iai)^  in 
then  religious  belief.  About  1812  James  ,\icClellaii,  Sr.,  settled  in  W  ayne 
cbutity,  Ohio,  whei«  he  remained  imtil  i^o,  when  he  caine  west,  settling 
in  Hamfcihgtbn  county,  Indiana,  and  in  1866  came  to  DeKalb  county.  On 
June  I,  1815,  he  married  EHzabelli  Knapp,  who  was  bom  June  28,  1797,  and 
died  on  November  28.  1 84^1,  being  buried  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  James 
McClellan,  Sr.,  died  May  17,  1B75,  and  is  btiricd  in  Auburn.  James  Mc- 
Clellan,  Jr.,  was  reared  on  the  paternal  homestead  in  Ohio,  and  on  May  1 1 , 
1854,  married  Mary  J.  Summers,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Summers,  who  came  from  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  DeKalb  county 
in  1847  and  settled  <»ie  niile  east  of  Aubbrn,  whefe  tH«y  entered  land  and 
deared  a  farm  and  remained  all  Uieir  lives. 

James  Y.  VV.  McClellan  wa?;  reared  on  the  honu  fnrtn  and  received  his 
ethicational  training  first  in  the  public  scliools  of  .\uburn,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  in  1879.  He  then  entered  tlac  literary  department  01  the 
tJniversity  of  Michi^n  at  Ann  Arbor,  but,  after  two  years'  study  there, 
his  health  failed  and  he  was  compelled  to  return  home.  The  next  twenty 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  in  which  he 
was  eminently  successful,  both  financially  and  in  the  cnmpfete  restoration  n{ 
his  health.  In  1898  Mr,  ^^cCle!lan  moved  to  Fort  Wayne,  where  for  a  year 
he  ran  a  feed  store,  but  then  moved  back  to  Auburn  and  iias  resided  here 
since,  most  of  the  time  being  engaged  as  a  real  estate  broker  and  dealer  in 
fertilizer.  He  lias  been  very  successful  in  everything  to  which  he  has  turned 
his  hand  and  enjoys  a  wide  reputation  through  this  section  of  the  state  as  a 
man  of  pood  busines-^  ability,  sotnid  judgment  and  \\i«c  discretion  in  all  of 
his  atl'airs.  liccause  oi  his  courtesy  and  ah'^olute  iniet^rity  lie  has  comTranded 
the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealt  and  no  more  jxtpular  man  is 
numbered  among  Auburn's  business  men.  Politically  Mr.  McQellan  is  an 
ardent  advocate  of  the  Democratic  party  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  bceh 
activt  in  its  councils,  having  been  a  member  of  the  county  central  committee 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  been  recogtiized  in  the  way  of  public  prefer- 
ment a  number  of  times,  having  been  a  member  of  the  c<nmty  council  and 
several  times  appointed  drainage  commissioner.  In  1903  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Auburn  and  his  administration  was  one  of  most  successful 
this  city  has  ever  had.  During  his  term  of  oltice  a  gas  plant  was  built,  an 
(58) 
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intcrurhan  line  was  constnicttfl  through  Auburn  and  great  progress  was  made 
in  the  paving  of  streets  and  in  making  other  pnhHc  irniirovements  Fra- 
ternally, Mr.  McOellan  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

On  November  4,  1913,  Mr,  McCIelhm  w'as  elected  mayor  of  Auburn 
for  four  years  l)y  one  of  the  biggest  majorities  Auburn  ever  gave  a  candidate. 

Tn  1885  ^tr.  McClellan  married  Itimie  Barton,  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Ehsha  and  Sevilla  (VVeirman)  Barton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClel- 
lan move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  Auburn  and  arc  ]K>puIar  among  their 
acquaintances. 


JOSEPH  E.  SHOW  ALTER,  M.  D. 

To  be  anything  but  mediocre  in  any  professitm  requires  not  only  a  happy 
combination  of  natural  faculties,  but  also  a  strong  personality,  a  blending  of 
courtesy  and  affabilit\ .  and  certain  business  qualifications  that  no  discourage- 

nietU-^  <;in  f»vfrconic.  The  wvU  kimwn  pliv-iciat)  uliose  natne  fonn<  flic  cap- 
lioii  t<i  tlu>  article  and  uli<>>c  iianie  has  ioni;  been  a  household  word  ui  this 
county  seems  to  possess  these  traits,  for  he  has  climlx^d,  step  by  step,  from  a 
modest  beginning  to  a  position  of  prominence  in  his  community,  being  now 
nnmliered  aniong  the  lea<ltng  representatives  of  the  medical  profession  tn  De- 
Kalb  county. 

Jose])h  I"  SImw alter,  of  Waterloo,  wn^  born  near  Iluntinf^on,  Indiana, 
on  liie  18th  day  oi  January.  lHr>3,  and  is  a  son  of  Levi  and  Clarinda  A. 
(Shilling)  Showalter.  The  Sho waiters  in  America  are  descended  from  good 
old  German  stock,  the  emigrant  ancestor  having  come  to  America  about  two 
hundred  years  ago.  setth'ng  in  New  Jersey,  and  from  his  eight  sons  have 
come  the  many  representatives  of  this  family  now  scattered  over  the  United 
States.  The  subject's  |>ateni:d  !.,'r;uid father  was  Joseph  Showalter.  who  was 
a  prospcrou':  citizen  nf  \\  aym-  county,  Ohtn.  w'here  he  owned  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  besides  which  he  gave  eighty  acres  in  Indiana  to  each  of  his 
children.  His  son,  Levi,  was  bom  in  Wayne  county  in  1838,  living  there 
until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  The  eighty  acres  which  he  received 
from  his  father  were  Ux-ated  in  Himtington  county.  Indiana,  and  thither  he 
proceeded  in  iSCjO.  On  the  way  he  stopped  in  Concord  township,  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Oarinda  Shilling. 
Their  acquaintance  ripened  into  love  and  some  time  after  he  had  established 
himself  in  his  new  home,  he  returned  to  Concord  township  and  married  her. 
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She  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1841.  aiul  w  as  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
E.  and  Catherine  (  Hornberger  j  Shilling.  1  hey  eanie  in  Indiana  in  1846, 
driving  through  and  locating  in  the  woods  in  Ct»ncord  township,  where  the 
parents  lived  until  late  in  Hfe,  when  they  moved  to  Auburn.  In  1876  Levi 
Showalter  bought  the  old  Shitling  farm,  in  Concord  township,  and  there  made 
his  home  for  about  twenty  years,  when  he  moved  to  Waterloo,  where  his 
remaining  years  were  spent,  his  death  occurring  in  1908;  his  widow  still  lives 
in  Waterloo.  They  were  the  jmrents  of  twelve  children.  <»f  wlioni  fonr  died 
in  infancy.  I'ho.se  living  are  a.s  i<'lUiu  >;  Joseph  the  iumicdiaie  >uhjecl  of 
this  sketch;  Mary,  the  wife  of  l-"rank  I'arkcr.  of  Angola.  Indiana:  Cora,  the 
wife  of  John  A.  Frtedenberger,  of  Pontiac.  Michigan:  Jennie,  who  lives  in 
Waterloo^  is  the  widow  of  the  kite  Daniel  Koraliaitgh;  Hortense  is  the  wife 
of  William  K.  \nga\U,  of  Salem.  Oregon;  Myrtle,  who  is  unmarried,  lives  in 
Waterloo;  William  A.,  of  Salem,  Oregon:  Hc^sir.  n\  \\';iterli h unmarried. 

Joseph  E.  Showalter  was  reared  nn  the  ]>att m.il  farm  in  C  (>tic<»rd  town- 
ship, receiving  his  elementary  education  m  the  common  schools,  an<l  after- 
wards attending  the  Tri^State  Normal  Sch<x>l  at  Angola.  He  then  engaged 
in  teaching  school  for  three  years,  when,  having  decided  to  take  up  the  prac> 
tice  of  medicine,  he  matriculated  in  the  medical  de])artnient  «)f  WOoster  Uni- 
versity, at  Cleveland,  where  he  was  graduated  in  if<03.  with  the  degree  of 
Dwtor  of  Medicine  A  few  months  later  he  came  to  W'alerlnu  and  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  Ins  prot'e.ssion.  in  which  he  has  lieen  engaged  prac- 
tically ever  since.  Natural  aptitude,  thorough  professional  training  and  an 
ardent  love  for  his  work  have  combined  to  render  him  signally  successful  and 
among  his  professional  brethren  in  this  county  he  is  held  in  high  regard.  He 
has  lieen  successful  financially  and  is  the  owner  of  a  tine  farnt  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  acres,  two  mile-^  -■fnith  of  ^^■aterloo.  which  is  well  improved 
and  on  which  the  Doctor  has  recently  erected  a  hne  large  harn.  up-to-date  in 
every  particular. 

In  1893  I^octor  Showalter  was  married  to  Olive  Moor,  of  Concord  town- 
ships DeKalb  county,  the  datighter  of  Noah  and  Josephine  (Nelson)  Moor. 

Her  paternal  grandfather,  William  Moor,  came  from  .Ashland  county,  Ohio, 
in  a  very  early  day.  the  Xelsons  al.so  coming  from  the  same  locality  To 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Showaher  have  been  horn  four  sons,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  namely :    Edward  Umce,  John  Paul  and  Eugene  D. 

PoUticalty.  Doctor  Showalter  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Socialist 
party,  but  in  local  elections  he  supports  the  men  and  nneasures  whidi  seem  to 
htm  best  for  the  public  welfare.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
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Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  other  fraternal  orders.  Quiet  and 

tinassimiiiig  in  disposition,  Doctor  Sliowalter  is,  nevertheless,  a  man  of  force- 
ful personality  and  positive  character  and  among  his  fellow  citizens  he  is  held 
in  the  highest  regard. 


DR.  SIMEON  UNDERWOOD  TARNEY. 

F..icli  callintj  or  business,  if  honorable,  has  its  place  in  human  existence, 
constituting  a  part  oi  the  plan  whereby  life's  methods  are  pursued  and  man 
reaches  his  ultimate  destiny.  Emerson  said  that  "All  are  needed  by  each 
die."  And  that  is  as  true  in  one  avenue  of  life's  activities  as  in  another. 
However,  the  importance  of  a  hitsiness  or  profession  is  in  a  very  large  tnea- 
stirc  determined  by  tl>  Itcnt  flrenre  or  usefulness  So  dc] undent  is  mnn  upon 
his  fellow  men  that  the  worth  of  cacli  individual  i--  larLrcIy  reckoned  Iiy  what 
he  iias  done  for  humanity.  Tliere  is  no  class  to  whom  greater  gratitude  is 
due  from  the  world  at  large  than  to  those  sympathetic,  noble^mmded  men  who 
have  apidied  their  efforts  to  the  alleviation  of  human  suitering'.  There  is  no 
known  standanj  by  which  their  beneficent  influence  can  be  mciisored;  their 
helpfulness  is  as  broad  as  the  imiverse  and  their  power  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
the  wonderful  law?  nf  nature.  Among  this  honored  c1a««  iti  DcKalh  county, 
Indiana,  must  be  numhcred  him  whose  name  afiix-ar^  a>  li  e  cai)tiiin  of  this 
article,  who  through  a  long  course  of  years  has  enjoyed  liie  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  today  is  numbered  among  the  representative  people 
of  his  coimty. 

Simeon  UnderwcKxl  Tamey  is  a  native  son  of  DeKalh  county,  Indiana^ 
having  been  I)i>rn  in  Jnck'-nn  mvinty  on  October  :f\  1838.  His  parents. 
Sarnnel  !''Ii/al letli  1  \\  vait  )  'I'arnev,  rnme  in  i''^37  frmn  ()liio.  and  entered 
government  land  in  Jackson  township,  which  they  improved  and  developed 
into  a  good  farm,  and  there  they  spent  the  remainder  of  thdl-  days.  Samu^ 
Tam^  was  a  typical  pioneer,  strong  and  stalwart  of  body,  and  equally  rugged 
in  character,  being  numbered  among  that  sterling  class  who  laid  here  the 
foundations  for  the  splendid  pros])crity  which  has  l>ecn  inherited  by  the  pres- 
ent srenoration.  He  was  a  practical  milKvritjht  and  ■^ucce'^sful  farmer  and 
\\a^  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  gui.d  iaiul.  Politically, 
Samuel  l  arney  was  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  satis- 
factorily filled  several  local  offices.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  bom  seven 
diildren,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead,  to  the 
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cultivation  of  which  he  gave  a  hand  as  soon  as  large  enough.  His  educational 
training  was  received  in  the-conimon  schools  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  engaged  in  teaching  schcx:)!,  carrying  tm  this  vorntlon  during  the 
winters  for  alxjul  tive  years,  working  on  the  farm  in  [\\v  snninicr  vacation 
periods,  in  the  fall  of  18C5  Mr.  Tamey  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  at 
Coninna,  where  he  remained  five  years  and  tlien  moved  to  Auburn,  wher^  he 
opened  a  shop  on  Main  street,  opposite  the  court  house.  He  conducted  a 
good  business  and  remained  thus  engaged  there  for  eighteen  years,  becoming 
well  known  as  a  man  of  good  business  methods  and  fair  dealiq^  with  his 
patrons. 

.'\s  early  as  18R4  Dr.  Tarniy  Ingan  \\<n-k  as  a  si)ecialist  in  the  treatment 
of  rectal  diseases,  and  in  1888  laid  a>ide  all  other  interests  in  order  to  devofe 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  this  practice.  His  attention  was  first  turncfl 
particularly  to  this  form  of  ailment  because  of  his  own  sufferings  from 
rectal  trouble,  for  which  he  could  secure  no  relief  from  methods  or  remedies 
then  in  use.  He  then  devoted  himself  to  a  serifnis  '^tudy  of  the  subject  and 
finally,  after  a  series  of  experiment?,  succeeded  in  ffirimilating  a  remedy  that 
effected  a  complete  cure  in  his  own  case.  liclieving  lii^t  he  hati  discovered 
a  valwble  cure  for  oat  of  the  most  annoying  physical  ailments,  he  then  gave 
the  remedy  a  thorough  test  on  others  until  absolutety  satisfied  that  he  was 
right,  and  then  he  lx;gan  placing  tlie  remedy  before  the  public.  The  remecjy 
is  known  as  the  Positive  Painless  Pile  Cure  an<l  has  had  a  wonderful  sale, 
its  l)cneficent  effect-^  Iteiug  te>;titie(l  to  by  hundreds  of  testini(Jiiia1^  which  have 
voluntarily  Inren  give?)  to  the  Doctor  by  those  whom  h**  has  treated  successtuliy 
and  who  have  been  helped  by  this  wopderful  remedy.  The  FJoctor  has  l>ccn 
successful  materially,  as  the  result  of  the  successful  record  of  his  remedy, 
but  more  to  him  than  material  success  has  been  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  he  has  been  instrumental  in  relieving  human  suffering  and  thus  per* 
fwmed  a  real  scn*icc  for  humanity. 

On  June  17.  iHAo.  Doctitr  Tariiey  wa»;  united  in  ntarriage  with  Caroline 
O.  Castner,  who  was  \iom  antl  reared  ni  .Seneca  county.  Obit*.  I  o  this  union 
have  been  born  three  children,  namdy:  Laura  Etta  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
iGuy,  of  Chic^no;  liaison  Melvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years, 
was  married,  hut  left  no  children;  Romeo  Elliott  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
Auburn,  Indiana,  but  is  now  a  resident  of  San  Jnsc.  California  He  has 
been  twice  married,  first  to  Ada  McNabb,  by  whom  there  were  two  children, 
Ralph  and  Kuth;  his  second  wile,  who  was  a  resident  of  San  Jpse,  was  Edna 
Gcadi. 
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Fralcinally,  Doctor  Taniey  is  an  active  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  bdonging  to  the  local  lodge  at  Auburn,  whidt  he 
instituted,  being  at  that  time  district  deputy  grand  master.   He  has  been  an 

Odd  Fellow  for  forty  years  and  still  keeiJS  closely  in  touch  with  the  workings 
of  the  society,  in  uIiil-Ii  lu-  retain--  a  live  interest.  T!iiiiii,'h  tuiw  in  his  seventy- 
fifth  year,  lie  retani-  hi>  ])1i\mi'.'l1  powers  to  a  reniarkalile  (lej^rec.  heing  as 
active  as  most  men  oi  forty  years  and  enjoying  splendid  health.  Intensely 
optimistic  in  his  view  of  life,  be  is  a  genial  comiianion  at  all  times  and  is  weQ 
liked  by  alt  who  know  him.  He  owns  some  valuable  residence  and  business 
properties  in  Auburn,  including  his  own  comfortable  and  attractive  home,  and 
is  proud  of  a  fine  cottotuvoixl  tree  standing  in  the  yard  of  his  home,  it  having, 
since  1876,  attained  a  height  of  ninety  feet  and  a  circumference  of  o\'er  nine 
feet. 

Doctor  Tarney  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  and  active  participant  in  the 
wonderful  development  which  has  characterized  this  section  of  Indiana,  his 
memory  going  back  to  the  pioneer  day;  when  wolves  howled  around  their 
log  cabin  home  at  night  and  when  deer  were  more  plenliful  than  slieep  arc 
now  The  pioneer  hrime  was  primitively  and  scantily  fnrnished.  and  lacked 
majiy  tl:nlL,'^  ikuv  r. m-vith  red  actual  necessities,  hnt  life  in  those  days  was  less 
exacting  and  m  many  respects  more  carefree,  .so  that  the  jiioncers  raised  their 
chiklren  to  habits  of  industry,  iiersistence  and  economy  which  today  are  not 
emphasized  as  they  should  be.  In  the  commuiiity  where  he  has  spent  three- 
quarters  of  a  century.  Doctor  Tamer  has  so  lived  as  to  win  and  retain  the 
sincere  respect  an*!  cotifidence  of  the  people  and  he  is  deservedly  popular  in 
the  coniumnity  which  has  been  honored  l)y  his  citizenship. 


JKRkY  A.  BOLIN(iER. 

By  a  life  of  persistent  and  well  applied  industry,  led  along  the  most 
honorable  lines,  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above  has  justly  earned 
the  right  to  lie  repre^iented  in  a  work  of  the  character  of  the  one  at  hand, 
along  with  other  men  of  DeKalb  county  who  have  made  their  influence  felt 
in  their  resjH"Ctive  comnninitie=: 

Jerry  A.  Holinger.  f»»rcniaii  of  the  triniming  department  of  the  Zim- 
merman Manufacturing  Comi)any  at  Auburn,  was  born  in  the  city  in  which 
he  now  resides  on  December  29,  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Elisa- 
beth (Walbom)  Bolingcr.   These  parents,  who  were  both  natives  of  the 
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State  of  Pennsylvania,  came  iii  their  chiklhood  to  Dayton,  Ohit),  where  they 
were  reared  and  where  their  marriage  occurred.  During  the  latter  sixties 
they  came  to  DeKalb  county,  locating  three  miles  west  of  Auburn,  where 
the  father  followed  farming  pursuits  and  also  conducted  a  dairy,  and 
there  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  was  the  resuU  of  injuries  received  by 
beiner  struck  by  a  rnilrn.u!  train  nt  '  Jarrett  on  Atij,ntst  o,  1HS7.  while  on  his 
way  home  from  deliv cnnj^'  iiiilk.  lit-  lingered  mud  Scpicuiber  that  year, 
when  he  passed  away.  lie  wju  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Luilieran 
chttrch  at  Auburn,  living  a  life  entirely  consistent  with  his  profession  and 
was  an  official  of  the  church  for  many  years,  his  wife  also  belonging  to  that 
society.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  cliildren,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Benjamin  I'Vanklin,  familiarly  called  I'Vank;  ICmma,  the  wife 
of  Fmannrl  Mi«;cr:  I.dtic.  the  wife  of  I^vi  \\'"lf,  and  jerry  A.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  wiio  was  fourteen  years  old  at  the  tinie  of  his  father's 
death.  In  1888  iht  family  moved  to  Auburn  and  here  the  mother  still 
resides. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  residc<l  >n\  tin-  hotne  farm,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  tcok  a  part  until  his  father's  death  an<l  his  motlu-r's  removal  to 
Aiihurii,  when  he  nrcnmpanied  her  to  this  city  and  here  fiiti-^hc*!  his  educa- 
tion, which  had  been  begun  in  the  district  schools,  liis  tirst  active  employ- 
ment was  in  the  Auburn  woolen  mills,  where  he  remained  two  years  and 
then  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Kibblinger  Company,  manufacturers  of 
carriages^  where  he  learned  carriage  trimming.  When  Mr.  Mclntire  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Kibblinger,  Mr.  Bolinger  remained  with  him  seven  years  and 
then  accepted  n  position  as  a  carriai^e  trimmer  with  thv  /iiiMiH'rnian  Carriasje 
Manufacturing  Comi>any  at  Auinirn.  with  whom  lie  remained  live  years, 
then  going  back  to  the  Mclntire  Conipany  for  five  years  longer.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1908,'  Mr.  Bolinger  went  to  Butler  and  took  charge  of  the  carriage 
trimming  department  for  the  Butler  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which 
position  be  was  retained  three  years,  and  then  going  to  Elkhart.  Indiana, 
took  charge  of  the  trimming  department  for  the  (>(m^  Motor  (^ar  ("oiiipativ. 
After  remaining  there  one  sra'^on  Mr.  Rolinm'r  niunud  to  Aulnini  and 
on  August  3,  IQ12,  took  cliargc  oi  ilic  trimming  room  tc»r  the  Zimmerman 
Manufacturing  Company,  ha\  ing  si.xteen  men  under  him.  By  natural  adapt- 
ability and  training  Mr.  Bolinger  is  well  qualified  to  supervise  this  import- 
ant departnu  tu  of  the  business  and  his  sen  ice^  with  the  different  firms  with 
which  he  has  been  ronnecte«l  have  l>een  eminently  satisfactory  in  evcrv  rc- 
^ct.    He  has  at  all  times  enjoye<l  the  fullest  measure  of  confidence  on  the 
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part  of  both  his  employers  and  the  men  ufidcr  h/im  and  is  oonsi4ered  ail  in- 
valuable  man  in  the  position  which  he  occupies. 

In  1892  Mr.  RoUngi-r  was  niarn'td  \<>  f  dUic  Shall,  who  was  Iwirn  two 
and  one-hall  mile.'-  west  of  Auburn,  the  daughter  of  I£h  W.  and  Adeline 
(Olinger)  Shall.  Her  father,  who  was  born  and  reared  here,  is  the  si>n 
of  Heniy  Shall,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  county.  The  Olingers  are 
also  one  of  DeKalb  county's  prominent  old  families,  the  early  generation  of 
the  family  having  located  here  at  a  lime  wlicn  corduroy  roads  were  in  vogue 
and  fridges  mmc  ron«piruous  by  tlu  ir  ;d)sence  than  otherwise.  T<i  !Mr  and 
Mrs.  Bolinger  has  i>ecn  l)oni  a  daughter,  Jessie,  who  \<i  iv  w  -t,  n<  LrraplK-r  tor 
the  Dc  Soto  RIotor  Car  Compa«iy.  Slie  vyas  for  a  lime  employed  in  the  city 
treasurer's  office  at  Elkhart. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  fiolinger  is  a  nieni(ier  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
for  a  number  o{  years  lyas  pfominently  identified  ?yith  the  Ancfent  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  Roliiriousiy.  the  family  arc  all  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  In  every  pha<t*  of  life''^  activities  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged,  Mr.  Bolinger  has  performed  his  full  part  as  a  man  among  men 
and.  standing  four  sc|uare  to  every  wind  that  blows,  he  merits  the  high 
position  which  he  no\f  enjoys  aipong  his  fellow  citizens.  Gepial  and  un- 
assuming, he  l^s  a  tK)st  of  acqu^iptafices  t]]foughout  the  co]tnty.  among 
whom  be  i$  popular. 


JOHN  W-  BAXTER. 

Tt  cannot  hv  other  than  interesting  to  note  in  the  «crie<;  <if  jKTsnnal 
sketches  appearing  in  this  work  the  varying  conditiuns  tliat  lia\c  C' )ni()a->^c(l 
those  whose  careers  are  outlined,  and  the  effort  has  been  made  in  each  ca>e 
to  throw  wdl  focused  tight  on  to  the  individuality  and  to  brii^  into  pro|>er 
perspective  the  scheme  of  each  respective  career.  Each  man  wlio  strives  to 
fulfill  his  part  in  connection  with  human  life  and  human  activities  is  de- 
serving of  recognition,  whatever  may  he  his  field  of  ciuUavor.  and  it  is  the 
fnnrfion  of  works  of  this  nature  to  perpetuate  for  future  generations  an 
authentic  record  concerning  those  represented  in  its  pages,  and  the  value 
of  such  publications  is  certain  to  be  cumulative  for  all  time  to  come,  showing 
forth  the  individual  accomplishments  of  which  generic  history  is  ever  engen- 
dered. The  bar  oif  DeKalb  county  has  ever  maintained  a  higti  standing,  and 
among  the  able  members  of  the  same  he  whose  name  introduces  ihh  para- 
graph.   With  a  natural  predilection  for  the  law,  and  endowe<l  with  an 
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analytical  mind  and  rea<|y  jjowers  of  assiniUation,  Mr.  Baxter  has  for  a 
nuinber  of  yc^s  been  firmly  establi^^  in  his  profession  here,  retainini^  a 
representative  djentage  and  holding  ^e  esteem  of  his  professional  confreres, 
at  the  same  time  leading  such  a  life  ^  to  gain  the  conhdence  and  respect 

of  all  classes. 

John  \\'.  Baxter  wa.^  lx>rii  in  Franklin  township,  iJeKalb  county,  Indi- 
ana, on  November  19,  1849,  and  |ie  is  tiie  son  of  Andrew  and  Nancy 
(Brown)  Baxter.   Andrew  Baxter  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  son  of  \\  illiam  and  3arah  (  Rogers)  Baxter.    He  spent  his 
childhooti  in  Pennsylvania,  moving  with  his  mother  to  W  ayne  county,  Ohio, 
where  his  marnai^c  tn  Xancy  firown  occurred.    Tlie  lattt-r  \\a«  horn  in 
AUej^heny  county,  i'ciin5.ylvania,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Ellen 
(Rifttey)  Brpwn,  \ht  former  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  Ireland. 
Wimani  apA  Sarah  Baxter  were  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  from  the  north 
of  Irel^|i4.    In  the  fall  of  1840  Andrew  Baxter  came  to  DeKalb  county, 
Indiana,  and  entered  a  tract  of  government  land  in  section  5,  Franklin 
township.    TTc  built  a  cabin  and  then  retttrncd  to  Ohio,  and  then,  as  early 
as  ]jovsi|)lc  in  the  s]>nnj^  of  1841.  he  brought  hi>  tannly  to  their  new  home. 
Th^'  laud  liad  not  theri  l>een  cleared  and  ^Ir.  fiaxter's  first  crop  of  corn 
was  piapt^  by  striking  his  axe  into  the  ground,  dropping  com  into  the  hole 
and  then  tamping  by  stei^ing  on  it.  In  that  primitive  way  he  succeeded  in 
raising  sufficient  gr^n  for  feeing  pur|)oses.    He  si>cnt  practically  the  rest  of 
his  life  on  that  farm,  movinf;  to  the  city  of  Auburn  when  eighty-nine  venrs 
old  and  dying  two  ycar'^  later.    He  had  been  prominent  in  the  civic  and 
public  life  of  bis  community  lor  mau>  >curs.  having  served  several  tenns 
each  as  fustee  and  assessor  of  the  township.    He  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  \vho  di«d  in  January,  i$56.  left  eight  chil4rra>  Elvina,  Ellen, 
William,  Andrew,  Mar\  Jane,  John  W.,  Nancy  Emeliiie  and  James  B. 
About  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  flr^t  w  ift-.  Mr.  Baxter  married  lur 
sister  Elizabeth.    To  the  second  union  were  h  'rn  "^ix  sons,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  iiialiui|:y  and  survived  their  mother,  namely :    Charles  O.,  Miles, 
Chauncey,  Cory  and  George.    Mrs.  Elizabeth  Baxter  died  on  January  3, 
1877,  and  Afidrew  ^axter  passed  away  on  December  18.  1903.  Religiously, 
Mr.  Baxter  never  identified  himself  with  any  church  thot^h  hjs  leaning 
was  toward  tjie  Presbyterian  cfiurch,  for  which  he  had  the  f:frente<=t  respect 
and  veneration,  as  he  did  for  all  relisj'ious  societies.    Politically,  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  never  voting  any  Q|her  ticket.    !^tween  him  and  bis 
children  there  existed  the  warmest  affectipq.  though  on  nfitl)er  side  was  there 
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inach  dononstiation.  Judged  by  present-day  standards,  Mr.  Baxter  did  not 
receive  mucli  school  education,  but  he  had  been  a  close  student  and  was  well 

informed  in  the  fundamental  sciences,  being  especially  good  in  mathematics 
and  a  splendid  penman.  He  took  the  keenest  pleasure  in  assisting  his  chil- 
dren in  their  studies,  and  all  but  two  or  tliree  oi  tliem  afterward  became 
teachers. 

John  W.  Baxter  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  attending  school  at 
Auburn,  Angola  and  Butler,  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  Michi- 
gan State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1876.  He 
then  borrowed  one  iiundred  and  fifty  d'>l!ars  from  a  sister  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  from  a  man,  paymj;  liltcen  per  cent  niiotLsi  U)  the  latter, 
and  with  tliesc  funds  he  bouglu  a  law  library  and  began  the  practice  of  law 
at  Butler.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  William  T.  Bope,  who  had  been 
a  fellow  student  in  the  office  of  McBride  &  Morlan,  at  Waterloo,  when  the 
two  young  men  read  law  together,  and  later  tlu-y  liad  been  dassmates  at 
Ann  Arlwr.  'I'hcy  remained  together  two  and  a  hall  or  iliree  years,  when 
they  flissolved  i>artner-;hi]>,  Mr.  Bope  goinf^  to  Dad  .\.\e,  Michigan,  where 
he  has  prospered  and  still  lives,  iu  1880  the  clerk  of  the  DeKalb  circuit 
court  died  and  Mr.  Baxter  was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term,  and 
in  the  fall  of  tliat  year  he  was  elected  to  a  full  term  of  four  years.  After 
the  expiration  of  his  term  as  clerk.  Mr.  Baxter  resumed  the  practice  of  law 
at  .\ubum,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Though  cjuiet  and  unostentatious 
in  hi^  ni'iimi  r,  Mr.  Baxter  I.a'^  iinpre^-od  himself  m  ihe  r'tircn^  of  hi>  county 
and  he  ha.>.  been  cotineded  wiiii  imicli  ol  the  most  nnportant  hligaiion  tried 
in  the  local  courts,  while  he  has  a  heavy  oflicc  practice  and  has  done  a  vast 
amount  of  work  that  has  not  brought  him  prominently  to  the  notice  of 
the  public.  Personally,  he  is  a  genial  and  companionable  man,  an  interesting 
nmversationalist  and  one  who  impresses  himself  favorably  on  all  who  come 
in  contact  v\  ith  him. 

I'olilicaliy.  Mr.  Baxter  is  a  Ik-mocrat.  fh  iu^h  not  a  \cry  active  parti.san. 
while  religiou.«»ly  he  and  his  iamily  are  identitied  with  the  .Methodi.st  Episco- 
pal church. 

On  November  .29,  1877.,  ^'^^  Baxter  was  imited  in  marriage  to  Ella 
(rhaniberhin,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  James  X.  rhaml>erlain.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  early  infancy,  and  one. 
Laura,  died  oi  diphtheria  at  thr  n^'c  i>f  umr  vvnr^:  Mary,  who  is  a  '^raflnate 
of  DePauw  University,  is  teacher  of  languages  m  the  .\ubum  high  sch<H)l ; 
Frank,  who  graduated  from  the  Indiana  Law  School  in  1905,  was  for  three 
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years  engaged  in  the  practice  with  his  father  at  Auburn;  guing  to  Fort 
Wayne  on  a  business  trip,  he  lost  his  life  in  the  btimiuj,'  of  the  New  Aveline 
hotel  in  that  city;  George  gradtiated  from  Purdue  University  in  the  depart- 
ment of  mechanical  engineering,  and,  after  teaching  two  s  ears  in  that  insti- 
tution, he  went  to  In<li.'malluli^.  \\  liere  he  is  nt)w  employed  as  a  mechanical 
exix;rt  with  the  KockwfKHl  Manufacturing  Company ;  Kuth  is  a  student  in  the 
high  school  at  Auburn 


WILLIS  RHOAD& 

J  cally  to  lac(s  111  the  analysis  of  the  character  of  a  citizen  of  the  type 
of  the  gentlenian  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  all  that  is 
required  to  make  a  bic^^i^ical  review  interesting  to  those  who  hax'c  at 
■heart  the  good  nanie  of  the  community  honored  by  his  residence,  because  it  is 
tlic  honorable  reputation  of  the  uinn  '>f  standing  and  affairs,  more  than  any 
other  consideration,  that  gives  character  and  stability  to  the  iKidv  politic  in 
the  broad  ligiit  which  things  of  good  rei>ort  ever  invite  the  name  and  character 
of  Mr.Rhoads  stand  revealed  and  secure  and.  tlK>ugh  of  modest  demeanor, 
his  career  has  been  signally  honorable  and  useftd  and  may  be  studied  with 
profit  by  tlie  youth  entcrini,'  iipi  m  liis  life  work. 

Willis  Rhoads.  the  etficient  and  jxipular  cashier  of  the  City  National  Mank 
of  Aulmni,  Indiana,  was  lM)rn  on  (Vtoher  i.  186".  in  Steuben  rotintv.  In- 
diana, and  IS  the  son  of  Richard  V .  and  Xancy  (dates)  Rhoads.  lioth  of 
these  parents  were  natives  of  New  York  state,  being  brought  by  thdr  re- 
spective parents  to  Indiana  in  their  childhood.  Richard  F.  Rhoads  was  the 
son  of  Lorenzo  D.  and  Abbie  Rhoads,  who  came  to  this  locality  in  1850 
and  entered  a  tract  of  govemnient  land  in  Steuben  county,  where  they  sjient 
the  remainder  f>f  their  lives.  Xancy  (jates  was  born  in  l}roome  county.  Xew 
York,  and  in  1840  was  brousjht  to  Steuben  county,  where  her  parents  also 
entered  government  land  and  were  numbered  among  the  early  pioneers. 
I..oren20  Rhoads  had  a  brother  who  was  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  t8t3  and 
the  land  which  the  family  acquired  here  was  obtained  through  government 
script.  They  still  hold  script  entitling  them  to  forty  acres  of  government 
land  in  certain  ^tate^  Richard  V.  Rhoarls  .md  Nancy  (iates  were  married 
in  Steuben  cnuntx.  were  hle-loiig  farmers.  an<I  lived  there  to  K'*'"'  "I'l  ages, 
the  father  dying  in  1910  and  the  mother  in  1911.  They  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  under  thdr  parefirf  direction  their 
son  Willis  was  reared  with  correct  habits  and  iastilled  with  correct  principles 
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of  liv  iiij^.  He  was  reared  on  the  homo  farm  and  nttended  the  piihlic  -^ohiK.! 
at  (Jrland,  graduating  from  the  high  school  there  in  i(S8t);  then  he  became  a 
student  in  the  Tri-State  Normal  Schotil  at  .-Vngola,  \vher<;  he  was  gradi^ated 
in  1891,  with  the  degree  of  Badidor  of  Science.  He  then  applied  himself  to 
the  reading  of  hiw  in  the  office  of  Jttdge  Roby,  at  Angola,  and  in  1894  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  when  Judge  Stephen  A.  Powers  was  on  the  local  bench. 
Mr.  Rhoads  continued  his  law  stu<h"es  and  took  a  course  at  the  Indiana  I^w 
School,  where  he  graduated  in  1895.  with  the  dejirce  of  Bachelor  nf  I.aw^. 
Returninit;  then  to  Angola.  Mr.  Rho.ids  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge 
Koby  and  entered  actively  upon  th<;  prJictice  of  his  profession.  In  1896  he 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  thirty-fifth  judicial  circuit,  com- 
prising DeKalb  and  Steuben  counties,  and  was  r^-^lected  tp  |8^,  thus 
serving  two  terms  in  this  responsible  p"-.iti<  n.  in  which  hie  eam!M|  many 
warm  encomiums  hecan«e  of  his  faithful  ami  able  jK-rfornirince  of  duty. 
In  ii>no  Mr.  Riioiids  nioveti  to  Auburn  and  again  f<irmei|  a  partDir-hii)  with 
Judge  Robyi  who  in  the  meantime  had  nio\ed  to  that  plate.  Five  months 
after  the  partnership  was  formed  Judge  Ruby  was  appointed  to  the  bench 
of  the  state  appellate  court,  and  Mr.  Rhoads  thereafter  practiced  alone  until 
1907.  Well  grounded  in  the  basic  principles  of  law.  a  close  stfldf^t  of  late 
decisions,  careful  and  i>ain>taking  in  the  preparation  of  liis  cases,  and  a 
forceful  and  efye(■tt^•^  pleader  in  court.  Mr.  Rhoads  achieved  a  splendi<l  suc- 
cess in  hi>  practice  and  earned  liie  high  regard  of  his  protessi«)nal  colleagues. 
On  May  i.  1907,  Mr.  Rhoads  was  elected  cashier  of  the  City  National  Bank, 
of  which  he  had  been  a  stockholder  since  1902,  his  sel^ion  being  prompted 
largely  by  the  notable  success  with  which  he  had  managed  aiid  closed  up 
the  affairs  of  the  DeKalb  Bank,  at  Waterloo,  and  the  McClellan  Bank,  at 
Auburn,  fwith  heinq^  mvnetl  l)y  the  s.ame  stockh»>lders  and  failing  at  the  same 
time,  and  of  which  Mr.  Rhoads  had  been  ap|Kiintcd  trustee  in  Iwnkruptcy. 
As  cashier  of  the  City  National  Bank,  Mr.  Rhoads  has  demonstrated  busi- 
ness and  financial  ability  of  high  nrder  and  the  splendid  record  whicfi  this 
strong  institution  is  making  is  doe  in  a  large  measure  to  his  energetic  efforts* 
personal  influence  and  sound  judgment  in  the  handling  of  its  affairs. 

The  Citv  National  Rank  of  Auburn  was  organized  in  xtyirj  with  an 
authorized  ea]>it:d  r.f  $50,000,  the  principal  pronu;ters  of  the  enterprise 
being  W .  II.  Mclniirc  (who  became  president).  Dr.  F.  M.  llines,  I.  E. 
Davenport,  cashier,  and  1.  M.  Zent.  of  Auburn,  and  Timothy  J.  Knisely  and 
David  Knisely.  of  Butler.  In  1907  Mr.  Mclntire  sold  his  stock  m  the  bank, 
the  new  officiary  being  as  follows:   President.  Dr.  F,  M.  Hines;  vk:e-presi- 
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dent,  C  M.  Brown;  cashier,  Willis  Rboads*  and  assistant  cashier,  Fred  W. 

Knott;  directors,  F.  M.  Hines,  C.  M.  Brown,  I.  M.  Zent,  Willis  Rh<jads, 
Rev.  August  Young,  II.  flarrett,  Philip  Carper  and  Kmory  A.  Shook.  The 
financial  statement  ol  the  City  National  Bank,  at  the  cKi.se  of  businiss  on 
June  4,  1913,  was  as  follows:  Resources — Loans  ami  discounts,  $255.- 
706.63;  overdrafts,  $4,002.13;  U.  S.  bonds  to  secure  circulation,  $25,000; 
other  bonds  to  secure  U.  S.  postal  savings  deposits,  $7/xx>.oo;  bonds,  securi- 
tieSf  etc.,  $4,000.00;  banking  house,  furniture  and  fixtures,  $18,330.64;  due 
from  national  banks  not  reserve  agents,  $25,505.49;  due  from  approved 
reserve  agents,  $^xi, 047.37 ;  checks  and  other  items,  $1,041.03;  notes  of 
other  national  banks,  $880.00;  cash  on  iiand,  $19,360.19;  redemption  fund 
with  U.  S.  treasurer,  $1,250.00;  total,  $422,723.48.  Liabilities — Capital 
stock,  $50,000.00;  surplus  fund,  $14,000.00;  tmdivided  profits,  less  ex- 
penses and  taxes  paid,  $4,319,58;  national  bank  notes  outstanding,  $25,000.00: 
deposits  subject  to  check,  $205,266.03;  demand  certificates  of  dep(»sit, 
$93,877.82;  saving  deposits,  $25,382.63;  postal  savings  deposits,  $4,876.52; 
total,  $422,723.48. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Rhoads  has  taken  an 
active  and  effective  interest  in  puUtc  afiyrs,  and  in  1908  he  ikras  the  nominee 
of  his  partjr  for  state  senator,  but  went  down  to  defeat  together  with  the  rest 
of  the  ticket.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he 
has  attained  tlic  first  fourteen  degrees  in  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Kniglits  of  Pythias  ami  the  Knights  of  the  (iolden  Eagle. 
Religiously,  be  is,  with  his  wilt,  comiected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
churdi,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  stewards.  In  the  civic  life  of  the  com- 
munity, Mr.  Rhoads  has  been  a  prominent  figure  and  an  influential  factor, 
having  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  Auburn  library  board 
and  for  a  numl>er  of  years  rhairninn  of  the  hoard  of  children's  guardians. 
Socially,  hi-  and  his  wife  move  in  the  best  circles  and  are  deservedly  popular 
among  ilicir  acquaintances. 

In  1897  WiQis  Rhoads  was  married  to  Qara  Morgan,  a  daughter  of 
Winfield  S.  and  Elizabeth  (McCurdy)  Morgan.  She  was  bom  four  miles 
northeast  of  Butler,  this  county,  where  her  parents  had  been  early  .settlers. 
Her  mafcrnal  grandfather,  John  McCurdy,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  Metho- 
dist preacliors  in  tins  county  and  was  a  well-known  character  and  a  man  of 
great  influence  for  good.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhoads  ha\e  l>ecn  horn  three 
dlildren,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  namely :  Frank  Morgan,  born  October 
fS,  1898;  Margaret  Lucile,  bom  October  27,  1902,  and  Joanna  Elizabeth* 
bom  July  6,  1910. 
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JOHN  PETER  HOFF. 

Clearly  defined  pur|Kvse  and  eoiisvcutlve  cftort  in  the  affairs  of  life  will 
inevitably  result  in  the  attaining  of  a  due  measure  of  success,  but  in  tollow- 
ing  out  the  career  of  one  who  has  attamed  success  by  his  own  efforts  there 
comes  into  view  the  intrinsic  individuality  whidi  made  such  accomplish- 
ments possible,  and  thus  there  is  granted  an  objective  incentive  and  inspira- 
tion, w  hile  at  the  same  time  there  is  enkindled  a  feeling  of  respect  and  :ulniira- 
tion.  Tlic  quahties  which  have  made  Mr.  IfofT  fme  t)f  the  prominent  and 
successiul  men  «)f  Auburn  liave  also  brought  Inm  tile  esteem  oi  liis  kUdw 
townsmen,  for  his  career  has  been  one  of  well-directed  energy,  strong  de- 
termination and  honorable  methods. 

John  P.  Hoff,  who  is  rendering  eflkient  scr\'ice  as  sheriff  of  DeKalb 
county,  Imliana,  is  a  native  of  this  counly.  having  been  born  at  Aulwrn 
on  Ortnlier  J,  1KH5.  and  he  is  the  •^(m  of  Frank  A.  and  Mary  J.  Hr  IT,  who 
are  iianlioncd  elsewhere  in  this  uoik.  Mr.  Hoff  wa.s  reared  in  tins  city 
and  received  his  eduaition  in  the  public  schools,  attending  the  high  scliool 
up  to  the  senior  year.  He  was  then  engaged  for  a  time  in 'his  father's 
grocery  store,  but  later  became  an  employe  in  the  Auburn  Steam  Laundry, 
of  which  he  acquired  a  one-third  interest  when  nineteen  years  old.  Shortly 
after  nttriining  his  majoritv,  lu'  liecame  half  owner  of  the  htisitu-ss,  but  about 
a  year  laU  r,  <nld  otit  atul  ^oitiy  to  Rockford.  Illinois,  went  to  work  for  the 
VV'hite  Swan  Laundry,  a  large  concern,  with  which  he  was  associaletl  about 
nx  months.  He  then  returned  to  Auburn  and  was  again  in  his  father's  store 
until  January,  1909,  when  he  was  appointed  a  deputy  under  Sheriff  Thomas, 
serA'ing  in  this  cajwcity  for  four  years.  So  efticient  wa>  his  discharge  of 
his  official  duties  that  in  the  l:dl  of  iq\2  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  DeKalt) 
county  and  is  the  present  iiuninbent  of  the  office.  It  was  l>elieved  that  at 
the  time  he  i(K)k  the  office  he  was  the  y«>ungcst  sheriff  in  Indiana,  and  the 
youngest  but  one  in  the  United  States.  Physically,  Mr.  Hoff  is  wcU  quali- 
fied for  his  position,  being  a  man  of  large  build  and  determined  character  and 
fearless  in  the  discharge  of  iiis  duties.  He  is  genial  in  his  relations  with  his 
asscKiates,  a  g«xxl  mixer  and  popular  in  all  circles  in  which  he  moves. 

On  November  24,  Kyog.  John  P.  Hoff  was  marrie<l  to  Lf>ttie  Wolford. 
a  daufrhter  of  Frank  \V.  and  Clara  M.  (Rover)  W'olford.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Williams  county,  Ohio,  and  in  his  young  manhood  came  to 
Garrett,  Indiana,  to  take  cm^Qsmncnt  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway 
in  the  yards  there,  first  as  switchman  and  later  as  conductor.  To  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  HolT  has  hci-n  bom  a  daughter,  Mary  Josephine,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  October  19,  191 1. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hoff  is  a  Dctinxrat  and,  fraternally,  is  a  member  of 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 
Rdigiously»  he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  while  Mrs.  Hoff  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  both  being  earnest  supporters  of  their 
respective  dturches. 

Tn  view  of  the  energy,  determination  and  intctjrity  which  h.ne  char- 
acterized Mr  Hf»fV''--  lite,  and  of  his  standing  m  the  community  where  he  has 
spent  his  hie,  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  the 
character  of  the  one  at  hand. 


CHARLES  R.  REED. 

A  f  reer  marked  by  earnest  and  indefatigable  application  has  been  that 
of  this  substantial  and  honored  citizen  of  Waterloo,  where  he  has  maintained 
a  residence  for  nmnv  years,  <hirtnp  all  of  which  time  hi.-^  lite  has  been  an 
open  hin)k,  knuwti  and  read  by  bis  fellowinen.  He  was  a  vaUant  soldier  of 
the  Civil  war,  where  his  fidelity  was  of  the  type  which  has  characterized  his 
actions  in  all  their  relations  and  gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  public  and  unbounded  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
into  contact. 

Charles  R.  Reed,  who,  after  a  life  of  strenuous  activity,  is  now  retired 
and  residing  in  his  pleasant  home  in  Waterloo,  Indiana,  was  born  in  Butler 
township,  DeKalb  county,  on  October  13,  1842,  the  son  of  Russdl  and 
Manila  (Holbrook)  Reed.  Russell  Reed  was  bom  probably  in  Vermont, 
and  in  New  York  state  married  Marilla  Holbrook.  who  was  bom  in  Massa- 
chusetts, the  daughter  of  Lyman  Holbrook.  Lyman  Holbrook  brought  his 
family  to  DeKalb  county  from  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  whither  they 
had  come  from  Massichusetts,  and  in  1834  they  settled  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Butler  township,  DeKalb  county.  In  1836  Russell  Reed  came  to 
DeKalb  county  and  settled  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  Holbrook  farm  in 
Butler  township,  and  here  he  spent  his  later  life  with  the  exception  of  five 
years,  when  he  lived  in  Iowa.  His  death  occurred  in  1864  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived hin:  many  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1893,  both  being  buried  in  the 
Huntertown  cemetery. 

Charles  R.  Reed  was  rearetl  to  maturity  in  Butler  township,  aiul  in 
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August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Righty-cighth  Regiment,  Indiana 
V^olunteer  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  the  Antiy  of  the  Cumberland. 
Mr.  Reed  enlisted  as  a  private  but  was  so<jn  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral. On  September  20,  1863,  he  was  wounded  at  tlie  battle  of  Chicka- 
and  was  confined  in  the  hospital  for  five  months.  The  day  after  he 
was  wounded  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  but  ten  days  later  was  paroled. 
In  the  winter  of  1864-5  ^^'^^  detailed  to  go  to  Qiattanoogd  and  thence  to 
Charleston,  Ten?ie*;«;ee.  to  take  chnrj^e  nf  a  compnnv  of  men  made  up  from 
difTerent  rc,t,Minent?.  Hf  participated  in  ihc  l)attlts  i>)  i^crry\'illc,  Murfrccs- 
boro,  Chickanuiuj^a.  and  liie  battles,  skirmishes  and  niarciies  incideni  to  the 
campaign  leading  up  to  Atlanta,  and  nearly  alt  the  other  engagements  of 
his  regiment  until  llie  dose  of  the  war,  receiving  hts  honorable  discharge  on 
June  7,  1865,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  A  brother  of  his,  Oliver  Reed,  died  in 
the  service  at  Jeffersnm  illc,  Indiana,  in  1864.  Before  the  war  Air.  Reed 
had  received  hii  edm-ati(<n  in  the  district  schooh  and  liad  also  attended  the 
seminary  at  Muntertuwn,  and  after  the  war  he  attended  the  free  school  at 
Fort  Wayne,  completing  here  the  education  whidb  had  been  interrupted  by 
the  war.  He  engaged  in  teaching  school  with  considerable  success  in  Allen, 
Noble  and  DeKalb  counties,  and  also  taught  vocal  music  for  twenty  years* 
both  in  ordinary  classes  and  in  normal  classes  in  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Indiana, 
and  in  the  public  schools  of  Waterloo,  restarting  his  position  in  the  latter 
schools  in  191 1,  altliough  he  was  requested  by  the  board  to  continue  his 
labors  there.  During  the  same  time  that  he  was  teaching  scho<J  Mr.  Reed 
also  supervised  the  operation  of  his  farm,  in  which  he  met  with  good  suc- 
cess. He  is  now  retired  from  acthre  pursuits  and  is  living  quietly  in  his 
pleasant  and  attractive  home  in  Waterloo. 

In  1868  Mr.  Reed  was  married  in  Swan  township,  Noble  county,  In- 
diana, to  Mary  P.  Perry,  who  was  born  and  reared  there,  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Mary  (Francis)  Perrj-.  To  this  union  was  born  one  child, 
Qyde  V.,  who  is  telegraph  operator  at  Waterloo  for  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  railroad,  his  wife  being  ticket  agent.  He  married  Ella 
Goodwin,  the  daughter  of  Leandcr  Comlwin,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lynn 
Cioo<lwin  Reed.  Tn  the  year  that  Mr.  Reed  moved  from  N(»ble  cotinty  to 
Waterloo,  1871,  his  first  wife  died,  she  |)assing  away  on  September  i~tli.  and 
on  March  16,  1876,  he  married  Mlia  S.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Franklin 
township,  this  cotmty,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Jane  (Shaneholt) 
Smith.  Her  father,  who  was  bom  in  Ohio,  was  a  son  of  Archibald  and 
Mary  (Thompson)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Teregles,  Scotland,  bom 
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on  December  27,  1788,  the  latter  born  in  Cumberland  county,  England, 
on  October  29,  1794.  Tlu-sc  parents  were  married  in  Uverpool,  Fnpland, 
on  October  11,  1818,  and  imm^liately  started  for  America,  being  ten  weeks 
on  the  ocean.  They  lived  in  New  York  a  short  tinie.  then  moved  to  Stark 
and  Medina  counties,  Ohio,  where  th^  f<41owed  farming  pursuits  until 
i&fi,  when  th^  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  near  Hamilton  in 
Franklin  township,  where  Archilmld  Smith  bought  five  hundred  acres  of 
land.  Here  his  death  occurred  in  1861  and  his  wife  died  in  1876.  Their 
son,  Henry,  tnarried  Mar\'  Jane  Shaneholt,  in  Stark  eoimty,  Ohio,  and 
came  here  in  1841.  His  wile  died  when  their  daughter,  Ella  S.,  was  a  child 
only  three  months  cM,  and  Henry  Smith's  sister,  Margaret,  became  the 
foster  mother  to  the  little  one  and  reared  her  to  womanhood.  After  Ella 
was  grown  to  maturity  ,  and  married  to  Mr.  Keed  she  always  thought  of 
Aunt  Margaret  n*?  a  child  would  <if  a  nidtlier.  Mis>  Mar','arit  Sniitli  li\cd 
with  her  parents  until  after  ilieir  deatli.  and  then  she  and  her  hrotlier. 
Archibald,  lived  in  Waterloo  for  some  years.  In  l888  she  became  the  wife 
of  Jacob  I.  Frazer,  who  died  in  1898,  and  now  she  resides  in  Waterloo.  She 
was  bom  near  Massillon,  Stark  cotmty,  Ohio,  on  September  24,  1831,  and  is 
now  eighty-two  years  old.  Mr.  Reed  now  makes  his  home  with  her  Her 
life  has  been  one  of  quiet  self-sacrifice,  perfonuiiig  tnan\  kind  deeds  for 
others,  manv  of  whom  remember  her  with  f^ratitiule.  Her  iraininir.  example 
and  instruction  so  impressed  itself  on  Mrs.  Keetl  that  the  latter  i)ecame  a 
devoted  wife  and  motlier,  rearing  her  children  to  honored  and  respected 
womanhood.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  were  bom  the  following  children: 
Daisy  A.,  the  wife  of  Edmund  Brown,  of  Urbana.  Ohio;  Mary  Blanch  is  the 
wife  of  I'Yank  Spiker.  of  Massillon,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harold 
R. ;  Mabel  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Lawrence  luigene  I'nnthi^.  a  phi  itographer 
at  Columbia  City.  Indiana.  The  mother  of  these  chiltlren  ilic*l  on  January 
19,  1894.  She  was  a  devoted  and  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Charles  Reed  has  led  an  active  and  strenuous  life  in  some  respects 
and  has  at  all  times  enjo>ed  the  absolute  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 
Asidt  frcrii  the  irtereit'!  already  mentioned  he  was  at  one  time  a  partner  in  a 
flour  an<i  fee<!  exchange  am!  aUo  st  r\ed  a*;  I'nited  State*;  K\]»re«';  Companv's 
agent  at  Waterhio.  He  was  lu  iee  elected  justice  ot  the  peace,  serving  eight 
years  altogether  and  the  discharge  of  his  duties  was  characterized  by  a  sense 
of  justice  and  discrimination  that  earned  the  commendation  of  all  familiar 
(29) 
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with  the  iinjcxediii^s  of  his  court.  He  a  memhvr  i>t  tin-  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder,  and  also  a  licvoied  niemlier  of  the  Grand 
Anny  of  the  RepuMic,  which  he  served  fts  commander  three  full  terms, 
filled  out  another  term  by  appointment  and  is  now  commander  of  the  posL 
His  integrity  of  principle  and  purity  of  motive  are  unquestioned  and  being  a 
man  of  splendid  disposition  he  is  conse<|uently  po|ndar  in  all  the  circles  in 
which  he  moves,  and  cminentlv  deservinj;  of  representation  among  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  of  his  community. 


GEORGE  W.  NEWCOMER. 

Among  the  successful  citizens  of  DeKalb  county  must  be  numbered  him 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.   After  a  period  of  years, 

duritif,'  which  hi  indefattgablv  labored  diona  n.t^ricultural  line<.  he  wa';  pros- 
pered to  a  5jr;itifying  de'^ree  and  is  now  ••nabhd  to  enjov  that  rest  wliich  iie 
so  richly  earned.  He  is  a  man  of  stanch  aiul  reliable  make-up  and  luis  won 
and  retains  the  highest  regard  of  those  who  know  him. 

George  W.  Newcomer,  one  of  the  well  known  and  popular  citizens  of 
Waterloo,  was  bom  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  day  of  April. 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Mary  (Wolfe)  Newcomer.  Christian 
Newcomer,  who  was  Inirn  in  Pennsylvania,  came  to  rrihimhiana  county. 
Ohio,  amMii-;  its  very  early  settlers.  In  i><i^7 -the  suhj^et'--  parents  moved 
to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  settling  on  section  2(),  Franklin  township,  where 
the  father  entered  eighty  acres  of  government  land  at  the  regulation  price 
of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre.  At  the  time  of  their  settlement  not  a 
stick  of  timber  had  been  cut  on  the  land  and  it  was  necessary  to  dear  a  spot 
before  a  cabin  could  he  erected.  .\  tree  located  en  the  site  of  the  cabin  was 
utilize*!  for  shingles,  tin-  <ittinip  of  the  same  being  converted  into  a  table  for 
family  use.  There  tlu-y  cstabhsijed  their  permanent  hotnc  and  reared  their 
children,  the  father  devoting  hi.s  energies  to  the  clearing  of  the  land  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  Christian  and  Mary  Newcomer  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  ten  grew  to  maturity,  and 
five  are  still  living.  Of  those  whu  n  aolird  adidt  years  the  following  mention 
mav  he  made:  Mrs.  Nancy  King  lived  in  W'aterhx*  until  hit  death:  Andrew 
diH  at  the  atrp  '^f  about  twenty  years;  Peggy  died  in  young  womanho(»d.  as 
did  Kale;  Harbar.k,  who  was  the  wife  of  (iabriel  Miller,  lived  in  different 
places  in  1>eKalb  county  and  is  now  deceased:  Mrs.  Mary  Camp  lives  at 
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F"airfieid  Center;  Maria  is  the  widow  of  Daniel  Gingerich,  and  lives  at 
Butler,  this  county;  Joseph  lives  in  Waterloo;  George  W.  and  Christian  also 
live  in  Waterlrx>. 

George  W.  Newcomer  had  but  little  ojj(j<irtunit>-  for  receiving  a  school 
education  in  his  youth,  but  he  did  learn  the  practical  duties  of  tiie  farm  and 
also  imbibed  those  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance  which  were  such  im- 
portant contributing  elements  to  his  subsec|uent  success,  lie  remained  at 
home  until  his  marriage  in  1872,  when  he  and  his  wife  moved  on  to  a  tract 
i»f  land  wliicli  he  owned.  This  land  represente<l  years  of  the  most  rigid 
economy  and  strenuous  effort  on  his  part.  He  first  secured  five  acres  in 
Fnuiktin  township  from  his  earnings  and  from  the  profits  derived  from  this 
land  he  bought  ten  acres  more  and  then  repeating  the  process  he  finally 
bought  ten  acres  at  a  time  until  he  eventually  owned  forty^five  acres  of 
land.  He  later  bought  five  acres  mr)re  from  his  father  from  which  to  get 
timber  to  build  a  bam.  He  worked  many  davs  for  tvvrntv  fuc  cinls  a  dav 
and  saved  money.  The  young  couple  startt-d  <'t\  iluir  niatriniunial  career 
with  very  little  in  the  way  of  home  comforts  ami  no  luxuries,  but  by  pluck, 
energy  and  good  management  they  prospered  until  eventually  Mr,  New- 
comer became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  This 
tract  is  now  divided  into  three  parcels  of  eighty  acres  each,  on  each  of  \<  hicl 
15  one  of  his  sons.  He  is  selling  the  land  to  these  sons  and  one  has  already 
paid  for  his  tract.  In  April,  ick>i,  Mr.  Ncwcfmicr  lunifjht  a  comfortable 
and  attractive  home  «»n  ihe  south  edge  of  Uniontown  on  an  eminence  over- 
looking the  valley  of  Cedar  Creek  acro^  from  Waterloo  and  there  he  now 
resides. 

On  April  4,  1872,  Mr.  Newcomer  married  liarbara  \'an  Horn,  who  was 
born  in  NoMc  county,  Indiana,  the  dauglitir  of  John  and  Annie  (Rosen- 
bergcr)  \'an  ilom.  Mr,  and  Mrs  \'aii  Horn  came  from  Chaml>er.s1nirg, 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  to  DeKalb  county  in  the  fall  of  1853,  driving 
through  with  teams  to  NoUe  county,  this  state.  There  they  entered  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  none  of  which  had  been  cleared,  and 
erected  a  cabin,  constructing  the  doors,  bedsteads  and  utensils  in  the  primi- 
tive manner  customary  in  thr^se  ilays,  the  cooking  being  done  by  the  fire- 
place and  the  illunnnation  of  the  cabin  being  provided  by  the  old-fashioned 
grease  lamp.    Mrs.  Newcomer's  mother  died  about  rn  Rice  county, 

Kansas,  and  her  father  died  about  eleven  months  later  at  .Aetna,  Newaygo 
county,  Michigan,  In  Ohio  John  Van  Horn  had  been  employed  in  the  coal 
mines  at  Chambersburg,  but  after  ccntiing  to  Indiana  he  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  farming.    He  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Methodist  cfaurclu 
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In  Ohio  Ik-  lunl  been  a  member  fif  tlic  Free  ami  Acceptctl  Masons  anrl  wn*'  a 
member  of  the  ( irand  Army  <tf  tlic  Republic,  the  membership  Ixjing  con- 
sistent from  the  fact  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Van  Hom'ft  respective  mothers  bore  the  maiden  names  of  Eliza- 
beth Hansdnian  and  Elizabeth  Htmsaker.  Mrs.  Newcomer  was  reared  in 
Mohle  county,  Indiana,  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  she  came  to  DeKatb 
county  and  lived  with  her  uncle,  (icors;e  \*an  TTnrn,  about  three  miles  east 
of  Waterloo,  in  W'ilmint^t  in  township,  until  her  marriatje.  To  Mr  aiul  Mrs. 
NcvvcouKT  have  been  born  six  children,  namely:  Charles  F.,  born  May  12, 
1873,  married  Effie  Mann,  of  Franklin  township,  the  daughter  of  Jehu  and 
Elizalieth  Mann.  To  them  have  been  born  five  children.  Marion.  Harold, 
Howard,  Grace  nnd  Gladys.  Charles  £.  Newcomer  has  bought  eighty  acres 
.of  land  from  bis  father;  T^na  L.  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Mary  M. 
first  married  Kd.  McKague,  by  whom  om'  child  was  born.  Blanche  Irene. 
After  Mr.  .McKajpie'^  death  she  became  the  wife  (^f  John  W.  Brown,  and 
they  now  live  in  Franklin  township,  this  county;  Arna  O.,  Ixjni  February  7, 
1879,  married  Ora  Hodges,  and  lives  on  eighty  acres  of  his  father's  farm, 
half  of  which  he  has  paid  for.  He  is  the  father  of  two  daughters,  Gertrude 
and  Mihlrcd.  (^ra  Htnlfies  wa»  the  daughter  of  James  and  Lois  (Holcomb) 
li('(lL;e>;  KImer  (i  Newcomer,  born  October  22.  1882.  marriH  Jiinia 
Schultz,  of  b'rankiiii  town'-liip.  (he  Hnnifhter  of  Allen  and  Amanda  (Mann) 
Schultz,  and  to  Mr,  and  Mrs.  iXewcomer  have  liven  lK>rn  three  children, 
Esther,  Arthur  and  Ralphs  Elmer  G.  Newcomer  is  operating  eighty  acres 
of  his  father's  farm  with  the  view  of  purchasing  the  same ;  William  L.  New> 
cotner,  born  May  J*.),  1893,  who  married  Mae  Kmm,  dauglitcr  of  Fugene 
and  Delia  (.Shultz)  Kmm,  of  Ashley.  DeKal!'  CMimrv,  on  neccmber  t8, 
1913,  is  assistjnir  hi*^  Irmtlier';  cm  tlie  farm;  N  irifii  aiul  \  ernon,  twins,  born 
July  29,  iSi<f.,  are  both  decease<l.  one  tlying  at  birth,  and  the  other  at  the  age 
of  five  months. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Newcomer  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons,  and  he  and  In's  wife  and  daughter.  Fotia.  are  members  of  the 
Order  of  the  Fastern  Sfnr.  A  well  balaticed  mind,  sound  and  practical  in- 
telligence and  mature  jtnl<^mcin  are  among  Mr  Newcomer's  prominent  char- 
acteristics, to  which  may  also  be  added  a  geniality  and  annabibty  of  dis- 
IMLsition  which  has  won  for  him  a  large  and  loyal  following  among  his 
acquaintances.  Though  now  retired  frcmi  active  business  pursuits,  he  still 
retains  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  and  unre- 
servedly gives  his  support  f-  e\  ery  movement  for  the  educational,  moral  or 
material  advancement  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
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HARVEY  T.  JUDSON. 

Gxicentradon  of  purpose  and  persistently  ap^ied  energy  rardy  fail  of 
success  in  the  accomplishment  of  any  task  and  when  we  examine  the  life 
record  of  Harvey  T.  Judson  in  order  to  rind  bow  lie  has  won  his  position 
among  the  substantial  residents  of  DeKalb  couuiy,  we  find  that  tlieae  liave 
been  strong  dements  in  his  business  career. 

Mr.  judson  was  bom  at  Butler,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana*  on  October 
20,  1882,  and  is  a  son  of  Cliarlcs  anil  T-illie  Belle  (Holcomb)  Judson.  The 
Judson  family  has  a  long  and  hoiioialile  lineage,  beinp:  (raced  hack  to  llie 
JiuImhi  wIio  came  to  this  country'  on  the  historic  "Mayftower"  m  aiul 
back  of  him  through  many  centuries  in  Kngland.  The  subject's  father, 
Charles  Judson,  came  to  DeKalb  coimty  in  1878  from  Bethel,  Connecticut, 
locating  at  Butler,  where  he  was  employed  as  an  engineer  on  the  Wabash 
railroad.  His  wife,  I.illic  Iklle  Holcomb,  was  a  native  of  Danbury,  Con- 
necticut. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judson  were  born  two  sons.  Harvey  T.,  the 
immediate  sithject  of  this  sketch,  and  Cicnrcre  R  .  who  was  born  on  June  2. 
i886,  and  who  is  now  manager  of  tin-  llijjiiland  I'ark  State  Rink  ai  Detroit, 
Michigan.  The  family  lived  at  Butler  until  al)out  1887,  when  they  moved 
to  Chicago,  and  from  there  to  Detroit  in  1890,  and  finally  to  Ashley.  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  m  1893. 

Harvey  T.  Judson  received  his  educatirm  in  the  common  schools,  and 
for  two  years  attended  the  high  scho<il  at  Ashley.  WTien  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  w^ent  to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  where  he  became  a  macliinist's 
apprentice  in  the  shops  of  the  Waliash  railroad.  Here  he  learned  his  trade 
thoroughly  and  for  a  few  months  was  employed  at  tt,  but  in  1903  he  became 
a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Walter  M.  I^wney  Chocolate  Ccnnpany,  his 
territory  covering  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Michigan.  Tn  this  line  he  was  eminently 
successful  so  that  in  January,  iQfxr,  bo  became  manager  of  the  Minneaprilis 
branch  for  (lie  Lowncy  pe.iple  In  tlie  rneantinic  Mr.  Judson  had  Ijcen  on 
the  watch  for  an  available  opportunity  to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  and 
in  May,  19 10,  he  came  to  Auburn  and  established  himself  here.  He  has  a 
splendid  store  well  fitted  up  and  stocked  with  a  well  selected  line  of  goods, 
and  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business  he  has  been  able  to  cater 
to  the  wants  of  the  public  in  a  way  that  ha-*  attrnctefi  to  him  a  larprc  patron- 
age. He  is  eminently  ptiblic-spirited  in  his  attitude  toward  local  affairs  and 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Auburn  Commercial  Oub,  Though  not  long  a 
resident  of  Auburn,  he  has  already  earned  and  commands  the  mifcserved  con- 
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fitUiue  atKi  i;(.(k1  will  t.t  the  business  men  of  the  city  and  others  who  have 
had  dealings  with  him. 

Politically,  Mr.  Judson  gives  bis  support  to  the  Democratic  party, 
tiiough  too  busy  a  man  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  pditical  aif  airs.  Socially 
he  and  his  wife  move  in  the  Ijest  circles  of  the  city  and  are  deservedly 
popular  among  their  friends  and  acquaintances. 

On  January  i6,  19^14.  Mr  Jiifl'^on  marrifd  Malxl  Camp,  daughter  of 
Aaron  W.  and  Amanda  Kiicn  (  Husschiian )  Camp,  who  was  born  September 
10,  1884,  in  Smithfield  township,  a  sketcli  of  whose  parents  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  Mrs.  Judson  was  reared  in  Smithfield  township  and 
received  a  good  education,  being  a  graduate  of  the  Ashley  high  school. 
She  is  a  lady  of  charming  personality  and  is  the  center  of  the  social  circle 
in  which  >hc  nioxes  Prr-:< .nrilly.  Mr.  Jud^mi.  Irv  his  straif^'htffirwanl  life, 
correct  bii^incs-,  nu-lhod.s  and  strict  integrity,  has  earned  the  commendation 
of  his  fellows  antl  is  rightfully  numbered  among  the  representative  men  of 
his  community. 


LEANDER  S.  GOODWIN. 

The  most  daborate  history  is  necessarily  an  abri<^[ment,  the  historian 
being  compelled  to  select  his  facts  and  materials  from  a  multitude  of  details. 
So  in  every  life  of  honor  and  usefulness  the  biographer  finds  no  dearth  of 
incident,  and  yet  in  summinj^  np  llie  orerr  of  any  tnan  the  writer  needs 
touch  only  the  most  salient  points,  giving  one  the  keynote  of  his  character,  but 
eliminating  much  tliat  is  superfluous.  Consequently  in  calling  the  reader's^ 
attenticm  to  the  life  record  of  the  bte  Leander  S.  Goodwin  no  attempt  shall 
be  made  to  recount  all  the  important  acts  in  his  useful  life,  nor  recite  every 
interesting  incident  in  his  somewluit  remarkable  career,  for  it  is  deemed  that 
only  a  few  of  them  will  suffice  ti>  show  him  to  Ik-  cntin  ly  worthy  of  a  place 
in  this  vohimc  along  with  his  fell(>ws  of  high  standing;  and  rcto^iized  worth, 
men  whose  names  Iwve  figured  prominently  in  the  attairs  of  DeKalb  county 
in  the  generations  that  are  passed. 

Leander  S.  Goodwin  was  bom  on  August  23,  1846,  in  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (GofKl)  Goodwin.  Samuer 
(ioo<Iwin,  who  was  born  in  Ctritrr  county,  Pennsylvania,  "U  October  16, 
1815,  was  the  second  son  in  a  family  of  'ieven  children,  Ixm  ii>  David  and 
Catherine  (Zimmerman)  Goodwin,  al.so  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  In 
1822  David  and  Catherine  Goodwin  moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  antf 
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later  to  Ashland  county,  this  state,  where  Samuel  grew  to  manhood.  In 
1843  he  was  married  to  F.lizabcth  Good,  and  settled  in  Ashland  county, 
where  they  lived  until  when  they  moved  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 

settling  on  a  farm  in  Union  township,  where  they  ma<le  their  permanent 
bumc.  At  that  time  their  farm  was  densely  covered  with  timber  and  titc 
task  of  dearing  the  land  and  putting  it  in  shape  for  cultivation  was  one  of 
large  proportions,  but^  not  discouiaged  fay  the  outlook,  Mr.  Goodwin,  by 
Arenuous  and  persistent  labor,  cleared  the  land  and  in  the  course  of  time  had 
one  of  the  Ix'st  famis  in  this  l<x:ality,  the  improvement  consisting  of  a  large, 
conifcjrtablc  residence  and  dllier  substantial  farm  IniihUngs.  He  acctunu- 
lated  a  valuable  projKTty  and  was.  able  to  spend  his  later  years  in  compara- 
tive ease.  His  wife  died  in  1865,  leaving  five  children:  Mrs.  Mary  £. 
Keck,  Leander  S.,  Joseph  W.,  Mrs.  Lucy  George  and  Mrs.  Alice  Atwood 
Otnuninga.  Leander  S.  (loodwin  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  farm  in 
Union  township,  and  in  tin-  fall  of  1867  he  married  Rebecca  Hively,  who 
was  reared  a  short  distance  west  of  Waterloo,  bein^  a  daufrhter  of  David 
and  Leah  (Oayliutt)  i lively,  who  came  from  Pennsylvania  and  probably 
lived  In  Colunibiana  county,  Ohio,  until  their  remoiral  to  DeiCalb  county. 
They  located  about  one  and  one^half  miles  west  of  Waterloo  some  time  before 
the  Civil  war  and  became  known  as  substantial  and  progressive  citizens  of 
the  community.  After  Leander  (loodwin  was  married  he  followed  farming 
a  number  of  years,  then  engagetl  in  the  meat  business  in  Waterloo,  thoug;h 
als(;  handling  agricultural  implements.  In  all  the  enterprises  to  which  he 
addressed  himself  he  met  with  gratifying  success  and  was  for  a  number  of 
years  counted  a  representative  citizen  of  his  community  because  of  the 
active  part  he  took  in  its  progress  and  improvement  and  the  substantial  quali- 
ties of  character  which  he  possessed.  Politically,  he  was  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  tbi'  T'Ic])nhlican  party  and  at  one  time  '^erved  a^  (Ii>orkeeper  nf  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  Indianajxilis  To  his  union  with  Relx'cca  finely 
were  born  tiie  following  children:  iuta.  the  wife  of  Uaniel  HIicker,  of 
Waterloo;  Ella,  wife  of  Clyde  V.  Reed,  of  Waterloo;  Alvin,  of  Pleasant 
Lake,  and  Samuel,  of  Waterkx>.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
1884,  and  in  1890  Mr.  Goodwin  married  Jennie  Lawhead,  to  whom  were 
born  three  children,  Martha.  Jay  and  Willie.  Mr.  Goodwin  died  in  1898, 
and  his  death  was  considered  a  distinct  Iriss  to  the  commnnitv  Religiously, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  I'nited  brethren  church  until  the  division  in  tliat 
society.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  <iualitie$  of  character  and  impressed  his 
persoiiality  on  the  ctmimunity  to  a  marked  d^ree.    His  widow  and  her 
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three  children  now  live  on  the  old  honie  place  at  the  western  edge  of  the 
town  of  Waterloo.  Mr.  Goodwin's  life  was  replete  with  duty  well  and  con- 
scientiously performed  in  all  relations.  He  was  not  a  man  to  shrink  from 
duty,  however  iffcaotne  or  dangerous,  and  possessed  the  traits  that  wm  in  life's 
affairs.  He  is  emtnetitly  deserving  of  representation  in  a  work  of  this  char- 
acter. 


HUGH  R.  CULBERTSON. 

1  he  gentleman  to  a  review  of  whose  life  the  reader's  attention  is  here- 
with directed  is  rect).i,Miized  as  one  of  the  cner^tic,  well  known  busijiess  men 
of  Attfnirn,  who  by  his  enterprise  and  j^rojjres'iive  methods  has  contributed  in 
a  material  way  to  the  commercial  advameiiunt  ot  ilio  city,  besitles  tilling 
worthily  tlie  responsible  ixjsiiion  of  nuiyor  of  the  city,  in  tlie  courjic  of  an 
honorable  career  he  has  been  successful  in  the  lines  to  which  his  efforts  have 
been  directed  and  enjoys  distinctive  prestige  among  the  representative  men 
of  his  city  and  county. 

Hugh  K.  CuHiert>?f>n  was  l>orn  on  hi^  fnther's  farm  in  Concord  town- 
shij),  DeKalb  coiini\,  liuii.iiia.  "U  April  <).  iX^T,,  and  h  a  son  of  Rolx;rt  and 
Margaret  (Robinson;  Lulbcrtson.  Roixrt  Culbertson  was  a  native  of  the 
state  of  Ohio,  but  was  numbered  among  tiie  pioneers  of  DeKalb  county, 
owning  a  good  farm  in  Concord  township.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
the  mbjcet's  mother,  he  married  Afrs.  Sidney  Brown,  widow  of  Samud 
Brown.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  advancing  years  compelled  him  to 
relinquish  active  labor,  and  he  went  to  live  with  .1  daughter,  Mrs.  Welch,  in 
Jackson  ti>\viishii>,  wliere  his  death  occurre<l  liis  widow  was  stricken  with 
paralysis  in  her  oUl  age  and  was  thereafter  tared  lor  by  her  son,  Merman  L. 
Brown,  until  her  death,  whkh  occurred  in  1910.  Hugh  R.  Culbertson  is  one 
of  seven  children  bom  to  his  parents,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Zephan- 
iah  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shtloh;  Mary 
Jane,  who  is  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  Owens,  of  Jackson  township, 
this  county;  Tames,  who  died  in  tlie  later  eighties,  was  a  \  eteran  of  the  C'ivil 
war.  ami  afterwards  lived  in  Auburn,  where  he  owne<i  a  go<xi  brick  resi- 
dence at  the  comer  of  Main  and  Tenth  streets;  Emily  became  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Wekh  and  they  lived  in  Jackson  township^  this  county,  until  Mr. 
Welch's  health  failed,  when  th«y  moved  to  Auburn,  where  lie  died.  She 
later  married  Charles  Jenkins,  ex-county  clerk  and  succcssftd  grocer  at  Au' 
bum. 
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Hugh  R.  Culbertson  spent  his  boyhood  and  young  imnhoQd  on  the 

home  farm  in  Concord  township,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  that  iieifjhliorhood.  After  his  marriage,  in  1875,  he  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account  nnd  wus  so  engaged  until  1881,  when  lie  went  to 
Columbia  City,  this  state,  and  was  employed  in  tlie  implement  and  buggy 
buabess.  In  August  of  the  aaine  year  he  came  to  Auburn  and  bought  an 
interest  in  a  hardware  store  in  partnership  with  D.  D.  Snyder,  and  handled  a 
regular  line  of  hardware  as  w  til  as  farm  machinery.  In  the  fall  of  1884  the 
hardware  stock  was  sold  to  W.  H.  Kibhlinger.  Messrs.  Cullx*rtson  and  Sny- 
der continuing  the  implement  business  together  until  Mr.  Snyder  S(jkl  his 
interest  in  the  business  to  W.  li.  Brown.  Cullx-rtson  &  Brown  c(>ntinued 
together  until  1891,  when  they  added  a  hartlware  department  and  took  in  M, 
Boland  as  a  partner.  A  few  years  later  Culhertson  and  Boland  bought 
Brown's  interest  and  ran  the  business  until  September  4.  1904,  when  the 
Culbertson  Hardware  Comjiany  was  incorporated,  with  Hugh  R  rull)crtson 
as  the  i>rinri|>al  stockholder,  the  remaining  stock  being  held  by  K.  IX  Welch 
and  1'  1".  Dragfw.  In  rqoH  Mr.  Welch  «;o1d  his  stock  to  Mr.  Dragf»o.  The 
company  has  a  jiaid-up  capital  stock  of  seven  thousimd  dollars,  and  carries  a 
large  at^  complete  line  of  all  kinds  of  shdf  and  heavy  hardware^  as  well  as 
agricultural  implements  and  farm  machinery.  The  retail  store  is  located  on 
the  north  side  of  the  public  square  and  a  large  wareroom  is  maintained  at 
the  comer  of  Seventh  and  Hast  streets.  In  1891  Mr.  Ctdbertson  erected  a 
large  and  attractive  home  at  the  romer  of  Second  and  Main  streets,  which  is 
considered  one  of  the  handsome>t  homes  in  Aidntrn.  The  splendid  succet.^ 
which  attended  Mr.  Culbcrtson's  business  efforts  came  as  the  result  only  of 
the  most  persistent  energy  and  indefatigable  efforts,  and  all  that  he  has  today 
has  been  honesdy  earned.  His  business  record  here  has  been  characterized  by 
the  strictest  integrity  of  word  and  deed  and  no  man  enjoys  to  a  greater 
extent  the  confidcucc  and  i^ond  will  of  the  people. 

A  Republican  in  his  ])olitical  atTdiations.  Mr.  Culbertson  has  for  manv 
yejirs  i«en  an  ardent  supporter  and  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  or- 
ganizatioa  He  has  a  number  of  times  served  as  a  delegate  to  state  conven- 
tions and  was  an  alternate  dd^te  to  the  national  convention  which  nom> 
mated  William  Howard  Taft  for  the  Presidency.  In  the  fall  of  iqoq  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Auburn  after  a  most  spirited  contest.  The  ret^ular  election 
resulted  in  a  tie  vote  between  the  two  leadintf  candidates  for  tlie  mayoralty, 
despite  the  fact  tliai  the  city  is  normally  Democratic  by  one  hundred  votes. 
A  special  election  was  then  called  and  Mr.  Culbertson  was  then  elected  by  a 
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ma  jority  of  twenty-two  votes.  His  term  will  expire  on  January  i,  1914.  I  ra- 
trrnallv ,  Mr  CulinTtson  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Onler  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  ilie  Kniijhts  of  Pythias.  Mrs.  Culbertson  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  diurch. 

In  187s  Hugh  R.  Culbertson  was  married  to  Harriett,  the  adopted 
daughter  of  James  Dragoo.  Mr.  Dragoo  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  this  county, 
havinj,'  come  from  Hayesville,  Ohio,  in  1837  and  entered  government  land  in 
Jackson  and  Ci'iiK  ril  town-^liips  Hi  became  a  successful  farmer  and  busi- 
ness man,  -.hipiiinir  lari^r  imrilKT'-  of  live  5tnck  to  Eastern  markets,  and  he 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  civic  lite  ut  the  coinirumuy.  He  was  the  fatlu  r  of 
two  children  and  also  adopted  three  girls,  whom  he  reared  with  the  sauie  care 
and  attention  as  if  they  had  been  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood.  Mrs.  Culbertson 
was  bom  in  the  southeastern  part  of  DeBCalb  county.  Her  father  died  when 
she  wa<^  a  little  i^irl  and  she  was  reared  in  the  Dragoo  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Culbertson  have  a  daughter,  Nellie,  bom  on  March  10,  1896. 


JAMES  CHAPMAN, 

Of  those  who  liave  seen  the  wonderful  development  of  northeastern 
Indiana  from  the  swamps  and  primeval  forests  and  who  have  played  weU 
their  parts  in  the  great  tmdertaking,  none  deserve  special  mention  in  a 
historical  work  better  than  James  Chapman,  whose  com  c  rsation  is  at  once 
instnictive  and  interesting  as  he  recalls  the  pioneer  days,  the  times  when 
there  were  only  log  school  houses,  with  punchmn  floors  and  crrensed  paper 
for  window  panes,  the  long  miles  of  endless  w(X)<is,  large  number.',  ot  deer 
and  other  wild  animals  whidi  haunted  the  forests  at  that  remote  pericxi,  and 
ol  the  days  when  civilization  first  attempted  to  reclaim  these  kinds,  turning 
them  into  fine  farms,  where  plenty  and  Imppiness  now  abound. 

-\Ir.  Chapman  was  born  on  March  23.  1827,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Ftinicf  f  Boyle)  riiapmnn.  Jr>hn  Chapman  was 
born  probably  near  Reaver  I'alls,  Pennsylvania.  an<l  f'ainicc  Boyle,  who  also 
was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state,  was  of  Irish  parentage.  She  and  John 
Chapman  were  married  in  their  native  state  and  snhsequently  moved  to 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  locating  near  MassiUon.  When  James  Chapman  was 
about  seven  years  old  they  moved  to  that  part  of  Richland  county  which 
afterwards  l)ecame  Ashland  c<'nntv,  Ohio,  where  the  parent^-  Itvcfl  fr>r  many 
years  and  reared  their  family.    In  October.  1852,  they  moved  to  Allen 
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cXMtnty,  Indiana,  locating  three  mtks  southeast  of  Huntertown,  where  the 
parents  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  and  where  John  Chapman  successfully 

follow  1(1  fanning  fxirsuits  jamfs  ("hapman  lived  on  the  home  farm  until 
ci^iitcfii  vrars  nf  aii<l  tluMi  '^Aw  his  attention  to  carpenter  work  in  which, 
he  became  an  exi>ert  atid  in  which  lie  was  successful.  Mis  fatlier  nut  only 
conducted  the  home  farm  but  gave  consideraUe  attention  to  veterinary  work 
and  was  very  successful  in  the  treatment  of  dumb  animals,  especially  horses. 
In  addition  to  carpenter  work  James  Chapman  engaged  in  the  buying  and 
sellinf^  of  all  kinds  of  live  sttick  and  also  handled  grain,  wool  and  other  com- 
modities in  large  amounts.  .\n  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  operations  may  be 
gained  from  tlie  statement  thiii  in  one  year  he  bougiit  and  sold  over  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  wool,  and  in  one  year  sheared  twenty- 
five  hundred  sheep  which  he  had  bought,  shipping  the  wool  to  New  York; 
and  Philadelphia.  In  Mr.  Chapman  came  to  Waterkko  and  bought  a. 
farm  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  the  southeastern  section  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, and  here  he  carried  on  farming  and  made  his  home  for  about  twenty 
years,  at  ihc  same  time  dealing  in  livestock.  Alunit  1003  Mr.  Chapman 
moved  into  the  town  of  Waterloo,  where  he  has  suice  resided,  and  about 
1909,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  yearsy  he  retired  from  active  business  and  has 
since  been  liviog  quietly  in  his  beautiful  and  attractive  home  here.  Politically 
Mr.  Chapman  was  in  early  life  a  Democrat,  but  after  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  or  rather  the  first  Lincoln  campaign,  he  has  been  allied  with 
the  latter  party  and  has  been  ardent  in  its  support.  His  life  has  been  a  busy 
one  and  he  has  been  closely  identified  in  many  ways  with  important  business 
interests,  having  carried  on  many  and  diverse  lines  of  business  at  the  same 
time.  He  was  an  honest  and  energetic  man  and  at  all  times  commanded  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  His  last  active  work  was  to 
superintend  the  erection  of  the  very  pleasant  and  modern  house  in  which  he- 
now  resides,  the  place  heing  provided  with  all  up-to date  conveniences,  and* 
being  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home.  Mr.  Chapman  is  now  the  oldest 
man  living  in  Waterloo  and  until  he  suffered  from  an  attack  of  la  gripiie  three 
years  ago,  he  was  remarkably  active  for  his  age,  and  even  now  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years  his  eyesight  and  hearing  are  only  lightly  impaired  and  his 
memory  very  good. 

On  October  28,  1852.  Mr.  Ch.ipman  married  Nancy  Iolm-,on,  whose 
father.  Roljert  Johnson,  came  from  couniy  Cork,  Ireland,  being  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  Nancy  Johnson  was  born  and  reared  in  Richland,  afterward 
Ashland,  county,  Ohio,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage  and  for  a  short 
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time  afterward.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  were  born  five  children: 
Eunice  Josephine,  the  wife  of  Robert  Underwood,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  and  she  now  lives  at  Denver.  Colorado;  she  has  a  daut^'htcr,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Railey,  of  Denver,  who  iias  uiic  son,  Robert  Martin  Raiiey ;  Laura,  who  re- 
mains luinmrried,  lives  with  her  fatiMr  in  Waterloo  and  has  charge  of  the 
home  and  assists  her  father  in  the  management  of  his  affairs;  Emma  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Marshall  Lewis  and  lives  in  Franklin  township,  five  miles 
from  Waterloo:  she  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Krod  and  h"i.  tlie  tatter 
being  the  wife  of  Milton  W'iler  antl  the  mother  <  1  three  children,  I'.silier. 
-■\lfrcd  and  liert  Lewis;  Cicorgc  Wilbur  <iietl  at  tiie  age  ot  niiitUcn  years  ami 
Robert  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Chapman  died  in  October,  1904,  just  twenty- 
four  days  prior  to  the  fifty-second  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  She  was 
a  utiiiian  of  matiy  f^'racious  (|u.-dities  of  head  and  heart  and  was  beloved  by 
the  entire  comnnmity  in  which  she  had  spent  SO  many  active  and  h;i|>i»v  vcars. 
Mr.  Chapman  is  widely  kmnvri  fr^r  hi<  kindly  qualities  and  liospitalily.  net 
worthy  person  ever  having  left  his  door  unfed  and  his  lugh  standing  among 
the  people  of  ttiis  locality  shows  how  well  hist  life  has  been  spent,  for  he  is 
appreciated  for  his  line  personal  qualities  and  for  the  active  part  he  has  taken 
in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  the  various  communities  in  which  he 
has  lived. 


JAMES  CRAIG  DAY. 

Among  the  strong  and  influential  citizens  of  DeKalh  cotmty  the  record 
of  who,sc  lives  have  heroine  an  essential  jKirt  of  the  historv  of  this  section, 
the  gcntienian  whose  name  forms  tlie  caption  of  tins  l)iograplucal  record 
occupies  a  prominent  place  and  for  years  has  exerted  a  Iieneficial  influence 
here.  His  chief  characteristics  seem  to  be  keenness  of  perception,  a  tireless 
energy,  honesty  of  purpose  and  motive  and  every-day  common  sense,  which 
have  enabled  him  not  only  to  advance  his  interests,  but  also  to  largely  con- 
tribute tf>  the  moral  and  material  advancement  of  the  community. 

James  Craig  Day,  the  leading  hardware  dealer  at  Waterloo,  Indiana, 
was  born  at  Mansfield.  Ohio,  on  May  18,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  C. 
and  Blaty  (Catebeer)  Day.  Henry  C  Day  was  a  native  of  Pennsyhranlat 
and  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  in  an  early  day,  where  he  was  reared 
and  received  his  education,  and  here  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Casebeer,  who  was  bom  at  Crestline,  Ohio,  near  Mansfield.   James  C  Day 
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vos  reared  to  manhood  at  MansHeld,  where  he  attended  the  public  !M:hi>ols, 
and  was  afterward  a  student  in  the  college  at  Oherlin,  that  state.  Upon 
compicling  his  collegiate  studic;.  he  spent  alxiut  a  year  on  the  paternal  farm- 
stead, and  then,  in  the  spring  oi  1881,  he  came  to  Waterloo,  Indiana,  and  m 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Frank  P.  Day,  started  in  the  hardware  business. 
Two  years  later  the  brothers  went  to  Kansas,  where  Frank  engaged  in 
business  at  Kingman  and  remained  there  the  rest  of  his  life.  James  C 
«iigag«l  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Carden  Ctty»  but  about  four  years  later 
returned  to  DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  for  a  year  was  enisraged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Fairfield  township.  In  the  sprin-;  nf  iXHg  he  canu-  to 
Waterloo  and  bought  the  hardware  business  owned  by  tlie  VV.  H.  Kibblinger 
estate,  and  has  continued  to  conduct  this  business  e\'er  since,  a  period  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  During  this  time  he  has  not  only  built  up  a 
large  and  profitable  business,  but  has  also  by  his  persistent  in<lustry.  good 
business  methods  and  nprisihl  life  wi>n  the  res|)ect  and  h'l'^h  rc.uard  nf  tlie 
entire  community.  H<.'  caniu-.  a  lar.m.'  and  well  -elected  line  or'  ^lielt  and 
heavy  liardware,  sucii  as  is  demanded  by  tlie  l<Kal  trade,  and  tlie  keynote  of 
his  success  here  has  been  that  he  endeavors  to  please  every  customer  who 
enters  his  door. 

In  1887,  soon  after  Mr.  Day's  return  from  Kansas,  he  was  unitc<l  in 
marriage  with  Jennie  Lockhart.  who  was  born  m  Sinitlificld  town.ship,  De- 
Kalb  county,  Indiana,  a  daiiErhter  of  William  C"  and  Mary  (Spencer)  Lock- 
hart.  The  latter  died  wiien  .Mrs.  Day  was  bui  i  l)al)y  of  two  years  oi  age, 
and  the  latter  was  reared  by  Mr.  Lockhart's  second  wife.  William  C 
Lodchart  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  influential  citizens  in  his  section  of 
the  county,  and  is  mentioned  in  a  personal  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  Day  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  |K)ssessing  many  excellent 
qualities  of  head  and  luart  wliich  have  commended  her  to  tin  ,f,'<,nd  opinion 
of  tliose  witii  when'  --he  come-  in  Contact.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  has  been 
born  one  son,  \\  iliiaiu  C,  born  December  19.  1894,  who  is  now  completing 
the  last  year  of  his  high  school  work  in  the  Waterloo  public  schools. 

James  C.  Day  has  taken  an  intelligent  and  commendable  interest  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  communis  and  though  not  a  seeker  of  public  oflfice,  he 
was  persuaded  to  accept  the  [>osition  of  treasurer  of  \\'aterl()(>  for  a  two- 
year  term,  and  so  satisfactory  was  his  administraiion  that  lu-  was  re-elicted 
for  a  second  term,  discharging  his  otYicial  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  at  Waterloo,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  working  of  that  order» 
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■while  relij,ninisly.  he  and  his  wife  are  earne?;t  and  consi<;!ent  members  of  the 
Preshytenan  church.  r,cnial  and  ciini])ani(inaltli-.  tlu'\-  ciijov  the  triciidship 
of  a  large  circle  ot  friends  in  the  cumnuinity  and  are  numbered  among 
Waterloo's  best  dtiiens. 


COLONEL  E.  MONTAVON. 

In  every  life  of  honor  and  usefulness  there  is  no  dearth  of  incident,  yet 
in  summing  up  the  career  of  any  man  the  writer  needs  touch  only  those 

sahent  points  whicli  give  the  keynote  to  liis  character.  Thus  in  giving  the 
life  record  of  O>lon«l  I'  Mciitnvon  '^ufficiint  will  he  said  to  show,  what  all 
who  know  him  will  t  reel\-  aci |iiie-ce  in,  tliat  he  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Deivalb  county. 

Cdlond  E.  Montavon,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Waterloo,  Indiana,  was  bom  on  December 
SI,  1861,  at  Fremont,  this  state,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Catherine  (Christ) 
Montavon.  Peter  Montavon  was  lK)ni  at  Alsace,  France,  and  was  a  man 
of  sjfkndid  intellectual  attainments,  being  alilc  to  <jH'ak  «even  different 
languages  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  cuining  to  AnK-rica  he  was 
employed  in  a  number  of  cities  of  this  country.  On  August  5,  1856,  when 
twenty>six  years  old,  he  married  Mrs.  Catherine  (Christ)  Fluery,  who  was 
then  but  eighteen  years  old.  She  was  born  in  Puns,  France,  and  in  young 
girlhood  married  Joseph  Fluery.  who  was  employed  later  at  a  lime  kiln  in 
Detroit,  where  he  fell  into  the  kiln  and  was  burned  to  death  To  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Montavon  were  horn  I  wo  eliiidren:  Frank  and  C  .  F..  the  former  dvini,' 
in  1876  and  the  latter  l)eing  tlie  nnmediate  subject  of  this  sketch.  Peter 
Montavon  moved  around  quite  a  good  deal,  following  his  trade,  having  lived 
at  Quincy,  Coidwater  and  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  and  at  Fremont  and  Ai^oia, 
Indiana,  as  well  as  other  places,  and  in  1869  was  at  Toledo.  In  that  year 
Daniel  Till,  of  Waterloo,  was  running  a  hardware  store  and  .shoe  shop  and 
employed  si.\  men  in  lii^  line  of  wf»rk  He  hired  Mr  Montavon  to  come 
here  as  foreman  of  his  shop  and  to  serve  as  exi)ert  cutter  of  leather.  Here 
he  remained  and  later  started  a  shop  of  his  own  at.a  time  when  shoes  were 
all  made  by  hand  and  he  employed  six  men  in  their  manufacture.  At  one  time 
about  thirty  shoemakers  were  employed  in  the  various  shops  in  Waterloo. 
Peter  Montavon  continued  in  the  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
4m  November  23,  1905. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SBKAU  COUNTV,  INDIANA; 


Colonel  E.  Montavon  learned  his  trade  under  his  father's  direction  and 
was  afterwards  for  awhile  employed  in  a  harness  shop,  in  June,  1883,  at  a 
time  when  the  harness  business  wa>  dull,  an  old  friend  of  hi^.  fames  Bow- 
man, who  was  running  a  dairy  and  needed  help,  prevailed  on  Mr.  Motilavon 
to  go  to  the  dairy  and  help  him  for  a  few  days,  which  the  latter  consented  to 
do,  btit  at  the  end  of  that  period  Mr.  Bowman  insisted  on  the  young  man 
remaining  with  him.  Montavon  was  unused  to  outdoor  work,  but  he  did  his 
best  and  soon  became  accustomed  to  the  new  cf>nditions.  0\vin<,'  to  Mr. 
Bowman's  paralysis,  the  women  had  been  dnin*;;  the  iiiilkinjr.  but  when  Mr. 
Montavon  learned  how  to  do  it,  he  told  them  milking  was  nt)  (xrcupation  for 
a  woman  and  he  would  do  it  alL  In  October,  1883,  Mr  Montavon  married 
his  employer's  daughter,  Sarah  I.  Bowman,  and  soon  afterwards  Mr.  Bow- 
man offered  to  sell  him  a  half  interest  in  the  dairy  and  let  him  work  and  pay 
for  his  interest  out  of  the  profits  of  the  husiiK^>  After  that  contract  was 
carried  nut,  Mr.  Bowman  sold  the  remaining  halt  to  him  in  a  way  in  wiiich 
he  could  pay  for  it  and  later  he  sold  him  a  halt  interest  in  the  home  place  and 
finally  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montavon  became  the  owners  of  the  entire  place,  com- 
prising about  thirty  acres,  located  at  the  edge  of  Waterloo.  The  place  is 
very  degantiy  located  overkioktng  the  valley  of  Cedar  creek,  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  coziest  and  mcKst  attractive  Htde  places  in  this  locality. 
In  the  spring  of  1906  ^Tr  Nfontavon  sold  his  dairy  and  continued  the  shoe 
shop  formerly  owned  t)v  liis  father,  which  he  still  operates  and  in  which  he 
has  achieved  a  defuiite  .>uccess. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montavon  have  been  bcn-n  two  daughters  and  a  son, 
namely:  Haad  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Duncan,  Jr.,  lives  in  Waterloo  and 
tiicy  have  one  daughter,  Cyril ;  Mabel  aitd  Waldo  arc  both  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  iNIontavnn  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  1902  and  i')<)3  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  \\'aterl(M)  town 
couikH,  being  president  of  the  board  in  i^jo^.  In  the  fall  of  1910  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Lodge  No.  221,  and  has  been  through 
all  the  chairs,  l>eing  now  a  member  of  the  grand  lo<lge  of  lndi.ma.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Ix>dge  No.  307,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Waterloo, 
and  is  a  tiiemher  of  the  grand  lodge  in  that  order.  He  has  been  chief  of  the 
Waterloo  fire  department  for  sc\en  years.  He  is  regarded  by  all  as  upright 
and  honest  in  all  his  business  relations  and  he  has  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends  tiiroughout  the  county. 
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OLIVER  H.  WIDNEY. 

The  respert  which  should  always  he  accorded  the  brave  sons  of  the 
North  who  leit  homes  and  the  ]K"acftu!  pursuits  of  civil  life  to  give  their 
services,  and  tiieir  lives  if  need  be,  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  American 
Union  is  certainly  due  the  gentleman  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  life  the 
following  lines  are  devoted.  He  proved  his  love  and  loyalty  to  the  .gov- 
ernment on  the  long  and  tiresome  marches  in  all  kinds  of  situations,  exposed 
to  siiTtimcr  s  withering  heat  and  winter's  freezing  cold,  on  the  lonely  picket 
line,  a  target  for  the  misstlc  of  the  unseen  foe.  on  the  tented  fnld  and  amid 
the  flame  an<l  smoke  ui  battle,  where  tlje  rattle  of  the  musketry,  mingled 
with  the  terrible  concussion  of  the  bursting  shell  and  the  deep  diapason  of 
the  cannon's  roar,  made  up  the  suMime  but  awful  chorus  of  death.  To  the 
heroes  of  1861-5  the  country  is  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  whidt  it  can  never 
repay,  and  future  generations  will  commemorate  their  achievements  in  fitting 
eulogy  and  tell  uf  iheir  heroic  deetb  ?n  ■^tory  and  in  son?  AniMnq;  the  hon- 
ored veterans  of  the  Civil  war  and  respected  citizens  of  DeKalb  county.  Indi- 
ana, none  occupies  a  iugher  place  in  popular  esteem  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  appears  above,  and  who,  now  retired  from  active  business  affairs,  is 
living  quietly  at  Auburn,  secure  in  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Oliver  IT.  Widney  was  horn  near  Xrwville,  IVKalb  county.  Indiana,  on 
the  rjlh  ot  November,  184).  and  is  a  stm  ot  John  V.  \Vi(hiey.  a  sketeli  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  When  the  suliject  was  alxnit  two  years 
old  the  family  moved  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  H.  M.  Widney  fruit 
farm,  near  St.  Joe,  this  county,  and  in  1851  they  moved  to  Auburn,  the  sub- 
ject's father  having  been  elected  count \  clerk.  In  the  fall  of  1856  the  family 
returned  to  the  farm,  where  Mr.  \Vi<lncy  grew  to  manhood  Ifi-  had  rc- 
ceive<l  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  snppletiientiin:  this 
by  four  terms'  attendance  at  the  Xewville  Academy,  with  the  intention  of 
taking  up  the  study  of  law.  However,  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion interrupted  his  plans,  and  on  August  7,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  H,  Eighty-eighth  Regiment.  Indiana  X'olunteer  Infantry,  which 
command  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  ruml>erland.  The  regiment  first 
wont  to  Tamp  Mien,  at  Ff>rf  \\'avne.  thence  to  Camp  Morton,  at  Indianaj>- 
olis.  W'iu  n  t!ic-  I  .titcderalc  <  iciicral  1'ragg  made  his  advance  on  l.t>uisville. 
the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  was  sent  to  that  city  to  assist  in  its  defense.  The 
command  took  part  in  the  Buell-Bragg  campaign,  and.  in  October,  1862. 
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was  in  the  battle  of  Perrysvillc.  After  that  battle,  Mr.  Widney  was  taken 
with  chronic  diarrhoea  and  wa<  cotifnicil  in  a  lM-]iifal  at  Danville.  Kentucky. 
When  partially  rccoM-rcd  he  and  a  mnnber  oi  other  convalescent  soldiers 
paid  all  their  cash  iu  order  to  get  to  Lebanon,  where  ihey  rejoined  their 
foment.  Going  with  the  command  to  Tyree  Springs,  they  crossed  the  river 
from  Nashville  just  before  the  battle  of  Murphreesboro.  There  Mr.  Widney 
became  so  ill  from  his  sickness  Uiat  he  became  unconscious  and  was  left  by 
his  comrades,  wlio  were  then  maneuvering  ncfainst  (he  enemy,  \f\vr  awhile 
the  wann  sun  revived  him  in  a  measure  and  tor  Imuj.s  In-  wandcrcil  aim- 
lessly about,  unconscious  ot  his  actions.  Eventually  he  was  found  and  taken 
into  the  city  of  Nashville,  where  he  lay  on  the  sidewalk  until  evening,  when 
he  was  taken  into  the  court  house.  After  the  battle  a  comrade,  Dyer  Mat- 
thews, and  others  returned  to  where  they  had  left  Mr.  Widney  for  the  pur- 
pose of  burying  him,  expecting  to  linrl  him  dead.  Afterwards  they  joked 
him  as  being  unreliable,  because  he  ran  away  from  his  own  funernl.  At 
Nashville,  Mr.  Widney  was  discharged  on  account  of  physical  disability. 
However,  he  was  too  ill  and  weak  to  make  the  trip  home  alone  and  his  father 
went  to  Nashville  after  him,  it  requiring  five  days  to  get  him  home,  hi» 
condition  was  so  precarious.  After  recuperating  his  health,  Mr.  Widney 
returned  to  his  studies  at  the  Xewville  .Xcadcniy.  hm  lu-  rotild  not  remain  at 
home  while  his  countrv'  needed  his  services,  and.  on  jul\  i'^.  i?^'',".  he  enlisted 
in  C  ompany  D,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  which  rendezvoused  at  Indianapolis.  On  September  i6th  they 
started  for  Cumberland  Gap,  which  lies  at  the  intersection  of  the  states  of 
Kentucky,  Virginia  and  Tennessee.  There,  after  a  short  time,  tlie  gf>\  ern- 
ment  ceased  issuinu:  radons  and  the  soldiers  had  to  forage  for  their  sul>- 
sistence,  only  one  ration  beincf  issued  to  them  up  to  the  following  Februar\'. 
The  country  had  been  foraged  by  botli  Northern  and  Southern  armies  until 
the  residents  of  the  locality  were  subsisting  on  parched  com,  and  it  was- 
under  such  conditions  that  the  army  was  expected  to  feed  itself.  During  that 
period  they  took  Bull's  Gap  and  fought  the  battle  of  Walker's  Ford.  After 
Bull's  dap,  they  were  compdled  to  retreat  to  Cumberland  Gap,  and  wlien 
the  siege  of  Knoxville  was  raised  they  were  at  Tazewell,  thirteen  nnlcs  from 
Cumberland.  The  Confederate';  -nought  to  escai)e  and  the  One  Hundred 
and  Eighteenth  Regiment  fouglil  them  at  Walker's  Ford  to  prevent  their 
escape  and  were  successful  in  holding  the  ford.  The  regiment  then  returned 
to  Tazewell  and  there  Mr.  Widney  was  taken  sick  and  went  to  a  church, 
whei«  a  hospital  had  been  established,  and  he  was  made  hospital  steward.. 
(30) 
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His  term  of  enlistment  having  expired,  he  then  relumed  to  Indianapolis 
where  he  was  discharged,  and  he  then  returned  lioine.  Ai  the  time  oi  his 
discharge  he  held  the  rank  of  second  sergeant,  to  which  he  was  appointed  on 
December  i6,  1863.  ACter  his  return  home  be  and  two  other  men  tried  to 
recruit  «  new  company,  in  which  effort  they  were  not  successful,  but  the  war 
was  then  about  over. 

Mr  \N  i(hu'y.  now  that  the  grim  specter  of  war  had  fled,  settled  down  to 
peaceful  pursuits,  giviucf  h]<  aftentn>n  to  Di^riniltiiral  lahnrs.  He  cleared 
up  and  improved  a  good  lann,  about  twu  and  a  hall  miles  north  of  St.  Joe, 
and  lived  there  until  1877,  when  he  ti^dcd  that  tract  for  the  old  homestead 
on  which  his  father  had  settled  in  1843  and  a  part  of  which  he  himself  had 
helped  to  clear.  He  lived  on  and  operated  this  farm  until  about  1885,  when 
he  moved  to  St.  Joe,  l>cing  comix'ned  lo  give  up  active  lalxir  on  account  of 
the  effect*  of  his  army  hardships  and  illness.    In  Mi.  Whitnev  was 

elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  comity  commissioners,  and  in  i8^<4  iic  was 
re-elected,  serving  until  1887.  During  his  term  of  oflice  some  of  the  most 
important  public  improvements  were  inaugurated  and  carried  to  successful 
completion,  including  about  four  hundred  drainage  ditches,  which  were  eMab- 
If'ilud  or  re-established.  Thc^e  ditches  not  only  hrmitjht  a  I'lt  of  ilie  l)est 
land  of  the  county  into  cultivation,  but  also  contributed  to  the  banishment  of 
malaria  from  this  section. 

In  March,  1890,  Mr.  Widney  and  his  son.  H.  Mervin.  moved  to  Albion 
and  eng&ged  in  the  Umiber  business,  but  in  the  following  fall  Mr.  Widney 
sold  bis  interests  to  bis  son  and  returned  to  St.  Joe.  where  he  lived  until  1895. 
In  that  year  he  movetl  to  Auburn  in  urder  to  care  tdr  his  father,  who  died 
at  the  subicct'<  hnme  ahr.iit  a  vcnr  later.  After  tlie  deatli  '>{  liis  father.  Mr. 
Widney  returned  to  St.  Joe.  and  there,  in  1900,  lit-  tmilt  the  opera  house,  a 
splendid  building  and  a  much-needed  enterprise.  Here  also  he  and  his  son 
and  son-in-law,  C.  F.  Kagey,  and  H.  M.  Widney  established  a  lumber  yard 
and  a  hardware  store. 

Mr.  Widney  was  admittetl  to  the  practice  of  pension  law  in  all  the  de- 
pnrtnients  at  Washington  concerning  pensions,  back  pay.  etc.,  during  the 
early  nineties,  and  he  was  highly  successful  in  tliis  hue  of  elfort.  as  can  be 
attested  to  by  thousands  of  pensioners,  and  expert  examiners  giving  him  a 
raeord  as  good  as  any  in  the  United  States.  While  engaged  in  that  line  of 
work,  Mr.  Widn^  traveled  extensively. 

\tnong  his  old  comrades  Mr.  W  idney  is  held  in  the  highest  regard,  and 
five  different  times  he  was  elected  colonel  of  the  DeKalb  County  Veterans* 
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Asioctation.  He  was  also  twice  elected  colonel  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Regi- 
ment Association,  being  the  pfesefit  eorfimander  of  that  orj^ani^ation.  and 
served  it  one  temi  as  adjutant.  He  was  also  president  of  the  Old  Settlers' 
Association  two  terms. 

On  Kovember  3,  1864,  Mr.  Witbiey  married  Emily  K  Maxwefl,  who 
was  bom  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  the  dai^ter  of  John  and  Mary  (Thomas) 
Maxwell,  who  caiiH'  to  this  county  in  1854,  when  she  was  hot  a  Kttfe  girl, 
locating  in  Concnrf!  niwnship.  Her  father  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor  on 
the  Wabash  canal,  and  it  was  wliilc  •^hc  wrt^  a  sttulent  in  the  Xewville  Acad- 
emy that  Mr  Widney  formed  htr  Hctjuaiiitance.  Her  tlcath  occurred  on 
April  29,  lyoy.  and  on  January  i,  1910,  Mr.  Widney  married  Mrs,  Lucy  A, 
Griswold.  a  native  of  Steuben  county.  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Myron 
and  I^\  isa  (DIrlam)  Tuttlc.  of  Pleasant  Lake.  Mr.  Widney  is  the  father 
of  two  children,  a  son,  H.  Mervtn  Widney,  and  a  daughter,  Afrs.  Ltnotn 
W .  Kagcy. 

Menin  Widney,  who  was  Ijoni  on  Marcii  24,  1865.  niarrie<l  Hatlie 
Davis,  of  Xewville,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  Davis  and  wife,  and  ihcy 
have  two  children.  B.  Von  Dale  and  Doris.  Mervin  Widney  was  a- partner 
with  his  father  in  the  hmiber  business,  but  is  best  known  as  an  apple  grower, 
being  a  widely-recognized  authority  on  horticnlture.  In  t8<)5  he  set  out  his 
rir<f  orchard,  comprising  al)oiit  a  thnnsand  trees,  to  which  he  is  constantly 
adding,  so  that  now  he  is  the  owner  of  about  two  thnnsnnd  five  hundred 
trees.  That  he  has  been  eminently  successful  in  this  line  of  effort  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  at  the  State  Apple  Show,  held  at  Indianapolis  in 
tiie  fall  of  191 2.  he  won  twenty-six  prizes  out  of  a  possible  forty-one. 
also  taking  seven  second  prizes  and  five  thirds,  taking  more  prizes  altogether 
than  any  other  exhibitf^r.  Hi-  rai^^  ^  Hrinjes's  Golden,  .Starke.  Bannna,  Raid- 
win.  Rambo.  Wolfe  Kiver,  W'raltliy.  Fall  Water  and  York  Imperial  varieties, 
and  in  the  handling  of  the  tniit,  which  is  carefully  graded,  every  attention 
is  paid  to  the  protection  of  the  fniit,  much  of  which  is  wrapped  individually. 
.  Mr.  Widney  also  raises  large  quantities  of  strawberries  and  cantefoupes. 
He  received  the  basis  of  his  horticultural  knowledge  at  th*  Pufdue  Agrieul- 
tural  Experiment  Station,  though  year^  of  cvperiencc  have  taught  him  mnny 
of  the  most  valuable  secrets  in  the  pi  intiiif^.  growinq:  and  rare  nf  frtiif  Iv^r 
the  past  five  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  J'lirdue  lecture  course 
and  has  lectured  in  nearly  every  section  of  the  state,  being  very  successful  in 
awakening  an  interest  in  horticultural  matters  itid  talking  ifi  an  iilfertstlfig 
and  instructive  manner  on  ^e  subject. 
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ISAAC  GROGG. 

There  are  individuals  iti  ruarly  every  comnnmiiv  who,  hy  reason  of 
pronounced  ability  atid  force  of  character,  rise  above  the  heads  of  the  masses 
and  coiuniand  thu  unfi(»!tndcd  esteem  of  their  fellow  men.  ( "haractcriml  by 
perseverance  and  a  directing  spirit,  two  virtues  tliat  never  fail,  such  men 
always  make  their  presence  felt  and  the  vigor  of  their  strong  personalities 
serves  as  a  stimulus  and  incentive  to  the  young  and  rising  generation.  To 
the  energetic  and  enterprising  .class  the  subject  of  this  \  tT  \  properly 

belongs.  Having  never  been  seized  with  the  roaming  desires  that  liave  led 
many  of  DeKalb  county'?  voting  men  to  other  fields  of  endeavor  aii>!  other 
states,  where  they  ha\c  .suughi  their  fortunes,  Mr.  Grogg  has  dcvutcd  his 
life  to  industries  at  home  and  has  succeeded  remarkably  well,  as  ntay  be  seen 
by  a  study  of  lus  life  history. 

Isaac  Grogg,  who  has  an  enviable  standing  as  a  progressive  business 
man  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  who  as  proprietor  of  the  Auburn  Novelty 
Company,  has  been  a  i>otential  factor  in  advancing  the  industrial  interests 
of  Anhurn,  was  burn  on  July  4,  iSf^,  in  Keyser  township,  two  miles  west  of 
Auburn,  the  son  of  Adam  and  Emily  L.  <,King)  Cirogg.  .\dam  Cirogg.  who 
was  horn  in  Stark  county.  Ohio,  in  1840.  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Becker)  Gro^.  Jacob  Grogg  was  bom  on  February  14,  1814,  at  Canton^ 
Stark  county.  Ohio,  the  son  of  Solomon  and  .Mary  (Snyder)  Grogg.  .About 
the  time  he  attained  liis  majoritN  l.f  learned  the  miller's  trade  and  in  1840 
he  took  charge  of  a  mill  at  Pekin.  (  )li'o.  and  later  took  charge  of  the  Hos- 
tetter  an<l  Koitf  Mills,  with  which  he  remained  connected  until  1851.  In  the 
latter  year  he  bought  the  farm  west  of  Auburn  and  in  the  following  year 
moved  his  family  to  the  wilds  of  DeKalb  county.  He  had  married  in  1837 
Sarah  Becker»  of  Canton,  Ohio,  and  she  bravely  bore  with  him  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  Though  Jacob  Grogg  never  aspired  to  public 
office  he  was  elected  by  bi-  ft  llow  citizens  ^<^  several  positions  of  trust  and 
responsiliilitv.  in  all  of  wlncii  iie  actjuitted  himself  with  credit.  On  this  De- 
Kalb county  farm  .\dam  Cirogg  was  reared  to  maturity  and  married  Emily 
h.  King,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  attd  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Catherine  King.  She  came  to  this  county  in  an  early  day  with  her  parents, 
who  settled  a  mile  and  one-half  west  of  Auburn  in  L^nion  township.  .\<lam 
Grogg  died  on  December  24,  1866,  at  the  age  of  twenty-,«;ix  years,  at  which 
time  the  subject  of  this  sketch  wn-^  a  b*>v  of  hnt  -^ix  years  of  at^e.  The  latter 
was  taken  into  the  ln>nie  of  his  grandfather,  and  his  mother  afterwards,  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


469 


1871,  becanif  the  wife  of  Daniel  Lower,  living  in  Nohle  omnty  about  thirty 
years,  or  until  Mr.  Lower's  death,  and  slie  afterwards  became  the  wife  rif 
Daniel  Thomas,  spitidiny  her  last  years  at  Corunna.  Isaar  (  "rrnfj£^  rt'niained 
with  his  grandpil^ent^  iiimi  he  was  nineteen  years  old.  and  then  went  to 
Dayton,  Obio,  where  he  learned  the  car  finisher's  trade.  In  1885  he  r^ 
turned  to  Aubtim  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  employed  with  the  Zimmer- 
man Manufacturing  Company  plant,  hein^  foreman  of  their  mechanical  de- 
partment for  fjuite  a  while  \''lnlr  with  tlie  Zimmerman  Gmipam-  Mr. 
Grogg  (Iritted  into  the  winchuill  and  tank  business,  and  from  1H85  until  lO'xi 
ilevoted  his  attention  lu  that  work,  \mug  part  ol  the  liuic  connected  with  the 
Zimmerman  Com|iany  and  about  two  years  with  the  Monitor  Manufacturing 
Company.  After  the  latter  company  quit  business  Mr.  Grogg  established  a 
mall  plant  for  himself,  calling  it  the  Aulium  Novelty  Works  and  here  did 
cabinet  work  and  manufactured  souvenirs  and  novelties  of  w<K.d.  In  this 
enterprise  he  was  successful  heyoud  his  expectations  and  estabhshetl  more 
than  a  local  reputation.  He  was  also  interested  in  the  mantiiacture  t»f  pat- 
tern>.  and  while  so  employed  made  patterns  for  a  concrete  block  machine 
for  Nfessrs.  Bnist  and  Grosscu]}.  His  business  grew  so  rapidly  and  he  soon 
required  larger  quarters  and  decided  to  build  a  concrete  blodc  building 
for  his  shop.  There  being  no  block  manufacturer  in  this  locality  he  de- 
cidefl  tn  ninke  h^<  nwn  blocks,  and  hi-^  sous,  <lelighted  with  the  idrri  iir<:(  (I  liim 
to  buy  a  second-hand  bl(Kk  niachu;e  that  was  then  tor  sale.  iUiymg  this 
machine  they  commenced  to  make  their  own  bl(ick.s  and  were  s*Km  turning 
them  out  at  a  rate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  a  day.  Using  first  class  ma- 
terial and  care  in  the  making,  these  blocks  turned  out  by  them  were  of  such 
a  high  qualitv  that  a  demand  was  .^oon  created  for  the  blocks  anion;.:  tlu  ir 
neighbors,  tn  wlmm  they  sold  them.  The  demaiul  <,'rew  so  rapidly  lliat 
in  a  short  time  the  new  enterprise  entirely  superseded  in  extent  the  wood 
and  pattern  work.  By  the  next  fall  they  neetled  more  help  and  more  ma- 
chinery, which  they  installed.  Always  striving  for  a  better  way  to  do 
things,  Mr.  (irogg  exercised  his  inventive  geniu.^  and  de\-ised  a  continuous 
mixer  for  mixing  the  concrete  b\'  machinery-,  which  was  crtmomically  pro- 
pelled l)v  a  gas  engine,  and  this  improved  machinery  is  now  being  manu- 
factured hv  a  company  a?  Kendallville.  Indiana.  Mr.  (irf>gg  alsf>  designed 
an  auit>inaiic  scraper  and  finisher  for  a  block  making  machine,  which  he 
sold  to  the  Ideal  Concrete  Machinery  Company,  of  South  Bend.  Another 
invention  of  his  was  a  reinforcing  device  for  placing  and  strctdiing  the  rein- 
forcing irons  in  concrete  fence  posts,  and  also  a  \-aporizing  system  of  steam- 
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ii)g  and  curing  concrete  products.    Mr.  Grogg  also  designed  an  autoim- 

tic  lirick  tamper  that  is  to  he  marm  fad  tired  hv  the  Tdeal  Company  <yn  a  large 
scale.  Mr.  '^irogg  lia-~  ni.uuii.utnn d  DiaMv  imxlucts  besides  the  concrete 
blocks,  including  concrete  au*kliiigs,  cohxniiis,  pede$taU.  etc.,  aud  lias  dis- 
covered a  metfiod  of  making  them  dmoat  white  and  mtidi  smoother  in  grain 
than  ofdinary  blocks,  being  much  more  like  marlile  and  presenting  a  veiy 
pleasing  and  attractive  appearance.  (Juality  lias  l>een  the  watchword  in  the 
bui1din«f  up  of  this  business,  and  on  this  basis  <loes  Mr.  Cin»gg  I>ase  all  repre- 
sentations as  t"  hi<^  \ynvk.  In<lee«l.  '^o  well  e-.taWi'<he«1  i«  the  reputation  of 
the  Grogg  factory  iluit  when  one  local  concern  projected  the  building  of  a 
four-story  factory  building,  and  Mr.  Grogg  was  too  busy  at  that  titue  tu  supply 
the  Mocks  needed  for  the  building,  the  comijany  refused  to  get  them  dse- 
where,  Init  sttspentled  their  building  operations  until  the  next  spring.  This 
in  itself  is  certainly  a  remarkalilr  tr  '  -ite  to  the  quality  of  tlx;  Gregg  product, 
'("he  business  grew  to  such  pro])orliuii  that  (lie  f  r^t  plnnt  estnMi«hed  near  the 
center  of  .Vuburn  became  entirely  itKKle<|ualc  tor  llie  (Hir|M>se  and  now  Mr. 
Grogg  has  a  plant  at  the  north  enil  of  Auburn,  where  he  has  plenty  t)f  room 
for  expansion  and  almndant  shipping  facilities,  hcmg  close  by  the  interur- 
ban  road.  His  goods  are  defivervd  by  auto  trucks  to  local  parties  and  in 
every  way  modem  and  up-to-date  methods  are  employed  in  the  operation 
of  the  business.  Always  a  hard  wf^rker.  ^^r.  Grogn  h:t<  the  satisfaction 
of  realixing  that  his  work  has  not  been  un|)rodurtive  of  results  and  that  he 
lias  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  .splendid  business  growth  of  this  locality. 
He  foHows  up-to-date  linsine.ss  methods  in  his  affairs  and  pa>  s  liis  help  by 
time  instead  of  by  the  piece,  thus  insuring  a  high  quality  of  work  rather  than 
quantity.  He  is  exact  and  reliable  in  all  his  business  dealings  and  has  gained 
a  splendid  reputation  among  hi«  business  coHe.Tirnes, 

In  1887  Mr.  (irogg  married  C  atherine  (  (  >tto,  whu  was  |>orn  and  ri  .ti  - 
ed in  Auburn,  she  and  Mr.  ('ir<»gg  being  ae«iuaintcd  from  early  childhood 
She  is  a  daugliter  of  Captain  John  and  Catherine  (Reehling)  Otto,  who  are 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hrogg  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Karl  J.,  Har*>Id  O..  Russ<ll  T..  Kmily  K..  Hubert, 
Roger,  Frank,  who  is  good-naturedly  called  "Ruster"  by  his  assnriates.  and 
Heleti  and  Paul.  Several  of  the  ^ms  are  intt  re'^trd  with  tht  ir  lather  in  the 
tiianuiacturing  btisiness,  and  are  alert  in  their  ettort>i  to  ad\ance  the  enter- 
prise in  every  way  possible.  They  subscribe  for  all  the  tecfmical  periodi- 
cals touching  on  their  business  and  are  well  versed  in  every  phase  of  con- 
crete manufacture.    Keenly  alive  to  eveiy  avenue  of  information  they  are  fre- 
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quent  visitors  to  the  great  cement  shows  at  Chicago  and  elsewhere,  and  are 

numbered  among  the  enf  c  r])ri9ing  and  energetic  young  men  of  Auburn.  Per- 
sonally, Isaac  Orogg^,  though  a  very  busy  man,  alwav<  fin<l<  time  tn  prcct  his 
friends  cordially  and  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  ilu-  public  afVairs  of 
the  community.  He  gives  his  support  unreservedly  to  every  niovcment  tor  the 
material,  moral,  intellectual  or  social  advancement  of  Auburn  and  is  well  do- 
serving  of  the  high  place  which  he  now  holds  in  public  esteem. 


FRANK  A.  HOFF. 

There  is  no  positive  rule  for  achieving  success,  ami  yet  in  the  lite  of  tiie 
successful  man  there  are  a!\v;iv«;  !e<;-(>ii<  which  niiijht  well  l)e  followed.  The 
man  who  gains  pros)»crity  is  he  wiio  can  see  ami  utilize  the  opportunity  that 
comes  in  his  path.  The  essential  conditions  of  human  life  are  ever  the  same; 
the  surroundings  of  individual  differ  but  slightly,  and  when  one  man  passes 
another  on  the  highway  of  life  to  reach  the  goal  of  prosperity  lie  fore  others 
who  perha|)s  started  oiu  before  him,  it  is  because  he  has  the  power  to  use 
advantages  which  pmhaUIy  encompass  ihe  w  Imlc  human  race.  Toda_\  among 
the  prominent  citizens  and  ■^nccc^^'^ful  iinsim'^>  man  of  \iihtirn  stands  !">ank 
A.  Hoflf.  l  lie  qualities  ot  keen  discnnunation,  sountl  jiulgnient  and  execu- 
tive ability  enter  very  largely  into  his  makeup  ami  have  been  contributing  ele- 
ments to  the  material  success  which  has  come  to  him. 

Frank  A.  Hoflf.  of  Auhurn.  Iniliana.  to  whom  belongs  the  distinction  of 
having  been  in  husiness  continumisly  longer  than  anyone  else  here.  \\  a-.  horn 
in  Aix-Ia-C"happclle.  or  Aachen,  (iermany.  on  SeptemlK'r  1  i.  1K55.  I  lis 
early  education  was  secured  in  his  native  land  and  in  i<^74.  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  he  came  to  America,  over  which  he  traveled  extensive!}  for 
four  years,  having  located  at  F<»rt  Wayne,  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.  and  at  St. 
Louis  in  1877.  In  1878  he  came  to  Auburn  and  engageil  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, with  which  he  has  been  identified  continuously  since,  w  ith  constant  and 
increasinq^  success.  He  has  a  well  established  trade  sfifeudidK  sfncked 
store  Ihiiil;  l'H'ate<l  on  Seventh  •>trc-  t  riniiiiu!/  thr m;1i,'1i  to  Kiglith  street,  and 
l)eing  recognized  as  one  of  the  j>riuciiuii  bu>iiic>>  houses  of  this  city.  His 
eminent  business  qitalities.  sterling  integrit\  and  genial  manner  liave  gained 
for  him  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  all  who  have  dealings  with  him  and 
no  man  in  the  community  stands  higher  in  the  general  esteem  than  he. 
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In  1878,  after  locating  in  Aulnirn,  Mr  HnfF  marrierl  Mriry  J  Xeireter, 
who  was  born  and  reared  at  Fori  Wayne,  Indiana.  )  o  lluni  have  been  born 
the  following  children:  Minnie  K.;  M.  Jeannette:  Emma  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Darling,  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  they  have  two  children,  Robert  Hoff 

and  Jewell  jeannelte;  John  P.,  uh<i  is  a  resident  of  Auburn,  and  who  is 
sheriff  of  DeKall)  county,  married  Lottie  W  i^lf  inl.  and  thi  v  li;i\c  <  iiu-  d.mL^h- 
tcr,  -Mary  Jftsephine;  Clara  J.;  Carl  \\  ,  and  Mane  J.  Air.  iiott  and  the 
members  of  his  family  arc  all  identified  with  the  Catholic  church  and  in  the 
social  life  of  the  commtmity  they  are  prominent  figures,  being  highly  esteemed 
foe  their  genuine  worth. 


JOHN  LEONARD  DAVIS. 

The  spirit  of  a  pure,  noble  and  earnest  life  burned  in  the  mortal  tene- 
ment of  the  late  John  L.  Davis,  than  whom  no  citizen  of  DeKalb  county 
attainoil  \i'  lii^Iier  »listimii«>n  in  cnnncctiDU  with  the  material  and  civic  dc- 
velopniont  of  this  favored  section  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  while  none  wieldrd 
a  wider  or  more  l>enehcent  nuluence  in  connection  with  the  promotion  01  |hi1>; 
lie  enterprises  and  utilities  which  conser\'ed  such  development  and  progress. 
His  life  was  one  of  fullness  and  completeness,  one  of  vigor  and  inRexible  integ- 
rity. He  accomplished  great  things  for  the  general  good  and  was  not  denied  a 
due  individual  rewanl  in  the  matter  of  tempf)ral  affluence.  A  man  of  rugged 
strength  of  character,  of  fim  -l  moral  fiber,  and  one  who  realized  a  magnifucnt 
measure  of  useful  accomplishment,  his  name  is  deeply  engraved  on  tlu-  i>ai:c> 
of  the  history  oi  his  ct)unty,  .st)  that  such  a  publication  a.s  the  one  at  hand 
must  needs  enter  a  tribute  of  honor  and  ap]>reciation  to  his  memory  if  any 
measure  of  consistency  and  symmetry  is  to  be  claimed  for  the  same.  He 
was  universally  recognized  as  a  splendid  citizen,  of  lofty  character,  sturdy 
integrity  and  unswerving  honesty.  During  the  |X'ri<Kl  i  f  Iii^  early  years  here 
he  *;har(d  ftill\  the  trials  and  tlinirtiJf ir-;  of  those  trying  linii  '-  He  was  one 
of  the  sfvirdy  figures  upon  which  the  iiurdcns  of  the  community  fell,  and  he 
struggled  devotedly  with  others  in  bringing  about  the  resultant  evolution  of 
development  Hand  and  heart  and  purse  were  always  open  to  the  necessities 
of  his  neighbors,  and  the  record  of  those  years  is  one  of  tireless  and  unselfish 
devotion.  To  write  the  history  of  Mr.  Davis  would  be  to  write  a  book  and 
in  the  limited  space  of  n  fiiocraphiral  memoir  one  can  hut  touch  upon  the 
more  salient  fads  in  the  long,  useful  and  somewliat  remarkable  career  of  this 
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honored  man,  ami  brielly  sum  up  his  life  by  saying  that  he  was  a  good  man — 
such  a  man  that  the  world  was  better  for  his  having  lived  in  it.  He  was  a 
good  husband  and  father,  faithful  and  lovins,';  a  '^t^ml  citizen  and  friend,  con- 
stant and  reliable ;  a  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  wide,  comprehensive 
and  far-reacliing  in  life's  afTairs. 

John  Leonard  Davis  was  bom  on  November  3,  1834,  at  Black  Rock» 
now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Buitalo,  New  York,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and 
Deborah  W.  ( Duicher)  Davis.  He  was  reared  at  Black  Kock.  and  in  the 
s])riii«^'  of  1853  he  went  to  Wabash,  Indiana.  wIutl  liis  brothers,  William 
,ind  Lewis  15.  Davis,  were  engaged  in  the  lianhvare  business,  and  in 
their  establishment  lie  learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  New  York,  and  there,  on  December  i.  1856,  he 
was  married  to  Loui^  Hauenstein,  of  Buffalo.  New  York,  where  she  had 
been  bom  and  reared,  .\fter  his  marriage.  Mr.  Davis  followed  farming  at 
Aurora,  New  York,  where  he  remained  *  -  ix  years.  He  then  came  to 
Auburn,  Indiana,  arriving  here  on  Octolier  16,  1862.  His  brother,  Joseph  D. 
Davis,  wjc*  tht'n  in  btiMnr-^  lu  re  as  owner  of  the  Pioneer  Hardware  Store 
and,  being  in  tailing  liealth,  he  had  requested  the  subject  to  come  aiid  take 
charge  of  the  business  for  him.  On  the  death  of  Joseph  D.  Davis,  which 
occurred  in  April,f855,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  his  successor  in  the 
hardware  business  and  for  thiriy-fi\e  years  his  ability  and  his  genial  and 
aff.'ible  manner  ever  increased  the  popularity  of  his  store.  Aftn  lu-  liad  fieeti 
in  business  two  or  three  rears,  his  store  was  burned  down  and  in  iS(  .S  lu-  biult 
on  the  same  location,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  lughth  streets,  what  lias  since 
been  known  as  the  Davis  building,  a  substantial  btiilding  that  has  been  in 
continuous  use  for  forty-five  years,  and  is  still  in  splendid  condition.  Its 
6re^resisting  qualities  were  put  to  a  severe  test  in  February.  1913,  when  the 
large  buildings  e.xtending  from  the  Davis  buildintc  to  Jackson  street  were  de- 
stroyed 1!)  a  fire.  .Mtlnnigb  separated  fmni  the  tire  only  by  an  alley,  this 
bnildmg  escajK-d  with  less  damage  than  some  01  the  buildings  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street.  By  careful  attention  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons,  carrying 
a  carefully  selected  stock  and  exercising  sound  judgment  and  good  business 
methods  in  the  conduct  of  his  affairs,  Mr.  Davis  enjt^red  a  large  and  profitable 
busitie><s  here  through  the  \ears  and  became  known  as  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial l)usiness  men  of  his  communitv. 

In  1873  or  1874  Mr.  Davis  took  an  active  part  in  the  ettorts  to  advance 
the  dt/s  interests,  giving  freely  of  his  time  and  money  in  the  construction 
of  the  Detroit,  Eel  River  &  Illinois  and  the  Baltimore  Se  Ohio  railroads.  The 
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transformation  of  the  former  stage-roach  town  of  six  hundred  soiils  into  a 
thrivinic;^  citv  with  excellent  tran'^portatinn  facilities  was  due  in  a  large  part 
to  his  initiative  and  personal  ertorts.  ami  in  many  other  ways  he  showed  his 
public  spirit.  He  assisted  in  the  bring^ing  of  natural  gas  to  Auburn  and» 
although  it  lasted  only  about  two  years,  it  was  a  matter  of  public  spirit  that 
justified  the  investment  of  his  capital  even  when  the  outcome  could  not  be  fore- 
seen. Another  enterprise  to  which  lie  cnntributcd  liberally  of  his  time  and 
money  was  the  attempt,  about  i8<)n.  to  e<tal)!i^l;  a  comity  fair  at  Auburn.  He 
also  contributed  liberally  to  the  starting  ot  several  factories  and  other  enter- 
prises looking  to  tlje  upbuilding  of  his  home  city,  and  he  ever  stood  ready 
with  willing  hands  and  open  purse,  to  do  what  he  could  for  the  general  wel- 
fare. During  the  decade  that  followed  1875  Mr.  Davis  became  interested  in 
Garrett.  I>n\  inj^  real  estate  there  and  Iniildinfj  two  commodious  business  rooms, 
one  of  which  he  occupied  with  a  hardware  store  and  a  hank,  at  the  same  time 
conducting  a  hardware  store  aiul  Ijank  at  .\uburn.  In  iSiMt  Mr.  Davis 
was  elected  to  the  ofticc  of  county  treasurer,  filling  the  position  with  rare 
ability  for  three  and  a  half  years.  After  leaving  puUic  office.  Mr. 
Davis  again  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  interests,  in  banks 
and  stores,  until  the  panic  of  1893  toi896,  when  he.  in  conunon  with  many 
other  business  men,  suffered  rever^^es  in  business.  He  was  nfit  di<=cnnr acred, 
hiiwever.  and  courage^tislv  apply iiii^  linn^elt  to  his  affairs  with  greater  energy 
than  ever,  he  re-establisiied  his  hardware  business  and  put  it  on  a  firm 
financial  basis.  In  December,  1899,  Mr.  Davis  became  ill  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  August  14.  1900,  he  was  not  able  to  give 
his  attention  ti>  business  affairs.  Thus  passed  a  man  wluini  bis  fellows  de- 
lighted to  h(inor,  for  tlirough  the  lonix  vears  nf  lii-.  re^idctui  in  the  rnmrnnnity 
he  was  ever  true  to  the  trusts  reposed  in  him.  wliether  '*t  a  jniblic  or  a  pri\.ate 
nature,  and  his  reputation  in  a  Inisiness  way  was  unassailable.  His  actions 
were  ever  the  result  of  careful  and  conscientious  thought,  and  when  once  con- 
vinced that  he  was  right,  no  suggestion  of  policy  or  fiersonal  profit  could 
swerve  him  tmni  ibe  co!n>e  be  decided  up<iii  His  career  was  complete 
and  rounded  in  its  beautiful  simplicity:  be  did  hl<  fu!!  duty  in  all  the  relations 
of  life,  and  he  die<l  belo\e<l  by  duise  near  to  him,  and  res|M:cted  and  esteemed 
by  ail  his  fellow  citizens. 

Politically,  Mr.  Davis  was  a  life-long  Re|>ublican.  his  first  presidental 
vote  having  been  cast  in  1856  for  John  C.  Fremont.  "The  Pathfinder.'*  while 
his  last  vote  was  for  him  whom  he  considered  "The  IVosperity  Finder."  Will- 
iam McKtnley.  Fraternally,  he  belonged  to  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  had 
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attained  tbe  diirty'second  dt^rce  of  the  Scottish  Rite»  and  he  also  was  a  NoUe 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  kind  and  sympathetic,  ever  ready  to  hdp  those 
wfnse  discouragements  weighed  them  down.  A  trait  of  character  that  en- 
dearf'!  fiim  to  his  iargt-  circle  n{  friends  was  his  congenial  nature.  Age  <liil  iint 
diminish  it.  for  it"?  glow  was  as  ardent  at  si.xty  as  at  uvciity.  .\nothcr  irait 
which  bound  him  with  links  of  love  o  a  lar^e  circle  of  friends  was  his  un- 
swerving fealty  to  friendship. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  bom  four  children,  naindy :  Lewis  Albert, 
who  died  on  October  ao,  1875,  in  his  nineteenth  year :  Fred,  who  was  born 
July  19,  1K50,  and  died  Octoher  18,  1892,  aged  thirty-three  years,  serveil  as 
dejuity  counlx  trensnrer  tinder  !n'«  f.ulior's  ndniinistration,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  lx>ok-keei>ei  111  ins  father  .".  .store  at  darrett ;  (  laudia  died  in  iH(i(>, 
in  her  third  year;  Edna  Alene,  the  only  living  child,  resides  at  Auburn  with 
her  mother,  and  is  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  tlie  community,  being  a 
member  of  the  Ladies'  Literary  Club,  president  of  the  Woman's  League, 
and  a  member  of  the  .\uburn  Fvening  Musicale.  Mrs.  Davis  and  her  daugh- 
ter  arc  earnest  niemhers  of  the  Prcsl \\  icrian  chtirrh  and  are  active  in  ir<  work. 
Mrs.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  \\  niiirin  s  ("iiristian  Temperance  Union  and 
has  had  an  eiliciciit  and  appreciaietl  part  in  its  work.  She  is  a  lady  of  many 
gtaciotts  qualities  of  head  and  heart  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  her. 


LAFAYETTE  J.  MILLER. 

I'he  tt  uc  nuHsiire  of  individual  success  is  determined  by  what  one  has 
accomplished.  An  enumeration  of  ilnvse  men  of  :i  past  (feneration  who  suc- 
ceeded in  tlieir  special  vocaiion--  in  DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  .md  at  the  same 
time  left  the  lasting  mjpnnt  of  their  strong  iKTsonalities  u|>on  the  com- 
munity, men  who  won  honor  and  ptiblic  recognition  for  themselveSi  and  at 
the  same  time  conferred  honor  on  the  locality  in  which  they  resided,  would 
ba  incomplete  were  there  failure  to  make  a  pn  niinc  u  reference  to  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph,  for  although  l  .ifavette  J.  Miller 
has  long  been  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  jn«;t,  hi-  influence  stdl  |K-rvades  the 
lives  of  many  vvho  knew  him  and  iiieiui»ry  will  long  be  cherished  here, 
for  his  name  i&  deeply  engraved  on  the  pages  of  DeKalb  county's  history* 
for  through  many  years  he  was  an  important  factor  in  tbe  material  and  civic 
history  of  the  same.  The  splendid  success  which  eanie  to  him  was  the  direct 
result  of  the  salient  points  in  his  character.    With  a  mind  capable  of  laying 
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judicious  plans  nnd  a  will  strong  cnotii^h  t( .  l)rinp  thrm  into  execution  at  the 
proper  moment,  liis  great  energy,  keen  toresight  and  mdomitiible  persever- 
ance resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  a  comfortable  competency.  He  carried 
forward  to  successful  completion  whatever  he  undertook^  and  his  business 
methods  were  ever  in  strict  conformity  with  the  standard  ethics  of  com- 
tnercial  life.  His  is  the  record  of  a  well  Iwilanced  nu-ntal  and  moral  constitu- 
tion, strongly  influenced  hv  thi  sc  traits  <,{  diaracter  which  are  ever  of 
especial  value  in  a  prf>gressive  stale  oi  society. 

Lalayelte  J.  iMiller  was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Oliio,  on  August  ^5, 

1835,  and  his  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Auburn,  Indiana,  on  August  17, 
1902,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and  eleven  months.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  Wesley  and  Hulda  (Jones)  Miller,  the  former  probably  ot  (ierman 

descent  and  the  latter  it  is  tliought  of  Welsh  ancestry.  John  W.  Miller  was 
a  Lutheran  minister,  although  he  had  been  reared  in  the  Meth»Kli>i  laith. 
W  hen  the  subject  uf  this  sketch  was  about  ten  years  ot  age  his  parents 
located  first  in  Allen  county,  where  the  subject  was  reared  to  manhood. 
About  the  time  he  was  reaching  the  age  of  maturity  the  family  moved  to 
DeKalb  county,  their  residence  being  for  a  number  of  years  unsettled  owing 
to  the  father's  work  in  the  nnntstry. 

Lafavette  J.  Miller  received  his  tdttrntif  ri  in  the  ^rlnf.l^  f»f  {he  various 
places  where  the  fannly  lived,  and  at  the  .i^v  ui  .ilN>ut  nmcteen  years,  be  be- 
gan teacbing  scbool,  whicb  vocation  he  followed  in  tlifi'erent  jjlace>  a  nunilnrr 
of  years  with  splendid  success.  He  Bnally  gave  up  teaching  and  Ixiught  a 
small  farm  near  Corimna,  becoming  agent  of  the  I^ke  Shore  railroad  at 
that  place.  He  maintaine<l  his  residence  1  n  the  f  irm  a  L.ie;tier  pan  ot  the 
time,  Init  devoted  lii-  enlire  attention  to  his  railroad  work.  11114  lieeii  tiie 
representative  of  the  railrcail  mmpaiiv  nf  ("orunna  when  it  was  an  important 
grain  shipping  point,  sometmies  having  a  numl)er  of  men  imder  bis  direction. 
He  served  as  agent  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad  eighteen  or  more  years,  and 
in  1882  was  dected  treasurer  of  DeKalb  county,  serving  two  terms  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  sjitisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  ofhce  Mr.  Miller  etigaged  in  the  grain  business 
at  AuburT»  near  tlie  T,.ala  Slu.rr  de(K>t  and  follri-wed  thi-  Imsinesc  with  con- 
siderable success  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Of  sf>untl  business  al)dity  and 
strict  integrity,  he  not  only  was  able  to  accumulate  a  fair  amount  of  this 
world's  goods,  but  he  gained  what  is  of  far  greater  value,  the  confidence  and 
good  wilt  of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings.  He  po.<ssessed  an  optimistic 
spirit,  carrying  the  gospel  of  good  cheer  wherever  he  went,  and  possessed 
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to  a  maHccd  degree  those  characteristics  which  win  and  retain  friendship. 
He  performed  many  acts  of  kindness  known  only  to  himself  antl  the  re- 
cipient He  was  a  faithful  husband,  a  kind  and  loving  father  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

In  November,  1858,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  niarriagc  to  Elizabeth 
Ellen  McNabb,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Prudence  ( Pearson)  McNabb, 
her  father  haviniEf  been  born  in  Ireland  and  coming  to  the  United  States  with 

his  parents  wlun  l)ut  ten  years  old,  while  his  wife  was  of  Yankee  parentage, 
having  been  bom  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  ^^iHe^,  who  was  borr* 
in  Milllin  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  February  25,  1841,  was  a  child  of  but 
eight  years  when  her  parents  moved  to  Illinois,  where  she  lived  until  younK 
womanhood,  when  the  family  moved  to  Haysville,  Ohio,  antl  when  she  was 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old.  the  family  located  in  Allen  county;  this  state,. 
where  she  was  residing  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  her  parents  remaining  in 
Allen  county  to  an  advanced  a}(e.    To  Mr.  and  \!illcr  were  born  two 

children,  Orlan,  who  died  on  ()cttil>er  16,  1898.  and  hla,  w  li  i  f^came  the  wife 
of  I'rank  A.  Rorst,  now  a  resident  of  Auburn,  Indiana.  Mr.  Pior^t  was 
born  at  Wadswtirth,  Ohio,  in  1854,  a  son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Mary  Etta 
(Beach)  Borst.  Joseph  Borst  was  a  native  of  Schoharie  county,  New  York, 
and  became  the  owner  of  the  Western  View  fruit  farm  near  Wadsworth^ 
Ohio,  one  of  the  best  known  fruit  farms  in  that  section  of  the  state.  He  also 
owned  nt  nno  titne  the  largest  ci-lery  farm  in  the  world  nndii  r.m-  nianage- 
T)iCTil,  and  in  (he  btisiness  life  of  hi*^  •JCCtion  he  wa'^  a  jnonnnml  and  influential 
figure,  having  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  a  railroad  in  thai  locality.  Frank 
A.  Borst  came  to  Corunna,  Indiana,  in  the  early  seventie.s,  1>eing  in  the  employ 
of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad  there,  and  was  afterwards  elected  auditor  of 
DeKalb  county,  performing  his  duties  in  an  efticietit  maimer,  and  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  .Miller,  he  succeeded  to  llir  lalfcr's  grain  business  at  .\uburn,  in 
whiili  hi"  i<=  still  enijav'ed,  .md  in  which  he  has  conlinufd  the  splendid  '^nrrt-ss 
so  auspiciously  inau)4uralcd  by  Mr.  Miller.  He  has  also  In-en  very  successful 
in  the  manufacture  of  concrete-making  machinery.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borst 
were  bom  four  children,  namely:  Qiarles  O.,  born  September  10,  1880, 
is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College  and  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  the  abstracting  of  titles 
in  .Vubtirn,  when'  he  enjoys  a  splendid  business  and  is  numbered  among  the 
city's  successful  inisiness  men  He  married  Geori^ia  F.  Zimmerman,  the 
daughter  of  Franklin  T.  Zimmennan,  deceased,  and  is  the  father  of  four 
children,  Marion.  Josephine,  Richard  and  Mary  Elizabeth;  Ruth  Borst  be- 
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aune  the  wife  of  Earl  diner  aiid  they  have  a  daughter,  Gt-neviieve;  Georjje 
remams  at  hoiiv;  with  his  father,  and  Lafayette  J.  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ida 
Miller  Borst  died  at  South  IVikI,  IrkKana,  on  January  uy>K  and  is  buried 
at  Auburn.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  splendid  qualities  oi  head  and  heart, 
who  had  endeared  herself  to  all  who  k«ow  her  and  m  her  dealh  the  com- 
munity sustaineil  a  distinct  loss.  Mrs.  MMler,  the  widow  of  the  immeditte 
subject  of  this  sketch,  now  makes  her  home  -trith  her  soo-m-law,  Mr.  Borst, 
in  Auburn,  and  tfUMgh  quiet  and  unassuming  in  her  disposition  she  has  by 
her  kindly  manner  and  worthy  life  endeared  hcr.self  to  all  who  are  acqtiainted 
with  her. 

Lafayette  J.  Miller  wa.s  a  man  vvh«>.  in  every  resixrct,  lUL-nietl  tl»c  higii 
esteem  in  which  he  was  universally  held,  for  he  was  a  man  of  public  spirit, 
intellectual  -attainment  and  exemplary  character.   In  dealing  with  mankind, 

his  word  was  his  lH>nd;  deceit  never  entered  into  any  transaction  he  ha<l  with 
his  fellow  men  One  fjlanoe  of  his  frank  eye,  one  word  spoken  with  sinci  rit\ . 
carried  Cf)n\  icti<  ii.  Hi^  [ilain.  nurijed  honesty,  his  open-hearted  tnanncr. 
undisguise<l  and  nnanecic«i,  impressed  itself  ui>on  these  with  whom  lie  had 
dealings,  andi  the  example  of  his  life  was  an  inspiration  to  others. 


ELI  YARNELL  WILLIAMSON. 

From  the  pioneer  peril  hI  tliroujrh  many  decides  the  late  Eli  YameU 
WilH.imson  was  conspicuously  identified  with  the  Imsincss  and  matcri;d  in- 
terest-;  of  \\'aterlo(«  and  DeKalh  conntv,  hnli.iiin.  rmd  he  won  for  himself  nn 
honorai)le  position  in  the  circles  in  which  he  moved  and  was  a  distinct  type  of 
the  successful*  self-made  roan.  Not  a  pretentious  or  exalted  life  was  his,  hut 
one  that  was  true  to  itself  and  to  which  the  biographer  may  revert  with 
feelings  of  respect  and  adtniration.  He  was  identified  in  .1  prominent  way 
with  the  various  activities  of  the  ci>unty  ;ni(l,  incr  nttnini'd  pn-stic^r  hv 
successive  steps  from  a  modest  hej^inning.  it  is  cnnmntly  filtini;  that  a  sketch 
of  his  life  work,  ti>j{ether  with  an  enumeration  of  his  leading  dutracteristics, 
be  given  in  this  conttectioci.  He  was  I'ecognized  as  a  man  of  strong  and  alert 
mientality.  deeply  interested  in  everything  pertainitlg  to  the  advancement  of 
the  community  along  material,  civic  and  moral  lines,  and  for  years  fie  was 
recognized  as  one  of  tlie  progressive  and  representative  men  of  his  city  and 
countv.  Having  started  in  a  lowly  capacity  he  ;^ra(hially  forced' his  wtiy  to 
the  front  and,  by  faithful  ser\nce  and  prompt  discharge  of  every  duty  de- 
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▼Olvitig  upon  him,  finally  acquired  a  comfortable  competency  and  at  the  same 
time  won  and  retained  the  fjood  will  and  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  hini. 

Eli  V.  W^illiamsfin  was  bf>m  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  May 
23,  1828,  and  died  in  W  aterloo,  Indiana,  on  March  25,  191 1.  He  was  a  son 
of  WiUiam  and  Matilda  (Yarnell)  Williainsofi,  which  family  moved  from 
Pennsylvaniai  to  Stark  county^  Ohics  when  the  subject  was  but  eight  years 
of  age»  and  from  that  time  onward  he  practically  took  care  of  himself,  start- 
ing out  in  life  on  his  own  account  at  a  period  when  most  boys  are  just  be- 
ginning their  education  In  1854  Eli  Williamson  left  Canton,  Oliin.  n«  a 
passenger  on  the  first  pa>.sengcr  train  trutn  Canton  to  Fort  Wayne  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  railroad.  He  came 
to  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  thence  made  his  way  on  foot  through  the  then  un- 
broken forests  to  the  Brandeberry  farm  north  of  Waterloo,  DeKalb  county. 
In  1859  he  engagetl  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning  mills,  which  he  continued 
for  thirty  years  with  splendid  success,  the  mill  w  liioh  went  by  the  trade  name 
of  the  Taylor  &  Williamson  Fanning  Mill  at<|uiiing  a  witic  reptUation  and 
large  sale  throughout  this  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Williams«>n  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Waterloo,  and  was  one  of  the  three  men  who  met  hi 
council  and  named  the  town.  From  that  time  forward  he  was  dosety  allied 
with  its  ])rogress  and  development  and  was  identified  with  its  building  inter- 
ests, having  erectrd  a  ntunfu-r  of  (lu-  cnrlier  buildings.  sofTu-  of  ihan  still 
remaining  as  lamiiiiarks  of  the  pionrcr  period.  In  1856  he  hewetl  the  limber 
and  built  the  first  house  in  W  aterloo,  now  known  as  the  KJotz  property  on 
Maple  street,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  fdbwbig  year  he  built  tile  dwelling 
now  known  as  the  D.  L.  Leas  property,  in  which,  on  November  23,  1857,  he 
established  his  home,  having:  just  inarrlixl  Sn^an  Rolirbaugh.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Daniel,  Jr  ,  aTul  i''.li/..ilKtli  (Heck)  1\oIirI)aii<;h  tier  parents, 
who  were  natives  of  Union  county,  Pennsylvania,  had  movtd  from  their  na- 
tive .state  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  thence  in  1850  to  DeKalb  county, 
buying  one  hundred  and  live  acres  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  what  is 
now  Waterfoo  at  a  time  when  there  were  only  two  houses  in  that  town.  The 
family  name  bad  been  originally  Rohbadc,  but  in  one  community  where  the 
family  had  Ihred  the  people  had  confused  their  name  with  that  of  some 
former  resident <;  hy  the  name  of  Rnrebatiph  and  eventually  this  family 
changed  its  name  to  accord  with  public  usage,  Daniel  Rohrbaugh  was  a 
cabinet  maker  and  coffin  maker,  and  was  a  well  known  pioneer  of  Waterloo, 

being  a  prominent  figure  in  its  early  aflfairs.  Mrs.  Williamson  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1893,  leaving  the  following  children:  BImore  WUlIanuob  and  Mrs. 
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William  S.  Sewdl,  of  Waterloo,  Mrs.  Howard  B.  McCord,  of  Auburn,  and 
Ernest  B.,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana.    Mr.  Williamson  was  not  only  keenly 

alive  to  tlic  a<-l\ aiiceiiient  of  his  own  intcrt'^is.  in  which  he  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful, but  he  took  an  active  and  effectual  interest  in  the  civic  life  of  the 
comnuniity  in  the  tnrly  days,  serving  at  difFerciu  linies  du  liie  board  of  trus- 
tees for  the  town  of  \\  aierloo  and  being  often  consulted  on  public  afiaiii.  in 
which  the  town  had  an  interest.  In  private  he  assisted  many  of  his  neighlx^rs 
who  were  less  fortunate  than  he,  his  liberality  being  sometimes  taken  ad- 
vantage of  to  his  financial  loss  and  his  svinpathy  not  always  being  rewarded 
with  the  gratitude  which  it  <leserved.  His  protracted  residence  in  this  section  of 
the  state  made  his  name  widely  ntid  familiarly  known  and  his  life  and  the 
history  of  this  locality  f«<r  a  pcrH..d  of  over  a  half  centurj'  was  pretty  nnich 
one  and  the  same  thing.  He  lived  to  see  and  take  a  prominent  part  in  the 
growth  of  the  community  and  was  one  of  its  wisest  counsellors  and  hardest 
workers.  His  was  a  long  life  of  honor  and  trust  and  no  higher  eulogy  can 
be  passed  upon  him  than  to  state  the  simple  truth  that  his  name  was  never 
coupled  with  anything  disriinitnlilc  nnr!  that  there  never  was  a  shadow  of  a 
stain  upon  his  reputation  for  integrity  and  unwavering  honesty. 


CHRISTIAN  NEWCOMER,  JR. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  biographical  re- 
view has  long  enjoyed  distinctive  precedence  as  one  of  DeKalb  county's  most 
enterprising  and  su«essful  agriculturists  and  business  men,  and  besides  en- 
joying the  reputation  of  om-  of  (ho  county's  representative  men  of  afTairs,  he 
has  at  the  same  time  won  a  reputation  for  honesty  and  square  dealing  in  all 
tlie  relations  of  life. 

Christian  Newcomer,  Jr.,  was  bom  on  June  8,  1847,  in  Columbiana 
county.  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Wolfe)  Newcomer, 
the  father  having  been  a  na(i\  r  i  f  1\  i:n-ylvania.  To  these  parents  were  bom 
nine  children,  four  sons  and  live  daughters,  of  whicli  the  subject  of  this 
skt'lcli  \va<;  tlie  last  born.  In  the  'ipring  of  1849  the  family  rnmr  In  PeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  kxaling  on  a  tract  of  land  in  i'Vanklin  township,  on  wliich 
not  a  stick  fiad  been  cut,  and  where  it  was  necessary  to  clear  a  spot  on  which 
-to  build  a  small  cabin.  Here  Christian  Newcomer.  Sr.,  acquired  eighty  acres 
of  land  and  on  this  tract  the  family  made  a  permanent  home,  the  parents  re- 
siding there  until  their  death,  which  occurred,  the  father  in  1870^  when 
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seventy-seven  years  old,  and  the  mother  on  August  6,  1892,  in  her  eighty- 
fifth  year.  The  suf)jcct  "f  this  >kilch  spent  his  youthful  years  tinder  flu* 
parental  roof  ass-isting  his  lalhcr  in  llic  \v(  rk  of  the  farm,  and  in  youiij;  ntaii- 
hood  he  and  his  brother  Joseph  rented  a  lann  wliicii  they  operated  together 
about  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  subject  left  home  and  for  a 
while  worked  out.  Eventually  Mr.  Newcomer  bought  a  tract  of  forty  acres- 
of  lanti  ill  tlu  southwestern  i>art  of  the  township,  for  which  he  paid  thirty 
one  flnllars  and  :i  qiiarItT  ]h.t  acre.  He  \va>  wisely  ecc»noniicaI  in  his  carlici 
days  and  saved  siif'u  iciu  money  with  which  to  make  a  first  payment  im  this 
land,  goinu;  iiilo  debt  for  the  Uilance.  By  energetic  effort  and  wise  judgment 
he  was  pt  u.^pcrcd  in  his  operation  of  this  land  and  was  aUe  to  add  to  it  from 
time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  ninety-six  acres  of  as  good  land  as 
can  be  fi>und  in  the  township.  To  the  manajienKiit  <>f  tliis  farm  he  devoted 
his  atlenlion  until  NoxemiRr  6,  iqoH,  wht-n  he  itioved  to  Waterloo  and 
bought  the  interest  of  his  fatlier-in-ln w.  ivohert  W  (  rooks,  in  a  furniture 
store,  his  |>itriner  being  the  sul)ieet"s  son.  1).  I-"..  Newcomer.  He  is  devoting 
his  entire  attention  to  this  enterprise  anil  i^  enjoyint;  a  large  and  proHtable 
patronage  thrmighout  the  conmutiuty.  Tlie  store  h  well  slocked  with  a  large 
and  complete  line  of  furniture  and  is  numbered  among  the  Mdjstantial  con- 
cerns of  the  kind  in  this  section  of  the  county. 

In  .April,  1874.  Christiati  Newcomer  was  niarrie*!  to  Martha  t "rooks, 
the  daugiiter  of  Robert  \\  .  and  .Mary  Ann  (Ihndick  )  t  rook^.  an<l  to  this 
union  have  been  lK)rn  four  children,  two  Ixjvs  anti  two  girls,  namely:  W  ilbur 
R.,  bom  January  17.  1875,  receive<l  a  grNKl  comnnm  and  high  schctol  educa- 
tion and  then  entered  the  Tri-State  Normal  Scbwl  at  Angola,  Indiana,  after- 
wards attending  the  Indiana  Dental  (  oHene.  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  donlistrv  at  \\'aterk>o.  llv  -  rveil  eiyht  years  as  t«>wn  clerk  of  \\  aler- 
loo,  making  a  splentlid  reconi  in  that  ofTice.  lie  m;(rrie(I  Peart  HnuTden 
berry,  liie  daughter  of  Cym,>  aiul  Dora  (Hall)  l'»raii<letil)err\ .  antl  they  iiave 
a  daughter,  Virginia;  Delbert  Eugene  Newcomer,  born  in  1876,  is  his- 
father's  partner  in  the  furniture  business.  He  married  Annie  Leger,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  IViff;  Nellie,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Kinniiel.  a  farmer 
one  mile  west  of  Waterloo,  and  they  have  a  son.  Wilbur  J.;  \'era.  who  re- 
mains a[  home  with  her  jKirents.  is  attetidtng  the  Waterloo  high  school  Mr. 
Newcomer  possesses  business  ability  of  .»  liigh  order  and  the  continued 
growth  in  public  favor  of  the  business  with  which  he  IS  identified  is  largely 
due  to  his  keen  interest  and  correct  business  methods.  He  is  careful  and 
(31) 
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methodical,  somewhat  conservative  in  his  views  and  not  inclined  to  he  carried 
away  by  visionary  schemes.  In  addition  to  his  business  interests,  which  he 

nq^es  paramount  to  every  other  consideration,  Mr.  Newcomer  has  always 
exerted  his  infliK-ntf  in  the  promotion  of  the  material  prusperitv  of  his  com- 
munity and  Lnc|.  a\ oreii  to  disoharfre  his  dtrfic^  a>  a  citizen  with  the  good  of 
his  fellow  men  at  heart.  Personally,  he  possesses  to  an  eminent  degree  those 
qualities  which  win  friendship  and  he,enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  and  marked 
popularity  in  this  community. 


REV.  STEPHEN  BROWN  WARD. 

The  importance  that  attaches  to  the  lives,  character  and  work  of  the 

l>ioneer  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  any  community,  and  the  influence  ihev 
have  excrud  en  (lie  raii'>c  of  huni;u)ii\  and  civilization  is  one  ot  the  most 
ahsorhing  themes  that  can  |M>ssibly  attract  the  attention  of  the  loc;d  historian. 
If  great  and  beneficent  results — results  that  endure  atKl  bless  mankind — are 
the  proper  measure  of  the  good  men  do,  then  who  is  there  in  the  world'it 
history  that  may  take  their  places  above  those  sturdy,  self-sacrificing,  God- 
fearin*^  and  consrcrntcd  nit-n  who,  wittn'iit  th(»n;::ht  nf  personal  cotTifort  or 
the  promotion  of  tluir  own  intvrcst^.  li.nc  (li  \oti  (l  iluir  lives  to  tin-  uplifting 
of  ihcir  fellow  men  and  tiie  building  up  wi  their  Master's  kingdom  on  earth, 
tn  the  history  of  DeKalb  county  of  a  past  generation  no  figure  stands  out 
with  more  prominence,  because  of  faithful  serx'ice  and  beneficent  resuhs. 
than  that  of  Stephen  B.  Ward,  who  gave  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  service 
of  Cod  and  his  fellow  men  and  who.  though  long  since  jvissed  to  the  higher 
life,  is  still  remetiil)i n d  with  grntrftil  appreciation  by  many  who  knew  hini 
and  sat  under       l)lesseil  ministrations. 

Stephen  B.  W  ard  was  bom  in  Randolph,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  oji  July 
22,  1816.  His  i«rents>  Jo«iah  and  Mindwell  (Harris)  Ward,  both  died  be- 
fore he  was  four  years  okt,  and  he  was  bound  to  William  Jones,  of  Randolph, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  hv  was  nineteen  years  old.  He  was  given  the 
advantage  of  a  good  practical  e<hication  in  the  common  schools  and  by  pri- 
vate studv,  having  followed  a  systematic  c<»urse  of  reading,  .\fter  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  1839,  he  lived  in  Uantlolph  and  in  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  until  1842,  when,  on  January  22d,  he  moved  to  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  settling  on  land  which  he  had  previously  purchased  in  Wilmington 
township  and  to  the  improvement  and  cidtivation  of  which  he  now  devoted 
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hii,  attention.  At  the  age  ot  sixteen  years  Mr.  W  ard  iunl  l)een  converteU  anU 
joined  the  Congregational  diurch,  but  in  1841  be  united  with  the  Baptist 
church,  and  was  soon  afterwards  licensed  to  preach.    After  comuig  to 

DeKalb  county,  and  while  engaged  in  farming,  lie  b.xl  ;ip]H)iiunients  to 
preach  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  traseling  through  the  woods  on  foot 
or  on  horseback,  often  riding  twenty  or  thirty  miles  a  day  in  order  to  fill  his 
appointments.  In  the  sununer  <»f  1847  he  was  reguLarly  orUaitied  a  minister 
and  thereafter  he  devoted  the  greater  (Kirt  of  his  attention  to  the  preaching 
of  the  go^l  and  pastoral  work  up  to  about  1880,  when  advanrinj^  age  com^ 
peiled  him  to  relinquish  his  work  and  retire  to  more  iirivatc  life.  He  had 
moved  to  Auburn  in  1852,  and  there  his  death  occurred  on  January  30,  1894. 
in  the  seventy-eightli  \-ear  of  his  asfe.  As  a  preacher  Rev.  Ward  possessed 
peculiar  force  and  im  wht,  at  times  rismg  to  heij^hts  ut  oratory  and  always 
commanding  the  close  attention  of  his  hearers.  During  his  active  years  he 
was  a  busy  man  and  it  is  said  that  he  fierformed  more  marriage  ceremonies 
and  hdd  more  funeral  services  than  any  other  minister  in  DeKalb  county. 
He  was  a  most  eariusi  and  zealoin  (  iiris  i;iu.  his  life  Ix'ing  a  l)eatttiful  exam- 
ple of  simple,  trusting  faith.  He  loved  his  fellow  man  and  it  was  his  great, 
absorbing  desire  to  bring  them  intri  a  kiiowledi^e  of  a  nol>ltr  atid  a  lusher 
life.  He  was  one  of  tlic  strong  pillars  of  his  church  in  tliis  c(»ninnuuty  an<l 
was  public  spirited  in  his  attitude  towards  all  movements  for  the  general 
welfare.  He  took  a  high  moral  stand  on  all  |M>litica]  questions  of  the  day,  and 
was  a  strong  advcjcate  of  tem|)erance.  in  lH)th  public  and  private  lift  ,  his  own 
life  being  in  strict  accord  with  his  teachings.  He  was  a  member  of  the  In- 
diana Lct,'islature  in  1857. 

In  1839  Rev.  Stephen  I'..  Ward  wa.^  inairicd  to  Laura  .\thert«»n  BnK>k.s, 
who  was  born  at  Dalton,  New  Hampshire,  on  I-'ebruary  10,  1823,  and  who 
died  at  Auburn,  Indiana,  on  March  20,  i€foy.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Dr. 
George  W.  and  Mary  (Atherton)  Brooks.  The  mother  died  when  her 
daughter.  Mrs.  W  ard,  was  but  an  infant  and  th(  !  m  r  was  taken  by  her  father 
to  N'ew  York,  and  later  ti>  I-<jrain  roittity.  (Mno.  wliere  her  marriage  oc- 
curred. She-  also  made  a  public  pr( ir\-si< iii  nf  religion  at  an  early  age  and 
joined  the  Baptist  churcii,  ol  which  she  reinaineti  an  earnest  and  steadfast 
member  until  she  passed  from  the  church  militant  to  the  church  triumphant. 
She  was  to  her  husband  a  true  helpmate  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  en- 
during  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  early  days,  antl  in  after  years  her 
recital  of  pioneer  incidents  wa*  I>i)th  intiresting  and  instructive.  To  Rev. 
Stephen  B.  and  Laura  Ward  were  lx>rn  three  children,  namely:    Mary  A.. 
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born  Januar\  15,  1850,  who  became  tfie  wife  of  Lieut.  John  H.  Ehlers*  of 

tlu-  MIrvcntli  Indiana  Battery  in  the  Civil  war,  a  rank  practically  the  same  aft 
captain  in  tlio  in  rant  r  v  ^crvirc.  Mr.  h'hUT'^  IxTnmc  a  y>n)inincnt  druKj;ist  at 
Auburn,  where  lie  lived  until  his  death,  which  ()ccurred  on  June  ^2,  1K82. 
His  widow,  who  continues  to  reside  in  Aulmrn,  is  well  known  for  her  rclig 
ious  and  educational  work,  having  been  for  a  number  of  years  after  her  hus- 
band's death  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Society,  her  lalxtrs  callinu  her  frecjuently  into  the  Southern  states,  where  she 
spent  n>tich  of  her  time.  She  was  for  several  \ears  an  instructor  in  Sliaw 
l^nnerNily,  and  in  the  Baptist  Mission  lrainin«;  school  at  C  lnca^'*.  llarri? 
D.  Ward,  bi>rn  January  8.  1847,  is  a  successful  niercluuit  at  Kendallville.  In- 
diana. He  married  Florence  Iddin^s  July  8.  iB6q,  and  their  only  son.  Ijewis 
Ward,  is  with  his  father  in  the  ^tore.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Mallory 
November  10,  1897.  and  is  the  father  of  a  'Im  juer.  Florence,  born  !  >  r.m- 
f)er  31.  iStMt  \'esla  M..  l)orn  April  1^41,  who  i«  the  widow  of  the  late 
Dr.  David  I,  Swart'^.  r«*»;>des  al  Anlnnn,  wlun-  slu-  is  prac!icini(  medicine. 
.She  and  her  late  husltand  are  mctitioncd  at  length  eiscwliere  m  this  work. 


DAVIS  E.  CARUTH. 

The  memory  of  the  worthy  subject  of  this  memorial  biography  is  re> 
vercd  '  v  i  ht>st  of  friends  and  acciuaintanccH,  he  having  jtiicnt  his  energies 

through  a  long  life  of  strenuous  endeavor  to  make  the  most  of  his  opjiortuni- 
ties  a>  well  as  to  n-»si«.t  as  Ik-i  lie  conM  his  n^ii^lihors  to  iiu|)rove  their  condi- 
tion, for  he  did  not  lielieve  in  living  to  liinisrif  alone,  manifesting  an  altruistic 
spirit  and  kind  heart,  his  sympathies  going  out  to  tlMMie  who  needed  assi.st- 
ance  or  encouragement,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  proved  signally  true 
to  every  trust.  He  possessi-d  a  social  nature  and  by  bis  genial  and  kindly  at- 
titude to  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  he  won  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  evcr\rine. 

Davis  F.  Caruth  was  horn  in  Chester  coutuv.  l\iinsvlv.inia.  Mav  16. 
185J.  After  securing  his  education  in  the  public  school>  he  entered  the 
emi)lo>  of  railroads  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-€ine  years,  when  the  BaUinM>re 
&  Ohio  road  was  being  built  through  DefCalb  county,  he  eame  here  as  a  line- 
man, working  the  line  con'<trucli<«n  at  the  time  when  the  town  of  Garrett  was- 
just  Ijeing  started.  Me  remained  with  the  Baltimore  81  Ohio  company  for  ^ix 
or  seven  years.    After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1876,  Mr.  Caruth 
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lived  at  Walkerton,  Indiaii;!,  about  four  years  and  then  removed  to  Chicago, 

where  he  was  ent^^ajrid  w  itli  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Telegraph  Cotnpnny,  hav- 
ing in  thar<;c  tlu-  Iiiu-  luaintcnance.  A  year  later  Ik-  ucnt  hack  to  Aithurn  and 
for  a  short  tinie  worked  for  the  Baltimore  &  Oluo  J<.ailroad  Cfunpany  and 
later  lor  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  Coin[xiny,  heing  witli  the  latter  road  about 
five  years  as  superintendent  of  telegra^  construction  between  Chicago  and 
fiullaio.  During  the  period  .of  his  employ  with  the  Nickel  Plate  company 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carulh  Hved  at  Fostoria,  Ohio.  In  1887  they  returned  to 
Auburn  and  cstalili^liLii  their  iiernirinent  h'nm'.  Mrs.  ("aruth's  fatlior  died 
and  Mr.  Caruth  gave  up  his  railroad  work  in  ortler  to  give  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  her  father's  former  business  affairs  and  his  farnis.  Thereafter  Mr. 
Caruth  niatntatned  his  home  liere  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  June  15, 
Z912. 

In  1876  Mr.  Caruth  married  Cornelia  Lnckwood,  the  daughter  of 
Alonzo  and  Rosamond  (Phelps)  Lockwood,  the  latter  hrint;  a  sister  of  Keu- 
ben  l.ockvv(Mxl,  decea.sed,  whose  sketch  appears  elscwlun'  m  ihis  work  Mrs. 
Caruth  was  i>orn  and  reared  »>n  her  father's  farm  about  hvt  nuk^  siuith  of 
Auburn,  and  wlien  about  seven  years  of  age  she  accompanied  her  parents' 
<M  their  removal  to  Auburn,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Caruth.  To  this  uninn  w  ere  bom  two  daughters.  EI«e  J.,  the  wife  of  Ashton 
Stainan,  a  druggist  at  Auburn,  and  Gertrude  C  ,  the  wife  of  Edward  O. 
Little,  jeweler  ami  city  clerk  of  Auburn,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Caruth  was  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  luiving  ijeen  a 
member  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  thirty^'seoond  degree,  for  over  twenty  years. 
Religiously,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  ami  during  his 
entire  life  he  always  stood  for  the  right  regardless  of  i>ublic  sentiment.  Be- 
cause of  his  positixe  ^»rind  on  all  <|uestit)ns  and  his  hij^ii  persemal  character 
he  W'on  a  host  of  frientls  who  eslreniet!  him  for  his  genuine  worth.  \\c  was 
deeply  interesleti  in  everything  that  was  for  the  iK'tternient  of  the  town  in 
which  he  lived  and  lent  a  helping  hand  whenever  he  could  for  the  public  wel- 
fare. He  loved  his  fellow  men  irrespective  of  rank  or  circumstances  and 
was  in  turn  beloved  by  them.  He  remembered  the  sick  in  their  distress  and 
was  their  friend  in  their  hours  of  isolation  and  trouble  and  fre«|uently  gave 
material  assistance  wlure  it  was  needed.  During  his  active  life  he  gave  strict 
attention  to  his  business  affairs  and  for  many  years  he  never  lost  a  day 
while  in  railroad  employ.  His  superior  oilicei  s  held  him  in  the  highest  regard, 
for  he  was  not  only  well  qualified  to  discharge  important  official  duties,  but 
was  a  nun  who  without  effort  made  friends  and  always  retained  them. 
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EDWARD  O.  UTTLE, 

Edward  O.  Little  was  lx)rn  in  Auburn,  Indiana,  un  March  i,  1879,  and 
is  tlie  son  of  Henry  E.  and  Sylvia  (Orr)  Little.  Henry  E.  Little  was  borv 
in  Willtamsport,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and 
Amanda  (McDowell)  l.ittle.  Amanda  McDowell,  who  was  born  at  I^in- 
caster  City,  Pennsylvania,  was  a  daughter  of  Rol>ert  and  Mary  (Roth)  Mc- 
Dowell, and  accnm|»nnied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to  Cnhmibia  and 
thence  to  WilliamsiKirt.  where  her  marriage  occurred.  Andrew  Jackson 
Little  was  a  mitivc  of  Columbia.  Connecticut.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
mained at  Williamsport  for  some  years,  being  engaged  in  his  young  man- 
hood as  a  teacher  in  the  college  at  that  place.  During  the  same  period  he 
devoted  all  his  leisure  time  to  the  stmly  of  law ,  acquiring  a  fine  legal  educa- 
tion. He  was  admitted  to  tlie  bar  and  drvelo|)e<l  into  a  most  successful 
lawyer,  practicins^  extensively  in  the  I'ennsvlvania  su])reme  couri.  He  was 
a  man  of  force  and  strong  personality  anrl  was  especially  strong  as  a  pleader 
before  court  and  jury.  He  practiced  for  many  years  in  Pennsylvann.  but 
about  i860  he  was  induced  to  go  to  Coldwater.  Michigan,  where  he  met  with 
great  financial  reverses.  S<m\  afterward  he  niove<l  to  I'ort  NVayne.  Indiana, 
where  he  remained  until  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war.  whi-n  he  moved  to 
Auburn,  continuing*  in  hi"!  law  practice  there.  About  1880  Mr.  Little  suffered 
an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  from  the  elTccts  of  which  hi*;  health  was  |K'r- 
niancntly  injured  and  thereafter  he  relin<|uished  his  law  practice,  living  re- 
tired until  his  death,  which  occurred  m  1884.  He  left  a  widow  and  four 
children:  Andrew  Jadcson.  William.  Henry  and  John  Conger.  Henry  E. 
Little,  after  completing  his  common  .•^:hrK)l  education,  learned  the  printing 
trade  at  .^ubum  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Auburn  Courier. 
of  which  he  became  foreman  at  the  lime  when  the  oflice  was  fywned  by 
James  Barnes.  Later  Mr.  Little  bought  a  paper  at  Hicksville,  but  soon  after- 
wards sold  out  and  he  and  his  brother,  Andrew  Jackson  Little,  started  the 
Garrett  Clipper.  He  was  a  strong  and  forcible  writer  and  a  courageous 
newspaper  man  and  was  not  afraid  to  speak  the  tntth  regardless  of  fear  or 
favor.  He  and  his  brother  develofied  the  pai>cr  into  nnr  of  the  best  news- 
pai>ers  of  the  mtumtinity,  with  a  large  ciiculalion.  Imi  they  eventually  sold 
the  paper,  though  later  Henry  and  his  son,  I'racy  Little,  bought  it  hack  and 
ran  it  until  Henry  Little's  death,  which  occurred  on  July  27.  1905.  Sylvia 
(Orr)  Little,  wife  of  Henry  E.^  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Rachel 
(Updike)  Orr.  Rachel  Updike  Orr  was  bom  in  1833  and  traced  her  anoes- 
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try  back  to  Loais  Jansen  op  Dyck,  a  Hollander  whu  caim  to  America  before 
1653,  and  located  at  Albany,  New  York.  He  was  descended  from  the 
nobility  in  Holland  and  through  them  from  the  ancient  races  that  warred 

with  the  Romans,  his  ancestry  being  traced  to  Henric,  who  was  bom  in  1 261 
of  a  kniffhtly  family.  Rachel  Ufxlike  Orr's  father  was  John  Updike,  who 
was  the  son  of  George  Updike,  a  son  of  Esquire  Luther  Updike,  the  latter  a 
justice  of  the  fieace  in  Kingwotxl,  Alexanciria  ami  liunlcrdon  counties.  New 
York,  and  for  fifty  years  was  an  associate  judge  of  the  common  pleas  court, 
and  was  an  ensign  in  the  war  of  Revolution,  having  served  through  the 
greater  part  of  that  struggle.  He  was  a  man  of  ability,  prominently  con- 
nected with  public  aflfaiis.  well  to  do  in  his  finances  and  a  sticcessful  and 
popular  preacher  in  the  Haptist  church.  Ati  uncle  of  Rachel  Orr,  (reorge 
Updike,  was  a  prominent  man  in  New  York  city,  and  was  active  in  pro- 
curing Lincoln's  nomination,  he  himself  being  elected  mayor  of  New  York 
city.  Sylvia  (Orr)  Little  died  at  Auburn,  Indiana,  May  14,  1910. 

Edward  O.  Little  was  reared  in  Auburn  and  graduated  from  the  high 
school  in  1897.  During  the  following  five  years  he  servetl  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  jeweler's  trade  under  the  direction  of  D.  A.  Hinlge,  at  that  time  a  jew- 
eler in  Auburn  Mr  Little  then  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  in  a 
small  way  at  (jarreil,  where  he  remained  nine  monihs,  and  in  1903  removed 
to  Auburn,  opening  a  store  in  a  small  frame  building  <m  Main  street  between 
Seventh  and  Bighth  streets.  He  prospered  in  his  venture  and  in  the  f  oltow- 
ing  March  he  moved  his  store  to  his  present  place  of  business  on  the  north 
side  of  Seventh  street,  iu<t  west  of  Main,  where  he  has  been  in  business  ever 
since.  He  carries  a  lar^^e  ami  well  selected  stock  of  jewelry  ami  altogether  has 
a  store  that  is  a  cretlit  to  the  city.  He  is  a  good  workman  and  lias  always 
evinced  a  desire  to  thoroughly  itlease  his  patrons. 

Mr.  Little  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  to  him  belongs  the  distincti«>n 
of  having  served  in  an  elective  public  office  longer  than  any  other  person 
served  in  Auburn  up  to  this  writing.  He  was  elected  city  clerk  of  Auburn  in 
the  spring  of  1904,  and  has  been  tw  ice  elected  to  succeed  binisclf  The  dis- 
charge of  his  important  duties  lias  l>ecti  characterized  by  the  utmost  taith- 
fuliiess  and  ability  and  he  has  been  rei^eatedly  urged  to  stand  for  re-election, 
but  has  refused  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  again.  He  has  been  prominent 
id  local  political  affairs,  and  for  four  years,  from  1904  to  1909,  he  served  as 
secretary  of  the  Democratic  county  Committee  and  for  the  last  four  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  exccntivi-  committer'  of  the  organization  Frater- 
nally, he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  since  1900.  and  has 
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held  various  official  |)<>vitinii>  in  the  f)rder.  having;  served  as  past  chancellor, 
keeper  of  record-^  and  and  master  of  work.  Wv  rds<^  a  n  emf)c  r  <'i  the 
Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  everv  *IrL;rn  up  t(i  the  tiltcenih  de- 
gree of  the  Scottish  Rile.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Little  are  nienii)ers  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

On  October  21,  1903,  Mr.  Little  was  united  in  marriage  to  Gertrude 
C  Caruth,  the  daughter  of  n.n  is  R.  .uid  (  omeha  C.  (Ix>ckwood)  Camth. 
who  are  mentioned  elscwin  ie  in  this  work  Mr<.  Little  was  horn  at  W  al- 
kerton,  Tndi.nia,  1  n  Scptiinher  !.  i<^79.  and  in  her  chiUlhocKl  acconi|)anied 
her  parents  on  their  removal  to  Auburn,  where  she  has  lived  ever  since.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Little  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  James  Edward,  bt)rn  April  21. 
1906,  and  Robert  Henry.  Ix>rn  December  23.  1908. 


MILES  BAXTER. 

Few  residents  of  DeKalb  county  are  as  well  and  favorahl\  kin)wn  as  the 
enterprisinjc  hn-;!n«-.<  ni.-m  ritnl  representative  nti/.en  whose  life  story  is  briefly 
told  in  the  1(i11i.\mh<(  lines  and  none  stands  hijjher  than  he  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  ot  the  community  in  wh.ich  he  ri'sides  and  for  the  material  atl- 
vancement  of  which  he  has  dex'oted  sn  much  of  hi$  time  and  influence. 

Miles  Baxter  was  born  along  ttie  north  line  of  DeKalh  county,  two 
miles  west  of  Hamilton.  Indiana.  <  n  January  27,  1864.  and  is  the  son  of 
.'Vntlrew  K.  and  l^li/aheth  (l?ro\vn)  liaster.  \ndrew  P.axter  was  iM.rn  in 
\N  ;t-.hini;ton  coum\.  IVmi>.\ Ivania.  ami  ^*  a-  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(  Koiiers)  Ma-xter.  He  spent  his  cluidiiood  u\  his  native  slate,  and  then  came 
with  his  mother  to  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  where  he  met  and  marrietl  Nancy 
Brown.  She  was  born  in  .AKegheny  cottnty.  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Ellen  (Ritchie)  Brown,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland  an<I  the 
latter  of  Ireland.  Williain  and  Sarah  Baxter  were  Scotch-Irish  I'reshyter- 
ian>  from  the  north  of  ln  laii>l  Xiuin  \n  ^'..'.xtcr  rnnte  t<t  TVKalh  rountv. 
Indiana,  in  t!ie  fall  of  iS|ri  .md  (ritiied  a  tract  o)  iioserntnent  l.ind  m  section 
5,  Franklin  township.  He  hniii  a  cabui.  alter  which  he  returned  to  Ohio  and 
as  early  as  possible  the  next  sprin<,'  he  hronjjht  his  family  to  tlieir  new  hf>me. 
The  land  not  being  cleared,  he  first  planted  corn  by  striking  his  axe  into  the 
ground,  dropping  com  into  the  hole  and  then  stepping  on  it,  closing  the  hole. 
In  that  way  he  raised  enough  of  a  crop  for  feeding  purposes.  He  spent  prae> 
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tically  the  rest  nt  his  Hfe  on  that  ptiice,  or  until  i88<;,  wht-n  he  moved  to 
Auburn,  where  he  died  when  ninety-one  xcars  old.  Ho  >erved  several  times 
'd>i  trustee  and  as  assessor  of  his  tf>wnshij).  lie  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  died  in  January.  1856,  leaving  eight  children,  lilvina,  Mllen.  William, 
Andrew,  Mary  Jane,  John  W.,  Nancy  Rmelmc  and  James  B.  About  two 
years  later  he  married  his  first  wife's  <«tster,  Elizabeth  Brown,  who  became  the 
mother  of  six  sims,  five  ti(  whom  ji^ew  to  tnatnrity  ami  stirvive<l  her,  namely: 
("harlc*;  O  .  Miles,  Cliauncey,  Cor\-  and  (ieortre.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  on  January  3,  1877,  and  Andreu  UaxUr  tUed  on  DecenilKr  18. 
igo^.  lie  wa-i  n  I Veshylerian  at  heart  and  had  fjrea*  res|MTf  ami  veiieratioTi 
for  the  eliurcl).  inil  never  joined  t»!rmally.  Me  was  deeply  intere>led  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  always  voted  the  straif^ht  Democratic  ticket.  His  relation.s 
with  his  family  were  of  the  highest  order,  a  warm  affection  existing  between 
them,  though  there  wa^^  hut  little  demonstration  of  thi^  feelinir.  Accordinj,*  to 
prp<^pnt  day  standards.  In  n"!  possess  much  of  an  educatinn.  but  in  the 
tundamentaN  }ie  nr^s  well  informed  an<l.  hein<,'  a  man  of  strotiir  connnon 
sense  and  sound  ind),'ment.  his  advice  was  con.sideretl  valuable  by  tliose  wh<» 
sought  it.  He  under.«itnod  arithmetic  well  and  was  an  excellent  penman,  and 
did  much  in  the  way  of  Instructing  hi«  children  in  their  studies  and  stimulat- 
ing them  in  their  educational  efforts.  Tliat  his  influence  was  effectual  is 
noted  in  the  fact  tliat.  with  hut  two  or  three  exceptions,  all  of  the  children 
became  <r!i-.<.l  teachers. 

Miles  Baxter  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  vmlil  lie  was  alwuit  seven- 
teen years  old.  when,  having  a  ilesire  to  lake  teachinjf,  he  began  attend- 
ing teachers*  normal  schools  m  ortler  to  prepare  himself  for  tliat  vocation. 
He  taught  his  first  term  of  Khool  during  the  w  inter  ftf  1883-4  and  then  .spent 
two  years  in  the  Tri-State  N'<>rmal  School  at  Angola.  He  then  t  iui,'ht  for 
about  six  years.  nft(r  which,  during  1887.  be  was  a  travelint^  srilesnian  tu 
Kansas.  Returninj^  then  to  r)eKa!h  county,  lie  tauj^ht  school  for  two  or 
three  winters,  farming  during  the  summers.  In  1891  Mr.  Baxter  took  up  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother.  John  Baxter,  continuing  to  apply 
himself  in  this  way  about  two  years.  He  then  went  on  the  road  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Auburn  Foundry  and  Machine  Works  for  about  four  years,  and 
then  for  a  time  was  interest e<l  in  tin  grfKcry  and  restaurant  iNisiness.  In 

IQOo  ^T^.  Baxter  en^raged  in  (he  real  e^t.ile,  h>:\v  :nul  iriMirance  bn«;ine<s  at 
Auburn,  which  has  commanded  his  attention  e\er  -^iiue  Mr.  Ba.xter  .s  pre- 
vious experience  had  been  a  \aluable  schooling  for  him  in  some  respects  for 
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the  line  to  which  he  is  now  giving  his  efforts,  besides  which  his  sound  judg- 
ment, accurate  inlormation  as  to  real  values  and  his  persistcnqr  have  brought 
their  rewards,  and  he  is  now  commanding  his  full  share  of  the  local  patron- 
age in  his  lines. 

Mr.  Haxter,  from  the  time  he  uttaitutl  hi-^  niajoritv,  has  l)ccii  active  in 
hi.s  suppiirt  of  ihf  Di-uiocratic  pnrtv  anil  >ince  alxnu  i8S8  has  been  crmnected 
witij  llic  county  central  coniiiiittce.  hrom  1906  to  1910  he  was  county  chair- 
man and  has  twice  been  a  delegate  to  state  conventions  of  his  party,  having 
been  chairman  of  the  DeKalb  cmmty  delegation  to  the  ctmvention  which 
nominated  Thomas  K.  Marshall  for  governor.  Fie  has  frequently  been 
active  in  conijressional  district  pjlitics.  While  in  the  restatirant  and  grocery 
husincss  Mr  IJa.xtcr  served  two  years  as  trea'^nrcr  of  Auhurn,  givint,'  a  satis- 
factory admini.stration  of  the  office,  and  from  1900  it)  1904  he  ser^'ed  as 
trustee  of  Union  township.  In  1913  he  wa^  reennmiendefl  by  Congressmait 
Oim  for  the  postmastership  at  Auburn. 

In  i88q  Miles  Baxter  was  married  to  Kf<dlie  McDowell,  who  was  bom 
and  reared  on  the  McDowell  farm,  a  short  <listance  west  of  Aubum,  being 
the  (lau^^htcr  of  F.Iijali  J  and  Mary  A.  ((ieorge)  MrDoweM  Twf»  children 
were  l)orn  of  this  uni<»n,  one  dyini:  in  infancy  and  ilie  otiier  at  tlie  a,u'e  f»f  si.\- 
tcen  months.  Mrs.  Ba.xter  ilied  in  June.  1892.  and  on  January  12,  1897. 
Mr.  Baxter  married  Minnie  McDowell,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  They 
have  two  children,  Hden  and  Stanley  Miles. 

Mr.  Baxter  and  family  are  iclentified  with  the  IVeshyterian  church,  of 
which  he  is  a  trustee  and  <  itlu  rw  i-^e  active  in  advancinjf  its  ituercsts.  Frater- 
nally, Ite  is  a  nienther  of  \ul)nr:i  I.nchjfe  No,  u)!.  Knipht^  of  r*vtliins.  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  for  eighteen  years.  He  has  passed  through  all 
the  chairs  of  the  subordinate  lodge  and  has  been  a  tlclegate  to  the  grand 
lodge.  In  connection  with  Aulnim  l^ge  there  is  a  Fraternal  Relief  Assf>- 
ciation*  composed  of  niiember.<t  uf  ihc  order,  the  organization  providing  a 
fund  for  the  immediate  use  <if  the  family  incase  of  <leath.  Of  this  organiza- 
tion Mr.  Baxter  is  president.  He  is  also  a  tnemher  of  the  American  ^'eoman 
and  llie  Tribe  of  Bcn-Hur  Mr  P.axter  is  eartu  -l  in  his  sup{M>rt  of  every 
movemcrU  which  is  calculated  to  advance  the  hest  iiUerests  «>f  the  connnun- 
ity  along  any  legitimate  line.  By  his  advocacy  of  wholesome  living,  pure 
politics  and  honesty  in  business,  he  has  long  enjoyed  the  undivided  respect 
and  esteem  i>f  dl  who  knou  him.  being  regarded  as  me  of  DeKatb  county's 
most  substantial  and  worthy  citizens. 
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EDGAR  W.  ATKINSON. 

The  subject  of  biography  yields  to  no  other  in  point  ot  interest  and 
pr<^  It  tdls  of  the  success  and  defeats  of  men.  the  difiiailties  Uwy  have 
encountered  and  gives  an  insight  into  the  methods  and  plans  tiiey  have  pur- 

i^ued.  The  obvious  lessons  therein  taught  will  prove  of  great  benefit  if  follow- 
ed, and  the  exampli.'  of  tlie  '^elf-niadf  mnn  should  certainly  (.nrotiragc  others 
into  whose  cradle  smilins,'  fin  tune  lias  cast  no  glittering  crown  to  press  for- 
ward to  nobler  aims  and  higher  ideals. 

Hdgar  W.  Atkinson,  who  enjoys  marked  prestige  in  DeKatb  county  as  a 
leading  member  of  the  legal  frateniity,  and  who  is  now  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  public-spirited  citizens  of  Auburn,  was  liorn  at  Htverly,  Ohio, 
on  February  21,  1877,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  M  ( Ludman) 
Atkinson.  Mr.  Atkinson  .sjx;nt  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  fami  at  Bev- 
erly, attenduig  the  common  schools  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  had  taken  an  examination  for  teacher's  license  and 
had  received  his  certificate.  Continuing  his  studies  two  years  longer  he 
then  began  teaching  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  secured  a  Hrst-dass  certifi- 
cate for  five  years  and  rendering  him  e.xempt  from  examination.  A  year 
or  two  later  he  took  an  exatninatinn  to  teach  algebra,  physiology,  physics 
and  chemistry,  receiving  certificates  in  those  .suJ)jects.  He  followed  the  vo- 
cation of  a  teacher  for  seven  years,  and  then,  aspiring  to  higher  and  wider 
fidds  of  usefulness,  he  attended  Valpftiaiso  University,  at  Valpanuso,  Indiana, 
where  be  pursued  classical  studies  and  also  the  law  course,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  June,  1Q03.  Mr.  Atkinson  then  came  to  Auburn  and  with 
a  classmate  named  John  Stafford  formed  a  partnership  and  they  hc^n  the 
active  practice  of  law.  .\  year  later  Mr.  Stafford  returned  to  his  home  in 
Kentucky  and  thereafter  Mr.  Atkinstm  j)racticed  alone  until  June.  1906. 
when  he  became  deputy  clerk  of  the  DeKalb  circuit  court,  holding  this  posi- 
tion until  December  i,  ipofL  He  then  formed  a  law  partnership  with  W. 
W.  Sharpless  and  for  fifteen  months  they  maintained  a  law  office  at  Garrett, 
Indiana.  On  March  i,  \<)i<^,  Mr  Atkinson  returned  to  .^lThtlm  and  he 
formefl  a  imrtnership  seven  days  later  with  Dan  ^T  I. ink,  with  whom  lu-  has 
continued  in  the  practice.  The  .story  of  Mr.  Atkinson's  life  is  an  interesting 
one,  showing  a  determination  to  succeed  that  would  brook  no  obstacles  and 
a  spirit  of  industry  that  was  deterred  by  no  amount  of  work,  elements  that 
were  bound  to  insure  success  in  any  undertaking.  W'hiU-  in  the  clerk's  office 
Mr.  Atkinson  was  frequently  employed  from  seven  in  the  morning  until  ten 
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at  night  studying  law  at  every  Icistire  nionjcnt  and  leiirning  by  mcniory  every 
case  <m  the  d<Kket.  He  w.i'-  ui  a  disjiosition  that  enabled  Iiim  !■>  avoid  an- 
tagonism and  be  made  warm  trietlds  of  praetir.-dlv  every  fellow  member  of 
tile  bar.  His  removal  to  Garrett  was  wiili  a  delimte  idea  m  view  and  be 
returne<l  to  Aubiim  with  the  same  definite  plan  before  him.  Farsi^ted. 
keen  and  sagacious,  he  always  aims  to  be  sure  that  he  is  right  and  then,  when 
so  assured*  he  bcridly  goes  ahead  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  regardless  of 
outside  opinion  or  criticism.  Messrs.  .Atkinson  vK-  l  ink  have  Ix-en  en'.,':iired 
in  nntch  of  tlu-  imiH  rtaiit  litigation  wbicb  has  been  tried  in  the  ltK.al  courts, 
incUuling  matiy  cases  venned  to  tliis  court  from  tithcr  counties, Ihcy  have 
been  uniformly  successful  in  their  practice.  Mr.  .Atkinson  i«  careful  and 
thorough  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases  and  prompt  in  the  handling  of  them, 
and  bec.'iu^o  of  the  careful  observance  of  professional  ethics  nuA  his  cour- 
tesv  the  other  nicnil  cr<  of  the  bar  he  is  held  in  high  i  -^tomi  liv  his  colleagues. 
In  the  public  lite  i>i  Uu  mtnmunity  Mr.  .\tkinson  lia-  ->h(>\\i'  a  commenda- 
ble interest,  giving  ln>  earnest  support  to  every  movement  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  his  feltows,  and  because  of  hi.s  jvenial  disp(isiti(in 
and  unassuming  manner  he  has  endeared  himself  to  all  who  know  him. 

On  June  23,  190S.  Mr.  .\tkinson  married  Mar\  F.  Rose,  the  daughter  of 
Judge  James  K.  and  Mary  F.  Rose,  and  to  this  union  have  been  lx>m  a  dauKh- 
ter.  Virginia  Rose,  awl  a  son.  Joseph  Edward. 


RALPH  U  THUiMAS. 

The  career  of  the  well  known  and  highly  respected  gentlenvin  who!»e 
name  heads  this  review  illustiiitcs  forcibly  the  possibilities  that  are  open  in 
this  fair  land  of  ours  to  men  of  earnest  pur[Mise,  integrity  and  sterling  busi- 
neSS  qualifications.  A  well  spent  life  and  an  lionorable  career  constitute  bis 
record,  and  he  is  esteemed  h\  a  Imst  f.f  friends  in  the  cily  of  Auburn,  where 
he  mainlains  his  home,  and  tiiroughoui  Uelvalb  county. 

Ralph  L.  Thomas,  of  Auburn,  Indiana,  ex-sheriff  of  DeKalb  county 
and  now  deputy  sheriff,  was  bom  in  this  city  on  the  6th  day  of  April.  1874, 
and  is  the  son  of  David  F.  and  Jemima  (Link)  Thomas,  the  former  being  the 
son  of  Havid  and  Anna  (Hatchie)  Thomas,  his  birth  having  occurreil  near 
Canton,  Stark  county,  nhi<\  in  1841.  David  Thomas  was  1x>rn  in  \\\i?h- 
ingt'-n  cminlv,  Pettnsylvaiiia,  in  1805,  an<l  was  the  son  of  Jolin  and  Mary 
Thomas,  who  settled  in  Ohio  m  1810,  being  nmnberrti  among  ilie  early  pio- 


I 

Digitized  by  Google 


ilEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA.  493 

V 

neers  of  that  state.  John  Thomas  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Anna 

Batchie,  who  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  tluir  family  came  to  America.  Here  her  father  Hved  tu  an  advanced 
age,  his  death  occurring  at  the  as^c  of  one  hundred  years  and  nine  months. 
David  Thoinas  and  Anna  Hatchic  were  married  in  Stark  county.  Ohio, 
where  tlicy  resided  imtil  1846,  when  they  moved  to  Louisv  ille,  that  stale,  and 
eventttatly  came  to  Richland  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  David 
Thomas  died  on  March  3,  1862.  being  survived  a  number  of  years  by  his 
widow,  who  died  on  April  26,  1883.  David  F.  Thomas,  who  accom|>anied  his 
parent-  ic  iX'Kalb  nnintv  in  iSio.  \vn<  ro'iivd  n?i  tlu-  limine  farm  in  Rii-li 
land  township  and  lived  there  until  hi.s  marriage  to  Jemima  Link  in  l8<>6,  re- 
siding there  also  for  a  short  lime  atlcruard.  In  1870  lie  moved  to  the  Link 
farm,  on  which  the  city  of  (larrett  h  now  located,  where  he  resided  two 
years,  moving  then  to  Auburn,  where,  with  the  exception  of  two  years. 
1801  and  1892.  spent  in  Chicago,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  in  i«)<>f)-  was  an  espi-r!  all-around  mechanic,  ran  a  threshing 
machine  and  rniild  constrncl  an  engine  or  huild  n  hun-^e  from  fountlatic'U  to 
r'M>t.  lie  was  a  Democrat  in  his  jx»litieal  views,  hut  was  ni>t  an  active  parti- 
ran.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was.  Jemima  E.  Link,  was  bom  in  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  in  1844.  ami  was  the  daughter  t\{  Samuel  and  Susannah 
(I^ntz)  Link.  Samuel  Link  was  the  son  of  Adam  Link,  who  was  the  son  of 
Jacol)  Link,  and  it  is  belteve<l  that  hoih  Samuel  and  Adam  were  bom  in  Penn- 
sylvania, lacoh  Link  was  a  gtuisniith  aiul  al-o  manufactured  gun  powder. 
Me  owned  four  hundred  and  tventy  acre-^  of  lautl  wher«-  the  citv  of  W  heel- 
ing.  W  est  V  irginia,  now  stands,  his  Iat;d  now  In  ing  the  site  of  a  large  semi- 
nary. About  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  and  all  his  family, 
excepting  his  son,  Adam,  were  ma^^sacred  by  lndian.s.  Adam,  who  was  away 
from  home  at  the  time  of  the  disaster,  was  warned  on  his  return  .and  fled  ff)r 
his  life.  He  never  returned  to  claim  the  estate,  nor  would  he  permit  his  chil- 
dren to  do  so.  He  hecame  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Kexohition.  parlit  ifKit- 
ing  in  many  of  the  hardest  fouglu  hattles  of  that  struggle,  and  was  an  aid-de- 
camp to  a  general  in  th«it  war.  He  died  in  Crawford  county.  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  one  hundred  and  seven  years,  being  the  last  survivor  but  one  of  the 
war  for  Independence.  Samuel  Link,  father  of  Mrs.  Jemima  Thomas,  was 
married  in  Ohio  to  Siisan  Lant/.  ami  they  reared  eight  children.  W  hile  liv- 
ing at  Ashlanil  he  was  employed  a^-  a  |iump  maker.  In  the  spring  of  1853 
two  of  his  sons  came  to  Auhurn  and  in  the  fall  of  the  following  year  he  and 
his  entire  family  c.ime  to  iX'Kalb  county,  locating  in  Jackson  township.  Here 
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Samuel  Link  continued  to  make  pumps  and  put  down  nearly  all  the  weUs  in 
his  part  uf  the  county,  in  whtdi  he  was  very  successful  financially.  About 

1863  he  hought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  the  town  of  Garrett  now 
stands,  though  at  the  time  he  purchased  the  land  it  was  covered  w  ith  a  dense 
growth  of  timber.  He  buih  there  a  log  cabin  wliirli  wa--  \\n-  first  house  in 
Garrett.  This  houive  remained  until  about  twenty  years  ago  and  was  a  well 
known  landmark.  There  the  Link  family  lived  until  they  sold  the  land  to 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  then  bought  another  farm,  a 
smaller  place  located  near  their  son,  Holmes  Link,  where  they  spent  their  old 
age. 

Ralph  L,  Thomas  was  reared  in  Auburn  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  put)hc  .schools.  When  aiKuu  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  learn- 
ing the  baker's  trade  and  a  year  later  went  to  Lima,  where  he  estaUi^ied  a 
small  bakery  for  another  man.  In  1890  he  and  his  brother,  William  A..  en> 
gaiged  in  the  bakery  business  in  Auburn,  but  the  following  year  they  were  so 
unfortunate  as  to  lose  their  entire  property  by  fire.  For  a  .short  lime  they 
engaged  in  the  wli.  .h  snle  nnd  rct:ul  caiiil\  husiness.  but  later  again  entered 
the  bakery  business,  buying  a  ]>lace  in  tlic  n<irth  part  of  Auburn,  wiure  there 
liad  Ix'en  a  creamery  established.  This  they  overhauled  and  establishct! 
machinery  for  a  steam  bakery  when  they  again  suffered  the  loss  of  their 
plant  by  lire.  Immediately  afterwards  they  put  in  a  temporary  plant  on  Ninth 
street  and  contimied  their  business  vmtil  the>  could  rebtiikl.  Their  new  l)ak- 
er\-  wri'^  located  on  the  <oitili  side  of  Seventh  s»reet.  at  the  corner  of  Kast 
street,  ami  here  the  twn  iMutliers  continued  the  business  tiii;ether  initil  loos^ 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  appointed  city  marshal,  an  appointment 
which  came  to  him  without  any  solidtation  on  his  part,  but  which  he  was 
urged  to  accept  by  the  city  authorities.  He  held  the  position  two  years  and 
rendered  efficient  service  to  the  city,  maintaining  g«M>d  order  without  any 
trouble  worth  mentioning  and  giving  excellent  satisfaction  durini:  tin-  i^-riotl 
•  )i  hi^  ^ervire  In  I'K)-  Mr.  Thomas  opened  the  Interurhan  restaurant,  hav- 
ing a  partner,  i  .  K.  l-  rick.  A  year  later  he  sold  out  and  then  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  his  brother  in  the  biikcry  husiness,  in  which  he  was  engaged 
until  January.  iCfOQ,  In  the  fall  of  Mr  Thomas  was  elected  sheriff  of 
DeKath  county  by  a  niaiority  of  nearly  a  thousand,  the  largest  raaiority  ever 
cast  for  a  candidate  in  DeK.dh  county  up  t(»  that  time.  In  iqio  he  was  re- 
elected hv  a  majoritv  of  twelve  hundred  thirty-nine,  figures  that  have  never 
l>een  ctitnlle*!  in  fh!*;  muutv  During  the  fnur  vears'  teniire  of  hi-;  ufiice  he 
Iwis  had  nvire  than  hve  htindred  prisoners  in  charge,  inchuling  law  breakers 
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and  insane  persons,  and  also  was  bmiiy  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  other  ufti- 
ctal  business,  but  never  lost  a  prisoner  and  had  no  difficulty  in  the  perfonn' 
ance  of  his  duty.  In  191 1  Mr.  Thomas  organized  the  DeKalb  Detective  As- 
sociation and  since  then  every  horse  stolen  in  this  county  has  been  recov- 
ered. The  society  has  seventy-two  memliers  distributed  over  the  county, 
covering  all  the  main  n>a<ls  in  each  townshi]>  On  the  commission  of  a  crimt- 
a  notice  is  sent  out  to  each  member  to  l)c  on  liie  hjokout  and  he  warns  all  his 
neighbors,  so  tlwt  many  arc  on  the  alert  all  over  the  county  when  a  crime  is 
committed,  and  it  is  thus  comparatively  eas)  to  apprehend  a  horse  thief  and 
other  criminals.  Mr.  Thomas  has  thus  had  a  varied  career,  having  been  a 
l>akcr.  a  manufacturer  of  candies,  and  a  public  official,  and  in  every  phase  of 
life's  i-iuicnvors  to  which  1u-  has  devoted  himself,  he  has  ])erf<irmtHl  his  part 
as  a  mail  ain((ii<;  nuii.  cwr  rccxiv  ini;  thr  cnntulence  antl  regard  of  all  who 
have  known  him.  \V  Inle  engage<l  m  the  candy  business,  he  and  his  brother 
manufactured  what  was  known  as  Thomas  Brothers  Cough  Drops  which 
attained  a  marked  degree  of  popularity  and  reached  a  wide  sale. 

Politically.  Mr.  Thomas  has  l)ecn  a  life-long  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic jKirty,  having  l)een  active  in  the  state  and  roimty  organi/^itions  and 
doing  effectual  work  dnrinj^  camj>aigns.  l-"raternaliy,  he  is  a  nieTTi!)er  nf 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  knights  of  the  Macaibees,  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  and  also  helped 
institute  the  local  lodge  of  the  Modem  Samaritans.  Personally,  Mr.  Thomas 
is  a  man  of  s|dendid  physique,  a  good  mixer,  makes  friends  easily  and  was  a 
brave  and  fearless  officer  in  the  discharj^'e  of  his  official  duties,  though  with 
malice  toward  none  and  charity  ti>  all.  In  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men 
he  is  courifi  iu>  and  genial  and  jK)Sses>.in«j^  marked  <lomestic  taste,  he  hmis  his 
chiel  mjoyment  in  his  home  where,  laying  aside  the  cares  of  business  life,  he 
enjoys  the  companionship  of  his  wife  and  children. 

When  but  seventeen  years  oM  Ralph  L.  Thomas  married  Olive  Kiplin- 
ger,  of  Waterloo,  the  daughter  of  Mich.nel  ami  Flora  (Dennison)  Kiplinger, 
whose  sketch  appears  e'sewhere  in  l\u>  work  To  lliis  union  were  I)i>rn  five 
children,  namelv:  \'ii1>>r,  who  is  en^;a^'ed  witli  the  Home  Telei)lu>iie  ("<im- 
pany  at  Auburn.  marrie<i  luina  Baumgartner,  of  W  arsaw ;  Bernard  died  at 
the  age  of  four  yeans;  Ruth  died  at  the  age  of  three  years,  thdr  deaths  oc- 
curring but  four  days  apart,  fom  diphtheria ;  LaVone  died  at  the  age  of  two 
and  one-half  years  of  scarlet  fever;  .Dale  is  now  eight  years  oM,  and  is  the 
idolized  member  of  the  family. 
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JOHN  C.  LOCHNER. 

Few  citizens  of  DeKalb  couiUy,  Indiana,  are  as  widely  and  ta\(>rably 
known  u>  John  C.  Lochncr,  one  oi  the  connly's  most  useful  and  higiily  es- 
teetncU  men,  ami  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Avbttm  Weekly  Bee.  His 
life  has  been  closely  identitied  with  the  commnnity  and  his  honorable  business 
career  has  brought  iiini  before  the  public  in  such  a  way  as  to  win  the  esteem 
ami  coniitlence  i)f  his  fellow  men  and  ^ive  him  au  enviable  reputation  among 
his  contemporaries.  Keen  perception,  tireless  energy  atu!  honesty  of  purpose, 
combined  with  mature  jutlfiment  anil  every-<lay  coiuiiKiii  sense  have  Iieen 
among  his  most  prcmiinent  characlerislics  and,  while  laboring  for  individual 
success,  he  has  also  been  instrumental  in  promoting;  the  advancement  and 
prosperity  of  the  community  with  which  he  is  identified. 

John  C.  Lochner  was  bom  in  Jacks,  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 
on  Atipfust  I.  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  nnd  Mary  (\Vyatt)  Lochner. 
Jacob  Lochner  was  bom  in  Ciermany,  couMug  to  America  in  his  boyhood 
with  ihrec  brcjihers  ami  a  sisler.  l  ur  a  time  he  was  employed  in  driving 
imiles  along  the  t<)\v|aih  of  the  ok!  W'alsish  &  Erie  (Jaital.  Imii  was  wisely 
economical  of  his  earnings,  so  that  at  length  he  was  enaUed  to  buy  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Jackson  towushi]).  this  county.  It  was  raw  and  unirn* 
proved  land,  but  he  cleared  it  and  developed  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  tin-  !'<<ali(v.  tlu'  jilnce  !uiii';  now  owned  bv  his  S(m,  1'.  I'.  Lochner.  Tlu- 
fatlier  lived  on  this  farm  until  late  in  life,  when  he  went  to  live  with  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Beaty,  in  .Auburn.  He  had  followed  farming  continmnisly 
from  the  time  he  first  obtained  posse«<<ioii  of  his  land,  and  sulded  to  his  origi- 
nal tract  until  bis  farm  comprised  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  hobby 
was  in  keeping  his  place  up  to  tlie  hi.uhesi  |>ossi1)le  standar«!  ■>f  i)erfection, 
anri  in  iliis  lie  was  succe<sfnl.  for  In-  wouhl  no|  resl  wliile  ri  im  i  il  j^^rew  in  the 
fields,  nor  allow  a  neiiied  nail  lo  remain  missjui^.  Me  erected  a  good,  sub- 
stantial brick  residence,  coinniotlions  l.auk  1  arn,  and  exerv  ilvn^  alxnit  the 
place  was  strictly  up-to-date  according  to  the  ideas  of  his  day. 

Jacob  Lochner  was  twice  married,  first  to  Mary  Wyatt.  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Wyatt,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  namely:  Henry,  of  San  Dieirn,  California:  P.  P..  who 
is  enjia^ie*'  in  the  operation  of  the  home  place:  Ltta.  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  S.  S.  Potter.  j^rtKer  at  Auburn;  .Vnna  K.,  the  wile  of  J.  E.  Beaty. 
of  .\uburn;  Saiah,  wife  of  C.  W.  Hartles.  of  Jackson  township,  this  county; 
John  C.  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  these  children 


Digitized  by  Google 


JOHN  C.  LOCHNER 


Google 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


497 


died  in  1874  ami  a  few  years  later  Mr.  Lochner  married  Anna  (ierrig. 

who  died  scmie  vcars  ai^c.  witliout  issm- 

John  C.  I.fichrier  \va>  rtariil  on  the  home  farm  inilii  ihc  a},'c  of  fifteen 
years.  He  had  no  great  liking  lor  farm  work,  hut  after  leaving  home  was 
employed  at  farm  work  for  two  years  by  a  neighlx>r  He  was  then  employ- 
ed for  two  years  in  a  saw-mtll  at  Attlnim.  when  he  ntddenly  renolvetl  to  try 
his  hand  at  the  printing  trade.  Anwmg  his  :tCf|uaintano»  wait  W.  t).  Camp- 
bell, owner  ui  the  Auburn.  DispdU  h.  and  with  him  he  obtained  a  place.  He 
wa<  a  large,  stroni,'  lK»y.  an<l  he  began  his  \V'»rk  ;i>  a  "(niiitcr''^  dev  il"  rit  the 
weekly  wage  of  i»ne  dollar  and  fiftv  cents.  Mis  lui.ird  mst  Iniu  tun  and  a 
half  dollars,  but  he  got  credit  for  a  part  of  tiiat  and  was  tiius  al)le  to  get  by. 
In  the  printing  office  Mr.  I.x)chm*r  was  in  his  pro|)er  sphere  aixl  frr>m  that 
time  to  the  present  he  ha»  never  regretted  the  step  which  started  him  in  the 
Inistness.  In  the  Dispatch  office  be  niade  rapi<l  progress  and  inside  ui  a 
year  he  was  made  foreman  nf  the  shop,  holding  that  jxisition  alxml  three 
years.  He  then  bought  a  lialf  iniirt^t  in  the  Times,  a  Po|ni!ist  paper  which 
liaU  been  started  at  Auburn,  init  in  less  tlian  a  year  he  sokl  his  interest  to  his 
[lartner  and  joined  the  Aulmm  Courier,  which  was  then  owned  by  James  A. 
Barnes,  one  of  the  veteran  newspaiier  men  of  T^Kalb  county.  On  March  4. 
1896,  Mr.  Barnes  started  the  Paily  Courier  ami  placed  Mr.  I^hner  in  full 
charge  of  it.  I'he  paper  es|M>u.<ed  the  Democratic  cause  and,  as  part\  foeling 
ran  high  that  year,  some  e.xciting  experiences  were  p;isse(l  thron^di.  After 
remaining  with  the  Courier  a  few  years,  he  went  to  Argus,  Indiana,  and 
bought  the  Rcticctor.  in  March.  1898,  which  he  .soki  at  the  en<l  of  .six  months 
and  returned  to  Aulmm.  He  now  erected  several  houses  and  for  a  time  was 
>  engaged  in  the- real  estate  business,  (ioing  then  to  Keithsburg,  Illinois.  Mr. 
I./H:hner  Iwiugbt  the  Times,  which  he  ran  abmit  .six  months  and  then  s(»ld  it  at 
a  goc)d  profit,  which  he  nt  nncc  itnx-stcd  in  more  hf^tisc^  in  Aiihiirn.  He  then 
went  to  (*ol«»n,  Michigan,  iMuitrht  (he  Iixhrrss  arid  fui  nin.-  numths  |)ublishcd 
it,  building  it  up  ti>  a  ixjinl  where  he  Mild  ii  ;U  a  liuiids*)n>e  profit.  Returning 
then  to  Auburn  again,  he  started  a  job  printing  office,  whicb  he  managed  wifh 
coatimious  success  until  1907  when  he  was  iiuluced  by  a  handsome  salary  to 
join  the  sales  force  of  the  Auburn  Automobile  Company  and  for  two  years 
was  on  the  road  for  that  concern.  In  the  fall  of  1910  Mr.  IxKhner  again 
found  hijiKself  enj^afjed  in  newspai>er  work,  having  l)een  employed  by  W.  H. 
Mclntyre,  then  owner  t»f  the  Daiiy  and  Weekly  Courier,  to  manage  that 
{)ai>cr.  He  continued  in  that  cajKicitv  onlv  a  few^  months  when  Mr.  .Mclntyre 
(3a) 
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transferred  liini  from  the  nianagciiKiit  ul  the  pajKr  to  ihc  position  ot  sales 
manager  ul  lii>  automobile  factory. 

Tlic  printing  business  had  not  lost  any  of  its  dianns  for  Mr,  Loclmer 
and  in  the  fall  of  iQt  i  he  re-purrhased  the  joh  printing  office,  and  on  January 

3,  1912.  lie  >larte(l  the  .lulnint  l/  «v/.7v  Bct'.  an  independent  weekly  paper, 
and  prohal)l\  the  only  |>a|KM  in  its  class  soltl  at  a  '•nhscription  price  of  fifty 
cents  a  year  Hi>  natural  laK-nt  and  experience  enal/K*!  iittTi  I'l  (•(nidnrl  thi>. 
ixi|x-r  alont;  sncb  lines  a>  -ci  ure«l  him  a  larire  circ.nialion.  wint  li  lias  >ieatiily 
increa:>e<J  since  the  first  issue,  until  today  it  is  considered  one  tif  the  besst 
ne\v,«]iai)crs  and  advertising  mediums  in  DeKalb  eoimty,  the  etjuipnient  of 
hU  oflice  lieing  the  1x-st  to  he  found  in  the  ctiunty.  including  an  Interiyiie 
types-etling  machine.  .Mr.  Lt)chner  imssehSes  the  j^eiuiine  instinct  titr  news 
e-<si'ntial  to  the  successful  newspaper  man  and.  wieldinji  a  forceful  aiul 
trejuiiant  pen.  his  columns  ;ire  ne\  er  dull  or  nionotouoii>.  Inu  aKvay-<  spicy 
and  readaiile.  Iksides  his  printing;  and  ncwsi>a|Kr  inlere.Hls.  Mr.  l-<xhner  is 
also  intereste<l  somewhat  in  inanufacturini;  conrerns.  lie  ha»  frir  a  nutuber 
of  vears  ])een  an  tictive  nienilxT  of  the  Commercial  Club,  lias  served  two  veairs 
as  its  secretary,  and  is  now  a  meinlx-r  of  the  lM>ard  of  directors 

On  Ma^  i?<<t4.  .Mr.  Locimer  was  nniletl  in  niarriaj^e  with  K.  Hirley 
i.  l.irk.  of  \uhiirn.  the  daii'^^hler  of  W  illiam  and  Mary  (  .'"^colt  )  (  lark,  and 
the\  have  two  children,  l)«tn  horn  June  13,  i8<,jt),  and  C'lellah  1'.,  horn 
April  J5,  1900. 

l->Rteri)ally.  Mr.  I.<ochner  is  an  enthusiastic  nieuiU'r  of  tlx*  Knights  ctf 
IVthias,  in  which  he  luis  i)nsseil  through  all  the  chairs  of  the  sulyirdinate 
l<Klj;e,  and  is  now  serv  ing  his  second  term  a-  <!eput\  i^rand  chancellnr  of  the 
lir-;  di>irict  ul  Indiana  In  miliiar»  a(fair>  Mi.  I.ocliiur  ha-«  li'iii;  ■  i\u 
tUepK  inUToted.  and  he  ha-  heen  idciititied  with  ihe  Indiana  National  (  inanl 
fr>r  eijjiiteen  vears.  luilisling  a-  a  prixale  al  the  same  time  Colonel  Kuhlnum 
liecanur  identified  with  the  guard,.  Mr.  Lochner  has  gradually  risen  in  the 
ranks  and  was  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Knhlnmn  when  the  latter  was  tnainr. 
He  is  now  rm  the  staff  of  Major  (noil,  a-  hatt.dion  adjutant,  with  the  rank 
of  first  lientenani,  and  iutt  very  few  «>fficcrs  in  the  state  are  his  senior  in  the 
lineal  list. 

IVisonallv.  Mr.  I.ttchner  i«i  affable  and  |K>pular  with  his  fellows  ami 
stan»|s  ready  at  all  times  lo  encmimge  and  aid.  by  mouth  and  pen,  all  laud- 
,able  mesisure^  lor  the  general  goo<l.  Hy  a  life  consistent  in  motive  and.  be- 
cause, of  his  many  fine  qualities  he, has  earned  the. sincere, regard  of  all  who 
know  him  and  his  success  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor  lias  Iwen  honeiitly 
earned. 
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GEORGE  SHONER. 

Among  the  succi.'s>iul,  self-made  men  uf  DeKalb  county,  whtise  efforts 
iind  iiitlncnce  have  rontrTbuted  to  tlie  material  uplniiklini:  and  ^jeneral  business 
activuy  of  their  resiiective  communities,  the  geulltman  of  whom  the  iiiojj- 
raplier  writes  in  this  connection  occupies  a  conspicuous  place.  Being  ambi- 
tious from  the  first,  but  surrounded  by  none  too  favorable  environment,  his 
«arly  yoitth  was  not  especially  promising,  but  he  accepted  the  discouraging 
situation  without  a  murnuir,  and,  resolutely  facing  the  future,  gradually 
snmioimtcd  the  (HnHtiltie*^  in  hi<  whv  rind  in  ilue  time  rose  to  a  prominent 
p<'^iti<in  in  the  lHisiije--s  circles  oi  hi>  icnimunitv.  besides  winninij  tile  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact,  and  i(Klay 
he  stands  as  one  of  lleKalb  county's  mwt  repre^tative  citizens. 

George  Shoner,  than  whom  no  citizen  of  Waterloo,  Indiana,  enjoys  a 
greater  degree  <<{  conlulence  and  esteem  on  tin-  ]i;irt  of  his  fellow  citizens,  is 
a  native  of  the  l-"atlurl;in«l.  b;iviny  been  born  in  Kavaria.  t  icrniany.  on  Seji- 
tember  _'3.  'S;.^.  :i  mhi  t>{  John  Shoner,    \\  ben  the  sul)jeci  was  a  lad 

of  but  tinrteen  \ear>  itt  age  he  came  with  a  com|«n»y  (»f  aUmt  u  do/.cn  others 
to  America,  locating  first  at  Defiance.  Ohio.  For  a  time  he  had  an  exceedingly 
■  hard  time  to  get  along.  Ignorant  of  our  ways  of  language  he  was  the  victim 
of  nn»cni|nduitii  men  and  beaten  out  of  his  wages  and  at  one  time  even  bad 
to  pawn  his  clothes  in  order  to  exist.  For  weral  \ears  he  wa>  knocke«l 
about  from  y^ilb'r  U>  |M.-.t  and  many  limes  even  sulTrtnl  hnniier.  When  he 
did  iiml  enijili '\  iiu  lU  lu  ua*;  compelled  to  wt>rk  from  early  morning  to  ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  ai  nigiit  and  the  views  he  had  prexiously  had  in  miiul  of  the 
golden  opporttmities  for  young  men  in  the  American  republic  were  well  nigh 
'shattered.  However,  lie  eventually  obtained  empk»ymcnt  in  sawing  wikkI  f<»r 
a  man  in  Ohio  who  owned  a  tannery.  l.;(tcr  be  was  ;;i\en  rejjular  employ- 
ment bv  the  tanner,  and  ttndii  hi--  il  rt  clion  later  learned  the  taimer's  traile. 
He  worked  nine  \ttirs  for  lin^  man.  (ii.i'.ving  only  what  ntojiex  Ir-  acttially 
had  to  have  and  witii  the  fear  of  wlmt  might  hup}»en  to  him  in  case  of  sick- 
ness he  saved  every  cent  poi^silile.  leaving  the  remainder  of  liiti  salary  with 
his  employer,  for  which  he  always  took  a  note.  At  the  end  of  the  nine  years' 
vmplnyment  he  found  .himself  in  the  iMWsessii>n  of  iW  muu  <.f  one  thousand 
'dollars  which  had  been  made  entirely  through  bis  own  efforts.  Mr.  Shoner 
th^n  went  to  Striker.  Ohio,  .ibouf  1S63.  ami  engagetl  in  the  tanning  Inisiness 
for  liini-clt  for  two  years.  In  1865  he  married  and  innnediateJy  afterwards 
sold  bis  tannery  and  went  iut<»  the  general  store  bussiness  at  Waterville.'C)hio. 
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Two  years  later,  in  1868,  he  disposed  of  that  business  and.  oommg  to  Water- 
loo, Indiana,  txnij^lit  a  tannery,  in  which  he  continued  for  twenty  years  or 
until  tin-  ^priii^'  ot  i.SSS,  when,  at  the  ai^e  of  fifty  years,  he  retired  from 
active  business.  By  dint  ot  the  most  assi<inous  labor,  persistent  energy  and 
sound  business  methods  he  has  been  prospered  in  everything  he  has  under- 
taken and  besides  the  tanning  business  acquired  other  valuable  |>ro|>crttes 
which  enal>led  him  to  retire  without  worry  as  to  the  future.  He  owns  a 
splendid  residence  projwrty  in  W'aterloo  and  several  business  houses  and  also 
owns  six  or  ei«;ht  valuable  rental  pro|>ertie'-  in  Toledo,  beside*^  two  farm-;,  ai;- 
gregating  fully  three  hundred  acres.  Since  reliniif,'  tmu!  bu?-nHs>  Mr  .Siioner 
has  traveled  a  great  deal,  liaving  been  to  Europe,  wliere  lie  visited  tiic  scenes 
of  his  childhood  and  other  interesting  places.  He  found  the  older  members 
of  his  family  all  gone,  but  a  few  of  his  schoolmates  were  left,  with  whom  he 
had  a  pleasant  visit.  He  ha>  a  hrothcr  and  sister  still  living  there  vvlm  are 
engaged  in  business.  He  ba->  alxi  been  to  (.'alifornia  se\  era!  times  and  has 
spent  two  or  three  wniters  in  the  Soutli,  Mr,  Shnner  has  l>een  active  in  local 
business  attairs  and  was  for  a  time  ilire^ior  of  the  .Savings.  L«jan  and  Tru!»t 
Company  at  Garrett,  and  a  director  of  the  Savings.  lumn  and  Trust  Company 
at  Auburn,  being  still  a  stockholder  in  the  latter  institution. 

Politically,  Mr.  Shoner  has  always  l)een  a  Republican  and  earlier  in  his 
life  he  was  active  in  p«ditical  affairs.  He  was  once  nominaie<l  by  his  party 
for  county  commissioner.  !)nt  it  was  an  off  ve.ar  for  his  [Kirty  and  he  was  de- 
feated witli  the  balance  ol  the  ticket.  He  served  several  terms  as  ti>wu  trustee 
of  Waterloo,  rendering  efficient  service  in  that  cajmcity.  l-Vaternally,  he  is 
an  appreciative  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

In  1865  Mr.  Shoner  married  Adeline  Homer,  who  was  bom  and  reared 
on  a  farm  near  Delta,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Knuneline  (Ross) 
Harris.  Her  parents  came  from  New  ^'ork  state  and  s[)ent  most  of  their 
lives  in  Ohio,  their  (hath  omirring  near  W'auseon.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  hve  children,  namely:  Delia,  who  tiied  in  Septemt)er,  iHf.)^.  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  Peter  Kunt.  of  Toledo.  Ohio,  who 
travels  for  a  wholesale  grocery  house,  and  they  have  one  child.  John  Homer: 
Lillian  M.,  who  is  the  widow  of  Charles  ('overt,  now  lives  W'ith  her  parents, 
though  she  has  formerly  resided  at  I.cs  Angeles,  (^alifornia.  and  Seattle. 
Washington;  Oiarles.  born  January  ^o.  iS6<).  lives  in  (iarrett  and  is  a  rail- 
road engineer.  He  married  Maude  McBritle  ami  they  have  five  lxjy,s,  Fred- 
erick. Robert,  William,  (.eorge  and  Donald;  Emma,  a  twin  sister  of  Charles, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Bell,  of  Coate's  Grove.  Michigan,  where  he  is  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  they  have  two  children.  Charles  and  Ruby. 
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Mr.  Shoner  has  shown  what  an  honest,  earnest,  hard-worktng  man  can 

accomplish,  although  he  had  to  hew  his  own  fortune  from  the  oljstacles  which 
beset  his  way.  for  he  started  lifr  with  no  aid  from  any  one,  hut  he  has  hcen 
industrious  and  ec<in(iiiiical  so  that  today  he  ha*;  a  comfurtable  competency 
and  can  look  forward  to  liis  remaining  years  with  a  guaratiice  o<  conifort  and 
quiet.  He  is  a  friendly  man  and  hais  a  very  large  number  of  admiring  ac- 
quaintances. He  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  upright  principles  and  no  man  in 
his  locality  is  better  or  more  favorably  known  than  he,  for  he  has  always 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  local  mo\  ements  for  the  i>olittcal.  educational  and 
moral  welfare  and  can  ah\a\s  1)e  (Upended  upon  for  his  support  of  all 
movements  hxiking  lo  the  g(K>d  of  the  conmiunity. 


WILLIAM  A.  THOMAS. 

The  subject  of  this  re\'iew  enjoys  distinctive  prestige  among  the  enter- 
prising business  men  of  the  thriving  city  of  Auburn  and  as  a  neighbor  and 

citizen  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  He  has  earne<l  the  right  to 
be  called  <mv  nf  the  |)n>pressive  men  (»f  DcKalli  county,  having  fought  his 
way  diuvard  and  upward  to  a  prdininent  position  in  industrial  circles  and 
in  exery  relation  of  life  his  voice  and  inriuence  are  on  the  side  of  right  as  he 
sees  and  understands  the  right.  The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  well  known  through  his  business  activities,  his  partici- 
pation in  iin|)ortant  p<jlitical  afTairs  and  his  social  connection  with  fraternal 
organizaticins,  and  is  also  widely  known  because  f)f  his  interest  in  the  Island 
Park  Inn  at  Hamilton  lake,  which  !ie  and  his  partner.  H  C  Henry,  have 
recently  estahlishetl.  and  wiiich  is  rapidly  l)cconiing  one  of  the  most  popular 
summer  resorts  (»f  the  country. 

William  A.  Thomas  was  bom  on  the  present  site  of  Garrett,  Indiana,  on 
November  14,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Jemima  (Link)'  Thomas. 
He  is  also  a  brother  of  Ralph  L.  Thomas,  in  whose  ^etch.  found  elsewhere 
in  this  Work,  are  tjiven  the  particulars  of  the  Tliomas  family  hist<iry.  At 
about  the  a;,^'  of  tliree  vears  the  Mihject  of  this  sketch  came  to  .Nuliurn  with 
his  parents  anil  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  this  city.  He  receivctl  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  his  young  manhood  he  learned  the 
baker's  trade.  In  1890,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  Ralph  L.,  he- en- 
gaged in  the  bakery  business^  with  which  he  has  been  identified  practically.  aB 
of  the  time  since,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  up  to  the  time  the  latter  was 
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northeast  of  Auburn,  and  there  Jacob  Witner  died  when  his  son  John  was 

about  two  and  a  half  years  oUI.  The  nu  ihi  r  then  luovetl  her  family  to 
W'aterlof),  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  h\t(l  uiitil  in-  \\a-<  nineteen  years 
old  He  was  eni|>loye<l  at  various  f >cnipatinTis,  including  tentlin^  niu'^nn  and 
farming,  and  at  the  age  mentioned  he  i>egan  farming  for  himsell  on  the  larin 
where  he  was  bom.  Here  he  was  married  and  farmed  for  two  years.  He 
afterwards  moved  to  I^nglade  county,  Wistconsin,  and  took  op  a  home- 
stead, but  after  spending  one  winter  there  he  sold  the  place  and  located  near 
Hudson,  St.  Croix  county,  Wisconsin,  where,  with  a  i»arlner,  he  became  a 
fisherman.  However.  less  than  thrt't-  nictiths  later  a  bii^  raft  ni  l<i<;s  de- 
stroyed their  nets  and  put  them  out  of  i)usine.ss.  Owing  partly  to  lack  of 
experience,  business  training  and  money,  Mr.  VVinier  had  not  up  to  this  time 
been  able  to  accumulate  anything  in  a  material  way,  his  only  property  being 
a  small  house  and  lot  in  Frogtown  at  Waterloo,  Indiana,  worth  probably  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  .after  meeting  with  the  rever-^cs  tf>  Wisconsin  he  foitnd 
himself  without  Iioh^cIk  .M  t,'fHids,  with  hut  a  few  (I'l'ars  in  his  [locket.  and 
with  a  wife  ami  tiim'  ohiMt<  n,  far  from  their  ohl  ImtiK-.  However,  he  was 
not  made  of  the  stuff  tliat  easily  gives  up  and.  liaving  .sliowetl  himself  willing 
to  work,  the  county  recorder  of  deeds  rented  him  a  farm  and  ''staked"  him 
in  its  operation  until  he  could  get  on  his  feet.  For  four  years  he  farmed  and 
teamed,  and  front  his  landlord  teamed  lessons  of  business  methods  and  thrift 
which  served  him  well  in  his  later  efforts.  In  March.  1888.  Wimer  re- 
ttirned  to  Waterloo,  Indiana.  l)ought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near  Moore's 
Suait>n.  and  al>o  bought  farm  stock  and  tools,  as  well  as  a  stock  of  seed  pota- 
toes. The  purchase  price  <»f  the  farm  was  two  thou.sand  five  humlred  dollars, 
of  which  he  paid  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  down.  His  first  effort 
was  in  the  raising  of  potatoes,  he  being  the  first  in  this  section  to  engage  in 
that  line  extensively,  but  he  was  eminently  successful  from  the  beginning 
and  reallv  was  the  pioneer  in  this  now  imjiortant  branch  of  farming  here. 
He  anil  (".(.'ov^r  .\oirot  rai'^ed  the  firs^t  e.xtensive  onion  crop  here,  and  in  this 
also  they  showetl  the  way  to  others,  onions  and  i>otatocs  now  being  two  of 
the  most  important  of  the  DeKalb  county  crops.  The  farm  which  Mr. 
Wimer  bought  had  twenty-five  acres  cleared,  and  he  cleared  fifty  acres  more 
of  it,  put  in  twenty  thousand  tile  and  had  the  place  entirely  paid  for  in  ten 
years.  He  has  betn  •successful  t'  a  -i  f  -lili-  cU-^rrcc  in  his  operations,  atul  in 
if;o8.  after  liviui:  i^n  their  farm  tor  twenty  ycai^,  he  moved  to  .\ubum.  In 
th;a  year  he  and  his  .son-in-law,  Herman  lirown.  began  shipping  }H)tatoes  and 
onions,  and  the  following  y^  they  bought  the  Vaiublia  elevator,  and  have 
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since  been  engaged  very  extensively  in  the  shipping  of  grain,  as  well  as  pota- 
toes and  onions.  In  1912  they  shipped  ninety  carloads  of  potatoes  and  about 

fifty-five  cars  of  onions,  while  they  have  shippctl  as  many  as  fifty-five  thou- 
sand bushels  of  potatoes  tn  a  season.  Throujfh  his  business  crmnections,  Mr. 
Wimer  has  become  very  well  known  throuj^hout  DeKalb  and  Steuben  coun- 
ties and  everywhere  he  is  held  in  tlie  highest  esteem. 

On  December  28>  1878,  Mr.  Wimer  was  married  to  Alice  Coates,  the 
daughter  of  Alanson  G.  and  Sarah  (Smurr)  Coates,  she  having  been  born 
and  reared  near  Artie,  Troy  township,  this  county.  For  a  wedding  trip 
they  took  a  -.led  ride  to  Waterloo  l)cliind  a  yoke  of  oxen,  which  was  none  the 
less  cnjuyed  if  it  was  sl<nv  It  was  in  sharp  contrast  to  (he  automobile 
which  Mr.  VV'inicr  now  uses  in  gomg  to  and  from  his  farm.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wimer  have  been  bom  six  children,  namely :  Ray,  who  died  May  6, 
1908,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Marguerite,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Herman  Brown,  who  is  referred  to  elsewhere'  in  this  -  work:  Arthur 
I^Roy,  who  is  engaged  in  the  operation  of  an  irrigated  farm  of  eighty  acres 
at  Pingree,  Idaho;  he  married  Etha  Stonebraker  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
ters, Cieraldiiie  and  Ahce;  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  John  Smuler.  who  operates 
a  farni  about  six  miles  south  of  Auburn,  and  liiey  luve  three  children, 
Esther,  Ruth  and  Willis;  (^rl,  who  lives  at  home,  is  employed  at  the  Mcln- 
tyre  Company;  Howard  is  a  student  in  the  Auburn  high  school.  Religiously, 
Mr.  Wimer  is  a  member  of  the  Metho<list  Episcopal  church,  in  the  prosperity 
of  wliich  he  is  deeply  interested.  Thon<,di  a  very  busy  man.  he  does  not  per- 
mit his  private  interests  to  interfere  with  hi<  perforinanee  of  his  dntie«  as  a 
citizen  and  he  gives  his  support  to  every  movement  having  for  its  object  the 
advancement  of  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  commnnity.  Because 
of  his  high  character  and  good  bnsmess  qualities,  he  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


SAMUEL  L.  GOODWIN. 

The  careers  of  such  men  as  Samuel  T,.  ('londwin  may  not  necessarily  be 
such  as  to  j,'ain  them  a  wide  reputation  or  the  aihnirini,'  i)!atidits  of  men,  but 
tliey  are  nevertheless  influential  and  deserving  of  a  place  in  their  locality's 
history,  because  they  have  beeo  true  to  whatever  trusts  have  been  reposed 
in  them,  and  have  shown  such  attrihtites  of  character  as  entitled  them  to  the 
regard  of  all  and  have  been  useful  in  their  respective  spheres  of  action.  Mr. 
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Goodwin  seems  to  have  won  and  retained  the  universal  esteem  of  all  with 

whom  he  has  come  into  contact  as  a  resuh  of  his  industrious  and  upright 
career,  being:  well  known  throiiqhntit  DeKalh  county. 

Samuel  L.  tioodwin  was  !»uin  m  W  nurhio,  1  )cKalb  comUv,  Indiana,  on 
August  6,  1879,  and  is  a  sun  of  I.eander  tjoodwm,  who  is  represented  m  a 
personal  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  subject  was  reared  under  the 
paternal  roof,  securing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  locality 
and  when  about  ninctem  \'ears  old  he  learned  telegraphy.  He  then  became 
operator  for  tiie  Lake  Shori-  railroad  fjetween  Toledo  and  Detroit,  remainin}* 
with  thai  r'niifiany  al>t>ut  three  wars.  In  (Of*^  hi-  and  ).  A.  Miller  entered 
into  a  parlncrship  in  the  coal  and  linnher  business  at  \\'alerl(M).  reniaunng 
associated  ittj^etlKi  about  live  yearv  Mr.  CuHnlwin  then  went  into  the  lum- 
ber business  in  partnership  with  his  brother  at  Waterloo  umler  the  firm  name 
of  the  Goodwin  Lumlier  Company,  which  business  was  carried  on  about  two 
yeSifS.  Then  for  a  short  time  Mr,  Goodwin  en.t;ai;ed  in  the  l)rokera,ijc  busi- 
ness at  I'ort  Wayne,  )m{  his  iKirliier  left  without  notice,  takinj(  with  him  the 
firm's  funds,  and  it.  of  »'>nrse,  eripplei!  Mr.  (io<idwin  bnamiaily.  Hoi^ever. 
Ik-  wa>  noi  inadi  "i  ibc  nirial  dial  i.isilv  };i\es  np  and  ai  unce  turned  Ins  at- 
tention toother  pursuits.  In  July.  ii)\o,  Mr.  (itxKhvin  en^^aged  in  the  jHwI- 
try'  and  produce  InLsititss  at  Waterloo  and  in  this  line  he  has  achieved  a 
splendid  success,  Ixting  now  in  gooil  financial  circumstances  and  numbered 
among  the  sut)stantial.  enterprising  ami  progressive  business  men  of  his 
town. 

In  |ul\',  Ujo^,  Mr.  fiundwMi  was  married  »  •  Marcjic  (  .  Cam]>beli.  who 
was  born  in  \\  alcili»i.  Indiana,  the  daui;hler  "i  j.  |).  and  Mllcn  (  Ikiclulor) 
Canipt)eU.  Kllen  Bachelor  wns  Imm  about  nine  miles  northwest  of  Angola, 
and  is  the  daughter  ,\mos  and  S«,<{inna  Bachelor,  w1j<»  came  from  Ohio  t<i 
Steuben  county  and  in  1869  n«»ved  to  Waterloo.  '  .Vfter  living  there  six 
years  they  movetl  liack  i<i  Steuben  couiitx.  J.  1).  Tampbell  was  born  three 
miles  northwe-t  «.f  W  aterloo,  and  is  a  s<,n  of  Mu-l  and  l.ine  (  Taxlor)  ('am|i- 
Ik.-!!,  who  came  from  .Stark  voiintx.  (  )lno.  in  iS  ;;.  and  srliled  where  .Mr. 
Campbell  was  born.  They  there  bou>;ht  land  f<*r  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
acre.  Here  were  Indiums  fre<|ucntly  to  be  seeit  and  in  other  ways  the  land 
was  in  its  virgin  state  .of  uildncss.  When  J.  0.  Campbell  was  sixteen  years 
old  he  came  to  Waterloo  ami  a  year  later  beirau  work  in  a  drug  store  and 
was  employed  in  the  .drug  Iwisiness  in  Walerlix)  imtil  almnt  1003,  a  period 
of  tbirtv  ri^hl  ^ears  He  was  in  business  for  binisrlt  frrn  rS-fi  .in  .iTid 
nuintained  hi>  home  at  W  alerltM.t.    He  was  a. member  of  the  town  lM»ard  two 
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terms  and  was  tuwii  treasurer  four  or  Hve  terms.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (ifXHlvvin 
have  been  born  three  children:  Wayne,  now  nine  years  old;  Marjorie  June, 
two  years  old,  and  a  son,  Carroll,  who  died  in  1910,  aged  about  two  years.  In 
1910  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cioodwin  adopted  a  boy  nruiinl  Kofjinald,  who  was  lx»rn 
northwest  ot  Milwaukee  and  was  found  hy  Mr.  ("HMnhvin  tiiroujih  an  adver- 
tisement in  the  Delineator,  and  they  arc  rjiv  iiii,'^  to  ihis  lioy  the  same  careful 
attention  and  lovinji  kindness  that  tliey  lx'>low  u|M»n  their  own  chiUlren. 
Personally,  Mr.  Goodwin  is.  a  man  whom  everybody  Hkes.  .e^enial,  optimi.stic, 
honorable  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  and  is  always  ready  to  do 
his  part  in  the  support  of  the  interests  of  his  locality.  He  has  not  had  thinj^ 
entirely  his  own  way  since  entering  life's  battle  on  his  own  account,  but  he 
has  overcome  all  obstacle;  ruid  is  now  (u  the  highway  to  success.  Because 
of  his  earne.st  character  and  honest  effort  he  has  eamwl  and  retains  the  con- 
fidence and  ^ood  will  of  all  who  know  him. 


HKRMAN  L.  BROWN. 

The  life  history  of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  clusely  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  DeKalh  ctmnty,  Indiana.  His  life  has  been  one  of 
untirin;;  activity,  and  has  Ijeen  crowned  with  a  degree  of  success  attained  by 
those  only  who  devote  themselves  indefatigalsly  t<'  the  \\r»rk  before  them. 
n«'  is  a  hiijh  type  of  busini.-;^  man  rnvl  none  nion-  lh;m  he  deserves  a  rittinv; 
rieoj^iiitioji  anionij  the  nun  vvbo^r  tenuis  and  abilities  have  achieved  re.sult>- 
ihat  are  most  enviable  and  coiunniidable.  -  •  •  • 

Herman  K.  Brmvn,  om*  oi  the  successful  bunineiis  men  iind  )iuhlic-spirited 
cttixens  of  .\iilmni.  IX*Kalli  county,  w«s  horn  in  (.'imcord  township,  this 
coi'isiv.  <.ii  liipe  li.  iS7(>.  .iiul  is  a  s»m  of  Samuel.  Jr..  and  Si<!tK'y  Jane 
'StTM-fM)  I'liown.  Sainuil.  |r..  \v:i>  a  son  of  "-^.mmimI  (  .  and  lv\|ierience 
|5n>\vn.  V  liil"  hi-  wifv  \v;i».  di-i"ended  on  ibe  tiki  1  rrtial  -i<le  ;'roin  tlu-  Irick^cti 
family  ,  -o  poitmiu  iit  in  .\iu<  ric;in  lii«.ti>rv,  ot  ulm  li  Pr<.-»idi'nt  \uilit\v  J.ak- 
siMl  was  a  member.  The  subject's  parents  were  natives  of  Morrow  county. 
Ohin,  where  the  family  wa«!  very  nuwenrtis.  and  the  variotis  members  of 
which  stfKid  high  in  the  civic,  social  and  business  life  of  the  community-. 
In  that  county  Samuel  Brown  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  ;it  the  inception  of 
the  Civil  war  he  fecruited  a  com|);my  of  soldiers  of  which  In-  uas  com- 
missioned captain,  but  on  his  way  to  the  front  he  was  taken  sick  an<l.  because 
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of  continued  physical  disability,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the 

service.  In  1865  he  and  hi^  wife  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating 
in  Concord  township,  whort'  ihey  established  their  perninnent  home,  and 
wIktc  S;iimK'l  IWowii  tiied  011  March  1,  1870  He  left  three  children:  Calvin 
H.,  now  auihtor  of  Allen  county,  Indiana;  \\  ilits  i>.,  who  is  in  the  wiiolcsale 
buggy  business  at  Waterloo,  Iowa;  and  Herman  L..  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  but  three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  The 
mother  of  these  children,  who  sufatsequently  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Cut- 
bertson,  died  on  \*-»vember  17.  191 1. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  rearetl  on  the  pattTnal  fami^tiad  until 
seventeen  years  of  ag^e,  receiving  his  elementary  edutatifm  in  the  coininttn 
schools  and  during  the  vacation  periods  assisting  with  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm.  He  attended  Adrian  College,  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  which  he  left  in 
1894  and  began  teaching  school  in  DeKalb  county.  He  followed  this  occu- 
pation a  number  of  years,  tlu  last  three  of  whidi  were  as  professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  Aidnirn  hijjh  school.  He  was  naturally  well  qualifie<l  for  the 
profes^^ii  n  of  tcachinij  and  was  very  successful  in  this  line  of  \vi->rU  In  i()ofi 
at  the  clof.e  of  tlie  sth»M>l  year,  he  engaged  in  the  farm  pnxlucc  inisiness  in 
partnership  with  his  father-in-law,  John  W'imer,  at  Auburn,  in  which  they 
met  with  splendid  success  and  a  year  later  they  bought  the  Vandalia  elevator, 
running  the  two  concerns.  They  are  eminently  successful  in  these  lines, 
their  largest  success  being  attained  in  the  shipj)ini^  of  onions  and  pt)tatf>es.  of 
which  they  have  handled  enormous  f|uantiti«"=  Piieir  field  covers  about  eight 
counties  and  their  operation.s  are  constantly  increasing  in  scope  and  im- 
portance. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  man  of  impressive  personality,  broad  intelligence,  ami 
has  the  characteristics  which  lieget  esteem,  confidence  and  friendship.  His 
integrity  is  of  the  most  insistent  and  unswerving  type  and  no  shadow  rests 

upon  his  career  as  an  active  business  man  and  sterling  citizen. 

In  1899  fkrnian  L  Rrowti  was  married  tc  Margiu'ritr  \\'ini('r,  <lanj;bter 
of  John  Wttnor  and  uitL'.  who  arr  represented  el'-ewhcre  in  this  work-  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  iirown  have  been  born  three  children:  Bernard  VV..  Donald 
B.,  and  Kathryne  Lucile.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Brown  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and,  with  his  wife,  to  the  Pythian  Sisters.  They  are  also  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  they  take  an  earnest  interest  and 
to  the  sup|)ort  of  which  they  contribute  liberally.  They  move  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  the  city  and  are  deservedly  popular  among  their  acquaintances. 
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JOHN  C  FEAGLIiK, 

It  is  a  good  sign  when  a  county  like  DeKalb  can  boast  of  so  many  of  her 
enterprising  fanners  and  business  men  who  are  native  sons,  for  it  indicates 
that  here  are  to  Iw  founil  all  the  f)|>i)()rttinitics  necesfsar}'  l<>  insure  success  in 

the  material  affairs  df  life  and  that  Ikt  nati\c  stms,  tmfikf  so  tnany  from 
vHfii'Us  >i.'(.tions,  have  tOuiul  it  their  a(hantaL;e  to  remain  at  home.  They 
have  been  wise  in  doing  thiii,  for  nature  has  offered  the  iiusbandman  unusual 
advantages  here  and  sddom  fails  to  reward  the  honest  worker  with  gratifying 
results^  and  when  the  tillers  of  the  soil  are  prosperous  all  lines  of  business 
floufish. 

John  C.  Feagler  was  bom  in  Richhuid  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 
on  the  i6th  of  i'^ebruary,  1840.  and  is  a  son  nf  Joshua  and  Frances  (Clemer) 
Feagler.  Joshua  Feagler  was  lioni  -.n  March  23.  1814,  at  Ha^jerstown, 
Maryland,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Eliiuiljeth  (Cullers)  Fcagle.  These 
parents,  when  their  son  Joshua  was  but  four  years  old,  settled  in  the  wilds  of 
Ohio,  about  twdve  miles  west  of  I>ayton,  and  there  the  lad  was  reared  to 
manhood.  In  1834  Joshua  b'eagler  niarrietl  Frances  Qemer,  who  was  htjrn 
in  Virginia  in  1812,  being  the  daughter  of  John  Clemer.  Joshua  I'ea^ler 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Jacob  Wyrick,  came  west  in  the  sprinij  of  1836,  ex- 
{)ecting  to  enter  land  in  \Val>:ish  co^1nt^■,  IiKhana.  They  came  down  the 
Wabash  and  Eric  Ciinal  to  Ft.  Wayne,  where  they  stopped  over  night,  an^ 
were  induced  by  Wesley  Parke  to  come  to  DeKalb  county.  Here  tbey  eadi 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  about  three  miles  northwest  of 
Auburn,  and  then  returned  to  their  Ohio  homes.  In  the  following  autumn 
they  moved  tiicir  famihcs  here,  arriving  here  on  the  last  day  of  Sei)teniber. 
Mr.  Wyrick  had  IxiUt  a  caliin.  in  which  both  famihcs  lived  until  Mr,  Feagler 
had  buik  his  home.  Here  Mr.  Feagler  resolutely  ap|>lied  himself  to  the  im- 
provement of  his  iinancial  condition,  and  under  the  circumstances  thfn  exist- 
ing it  may  be  certain  that  he  found  but  little  time  for  relaxation  or  recreation. 
For  a  time  he  was  compelled  to  work  for  otliers.  Their  nearest  neighbor 
was  two  and  a  half  miles  south  and  the  only  roads  were  Indian  trails*  the 
dusk}-  red  men  being  franicntly  seen  here  for  five  or  six  years  after  the  new 
settlers  had  established  their  honies  here.  There  Jctslnia  Fea}<ler  spent  the 
rest  of  his  days,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  wai>  survived  a  number 
of  years  by  his  widow,  who  died  on  March  4,  1897,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of 
her  age.  Until  1856  Mr.  Fn^r  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  Iwt  from  that 
time  on  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
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John  C.  Fea^lcr  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  havinj^  received  a  jjood  practical  education  in  f!ie  public  schools 
of  his  home  neiiihhot  hood.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's  iratle  and  after 
his  marriage  in  1869,  he  located  at  h'eagler's  Corners,  where  for  two  years 
he  worked  at  his  trade.'  He  then  engaged  id  farmiDg  for  a  year  south  of 
Auburn,  biit  again  relumvd  to  the  cnrpeiiter  trade  at  Fearer's  Corners.  On 
May  6,  1S74.  he  moved  to  Auburn  and  en^.i^^d  in  carijentering  and  con- 
tracting, which  occupied  his  attention  until  i8<x>.  when  he  inhtrilrd  one-sixth 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acre>>.  Late?-  he  Hont^'ht,  in  :t(Miii(  ii.  n  third  of 
the  tract,  thus  making  him  jjossessur  of  one  intndrcd  and  sixty  acres,  to  which 
he  later  added  thirty-one  acres.  Applying  himself  |iersistently  and  imle- 
fatigably  to  the  oi)eration  of  this  farm,  he  met  with  well  deserx'ed  success  and 
as  he  was  prospered  from  time  to  time  lie  added  other  land  to  his  original 
tract,  being  at  this  time  the  owner  of  6\  e  Inint't  ed  and  sin! v-eii^ht  and  a  half 
acres  f)f  as  good  land  as  can  he  found  in  iln>  locality.  .Mr  I'ea^ler  is  tle- 
servedly  i)rou<l  of  the  fact  that,  aside  fmm  what  came  t<'  him  hv  inhi  ?ttniM-e. 
he  has  gained  all  litis  hy  his  own  etl<irts  ami  sounil  njanaj^eimni.  \\  lun 
asked  how  he  accotmleil' for  his  success,  lie  replied.  "The  whole  family  |nilis 
together;  my  wife  i.*  a  gornl  heliwr.  ami  the  two  Ik»vs  too."  Mr.  Feagler 
follows  general  farminK-  ■•nd.  I»y  |>roperly  rotalin,;^  his  crops  and  the  jiidici«»us 
use  of  commercial  fertilizer,  he  ha-;  si.  ni.iintainetl  the  lertilit\  c.f  the  -  .  f  a- 
t<>  l<e«'p  lip  the  averni;e  yield  oi  llu  f:irni  to  a  deforce  niA  •;ener;div  tonmi 
Ilis  land  is  well  tiled  and  in  the  handhm:  i>f  it  Mr.  heajiler  sli<i\\>  that  he 
thoroughly  uiuler.>tands  his  work.  For  instance,  he  refuses  to  plow  the  soil 
when  it  is  wet,  and  in  many  other  ways  he  shows  that  he  lias  given  thought- 
ful and  intelligent  attehtitm  to  the  details  of  farming  which  often  esca;)e  the 
attention  of  otherwise  intelliiietit  agriculturists. 

On  Jamiar\  j^.  \H>m).  John  I'eauder  wa>  marrie<l  to  Mary  Ann  Shnll, 
who  wa^  horn  in  what  v..f>  lln'n  i'utler  township,  now  a  part  ot  Ki r 
towiisinp.  ahom  f-'-jr  miles  -.oiith  o|  .\ulnirn,  She  is  the  daughter  oi  Jacob 
and  Sui^mna  (C»K.pcr)  ShuH.  natives  of  Stark  ccHmty.  CMiio.  Jacob  Shull 
was  a  SfMi  of  Henry  Shull,  who  was  born  in  1782  in  Schuylkill  county.  Penn- 
sylvania. The  latter  waii  Ihe  son  of  J(»hn  Peter  Shull.  who  was  horn  in  Ihe 
Black  Forest,  t  lermaiiy.  on  April  /. He  came  lo  America  ahotit  1  75ti. 
settling  in  SiI  tnlKill  c<iunt\.  when-  he  followeil  t!n  iraflr  i  f  ;i  ii  illwrighl 
Henrv  Sliull  mo\ed  ^o  Stark  coimtv.  Ohio,  m  ]><<>(•  und  tliere  eniern]  a  sec- 
tion of  bnd,  and  als(»  established  and  o[)erated  a  saw  mill.  Ilis  family  name 
was  originally  and  up  to  that  time  spelled  Scholl.  but  whert  he  ehtered  fais  land 
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the  clerk  spelled  the  nanic  ShuU,  in  which  tomt  it  has  been  used  ever  since. 

Mr.  Shull  al?o  ran  a  tavern  there  for  many  ye.irj!.  His  farm.  located  eight 
miles  east  of  Cant'  ii.  i<  ^till  in  the  faniilv  Sii'iniina  ( 'ooper,  who  Ijecame 
the  wife  <>f  Jaci>l)  Sliuli,  was  Intrn  in  Stark  ci»inUy.  (.  Miio,  on  A]iril  lo.  1823, 
her  marriage  lo  Jaa)b  Shull  occurring  in  1841.  Intmedialely  aiterv\arU> 
the\  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Shull  had  been  in  1835  and 
enteied  eight  eighties  of  land  for  his  father.  The  following  year  he  had 
been  lun  and  cleared  some  lanti  near  I'uller.  the  bulk  "f  the  land  entered 
heinj^  SDUthwest  t>\  Aiihnrn  on  the  old  I'l.  Wayne  n>:id.  Wlien.  in  1841.  he 
brought  his  wite  here  they  located  on  a  portif  n  ihi>  land,  where  Mr>. 
1  eagler  was  born  and  reared.  To  Mr.  and  .Virs.  i-eagkr  have  been  born 
five  children,  of  wliom  two  are  deceased,  naniely:  An  infant  Son,  who  died 
-iM  January  33,  1871,  when  but  two  days  old.  Wilson,  bom  July  13,  1872, 
gradimted  from  the  Auljum  h^h  school  in  1891 .  He  was  a  metnl>er  of  Com- 
pany K,  Third  Regiment  huliana  National  Ciuanl.  nuA  iij  iS  /H,  diiriii.-;  the 
'^l^uli^Il  Xmcrican  war.  he  l)elonged  to  Omipron-  K,  (  )iu  iluiidrcil  and  I-Mftv- 
M  \(ii!h  UrLjmuiit  Indiana  X'oliuiteer  Infrinlrx.  ninlcf  tl  rwinniand  i»f  C"c»loiiel 
'^uitli-l»aker  In  u><x)  lie  and  his  broliur  l.isiir  uiaile  a  trip  to  Kuropi-,  vi>it- 
ing  England,  Scotland.  l<'rance.  (jennany  and  Holland,  and  sjiending  iutme 
time  at  the  world's  fair  at  Paris.  On  April  2,  iqoi.  he  went  to  GiUfornia, 
and  then  on  tt>  the  Hawaiian  islands.  There  he  at  first  worked  on  a  sugar 
])Ianlatioii,  l»ut  is  now  a  sub-inspector  in  tlie  I'nited  .'^tates  civil  service,  in- 
spcctinif  the  dre<lging  of  IVarl  harbor  and  later  the  c-recti"ii  r.f  governmetU 
i>uildmg>.  Lillie  May.  l>orn  August  30,  1H75,  died  on  1  )et  iiiilu-r  18.  1878. 
Lester,  born  February  10.  1879,  graduated  from  the  .Auburn  high  schfMtl  in 
■  8(>5,  and,  as  related  above,  traveled  with  his  brother  in  Juiro]ie.  On  January 
3,  icjon,  he  enlisted  in  Com])any  K,  Third  Regiment  Indiana  National  (Aiard. 
in  which  he  was  pronioted  from  time  lo  time  muil.  <  n  March  l8.  tcjtx;.  he 
was  conmiissioned  ciptain  for  three  years.  At  ibe  md  i  f  th:\f  pcricHl  he  did 
not  ask  for  a  re-coiiimission.  He  !>.  now  engage«l  in  tarmiii;.^  with  !iis  father. 
Clara,  Ixjrii  March  Jy.  18KO,  graduateti  in  1904  from  the  .Xuiniin  liigh  school, 
land  on  November  5,  1906,  became  the  wife  of  Frank  M.  Brandon. 

Politically,  John  C.  Feagler  is  a  Republican  and  a  man  who  fully  ap- 
jweciates  his  franchise  privileges,  but  heistoi*  busy  a  ntan  t«'  takr  a  very  active 
part  in  public  affairs.  However,  in  everything  affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
<onnnunitv  hi-  intrrr<U-d  an<!  supports  all  movements  for  the  material,  cdu- 
<ational.  social  or  moral  atlvancement  of  liis  fellow  s.  Personally,  he  is  genial 
^nd  una.ssuming  and  has  m.any  warm  friends  in  the  community  wher^  he 
tms  i'estded  for  so  tmany  yeara. 
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ADAM  STROH. 

Under  a  jxipular  f;ovemnieiU  like  tliat  of  the  U  nited  States,  wliere  the 
democratiL-  iika  of  efjuality  is  as  fully  devdopid  ;i>  the  present  inii>crfect  crm- 
dition  of  matikind  will  jx'rniit,  wi-  rxpcc?  :ts  its  kt,Mtiiii,iti  scsull  llit-  iriiunph 
of  individual  wnnU  ami  energy  over  all  the  cornjHriuion  that  wealth  and  class 
may  array  against  them.  Here  the  aventies  of  wealth  and  distinction  ate 
fidly  opened  to  all,  which  fact  enhances  rather  tlian  detracts  from  the  merits 
of  those  whose  energy  and  integrity  have  triumphed  over  all  obstacles  in- 
tervening lietwccn  an  humble  position  and  the  attainment  of  these  laudable 
ends.  0!)'.cnrity  and  lal>or.  at  no  time  dishonorable,  never  assume  more  at- 
tractive teaturcs  than  when  the  former  appears  as  the  nurse  ot  liH).>e  virtues 
which  the  latter,  by  years  of  honest  and  iiersevering  effort,  transplants  to  a 
higher  and  richer  soil ;  hence,  the  biography  of  those  men  of  sterling  worth 
whose  active  enterprise  has  won  for  them  distinction,  pre-eminence  and  com- 
manding influence  in  tlie  society  in  which  they  move  nnist  l)e  replete  with 
facts  uliicli  shiiuld  enc()uraj»e  rmd  instruct  the  vonnp,  Stich  was  the  snhjcct 
of  this  sketch.  uh<i  held  marked  i)rc>tif,'<.'  ;unong  the  successtnl  .sclt-matle  men 
of  his  county  and  wlio  by  the  exercise  of  those  talents  and  qualities  which 
were  cultivated  from  his  youth,  reached  an  honorable  position  and  earned  the 
respect  and  high  esteem  of  his  fellow^  citizens. 

The  Stroh  family,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  honorable 
representative,  originated  in  France  near  the  Iwnlcr  line  Ix'tween  that  conn- 
try  and  Germany.  Tradition  has  it  that  there  were  three  brothers  whose 
family  name  was  sjielleti  Strow.  Of  these.  Adam  came  to  America  with  the 
French  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Henry  went  to  Gemaany 
and  later,  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  Henry,  owii^  to  his  German  a.ss<Kiaiions.  changed 
the  spellinj^  of  the  family  iraTne  to  its  present  form.  Stroh.  He  married 
Catherine  Ulrich.  ami  the  third  s«)n  born  to  this  union  was  W  illiam.  wht> 
was  bom  at  Millcrsburg.  Dauphin  county,  I'ennsylvania,  on  Januar>'  22. 
1815.  and  died  on  June  38,  1890.  When  be  was  but  a  child  his  parents 
moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  of  which  they  were  among  the  earty  settlers, 
and  there  he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  1843  he  came  to  DeKalb  county, 
Indiana,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of  timber  land,  but  little  of 
which  had  lieen  cleared  In  1844  he  brmi<,dif  his  wife  and  two  children,  lo- 
cating on  the  land  which  he  had  Iwught  and  where  he  re^idell  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.   At  that  time  tlw  enth%  country  was  new  and  practically 
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unde\'eloped,  there  being  no  tow  ns  or  urban  facttiti^  and  the  ojily  transpor- 
tation licinpf  n\  fcaiiw  wliirfi  wcndid  tlirir  way  ovor  or<ioki'(l  anil  almost  im- 
passaMc  indiaii  iva:]-  III-  t.iilKr  <lif<l  in  1X4(1  an<l  l)i>  niotlu-r  in  Jannary. 
1874,  aged  eighty-six  years,  I  iien  family  cunsislcil  of  eight  chihhcn.  Will- 
iam Stroh  came  to  DeKall)  coimty  a  poor  man.  Init  l>y  perse\i'erance  ami  in- 
dustry lie  became  very  well-to-clo.  At  «>ne  lime  he  had  Inrt  three  cents  in 
tni  ney.  hut  soon  afterwardn  collected  otte  hnndre<l  dollars  from  a  man  in 
Ohio  who  «)\\ed  him.  ami  lliat  was  the  beginning  of  his  pros|)erity.  He  was  a 
sncL-esstiil  taniKT  and  -t'  r!:  nti^t-r  rirul  ln-cisnH"  a  itrm  '<f  |)rominence  in  his 
conuniinity.  holding  p<jsitions  ot  trust  and  n-s|M)nsiiiiiity  sucli  as  su|>er\  isor 
and  !Hrhcx>l  tniiitee.  In  Ohio  \\  iUiain  Stroh  married  Sarah  Husstlnian.  10 
ivhich  union  were  bom  nine  children.  Mrs.  Stroh  died  in  t86o.  and  in  1868 
Mr.  Stroh  married  Mary  A.  Kaiier.  willow  of  Daniel  Kalier.  and  to  this 
union  were  horn  four  children.  William  Strtdi  was  a  member  of  the  Rvan- 
j^clical  Lutheran  rhuri  It  for  t)ver  (ifty-lwo  years,  and  for  manv  vt-ars  was  sii- 
l-crintendciit  of  the  Siuiday  school  and  an  o('tiii-r  in  ilu-  olnirrh.  He  was  a 
good  neighlxjr  ami  honest  man  and  an  honor  ii>  his  coiumuniiy. 

.Xdam  StT<»h.  the  ininifdiate  snhject  tU  lhi.<t  sketch,  who  was  Iwirn  to 
his  father  s  ilrsi  union,  with  Sarah  Hussehnan.  first  saw  the  Wght  of  day  in 
Sii-jar  Tnvk  t.i'.viiship.  Wayne  cmuv.  {)hii>.  (Ml  I-VI)vi:ary  1.  |8^J.  and  his 
death  (iceKnetl  at  his  liMinr  in  Waterloo.  Indiana,  on  Ajtril  1  _-.  \.  ;i(  ihe 
ageoi  seveiuy-itne  years,  lie  was  reared  amid  p'om-er  >nrrouiniiniis  and  was 
early  inured  to  hard  wortt  and  privation  and  fri»m  hi>  youth  \kas  an  iiidus- 
trions.  hard-working  tmtu  His  e<hicatio»  was  such  as  coiikl  Ire  oMaiiHfl  in 
the  schools  of  that  early  iierirxl  and  was  liherally  supplementfrl  during  his 
later  year-  1)\  r.wch  nadins;  and  close  o|»i-r\ ation.  in  voniij;  manhiKid  he 
1»ou^ht  :i  tr.ut  ii  land  in  M i<hi;[;aM.  which  he  afterwards  void  and  h-.ught 
eigin\  acres  -it  iand  in  (ackson  townsliip.  Dc  Kalh  conntx .  On  this  he  erected 
a  log  house  and  then  rented  the  land.  Alter  his  marriage  he  went  to  house- 
keeping on  his  lather's  farm  of  imiv  hundred  ami  sixty  acrt-s  in  the  so\iihcni 
part  of  (JraiU  township,  this  ronnty.  (Mtt  aiwnM  ten  years  later  he  In  night 
ci\dity  .icres  from  his  father,  IK-  and  his  failur  worked  together,  the  snli- 
ject  takinij;  the  largest  share  of  work  olT  his  f.ithei's  hands  during  lalcr  years, 
and  they  nnder-<!rrtiii<-r!  the  land  and  made  of  ii  an  excellent  fartn  in  e\erv 
respect.  After  his  tatlier  s  death  Mr.  Stn»h  bought  the  interests  of  i!u-  oilu-r 
heirs  and  thus  became  sole  owner  of  the  homestead.  There  he  followed 
farming  until  about  1900,  when,  feeling  the'  weight  of  advancing  years  and 
ha\ing  accmnnlated  a  ct.mi)etency.  he  ma\-ed  to  Waterloo,  leaving  his  son. 
Marvin  Stroh.  in  charge  of  the  farm.  After  moving  to  Waterloo.  Mr.  Stroh 
(33) 
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hfcanie  (|iiite  active  in  liK-al  affairs  and  \va<.  elected  rtnmcilinan  from  the 
third  ward,  in  whkh  ra|)acity  he  servt-tl  four  years,  (hiring  \\linh  tniir  he 
shcuved  a  progressive  spirit  in  everything  iK-Ttaming  lo  the  advancenitnt  ol 
\\  atei  loo.  being  foiuul  on  the  right  side  ot'  every  ciuestiim  involving  business* 
Micial.  educational  nr  moral  advancement.  ]*oIitical1y.  he  was  a  Rquiblican. 
while  in  his  religioii.s  belief  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Evangelical  church. 
stan<h"ni(  sianchly  for  the  Christian  verhic--  !!*  was  Itljera!  in  his  snpport  of 
I  lie  church.  '  eini^  a  cla>-s  leader  and  Snnday  schon]  snperintetuhnt  fur  a  nnni- 
her  of  years,  and  in  every  phase  of  life  in  whicli  he  apjjearetl  lie  stood  fore- 
most among  his  fellows.  He  enjoyed  a  lar^c  acquaintance  througliuut  this 
|mr(  of  the  ccnuity,  and  among  those  who  knew  him  liest  he  was  considered 
.a  man  of  unusual  character,  one  who  impressed  his  personality  tipon  the  lo- 
cah't\  \rhicl)  he  had  honored  with  his  citi/enship. 

f  )n  X'lvcml  er  1S7  j.  Adam  Stroll  was  riiited  in  marriacje  uitli  !•'.!• 
len  -M.  Ileiiip^treel.  wlm  was  horn  in  .Siniilituld  touiiship.  |)i'K;dl)  co'.iniy, 
Indiana,  the  daiit,'!  l(  r  <>\  Krciniali  and  .Marion  l  Smith )  liemj»ircet,  who 
are  reftrred  to  -.jnciiitaliy  elsewhere  in  this  work.  T<»  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Str<»h 
was  Ixjrn  a  son.  Marvin,  whose  iitrth  occurred  on  Xovemher  13.  (K75.  The 
1  itti  r  married  I.iona  Mhri-lii  on  Deccmlicr  1900,  and  since  his  marriage 
lu'  has  operaiccl  his  fatlicr"-.  farm  ev.upt  two  years  when  he  rented  the 
U.iilh  farm  in  Smilhrield  lownshi]*.  lie  has  okc  son.  Kiissell  [.  Str<»h  Thus 
in  this  hrief  uiitiine  it  may  he  seen  that  the  Struh  family  reconi  in  l)eKalb 
county  has  been  an  honorable  one  ai>d  one  that  has  not  only  been  creditable 
to  the  family,  but  of  direct  advantage  to  the  conmumity.  for  they  have  Veen 
instrumental  in  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  county  and  in  the 
upbuihlini:  of  tlu'  '  <  rntcrrsts  .,f  the  ]>eople  in  every  resiK-ct.  Mrs.  Stfoli 
is  a  woman  of  many  iine  «|naiuies  of  head  and  heart  :md  in  the  circle  of 
friends  in  which  she  moves  she  enj(»ys  unlimited  conddfiice  an<l  universal 
respect. 


JAMES  E.  ROSE. 

The  career  of  the  welt  remembered  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the 
cai>tion  of  this  biographical  memoir  was  a  strenuous  and  varied  one.  entitling 

him  to  lionorahle  mention  amon^'  the  representative  citizens  of  his  day  and 
generation  in  the  county  with  which  his  life  was  so  closelv  itlentifie<l.  .-\1- 
tluni>;h  his  life  rrconl  has  been  hrontjlit  1..  ;i  clnsr  Uv  the  inevitable  fate  that 
await.s  all  manknid.  his  influence  stdl  pervades  the  lives  of  a  wide  circle  of 
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friends  and  acquaintances  who  revere  his  memory.  As  a  lawyer,  jurist  or 
private  citizen,  he  was  always  true  to  himself  and  his  fdlow  men,  and  the 
tongue  of  calumny  never  touched  him. 

I  inline  lames  Iv  Ur»se,  now  deceased,  \vln>  was  not  only  a  jiioneer  in 
Dekalb  cuiiiuy,  Indiana,  1ml  wlio  licfanu-  one  i>i  the  well  known  jurists  ot' 
the  stale,  was  born  on  JXccnjber  jj,  iX^j,  m  Mecca.  1  runibull  county,  Ohio, 
and  died  at  his;  home  «m  South  Main  street.  Auburn^  Indiana^  on  April  20, 
1909.  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Coats)  Rose,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  <>|'  New  York. 
The  subject  wa>>  lU  scendet!  fi  nm  sterlinj,' old  b.nylish  ancestry  on  hi-  iiK  tlu  r's 
side  and  Scotch  on  his  father  s  side.  On  September  j.  iH^fi.  t!ie  inuaiy 
left  their  couituriable  lionic  in  t)hio  and  bra\  in},'  the  liardships  aiui  priva- 
tiims  incident  In  frontier  life,  they  <,-niharkctl  on  their  weary  jouniey  to  the 
new  home  in  the  west,  arriving  at  what  is  now  SialTord  township.  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  on  Octolier  3d,  having  sjient  thirty-one  days  on  a  journey 
that  ii'.w  rec|uirc,s  cidy  six  Imur:*  by  rnilroad  Tlial  ibey  were  here  in  ihc 
actual  pioneer  peritKl  of  tiie  county  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  at  that  time 
theti-  were  n<ii  iwrolv  aci\-<  t>t  in?]inni(l  l.iiitl  in  llu-  c  i.in'.x.  Amid  s:u"h 
Conditions  janies  I'..  iv'>s^'  spent  h'>  Ijoyh  uil  du\>,  hi^  |)'ay,i;roun<ls  being  a 
labyrinth  of  stately  trees  .and  lan;;kd  ^ines.  His  first  educational  training 
was  receivwl  Ix-fore  the  fireplace  in  his  father's  cabin,  his  devoted  mother 
bein^i  lii>  teacher.  1 1  w  as  >(.  \eral  vi  ai^  beff  re  the  Country  was  sufficiently 
settled  t'>  estabb>h  a  mIiooI.  InU  by  the  a'^v  i>f  si.xteen  year^  Mr.  Kose  had 
ac<|uired  suflicieiit  kiinwledj^e  to  enable  liini  teach  a  n  innion  school  fie 
»\as  thus  en^ajjed  during  the  winter  n1«(mh^.  s|Hndin<;  the  Nuninier  vacaitons 
in  working;  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  lii«i  twentieth  year,  when  tie- 
siring  a  U'tter  education  he  entered  the  ]>i  eparatory  dejKirtment  of  the  Mich- 
igan Wesleyan  University  at  Leoni,  Michigan,  where  by  great  diligence  he 
prepared  himself  within  a  year  for  the  regular  university  course.  He  took 
the  scientific  course  and,  excei)ting'  a  few  terms  spent  in  teai  liiny  in  order  to 
raise  funds  for  hi<  rollegiate  expense^,  he  continued  in  the  university  luitil 
May.  1H58,  liie  cloM.'  of  his  junior  year.  UfKUi  leaving  that  institution  he 
married  Mary  J.  Moss,  of  Lenni,  Michigan,  then  returning  to  the  old  home 
in  DeKalb  countv,  he  resumed  work  on  the  home  farm  until  October.  1862, 
when  he  moved  to  Auburn  and  became  princi|)al  of  the  city  sdKiols.  At  the 
close  of  the  first  winter  term  he  entered  the  law  office  of  James  R.  Morrison 
as  a  student  and  reniaitie<l  there  until  December,  iR6^.  Me  bad  a  natural 
aptitude  for  lavk  and  made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  .so  tliat  about  fourteen 
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months  after  enter insr  the  office  Mr.  Rose  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon. 

E.  W.  l'<»s(lirk,  and  they  opeiifd  an  office  at  Butler  for  the  practice  of  law. 
During  tlu-  first  yrar  or  two  Mr.  Kosr  was  tint  «»\  (.-rlninkiiol  wiili  liusiiuss. 
Init  this  tinif  ^^rlv  well  '>rctH>if<i  in  assiihioiis  -itndx  ,  tlicreby  «U'vcIoj)in.i;  liis 
k'g:i\  knowKdjjf  ami  hiiter  prt'parin;^  liiniH-li  tor  tin-  husinos  that  was  to 
come  to  hini  later  on.  It  was  not  many  year."*  licfore  Mr.  R<v»  tx;came  a  Iwisy 
man  in  his  prr>fes!tton,  his  partnership  with  Mr.  Fosdick  continuing  until  after 
they  had  esitablishcd  a  good  [>nicticv.  when  by  nnitnal  agreement  their  assrxria- 
tion  was  (lissolval.  Mr.  Htt^v  rontiinud  in  the  active  practice  at  Biiiler  until 
<^Vt<'her,  1X72.  whi-n  he  ini>vc-(I  to  Anixini  and  remained  alone  in  the  praetiee 
until  jnlv.  1K73.  when  he  torniiMl  a  pai tner-»h!]>  w  ith  ll<<n  I  "  j ).  Hartinan 
This  lirm.  midcr  the  name  of  Ruse  &  llartman.  continued  until  July.  18S1. 
when  the  [lartnership  was  dissolved  and  Mr.  Ktise  continued  in  the  practice 
alone  tmtil  iH8.?  when  his  stm,  James  H..  hecuine  his  partner.  This  firm  jifrew 
in  strenj^th  and  Imsine^s  until  tlu\  enjowil  the  larijest  lei;al  patrni»a},'e  of  anv 
lirni  in  no^(hl•a^le^Il  I  '1     iMiMnn  !<•  iheir  crd  nary  |i>eal  practice 

the\  were  alt  irnr\s  u<r  lite  liallinmre  v\-  n!iii>  railroad,  tlu-  W'.dKish  railroa«l 
and  the  Tnledo  vV  C  hieaj^o  iiiterurhau  railroatl.  It  was  charaeteri-«tie  <>i 
Jiid^e  Kosc  that.  Iiusy  as  he  was,  he  never  relin<|nishetl  his  close  and  zcatiuis 
sukIv  of  law  and  he  thus  hecatnc  well  inforn««l  t»n  the  principles  as  well  as 
the  precedent.';  to  such  an  csient  that  he  was  fre(|uently  callc<l  u|K>n  by  other 
uieuil)crs  »>f  the  Iwr  l'>-r  advice  and  c(<uii-t  l.  I'or  nearly  Ivdf  a  eentnry  Judjje 
Rnsi'  was  ideiuitied  nitii  ])r.icticallv  all  <>{  the  iinportanl  filii:;-''!  n  tried  in 
the  local  Court  and  u.a-  eni|tl<>\i'd  in  nian\  ca^e--  in  adioinini'  comitiex.  while 
during  this  periinl  the  lirii!  of  J.  and  J.  II,  Rom-  w.is  n  i^ardvcl  a-  the  leatl- 
ing  law  firm  of  DcKalb  ccHinty.  As  a  trial  lawyer  |nd.;;e  Rose  was  vi^^onnis. 
aggressive  and  (h<»n>ugh,  while  :is  a  counsellor  he  was  conservative  and  safe. 
For  a  score  of  years  the  other  members  of  the  DeKalb  cotmty  bar  regar<lc<l 
Jud^e  Ri)se  as  the  dean  *>(  the  bar  .ami  it  wa^  the  cu^toiu  to  roniniemorate  lu» 
l)irlhda\  'vith  -i.cial  t;atluTintr'^.  at  whieli  he  wi.nid  "e-ale  his  \oun)jrer 
I'retluen  \^uh  rvinin:>cenee'-  ni'  ihr  e.arh  la\\\er--  .and  ind^t-  l  or  nearh  ii.all 
a  centnrv  |udi;v  Rove  wa->  an  ;icti\<  i:ieni!Hr  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  which 
he  took  Kreat  prifle.  In  ijolities  Iw  was  always  a  Keptd»lican  ami  was  active 
in  the  ranks,  not  f<»r  jiersonat  reward  Iwtt  from  a  sen**  of  public  duty.  He 
was  presint  at  the  histf»ric  gathering  under  the  oaks  at  Jackson,  Michigan, 
when  the  Repu!)liean  ))art\  u.as  hrtrn.  and  w.is  thereafter  one  of  it>  most 
e.irnevt  a«!vocales.  In  \><j(>  he  w  1-  ii<  nnitnted  for  judj^e  of  the  circuit  Court 
of  HeKalh.  Xohle  and  Steuhen  co\unies.    .Mnnit  three  years  prior  lo  his. 
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ilcath  Judge  Rose  was  cho>ai  liy  the  IJaltimore  &  Ohio  R;iih(xul  Company 
as  a  rcprcsirDtativc  fnnn  Indiana  on  tiieir  boanl  of  directors,  hlhiij^  tliis  jxtsi- 
tion  until  his  death.  Of  an  intensely  optimistic  (hsposition.  Judge  Kosc 
resolutely  looked  on  the  .bright  side  of  life,  casiinu  ghx>ni  aside  and  becattrM.* 
of  his  fsenial  and  h;i|>|n'  <li!4)osilion  he  was  a  welc4>mv  visitor  in  any  gathering, 
and  was  honored  and  respected  for  his  m  >hle  traits  of  diaractcr,  his  upright- 
ness, his  c<uiraj,'f  and  Ills  sterlinj,'  (|uahu«,-s.  He  wa>  teni|KTatc  in  all  alTairs 
of  life,  a  InvtT  f.t  limne  and  li\e»l  an  active  and  i-nerf^etic  life  of  usefulness. 

Jud{(e  J\(»>e  ssa>  married  three  times,  hi>  tir>i  \»  ife  <l\ini:  on  l  ehrnarv 
5,  iSyj.  leaving  two  sons.  Frank  li.  and  James  11..  and  a  daughter,  iilla  J. 
Frank  E.  is  now  a  railway  suiicrintendent  at  Trinidad,  ('f dorado,  while 
James  H.  is  engaged  in  a  lucrative  law  practice  at  F<tri  Wayne.  IvUa  J. 
<lied  on  N'ovemlici  i  lyio.  In  the  fall  of  iS/.'  Judge  Uose  married  Ellen 
n.  Aldrich,  of  Itiitkr,  vvlio  at  lier  de.ith  left  one  cliil«l.  who  died  ->  in  rifler 
the  ntorhcr.  ( )n  St  nieniher  7,  1873.  Jnd},v  Rom- iniirried  \I:ir\  \  \  .\m»mon^, 
of  hutier.  the  daughter  »»f  1'.  1'..  and  Alary  A.  (Krink)  NiniuHMis.  Three 
children  were  lK»m  to  this  union:  Mary  K..  hies  V.  ami  l.anra  A»  Mary  K. 
is  the  wife  of  K.  W.  .\tkinson.  a  well  known  lawyer  ,Ht  Aulwim,  and  they 
have  twf>  children.  \'ir};inia  Rose  and  Josc|>li  Kdward:  ines  is  the  wife  of 
<ieorge  I'.  Rengnot.  uho  i>-  a  iinniher  of  (lie  firm  of  Schaah  flroihers  Dry 
( ioodv  (  i.miKMiv  ;it  Anhnrn.  and  iIh\  li;i\e  luo  children.  (  liarle--  and  .\hiry: 
Laura  makes  her  home  in  Air  nrn  villi  her  nmlher.     Mrs.  li.is  loiii* 

been  prominent  in  the  social  life  of  \nhurn  and  was  one  of  the  cliarai  niem- 
hers  of  tlic  I.adies  Literary  St»cieiy  of  this  city,  .*»1u*  was  iKrrn  and  r«ired  at 
Rutler,  her  ^larents  having  originally  conie  t<)  this  couniy  fr«im  New  York. 
Her  father  wa-  1  :it  '  li  naii'^o  I'orks.  New  \'(»rk.  aii<l  w,is  of  .^rotcli- 
Irish  aiicestrv.  while  her  mi>ther,  w  ho  was  Itorn  ;>t  At  -o[)H>.  X't-u  \  ork.  w.is  of 
Holland  ancestrv.  descended  from  ihe  family  of  AiMuk.i  Jans,  who  fiwned 
si.Kiy'live  acres  where  Trinity  Kpi.sco|j,-d  church  now  stands  in  New  \  ork  city. 
Mrs.  Rose's  parents  were  nurried  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  in  1843.  and 
came  to  DeKalh  county,  k>cathig  three  and  one-lialf  nriles  southwest  of 
Butler,  where  the  father  bought  lan<l  tliat  his  l>rother  James  hail  entereil  fnnn 
the  government.  This  became  ihe  family  home  and  there  they  live<l  for 
manv  years.  When  they  est.ahlished  thems<  Iv<  s  there  only  a  small  part  of 
the  land  had  heen  cleared  and  pioneer  c' mdn  ii  11-  jirt  >,  aili'd.  I  he  father  was 
accu.stomed  to  go  to  Defiance.  I'ort  W  ayne  or  even  to  ((0>hen  to  get  grain 
ground  and  get  flour,  it  re(|uiring  from  two  to  three  days  to  go  to  Defianrc. 
through  the  trip  cotdd  be  made  in  less  time  on  horseback  when  (he  matter  was 
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urj^ent  I  To  was  a  life-tong  farmfir  but  sonu-  time  prior  to  his  death  relin- 
quished his  agricultural  labors  and  movid  u>  Rntler,  Mrs.  Rose's  mother 
died  in  i8tx\  lenvinir  fi\  c  cliiidrcn:  IwUira.  Sarah  CathertiK.  Mary  I'Vances. 
Emblem  Bevier  and  Alice  E.  Mr.  Nimnioiis  afterwards  married  Mary  F. 
(Westfall)  Nimtnons.  the  widow  of  his  deceased  brother,  Robert  Nimmons, 
One  son  was  horn  to  them,  who  now  lives  near  Butler.  Mrs.  Nitnmons  had 
one  son.  ( ieor^c  l{  ,  hy  her  first  marriage*  he  living  now  in  Mtimuapolis.  Nfin- 
nesota.  Philip  Bevier  Nimmons  was  the  trustee  of  Wilmington  township 
for  manv  vear'^.  :vh\  hf  atul  his  familv  were  prominent  meinher-  i>(  tlu  Pres- 
Jiyti'rian  tliiircli.  I'dlitKallv,  hv  rvas  a  K'eiMiblican  and  wa«  nrttvclv  intercstetl 
in  the  success  of  thai  [Kircy.  liis  death  occurred  on  Apnl  14,  1898.  His 
widow  now  lives;  in  Butler. 


SOIX)MON  FISHER. 

Though  several  years  have  i»ssed  since  the  subject  at  this  sketch  was 
transferred  from  the  life  militant  to  the  life  triumphant,  he  is  still  favorably 
remembered  by  many  of  the  older  r  -sidents  of  DeKalb  county,  where  for 

many  years  he  was  ryi^ardot!  as  i>iie  f>»  tlu-  !oadin;^f  liu'^inp'^s  'ucu  of  the  county. 
Because  nf  his  nian\  excellent  personal  qualities  antl  the  splenilitl  and  tlelinite 
influence  which  his  life  shed  over  the  entire  locality  in  which  he  lived  so  long 
and  which  he  labored  so  earnestly  to  upbuild  in  any  way  within  his  power,  it 
iit  particularly  consonant  that  s|iccific  mention  should  he  made  of  him  in  a 
work  containing  mention  of  the  representative  citi/em  of  the  community  in 
a  past  t^eneration  X  man  of  hie;!?  nmral  character,  niiimpeachahle  integrity. 
|KT>istciit  imhi^^try  and  excellent  business  judginenl.  ite  sI<i*kI  "lour  square  to 
every  wind  that  blew."  and  througluiut  the  locality  where  he  lived  he  occupied 
an  enviaMe  position  among  his  fellownicn.  among  whom  he  was  universally 
esteemed. 

Solomon  Fisher  was  lK>rn  l-Vhrnary  18.  iS^j.  in  Stark  county.  Ohio, 
and  was  a  son  of  lacol)  and  Sophia  <  hhlerl  l'i<hcr,  I  icr.li  |"'isher.  uho  was 
a  native  ot  Pennsylvania,  was  of  ( ierman  descent,  and  at  the  age  ot  ten  years 
he  was  hound  out  and  went  to  Harrislnug.  where  he  learned  the  tailor*s 
trade.  Sophia  Ishley.  who  also  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state,  was  of 
sterling  old  "Pennsylvania  Dutch"  stock,  and  she  and  Tacoh  Fisher  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  state.  Eventually  they  moved  to  Stark  county.  Ixjcoming- 
t»ne  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  locality.  There  .Solomon,  their  son.  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  icared  to  the  age  of  aluuit  twenty  years.  ha\  ing 
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secured  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  when  old  enough  he  learned 

to  he  a  tailor's  cutter,  at  which  he  worked  al)Out  two  years,  and  then  engaged 
in  the  clmhins:  business  at  CantoTi.  Ohio.  In  1861  Mr.  Fi'^her  moved  to 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  in  Waterloo,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business,  and  there  for  many  years  he  and  his  brother,  Peter  Fisher, 
were  in  successful  partnership.  They  were  prospered  in  their  business  affairs, 
and  the  subject  became  the  owner  of  two  farms  in  Steuben  county.  About 
1885,  Mr.  Fisher  retired  from  the  clothing  business  ami  spent  a  year  on  the 
farm,  at  the  end  of  whirh  time  lie  moved  back  to  W'aterlon,  w  here  he  made 
his  home  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Uctoi)er,  1905.  His 
widow  now  lives  in  Waterloo.  Mr.  Fisher  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  was  highly  respected  in  the  community  where  he  had  lived. 

In  1855,  at  Canton,  Ohio,  Solomon  l-'isher  was  united  in  marriagv  with 
Harriett  Rodahaugh,  who  was  lH)tn  in  Suvninit  onintv.  OlnO.  about  six  miles 
from  .Akron,  where  she  spent  Iut  early  childhood.  I'lun  her  parents  moved 
to  LewisviUe.  Ohio,  and  al)out  1855  to  Canton,  that  state.  Her  parents  were 
Adam  and  Mary  ( Heath)  Rodabangh.  Maty  Heath,  who  was  bom  in  New 
York,  was  the  daughter  of  Yankee  and  Scotch-Irish  parents,  her  mother  hav- 
ing been  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  her  father  having  the  sturdy  qualities  of 
the  combined  Scotch  and  Irish  bloo<l,  which  has  lieen  such  a  prominent  element 
in  our  national  life  Adam  Rmlahaugh  was  desrcndetl  from  a  family  nf  noble 
blood  and  was  one  of  a  company  of  young  men  who  fled  from  EuroiK-  at  a 
time  when  Holland  and  France  were  in  rebellion  against  their  government.  At 
that  time  he  was  but  eighteen  years  old.  To  Solomon  Fisher  and  wife  eleven 
children  were  born,  namely:  Williani  H.,  of  Seattle.  Washington;  John  I)., 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  Solomon,  of  Waterloo;  Cora,  the  wife  of  Colonel 
S.  .\.  Bowman,  of  Waterloo;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  I'rank  (I<Mis(*r.  of  .Ashley; 
Emma  B.,  wife  of  John  .VlcFerron,  of  Louisville.  Keniucky;  Kiizabeth.  the 
wife  of  George  Ulph.  of  Detroit,  Michigan:  Blanche,  the  wife  of  William 
Wilkins,  of  Kalamazoo.  Michigan:  Ella,  the  widow  of  !>.  Fairfield  Snyder, 
who  was  a  pioneer  [iliysician  in  Conmna,  this  county.  The  other  twi>  chil- 
dren. Frank  R  and  Harry,  are  deceased.  Frank,  who  lived  in  Fort  Wayne, 
died  in  the  fall  of  1912,  and  Harry,  who  was  married  and  living  in  Waterloo, 
died  about  1880. 

Solomon  Fisher  was  a  man  of  fine  personality,  possessing  to  a  marked 
degree  those  characteristics  which  won  friends  and  commanded  the  respect 

of  all  who  knew  him.  and  his  death  was  generally  considered  a  distinct  loss 
t<i  the  community  which  he  had  honored  by  his  citizenship. 
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RUSSELL  L.  HULL, 

Holtling  prestige  nnifinsi  the  siicct>sfiil  luisincss  men  oi  the  sub- 

ject of  this  rc\  iev\  has  h:iil  tmir!i  tn  (fit  in  advancinij  the  nintrnal  interests  of 
W'aterldi).  heKall)  cm-nly.  and  maknig  it  one  of  the  important  eoniiiicrcial 
centers  of  this  section  of  the  state.  Tlie  study  of  sucit  a  hfe  cannot  fail  of 
interest  ami  incentive,  as  lie  is  distinctively  rq>resentative  of  his  siihere  f>f 
activity  and  lias  contrilnited  in  no  small  measure  to  the  |>ros|>eTity  of  the  city 
which  is  his  home  and  fkld  of  o]>emtion.  at  the  same  tinie  estaldishing  a  last- 
ing reputation  for  honor  and  integritr 

Russell  L.  Unll  was  Iwirn  on  Sr|iunitK'r  j.  iSjj.  at  Sechlerville.  W'is- 
c«jnsin,  ami  is  a  son  ol  ( ieorge  M.  ainl  iiamiali  W.  Hull,  (ieorjie  M.  Hull 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  |)erf«inning  valiant  service  in  the  defense  of 
his  country  in  her  hour  of  need,  and  mnv  lives  in  WashinRton.  1).  C.  wliere 
for  >i\teen  years  he  has  l^eii  in  the  j{«vernnienl  civil  -.ervice.  (  Mie  of  Ins 
dauglner».  l".lVu\  i»  also  in  (he  t;o\erninnit  srT\ice.  heini;  employed  in  the 
jKtstal  <Ie]»ai  tment  at  \\  .i^limiiioii,  .\  -on.  Merlin,  ts  pri>niitu  nt  in  the  public 
aJid  jKiIitical  life  of  \\  i.sconsin.  ami  during  the  M.-s.-ions  ttf  lyij-ij  he  was 
speaker  nf  the  lower  htnise  in  tlie  state  lA'gislatitrc.  Wlien  Knssell  L.  Hull 
was  ImU  a  child  the  family  nmvecl  t<»  IMack  River  l-alls.  Wisconsin,  where 
he  receix  ed  his  ethical  ion.  -ra<Umtin}»  fmm  the  hiuh  .school  :  then  for  a  year 
lie  faithfully  <tr(|ird  Inu  with  (he  inttnliou  of  niak'.iii;  tiiat  lli^  hfe  work,  and 
at  the  .i'^v  of  twenty  year>  started  east,  hi^  inlcniioii  beinti  to  enter  judge 
.^killcll  s  ofhce  at  I'.rvan.  Ohio,  and  jlieie  perfect  hi>  lej^al  stndie-  How- 
ever, he  was  persiiadetl  1»y  a  relative  l<»  slop  at  WalerhMi  and  lake  ciiar^c 
teni|iurarily  of  the  Inrtler,  egg  and  ixnillry  Inistiies*.  owned  here  by  I'.e.er 
1  brothers  C'oitipany.  M  that  time  it  was  u  small  affair,  having  just  l)eeii 
starlc<l  and  employing  but  two  wal;oll^  ri'  ilu-  buying  u]>  of  ]iroiliice  in  a!id 
:i1  oi't  W'.Urrloo  llcyer  I'.roilur-  lin!  tlui  ell  established  hoii-r~  t1  r  .neb 
Indiana.  Inn  the  plant  at  W.ueilo,.  u,i>  llair  l.abv  in  at^e  and  it>  wni  n.i  n 
the  time  Mr.  Hull  took  holil  of  it  was  phenunienal.  He  slioweil  a  remarkable 
aptitwle  for  the  husiness.  Iieing  cpiick  and  <lecisive  and  energetic,  and  so  emi- 
nently satisfactory  have  his  services  lieen  to  the  lieyer  Brothers  Company 
that  he  has  been  retainc<i  at  the  head  of  the  Waterloo  business  ever  since. 
The  business  has  grown  to  snob  an  extent  that  ii  rcmiiretl  the  election  of  a 
larije  brick  1  uilding.  and  both  teaiiK  rui<!  ;nitom<ibites  are  I'ved  in  tin-  leather 
UJg  of  produce,  eggs  aiul  |MJullry  for  tiie  market.  TIk-  sHiff  is  shipped  to  New 
York.  Providence.  Alhany  iind  other  eastern  points,  the  annual  shipments 
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ntnuutittng  to  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  poumls  of  poultry,  and 

fnmi  fiftctrti  f'>  twvnlv  tlimisaTuI  cases  of  eggs,  thirty  d^i^eti  to  a  case.  Mr 
Hull  lia-^  full  cliar;4e  m  tin.-  hu-^iness  in  t-vcrv  dttail  and  to  liis  watchftil  at- 
tention ot  the  market  is  largely  due  tiie  success  wliich  has  attended  his  efforts. 
ior  there  is  hardly  a  line  of  marketable  pro<hice  which  is  more  liable  to  fluctua- 
tions than  that  of  the  (loultry  and  egg  market.  Ry  his  strict  attention  to  Ihisi- 
iK'ss.  his  genial  (lis]K>siti(>n  and  his  sterling  integrity  Mr.  Hull  has  gained  a 
favorable  reputati'm  tlironghont  DeKalh  county,  and  anumji;  his  large  circle 
of  acciuaintances  he  niunhers  many  warm  personal  friends 

Politically,  Mr.  Hull  gives  his  si!ppori  to  the  Repuhlican  partv  and  in 
ii; :  j-3  \va.s  a  meiiilicr  of  tlx*  state  Legislature  as  representative  from  IX-Kalb 
county.  He  was  a  uienilier  of  the  Waterloo  town  board  prior  to  thi.*.  in 
everything  affecting;  the  welfare  of  \Vaterl(K>  and  vicinity  Mr.  Hull  has  taken 
a  commendable  interest.  gi\  ing  his  stip]X>rt  to  the  moral,  material  and  e<hi- 
tionai  uplMiildiiig  of  the  ti>\\!i. 

On  June  4.  |K(»<\  Mr.  Hull  niannd  Nettie  I'..  (  iiamiKTlain,  llie  daughter 
of  iJr.  J.  W  .  C  hanilttrlanu  who  is  represented  elsev.here  in  lln>  \\>>rk.  .\ir. 
Hull  is  a  meniiier  of  the  lmle|X'ndent  Order  of  Odd  l'\'llo*.\s  and  of  the  I'ree 
and  Accepti-d  Masons,  and  in  his  daily  life  he  endfavi»r.<  to  exem|)lify  the 
suhhme  precei»t«'  of  tlu^e  honored  orders.  Because  of  his  .splendid  rec<»rd 
since  locating  in  W  aterloo,  .uul  hisfjemiine  worth,  he  is  eminently  entitled  ti» 
representation  in  this  work. 


J  KK  EM  I A  H  H  KM  PSTR  RET. 

Among  the  sturdy  cui/.ens  of  DeKalh  county  t>f  a  past  generation  who 
In*  their  upright  life  and  iiwUistri^Hts  Iiabits  inipresse»l  their  i)ers«»nality  upon 
the  comnnmities  in  which  they  lived,  was  he  whose  name  ap^iears  at  the  heail 
of  this  iKirafrrapl).  Mr.  Hempstreet  was  liorn  in  Half  .Moon.  Santtfij^a 
county.  New  Vork.  in  t^<<)3.  and  was  reared  in  Herkimer  and  Lewis  counties, 
New  ^'ork.  After  attaining  mature  years  he  marrie<l  Sabrina  Merchant,  by 
whom  he  had  lour  children,  his  wife  and  three  of  the  children  <lying  in  the 
Empire  state.  Later  .Mr.  I  icntp.street  nu»ved  to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where, 
on  January  i.  1S38,  he  married  Mariam  M.  Smith,  who  was  lx>m  in  New 
York  state  on  February  19,  1814.  To  this  second  marriage  were  born 
seven  children :  Cornelius.  Sat)ine,  Albert.  Melvina,  Mary  .S.  and  Ella.  Mary 
S.  was  married  in  1872  10  Orlando  Seerey,  a  farmer  of  Smithiield  township. 
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who  was  born  in  1847  September  21,  IQ12.    He  was  a  Republican  in 

politics  and  \v\t]  mi-mhcrship  in  the  United  Rrethren  chnrch.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  me  owner  oi  eighty  acrei>  of  land,  which  is  rented.  In  0^42 
Mr.  Hempstreet  loaded  all  his  household  eiTects  upon  a  wagon  and  came  to 
DeKalb  county,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  wild  land  in  section  22»  in  Smith- 
field  township.  This  land  at  that  time  was  practically  untouched  by  white 
men's  hands,  and  to  its  ckarinfj,  improvement  and  cultivation  Mr.  Hempstreet 
devoted  himself  indefntij^ably  and  succeeded  in  breakin^j  atid  fencing  over 
one  hundred  acres  4it  land.  Despite  the  privatinns  and  hardships  of  pirmecr 
life  he  remained  actively  engaged  in  work  for  many  years  and  was  liale  and 
hearty  until  past  eighty-two  years  of  age,  his  death  occurring  on  June  2, 
1886.  In  the  local  affairs  of  the  community  he  took  an  interested  part 
and  served  one  term  as  county  a>mmi8sioner  and  fourteen  years  efficiently 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  |M>litical  views  and  a  man 
of  c»;iisriintioiv.>.  habiis  and  well  ihoni;ht  of  hv  hi^  m-ii^hbors  and  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  Hempstreet  was  survived  a  number  of  years  by  his  widow,  who 
died  on  March  24,  1897,  at  the  age  01  eighty-three  years.  She  had  been 
converted  in  religion  in  1841  and  united  with  the  Regular  Baptist  church,  to 
which  she  was  faithful  until  her  death,  a  period  of  fifty-six  years.  Her  hus- 
band,  too,  was  a  member  of  the  SJime  church  and  they  were  liberal  con- 
tributors to  the  buikling  and  support  of  the  church  al  .\ulnirn.  .Mrs  Hemp- 
street  was  an  affectionate  mother,  a  kind  and  cheerful  neij^hln  r  and  made 
friends  wiierever  she  became  ac(|uainied.  This  worthy  couple  long  occupied 
a  respected  position  in  the  community  where  they  lived,  their  deaths  were 
considered  distinct  losses  to  the  community.  Because  of  their  upright  lives, 
business  success  and  the  sterling  worth  of  character  which  they  evidenced, 
tliey  are  eminently  entitled  to  rejiresentatinn  among  the  honored  citiacn>  of 
DeKalb  county. 


FRED  J.  NEBELUNG. 

In  the  respect  fhat  is  accorded  t<>  nu-Ti  \i  Iin  Iiave  fought  their  own  way 
to  siiiTC'ss  throuj;l!  unfavorabk-  environnietil  \\  t  innl  an  unconscious  recog- 
nition of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  a  character  which  not  only  can  endure  so 
rough  a  test,  but  gain  new  strength  through  the  discipline.  The  gentleman 
to  whom  the  biographer  now  calls  the  reader  s  attention  was  not  favored  by 
inherited  wealth,  or  the  assistance  of  influential  friends,  but  in  spite  of  this. 
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by  perseverance,  industry  and  a  wise  economy,  he  has  attained  a  comfortable 
station  in  life. 

Fred  J.  N'ebelung,  a  successful  merchant  and  repressentattve  citizen  of 
Auburn,  Inciiana.  was  horn  at  Br>-ati.  Williams  county.  Ohio,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1867,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Frances  i  I'etTer)  N'ebelung. 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  coming  from  Saxony 
and  the  mother  from  Alsace.  They  came  to  this  country  separately  and  were 
married  in  Toledo.  Ohio,  from  whence  they  removed  to  Kryan,  where  Mr. 
N'ebelung  followed  tlu'  \iKati<  11  of  a  barl>er.  He  spent  the  rest  of  his  day* 
there,  dying  in  1889,  and  i.s  survived  by  his  widow,  who  still  resides  in 
that  city. 

Fred  Nebelung  was  reared  under  the  patmud  roof  and  aeoired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  and  high  schools  at  Bryan.  From  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  until  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a 

clothing  store,  after  which  for  two  jear'?  he  wa-^  a  traveling'  :-alc'^iTian  for 
Taylor's  frimmings  and  furnishings,  with  hcad<|uartcrs  at  ('lc\fland.  nliio. 
Subsequemiy  he  went  to  Lima.  Ohio,  where  for  aiioui  lliree  years  he  was 
employed  in  a  clothing  store,  and.  in  1893,  returned  to  Bryan  and  entered 
into  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  merchant  tailor  and  dealer  in  gents* 
furnishings.  In  March.  tH(]8.  he  disposed  of  his  business  at  Bryan,  and. 
coming  to  .\ui)iirn,  lx)ug!u  tin  Kacktt  store  on  Main  street,  three  doors  soulh 
of  Fif^hth  street,  where  lie  lemained  about  a  month,  then  moving  to  his  pres- 
ent location  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Eighth  and  Main  .streets.  His  business 
ccuistantly  increased  from  the  time  that  he  took  hold  of  it  and  gradually  he 
changed  his  stock  to  dry  goods,  shoes  and  ladies*  ready-to-wear  clothing,  in 
addition  to  which  he  also  carried  a  line  of  groceries.  The  growth  of  the 
business  was  gratifying  and  cotilinued  to  >wh  an  e.vtent  that  in  iQi^  Mr. 
•Xebehmg  was  com])elled  to  enlarg^c  his  spue  and  tuok-  possession  ot  the  store 
room  adjoinitig  him  on  the  north.  He  now  dev(Jie>  ihe  <jld  store  room  to  the 
shoe  business,  and  has  dry  goods  and  ready-to-wear  clothing  in  the  new 
store  room,  while  a  carpet  and  rug  department  is  maintained  on  the  second 
floor.  Strict  attention  to  business,  courtesy  to  customers  and  a  large  and 
complete  line  if  ^^imkI^  in  all  departments  are  the  elements  that  have  con- 
trihuted  t'j  the  -ncee-s  of  Mr.  Xebelung,  who  IS  now  considered  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  Auburn. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Nebelung  is  affiliated  with  a  number  of  local  lodges, 
and  is  also  a  member  and  director  of  the  Commercial  (  lub.  His  relis^ious 
membership  is  with  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor. 
He  gives  a  hearty  support  to  every  movement  which  is  calculated  to  advance 
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the  Ix'St  intertst.s  of  the  coinnninity.  and.  iK'oause  i>f  his  sfem'al  tnaniuT,  sterling 
iiilejjrily  and  genuine  worth,  he  enjoys  the  cnnlidence  and  re.sj>ecl  of  tlw 
entire  comnninity. 

In  1895  Fred  Nebelung  was  married  to  Mrs.  Frederica  Harding,  of  St. 
Mary's  Ohio,  who  has  proven  to  her  husband  a  helpmate  in  the  truest  sense 
of  the  word.  By  a  former  marriage  Mrs.  Nelielung  is  the  mother  of  a 
daughter.  Nell. 


CHARLKS  KLMKK  KKI-DHKirK. 

Anion;,'  tin-  nii-n  of  -^trirdv  imf.yritv  :iiui  relialOe  trails  of  character  who 
have  irmi liltnted  thiir  inioia  10  ihi-  ad\ ;uti enieui  of  the  itiil.uildiiij4  of  DeKalh 
county,  nieniion  may  most  consisteiuly  Ik  nuule  nf  him  whose  name  appears 
,al)c>ve.  who  ranks  anumg  thv  leading  imhlic-spirited  ritixeiis  of  Aninirn.  whw 
he  has  maintained  his  home  since  Sefitcmher.  i(K>/. 

Charles  K  Kretlerick  ua^  horn  on  l*ehriiar\  ,'5.  187(1.  at  Ihidsi  n.  In 
diana.  an<I  is  a  >on  of  JoMph  \.  and  Addic  i(  hil-oiu  I  rKUrick.  |oM-ph  \. 
hVcderick  \va«-.iK'>a  native  of  llndsoii,  Stcnhcn  c<nnity,  Indiana,  and  \\a>  a 
x.n  of  I  )av  id  anil  Maiy  (l"isher)  !•  rederick.  They  came  from  ( )hio  in  the 
early  ihiys  and  settlctl  in  the  utirluirled  wockIs.  Addic  Oiilsun.  who  »vas 
also  Ixmi  on  a  farm  iie:ir  Hmlscin.  is  :i  daiighU'r  of  Hmijamiti  ami  Afarjfarct 
( Hiiifcrman  >  C  'hilsoii.  who  came  f rum  Pennsylvania  to  Indiana. 

('harle>  I'..  I'rKlerick  w.c-  nart-d  on  die  hoim-  farii'  near  llnd>on.  at- 
lendini^  the  |inlilir  s(  hrMi|>  and  the  hi.uh  schools  a!  ll\idson  and  \sldev  \\  lieu 
ahon!  nitieteni  \ear>old  \lr.  I  rederick  weiu  into  a  hardware  store  at  Hnd- 
M.n,  w  liere  he  wa^  employed  as  .1  cli.rk  for  four  year.>.  Then  dunnj;  the 
follow  ing'  eij^hi  years  he  was  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Van  Camp  Hard- 
ware and  Iron  Comfmny.  of  Indianaiiotis.  and  upon  svvering  his  connectitm 
with  (  Miuern  he  became  asstH'iateil  with  the  i>tandard  Simmons  Coni- 
Iiain  .  of  Toledo,  ( )hio.  a>  travelini.;  s;ili  sman.  w  hom  he  has  representctl  dor 
ma  the  last  three  years.  Of  i;oo<|  Inisiness  ahiliiy,  nfTahle  disposition  and 
.sterlinjj  inteirrity.  .Mr.  IVetlerick  has  won  friends  wherever  he  has  gone  and 
has  lieen  eminently  sticccssfnt  as  a  ssdesman  for  tlie  companies  he  has  repre- 
sented. He  lias  gained  friends  wherever  he  lias  gone  and  is  now  one  itf  the 
most  {Mifmlar  resi<lents  of  this  commnnity. 

On  Deceniliet   _'S.   11)04.  Mr.  l-'rederick  marrietl  Bertha  Ketcluim.  of 
IhuUi'ii.  In<!iana,  the  datitrhter "of  |ose]»h  ;nid  l-'ranees  ( ( .rieve^  »  Ketih.im 
She  was  lH»rj'  al  Hiuls4in  and  receival  her  eihscation  there,  residing  with  her 
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parents  until  her  marriaj*;e.  In  September.  1907,  Mr.  Frederick  tmtved  to 
Auhum,  wliere  he  now  resides.   He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methii- 

(list  l-'piscoj).'!!  cluirch  at  Auburn,  anil  Mr.  Frederick  has  hten  siipcrintendt  nt 
of  tlic  Snmlriv  -liioni  tlu-n-  for  the  thrtc  vcars.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'Vetl- 
erick  have  k'on  lK>rn  tun  children,  namely;  Cortland  K.,  boni  May  6,  1907. 
and  I'rancos  Louise.  Iwtrn  In-hruary  26.  igi2. 

Frances  ((irieve.*)  Kcicliam  was  bom  in  Hurmi  county.  Ohio,  in  1848. 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Insco)  Cirieves.  When  she  was  four 
years  old  the  family  came  in  Indiana,  Uxrating  about  four  and  onc-1ia1f  miles 
north  of  Hudson  in  iS^j,  and  tlu-rc  she  was  reared  and  remained  until  her 
marriage  to  Mr  Ketcliam  Tlie  laltir  «."\t,'ai^i-d  in  tcaehint;  -ehool  both  before 
and  after  marriafie,  liiou^li  he  was  a  shoemaker  bv  xocruit.n  at  a  lime  wlien 
i»hoes  were  all  nuide  to  onler,  he  ha\  in;;  conducted  a  "^ueeessful  shoe  store  and 
was  also  iM  )>tmaster  of  Hudson  durini;  President  Clex'eland's  administration. 
His  death  occurred  in  t88o<  his  wife  dyin<r  in  Au^ist.  ic;o(i.  She  was  a  iiiem- 
l>er  of  tlje  .MethfKlist  church,  and  he  w.o  «;e(  relarv  of  the  Stmday  scIi(M>1  con- 
neeteil  with  that  societ\.  Io>.i|>h  Ketthain  was  the  •^on  of  Andrtw  Inv;ersoI 
Keteh.ini  and  M;n\  M.  (duenisevi  Kiiehani.  \lr>.  lV<-(Uriik  i>.  or.e  oi'  foin* 
children  born  to  her  parents,  of  whom  two  brotlu-r^.  Mhert  and  on-  no' 
uai'ied,  died  in  intanc\.  Her  sister.  Aila  i...  is  now  the  v\ile  oi  I'rank 
Strock,  of  Hud'wtn.  SteuU-n  county,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frctlerick  m«>ve 
in  the  Ix'st  social  circles  of  their  conmiuriitv  ami  enjoy  well  <k'served  fM>|m- 
larity  aniontr  those  who  know  thetn,  for  ilu  v  have  cvincetl  cfualitics  of  .<iterHn^ 
worth  and  h  i\e  at  all  times  stfMnl  f«>r  the  Iwst  interests  of  the  commtmity  tn 
every  way  |Mi.ssihlc. 


KM  T.  COCHR.AN. 

It  is  with  markc«I  sati-'laeliini  that  the  bioi^raphcr  ativerts  to  the  lite  of 
one  wiio  luis  attained  succes>  in  any  vocation  ie»juirini;  «letimtenes>  of  pur- 
pose and  determined  action.  Such  life,  whether  it  be  one  of  calm,  consec- 
'.Ive  endeavor  or  of  sudden  mete<nic  accomplishments,  must  abound  in  both 
lesson  and  incentive  and  prove  a  guide  to  youn;;  men  whose  fortunes  and 
destinies  are  still  matters  for  the  future  to  «letermine.  The  >uhject  of  this 
sketch,  is  di^tinctix elv  one  of  the  rejireM-ntative  men  of  Auburn.  I'or  a  num- 
ber of  viTir-  In  directed  hi>  efforts  toward  the  j:oal  of  success  .in'l  bv  patieni 
contumance  ui  well  doint;  succeeded  at  la.st  in  overC(»min){  the  many  (»bsti»clcs. 
hy  which  his  pathway  was  beset. 
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Eli  V.  Ctjcliran.  one  of  tlie  best  known  Inisiness  men  and  enterprising 
citizens  of  Auburn,  Indiana,  wns  lK>rii  Wnv  13.  f85(),  on  hi<  fnttn-r'*^  f;irm 
two  miles  west  of  this  city.  He  is  llic  niiilii  111  (»rtlcr  of  birth  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren born  to  Thomas  and  Amanda  (Saine)  Cochran.  Thomas  Cochran  was 
a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Cubisou)  Gjchran.  the  former  of  whom  came  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  being  of  Scotch  descent.  Thoma$  Cochran  was  Ixmi  in 
Perry  county,  Ohio,  August  24,  his  father  being  an  early  settler  of  that 
c<jmnuinity.  'llioinns  was  reared  in  his  native  contuv.  nti  l  made  llie  old 
ln^niestead  his  resi<lence  f<»r  <iyvr  forty  years.  After  attainiiifi  hi<  majority 
lie  bought  the  interests  ot  the  otiier  heirs  of  his  fritlur's  e.>liile.  and  look  care 
of  his  parents  nntil  their  death.  In  September,  1858,  he  moved  to  Indiana, 
purchasing  land  in  what  was  then  known  as  Richland,  now  Keyser  town- 
ship, this  counrr,  two  mites  west  of  Anbitm,  where  he  made  his  permanent 
home.  He  was  an  industrious  man  and  successful  financially  as  well  as 
otherwise.  He  married  .\inanda  Saine  on  March  17.  1S44,  she  hav  iiiL;  been 
born  lanuarx  iS.  1S20.  ,»  d;ui.<,diter  ><i  1  lenrv  .nid  (  aiberine  Saine.  naiivv-  <<i 
Maryland.  To  riionu'..'  Cochran  ami  wile  ihirteeu  chi'dreii  were  \»nu  ■.i> 
follows;  Hannah,  whn  liccame  the  wife  of  1),  K.  I-lought<Mi.  of  Ix'wisiown. 
Illinois:  Edward,  honi  July  9,  1846,  die<l  July  17.  1850;  Nfary  A.,  wife  of 
Char!--  Mir.ridi.  i>l  Toledo.  Ohio:  llinily  Al.,  i!  f  Allen  W  vsong,  of 
.\villa,  Indiana;  W  illiam  H  ,  <>f  DeK.di)  rt  tint\  ;  Jox-ph  li..  win*  lives  on  a 
farm  two  and  fiiie-h.d*  Tniles  we-^t  of  .\ubnrii ;  l>a\  i<l  S..  of  'I'ucscdi.  \riz(»n;»; 
Dorothea,  wife  of  [eff  Clark,  of  <iarrelt,  Indiana;  ICli  1..  of  Auburn;  Ik*nja- 
niin  1-.,  of  V  irjjinia:  I<l:i  A.,  bom  I>ecemher  25.  dicil  May  8,  1864; 

Ralph  B.,  of  Ontario,  Califttrnia:  and  Charles  K..  of  .^uburu  Junction,  this 
county.  Thomas  CtK-hran  wa.^^  characteriml  by  ^reat  physical  energy*,  ami 
even  in  old  age  was  a  rapid  walker.  He  came  of  a  lonii  liv  ed  famil\  .  one  sis- 
ter Ii\inif  to  the  aj^e  of  ninety  year-.  He  livetl  i>n  his  farm  unri!  lii-  dcitb, 
which  (KCurred  in  the  fall  of  iSo„',  ai^etl  seventv-ei^bt  yerirs  Hi-  uitr  <lied 
February  26,  t8yo.  Uolh  weie  members  of  the  liaptist  ciiurdi.  ot  upright 
character,  whose  lives  were  a  benefit  to  those  with  whom  they  associated. 

Eli  T,  Cochran  spent  his  boyhood  days  itn  his  father's  farm,  securing 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  At  ilu  a^e  of 
fifteen  vears  he  was  stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  from  the  elTects  of  which 
bis  health  became  so  int<i;nrfd  ihnt  !ie  bad  to  toref^o  further  schooliivj;  lie 
remained  on  the  home  farm  uiml  his  marriaj^e  in  i88h,  when  lie  was  twenty- 
seven  years  old.  Immediately  thereafter  he  went  to  C^ifornia,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years,  and  then  returned  to  DeKalb  county,  taking  up  Ms  resi> 
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dencc  in  Aubuni»  where  he  resunuHl  car|)fiucr  work,  a  trade  at  which  he  had 
already  had  some  experience,  and  a  vocation  at  which  all  the  male  members 
of  his  family  showed  an  aptitude  About  two  vearf  Inter  he  l)eg:m  contract- 
ing and  building,  and  continued  as  a  contractor  until  icyyb,  when  he  txiught 
out  the  GoodiA?ifi  coal  yard  in  Auburn,  and  has  sinoe  operated  that  business. 
Marked  enterprise  and  progress  have  characterized  htm  in  his  efforts  and  he 
has  atbiined  to  a  success  fully  commensurate  with  the  efforts  put  forth  by 
him.  Mr.  G»chran  takes  an  intelliL;i  nt  interest  in  public  alTairs,  and  in  {M>Ii- 
tics  has  been  active  in  the  rank-  "i  i!u-  fVmocrntic  pari  v.  He  served  two 
terms  in  thi-  citv  mnncil  ot  Auhuni  and  was  an  lulhiciuial  member  of  that 
body  when  AiiImuh  instituted  her  system  oi  fine  paved  streets.  His  lutme  is 
in  a  substantial  and  attractive  brick  residence  at  No.  421  West  Seventh  street, 
Auburn,  and  its  finished  handsomely  in  hani  wfHid,  personally  selected  by  Mr. 
Cochran.  The  home  is  nitKiern  in  ev  ery  resjH'ct,  and  has  all  the  conven- 
iences rc'(|ui!ed  in  modern,  up-to-date  lunnes. 

In  March.  188(1.  Mr.  Cochran  was  unite«l  in  marriajL^e  witli  N'l  la  I'cUe 
Shook,  daughter  of  Je.v-e  and  \  irilla  ( I'leniin.u  1  ."^hook.  Mr>.  C  odiran.  wlio 
is  a  lath  i»f  many  social  graces  and  estimable  (pialities  of  head  and  heart,  was 
born  on  her  father's  farm  in  I'airfiekl  timnship.  this  county,  about  two  miles 
southwest  of  I*'air(ield  (Center.  Her  father,  Jesse  Sluntk,  was  the  fourth  of 
ten  children  bom  to  John  Shook  and  wife.  Mr>.  t  ochran's  >?rand father  was 
a  native-  of  Pennsvlvania.  froi  1  which  p!n<x-  lu-  moved  to  Ohio,  living  suc- 
cessively in  ( '<  i!nmlMrina.  Trumbull  and  Seneca  counties,  liefon-  coniinsj  i(» 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  In  1844  he  located  in  I'uirlield  touu>hip.  this 
Goimty.  when  Jesse  Shook  was  a  boy  of  about  fifteen  years  of  a^e.  John  M. 
Shook,  a  brother  of  Jesse,  ami  whf»  nr>w  makes  his  hf>me  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cochran,  was  in  the  cavalary  branch  of  the  army  <luring  the  Civil  war.  Afier 
the  war  enteretl  the  employment  of  the  Mis-om  i.  Kansas  ^S:  Texas  railway 
at  Parsons.  Kansas,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  fh.it  r.ad  for  fi.rtv  years.  He 
is  a  thirty-second  cletrn-c  \fasun  and  a  memlKT  of  the  Mssiic  Shrme. 

To  John  Shook  and  wife  were  born  the  following  children;  Jonathan. 
Elias,  Rebecca.  Jes.se,  Henry.  John  M.,  Elizaheth,  Samuel,  William  and  Rose 
Ann.  Jesse  Shook  married  Virilla  Fleming,  daughter  of  Aaron  Fleming  and 
Nancy  (Irwin)  Fleming,  a  Isdy  of  Scotch  parentage.  He  follc»wed  the  voca- 
ti<^)n  (f  farming  f'^r  ^ftmc  years  after  his  marriage,  and  when  Mrs  Ci  cliran 
was  a  little  f^'rl  tlse  family  moved  to  Coniiuia.     \bout  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Shook  moved  into  Auburn,  where  he  died  in  iHoq.  his  wife  surviving  until 
1906. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli  Cochran  has  l>een  bofD  one  daughter.  La  Vaun, 
who  is  now  atfemiinf,'  the  ])ul)lic  Mrhools  in  Anhurn  Mr.  Cochran  is  an 
nrttM*  nienil)cr  <  t  tlir  l\iiii,'hts  of  Pythias,  the  American  Vocnian  and  the 
Auburn  Commercial  Clul),  in  all  of  which  he  takes  an  active  part  and  intelli- 
gent interest.  Religiously,  he  ami  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Eptscoi)al  church,  of  whidi  they  are  regular  attendants  and  to  whkh 
they  contrihute  liberally  of  their  means.  Mr,  Cochran  has  by  his  indomitable 
enterprise  and  ])r<><jressiM'  methods  contributed  in  a  material  way  to  the  ad- 
vanoem^nt  '»f  hi<  Ifrrdily.  and  <liirtiii:  the  crnirse  i  t"  h^m* iralilt'  career  he 
has  met  witli  a  lair  measure  of  s1Kee•^^,  havin;^  been  <(overned  by  liciie^tv  and 
>inccrity  of  purpose  .'^o  that  Ik-  now  enj«ns  to  an  eminent  degree  ilic  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  the  entire  community. 


NOkMAN  ri:.\l.  J  ACKM AX. 

The  liisii.r\  hI  ,i  e<.i  niy  >•<■  M-U'  .  well  a>  that  oi  a  ii.iiion,  is  cIucAy  lIlC 
chroniele  'if  ibo  li\(.-  .iiul  rIeetN  <'l  lln-'e  wlio  h.n  e  eonlerre«l  honor  and  ii;;fnit\ 
ll)>on  sofieu.  rile  \\<iiM  j;i<!'H-  the  eharaeler  I'f  a  eonminnilv  l>v  rh-  nl 
its  repre>enlalivc  liti/.ciis  antl  yieNU  its  iriliutc  of  aclmiratit  n  ami  resjuct  t" 
those  whose  works  and  actions  constitute  the  record  of  a  staie"-^  pr(>s|icriiy 
and  pridv.  .\niong  the  prominent  ciiizcuii  of  DeKalb  county,  wlu*  arc  well 
known  Ix'catise  of  tlicir  success  iti  ]>rivnte  Inisiness  iilfairs  and  tl>e  imrt  iliey 
hsive  taken  in  pul>lic  life,  is  he  whose  name  ap|»ears  at  the  head  of  (his  article, 
the  f>re-i  iit  postma-ter  <>f  \\'.iteil«)i<. 

\nrman  T.  laeknian  \>.a>  Uoni  in  l  raiil<lm  township.  1  )eKalb  <r.nni\. 
Iiiiliana.  ku  the  oth  ilay  of  April.  <^i55,  aixl  i>  a  s<»n  of  Isaac  and  .Maria 
(Stoncr)  Jackman.  Isaac  Jackman  was  lx>ni  in  (!^rroll  county,  Ohio,  on 
Octoher  .^o.  1817,  and  wa.s  the  son  of  hMward  and  I'^lixahelh  (Miller)  Jack- 
man.  Kdward  Jackman  had  come  to  DeKalh  county  in  1834.  entering  a 
tract  of  land,  ami  tlivn  rctumwl  lo  ()hi<>  In  1X40  lu  moveil  his  family  to 
their  now  liome,  arri\ im:  hen-  <in  tiie  28th  <if  .May.  Plie  h'Uii  ;ind  tiresome 
MurucN  was  made  in  the  prev.ileul  mamuT  lln'^c  »lav>.  bv  wri"^'<  n.  <.vrr  tb«- 
praines.  tln«>u^h  ihe  roa«lle.«.»-  fi>rest>  and  aero»  nnhrid^'ed  -m\,iiiis.  liuir 
si<»pl)in.y  place  at  night  Iteing  hy  the  way-^ide  where\er  they  happened  to  l>e. 
Tlieir  first  work  was  t<i  clear  a  small  area  and  erect  a  log  csd)in.  Here  Ed- 
ward and  Elizabeth  Jackman  s]Hrnt  the  rest  of  their  days,  having  given  the 
best  of  their  years  to  the  creating  of  a  home  and  tlie  rearing  of  their  rhiklren 
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to  honorable  manhood  and  womanhood.  At  thftr  deaths  their  remains  w  ere 
buried  on  the  home  farm,  but  eventually  were  removed  to  the  cemetery  at 
Hamilton.  They  were  the  i>arciits  of  ten  children,  of  whom  tlie  cideijt  mar- 
ried in  Ohio  and  later  in  the  fall  came  here.  Isiiac  was  tlie  next  oldest  and 
was  abottt  twcnty-thr«e  years  old  when  the  family  located  here.  His  father 
was  about  sixty  years  old,  so  Isaac  was  virtually  responsihlc  for  the  welfare 
and  comfort  of  the  family.  For  eight  years  he  remained  at  home,  or  until 
tin-  other  cliildrtn  were  old  enou](h  to  take  his  place.  In  September.  he 
married  Maria  Stoncr,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Agnes  (Crilcs)  Stoner.  who  had  removal  fnmi  Penn.sylvania  to 
the  Buckeye  state.  She  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  June,  1846,  with 
her  parents,  who  located  .temporarily  on  a  farm  north  of  Waterloo.  A  year 
later  they  boug^  a  farm  about  five  miles  south  of  Auburn,  near  St.  Johns, 
where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  After  their  marriage.  Isaac  Jackman  and 
wife  took  up  tlicir  abode  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  township  wliicli  had  I)cen 
cnteretl  froni  the  j^overnment  Ii\  his  father.  Here  tin  y  entraj^ad  in  farming 
and  reared  their  family,  consisting  of  three  children,  namely:  Olive,  the 
wife  of  Frank  WiOiams.  of  Ccmgress,  Arizona,  and  they  have  a  son,  Isaac  J. 
John  S.  Jackman,  who  was  reared  at  home,  married  Olive  C.  Waterman,  after 
which  he  farmed  for  awhile,  also  buying  and  selling  live  stock.  He  engaged 
in  the  furniture  busing  in  Waterloo  and  later  was  in  the  Inxtt  ami  shoe 
business  until  the  fire  of  1897,  which  destroyed  his  store,  after  which  he  re- 
tired from  active  business.  He  died  in  ick>7,  leaving  twf>  d.-mi^htcr-.  lUanclH- 
M.  and  Madge  S.  Blanche  married  John  F.  Shuman  and  resides  in  Florida, 
while  Madge  is  a  teacher,  having  taught  in  the  schools  of  St.  Paul  until  the 
winter  of  1912-13.  She  and  her  mother  now  reside  in  California.  The 
third  diiid  of  Isa^ic  and  Maria  lacktnan  was  N'^^man  Teal,  the  imme  liate 
subject  of  this  review.  Isaac  jackman  died  in  \Hj>  and  his  wife  in  iHf)4. 
She  was  an  camcst  nionilKT  oi  ilu  Metlindist  Episcopal  church.  Isaac  Jack- 
man  was  a  Denii*crat  in  (K)httcs  and  t<Kik  an  active  p;irt  in  local  public  alfairs. 
especially  during  and  immediately  after  the  Civil  war.  In  i860  he  voted  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Union  and  thereafter  remained  aligned  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  intensely  public  s|nrited,  but  never  aspired  to 
puUk  office. 

Norman  T.  Jackman  spent  his  fxtylnnxl  days  on  the  home  farm  in  Frank- 
lin township,  and  secured  a  pr.ictical  education  in  the  conmmn  >chii(ils.  su{>- 
plementing  this  by  attendance  for  a  short  time  at  the  Valparaiso  Normal  Uni- 
(34) 
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versity.  He  then  rftumed  to  the  home  lariu  riiut  remaint-d  with  his  inollier 
until  his  marriage,  in  1882.  though  he  still  continued  the  operation  of  the 
home  farm  tor  a  nuniljer  oi  years,  or  until  1890,  when  he  bought  a  farni-in 
Siditiifield  township,  where  he  lived  nntil  19021  ■  In  the4atter  year  he  mov«d 
to  Auburn,  where  he  had  an  interest  in  the  excelsior  factory.  ■  In  the  fall  of 
1906  he  disposed  of  that  interest  and  bought  property  in  Waterloo,  .where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  the  owner  oi  one  huntlred  and  forty  acres  of  good 
land,  lying  in  two  trnrts  in  Smithticid  township,  one  horderintif  on  the  old  lionie 
farm  and  the  <ilhcr.  an  eighty-acrt-  trnct,  lying  a  siiort  distance  north  of 
Waterloo,  l*"or  about  live  y«;ars,  wiiiK-  >till  engaged  in  fanning.  Mr.  pack- 
man dealt  in  agricultural  imidements  at  Waterloo.  On  February  uj,  i9ii« 
Mf.  Jackinan  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Waterloo  and  is  still  the  incumbent 
of  that  position.  He  has  given  to  the  discharge  of  his  oiTici.-d  <luties  the 
same  careful  attention  to  details  that  he  giive  to  his  own  Inisiness  affairs  and 
has  therefore  earned  the  conmunulation  and  approval  of  l)oth  the  deparlrjient 
and  the  jnUrons  of  the  olVn  ■  .  He  ha>  all  through  his  mature  life  taken  a 
deep  inure.si  in  .ill  local  affairs  and  has  held  the  confidence  of  the  poeple  to 
a  notable  tlegree.  While  he  was  n  resident  of  Auburn  he  was  ap|K>inted  re- 
ceiver to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  Farmers  Bank,  which  had  failed,  and  he 
settled  the  affairs  In  such  a  m:mner  as  to  satisfy  all  concerned,  as  far  as  was 
possible  for  any  one  to  have  done.  !  K  li a  -  also  served  in  i>thcr  pnjiitions  of 
public  trust.  alwHv*;  with  ahilitv  .nnd  t;ntlilulne<« 

I'olilically,  Mr.  laikm.iu  is  .111  cuncNl  kc(»ul>lican  aiul  ha>  l«»ng  been  an 
active  worker  in  the  interests  o\  that  01  j^aniziition.  For  five  years,  from  1895 
lo  Hjcxy.  he  served  as  trustee  of  Smithfield  Utwnship.  In  1898  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  tlie  Ke]Hihliaui  ctmnty  committee,  serving  with  ability  and  success 
for  six  years.  In  the  cami)aign  of  iqio  he  served  on  the  state  central  com- 
mittee as  a  member  of  the  advisory  IxKird.  hVaterually,  he  i-;  n  metnlKT  of 
W  aterloo  I^K^^e  No  }o-.  l-'ree  ami  .Accepted  Masons,  an«l  \\  atrrl(M»  l^^lge 
No.  221.  IndeiKiident  Onier  of  iXld  Fellows.  He  has  been  active  in  these 
bodies,  having  piisiied  all  the  chairs  in  both  lodges,  and  behtg  twice  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  Masonic  grami  lodge.  He  and  his  wife  also  belong  to  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

Mr.  Jackman's  domestic  life  began  in  1SH2,  when  he  was  married  to 
Laura  A  Kennedv.  wlut  was  l>orn  in  Smithfield  tdwn^liip.  this  county,  the 
daiiKbter  df  \N'ilHani  and  ()li\f  (liolnies)  kennetiy.  Her  father  was  a 
native  oi  W  ayne  county.  t)iuo.  and  came  to  this  county  m  an  early  d.ay. 
while  her  mother  came  here  in  1842  with  her  parents,  Benjamin. and  Nancy 
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^Knapp)  Holmes,  who  became  early  settlers  in  Smithfield  township.  .Here 
William  Kemiedy  and.  Olive  Holmes  were  married  in  1856  and  made  their 
home  there  until  late  in  life.  .Mrs.  Kennedy  died  in  1898  and  he  now  lire?  in 
Michigan.  Mrs.  jackman  attended  tiie  .scho(iIs  of  her  home  communit)  iitnl 
iKa$  also  a  student  in  the  normal  school  at  \'alj>araiso,  this  statt;.  I'^om  1875 
.to  the  time  of,  her  marrijige  .she  was  a  successful  aqd  popular  teacher  m  the 
schools  of  DeKalb  county.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Jhe.  Eastern 
Star  and  while  a  resident  of  Auburn  belonged  to  the  Ladies  Literary  Society. 
She  is  especially  active  in  the  cause  of  tem|XTnnce  and  is  prisiilent  (»f  the 
Woman's  Christirin  'rcinj>erance  I'nion  at  Waterloo.  She  has  re[3resented 
this  body,  a^  well  a:>  ihc  Taine  Chii^  of  WaterlfK),  at  district  and  slate  meet- 
ings at  Indianajtolis,  Elkhart,  Terre  Haute,  Muncie  and  Ft.  Wayne.  She 
has  also  been  .a  representative  to  the  grand  chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  .int- 
ern Star.  Mr.  and  Mr&  Jackman  move  in  the  best  social  circles  at  Waterloo 
andr  because  of  their  ^(enuine  worth  and  splendid  personal  qualities^  they  are 
universally  held  in  high  esteem. 

Mrs.  Jackman  hn<  a  brother.  W.  .\.  Kenneflv.  who  is  telef,'rayih  ojierafor 
and  station  agent  at  Corunna  for  tlie  Lake  Shore  railroatl.  He  married 
Phileia  Kratxer»  a  lotive  of  Steuben  county,  this  state,  and  they  l»ve  three 
daughters,  Oliva,  Bessie  and  Lulu.  Oliva  became  the  wife  of  Sherman 
Kimmel,  foreman  of  the  Ptspatch  jirinting  (^Kce  at  Auburn.  Be^e  is  the 
wife  of  Roy  Stephenson,  operator  for  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  at  Wauseon. 
Ohio.    Lulu  lives  at  home  with  her  parents. 


J.  R.  SKILLIN(;. 

Amouji  the  citizen.^  of  DeKalli  county,  Indiana,  who  today  enjoy  ll>e 
unlimited  respect  and  confidence  of  their  feHow  citizens,  none  has  risen  to  a 
higher  d^^  in  the  esteem  of  those  who  know  him  rlian  J.  K.  Skilling,  of 
Garrett.  iNlr.  Skilling  was  boni  on  .August  19,  1840,  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  and  in  Xoveml)er.  1^4^),  when  Init  a  little  past  six  years  old.  he  was 
brought  i)y  his  parents  to  DeKalh  county,  locating  in  Uichlam!  town- 
ship .\t  that  early  day  but  few  settlers  liad  Ideated  in  that  section  of  the 
county,  and  but  little  of  the  land  had  Ix^n  cleared.  In  the  winter  of  1847  ,\lr. 
Skilling  attende<l  school  in  the  first  school  house  erected  in  Richland  town- 
ship at  Green's  Comers,  half  a  mile  south  of  the  present  town  of  Sedan. 
This  was  a  log  Imildiiig,  heated  by  a  big  fireplace,  which  was  constructed  of 


Digrtized  by  Google 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


log  ore,  a  deposit  of  iron,  wliirh  was  located  in  the  .s\vanipi<  of  this  luo^lity.  it 
being  prior  to  the  introduction  of  stoves  in  DcKalb  county.  At  that  time  the 
quaHtication  required  of  a  isclioni  teitrbcr  was  U>  be  supplied  vviiii  two  {XKket 
knives,  a  large  jack  knife,  with  whicii  lo  tut  whips  in  the  woods  to  enforce 
disdpltnc  among  Che  larger  boys,  and  n  |>en  knife,  with  which  to  make  goose 
qtiill  pens  for  those  who  were  learning  penmanship.  Mr.  Skilling's  family 
resided  in'DeKalb  county  from'1846  until  March,  1854,  when  tliey  moved  to 
Noble  county,  mIhtc  they  resided  until  March,  1864.  uhen  they  returned  to 
DeKalb  county,  iocatinjf  in  Smithtield  township.  In  1862  riie  •subject  of  this 
sketch  went  to  Pbilndelpbia,  Pennsylvania,  and  entered  upon  govemnienl 
work  in  ilie  W  illiani  Lrauip  ik  Scmi  s  ship  yards,  the  largest  concern  in  that 
line  in  tli.e  country.  In  June,  1864,  he  returned  to  DeKalb  ciHinty,  but  two 
years  later  he  again  went  to  Philaddphia.  where  he  resided  until  SepCemberp 
1875.  He  then  came  to  DeKalb  county,  lf>cating  in  the  new  town  of  Ciarrett, 
which  had  just  been  founded  on  tiie  I»aUinirjre  &  (^hio  railroiul  line,  and  in 
January,  1876,  Mr.  Skilling  wa-^  api)i>intetl  marsh;d  of  the  new  town.  In 
November  of  tiie  saine  year  he  entered  the  service  of  the  t^aitnnore  &  Ohio 
railroad  company,  with  which  be  served  in  various  positions,  chiefly  in  the 
bridge  and  building  department  until  May  6,  1912.  when  he  received  a  serious 
injury,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  has  been  confined  to  hh  home  continu- 
ously since.  Though  suffering  and  comparatively  helpless,  Mr.  Skilling  re- 
mains cheerful  and  takes  a  deeji  interest  in  everythinj^  about  him.  He  has  for 
many  years  l)een  a  close  stiulent  i>f  local  historv  and  is  well  iniurnied  on  cur- 
rent events  relating  to  DeKalb  c«»unty,  Ijeing  an  authority  in  this  line.  Be- 
cause of  his  splendid  career,  which  was  during  his  years  of  good  health  char- 
acterized by  steady  and  persistent  industry,  he  earned  the  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  associated,  as  well  as  the  confidence  of  the  company  !)\  which  he  wa.<s 
employed,  and  today  no  citizen  of  his  community  stands  higher  in  the  public 
esteem. 

October  19,  1H73,  the  subject  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Kane,  daughter 
of  Bernard  and  Ann  (CaniplK'll)  Kane.  Bernard  Kane  lived  in  Philadelphia 
and  was  employed  as  an  engineer  on  the  Chicagr>,  Wilmington  &  Delaware 
railroad.  He  died  while  his  wife  was  yet  yout^. 

Toihe  subject  and  wife  have  Ix-en  lM)ni  eight  children:  John  K.  is  an 
inspector  of  accounts  f-,r  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railn)a<!  system;  James  C. 
lives  in  Joplin,  Missouri,  and  is  eniplf»yed  by  the  M;-..niri  Pacific  railroad; 
Rose  is  deceased;  Alice  lives  in  Chicago;  Jos*rph  is  an  employe  of  the  clerical 
department  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad;  Aim  is  at  home;  Mary  lives 
in  Fort  Wayne ;  Bemadette  is  also  at  home. 
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SAMUEL  G.  HAVERSTUCK. 


The  life  history  of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  closely  identified 
with  the  history  of  IH-Kalb  coutity,  Imliana.  His  life  has  heen  one  of  untir- 
ing activity  ami  has  I  con  crowned  with  a  dejircc  of  success  attained  liy  those 
only  who  <k'voic  themselves  inf1cfati{;al)l\  fn  the  work  l>cfore  thini  lie  is 
of  a  liigh  type  of  business  man  and  none  more  than  he  deserves  a  httuig  recog- 
nition among  the  men  whose  gvnins  and  ahility  have  achieved  results  that 
are  most  enviable  and  commendable. 

Samuel  G.  Haverstock  was  born  near  Hutler.  Indiana,  on  riliniai  \  15. 
and  is  a  son  of  N^nalhan  and  Anna  ((lardner  )  Haverstock.  Jonathan 
Haverstock  was  Ijorn  in  Tuscarawas  coiuity.  Ohio,  on  .\prt]  17.  !8.|3,  and 
when  about  fourteen  years  old  was  brought  to  DeKalb  cotinty,  Indiana,  by 
his  parents,  Samuel  and  Phoebe  Haverstock.  Samuel  Haverstock  bought  a 
farm  north  uf  Butler  and  there  establisthcd  the  family  home  and  siient  the 
remainder  of  his  hfe.  He  started  lu-re  in  a  very  moderate  \\a\  .  bavins^  bought 
farm  land  for  which  he  went  into  <leht.  hut.  ly  persi-tcnt  etifttrt  aufl  rigid 
economy  he  wa-;  pmsiitrcd,  and  at  Icnijtli  was  niabled  to  buy  mure  land  fr<»m 
time  to  time  tuitil  at  one  lime  h.c  owned  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  to  each  of  his  seven  children  he  gave  two  hundred  acres  to  start 
them  in  life.  He  txnight  and  sold  a  great  deal  of  land  and  was  numbered 
amonix  the  substantial  and  enterprising  citi/ens  of  the  comminiity.  Polit- 
icalh  .  he  wn'^  a  -tannrh  Kepul  lican,  bi:t  not  an  otlice  seeker,  while  religiously 
iic  and  hi>  wi/t-  wen  inemlH.'rs  of  the  Metliodist  Kpiscopal  church,  lonathan 
Haverstrjck  was  reared  near  lUiller  and  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
throughout  his  active  life.  He  married  .\nna  Gardner,  who  died  two  days 
after  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Sanmel  <;.,  the  immediate  sul>ject  of  this 
sketch.  Anna  (iardner  was  a  native  of  Williams  county.  Ohio,  and  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Haverstock  c>ccurred  on  DerenilHT  6.  iSftf>.  Some  time  after 
her  death  Mr.  Haverstock  married  Eleanor  Cole,  of  DeKalb  county,  and 
to  tJiis  union  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  lour  are  living — Leone. 
Charles  H.,  Burl  and  Belle.  Mr.  Haverstock  continued  farming  near  Butler 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  was  successful  in  his  efTorts.  He  was 
a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  an  Odd  Eellow  and  a  member  of  the 
Mcthfxlist  F(»iM-opal  church.  He  was  a  good  neiehI)or.  ahvav^  ready  to  lenfl 
a  helping  hatid  to  those  in  need  of  assistance,  and  uatk  an  especially  active 
part  in  Sunday  school  work.  His  death  occurred  on  July  16,  191 1.  When 
Mrs.  Anna  Haverstock  died,  she  gave  her  two  days*  old  baby  to  the  subject's 
grandparentSt  Samttel  and  Phoebe  Haver.stock.  by  whom  he  was  reared,  he 
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being  ^lout  nineteen  years  old  when  they  died.   The  boy  grew  iq»  on  the 

farm  and  attended  college  at  Angola,  and.  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old, 

!u-  took  Charcot-  of  liis  grandfather's  fnnn.  continuing  its  operation  until 
alwut  i<;o5.  About  that  time  Mr.  )  laversti>ck  left  the  farm  and  moved  to 
Rntler.  where  for  al)«>ut  four  years  he  was  employed  in  the  li\e  stt^k  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  %vas  very  itnccessful.  He  was  then  elected  to  the  office  of 
count)  recorder.  a.<isuniing  the  <Utties  of  that  office  on  Jamiary  1909.  and  in 
the  following  month  he  moved  t<>  Auhurn.  where  he  now  resides,  having- 
reretillv  sold  his  farm  lie  |K,*rformed  his  ofht  inl  duties  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  liis  fellow  citizens  and  retired  from  the  oliicc  with  ihc  conmienda- 
tion  of  all  who  ha<l  been  familiar  with  his  work  there. 

In  1890  Mr.  Haverstock  was  nnitecl  in  marriage  with  Maude  Walter,, 
who  was  horn  in  Defiance  county.  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  lames  R.  and  Eliza 
(  Stitfler)  Walter.  Mrs.  Haver^lMck  '^  ftrtrents  had  come  from  Tuscarawas 
nnintv.  Hhio.  (n  I  ){'r?anri'  county.  ^tale,  and  suhse«|Uentl\    iTim  rd  to 

DeKaib  county,  iooating  near  lUitlei.  w  liere  Mr.  W  alter  f<j|lowed  tiiiiuing 
and  where  his  death  occurred  in  i^'M.  His  widow  now  lives  with  a  daughter 
at  Defiance.  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haverstock  have  been  bom  two  chil- 
dren. Hazel  .\.  and  J  Ilan-ld.  I'ratv'rnally.  Mr.  Haverstock  Mongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Ueneviilriit  am!  I'mtcriive  ( )nler  of  Elks,  and 
is  his^hlv  t'>;t«'e!iied  among  iii>  fraternal  Itnthreii.  He  is  a  man  of  splendid 
qualities  oi  character,  honcsi  and  upriglii  in  all  !iis  dealing.^  with  his  fellow 
men.  and.  because  of  his  earnest  eflForts  and  successful  career,  he  has  earned 
and  retains  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


.MUtL  STUS  C.  (;kl*hlke. 

The  life  of  \uguslus  C  .  (Irulilkr,  a  highl\  reN|)ected  citizen  nf  W'aterltH"). 
Indiana,  has  Ix-en  one  of  cou-^eciitive  nu]ra\<>r  along  lines  that  ^cldom  fail 
to  bring  salisfaclory  results,  and  now.  111  ihe  evening  of  his  life,  he  tind.s 
himself  very  comfortably  situated  as  a  result  of  his  former  years  of  activi^*. 
Augustus  C.  Grtihlke.  of  Waterloo,  was  born  in  I'russia,  Germany,  on  March 
6.  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Wtlhelmina  (Tietz)  Gruhlke.  W  hen 
he  was  abixit  nine  vi-av;  n\{\  lii-,  prirrnt^  came  to  America,  It»<-atin£;  in  I'ulavki 
county,  Indiana,  on  a  farm.  \\  lien  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old. 
.\ugu.stus  Gruhlke  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  working  at  various 
employments,  such  as  farming,  and  then  railroading.   In  1872  he  came  to> 
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Waterloo,  Indiana,  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad,  having  charge  of  the  tower  at  the  railroad  crossing.   About  three 

years  later,  when  tlic  Lakt-  Shore  depot  was  built,  he  put  up  a  rcstanrant 
across  the  street  trom  the  ciepot.  and  for  eighteeti  years  this  restaurant  was 
operated  by  Mrs,  Gruhlke.  while  Mr.  Gruhlke  attended  U)  lus  duties  at  the 
tower.  In  1897  Mr.  Gruhlke  soM  the  restaurant  and  in  1899  quit  the  employ 
of  the  railroad.  In  1895  he  had  invented  the  first  practical  electric  cigar 
lighter  and  went  into  partnershij)  with  Mr.  William  Kessler.  of  Auhurn,  to 
manufacture  them.  After  the  Im^inoss  wa^  ^\ell  started  Mr.  Cirulilkf  suld 
out  his  interest  tn  .Mr  Kessler.  In  ti^K)  lie  iiegan  giving  his  entire  tinu-  and 
attention  to  niamifactnrmg  and  inventing,  and  made  improvements  the 
old  cigar  lighter,  and  at  the  same  time  organized  the  Star  Electric  Company 
to  manufacture  cigar  lighters.  He  also  organized  the  Waterloo  Cigar  Com- 
pany. The  lighter  business  was  continued  about  si.x  years,  when  Mr  r'.mhlke 
sold  his  interest  in  it,  and  in  i(>o^5  he  sold  thi  cii^ar  hti^ines*;  IK-  has  been 
verv  successful  in  nni,'ina!  patents  and  has  lakrn  out  lur  diftVronl  patent^  on 
clerlric  cif^ar  lighters,  eacii  one  an  entirely  iliiVeicnl  one  hum  ihc  other,  lie 
has  also  patented  other  inventions,  including  a  fornuildehyde  generator  for 
disinfecting  punMises;  a  combination  handle  and  castor,  intended  primarily 
to  be  used  <'n  r^  ugh  boxes,  so  they  c(  m1  !  In  either  rolled  or  carrie<l.  hut  the 
holder  can  be  used  on  anv  kind  i>t'  a  Imx  IK-  also  h.is  ,i|)[>lirali(.iis  flli-d  fnr 
a  |)atent  on  a  cigar  bunch  niakni^  nKuhnu  Mr.  (.rnlilkc  iias  |)robahl\  tlie 
largest  collectiijn  of  old  firearms  in  the  state  ot  Indiana,  and  is  an  inveterate 
collector  of  ctirios,  having  at  one  time  a  collection  of  about  t\vent>  thousand 
pieces  of  Indian  relics,  hut  these  he  disposed  of.  He  has  a  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  .\inerican  and  foreign  coins,  probably  coni|)risiiig  two  thousand 
specimens.  He  also  has  many  minerals,  fossils,  shells  and  other  natural  rnri- 
osities,  all  of  which  would  make  an  interesiing  nmseiim  collection.  He  has 
generously  offercti  to  loan  these  collections  to  a  public  nmseuin  at  Waterloo 
if  the  citizens  will  provide  a  safe  place  for  their  care  and  protection.  Mr. 
Gruhlke  has  a  shop  where  he  carries  on  his  work  as  an  in\  entor  and  designer 
and  is  an  interesting  man  to  talk  to,  for  he  has  an  intelligent  comprehension 
f>f  nurhanics  in  all  the  details  ami  is  well  posted  on  the  current  events  of 
the  day. 

In  1879  Mr.  Gruhlke  married  Almira  Wheder,  who  was  bom  and  reared 
in  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Seth  and  Mary  Wheeler,  and  she  was  living  at 
Xornood.  Xe^v  York,  when  she  and  Mr.  Gruhlke  w  ere  married. 

Mr.  Gruhlke  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  local  jinhlii  afTairs  and  served 
three  years  as  a  member  of  the  W  aterloo  school  board,  being  treasurer  of  the 
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I>oar<l  the  first  year  anf!  presi<lent  during  the  last  ytar.  Fratehially  he  belongs 
to  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Order  of  the  F.astern  Star.  In  ^^593  Mr.  Gruhlke  started  the  inibiHation  of 
a  monthly  magazine  called  the  American  Archeoloyist,  which  attained  a  wide 
circulation  among  the  scientists  and  archeotogists.  However,  after  he  went 
into  the  manufacturing  business  his  interests  demanded  his  time  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  was  c«>ni|)ened  to  give  up  the  pul)licatii)n  of  the  magazine, 
wliich  he  sold  to  Professor  W  arren  K.  Moorhead.  of  Andover  (.'oHee^r.  the 
man  who  had  charge  of  the  government  exhibit  at  the  Columbian  World's 
Fair  at  Chicago,  and  one  of  the  best  posted  men  in  his  line  in  the  country. 
The  magazine  was  afterwards  meiged  with  Popular  Science,  published  in 
New  York  city.  Mr.  Gruhlke  possesses  business  ability  of  a  high  order,  as  is 
enifil'a^i'cil  liv  his  business  enterprises,  ainl  amoni;  his  associates  his  advice 
and  jnclijnioiit  arc  >aliu'(l  highly.  Personally  he  is  a  man  of  fim-  <pialities  of 
character,  genial  and  unassuming,  and  he  has  won  a  host  of  warm  |H.Tiional 
friends  in  this  cotnmunity.  where  he  has  s|)ent  so  many  of  his  active  years. 

In  1913  he  ivorganized  the  Waterloo  Cigar  Comixiny.  taking  in  his 
former  foreman,  Frank  A.  Stevens,  as  ;i  partner,  and  they  are  now  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  and  cigar  hunch  making  machines. 


ROBERT  W.  CROOKS. 

The  rec«*rd  of  Mr.  Lruuks  is  that  of  a  man  who  by  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts worked  his  way  from  a  niotlest  Iwginning  m  a  pitsition  t>(  comparative 
aAhience  and  influence  in  the  business  world.  His  life  has  l)een  one  of  un- 
ceasing imiustry  ami  perseverance  and  the  honorable  methods  which  Ik-  fol- 
lowed while  actively  engagetl  in  l)n^iness  won  for  him  tlie  unbounded  confi- 
dence nf  hi-  felh'W  citizens  of  \\  at«  r1f>n 

Ri  ltcri  \\  .  C  rooks  was  born  on  lJecemi)er  9,  1X30.  in  rrunilmll  county. 
Ohio,  and  is  the  sun  of  William  and  Jane  (Norris)  Crooks.  William  Crooks 
was  bom  probably  in  Scotland  and  his  parents  lived  in  Glasgow.  He  came  to 
this  coimtry  in  childhood  and  was  reared  to  manhood  probaMy  in  Cumberland 
county.  Pennsylvania,  whcr.-  lu-  married  Jane  Norris.  Iler  father.  Inmes 
Norris.  was  a  native  of  Irekuul.  William  and  jane  (■r<"il>  ninvtd  \..,  Tnim- 
bul!  r(»mnv.  Oliin.  beinij  the  fir>l  family  t»>  1ora!e  in  what  afterwa^<l^  'iKfcame 
the  r  aiir.x  It  To  them  were  lK>rn  eleven  children,  of  whom  five  became 
residents  oi  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  two  of  them,  William  and  Matthew, 
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coming  here  in  April,  1836,  and  locating  on  the  St.  Joe  river,  three  mtlefl  be- 
low Newville  They  had  come  by  way  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  with  i  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Hull  ahd  several  other  fainilicSt  and  for  about  fourteen  miles  of  the 
distance  they  had  tf>  literally  cut  their  way  thrfin<:h  the  woods.  They  entered 
land  first  three  miles  l>elow  Newville.  In  Septtniiu  r.  iS^d,  their  mother  came 
here  with  two  other  sons,  Robert  M.  and  Th«)ma>.  1  lie  iaiier  w;is  married 
to  Eliza  Davis,  A  year  and  a  half  later  the  widow  and  her  two  swins  just 
named  returned  to  OHiio.  locating  about  ten  miles  west  of  Cleveland.  Robert 
M„  at  the  early  n^e  of  nine  years,  went  o?)  the  lake  and  for  aliout  thirteen 
years  he  trrn  ckd  ilv-ut  n  <^vv:\{  ileal.  lahr  rinij  in  various  ca|wirities  on  the  lake 
and  canal,  and  then  in  i>^5<i  canu  it>  Di  Kalb  county  and  made  his  |)ermanent 
home  here.  He  bought  a  iarni  uii  C  edar  creek,  one  and  one-half  miles  south 
of  Waterloo,  where  he  lived  until  about  1896,  when  he  moved  into  the  town 
of  Waterloo,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  ownet!  at  one  time  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  but  sold  forty  acres  of  that,  which  hjis  since 
been  bought  by  his  son.  In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Cnx  ks  and  John  Lightner 
enf,'aired  in  the  furniture  business  tn  Waterloo.  About  a  year  later  Mr.  Light- 
ner  sold  his  interest  to  Mr  r>(Mik<  rtnd  went  to  C'alifornia.  Mr.  (T"ok»;  con- 
tinuing the  business  alone  until  unm,  when  his  {(randi-on.  D.  E.  Newcomer, 
came  into  the  business  as  a  partner  In  March,  1903,  the  store  was  burned, 
but  a  new  btiilding  was  immediately  erected  and  business  resumed.  In  kjoQ 
Mr.  Cnv)ks  sold  his  reniaininij  inter*. st  in  the  business  to  his  son-in-law, 
Christian  X'ewconu-r,  and  finally  retire<l  from  busiue^.s  residing  now  at  his 
comfortable  home  at  Auburn,  where  hr  iiit(,\H  the  quiet  and  rest  which  his 
Strenuous  years  of  activity  sr>  richly  entule  inin  to. 

In  1852  Robert  M.  C  rooks  married  Mary  A.  liurtlick.  ulio  was  born  m 
Onondaga  county,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Samud  and  Nancy  (Spencer) 
Burdick.  They  moved  to  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  aliout  1833,  where  Mary 
A.  Burdick  lived  until  her  marriage.  Her  mother  died  at  Waterloo  and  was 
taken  back  by  Mr.  Crooks  and  buried  at  her  foriTii  r  Olii.  i  lioriie.  Thirteen 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crooks,  namely:  .Martlia.  the  wife  of 
Christian  Newcomer,  of  Waterloo;  Mamie,  the  wife  of  1  ranklin  H.  i  retz. 
wdl  known  citizen  of  Auburn,  but  finally  moved  to  Rochester,  where  ^  died : 
Hattie  is  the  wife  of  George  Crowell,  of  Wilmington  township,  this  county ; 
Mary  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Philip  Seiberts,  of  Atibuin;  Lucy  is  the  wife  of 
John  Carper,  who  lives  a  half  mile  ea^t  (  f  ^^^•lterlo^^;  Ku<lora  is  the  wife  of 
Isaac  McDaniel  and  lives  in  \\'i!mint;t(  in  t(  tlii<  cmintx  :  I^'inra  Relle  is 

the  wife  of  Henry  Gingerich,  of  Waterloo;  Kol^rt  \\  ilson,  who  is  engaged 
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m  the  restaurant  business  at  Akron,  Ohio,  nuirrie<I  Annie  Honshalter;  Fred- 
erick, who  lives  on  a  fnrm  al>out  tliree  miles  south  of  Garrett,  this  cottntv, 
married  Dora  Stafford,  and  they  haw  three  children,  two  boys  and  a  j^'irl ; 
Victor,  who  lives  on  a  part  of  his  father's  farm  and  owns  forty  acres  on  the 
south  edge  of  Grant  township^  married  Henrietta  Haynes  and  they  have  four 
children,  two  boys  and  two  girls;  Delbert,  who  is  on  a  part  of  his  father's 
farm  south  of  Waterloo,  married  Mau4e  Sonl^t  and  they  have  two  sons: 
James  Burdick  is  a  railroad  man  and  lives  in  Waterloo;  he  married  Blanche 
Morffan  and  they  have  two  'ion*;  Clvdi'  died  at  the  ap;e  of  thirteen  years. 
The  mother  of  these  children  (hed  in  iSd.;,  and  in  i8^>6  Mr.  Crooks  married 
Mrs.  Queen  C.  (Atkinson)  Crooks,  tiie  widow  of  the  suhject's  deceased 
brother,  William  Crooks.  She  died  in  September,  1900,  and  on  June  8, 
1902,  Mr.  Crooks  married  Mrs.  Ellen  (Hammond)  Denison.  who  was  bom 
in  Ohio.  an<l  came  here  in  infancy  with  lier  jtarcnts,  Daniel  and  Sophia 
(Wolfe)  Hammond.  They  came  from  Columbiana  county,  <')hio,  settling  in 
r-Vankliii  tow  nship.  th\<  Cf  .ttntv,  hiU  later  nin\  ed  to  Ki><;rin';k"  county,  Indiana, 
where  liicy  lived  until  the  lather's  death,  and  ihe  mother  s|jciu  her  last  years 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Crooks.  Mrs.  Crooks  \va.s  hut  a  child  of  si.\  year.«« 
when  her  father  died  and  the  mother  being  left  with  a  Urge  family  of  small 
children,  she  was  reared  by  strangers  in  Kosciusko  county.  In  1867  she 
became  the  wife  of  George  \\'ashington  Frick,  of  Grant  t<  >\v  nship,  this  county, 
who  was  horn  'm  Stark  ronntv,  Ohio,  on  April  the  <on  of  George 

and  Mli/..al>eth  i  llaiold)  l-rick.  When  he  was  ahout  eitjht  vear^  old  the 
family  setlletl  ai>out  two  miles  east  of  W.iterloo,  thi>-  county,  wiiere  the  father 
bad  entered  a  tract  of  government  land  and  there  they  made  their  permanent 
home.  George  Washington  Frick  was  one  of  seven  children  and  lived  on  the 
home  place  until  bis  marriage  in  18^7,  At  that  time  he  owned  forty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  traded  in  on  an  eighty-acre  tract,  giving  five  hnndretl  dollars 
cash  to  balance  the  trade  and  Intrr  hottaht  tnrtil\-  t\\o  atid  one-half  acres 
more.  Mr.  and  Mr*-  I'rii  k  w  rrc  t!ie  parents  ot  five  cliihh  tn.  namelvr  Rosa 
Jane,  horn  on  .\pril  uj,  i(S<>8.  is  the  wife  of  Riley  Moore  and  lives  on  a  iarni 
in  Franklin  township,  this  county  ;  Charles  Herbert,  born  September  24. 
1869,  lives  on  the  home  place  two  miles  southeast  of  \VaterlrK>:  Lncy  Bell  be- 
came the  wife  of  Joseph  M.  tr,  nf  Harrett.  this  county:  .\della  May,  bom 
Julv  6.  1875,  is  the  wife  of  William  Powell,  and  lives  in  Wilmington  town- 
ship, near  Hutler ;  Karl  W.  lives  on  the  home  place,  tieorge  Washington 
i  Vick  died  on  .April  12,  i8<^i.  in  the  fifty-fovirth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  an 
industrious  man  of  regular  and  steady  habits  and  enjoyeil  to  a  notahle  de- 
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gree  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  and  his  wife  both  belonged  to  the 

Methodist  Episcojial  cinirch.  After  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Frick  lived  on 
the  farm  until  lu  r  inarria^t-  to  Mr.  Crooks,  whose  farm  was  se|)arated  from 
hers  by  a  nmdwiiy  and  they  ha<l  loni,'  In-en  acquainte'l  i>ri<ir  to  their  marriaq't'. 

Mr.  Crooks  has  for  many  years  been  actively  interested  in  the  success  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives  and  has  iK-en  a  potential  factor  in  its  advance- 
ment and  improvement.  He  was  township  truittee  of  Union  townsliip  for 
fourteen  years  and  as  ditch  viewer  he  and  the  sinrveyor  laid  oitt  over  two 
thousand  miles  of  ditch,  mostly  in  DeKalb  county,  which  contributed  {jr^'J^tly 
the  improvement  of  the  ci*unt\,  in>t  nnlv  mafirially.  but  in  the  advance- 
TiK'iit  (tf  health  rf)ndi)i*^ms  anti  llie  alH»li>liinrnl  <•(  malaria.  Kratentallv.  Mr. 
Crooks  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  the  only  surviving  charter  member  of  the  subor- 
dinate lodge  of  the  latter  order  at  Waterloo.  He  was  nlm  an  active  member 
of  the  Granisje  when  it  was  in  existence  here.  Mr.  Crooks'  high  personal 
qualities  have  jjained  for  him  a  wif!<  ariiuaintance  throujjhout  the  county, 
amort;;  which  are  many  and  loyal  frimd'-  Qn'u-l  and  nna-'^inninj;  in  his  dis- 
pnsitiiJii,  Ik-  is  at  the  satne  time  f;enial  and  companionable  and  is  a  welcome 
nietni>er  of  any  circle  which  he  chooses  to  enter. 


SOLO.MO.N  B.\K.\KV. 

One  of  the  influential  citizens  of  St.  joe.  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  is; 

tlie  gentleman  to  whose  career  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  now  directed, 
who  is  ranked  with  the  citv'-;  Ic.idinjj  mcrcbaiifs  and  rliixrti';.  \  maTi  ot' 
t'M'envnt  endowment^  and  upriyiit  cliaracur  hr  Ijas  i)e<'n  a  \ahu<l  tail')!  ni 
liK'al  affairs  and  lias  ever  c<^immatulnl  iine«pMvucal  conlidence  and  esteem, 
t  eing  loyal  to  the  upbuilding  of  his  commimity  and  ever  vigilant  in  his; 
elTorts  to  further  the  interests  of  his  city  along  material,  moral  and  civic 
lines. 

Snlonvni  l^aviier  \\  as  h'>rn  at  SpencervTlle.  Concord  tDwn^hip.  DeKalb- 
couiuv,  Itubana.  on  September  22.  1^4.^,  and  is  the  son  ot  iieorge  W.  and 
Jane  (Bralton)  Barney,  natives  respectively  of  Xew  York  and  Tennsylvania. 
George  W.  Barney  was  bom  October  13,  1815.  at  Wellslmro.  Essex  county. 
Xew  York,  and  later  accompanied  his  father  on  his  removal  to  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  built  and  operated  an  iron  foundry.  W  hen  Ceorge 
Barney  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  his  father  died  and  he  soon  afterward  went 
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lo  Canada,  where  he  made  his  hom^  with  an  older  brother  until  1838.  In 

tho  latter  year  he  came  to  DcKalb  county  and  assisted  in  building  the  dam 
and  mili  at  Orangcville.  In  1840  he  moved  to  Si)encerville  and  entered  the 
employ  of  R.  J.  Dawson  as  manager  of  the  latter's  mill,  store  and  larm.  In 
1861  Mr.  Barney  was  elected  treasurer  of  DcKalb  county,  serving  acceptably 
Cor  four  years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  basiness  at  Spencerville, 
where  he  remained  until  1879,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  life,  his 
death  occurring  on  August  6,  i^7-  He  was  a  nun  of  influence  and  prom- 
inence in  his  conimnnity  and  served  as  justice  cf  the  peace  for  twenty  years, 
to  the  entire  saiislaclion  ot  Ins  lellow  citizens  ( )ii  Mav  jK,  1840,  he  married 
Jane  liratlon,  and  to  tbcni  were  Ixjrn  seven  cluldreii,  iiaiuely  :  Lucius,  John. 
Solomonj  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mary»  Marquis  and  George,  all  deceased 
excepting,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  Benjamin  Franklin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  hi>  edmati  11  in  tlie  oninion  scluxds 
of  his  native  township,  completing  his  stmiies  in  the  Aulnirn  high  scho«>I. 
and  then  took  a  course  of  training  iu  tlie  l'3astinan  lousiness  College  at  I'  l  o^h- 
keepsie.  New  York.  In  ii4(*6  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Spencerville,  wh6re  he  remained  until  1878.  and  in  1882  he  located  in  St. 
Joe,  where  he  lias  since  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  most  pronounced  success.  He  .amis  the  (MToperty  in  which  his  store 
is  located  and  also  a  very  desirable  residence  properly  in  St.  Joe.  and  in 
evcrvthinc  with  which  he  has  been  c<»nnertefl  In-  has  met  with  well  deserved 
success,  liegiiiiung  in  a  small  way,  his  busines>  gradually  grew  until  tiulay  he 
is  one  of  tlie  most  enterprising  and  prominent  business  men  of  his  section  of 
the  county,  his  success  being  in  a  large  {mrt  due  to  his  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness, his  courteous  treatment  of  his  custontei's  and  his  high  personal  character. 

On  March  1X70.  Mr  I'.arnev  was  united  in  marriage  with  Cordelia 
( iibford.  whose  dcalh  oeeurred  011  December  \f .  r*)';!.  To  tliem  were  burn 
two  cliildren  :  ( ieorge  M.,  liorn  Jatniary  H;.  1H71.  who  was  married  on  Octo- 
ber 11.  iiSyj,  to  Dell  Turrittin,  and  they  have  one  child.  I'auline;  V  iolet  M.. 
born  February  28.  1877.  married  a  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tiifin,  Ohio,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  children :  J<i$»cphine,  Ethel  Belle  and  Koliert  V. 

Politically.  Mr.  Rarney  has  been  a  lifelong  OenuKrat  and  has  taken  an 
active  ati<l  iiiti'1H;::ent  part  in  political  atTairs  es[iecially  pertaining  to  local 
elections.  K'cl ii:iui!sly.  he  is  a  iiieiiilier  of  the  Metlioilist  l*r<itesiant  chureh. 
while  frateriiaiiy  he  beUuigs  to  the  Knights  of  rythias  and  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In  the  last  named  order  he  has  been  especially 
prominent  and  for  fifteen  years  has  rendered  ef!icient  service  as  district 
deputy  grand  master.  The  subject's  career  has  been  an  honorable  one.  his 
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retaticm  with  his  Idiow  men  having  ever  been  above  reproach  and  bis  good 

name  beyond  criticism.  As  already  indicated,  he  wears  the  proud  American 
title  of  self-made  man  and.  being  in  the  most  lilieral  sense  of  the  term  the 
architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  he  may  wel!  feel  a  sense  of  i^ridc  in  his  aciiicve- 
ments  and  the  honorable  position  to  which  he  has  attained  among  the  eater- 
priBing  and  successful  citirens  of  the  county  in  which  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed. 


ROMAhN  C.  CAMPBELL. 

The  record  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  a  vfho,  by  his 
orni  unaided  efforts,  has  worked  his  way  from  a  modest  l)teginning  to  a 

position  of  influence  and  stati<lint;  in  hi.--  community.  His  life  has  been  one 
of  unceasing  industry  and  |)ersf\ crancc.  and  tlic  systematic  and  honorable 
methods  he  has  followed  have  won  him  the  unlx>unded  conhdence  of  his 
fdlow  citizens  of  DcKalb  county,  whose  intetvsts  he  has  ever  hiid  at  heart 
and  which  he  has  always  labored  to  promote. 

Romain  C.  Oimpbell  was  horn  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  on  October 
12.  1872,  and  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Adchiidc  f  Jiulwin  )  Cainjihcll,  bolh  of 
whom  were  nati\  es  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  si.x  chil- 
dren, namely:  Irene  M.,  Mervale  F.,  Orla  L,  Romain  C,  Emiin  V.  and 
Charles  W.  After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children  the  father  mar- 
ried again,  and  by  the  second  union  there  was  one  child  bom.  Florence  E. 
John  A.  Campbell  was  an  insurance  man  during  practically  all  of  his  active 
life  and  came  to  OeKalh  county  in  r840,  settling  first  at  Norristown,  later 
called  Jarvi?  and  fmall)  named  Rutler. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  m  the  public  schools 
at  Butler,  after  whidi  he  attended  the  Tri-State  Normal  School  at  Angola. 
Indiana.  Puring  the  following  ten  or  twelve  years  he  was  assodated  with 
his  father  in  the  insurance  business,  and  after  the  latter's  death  he  was  for 
two  vears  in  this  line  of  business  on  his  own  account  He  then  Iterame 
assistant  cashier  of  the  l  irst  Xational  Rank,  where  he  remained  for  sixty 
days,  after  which  for  two  and  oiu-halt  years  lie  was  employed  in  a  like 
capacity  in  Knisely  Brothers  &  Coni|xin\  State  Bank.  He  then  resigned  this 
position  and  took  up  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Caniplx;ll  &  Creager.  This  firm  was  very  successful  in  the  handling 
of  real  estate  deals,  heinp;  intcroled  in  farm  lands  and  liiv  property,  and 
sc^e  qf  tlie  largest  transactions  of  tlie  kind  in  this  locality  were  handled 
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through  their  tgency.    This  .lirqi  is  now,  dissolved  and  Mr.  CsqipbeU  is 

jbaitcliing  real  estate  ami  insurance. 

In  i(S*>8  Mr.  r.-impbell  married  Mattic  Hamilton,  the  Hauejiiter  o*"  W'iU- 
iam  aiul  Emma  (  Clark)  ilainilton.  and  to  this  union  was  Ix^m  one  child*. 
Vera  G.    In  1909  Mr.  Campbell  married  Maude  Crauiu.  the  daugiiter 
James  and  Jane  (Casbeer)  Craum.  and  to  this  union  was  born  a  son.  John  A. 

I'dliticalty  Mr.  Campbell  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  aligned 
with  the  i'rojjressive  i)arty.  He  served  several  years  as  city  treasurer  and 
a!*-!!  a*;  city  clerk,  giving  entire  satisfaction  in  these  positions  and  increasing 
his  prestige  among  his  fellow  citizens.  I'raternally  he  is  a  member  and  trus- 
tee of  Lodge  No.  158.  Knights  of  Pythias,  while  religiously' lie  is  a  nwmber 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  A  public-spirited  citizen,  his  influence  is 
always  fdt  in  local  elections  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  man  thoroughly  in 
sympathy  with  any  movement  looking  to  the  betterment  or  advancement  in 
any  wav  of  his  rommnnitv.  where  he  has  ahvays  hen  regarded  a«;  n  man  of 
sterling"  hfinestv  and  win  tli  and  wnrthv  '»f  the  ntnioiit  ronfidemc  and  re^-|)ecl. 
which  his  fellow  citizens  are  tree  to  accord,  owing  to  his  ujinghl  and  indus- 
trious life. 


JOHN  HEBEl-. 

in  the  laboriotis  struggle  for  an  honorable  competence  ami  a  solid  career 
on  the  part  of  a  business  or  professional  man  there  is  little  to  attract  the 
casual  reader  in  search  of  a  sensational  chapter:  but  to  a  mind  thoroughly 
awake  to  the  reality  and  meaning  of  human  exi<^ience  there  are  noble  and 

imperishable  lessons  in  the  career  of  an  individual  who  without  other  means 
than  a  clear  head,  strong  nrm  rnifl  trite  lionrt,  direrled  and  e«<iuiollcd  l)y  cor- 
rect principles  aiul  unei  ring  judgment,  conquers  ath  ersity  and  hnally  wins, 
not  only  pecuniary  inde|)endence,  but,  what  is  far  greater  and  higher,  the  de- 
served respect  and  cf^nfidenre  of  those  with  wh(»m  his  active  years  have  been 
spent. 

John  Hebe!  was  born  at  Tarcntum.  Pennsylvania,  on  Octol>er  i.  1862. 
iuid  is  descended  from  rugge<l  old  (iermau  stork,  his  parents.  j«ihn  and  Mary 
K.  (Meiser)  Ileliel,  having  been  natives  of  Hessen-Cassel.  (iermanv.  The 
family  came  to  Auburn.  Indiana,  in  iHf^.  the  father  dyui^  here  a  few  years 
later.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  i3ommon 
schools  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  and  his  brother,  Michael,  engaged 
in  business  on  a  small  scale,  selling  confectionery  and  cigars  in  a  store  room  at 
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the  oomer  Qf,3«veii£ibiuiid  Jdaiastretfs.  .<Two  years  later  they  werafnaUod  Jto 
«rect  a  business  block  at  the  conier  of  Seventh  and  Main  strets,  part  of  .  which 

they  rented  and  in  the  other  part  installed  a. stock  <)f  g^occrit'^.  Thrmi^di  the 
.  exercise  of  businr^-'-  i'ld^mK-nt  and  sound  !ni*;iness  principles  and  nictliods  the 
businetis  grew  rapuii)  an<l  the  iirothers  enlarged  their  stock,  adding  oUicr  lines 
of  inencbandise,  and  three. years  later  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  thcic^tpre 
rqp9i.  .  Hiey  have  buik  up  a  large  and  remunerative  tra<le  thiiofighout  the 
<|ttrxounding  country  and.  their  present  store  occupies  a  space  of  ^orty.-f our.  by 
sixty-six  feet  witli  Ixisenient  under  all,  besides  ware  rooms,  on  the  second 
floor.  They  carry  a  full  line  c>f  --tapK*  tjroceries.  a  good  variety  of  queens- 
ware,  and  a  coniplcfelv  storked  nu  at  niarki  i,  iind  the  sti>re  is  numbered. ^niung 
the  kading  conte^n^  of  the  kind  in  Auburn. 

John  Hebel  has  for  man\  >  cars  taken  a  prominent  and  active  part  in  the 
public  affairs  of  Auburn,  having  served  as  treasurer  of  the  city  during  the 
later  nineties,  and  alst)  rendered  effii  ictu  st-rv  ice  for  several  terms  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  CTtv  scliool  hoard.  Duriuj^  tlu-  past  dozt-n  or  more  years,  he  has 
served  as  treasurer  of  tltc  I'anners  Miitn.-il  lii>iiranre  (  "onipatn .  In  iht*  fall 
of  1912  Mr.  Ilebel  was  elected  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  assuming  the  duties 
of  this  oifke  on  December  first-  following',  and  his  adminutratton  of  the 
duties  of  this  respcmstble  position  have  been  marked  by  pnmi(itness,  efficiency 
and  courtesy  to  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  the  office. 

l*oIitica11y,  Mr.  HiIk-I  is  a  Democrat,  standing  promiiientl\  in  the  coun- 
sels of  his  party,  whilt-  lii^  fratcrn;d  nieiTfier'^liip  i*;  wilh  the  IjuU'iK'ndtfut 
Order  of  Odd  Kcllows,  in  the  loc.d  l«Klge  ot  which  he  lias  |Ki>sed  tlie  chairs. 

In  h'eiiruary.  1886.  John  Ilcbcl  was  married  to  \\  inifrcde  tX  Richmond, 
a  native  of  Stafford  toivnship,  this  connty.  and  the  daughter  of  William  ami 
Maria  D.  (Alien)  Richmond.  Mr.  Richmond  was  for  many  years  prominent 
in  the  civil  life  of  DeKalb  county,  and  at  one  time  served  on  the  hoard  of 
county  commissioners.  Through  her  mother  Mrs.  Hebel  is  descen(!e<l  from 
the  Allen  fainih  ,  <  !'  wiiicli  I'than  Allen  was  11  noted  UK-mher  Tf>  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Hi  IkI  iiavf  l>cen  born  luo  ihildrcn,  J.  William,  born  in  Aprd.  1891,  and 
Irene  Khzjiljeth.  J.  VV'illiam  graduated  from  the  State  University  at  Bloom- 
ington,  Indiana,  in  1911.  to  which  institution  he  later  returned  for  post> 
graduate  work,  taking  the  Master's  degree,  majoring  in  English.  He  is  now 
a  student  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca.  New  Y<)rk.  and  received  the  fellow- 
ship in  1913,  a  much  cr>vetcd  honor.  He  is  pursuint;  the  course  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  following  the  profession  of  teaching  in  college  In  u)i  i  he  went 
to  Euroiie  with  Professor  Fred  Smith,  of  Bloomingt«>n.  traveling  extensively 
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over  Scotland,  Germany,  France  and  Italy,  and  attending  college  at  Jena,  in 
Germany.  Irene  Elizabeth  is  a  student  in  the  public  schools  at  Auliuni  Be- 
sides these  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  HeJjc-l  have  l<jst  a  httle  dauglU£r,  Hilda, 
who  died  of  diplithena,  when  two  and  onc-uail  years  old* 

Mr.  Hebd  u  regnrded  as  a  good  busiittss  man  and  an  excelknt  nMnager, 
possessing  sound  judgment,  keen  foresight  and  who  believes  in  pressii^f  for- 
ward, keeping  the  whcds  of  the  car  of  civilization  ever  moving  up  the  steeps. 
Ik'  enjoy.s  the  respect  nnd  esteem  of  those  who  know  him  for  his  friendly 
manner,  bi\sim-ss  altiluy,  his  interest  in  public  affairs  and  upright  living,  and 
is  regarded  by  all  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  worthy  citizens  of  DeKalb 
county. 


Ampng  the  citizcn>  of  Grant  township,  DeKa|b  county,  Indira,  vvlu> 
have  built  up  comfortable  homes  and  surrounded  .themselves  with  9^  fjlir 
amount  of  landed  and  personal  property,  few  have  attained  a  hi^wr  fleffree 

of  success  than  the  subject  of  this  review.  With  few  opportunities  except 
what  hi.s  own  efforts  were  capable  of  mastering  and  with  sonic  obstacles  to 
overcome,  ho  has  made  a  success  of  life,  and  in  his  dcchniiig  years  has  the 
graiilic^ition  oi  km/wing  that  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided  iias  been 
beneHted  by  his  residence  therein. 

Sheldon  Crooks,  a'  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  Waterloo,  Indiana,  was 
horn  one  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Waterhx>  on  June  7.  1848*  and  is  a 
wn  of  Matthew  and  Nancy  ( Ikyan)  Crooks,  the  former  of  whom  was  !>orn 
April  10.  iKf6,  and  died  October  31,  1900.  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty-five 
year.s,  and  the  Litter  iHtni  in  I'airlieUl  county,  Ohio,  on  April  3.  1H21,  and 
died  .April  jo,  1884.  Matthew  Crooks,  with  a  i)rother.  came  to  UeKalb 
county  in  1833  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  was  here  seized  with  ague  90 
that  he  was  compelled  to  return  home  for  a  perkxl.  In  1836  he  zgiia  came 
here,  this  time  being  favored  with  good  health  and  he  grew  to  be  a  strong, 
hearty  man.  Their  first  work  here  was  clearing  the  land  of  the  dense  timhcr 
which  covered  it,  and  at  that  time  wolves  and  other  wild  animals  as  well  as 
the  no  less  sa\age  wild  men  were  miiiierons,  h'or  a  pari  ut  the  time  dur- 
ing these  first  years  .VI  r.  Crooks  was  einployetl  in  railroad  work.  Hi$  f)!**"- 
riagc  to  Nancy  Bryan  occurred  in  1844,  she  being  a  daughter  of  William 
Bryan  and  had  come  here  with  her  parents,  who  located  between  the  present 
towns  of  Waterloo  and  Butler  on  the  Morningstar  farm.  Mr.  Crooks  farmed 
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lor  some  time,  being  compdled  to  do  without  many  of  the  present  con- 
veniences, using  ox  teams  and  rude  implements  of  early  times,  all  of  which 

entailed  an  immense  amount  of  hard  labor.  In  1847  he  bought  eighty  acres 
(»f  land  of  \\  esley  Park,  of  Aufjiirn,  the  farm  being  located  a  half  mik-  west 
of  the  place  where  he  was  then  workiiij;  m  what  is  now  Grant  township. 
There  lie  built  a  cabin  and  a  double  iiig  iKirn  in  the  wilderness  and  persisted 
in  his  farming  operations  until  at  length  success  crowned  his  efforts.  He 
became  the  father  of  twelve  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy: 
Locinda  died  in  1865,  aged  nine  years;  Harriett  died  in  187 1  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years;  Mrs.  Amanda  Reed  died  October  19,  1893,  being  the  widow  of 
Stephen  Ret'd,  \\\v>  diid  March  14,  1S93,  and  she  left  a  son,  Carl  Reed,  then 
about  three  years  uld;  .'Vlice  died  in  1904,  and  was  the  wife  of  Thomas  Ccx>l, 
of  South  Bend;  Marinda  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  McCush,  ot  Litchticld, 
Nebraska;  Sheldon,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  order  of  birth:  Rob- 
ert A.  lives  in  Auburn  and  is  a  retired  farmer ;  Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Jdtm 
Hefty,  who  lives  south  of  Butler  in  Wilmington  township;  George  W.  is  an 
atttorney  at  Waterloo,  this  county. 

Sheldon  Crooks  lived  on  Ins  father's  farm  until  he  was  alKmt  twenty- 
two  years  old  and  then  worked  a  year  for  his  uncle,  Robert  i\ .  Crooks.  In 
1872  he  obtained  railroad  employment,  in  which  he  was  engaged  for  eight 
years.  In  1877  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  section  14.  (irant 
township,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  when,  three  years  later,  he  quit 
railroad  work.  This  land  was  only  partly  cleared,  but  was  of  good  ({uality 
and  he  houglit  it  for  onh  twentv-fivc  dollars  per  acre,  niakinc^  of  it  a  fine 
farm  nn  whicli  lu-  raisul  excellent  crops.  In  November,  if>04,  he  Ixnight 
forty  acres  adjoining,  also  i>aying  iwcnty-hve  dollars  per  acre  for  this,  and 
he  transformed  an  unsightly  cranberry  marsh  into  another  fine  tract  of  land. 
To  the  cultivation  of  this  farm  he  devoted  his  attention  with  splendid  success, 
so  that  in  1910  he  was  enabled  to  retire  from  active  labor  and  now  resides 
in  a  pleasant  .md  attractive  home  at  Waterloo. 

In  May.  1874,  Mr.  Crooks  married  Samantha  Uaughman,  who  was  born 
in  section  23,  ITnion  town«5hip,  this  county,  the  daui^htcr  of  John  and  .\ancy 
(Slentz)  Baughman.  These  parents  came  from  f^ninsylvania  in  1844  and 
located  on  the  farm  where  Mrs.  Crooks  was  bom.  and  here  reared  the  follow- 
ing children:  Addison,  of  Auburn;  Eliza,  the  wife  of  David  Miser,  is  de- 
ceased; Nancy,  who  also  is  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Oiler;  Isaiah, 
deceased ;  Washington,  deceased ;  Samantha,  the  wife  of  Mr  Crooks ;  Ermina, 
(35) 
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deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Smith ;  Matilda,  the  widow  of  James 

Sibert,  now  deceased,  lives  in  Auburn.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
whilo  Mr^  Crooks  was  a  tittU-  ^'irl,  and  the  father  afterwards  marrietl  Eliza- 
beth Weeks,  by  winch  union  there  were  l>nrn  four  children,  nanielv  :  John 
I'ranklin.  of  Aulmrii ;  KloUi  is  tlic  wife  oi  jahn  I'leniing,  who  hvcs  in  the 
north  part  of  Union  township;  Ida,  the  wife  of  Judson  Miller,  of  Auburn,  and 
Carrie,  the  wife  of  Delbert  McBride,  of  Wilmington  township,  this  county. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  on  October  3,  1884.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cr(M>k,s  were  bom  six  children,  namely:  (  ora  is  the  wife  of  John  Oiler,  of 
Wilmintfton  f'nvnsliip  They  adopted  \;,^:atia  Luce,  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Oiler's  dece.ise<l  sister,  Mrs.  Alta  May  (Crooks)  Luce;  Alta  was  the  wife 
of  Ell  ward  Luce,  and  her  death  occurred  on  February  10.  191 2,  leaving 
four  children.  Howard.  Vida  Allene.  Agatha  Lucile  and  Lester  Sheldon: 
Howard  lives  with  his  father  in  Waterloo ;  Vida  lives  with  the  grandfather, 
Mr.  Crooks;  Agatha  was  adopted  by  Mrs.  Cora  Oiler  and  Sheldon  was  adop- 
ted by  Charles  Hatter  and  wife,  of  Aid>urn :  Minnie  Cro<4cs  became  the  wife 
of  Jay  Kaub,  of  .Xuhurn :  Olive  is  the  wife  of  I'lmer  Pontius,  a  railway  mail 
clerk  who  lives  in  WaterloD,  and  iliey  have  two  children,  Mahel  ;ukI  Clayton; 
Ora  A.  lives  on  the  father's  farm  in  Grant  township,  and  married  Dora  Leaky, 
by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Margaret  and  Patrick ;  Vera  Irene,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  Waterloo  high  school  in  1913,  married  J.  Lautzenheiser.  and 
lives  in  Union  township; 

Mr.  Crooks  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Onler  of  0<ld  Felhnvs.  and 
has  passed  thmuph  all  the  chairs  of  the  subordinate  lo<lge.  while  in  i(k>3  he 
was  a  meml^r  of  ilic  grand  iodj^e  oi  the  ?.tale.  He  takes  a  deep  uitcrest  in 
the  workings  of  the  order  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  among  his  fellow  mem- 
bers. He  is  a  roan  of  alnlity,  stitrdy  hitegrity  and  usefulness  and  as  a  citizen 
representative  of  the  utmost  loyalty,  he  merits  the  respect  of  his  fellow  men 
and  his  life  record  is  deserving  of  a  place  in  this  pubticaticm. 


REUBEN'  LOCKWOOD. 

I'\n\  men  of  DcKnlb  county  were  as  widely  and  favora'  h  kn  nvn  as 
the  iaie  Keuhen  Lockw<KKl.  of  Auburn,  Indiana.  He  was  one  oi  the  strong 
and  inllucntial  citizens  "whose  lives  have  become  an  essential  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  for  years  his  name  was  synonymous 
with  all  that  constituted  honorable  and  upright  nunhood.   Tireless  energ>'. 
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keen  perception  autl  honesty  of  purpose,  cotnliitied  witli  everyday  cormiion 
sense,  were  among  his  chief  characteristics  and.  while  advancing  individual 
success,  he  also  largely  promoted  the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  his 

community. 

Kciihcii  Lockw  ood,  w  ho  fur  manv  years  \va<;  an  honored  rc>i(lfn1  of 
DeKalb  coiuuy.  was  born  in  jacksun  township,  this  countv.  on  fanvi.'uy  20. 
1841,  and  died  at  his  home  at  Aulnim  on  March  30,  lyi^.  lie  was  a  son  of 
Alonzo  and  Rosamond  (Phelps)  Loctcwood,  who  were  numbered  among  the 
sturdy  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  country.  Alonzo  Lockwood.  who  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  southern  part  of  DeKalb  county,  was  bom  in  1814  in  Ver- 
mont, the  son  of  Levi  Lock  wood  and  wife  In  young  manhood  lie  left  his 
native  state  antl  kxatctl  iu  Licking  count).  Ohio,  where  he  married  Ro.sa- 
mond  Phelps,  a  native  of  Granville,  that  ctmnty.  In  1834  he  removed  to 
Allen  county.  Indiana,  and  two  years  later  came  to  DeKalb  county,  where 
Mr.  L(xk\v«^Ml  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  four  miles  south- 
nest  of  .\uburn.  and  (here  established  their  |M;rmanent  home.  He  was  a 
poor  man  when  he  rame  to  thi?  conntv.  tlie  trip  being  made  up  the  St.  Joe 
river  and  Cedar  creek  in  a  canoe  which  bore  all  their  worldly  effects.  How- 
ever, he  was  a  hard  worker,  and  w  as  determined  and  ambitious  to  succeed 
in  his  new  home.  By  dint  of  the  most  insistent  labor  and  rigid  economy,  and 
by  the  exclusion  of  every  expensive  habit,  he  was  enabled  to  buy  out  other 
settlers  who  were  discouraged  and  desired  to  move  elsewhere.  In  this  way 
he  was  enabled  to  accumulate  thirty-six  hundred  acres  of  land  in  rliffcrent 
places,  twelve  hundred  acres  being  in  one  tract  adjoining  his  first  farm. 
About  twdve  hundred  acres  were  located  near  Psiulding.  Defiance  county. 
Ohio,  and  some  m  Michigan,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  holdings  were  in 
DeKalb  county.  He  engagal  very  extensively  in  the  buyinf:^  and  ^eilinij;  of 
live  .stock,  nuich  of  which  hi-  also  raised  on  hi>  own  farms,  which  he  s,  ,ld  at 
considerable  profit,  most  of  his  transactions  l;eing  m  horses  anil  cattle.  He 
was  cuunently  successful  in  every  transaction  in  which  he  etigaged,  his  deals 
being  cliaracterized  by  shrewdness  and  sagacity  of  a  high  order,  and  in 
he  was  enabled  to  retire  from  business  pursuits  and  removed  to  Auburn, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.    His  death  occurred  on  July  4. 

at  the  ajre  of  seventv-two  vears,  while  in  Defiance  countv.  f)hio.  his 
ilealh  being  immediately  due  to  a  fall  from  a  cart.  He  was  survived  a 
numl>er  of  years  by  his  widow,  who  died  ni  .\uburn  in  1898.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely :  Cyrus,  who  died  in  1854.  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years:  Reuben:  Celia.  who  died  abottt  1876.  at  New  Elm.  Min- 
nesota, was  the  wife  of  George  Coleman:  Ir\'in.  who  si>ent  his  entire  life 
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in  Richland  township,  this  county,  died  in  1891 ;  Lyman  was  a  fanner  and 
resided  at  Auburn,  this  county;  Phib  J.,  now  deceased,  lived  in  Washing- 
ton. D.  C.  He  was  a  noted  pension  attorney;  Eunice  is  tlie  widow  of  Ben- 
jamin Zigler  and  lives  in  Auburn;  Cornelia,  the  widow  of  IDavis  E.  Caruth, 

also  lives  in  Atihiirn. 

Reuben  Lockwood  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  in  the  operation  of 
which  he  took  an  active  part,  and  in  the  meantime  secured  his  education  in 
the  ccmnnon  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  November  22,  1861,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  Forty- fourth  Regiment.  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Tnfantrv.  uitli  wliicli  he  went  to  the  front,  hut  the  ensuing  winter  was 
an  unfortunate  Dne  tor  the  entire  command,  as  all  but  three  or  four  of  the 
regiment  were  either  very  ill  or  in  poor  health,  especially  at  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  but  in  which  nearly  all  took  an  active  part  despite  their 
poor  condition.  Mr.  Lockwood's  health  became  so  precarious  that  he  wa» 
mustered  out  soon  afterwards  hecause  of  physical  disability;  Upon  his  return 
to  |)eaceahle  jmrsiiit*;.  Mr.  I.i nkw  1  >. kI  l)ccame  a  salesman,  wliirli  \iH-;itiiHi  he 
followed  in  various  Hnc<  fur  many  years,  travelinf^  over  a  larL;c  jxirtion  of  the 
country.  In  1887  he  helped  to  organize  the  Monitor  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  chosen  vice-president  They  erected  a  factory  north- 
east of  Auburn  Junction,  this  county,  where  they  engaged  extensivdy  in  the 
manufocture  of  wind  mills,  potato  crates.  Fargo  harrows.  an<l  also  ran  a 
planinq'  mill  The  f)\isiness  was  cnntinned  until  1897,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued. I'.e^ides  xhv  ljusine.ss  interests  mentioned.  Mr.  Lockwood  owned  about 
six  hundred  acres  of  farm  land,  located  in  Ohio,  Michigan  and  this  county, 
to  which  he  gave  his  attention  and  in  the  operation  of  which  he  was  very 
successful.  In  the  business  affairs  of  the  comniuntty  he  was  a  prominent 
figtire  and  o  1  r  l  -ted  nuich  to  the  prosperity  and  iipbuildinii;  "t  the  conuuun- 
ity  in  which  1k'  Ined.  He  was  a  man  nt  Hrnad  sympathie<5  and  ti;i lud-heaned 
in  his  attitude  toward  others,  being  well  liked  personally  by  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  him. 

On  December  22,  1892,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah 
Clarke  Carr,  of  Detroit,  whom  he  met  in  that  city  while  exhibiting  the  prod- 
ucts of  his  factory,    Mrs.  Garr  was  born  four  miles  south  of  Dexter,  in 

W'lishtcnaw  county.  Michigan,  and  i*;  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  and  Mary 
I  I 'riloliard  )  Clarke,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  London.  England.  Dr. 
Henry  Clarke  was  a  man  of  splendiil  e<lucation,  possessing  several  diplomas, 
and  spoke  fluently  seven  different  languages.  He  and  his  wife  were  mar- 
ried in  London,  and  they  afterwards  came  to  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan, 
where  the  Doctor  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  seventy^ 
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eight  years  old.  He  had  very  early  in  hfe  taken  an  interest  in  the  scieaoe  of 
anatomy,  having  begun  dissect infj  at  the  early  atre  of  fifteen  years.  He  be- 
came a  surgeon  of  note  and  had  a  large  practice  all  over  Washtenaw  county, 
where  he  was  commonly  known  as  the  "old  English  doctor."  Aristocratic 
in  his  manner  of  life,  he  was  nevertheless  very  kind  to  the  poor  and  never 
charged  for  his  medical  services  when  the  recipient  was  not  able  to  pay. 
Their  daughter,  Sarah  A.,  was  mrirried  in  1878  to  George  Washington  Carr, 
of  15cll\illc,  Wayne  county,  Michij^an,  and  two  or  three  years  later  they 
moved  to  Detroit,  where  Mr.  Carr  was  employed  as  a  railroad  fireman.  Mr. 
Carr.  who  was  born  Febniar\'  18,  1853.  at  Pinckney.  Michigan,  was  a  son  of 
Maloolm  and  Nancy  (Richmond)  Carr,  and  his  death  occurred  on  March  ly, 
1888.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  t'arr  were  born  twD  children :  IJzzie  G.,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  George  Freeman,  who  was  Unn  September  20,  1886.  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lockwoixl  moved  to  .\ul)um  in  Septcmlnr.  180,1,  and  Mr.  L(x*k\\  nod 
foriiially  adopted  his  wife's  son,  (ietnge.  who  dropped  his  nuildlc  name  of 
Freeman,  being  known  now  as  George  Can*  Lockwood.  On  April  23,  1910. 
he  married  Hulda  Gessner,  of  Monroe,  Miduigan,  daughter  of  Josqih  and 
Elizabeth  (Weisfieck)  Gessner.  To  them  was  born  a  son.  Reuben  G„  on 
Jaiuiary  _'!.  H)i  I.  George  C.  Lockwcxxl  is  a  tester  at  the  Auburn  automo- 
bile factory. 

Reuben  Lockwood  was  for  man\  year>  an  luiuored  and  appreciative 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  taking  an  active  interest 
in  the  workings  of  the  order.  He  was  a  member  of  that  pioneer  band  which 
accomplished  srj  much  in  the  early  development  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

and  a*^  a  dt  fcnfler  of  his  country  in  the  hour  of  her  trial  hf  proved  hiuNilf  a 
jiatnoi.  and  because  '»f  tlusc  chrracteristics  he  is  entitled  to  si)ccihc  mention 
in  the  annals  of  DcKali»  county. 


SAMUEL  G.  STONE. 

The  well  known  druggist  whose  name  fonns  the  caption  of  this  brief 

review  is  too  well  known  to  the  re.idcrs  of  this  history  to  need  extensive  a)m- 
ment,  since  his  has  long  been  one  of  the  leading  business  houses  in  Butler.  It 
numbers  its  patrons  by  the  himdrcds  throughout  this  Kxality,  the  store  being  a 
gathering  place  for  visitors  from  the  rural  districts,  but  from  whatever  quar- 
ter customers  come  they  are  accorded  uniform  courtesy  and  the  kindest  con- 
sideration»  always  finding  here  a  well-kept,  neat,  attractive  and  well-managed 
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Store,  stocked  u  illi  a  i-(jmpUtc  .iiui  carefully  selected  line  of  goods,  second  t«> 
tione,  thv  prices  id  wliich  are  ixi:,irdc(l  l)y  its  man\  patrons  of  lon^  stamling 
as  being  remarkably  low  considering  the  excellent  quality  of  ^{oods  offered. 

Samuel  G.  Stone,  a  leading  bnsiness  man  of  Butler,  was  born  at  Fort 
Henry,  New  cork,  on  July  12,  1854,  the  son  of  Grandville  and  Lucy  (Butler) 
Stone,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  Grand- 
ville Stone  was  a  wagon  maker  by  trade,  which  piirstiit  he  ff)llowed  many 
years,  hnt  later  in  life  took  up  frlmtinJ,^  in  which  tie  was  successful, 

The  subject  oi  tliis  sketch  received  his  educatx^n  in  the  common  schools 
of  New  Vork  and  Ohio,  having  nioi'ed  to  the  latter  state  ami  upon  attaining 
mature  years  engaged  in  the  drug  business  at  Striker,  Ohio,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued with  gratifying  success  until  1876.  He  then  came  to  Butler,  Indiana, 
and  in  187^  engaged  in  the  drug  business  here,  in  which  he  has  continued 
ever  sirict-,  and  in  which  he  ha<  met  with  well  deserved  iKitronage.  He  has 
a  larijc  ami  well  ^elected  line  <•!  (lruj.;t,nsI->'  ■sundries,  while  in  the  filling  of  pre- 
scriptitms  he  handles  none  but  pure  and  fresh  drugs.  He  is  well  qualihetl  by 
training  and  experience  for  the  lni«iness  to  which  he  devotes  himsidf  and  be- 
cause of  the  high  quality  of  his  goods,  his  prompt  and  courteous  treatment  of 
his  customers  and  his  own  high  character  he  has  long  enjoye<l  an  enviable 
standing  in  his  comnnmity. 

In  Seiitt-mher.  1876,  Mr.  Stone  n^;l^rit•(l  h"llva  C.  Stoner,  the  daughter 
of  A.  H.  and  J.  .\.  Stoner.  of  W  i-st  I'nity.  Ohio.  There  .Mrs.  Stone's  father 
followed  the  dual  iKcupaiixiii,  ..|  grocer  and  druggist  f<»r  numy  years  and 
was  successful  in  his  affairs.  Eventually  he  located  at  Meta,  Indiana,  and 
r,nally  came  to  Hutier.  where  he  remained  for  iteveral  years  and  then  kicated  at 
C^rrelt,  tlus  county,  where  liis  death  occurred.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stone  have 
Ixivn  born  four  children,  Gertrude  Elnora.  Gladys*  Ehnira,  Bessie  Kmily  and 
Milliard  Samurl 

The  Democratic  |>arly  has  always  claimed  Mr.  Slone'>  .supiH»rt,  and  he 
lias  iKcn  acti\  e  in  the  ranks  of  that  party  iluring  {Militical  camiaigti.s.  He 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  by  clectkin  to  a  numlier  of  public 
offices,  in  all  of  which  he  discharged  his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  He  was  trustee  of  the  town  of  Butler  under  tiie  old  law  for  two 
vears.  and  in  l(>oi  was  clecteil  a  memlH-r  of  the  hoard  t  f  '-rh'  ol  trustees,  in 
which  he  has  served  tour  (ernis  and  is  >idl  an  honored  nu'miK.-r  ot  liial  ImhIv. 
He  was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  Uutler  when  it  was  incorporated  as  a  city 
in  1903.  serving  a  .short  tenn,  his  administration,  which  exitired  in  1905, 
being  characterized  by  marked  ability  and  effort  to  advance  the  interests  of 
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the  community.  He  also  served  as  city  treasurer  for  three  years  with  emi- 
nent satisfaction.  Kcligtou.sly,  Mr.  Stone  is  an  earnest  niemhcr  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  while  fraternally  he  is  a  nieniher  of  tin.  Vice  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  l-'ellows  and  tlic  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Personally,  Mr.  Stone  is  a  man  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know,  being  gen- 
erous-hearted, kind,  hospitable^  honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow 
men,  and  eminently  worthy  of  the  trust  and  respect  they  repose  in  him  and 
have  for  htm.  ami  ht  i«  today  regarded  as  one  of  DeKalb  county's  representa- 
tive and  most  valued  citizens. 


JOHN  H.  W.  KROXTZ. 

Examples  that  impress  force  of  character  on  all  who  .study  them  are 
worthy  of  record.  By  a  few  general  observations  may  1m;  ccmveyed  srnne 
idea  of  the  high  standing  of  John  H.  \V.  Kronts  in  the  cuinnumtty  where 

so  many  of  his  active  years  have  Uvcn  spent  I'niled  in  his  composition  are 
.»;o  many  denients  of  a  "^nlnl  nnrl  prmtical  n:iti;rc  which  fhirinir  a  -Jeries  of 
years  have  brought  him  into  proniment  nolicc  and  earned  for  hiin  a  conspicu- 
ous place  among  the  enterprising  men  of  DcKalb  county,  that  it  is  but  just 
rect)gnition  of  his  worth  to  speak  at  some  length  of  his  life  and  achievements. 

John  H.  W.  Krontz  was  bom  in  Wilmington  township,  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  on  .\pril  7,  1870.  and  is  the  son  of  Michael  F..  and  Mary  .\nn  Kroniz. 
hoth  of  whom  were  native^  fif  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  fatlur  U  rti  in  Holmes 
county.  They  canie  to  Imhana  and  the  father  was  one  '►t  the  early  settlers 
of  this  hxality.  having  arrived  October  8.  He  wa.s  a  fanner  by  v<)ca- 

tion.  which  pursuit  he  followed  all  his  life  and  attained  to  a  gratifying  <lefrree 
of  success.  Tliev  are  both  now  deceased.  They  were  the  parent^  of  three 
children — I^ura  K..  W  illiam  and  John  H.  W..  the  last  named  iK'ing  the  only 
survivor. 

John  H.  \\".  Kront/  attended  the  coninton  schools  of  IvKalb  county, 
completing  his  elementary  studies  in  the  high  school  at  Kutler  and  hi  the 
Fort  Wayne  College.  He  then  took  up  iiedagogical  work  and  for  several 
years  followed  teaching  in  this  county,  meeting  with  marked  success  in  this 
exacting  vocation.  .VIr.  Kront/  liad  pursued  his  technical  studies  along  the 
line  of  civil  engineering,  in  wIikIi  his  abilitv  was  vvi<lelv  rccMf^ui/.ed.  and  in 
iHgf)  he  was  elected  surveyor  of  DeKalb  county,  serving  eiiiciently  and  .satis- 
factorily in  this  position  until  1900.   Upon  retiring  froiu  the  office  of  sur- 
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veytir  he  took  up  the  work  nf  ci\  il  cni^'inefrintj.  in  uliuli  he  fs  still  c'nL:av,'ei|. 
'1  horoughly  com(>etent  by  training  and  experience  fur  this  iiniK>rtant  line  of 
work,  Mr.  Krontz  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  surveyors  of 
this  section  of  the  state  and  is  constantly  employed  in  this  line.  Politically 
Mr.  Krontz  is  an  ardent  sup|K)rter  of  the  Democratic  party,  fraternally  he  is 
a  memljer  of  the  ln<le[K'iuloiit  nrdt  i  nf  Odd  Pillows,  while  his  religious  mem- 
bership with  the  (  hristian  church.  Mr  Kruntz's  career  prf<t"nts  a  series 
of  successes,  while  his  unswerving  rectitude  has  made  his  life  count  tor  good 
in  all  its  relations,  as  is  attested  by  the  unreserved  esteem  of  the  people  of  the 
commtmity  in  which  he  has  lived  so  many  years,  and  in  which  he  has  had  due 
regard  for  the  higher  verities  nf  life,  giving  his  support  to  that  which  tends 
to  the  betterment  of  the  people. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  LEAS. 

DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  has  been  e»j»eciallv  hoiu»retl  in  the  character 
and  career  of  her  public  and  professionaj  men.  Here,  as  in  e^'ery  community, 
there  are  found,  rising  above  their  fellows,  individuals  horn  to  leadership  in 
the  various  professions*  men  who  have  dominated  not  alone  by  superior  in- 
telligence and  natural  endowment,  but  by  natural  force  of  character.  It  is 
alwavs  proCttalilc  to  ^\u(\\-  ihc  li\e-  i,f  siuli  men,  wei;j!i  t!u-ir  in. .live-  and 
hold  up  their  achieveniciits  as  incentives  to  greater  activity  and  lii;,du  r  t  xnl- 
Icncc  on  the  part  of  others.  A  lawyer  of  widely  recognized  ahiiuy  and  a  man 
of  undoubted  integrity  and  honor,  William  H.  Leas  has  made  a  definite  im- 
pression on  the  histcH'y  of  his  locality.  DeKalb  county  has  been  dignified  by 
his  noble  life  and  splendid  achievements,  and  he  stands  as  a  w  orthy  and  con- 
spicuous member  of  a  striking  group  of  public  men  whos.*  influence  in  the 
political  and  civic  life,  as  well  as  in  professional  circles,  has  been  of  a  most 
beneficent  order,  ;md  it  i.s  but  a  matter  of  justice  to  here  enter  a  brief  irilwle 
to  his  career. 

William  Henry  Leas  was  bom  in  Salem  township,  Steuben  county,  Indi* 
ana,  on  the  i6th  day  of  September,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Susan 

(Schim[)fF)  l.eas.  More  specific  reference  is  made  to  his  ancestral  history 
in  the  sketch  of  his  father,  which  appenr^  elsewhere  in  this  work  M(  mme 
with  his  parent'^  to  Smithfield  tf)wnship,  this  county,  in  i<^>H.  and  trom  that 
time  on  has  been  continuously  and  cltjsely  identified  with  the  history  of  this 
locality.    He  secured  his  elementary  eihication  in  the  common  schools,  after 
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which  he  engaged  in  pedagogical  work,  tcachiiit;  first  in  the  (hstrict  sch(X)ls 
and  afterwards  in  the  c^raded  schools  of  W'aterhxi.  I^ter  he  assisted  Willard, 
Kingman  and  McCunahey  in  survc\  in};  and  the  makiiiir  "(  conntv  nuips  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  in  which  work  he  gained  inucli  valiuibk  cxj)ericnce  and 
knowledge.  Having  long  entertained  an  ambition  to  enter  the  legal  pro- 
fession, in  1873  Mr.  Leas  btgm  the  study  of  hiw  at  Angola  and  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  in  March.  1875,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Law.  TTc  had  heen  adniitteil  to  the  Imr  in  Angola  in  i?<~4.  and 
on  June  l,  1875,  located  at  Waterloo  and  opened  a  law  office.  He  was 
first  in  partnership  with  C.  M.  Phillips  until  October,  1875.  ^''^^"^  which  titne 
he  was  alone  until  November,  1876,  durinj;  which  period  he  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  good  practice.  In  the  month  last  mentioned  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  law  firm  of  McBridc,  Morlan  &  Leas,  his  partners  being  Judge  R 
W.  McBride  and  Joseph  T.  M-  tlan  Tn  \ugust.  1878,  Mr.  Morlan  died  and 
the  firm  was  dissolved,  since  wliicii  lime  Mr.  Ix'as  has  niostlv  prnctircd  alone, 
in  point  of  length  of  continuous  practice  Mr.  Leas  is  the  dean  of  his  pro- 
fession in  DeKalb  county. 

Mr.  Leas'  success  in  his  profession  has  been  most  pronounced.  Always 
careful  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases  and  a  deep  student  of  law,  he  has  the 
faculty  of  stating  a  case  clearly  and  succinctly,  while  his  candor,  fairness  and 
honor  have  made  him  (le<er\cdlv  pnptdrir  among  hi'^  coIleaijne»i  and  those 
with  whom  lie  has  had  dealin.^^  I  fi-  i«issesses  a  CMmprehensive  knowledge 
of  the  law  and  a  familiarity  with  precedents,  which  have  made  him  a  strong 
pleader  and  an  opponent  to  be  feared.  Personally,  his  clean  character, 
fidelity  of  purpose  and  affability  of  manner  have  won  him  a  large  circle  of 
warm  friends  and  commendetl  him  to  the  good  Opinion  of  all  who  know  him. 

Politically,  Mr,  Leas  has  always  been  an  ardent  supjK trier  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  was  twice  elected  a  member  of  the  !inard  of  <;rhool  trustees 
of  Waterloo,  wIktc  he  pertfirtned  effective  and  a[)i»reciated  work  in  the  inter- 
est of  educational  aitairs  in  the  community.  From  1902  to  1912  Mr.  Leas 
served  as  attorney  for  the  town  of  Waterloo,  and  is  at  the  present  time  at- 
torney for  the  town  of  Comnna. 

On  August  20,  1878,  Mr.  Leas  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rnnna  J. 
Danks.  the  votmc^est  daughter  of  Oris  and  Stella  CBoogc)  Hanks.  She  \va«i 
boni  and  reared  in  W  aterloo,  and  ■^nffered  the  loss  of  her  mother  when  but 
an  infant,  in  1863.  Afterwards  her  father  married  Sarah  A.  Jones.  Orris 
Danks  was  bom  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  on  July  16,  181 5,  a  son  of 
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Benoni  and  Phocljc  (liarle)  Danks,  who  aisu  were  natives  of  the  l^nipire 
state.  His  grandfather,  Robert  E;irlc,  \va5»  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. In  1836  Orris  Danks  came  to  DeKalb  county  and  bought  land  in 
Smithfield  township,  returning  to  his  native  state  two  yvurn  later  and  there, 
in  1840,  he  married  ICuseha  Brown.  In  tiie  following  war  they  returned  to 
DeKalh  county  and  made  their  home  on  his  laml.  t<i  the  imijroveincnt  and 
cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  himself  until  when  the  tamily  re- 

moved tu  \Vatcrli)u,  where  Mr.  Danks  engage<l  in  the  hardware  business, 
afterwards  engagmg  successively  in  tlie  grocery  and  boot  and  shoe  business.  I 
His  first  wife  died  in  1851  and  in  1852  he  married  Estella  Booge. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leas  have  been  bom  two  children,  namely:  Stella  B.» 
Ixini  Inly  4,  1880.  is  the  wife  of  R.  Earl  Peters,  whose  permanent  home  is  in 
Ft.  Wayne,  IiKliaiia,  \m\  who  is  now  in  \\'a<;!Titipton.  D  C.  a-^  -secretary  to 
Conj^rcssman  C  yru^  C  line  of  the  twelfth  (li-.trirt.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Feter'^  have 
a  daiighier,  Leali  \  ellelta,  \>orn  Marcli  jo.  1907.  Karl  1).  Leas,  ixjrn 
February  15,  1882.  lives  in  Waterloo,  where  he  enjoys  a  large  business  as  a 
buyer  and  shipper  of  com»  baled  hay  and  straw.  On  Jam»ry  ao,  1904,  he 
married  Emma  Gfeller,  of  Waterloo,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  (ifeller. 


GEORGE  SCHULTHKSS. 

There  cindd  he  no  more  comprehensive  liistttry  urilteti  ni  a  city  or  a 
c< itnmunir V,  nr  cwn  nf  state  an<l  il>  peojtle,  than  tliat  whu  li  deals  with  the 
life  work  of  tiiose,  who,  by  their  »*wn  endeavor  and  indoiuuai)le  energy,  have 
placed  themselves  where  they  well  deserve  the  title  of  "promment  and  pro- 
gressive," and  in  this  sketcli  will  be  found  the  record  of  <ine  who  has  out- 
stripped the  less  active  and  less  alilc  i)loddtfrs  on  the  highway  of  life  and  wh'> 
has  attained  to  an  em  iable  |M»siti(«i  in  the  bUMnes.^.  political  and  social  life 
of  the  commnnitv  wfu-re  he  has  resided  for  man\  years. 

(ieoitje  .^cIuiIiIk  -.  hiwine^^  man.  citizen  and  public  olticial.  who  is  Iioii- 
i>nng  tile  city  of  darreti.  hidi.nia.  i»y  ins  rcHitlence.  \\a.>  born  on  .May  5,  1873, 
at  Millerslmrg.  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (SchaJT^f) 
Schulthess.  These  parents,  who  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  trace  their 
ancestry  back  through  the  centnries  to  about  tiK*  year  140Q.  The  subject  pos- 
sesses a  genealogical  work  in  the  (ierman  language  which  traces  the  paternal 
ancestral  line  in  unbroken  ascent  to  tlie  foumk-r  of  the  family  in  1400  in  the 
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state  of  Zurich.  Switzerland.  Three  months  hefore  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch 
was  born  his  mother  btrame  a  widow  throufjli  the-  (kath  of  hi-r  husl);in(l  and 
she  hersell  died  when  the  subject  was  but  twelve  ycar>  old.  Tliese  |)arcnts 
had  been  married  in  their  native  land  and  Matthias  Schulthe.>s  was  a  cooper 
by  trade  and  an  energetic  and  industrious  worknian.  At  the  time  of  the 
mother's  death  she  left  a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
two  sons  and  a  daughto"  are  still  living:  Fred,  a  resident  of  (iarrett.  Mrs. 
Knitna  ("icib.  living  on  a  farm  near  Garrett,  and  the  ."iubject  of  this  sketch. 
The  latter  came  to  (iarrett  at  the  time  of  his  mrttlier's  death  and  made  his 
home  witla  his  brother,  Fred.  He  received  his  education  in  the  pubhc  schools 
of  that  city,  and  his  leisure  hours,  instead  of  being  spent  in  play  and  recrea- 
tion, were  employed  in  assisting  in  farm  work.  Later  he  and  his  brother  lo- 
cated in  Garrett  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business  in 
partnership  with  Professor  Moore,  which  they  conducted  a  few  years,  and 
theti  engajjed  in  the  millinj^  and  <;rain  Inisints^.  Thw  wen-  Ntirrfssful  in 
those  enterprises,  hut  after  a  tew  years  tliev  soUl  out  and  eiiL;a;^a'(l  in  the  c<tal 
business  for  three  years,  at  the  en<i  or  whicli  |x-riocl  they  di>jM>Ncd  i»l  lliose 
interests  and  smce  that  time  the  subject  has  been  engaged  in  supervising  his 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres  located  one-half  mile  from  (jarrett  in  Keyser 
township.  Though  starting  life  under  discouraging  conditions  Mr.  Schul- 
thess,  by  most  indomitable  perseverance,  sturdy  industry  and  wise  manage- 
ment, has  prospered  and  is  n*nv  tnitnlered  anionjj;  the  <n(ve<'ift-i  and  n;>-iM- 
date  citizens  of  his  community.  W  ilh  modern  and  progressive  ideas  regard- 
ing busines.s  affairs  he  has  nuiiniained  his  farm  at  the  highest  slandartl  (»f 
excellence  and  has  found  it  a  profitable  enterprise.  Though  his  business  af- 
fairs have  nia<le  heavy  <lemands  upon  his  time  Mr.  Schulthess  has  neverthe- 
less found  it  |x)ssib1e  to  take  an  active  |Kirt  in  local  public  affairs,  in  which  he 
has  been  dteply  interested.  In  if;o::  he  ua>i  elected  trnsiee  of  Ins  township 
anrl  served  four  vears  tu  ihv  credit  of  himself  and  to  the  salisfaclioti  of  his 
fellow  citizens  and  also  served  a  year  as  city  councilman  by  ap|Miintinent.  In 
the  fall  of  1908  he  was  elected  to  the  council,  serving  until  October  of  llie 
following  year,  wlien,  owing  to  a  vacancy,  he  was  ap])ointed  mayor  of  Gar- 
rett and  has  now  been  serving  ftnir  years  in  this  iiositiim.  That  he  has 
acquitted  himself  with  hotior  anil  credit  goes  without  saying  .among  those 
who  are  familiar  with  his  efforts.  The  city  is  nmv  erectinif  a  new  ritv  !ia1I 
and  under  the  admini.strati( .n  nf  Ma\nr  Schulthess  a  new  Ii'.nk\ai<l  lii^litmg 
system  has  lieen  installed,  tlie  pul»lii  uidity  plant  l)een  overhauled,  mcluding 
the  installation  of  new  engines  and  generators  and  a  suh.«tantial  addition  to 
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the  main  buildinjr.  In  all  these  thiiif^^s  Mr.  ScluiltlK-ss  lias  been  jjuided  by  the 
same  sound  business  ideas  and  methods  that  he  has  exercised  in  the  conduct 
of  his  own  affairs,  this  being  the  secret  of  tfie  successful  administration  whidi 
he  has  given  to  his  office.   In  politics  he  gives  his  earnest  support  to  the 

Democratic  party.    I-'raternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 

of  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  both  subordinate  lodge  and  encampment,  and 
also  belonging  to  the  Knight*  of  !^  tliia^.  the  Modem  W'oodnien  of  America, 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Benevolent  and  I'rotcctive  Order  of 
F.Iks  Iveligiously.  .Mrs.  SchuUhcss  is  a  UK-niher  of  the  Cienuan  Methodist 
church. 

In  1897  Mr.  Schulthess  was  married  to  Etiasabeth  Lehmbadc,  of  Gar- 
rett, and  to  (lieni  b;i\  e  Itecn  born  three  children,  Aline.  !lr>\\  ard  and  Ixro\ . 
Mr.  Schulthess's  life  history  exhibits  a  career  of  unswer\  int;  integrity,  inde- 
fatii^able  private  industry  and  wholesome  home  and  social  relations,  a  most 
commendable  career  crowned  with  success.  It  is  tlie  record  of  a  well  bal- 
anced mental  and  moral  constitution,  strongly  marked  by  those  traits  of  char- 
acter which  are  of  special  value  in  such  a  state  of  society  as  exists  in  this 
country.  Possessing  a  strong  social  nature  and  exercising  a  genial  and 
friendly  attitude  toward  those  with  w  lunn  he  comes  into  contact,  it  is  not 
strange  that  he  has  gained  a  large  and  loyal  following  among  his  acquaint- 
ances in  this  locality. 


FRANK  HOGUE. 

h  is  alu.ivs  pica.sant  and  nr'  titalile  lo  nnueniplate  tl)c  career  of  a  man 
who  has  niaile  a  succes.s  of  hfe  and  won  the  honor  and  respect  of  bis  fellow 
citizens.  Such  is  tlie  rectfrd  of  iIk  well-known  gentleman  whose  name 
apiiears  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph,  than  whom  a  more  whole-united  or 
popular  man  it  w<inld  1  e  hard  to  find  in  the  city  where  he  has  resided  during 
t' e  maior  portion  f«f  his  life.  Su;uly  persistence,  stern  integrity  and  exeel- 
Lm  ir.dgment  have  been  the  elements  which  have  contributed  to  hts  success, 
unil  1  ccause  of  this  success  and  his  high  personal  character  he  is  deserving 
«.f  the  high  |H.siti<Hi  which  he  holds  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

I'rank  H»)gue.  who  for  a  numlier  of  years  has  lieen  the  efficient  Uimher 
bnver  for  Hoffman  Brothers  Contpany.  of  I'ort  \\ayne.  is  a  native  son  of 
DeKalb  county,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  lUttler  town'^hip  on 
lune  I  I.  iH;  >  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Rfrte  <  King)  Hogue.  the  torttier 
of  whom  died  on  .\ugusi  5.  iHjj.    Henrj-  Hogue  was  the  ssnn  of  George 
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and  Lydia  (Wilder)  Hogtie,  and  was  bom  in  Canandaigua,  New  York,  on 
March  5.  1818.  VVhen  about  twenty  years  old  he  came  to  DeKalb  county. 

Indiana,  his  mother  having  died  a  short  time  before  that,  and  here  he  was 
employed  in  sawmill';,  work  to  which  he  had  been  acru«tf<me<l  in  his  native 
state,  ilc  bought  a  farm  in  IhitU-r  township  and  there  made  liis  iRTinancnit 
home,  his  father  also  spending  Ins  last  years  there.  Carrying  on  the  dual 
occttpati<»is  of  fanning  and  lumberinf,  Henry  Hogue  was  a  very  busy  man, 
and  he  enjoyed  the  respect  and  cmfidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  |M)h'tics.  though  witli  no  aspirations  for  pdblk  office  Me 
married  Rffie  King,  who  wa''  horn  in  Penn'^ylvania  on  November  j6,  iSjS. 
and  who  is  still,  at  the  advancetl  age  ot  cighiy-eight  years,  a  well-presei  vt*d 
woman,  retaining  her  mental  and  physical  faculties  to  a  remarkable  degree. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Jane  (Hnflips)  King,  and  she  was 
brought  to  DeKalb  county  on  October  4,  1835.  Her  father  was  killed  when 
she  was  but  three  days  old.  and  she  was  reared  by  her  mother  until  seven  years 
o|<|,  after  which  time  she  was  reared  in  the  frunily  of  Gc(irge  ncl.ons;.  with 
whom  she  came  to  Indiana,  the  tamiiy  locating  in  Butler  township,  DeKalb 
county.  Their  long  and  tiresome  journey  was  made  in  a  wagon,  drawn  Ijy 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  who  pulled  them  from  Dayton,  Ohio.  They  had  come 
from  Pennsylvania  down  the  Ohio  river  to  Cincinnati,  and  thence  by  canal 
to  Dayton.  It  took  them  six  weeks  to  make  the  trip  from  Dayton,  camping 
out  at  night  an<l  letting  the  oxen  gra^ie.  They  came  by  way  of  Fort  Wayne, 
theiue  through  Huntertown,  which  then  consisted  of  but  three  or  four 
houses.  But  few  road.s  had  been  constructed,  and  those  few  very  poorly 
made,  white  most  of  the  streams  had  to  be  forded.  On  approaching  their 
land  in  Rutler  township,  none  of  which  had  been  cleared,  they  were  compelled 
to  enl  the  dense  undergrowth  mul  many  trees  in  order  to  get  Uuir  wa^^nn 
through  to  the  site  of  their  iiilure  home.  The  prospect  was  wA  a  \ery  mvit- 
iug  one.  but.  with  a  vision  of  the  future.  Mr.  DeLong  went  energetically  to 
work  to  clear  a  spot  for  a  home.  They  first  lived  in  a  tent  made  of  carpet, 
but  soon  a  log  cabin  was  erected,  in  which  the  family  were  comfortably 
housed.  Here  Mr  DeLong  acquired  ownershi])  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land.  .-X  few  vcars  later  hi-  sold  out  and  moved  to  Allen  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogne  had  been  married  in«t  prior  (o  that  e\eiii  and  they 
remained  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Hogue  being  employed  lo  run  the  saw-mill  for 
the  new  owner.  They  then  moved  to  the  farm  adjoining  on  the  north,  which 
Mr.  Hogue  had  bought,  and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  lK>rn  ten  children,  namely:  George  Henry,  Lydia  A„ 
Frank,  Efiie.  Thcron.  Frederick,  Perry,  James,  Florence  and  Mary,  the 
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latter  dying  at  the  age  o4<ihree  months.  Of  these  children,  only  three  are 
now  living,  namely t  Ftank,  the  initnediatc  subject  of  this  sketch;  Lydia.  of 
Auburn:  Florence,  the  wife  of  William  Hoflf,  of  Selma,  California.  The 
mother  of  these  children  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Frank. 

Frank  Hogue  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Butier  township  aiid 
secured  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  In  1873  he  went  West,  where 
he  remained  three  years,  and  then,  in  1876,  he  returned  to  the  home  farm,  to 
the  operation  of  w  hich  he  gave  his  attention  for  a  time.  Ik-  then  accepted 
a  position  with  Hoffman  Brothers,  of  Fort  Wayne.  e\teiisi\e  lumlier  dealers 
and  saw-mil!  men,  and  he  has  been  cfmTU-ctCfl  with  thai  conipaii)  e\er  since. 
For  thirty-tive  yeais  he  has  been  the  tinil>cr  buyer  for  tins  well-known  lirni. 
his  duties  requiring  him  to  travel  over  ])ractically  the  entire  country.  He 
has  earned  the  reputation  as  one  of  the  best  judges  of  timber  in  the  countr)' 
and  rii>  ser\  ices  are  lield  in  hitjh  value  by  the  firm  with  which  he  is  connected. 
Mr.  Hogue  has  continued  to  reside  in  .\nbnrn,  and  has  a  beautiful  home  at 
the  corner  nf  Fifth  and  Main  streets,  which  he  built  in  rqrx) 

In  1H84  Mr.  Huguc  married  .Vllie  Kainsburg.  oi  I'leasant  Lake,  Indiana, 
the  daughter  of  Frederick  Rainsburg,  of  Hudson,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Hc^e  died 
in  1891,  and  in  1898  Mr.  Hogue  married  Carrie  Caswell,  of  Fremont,  this 
state,  to  which  union  was  born  a  dau^^hter.  I-' ranees.  They  are  well  known 
throughout  this  community,  and  their  friends  are  in  number  as  their 
acquaintances. 


JONAS  E.  DILGARD. 

Amonj^  the  honored  anrl  influential  citizen^  ff  \\  aterlcH*.  Indiana,  is 
Jonas  E.  Dilgard,  who  lias  .sliown  what  aji  earnest  and  energetic  liard-vvork- 
ing  man  can  accomphsh.  although  forced  to  hew  his  own  fortune  from  ob- 
stacles that  beset  his  way.  He  started  life  without  financial  aid  from  any- 
body; has  been  industrious,  and  lias  adhered  to  those  principles  and  ideals 
that  always  insure  success,  so  that  his  later  years  are  being  passed  in  the  midst 
of  plenty  and  serenity. 

Jonas  E.  Dilgard,  who  is  now  retired  from  ;irtive  labor  aiul  is  residing 
in  the  attractive  little  town  of  Waterloo,  is  a  native  of  \V  ayne  county.  Ohio, 
where  he  was  bom  on  February  14.  1S53.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Hoy)  Dilgard.  John  Dilgard  was  bom  in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn^l- 
vanta,  and  in  early  childhood  was  brought  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  by  his 
parentk.  Jacob  and  Klizabeth  Dilgard.    Mary  Hoy.  who  was  a  native  of 
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Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Jonas  Hoy,  was  reared  in  her 
native  county  and  lived  there  until  her  marriage.  In  1865  John  Dilgard  and 

his  wife  moved  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  locating  four  miles  west  of  Water- 
loo, where  they  had  acquired  cij^hty  acres  of  fjood  f:»riiiinfj  land  and  there 
they  made  their  nermanent  h<iinc.  Jolm  Dil^Mrd  was  an  active  am!  industrinus 
man,  beuig  lK)th  a  farmer  and  a  carpenter,  which  dual  occupations  he  fol- 
lowed during  all  his  active  years.  His  death  ocoirred  ht  1899  and  his  wife 
died  in  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children;  Jonas,  Mina.  Emily. 
Danici,  Martha  and  John. 

Jonas  E.  Dilgard  was  reared  on  the  i>atcrnal  farm  and  in  the  schools  of 
Waterlofi  he  «;eci!re(l  his  ediicatirin.  In  TH70,  at  the  ajje  of  «:eventeen  ypnrs.  he 
hej^an  n  Micii»ful  iH-da^Mij^ncal  career,  ami  diirinj^  the  folldwinij  ten  vcars 
was  numbered  among  the  leading  teachers  of  DeKalh  county,  having  taught 
successfully  at  various  places  where  a  hi^  standard  of  education  was  in  de- 
nuuid.  During  tiiis  period  his  summer  seasons  were  spent  in  agricultural 
employment.  In  1876  Mr.  Dilgard  was  married  to  Mary  (K)odwin.  the 
daughter  of  D.n  id  and  Sarah  ( W'iltrout )  (i(HMKvin.  she  lieing  a  native  of 
Watcrlofv  David  Cfodwin  was  horn  in  Ashland  cnunty.  Ohio,  rin  N'oviniher 
5,  1826,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Waterloo.  Indiana,  on  March  c),  iKt;9.  m 
the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  About  1854  he  moved  from  Asliland  county 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  the  edge  of  Waterloo,  which  he  cleared  and 
•developed,  making  of  it  eventually  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  vicinity.  He 
was  survived  a  numhor  of  years  hy  his  widow  ,  who  died  in  October,  1912. 
After  Mr  Dili^ard  married  he  rented  a  farm  for  alKUit  n  vear  and  then 
1x)ught  a  farm  locatetl  between  Anhnrn  and  Waterloo  in  ( irant  township, 
where  he  now  owns  one  hundred  acres.  In  1880  he  gave  up  teaching  school 
and  moving  on  to  the  farm  south  of  Waterloo,  he  lived  there  until  1906. 
whoi  he  retired  from  active  farm  labor  and  moved  to  Waterloo,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  still  owns  the  farm  and  in  a  general  way  supervises  its 
management.  In  1885.  while  still  residing  on  his  farm.  Mr.  Dilgard  engaged 
in  the  agricultural  implement  Imsiness  at  Waterl(K>,  but  a  vear  or  two  later 
he  sold  tliat  business  and  (hiring,'  the  following  two  years  ho  was  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Altnian-  Tayltir  Company  and  aliout  a  year  tor  the  Piano 
Binder  Company ;  also  for  about  two  years  after  leaving  the  farm  he  was 
engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  at  Aub«im.  having  bought  the  same  from 
llis  s<»»,  Carl.  He  was  succcssftd  in  this  enterprise,  but  eventually  sold  it  and 
rcttimcd  to  his  home  in  Waterloo.  He  is  a  man  of  gotnl  business  ability  .and 
sound  judf^nu  nt.  and  because  of  his  excellent  qualifications  he  lta.s  succeeded 
an  everything  to  which  he  has  turned  his  hand. 
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Fraternally^  Mr.  Dilgard'bdongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  takes  a 

deep  interest  in  the  workings  of  the  order.  He  h.is  taken  an  inullij^'cni  in- 
terest in  public  affairs  and  served  four  yearns  as  trustee  of  (irant  township, 
and  is  now  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  town  of  Waterloo,  dis- 
charging his  ofBcial  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DUgard  have  been  bom  seven  children,  namely: 
Oaud^  Roy,  Qirl,  Gladys,  Glen,  Ralph  and  Howard,  all  deceased  except 
Girl  and  Howard.  Carl  was  born  September  l6,  1884,  tnarricd  Dora  Dan- 
iels, the  (lauf^htiT  of  Hnrri'son  Dnnicls,  and  thev  h.nvc  a  duwiu'liter,  Hern.nline 
He  lives  in  Waterloo  and  foUdWN  ttie  trade  of  a  carjientcr.  Hfiward  Dilgard. 
bom  July  10,  1898,  is  a  student  in  the  public  schools  of  Waterloo. 

Mr.  Dtl^rd  is  an  able,  educated,  well  read  and  progressive  gentleman,  a 
fine  type  of  a  sdf-made  man  who  has  confidence  in  the  peo^e  and  is  ready  at 
all  times  to  do  his  full  part  in  the  advancement  of  the  public  welfare.  He  is 
not  lacking  in  the  <|ualities  of  sociahility  and  those  traits  of  character  which 
win  friends  for  a  man,  and  in  the  oomnninity  where  he  has  spent  SO  many  of 
his  active  years,  he  enjoys  u  notable  measure  of  {lopularity. 


JAMES  PURVIS  McCAGUE. 

Fealty  to  facts  in  the  analyzation  of  a  citizen  of  the  type  of  J«mes  Purvis 
McC^gue  is  all  that  that  is  required  to  make  a  good  biographical  sketch  inter- 
est ing  to  those  who  have  at  heart  the  good  name  of  the  community,  because 

it  is  the  hr-nt)ral)Ii'  reputation  of  tlu  man  of  standing,  more  than  any  f>thpr 
consideration,  that  gives  character  and  stability  to  tlie  JmkIv  ])r>Iitic  and  makes 
the  true  wortli  of  a  county  or  state  revered  and  respected.  In  the  broad  light 
which  things  of  good  reiiort  ever  invite,  the  name  and  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  stand  revealed  and  secure,  though 
with  modest  demeanor,  with  no  amhttion  to  distinguish  himself  in  public 
position  or  as  a  leader  of  men,  his  career  has  been  signally  honorable  and  it 
inav  fie  studied  wiili  iHolt  hv  the  youth  entering  upon  life's  work,  for  it 
shows  that  the  man  wIm  larsists  alc^ng  ri^lu  lines  of  endeavor  will  eventually 
accomplish  what  he  sets  out  to  do  despite  seemingly  insurmountable  obstacles. 

James  P.  McCague  was  bom  in  Holtnes  county,  Ohio,  on  July  12,  1846, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Cochran  McCague  and  Eliza  Jane  (Barloot)  Mo 
Cague.  Samuel  C.  McCague  was  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  McCague. 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland,  though  of  Scotch- 
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Irish  descait,  his  ancestors  having  located  in  the  Knierald  Isle  on  acctmnt  of 
the  relij^imis  liberty  which  they  enjoved  then-  and  which  was  denied  them 
in  their  native  land.  His  u  1 1'c.  I^Iiza  Jane  Uarinut.  w  a^  a  daujihtcr  ot  \ii.lr(.\\ 
Barl'oot,  who  with  his  wile  tame  irom  Sccjtlantl,  iier  eUlcst  brother  having 
b«cn  bom  on  the  ocean  en  route  to  America.  In  1848  Samuel  C.  McCaguc 
brought  hi»  wife  and  child  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  on  the  1.  N. 
Cux  farm  one  and  one-half  miles  south  and  a  little  west  of  Ashley,  .\fter 
living  there  two  years  he  si>ld  this  place  and  Ixmt^ht  eiRhty  acres  of  land  one 
mile  west  of  Sedan,  where  his  death  occnirrttl  in  \i^^2,  at  which  fiiiH'  du-  stdv 
ject  of  tins  sketch  was  but  six  year.s  old,  and  the  only  child.  I  he  subject's 
mother  tlian  engaged  in  teaching  school,  which  she  followed  until  ifc'.S.S,  when 
she  became  the  wife  of  Aaron  B.  Smith,  to  which  union  was  l»m  a  son, 
Sanford  S.,  who  died  May  24,  1913.  The  mother's  married  life  continneil 
until  1  S(>H  when,  at  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  came  to  Waterloo  and  made 
that  her  home  for  some  time. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  secured  hi'^  e(hKati«'ii  m  ilic-  districi  -chnols. 
but  in  1H61,  at  the  tjutbreak  of  the  war  of  tiie  kel)ellion.  ins  patiiotic  rervor 
was  aroused  and  though  but  fifteen  years  old  he  tried  to  enlist  to  right  for  the 
Union,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his  ycxith.  He  then  went  to  Iowa  and 
obtained  employment  on  farms  in  Winnesheik  county.  While  in  that  state  be 
attended  school  at  Decorah,  and  there  became  acquainted  with  two  daughters 
of  John  Brown,  the  famous  anti-slaverv  aj^ila^T  <»t  ( )si»watoni!e  At  the 
time  of  the  New  I'lm  massacre  by  ilie  Indians  in  i8t)2.  lie  joined  an  indepen- 
dent military  compjtny  and  went  to  the  assistance  ot  the  settlers  and  was 
present  at  the  capture  of  sax  linndred  Siinix  Indians,  who  were  Kent  to  Daven- 
port. While  on  a  skirmish  Mr.  McCague  was  captured  ami  was  carried  to  a 
gorge,  but  while  the  guard  was  sleeping  he  loosened  himself.  In  so  doing  he 
disturbed  a  dog  widrli  Tie  killnl  with  the  guard's  knife  and  he  then  made  his 
escape.  In  \Hf\\  Mr.  McCafjue  tried  to  enlist  as  a  recruit  in  the  Twelfth 
Iowa  Kcuinuni  \  uhuileer  Itifantrv.  hut  was  ajjiiin  rejected  becau'^e  his 
boyish  api»e:irance.  He  then  returned  to  VVinne.sheik  cmuity  and  aUeTulcd 
school  until  the  spring  of  1864  when  he  enlisted  in  Coni|)any  V,  I'orty-sixth 
Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  a  one-hundred-day  regiment,  with  which 
he  served  his  term,  participating  in  the  l>attles  of  Tupella  and  (iuntou  n  and 
l>einc:  mustered  out  in  August.  1864.  Vfter  receiving  his  <!ischarge  from 
the  army  Mr  MrCajftie  returned  tf>  his  old  honie  near  Ashley.  HeKalb 
cotuitv.  Indiana,  and  during  the  first  winter  here  he  atlendeii  scIkjoI  and  then 
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again  applied  himself  to  farm  work,  later  coming  to  Waterloo  and  here  be- 
ginning his  association  with  machinery,  which  ha?  characterized  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  since.  In  the  spring  of  1865  lu-  went  to  Kendallville  and 
attempted  to  enlist  in  the  army,  but  liaving  gone  first  to  tell  his  mother  of 
his  intentions  he  was  a. day  too  late,  the  orders  having  been  issued  to  enlist 
no  more  men.  At  Waterloo  Mr.  McC^fue  obtained  employment  in  a  planing 
mill  where  he  finally  became  engineer  and  afterwards  ran  engines  at  various 
mills.  He  was  married  in  187 1  and  immediately  afterwards  bought  a  saw 
mill  and  slave  factory  where  he  mannfacfured  staves  for  oil  barrels.  When 
timber  f,'ot  scarce  he  sold  his  slave  macliinery,  but  continued  to  operate  the 
saw  mill,  which,  however,  was  burned  in  1890.  He  then  became  a  practical 
madimist,  bought  tools  and  started  a  machine  shop  in  Waterloo,  north  of 
where  ^  town  hall  is  now  located,  oondueting  this  shop  imtil  1901.  In  1900 
he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  an  eye  by  its  being  pierced  with  a  piece  of 
steel,  while  he  was  working  on  a  boiler.  In  1901  Mr.  ^^cCague  invested 
ei^'ht  hundred  <lol!ar«  in  stock  in  a  new  concern  which  was  orqnnized  to 
manutaeturc  com  buskers  and  he  then  luiued  his  shop  and  machinery  over 
to  the  new  concern  and  Ijecame  machine  shop  foreman  for  two  years.  In 
1903.  his  ability  as  a  machinist  and  engineer  havii^  became  widely  known. 
Mr.  McCague  was  called  upon  to  take  charge  nf  the  machinery  in  the  electric 
light  and  water  plant  of  Waterloo,  and  in  IQ04  he  was  given  full  charge  of 
the  plant  .as  superintendent  and  lia-^  hcUl  tfiat  po-^itifm  tmtf!  the  present  time. 
Fully  qualified  hv  trainint,'  and  rxperitnce  for  this  tni|K)rtant  (Kisitinn  Mr. 
McCague  lias  discharged  his  <lutics  with  promptness  and  with  painsiakmg 
care  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  who  are  familiar  with 
his  work.  In  1881  he  was  gone  for  a  short  time  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  as 
foreman  of  a  band  saw  mill,  and  also  for  a  short  time  ran  a  steamboat  on  die 
Des  Mc^iTH-s  ri\er.  He  afterward  spent  a  year  at  F.vansville.  keeping  *;a\\'-  in 
a  saw  tiiill  in  <;.>.)d  '^liai  e.  a^  hv  was  an  expert  in  that  prticular  line  of  work 
and  rcceiveil  .1  ^'(xul  salarv  for  his  labors. 

In  1871  Mr.  McCague  marne<l  Nancy  .\.  Bowman,  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  ( R<  >rt )  Bowman,  who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  bom  seven  children,  namely:  Charles  A.,  an 
engineer  on  the  T^ke  Shore  railroad,  and  \yh<'  Vw  vs  at  I'lkluart.  married 
Lillian  I^illlps,  and  they  have  one  son.  James  P. ;  Nellie  A.  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  vears;  Fdward  Pnrvis  marrie<l  Rilla  Wwcotner.  to  which  imion  was 
born  a  daughter.  Irene,  and  he  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  Blanche 
C.  is  the  wife  of  F.miuetl  K.  Co.n,  «)f  WatcrltKC  F.ston  B..  who  lives  two  miles 
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-west  oi  Butlrr  on  a  famt,  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  and  he  muTu4  Qara 

Hnnes ;  Eugene  J.,  who  married  Dessie  Greenwood,  died  in  1907  at  tile  age 
of  twenty-seven  years;  Minnie  1.  died  at  the  age  (►f  twelve  years. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  McCagtie  is  a  member  of  the  !•  rt- e  and  Aa  i  i  ii.'d 
Masons,  having  [xissed  througli  all  the  cliair.s  and  serving  as  worshiptul 
master  of  his  lodge.  He  also  belongs  to  the  (trand  Army  of  the  Republic 
and  here  enjoys  the  association  with  other  veterans  of  the  btc  war.  He  has 
taken  a  de^  interest  in  local  affairs  and  has  served  four  terms  as  a  member 
of  the  town  board.  In  1872  Mr.  McCague  built  a  fine  home  in  the  northeast 
part  rtf  \\'atcrl<)().  where,  tni  n  larj^e  lot.  which  has  l)een  beautified  in  every 
resixrct  with  large  bctls  of  flowers  ami  fancy  shrubbery,  he  has  erected  a  beau- 
tiful home  heated  by  furnace,  lighted  by  electricity  and  with  water  through- 
out the  house»  his  home  as  regards  beauty  and  convenience  comparinff  favor* 
ably  with  any  home  in  Waterloo.-  Mrs.  McCague  is  passionately  fond  of 
flowers  and  spends  much  of  her  time  ir  the  care  of  them,  in  which  she  has 
met  with  mnch  snrce'^s  Mr.  McCague  is  probably  as  ver.salile  in  his  mechan- 
ical ahihty  as  aTi\  man  in  (In's  IfKrality,  heincf  not  only  ;m  e\|)<Tt  electrician, 
hut  a  good  all-around  machinist,  an  exjiert  plumber  and  an  experienced  sjiw 
man,  besides  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  steam  engineer.  He  is  a  close 
student  of  practical  mechanics  and  is  a  deep  reader  on  a  wide  variety  of  sub- 
jerts,  being  able  to  converse  intdligently  on  many  themes  which  ordinarily 
do  not  interest  the  average  man.  He  has  passe<l  through  a  varied  and 
strenuous  career  in  many  respect";,  being  able  to  recite  some  verv  interestinq^ 
e.x[»criences  and  narrow  escape^,  Imt  is  entireh-  ni(Kk>t  and  una>siunin^'.  caring 
nothing  for  praise  or  public  applause,  and  he  possesses  to  an  emment  degree 
those  qualities  of  claracter  which  beget  friendship,  and  in  this  locality  where 
he  has  resided  for  many  years  he  has  earned  the  high  regard  of  all  who 
faiow  htm. 


W.  L.  HLAJK. 

It  is  with  a  great  degree  of  satisfaction  that  we  advert  to  the  life  of 
one  who  has  made  a  success  in  any  vocation  reqiiirin<^  definiteness  of  purjxise 
and  determined  action.  Such  a  life,  wlutlier  it  l>e  one  oi  ))rosaic  endeavor  or 
radical  accomplishment,  abounds  in  valuable  lesson  and  incentive  to  those 
who  have  become  discouraged  in  the  fight  for  recognition  or  to  the  youth 
whose  future  is  undetermined.  During  a  long,  strenuous  and  honorable 
career  W.  L.  Blair,  one  of  the  substantial  and  representative  citizens  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


5^4 


DBKALB  COUmry,  INIMANA. 


DeKalb  county,  has  directec!  his  energies  and  taltnts  toward  iht  goal  of 

success  in  this  I(x:ahty  and  by  patient  continuance  has  won.  fiml  is  now  num- 
J»crcd  among  the  worthy  and  substantial  farniers  of  Wilmington  township. 
The  subject  hears  the  distinction  of  l)cing  the  oldest  resident  of  DeKalb 
county,  he  liavtng  resided  here  continuously  for  f«venty-eight  years,  and 
being  the  only  survivor  among  a  family  of  thtr^r-five  relatives. 

\V.  L.  l?lair  was  born  in  Portage  county.  Ohio,  Oil  November  27,  183 J, 
a  son  of  John  and  Man^aret  <  Douglas)  Hlair.  who  niove<l  to  DeKalb  county 
in  1835.  settling  in  Concord  township,  at  which  tinu-  there  wero  hut  nine  fam- 
ilies in  the  county,  seven  of  whom  were  located  in  Concord  township.  1  lie 
Indiana  were  frequent  visitors  at  thetr  home  and  at  one  time  the  subject's 
sister  turned  an  empty^  barrel  over  him  while  she  ran  to  the  field  to  tell  the 
men  of  the  approach  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Blair  was  reare<l  to  the  life  of  a 
pionrrr  and  early  began  assisting  in  the  anhions  labors  of  clearing  the  land, 
his  educational  privileges  I  cing  \ery  limited.  t  he  first  school  iit  attended 
was  taught  by  Rev.  Benjanun  Alton  m  a  log  house  on  land  now  occupied 
by  Giristian  Curie.  Mr.  Blair  is  descended  from  a  sturdy  line  of  ancestors, 
his  parents  having  been  natives  respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  were  the  i>arents  of  nine  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Jane  Notcstine. 
deceased;  Douglas,  deceased;  Mrs  Samantha  Dragoo.  deceased:  Hiram,  de- 
ceased; Lucius  J  .  deceasetl:  William  I...  the  .subject  (»f  this  sketch,  and  Hen- 
jamin,  John  ami  Carhn.  who  are  deceased.  The  land  which  the  subject's 
father  entered  in  DeKalb  county  is  that  now  occupied  by  the  present  site  of 
St.  joe.  and  there  the  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  years.  He  has 
always  devoted  his  activities  t<»  agricultural  luirsnit^.  and.  owing  to  his  per- 
sistent imlustry.  sound  husines-.  methiKls  .nnd  careful  atleniion  to  the  con- 
servation of  the  soil  and  other  practical  features  of  snrre'^'ifnl  agricnUure. 
he  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  a  splendid  reputation  anmng  his  fellow 
fanners.  He  owns  thirty  acres  of  land  near  the  town  of  Butler,  im  to  which 
he  moved  in  1865.  and  during  the  long  period  of  his  residence  liere  he  has 
continuously  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  comiuunity. 

Mr.  Blair  has  been  tw  ice  married,  first  in  |S5()  to  .\ni\  \Mrich.  to  which 
tini<'Ti  were  horn  two  ehilrlren  Corwin  W..  of  (iary,  Indiana,  and  Mrs  Lena 
C«)To.rau.  iii  .Michigan.  .Mr.  I'lair's  second  uni<in  was  to  Mary  L.  Hall,  the 
daughter  of  J.  C.  and  .\bigail  fXorris)  HalJ,  natives  of  Xew  Hampshire. 
Mr.  Blair  has  reached  an  advanced  age.  heaven  having  lengthened  out  his 
life  until  he  haslieen  permitted  to  witness  the  vicissitudes  of  the  nK»st  remark' 
able  e|x)ch  in  the  vvorld  s  Inisint and  inventive  hist«ir\.  in  .ill  oi  w  liich  he 
has  been  an  interested  spectator.   There  is  nu  doubt  bttt  tliat  hi>  long  life  has 
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bctn  406  to  bis  tItetSag  chtnctcr,  his  conservative  habits  and  his  pitt« 
thinking.  He  is  even  tempered,  patient,  tantfuAooAy  honest  in  all  the  tdations 

of  life,  hospitable  and  charitable,  his  many  kindly  deeds  being  actuated  solely 
from  bis  largeness  of  heart  rather  than  from  any  desirt"  to  g-ain  the  approval 
of  {^audits  of  his  fellow  men.  In  all  that  constitutes  tnie  inanhfxxi  and  goix] 
citizenship  he  has  been  a  worthy  exaiupk  and  none  stands  higher  than  he  in 
the  esteem  and  conlidciKe  of  ^  circles  hi  which  he  moves.  . 


JOHN  H.  Lli.\SUKE. 

Speci6c  mention  h  made  in  the  following  paragraphs  of  one  of  the 

worthy  citizens  of  DeKalb  county.  Indiana — one  who  has  figured  and  is  still 
<  an  active  ]>nrtjofpant  in  the  'splendid  commercial  |)ros|>erity  which  characterizes 
T-  this  community,  and  who  is  contributing  in  a  deiinite  uieasure  in  his  particular 
.  sphere  of  action  to  the  growth  of  the  locality  and  to  the  advancement  of  its 
fiest  mterests.  Karnest  purpose  and  tirdess  energy,  combined  wtQi  niatnre 
judgment  and  everyday  cotnmon  sense,  have  been  among  his  most  prominent 
characteristics  and  he  has  merited  the  respect  and  esteem  which  are  accorded 
him  by  all  who  know  him. 

John  H.  Leasure  was  bom  in  Savannah,  Asliland  county,  Ohio,  on  July 
26,  1649,  Lovengar  and  Eleanor  (Hayes)  Leasure.   In  1852  the 

famHy  moved  to  Aiibum,  Indiana,  where  fae  secared  a  limited  education  in- 
the  public  schools,  which,  however,  has  been  liberally  supplemented  tbroi^ 
the  years  by  much  reading  and  habits  of  close  observation.  At  an  early  age. 
the  stihject  was  ap])renticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  <ho«'niaking.  that  being  a 
period  when  most  lwx>ts  and  !«hoes  were  made  by  hand  to  order.  He  worked 
at  that  trade  for  eight  years,  then  accepted  employment  as  a  clctk  in  a  hard- 
ware store  at  Aubtim.  About  1895  Mr.  Leasure  moved  to  Angola,  where  he 
remained  most  of  the  time  up  to  1900.  in  which  year  he  returned  to  Auburn 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  oti  his  own  account.  Subsafuently  he, 
with  W.  H.  McOiii'^ton  and  Harry  Swarts,  organized  the  Atibum  Hardware 
Company,  with  the  intention  of  opening  a  new  store.  .\l  that  time  the  John 
L.  Davis  estate  was  being  closed  up  and  his  old  estaWished  store  was  offered 
for  sale.  The  subject  and  his  associates  bought  the  store  and  ran  it  for  two 
years,  when  Mr.  Leasure  and  his  wife  and  son  bot^t  the  interests  of  Messrs. 
McQtliston  and  Swarts  and  thus  l>ecanie  sole  owners.  This  business  has 
prospered  under  the  wise  management  of  Mr.  Leasitre  and  is  now  one  of 
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the  principal  mercantile  establishments  of  Aul)i)in.  oomnmdii^  « latgK  adds 

constantly  increasing  trade  through  this  section  of  the  country.  .\  large 
and  well  selected  stork  i-*  carried,  consisting  of  .^slielf  and  heavy  hardware, 
paints,  stoves  and  other  lijjes  usually  carried  in  an  up-to-date  store  of  the  kind. 

pi|- December  30,  i«So.  John  H.  Leasure  was  niarcied  to  Ljida  Powers. 
wko>  was  bom  near  Greensbui^g,  Indiana,  the  daughter  of  Jonathaii  and  Maiy 
(Hood)  Powers,  and  who  is.  mentioned  more,  fully  elsewhere  in.  this  work:. 
To  this  union  h;i\e  l)een  born  two  (Iiildrcn.  namely:  Flossie  is  the  wife  of 
Harry  M.  Riclnvine,  of  Atihitni,  ;ind  they  have  one  child,  Helen  M arcfuerite : 
J.  Kent  is  a  medical  student  in  the  Indiana  State  University,  at  lilouniington. 

Politically,  Mr.  Leasure  gives  his  suppbrt'dd  the  Democratic  party,  while 
fraternally  he  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  ICnights  of  Pythias.  Hi» 
rfeligibas'iiiteiBershifi  \r(  \vith  the  Presbyterian  church,  tt^'whfclt  h^<^>nfc  his 
earnest  support.  Tn  all  the-  rclatinits  of  life  he  has-been  a  man  am^nq:  tiitnf 
and, 'iWaii^e  of  In^  lii^jh  character  and  earnp-i  life;  he  merH9-the  €unfid4ince>- 
and  gbod  will  which  he  an  jap,  4u  the  ct>ninnmit\-.         '  •        •  t 

-ft  '/      1  iiV>.vJ'i.       11'  ho*  'tUlkUt         f  I   V.  -    .■  'i  ,  '  '  .-,.{.;<:• 

-.rrr:-.m   ini*.-         '  r       ^ .'  '-<..«     .  ifi.-,    '  n,  ■     "  -  i 

•    -•S.'t1-!«>  f-f.  •  ;  vrf-rt  .  ..    .  .  .        ...  . 

*^,L ..    ■     r.-        JACOB  LUTZ^  .  !  '  . 

.  ■    -    I.  J 

,  The  character  of  »  eoinmunity  i»  d^ermiaed  in  a  large,  measur^  ,b}-  the 
Iwts  of  a  wtnparatively  lew  of  its- membei;a.   If  its  moral  and  inteilectual 

standard  be  gix>d.  if  it^  re|xitatioii  for  the  integrity  of  its  citizens  .ha;^  cx- 
tcnrlcfl  into  axlwr  localities,  if  will  l»e  fouiul  that  the  staiKlard  set  bv  the  lead- 
ing tiieit.iut;*  been  iugh,  atid  tlu'ir  niriuencc  sucli  as  to  mold  the,  characters  .md 
shape  the  lives  of  those  with  whom  the)  mingle.  Placing  the  late  Jaqoli  Lut^ 
in  the-  frdnt  -rank  with  &uch  men.  justice  is  rendered  a  biogra|4ncal  f|ict 
universally  reot^iaied.  throughout  the  kxality  long  honored  by  his  citizen- 
ship. Although  a  <)nitt  and  unassuming  man.  he  contributed  greatly  to  the 
material  and  tnoral  rulvanccment  of  his  comnnmity,  while  hi'i  admirable 
qiialitirs  uf  lu.id  and  heail  and  tlie  straightforward,  upnglu  course  of  his 
daily  lite  won  tor  him  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  circles  in  which  he 
moved  and  gave  him  a  reputation  for  integrity  and  correct  conduct  such  as 
,  few  achieve,  and.  althot^  he  is  now  '^sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just,"  his 
inrtm  iKi  is  still  living  and  his  memory  is  still  greatly  revered. 

Jacob  Lutz  was  bom  near  Canton,  Stark  county.  Ohio,  on  January  17. 
1H20.  and  was  a  .son  of  Michael  and  .Magdalena  Lutz.  In  i8_>8,  when  about 
seventeen  years  of  age.  he  came  to  DeKalb  county  with  his  parents,  who 
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Jbcstrd  hete  on  a  bam.  His  father  died  about- two  years  aftfcr  thdi*- arrivtf 
here  and  Jacob  and  his  brother  John  became  assistants  to  their  mother  in  the 
clearinfj.  improvement  and  ciihivation  of  the  farm,  and  in  the  protection  and 
cart-  of  the  younger  children.  Mr.  Lntz  devntcd  his  entire  life  to  aijricul- 
tural  pursuits  and  his  farm  in  Grant  township  iKJcame  one  uf  the  most  up-to- 
date  and  productive  in  the  county.  Progressive  and  methodical  in  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  as  well  as  in  the'operation  of  hW  farm,  it  was  hardly  surprisii^ 
that  he  should  achieve  a  splendid  success,  for  he  possessed  trj  a  notable  dc>?ree 
those  qualities"  which  eontrilnitc  to  prosperity  in'ati\  undertaking!  Mr.  Lut;c 
was  at  all  times  actuated  1>y  the  highest  motives  and  so  ordered  his  life' as  \6 
retain  throughout  his  career  here  the  conhdeiice  and  gocxl  will  of  all  who 
knew' hintf,' 'aiid  his  death,  which  occurred  on  Septeniber  22,  1900,  was  cdn- 
stdered  a  <ilstijict  toss  to'fbe  eomnraijity.  Mr.Xutz  was  an  active' aiul'canAe^t 
member  of  the  Reformed  church  from  hoylnjod.  of  which  society  Mrs  l.ntz 
also  a  mt-inhrr.  and  in  everything  llial  atTcrted  tlic  moral,  civic!  material  or 
educational  welfare  of  the  comiminity  he  was  active  in  support  of  the  Ijest 
measures.  .       -  z 

On  Jun^  29,  ^869,  ja«ib  Luta  msirried  Sarah  Hainman,  who  was  bom 
at  Tappati.  Kosciusko  county,  Fndisifta'.  the  daughter  of  Daniel  aiid  Sbpfaia 
( Wolfe)  Hahinsan.  Her  father  formerly  h'ved  in  Columbiana  county.  Ohio, 
httt  subsequently  lx?came  a  resident  for  a  few  years  of  DeKalb  county.  Indi- 
ana, later  nK>\  in£r  to  Knsrtusko.  1  fc  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Sophia  W  olf eV 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Susan  Wolfe.  Her  father  died  when  slie 
was  btit- four  months  old.  and  her  mother  afterward  became  the  wife  Of 
Cieorge  Mull,  who  lived  until  about  1872,  or  imtil  Mrs.  Lutz  was  married. 
After  her  husband's  death.  Mrs.  Mull  came  to  DeKalb  county  and  lived  with 
her  daughter  until  her  death,  which  oceui-red  in  1901  Mrs  Lutz  came  to-  , 
DeKalb  rnntity  two  \ears  prior  to  her  marriage  and  hved  with  her  sistec, 
Mrs.  Robert  N.  Oooks. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lutz  were  born  four  children,  namely:  Allen,  wha 
lives  on  a  farm  at  Clevdand,  T^nessee.  married  Carrie  Barth,  and  they  have 
four  children.  Coral,  Roy,  Ralph  and  Iva;  Laura  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years  ,  William,  who  was  born  in  1874,  lives  on  the  home  place  with  his 
mother;  .Arthur  die<l  on  .\pril  22.  1900.  in  his  twenty-first  year.  In  arldition 
to  these  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lutz  adopted  a  little  girl  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  whom  they  named  Dora,  and  whom  they  raised  the  same  as  they  did 
their  own  children.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Ckirence  Bowman  and  lives  or 
the  old  Bowman  farm  two  miles  east  of  Waterloo.  She  is  the  mother  of  at 
daughter,  Thetma.   The  Lutz  family  have  long  occupied  a  high  position  in 
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the  flocial  ciidM  of  the  eommunity  where  dwy  liv^  and  mn  held  in  high 

e<iteetii  becauce  of  their  eitmmbte  qualities  and  the  part  they  have  piajwd  in 
the  developnient  and  welfare  of  their  county. 


HOWARa..B.  McCOHD. 

The  prosperity  and  i>ubstantial  weltarc  i  a  community  are  in  a  iarge 
meaturc  due  to  the  eoterprise  and  wise  forcsigiu  of  its  business  men.  It 
if  profressive,  wideawake  men  4>f  aSain  tiaX  make  tfie  ml  hictoiy  of  a 
oommunity,  and  their  inAwtaet  in  sbapjai^  and  directing  its  varied  imereiia 
it  dWficidt  to  estimate.  The  wdl  known  gentleman  of  whom  the'  biogra- 
pher  write*,  in  this  connecticm  has  lon^  rankefl  among  the  leading  business  men 
ot  Auburn,  and  it  is  to  such  enterprising  spirits  as  he  that  the  locality  is  in- 
debted for  the  high  position  it  occupies  as  a  center  of  commercial  activity 
and  progreML 

Howard  B.  McCord  wai  bom  en  A|iril  i,  1862,  about  one  mile  south- 
cast  of  Aldwm,  DdCalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  a  son  of  George  S.  aod 
Eliaa  J.  (McQenathan)  McCord.  George  S.  McCord  was  liom  in  I^n- 
caster  countv  Pennsyh  imia,  on  April  13.  1835,  and  on  March  26.  18^1. 
he  married  1  li  'alxth  T  McC  lenathan.  who  continued  his  faithftd  and  loving 
TOmpanion  for  over  thirty-five  years.  Two  years  after  il»c  consummation  of 
this  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCord  came  to  Auburn,  Indiana,  where  they 
Hved  about  six  yean  and  then  moved  to  Fort  Wayne,  this  state,  where 
Mr.  McCord  was  superintendent  of  a  bucket  factory.  In  1875  they  re- 
•  turned  to  Auburn  where  they  made  their  future  home  and  where  Georpe  S. 
resumed  contracting,  which  he  had  followed  here  ])rior  to  his  removal  to 
Fort  Wayne.  Later  he  engage*!  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business 
for  Schaab  Brothers,  and  when  they  eliminated  that  department  from  their 
bu»ness,  Mr.  McCord  went  into  that  line  of  effort  on  his  own  account  and 
continued  in  it  until  hts  death.  He  was  exacting  and  methodical  m  every- 
thing he  did  and  this  characteristic  was  exercise<l  in  the  last  hours  of  his 
illness  when  he  made  a  earefid  preparatvm  nn  !  iIi<]Kv-al  of  his  bu.siness 
affairs  just  lie  woitlfl  were  he  ^-tartin?:  upon  ;t  jimnun'  Morallv  and 
spiritiiallv.  he  was  of  iinhkinishcd  character  and  iia<l  fc»r  many  years  lieen 
ready  for  the  call  whenever  it  might  come.  As  was  said  of  him  by  one  who 
knew  him,  **Not  only  did  he  live  this  in  formal  service  and  devotion,  hot 
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ia  hia  dally  life  it  was  excmiilified/'  He  was  a  skillful  workman,  a  aound 
butinm  man  aatd  made  a  aooceas  of  whatever  he  tamed  his  attetttion  to. 

He  was  a  great  lover  of  nature  and  in  God's  out-of-doors  he  received  his 
greatest  inspirations  aiit!  ktem-sf  irivii^ht  into  spiritual  life.  lie  died  on 
December  22,  1906,  at  the  age  of  seventy  nc  \  ears,  approaching  death  with 
the  calm  serenity  of  a  true  Girtstian,  Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery 
of  his  oouch  abottt  him  and  fies  down  to  pleasant  dreams/" 

Hovrard  B.  McCord  was  reared  in  Auburn  and  in  FcHt  Wayne  and  se- 
cured his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  these  citks.  When  eighteen 
years  old  he  taught  a  term  of  school  and  then  became  a  clerk  in  F.  E. 
Davenport's  drug  store,  which  at  that  time  stood  at  the  comer  of  Eighth 
and  Main  streets,  on  the  site  where  the  City  National  Bank  is  now  located. 
In  July,  1887,  Mr.  McCord  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  drug  store  owned 
bj  Rohbips  &  Son»  he  and  £.  L.  Robbins  continuing  the  business  where  Mr. 
UcCiDrd  is  now.  bt  1897,  Mr  Robbins  retired  and  Mr.  McCord  has  eon> 
tinued  the  business  alone  ever  since.  He  carries  a  large  and  wdl  selected 
stock  of  drugs  ami  druggists'  sundries,  and  for  many  years  has  enjoyed 
his  full  share  of  local  patronage.  He  ha'--  Ikch  successful  in  this  enterprise 
and  has  become  interested  in  other  local  business  concerns,  being  a  stock- 
holder and  director  of  the  Anhum  State  Bank.  In  the  civic  life  of  the  coin- 
munity,  Mr.  McCord  has  long  been  prominent  and  was  a  member  of  the  city 
council  for  two  terms,  beginning  March  26,  igoo,  when  the  city  was  incorpora- 
ted, thus  serving  four  years.  Durit^  his  term  of  ofRce  the  paving  of  streets 
was  begun,  one  of  the  most  marked  improvements  in  its  history.  Mr. 
McCord  was  a  member  of  the  conmiittee  on  revision  of  the  city  ordinances,  a 
change  from  town  to  city  government,  entailing  many  radical  changes  in  the 
governing  ordinances  of  the  mtmicipality,  necessitating  the  collection  of  the 
ordinances  from  a  great  mass  of  other  matter  fai  the  town  reoordi.  This 
work  was  satisfactorily  accomplished  to  the  credit  of  the  committee. 

In  May,  1885.  Mr.  McCord  was  married  to  Tillie  E.  Williamson,  the 
daughter  of  Eli  :uh1  Susjinna  Williamson,  of  Waterb>o,  who  are  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr  ami  Mrs.  Mc(ford  have  l>ccn  l)orn  two  chil- 
dren. V  ictor  \\"..  who  is  in  tlic  drug  store  with  his  father,  and  Dorothy  M., 
who  is  at  home.  Pratemally,  Mr.  McCord  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  belonging  to  William  Hacker  Chapter,  Royal  .Arch  Masons, 
and  also  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  1291.  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  is  a 
dmrter  member,  antl  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  .Mr.  Mc- 
Cnrtl  is  a  pleasant  gentleman,  honest  and  upright  at  all  Umc»  and  he  is  not 
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only  hekl  In  high  esteem  fur  his  'superior  buBtness  ability,  but  for  his  public 
spirited  nature,  wholesome  private  and  personal  life  and  he  is  one  of  DeKalb 
county's  noted  and  influential  men. 

1*  A     ,  :   .-11  -f.  •  • •  .  I     I  .,    ,  , 

.  ;    .    JOHN  GROGG   .  . 

...  jthe.hisiory  qI. DeKalb  county,  as  applymg  to  the  agricultural  interests, 
thiBliani^  of  Jfohn  Grogg  occupies  a  conspicuous  place,  for  through  a  number 
oCy^s^he  has  been  oi^e  of  the  r^re^t^^ive  farmers  of  Grant  township, 
pcogressiye,  enterprising  .and  perseverji|[^.  ...,^9h.q!ualities  always  win  success, 
sooner  or  later,  and  to  Mr.  Grogg  they  l^^ye,, )?rQi\ght  a  satisfactory  reward 
for  his  well  directed  effort,  and  while  he  has  fK-nefited  him.<elf  and  the  com- 
munity in  a  material  way  he  has  also  Jx'cn  an  mriueniial  factor  m  the  educa- 
tional^ political  and  moral  uplift  of  the  cojj^piunity  favored  hy  Ins  residence. 
.. .  John  Grogg  was  born  on  July  j  ,  iS^jJn  i^in  town.shi[),  Stark  couniy, 
Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Grogg,  wh<^..£t^e^fh  ,<*PP|Ba'^  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  JQ||}j^li}  county,  Indiana,  and  was 
reared  on  the  ulil  hniiie  farm,  which  was  j«^9^';^ed  east  of  where  the  comity 
farm  is  new,  and  ihere  lie  lived  until  twenty  f(»ur  years  of  age.  He  assisted 
in  the  early  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  and  during  the  winter  months 
secured  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  After  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  1867,  Mr.  Grogg  came  to  Grant  township,  this 
coun^,  and  located  on  a  part  of  the  farm  that  his  father  had  bought  in  1840. 
Not  an  inch  of  the  land  which  he  secured  liad  been  cleare<l  an<l  he  commenced 
to  (i|>erritf  al"iii;  the  same  line«  which  characterized  the  earlv  pioneers.  The 
tinihei  IkuI  to  ix;  felled,  the  ^tiiiitps  cleared  and  fences  erected,  as  well  as 
other  necessary  improvemeni?..  and  ai  thai  time  there  was  no  road  running 
from  Auburn  to  his  pkKe  worth  mentioning,  the  only  highway  being  a  trail 
which  had  been  cut  around  the  swamps.  Mr.  Grogg  built  a  log  cabin  in  which 
he  made  his  home  until  he  was  able  to  clear  his  land  antl  raise  crops,  from 
which  time  onward  he  was  able  to  livi-  in  ninre  rr>mfonable  circumstances. 
His  present  attractive  residence  was  built  m  1H89.  Mr.  Grogg  is  now  the 
owner  of  eighty-eight  acres  of  good,  tillable  land,  practically  all  of  which  is 
in  cultivation  and  he  follows  advanced  agricultural  methcxls,  rotating  his 
crops  from  year  to  year  in  such  a  way  as  to  maintain  the  fertility  of  the  soil, 
while  the  general  appearance  of  the  pUice  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  good 
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judgment  and  sound  ideas.  During,  the  years  in  which  he  has  resided  in  the 
township  Mr.  Grogg  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  e\'erything  pertaining  to 
the  advancement  of  the  cointnunity  an'l  has  served  as  supervisor  for  twenty- 
six  years,  this  being  a  remarkable  tcstimdnial  to  iiis  ethciency  and  the  satis- 
factory inanner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  official  duties.  In  iht  inaprove- 
meiit  of  the  paUic  roads  he  has  been  especially  intertsted  ^and-  has  changed- 
them  from  the  earfy'day  eordnroy  coitrtmctieM  toias  fine  grmvel  foads  as-caa 
be  found  anywhere  in  the  county, 'anddhe  hfts^ioat  vcasonitOiJbe  pnmd  of .lu% 
Attainments  in  this  line.  -  > 

In  1867  Mr.  (irof^j^  married  (Catherine  Kandel,  wht;  was  bom  in  .\ew 
Bavaria,  Gdruiany,  the  daughter  ot  jacolx  and  Kaliienn«.  kandeLi  in  J^aV 
At  came  wi^  her  paRnts.to.Amcrica,' .vdw'lQaBtfid,  first  al  DifioowOhia^ibut  itf 
i860  came  to  DeKalb  county,  locating-  half  mile  south  of  J^mj^]$  Qonrnrs 
in  Richland  township*  where  they  spent  the;remamder.'of  :lhetr.rda3rC*  cXOiJItfrf 
and  Mrs  (ircj^g  were  born  four  children,  namely :  Daniel- J. i  Ijorn  ini.(868f 
who  a^isists  his  father  on  the  home  farm;  Annie,  who  is  the.' wife  of  Charley 
Zerkle.  of  Waterioo,  has  eight  cliildren.  Ora.  Forrest,  Fond; /ohn  Derwcyl 
(juy,  James  and  Lulu;  Alia  is  the  wife  of  John  Melton,  who  Irves.-^vest  ofc 
Waterioo-  in  Grant  iostmship  and  has  two  children,  Blanche-iiklt  Ednat  Nannie 
!^i|t'home  keeping  house  for  her  father.!-  Mr.  Grogg'slife  has  heen^tiharacter^ 
iked -by  duty  faithfully  performed,  and  in  his  relations  with  hie  fellows  he  ha-^ 
earned  their  favorable  opinion  and  is  numbered  among  therpopalar  and  pub? 
Uc-spirited  citizens  of  his  community.   :  ■  -  :  :l    -    ;  i 

 •      •  ".  'J  •         •    ;•  ' 

.,     .  ' 

,  THOMAS  H.  SPROT T.  

Earnest  labor,  unabating  pcr6evcra.ncc,  good  management  and  a  laudable 
ambition  to  succeed,  these  are  the  elements  that  have  brought  Thomas  H. 
Sprott  prosperity  and  won  for  him  the  good  will  and  respea  of  ail  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  A  nati\  e  of  Auburn.  DeKalb  county,  where 
lie  hr«;t  saw  the  liijht  of  day  on  Scptenil>cr  4.  iS=;o,  he  has  sjient  his  entire 
life  in  his  native  locality  and  is  therefore  well  knnwn  liere.  His  parent"?  were 
Samuel  W.  and  Sarah  J.  (Hav^)  Sprott  Samuel  \V.  Sprott  was  born  in 
Darlington,  Beaver  county,  Penns^vania,  and  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Sprott,  who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Samuel  W.  Sprott  came  to- 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  ni  March,  1836,  walking  the  entire  distance  by  way 
of  Defiance,  Ohio.  He  was  tmmediatdy  successful  in  whatever  be  turned  his- 
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hand  to  here  atid.  his  abilities  and  character  beoominp  raeqgmnd  by  hit  fdlow 

citirens,  in  1H41  ho  became  coiinty  clerk,  cotinty  auditor  and  county  recorder. 
He  held  the  office  of  auditor  for  one  year  and  the  other  two  offices  simultan- 
eously for  ten  years,  in  1855  he  was  again  elected  to  the  office  of  couaty 
clerk,  serving  foitr  years.  He  was  a  man  of  bi^  character  and  strictest  tn- 
tcgriQr  and  during  all  the  period  of  his  residenGe  here  he  enjoyed  to  a  ootiriile 
cacteBt  the  abiohite  eonfidenee  and  esteem  of  the  people  with  whom  he  min- 
gled. Some  time  after  locating  in  Auburn  he  married  Harriet  MiDcr,  who 
died  'ihorth  afterwards,  and  subsequently,  at  Savannah,  Ohio,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sarah  J,  Hays  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Hays.  She 
was  bom  at  Hajnsville,  Ohio,  of  which  town  her  grandiatiici  was  the  founder. 
Mr.  Sprolt  continncd  to  reside  at  Atibum,  loolong  after  his  property  kitcreats 
and  also  engagmg  sgme  extent  in^  agriculture.  From  187a  to  1875  he  en- 
gaged in  the  shoe  business  and  was  postmaster  at  Auburn  in  the  \  rar  18^)7. 
He  died  on  December  14,  1882,  his  wife  having  died  AtJgust  19th  of  the 
previous  war  Thev  left  two  children.  M;irv  W.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Dr.  VV.  H.  Nusbaum,  of  Indianapolis,  and  1  homas  H.,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

Thomas  H.  Sprott  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Auburn,  and  during  his 
yonnger  days  was  engaged  in  surveying  to  some  extent  In  181^  he  engaged 
m  the  shoe  business  in  partnership  with  his  father  and  remained  so  occupied 

until  1875,  when  he  wpnt  into  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business.  In  this 
line  he  has  continued  ever  since,  being  tin-  oldest  now  in  Auburn  who  have 
continuously  engaged  in  that  business  iti  this  county.  Possessing  marked 
business  ability  and  energetic  as  a  hustler  after  business,  it  is  no  wonder  diat 
Mr.  Sprott  has  through  the  years  enjoyed  the  Uirgest  patronage  in  his  line 
.  in  the  county,  and  wherever  he  has  gone  he  has  made  friends,  which  has 
meant  increase  in  business.  ^ 

Mr.  Sprott  married  Abigail  J.  Potter,  of  .Auburn,  the  daughter  of  Tames 
A.  and  Catherine  (Sponsler  )  Potter,  th<  se  parc-iits  bas  ing  conu-  to  this  coimty 
from  Ashland,  Ohio.  The  fallier  was  a  native  of  the  stale  of  New  Jer.sey. 
hut  was  reared  to  manhood  at  Jermnl'frine,  Ohio.  The  Potters  came  first  to 
Adrian,  Michigan,  where  they  lived  a  year  and  then  about  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war  they  came  to  Auburn,  where  Mr.  Potter  engaged  in  the  shoe  trade. 
To  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprott  have  l)een  boni  ff)ur  childun  J.irt  S  .  Pearl  M.. 
Donald  l\  at'd  Kirby  I.,  jarl  S.,  wl  <>  was  born  in  iSSj,  nMrricd  Came  l-ar- 
sen  and  lives  in  Chicago,  where  he  is  city  .salesman  tor  the  licneral  Fire 
Prrtoting  Q»m|>any :  he  has  a  daujGfhter,  Helen  M.    Pearl  M.,  who  is  asMSt- 
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MOt  cashier  in  the  Auburn  State  Banic,  lives  in  Auburn.  Donald  P.,  faom  on 

November  i  r,  1 886,  married  Hasd  M.  Eosley,  is  as^nt  for  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  Wvfs  in  Auburn ;  he  has  three  children,  Thomas 
R  Dfmald  F.  and  Mane  Ahcc;  Kirhy  1.  ,  horn  Inly  7,  iS<vi.  is  employ wd  as 
agent  with  the  United  States  Express  Company  in  Auhum. 

Political^,  Mr,  Sprott  i»  an  Independent  Democrat.  Fraternally*  he 
bdongs  to  Del^Jb' Lodge  No.  214,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  to  Auburn 
Camp  No.  51,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  May,  1902,  Mr.  Sprott  was 
elected  mayor  of  Auburn,  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office  on  Septemlier  1st 
of  that  year,  and  his  administration  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  win  for 
him  the  unqualified  commendations  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Mrs.  Sprott.  who 
moves  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  city,  has  f  or  a  number  of  years  been  a 
prominent  manber  of  the  Ladies*  Literary  Society  and  is  otherwise  active  in 
many  good  works.  Mr.  and  Mr&'-Sprott' both  enjoy 'a  well  deserved  popu- 
larity in  the  tAty  of  thdr  residence  and  are  numhereil  among  its  best  citizens." 


JOHN  KRAUS. 

riie  gentleman  U>  whon)  the  reader'^  attention  is  now  directed  was  nut 
favored  by  inherited  wealth  or  the  assistance  ot  intlueiitial  friends,  but,  in 
spite  of  these,  by  perseverance,  industry  and  a  wise  economy,  lie  lias  attained 
a  comfortable  station  in  life  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout 
his  community  as  a  result  of  the  induictrious  life  he  has  lived  here  (or  many 
years,  l.eing  regarded  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  man  of  sound  business 
principles,  thoroughly  ii|>  to  date  in  all  phases  of  arjricullnre.  and  as  a  man 
who.  while  advancing  his  individual  interests,  does  not  neglect  his  general 
duties  as  a  citizen. 

John  Kraus,  who  owns  a  (tne  little  farm  of  forty-six  acres  in  Grant  town- 
ship. DeKalh  county.  Indiana,  was  bom  on  August  12,  iHfio.  in  Holmes 
county.  Oliiii.  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Catherine  (  l.ndv\ii:  j  Kraus.  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Bavaria,  anrl  the  latter  in  llessr,  f;ennany. 
I'hilip  Kraus  was  a  stfine  ina^csn  by  trade,  and  when  the  siibjeet  oi  thi>  sketch 
was  but  one  year  old  the  family  moved  to  .S|)eiiccr  county.  Indiana,  where 
the  mother  died  when  John  was  but  nine  years  old,  leaving  three  sons.  At 
this  time  the  father  and  his  sons  came  to  Auburn.  Indiana,  where  he  obtained 
work  at  stone  masonry,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  still  recalls  his  boy- 
hood days  when  he  a.ssisted  his  father  in  that  wofk.  .  In  imj  his  father 
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married  Mary  Schaal,  who  as  best  she  could  became  a  mother  to  the  orphan 
bovs.  her  effort?  heinpf  appreciated  hy  them  nn'!  during  all  tlu-  subsequent 
yt'ATh  she  enjoyed  their  confidence  and  hij^hesi  regard.  She  was  born  m 
.April.  1833,  in  Germany,  and  was  residing  at  Toledo  just  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Kraiis.  She  was  twice  married  prior  to  her  union  with  Mr. 
Kraus,  having  first  married  a  man  named  Schearer,  by  whom  she  had  a 
daughter,  Eva.  who  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  F.  Long,  ex-couiii>  clerk  of 
I^eKalb  county,  aiu!  now  residing  at  Butler  After  Mr.  Si  hearer  s  death 
she  became  the  w  iff  of  a  Mr.  Detch.  She  is  now.  at  the  age  of  ciglily  years, 
making  her  lionie  with  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1870  tlic  Kraus  family 
moved  to  the  Sprott  farm  and  two  years  later  moved  to  where  the  subject 
now  lives,  in  sections  seventeen  and  eighteen.  Grant  township,  where  the 
father  died  when  John  was  but  fourteen  years  old.  From  the  age  of.  eleven 
years  the  latter  liad  fieen  compelled  tn  practicnllv  earn  own  way.  working 
i»ut  at  farm  labor  and  other  eniployiiuiit  and  at  the  ai;c  f>f  twenty-nne  he 
took  up  his  residence  on  the  home  farm,  tt)  the  operation  of  which  he  has 
devoted  himself  continuously  since.  Though-  his  farm  comprises  but  forty- 
six  acres,  it  is  so  well  managed  and  cultivated  that  he  derives  a  greater  profit 
from  it  than  many  do  from  mucli  larger  acreage.  He  is  thoroughly  up  to 
date  in  his  ideas  as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of  crops. 
keei)s  in  tf>itch  with  twctititih-century  tbei>ric-.  ami  piaetice  in  agriculture, 
and  the  well  kept  apjiearance  of  his  place  bfspeaks  him  to  l>e  a  man  of  gtxxl 
judgment  and  excellent  taste.  Thuugh  deprived  in  his  boyhood  of  the  oppor- 
tunities for  an  education  which  he  should  have  had,  he  has  by  much  reading 
and  close  observation  Iwcome  a  well-informed  man  and  is  able  to  intelligently 
discuss  all  the  leading  'jmstions  of  the  day.  He  still  retains  the  habit  of 
rea<ling  w  iiich  he  f  >rmeti  years  ago  ami  in  his  home  are  found  many  of  the 
be.^l  Ixtok.s  oi  the  da\. 

On  Septaiiber  1,  1885,  Mr.  Kraus  married  Jennie  Monger,  wlm  was 
iioni  at  Avitla.  Nohle  county.  Indiana,  the  daughter  of  Sebastian  and  Mary 
(Zonker)  Monger,  the  father  being  a  native  uf  Bavaria,  and  her  mother  liom 
in  Seneca  county.  Ohio.  They  were  nwrried  in  the  Buckeye  state  and  came 
to  Indiana  together,  locating  in  N'oble  county,  where  the\  lived  the  remainder 
of  their  days,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  the  mother 
when  seventy -.seven  years  of  age.  Sebastian  .Monger  was  a  carinrnter  and 
builder  by  vocation,  living  on  a  farm  which  was  operated  by  his  son.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kraus  have  been  bom  the  following  children:  Gertrude  died 
at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  years:  Ralph  W'atterson.  who  <lied  at  the  age 
of  three  years  and  seven  months  of  scarlet  fever ;  Charles  A.,  a  painter,  whit 
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was  born  on  June  12,  1886;  Edward  J.,  born  on  S^tember  1887,  is  at 
lioine;  Agnes  Cathcrin.',  born  January  12,  1889;  Frances  A.,  bom  January 

13,  1894,  and  Florence,  bom  October  7,  1897. 

Politically.  Mr.  Kraiis  is  an  earnest  Republican,  liavin^  long  taken  a 
dccj)  interest  in  i)ubiic  alfairs,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  office.  Though 
his  daily  occupation  does  not  bring  him  much  into  public  life,  he  is  unusually 
well  acquainted  throughout  the  county  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a  member  of  the  township  advisory  board,  dis- 
cluirgiiif,'  tlu-  (lutifs  of  this  jwsition  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  One  of  his  vivid  rccolicctiuns  is  that  of  the  last  important  trial  in 
the  old  court  house,  whicli  was  the  Miller  murder  case.  He  was  on  the  jury 
and  was  confined  with  his  colleagues  six  long  weeks  under  charge  of  a  bailiff 
day  and  night.  Religiously,  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
rhurch.  Because  of  his  success  and  genuine  worth,  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  who  know  htm. 


BYRON  LEAS. 

The  best  history  01  a  coinnumity  or  state  is  the  one  tliat  deals  most  with 
the  hves  and  activ  ities  of  its  people,  especially  of  those  who.  by  their  own  en- 
deavor and  indomitable  energy,  have  fot^ged  to  the  front  and  placed  them- 
selves where  they  deserve  the  title  of  progressive  men.  In  this  brief  review 
win  be  found  the  record  of  one  who  has  achiov  r<l  ;i  career  «if  marked  success 
in  agricultural  aiTair>  and  a  name  whicli  all  wlm  kni>\v  hiiu  delight  to  honor 
owing  to  hh  upright  life  ami  habits  of  thrift  and  industry. 

Byron  I.,eas,  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Grant  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  was  born  on  October  6,  1873.  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides  just  west  of  Waterloo.  He  is  the  son  of 
Obediah  Leas,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  he  was  reared 
on  the  home  farm,  securing  his  '•ducation  in  the  public  schools  «>f  tlu  com- 
niunitv  Since  marria^t-,  whicli  «>cctirrftl  in  iS<)5,  Mr.  Leas  has  ixni 
farniiiit;  on  his  <"\vii  aot  ouiU  on  the  farm  wln  ri.'  lu'  now  lives  which  was  >)\\  nc(l 
by  his  father  and  wliere  he  has  resided  coiuinuously  f(»r  forty  years.  His 
place  comprises  one  hundred  acres,  the  east  line  of  which  is  only  a  fourth  of 
a  mile  from  the  corporation  tine  of  Waterloo,  and  a  splendid  gravel  road  ex- 
tends across  his  farm.  The  beautiful  and  attractive  home,  surrounded  by 
graceful  and  shapely  shade  trees,  the  large  and  commodious  bams  and  other 
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necessary  outbuildings  which  are  all  kept  in  first  c]n^^  condition  attest  to  the 
sound  business  judgment  anti  *«xrellfiU  tastv  of  the  *>wncr.  Mr  Le:i>  has 
achicverl  a  creditable  success  as  a  farmer  among  his  fellow  agriculturists 
he  enjoys  a  splendid  and  well  deserved  reputation. 

In  1895  Mr.  Leas  was  united  in  marriage  to  Otie  Jones,  who  was  bom 
and  reared  in  Grant  township,  a  daughter  of  John  Wesley  and  Sarah  (  Plum) 
JoneSk  who  are  mentioned  on  another  page  in  this  work.  Fraternally,  Mr. 
T.eas  is  a  mrmhi  r  of  the  Knights  t)f  Pythias,  in  the  workin^^  of  which  order 
he  takes  a  live  interest  Characterized  by  breadth  <}{  wisdom  and  stron^j 
individuality  and  in  all  his  enterprises  actuated  l»y  noble  motives  and  liigh 
resolves,  Mr.  I.«as'  succera  and  achievement  represent  the  results  of  the  profier 
utilization  of  innate  talent  in  directing  his  efforts  along  those  lines  where 
sure  judgment  hjis  led  the  way.  Although  he  is  too  Inisy  a  man  to  devote 
much  time  to  political  matters,  ytt  he  can  always  be  <le|iendetl  ujvon  tn  K-nd 
his  influence  and  support  to  all  worths'  movements  n'hether  t>olitical  or  other- 
wise that  have  fur  their  object  the  betterment  and  ui)lntil«ling  of  his  com- 
munity. 


WALTER  W.  MOUNTZ. 

The  office  of  biography  is  not  to  give  voice  to  a  man's  nuxlest  estimate 
of  himself  and  his  accomplishments,  but  rather  to  leave  upon  the  record  the 
verdict  establishing  his  character  by  the  consensuH  of  o|>ini(in  011  the  part  of 
his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  The  life  of  the  luHKtrable  subject  of  this 
review  has  been  such  as  to  elicit  just  |>raise  from  thuse  wlm  know  him  hc^t. 
owing  to  the  fnct  that  he  has  always  been  loyal  to  liust>  iiajv^eti  upon  ium 
and  has  been  upnyhi  111  iiis  dealings  v\ith  bis  fellow  men,  at  tiie  same  lime 
lending  his  stipport  to  the  advancement  of  any  canse  looking  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community  at  large. 

Walter  \V.  Mountz,  who  is  the  present  efllrient  city  clerk  and  city  col- 
lector of  (iarrelt,  Indiana,  was  1)Om  on  July  10.  1886.  at  ()verbr(M>k,  Kansas. 
He  is  the  .soti  of  I  raiui'^  Henrv  rind  nella  fStnithl  Mfitnt/,  Ixuli  ,,f  whom 
were  natives  of  .Sttiilaii  county,  huliaiia.  and  wh<*se  re>pective  parents  came 
from  Pennsylvania,  their  fathers  being  Jonas  Mount/-  and  Amos  Smith, 
natives  of  the  old  Keystone  stale  and  of  T'ennsytvania  (tennan  stock. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  Francis  H.  Mtmntz  moved  to  Kansas,  locating  in 
1884  on  a  farm  there,  where  he  remained  until  180-',  when  the  family  moved 
to  Garrett.  Indiana,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Mountz  iMuight  the  old  J<>lm 
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L.  Davis  hardware  store.  He  continued  the  business  until  1904,  when,  in 
September,  he  sold  out  and  thereafter  lived  a  retired  Ufe  until  his  death  from 
apoplexy,  which  occurred  in  Oeceniher,  igii,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  yiars. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  now  hvcs  in  darrett.  Mr.  Moiituz  wa* 
wdl  known  tfarougboat  this  coaiimmity  and  was  promment  in  civic  ailBairs, 
having  served  as  superintendent  of  street  paving  and  fmUic  improvements. 
He  was  city  coiuicilnuui  for  two  years,  1901  to  1903,  and  was  president  of 
the  DeKalb  Building  and  Loan  \ssnciation  several  years.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  horn  three  children,  Walter  W.,  the  immediate  stihjcct  of  this- 
>>ket(li;  Mrs.  Dessa  Barre,  of  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  Russell,  who 
lives  at  home. 

Walter  W.  Mounts  received  his  education  in  the  Garrett  puUic  schools 
and  during  the  latter  years  of  his  school  period  he  worked  in  his  father's 
hardware  store.    In  h)<>5,  Mr.  Mountz  went  to  St.  Louis  and  entered  the 

employ  of  the  Simmons  Hardware  fmnpany,  hut  a  year  later  he  resigned 
and  took  a  position  a?  storekeeper  and  time  keeper  for  the  l?alftniore  X-  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  at  Ciiicago.  In  1907.  he  went  to  Denver  in  the  ciujiloy 
of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad,  but  six  months  later  he  was  employed 
as  material  clerk  with  the  Rock  Island  railroad,  being  located  at  Goodland,. 
Kansas.  In  1908  Mr.  Mounts  came  to  Garrett,  Indiana,  and  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  salesman  with  the  T^igh  Hunt  clothing  store,  where  he  remained  two- 
years,  or  tmttl  hi'^  election  as  city  clerk,  which  onice  he  .i<;cnmed  on  January  i. 
1910,  being  re  elected  in  to  succeed  hiins.  lf  Hir  term  of  fo«ir  vears 

beginning  January  i,  i<)i4,  witiiout  any  opposition,  he  being  chosen  for  a 
aeaoad  term.  He  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  this  office  and  has  so  conducted  the  affairs  of  the  position 
as  to  meet  the  unqualified  endorsement  of  his  follow  citizens. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mounts  is  a  stanch  su])porter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  taken  prominent  part  in  political  affairs  He  sen*ed  as  precinct 
committeeman  of  the  sixth  precinct  and  al-^o  chairman  of  precinct  com- 
mitteemen of  Keyser  township  in  iyi2,  and  in  tiie  ^anie  year  he  was 
secretary  of  the  Wilson-Marshall  Club.  Fraternally  he  is  a  uiemlier  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  In  the  last  named  bod\  In  has  sc  rved 
as  recording  and  financial  secretary  since  June.  TQon.  Mr.  Mountz  is  a 
very  hnsv  man.  for  in  addition  tn  his  ofhcial  position  as  tity  clerk,  he  also 
serves  as  city  collector  and  is  secretary  of  the  financial  board  of  the  citv.. 

(37) 


Digitized  by  Google 


578  iwKAnir  •  couwTV;  'ihma»m. 

-Since  January,  iqu,  he  has  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Garrett  library  btiard, 
and  has  rendcrerl  valuable  assistance  in  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  the  librarv. 

On  July  io.  lyoy.  Mr.  Mountz  married  I.nht  Matirer.  whn  died  on 
July  29,  1910,  and  on  Atigust  4,  1912,  he  whs  united  in  marriage  to  Myrtle 
Osborne,  of  Kendallville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mountz  move  in  the  best  sodal 
cirdes  of  Garrett,  and  are  very  poinilar  among  their  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Moiinte  is  a  nian  of  stanch  integrity  of  character  and  possesses  to  an  emi- 
nent dejin^  thosHT  (|Malitie.<t  which  make  and  retain  friendship. 


SIMON  A.  diu;ari>. 


All  credit  is  due  a  man  \vh(»  w  ins  success  and  by  l)er^i^lency  and  energy 
gams  a  competence  and  a  position  of  honor  as  u  man  and  citizen.  The  record 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  such  a  man,  for  he  came  to  DeKalb 
county  in  the  days  of  her  rapid  growth  and  here  worked  out  his  way  to  defi- 
nite success  and  intleix-ndence.  He  c|uickly  adapted  liimscif  to  the  conditions 
which  he  foimd  here  and  has  lalK>rcd  so  ron»;ecutive!v  and  effectively  tliat  he 
is  now  hehl  in  high  rcgur<l  l>y  all  wIhj  kn*>\v  him,  liaving  here  mainuimcd  hi^ 
home  since  1859. 

Simon  A.  Dilgard  was  bom  in  Ashhuid  county,  Ohio,  on  Augnst  18. 
1854.  and  is  the  son  of  Keuben  and  Lovina  (Shaffer)  Dilganl.   Reuben  [>i]- 

^rd  was  bf>rn  in  i^ehigh  county.  Pennsylvania,  on  l'"ebruary  28.  1822,  and 
was  the  son  of  Jacob  Dilgard.  whose  father  was  a  native  of  Paris,  France,  and 
who  came  to  America  in  his  youth.  I)eing  reare<l  by  a  (ierman  family  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  lie  became  first  a  mountaineer  teamster  and  later  a  miller. 
VV'hcn  fifteen  years  of  age  Reuben  Dilgard  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
being  one  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  it  is  a  note- 
worthy fact  that  of  this  family  the  father  and  all  seven  boys  learned  and  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  milling.  In  Ohio  Reuben  Dilgard  married  luivina  Shaffer 
»)t)  March  10,  1846.  the  wedding  ocmrring  at  lu-r  ]»arent<"  home  near  I-<ni- 
<lcnville,  .Ashland  county.  Lovina  Shaffer  \va-  a  dauf^litcr  nt  Simon  and 
Kel>ecca  (Kinnard)  Shaffer,  the  latter's  father  having  k-en  a  native  of  Lon- 
don, England,  who,  in  early  childhood,  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
America.  Soon  after  landing  in  America,  while  crossing  a  frozen  river,  the 
ke  broke  and  the  parents  were  thrown  into  the  water  and  drowned,  an  Irish 
woman  rescuing  and  rearing  the  lad,  who  grew  to  maturity  and  became  the 
father  of  Rebecca,  Mrs.  Shaffer.  She  had  an  uncle,  General  George,  in  the 
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War  of  thf  Revolution,  and  others  of  the  family  ^a^e  |^(«p,no^cid. for,,thejr 
coiirajje  and  patricHisni.  After  Rettfjen  Dili^'ard's  marriripr  iti  Olito,  lit'  live*! 
there  until  October,  1859,  when  he  came  to  DeKalli  count),  Indiana,  and 
located  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  7.  Grant  township,  v\hich,at 
dat  time  wzs  covered  by  a  dense  fwest,  not  a  slide  of  timber  having  heen  cttt. 
Though  some  other  land  had  been  bought  in  the  neighborhood,  but  littk  of  it 
had  been  at  that  time  improved.  Here  Mr.  Dilgard  entered  bravely  upon  the 
task  of  clearinj,'  and  tntproving  the  land  in  true  pioneer  fashion,  and  here  he 
and  his  wife  lived  the  rest  of  their  lives.  They  were  the  parents  <\{  fmw  eliil- 
dren,  two  daii^fhters  uiul  two  snn^,  the  former  dvin^  in  infancy  in  Ohio.  1  he 
boys  were  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  a  broilicr,  W  illiam,  who  was  born  on 
August  28,  1850.  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  unmarried.  Reuben 
Dilgard  died  on  July  27,  1896,  and  the  mother,  who  was  bom  May  11,  1824. 
died  on  August  17,  1891. 

Simon  A.  Dil^rd  has  spent  all  his  life  since  coming  to  Indiana  <>n  the 
ongmal  fann  excejitinir  alioul  three  years  s|>ent  in  New  Mi'.\ic<»,  dating  from 
March,  ic/k^.  He  has  heen  active  during  all  these  years  and  acquired  a 
competency  so  that  during  the  later  years  nf  his  life  be  hsis  been  enabletl  Ut 
spend  a  good  deal  of  his  time  in  travel.  He  and  his  ston  together  own  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  one  piece  and  his  son's  wife  also  owns  a 
■quarter  section  of  land  atljoinini;  in  New  Mexico  only  a  few  rods  from  the 
old  and  historic  'santa  !\  trail  Mr  Dilgaril  ha>  seen  a  jjftod  <Ieal  nf  fn»ntier 
life  durinfj  his  trav  els.  ha\  uv.,'  conic  in  contact  with  the  Imlian.s  and  the  old 
trails  and  Indian  butiic  grounds,  which  he  has  closely  observed,  and  luis  also 
witnessed  many  strange  customs  among  the  border  tribes.  For  a  time  he 
operated  a  flour  mill  at  .\nbiim.  btit  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1905. 

On  February  3,  187ft.  Simon  Dilgard  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza 
(io(Klwin,  who  was  horn  in  Smithfield  township,  this  county,  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Susanna  (Kiefer)  (i<K)dwin.  Daniel  (io<Klwin  was  horn  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  on  October  2.  1824.  and  was  the  son  of  David  and  Katherine 
(jixMlwin  I!e  came  to  DeKalb  loiintv  in  iH.;^.  His  wife,  Susanna  Kiefer, 
was  bom  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  21.  1828,  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Catlwrine  (Smith)  Kiefer.  She  was  married  on  Ap^il  20. 
1855,  and  came  at  once  to  DeKalb  county,  living  in  SniithfieM  township. 
Daniel  Goodwin  died  cm  July  4.  K)(K),  and  Mrs.  (io<Klwin  is  still  residin;..'  in 
Smithfield  township,  where  she  enjoys  the  rc^.pect  ni  all  wlio  know  her 
Daniel  Goodwin  was  twice  marrie<l,  his  first  wife  living  hut  a  short  time  after 
their  marriage.    Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  S.  Barron,  a  native  of  Ashland 
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county,  (^o,  vriiere  their  marriage  occtured  on  June  28,  1850.    She  w  as  the 

mother  of  two  sons,  Philemon,  born  May  14,  1851,  in  Ohio,  and  Henry,  bom 
in  Indiana  on  .Sci)I(.'nil)er  jo.  1854.  Fhc  mother  (.)f  these  children  was  bom 
in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  on  August  j,  1830,  and  died  on  September  ^4,  1854. 
Daniel  Goodwin  first  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  1853,  and  entered 
land  in  Smtthfield  township,  after  which  he  returned  to  Ohio  for  a  time. 
By  his  union  with  Susanna  Kiefer  were  born  the  following  children:  William, 
bom  Aiij^tst  24,  1856;  F.lizu,  l)(Jin  August  26,  1858;  Elinira,  born  September 
10,  i860;  John  VV.,  born  Julv  jj,  1862,  and  David,  born  October  20.  1866. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dilganl  liave  been  born  the  following  children:  Myrara 
Arvie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  tour  rnonihs;  Ray  C.  an  undertaker  at  Auburn ; 
Jay  W.,  bora  March  17,  1887,  is  at  lunne;  Bernice.  born  August  8,  1892. 
died  at  the  age  of  two  months;  Vema  Katherine,  at  home. 

Fraternally,  Simon  Dilgard  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of 
Kni,t,dits  of  l^lhiasat  Watcrli'o  from  the  time  it  was  institttted,  and  is  al>o 
an  appreciative  metnbcr  oi  the  tinie-honored  Masonic  order,  liis  parents 
were  active  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  they  were  earnest 
workers  and  were  close  students  of  the  BiUe,  He,  himself,  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  having  been  a  member  of  the  first  town- 
ship advisOTy  board  of  Grant  townshipw  Politically,  a  Hemocrat,  he  has  fre- 
quently been  a  delegate  to  county  C(»nventions  and  lias  been  prominent  in  the 
councils  of  his  ]>artv,  enioyiti'4  a  rlr>se  ])ersonal  ac(|uaitUance  with  Vice-Presi- 
dent Marshall  and  <»lher  eminent  leaders  of  the  parly.  He  has  been  a  man 
of  industrious  habits,  showing  wise  discrimination  and  wi.se  judgment  in  all 
"his'affoirs  and  the  success  which  has  come  to  him  has  been  gained  by  honest, 
earnest  effort,  for  which  he  is  entitled  to  the  universal  respect  which  is  ac- 
cnrtled  him  in  this  community. 


EUGENE  KELLY. 

Fealty  to  facts  in  the  analyzation  of  the  charncter  nf  a  citizen  of  the  type 
oi  Eugene  Kelly  is  all  that  is  re<4uired  to  make  a  biographical  sketch  interest- 
ing to  those  who  have  at  heart  the  good  name  of  the  community,  because  it 
is  the  honorable  reputation  of  the  man  of  standing  and  affairs,  more  than  any 
other  consideration,  that  gives  character  and  stability  to  the  body  politic  and 
makes  the  true  glory  of  a  city  or  state  revered  at  home  and  res[K"cted  abroa<l. 
In  the  broad  light  which  things  of  good  report  ever  invite,  the  name  and 
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cfaaracter  of  Eugene  Kelly  stand  revealed  and  leciire,  and,  though  of  modest 

demeanor,  with  no  amotion  to  distinguish  himself  in  public  position  or  as  a 
lender  of  men,  his  cnrcer  has  been  signally  honorable  and  it  may  be  Studied 
with  profit  by  the  youth  entering  upon  his  life  work. 

Eugene  Kelly  was  born  in  Waterloo,  imiiana,  on  July  17,  1879,  and  is 
the  son  of  Alfred  and  Ada  (Locke)  Kdly,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work,  consequently  the  family  genealogy  will  not  be  referred  to  specif- 
ically at  this  point.  Mr.  Kelly  was  reared  under  the  paternal  roof  and  re 
cehred  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Waterloo,  where  he  graduated 
from  the  high  schoril  in  t8oo  .\fter  completing  his  education  his  first  em- 
ployment was  at  telepiionc  line  work  for  his  father,  who  then  owned  the 
Waterloo  telephone  exchange,  and  he  continued  in  this  line  of  effort  until  his 
lather's  death  in  191 1,  since  which  thne  Mr.  Kelly  and  his  mother  have  owned 
tfie  exchange  and  Eugene  manages  the  business.  He  is  up-tb^te  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas  relating  to  business  affairs  and  by  his  indomitaMe  energy, 
courtesy  to  the  patrons  of  the  exchanpi^e,  and  hi?  efforts  to  jjive  good,  quick. 
efTif  lent  and  prompt  service,  he  has  earned  the  appreciation  and  ^o(h\  will  t>f 
all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him. 

Politically.  Mr.  Kelly  is  a  Democrat  and  is  active  in  the  local  organiza- 
tion, as  was  his  father.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  roemlier  of  the 
Masonic  order,  m  the  worich^  of  whidi  he  takes  a  deep  mterest. 

In  1892  Mr.  Kelly  married  Carrie  K.  Triplett,  of  Rome  City.  Indiana,  a 
daughter  of  (Uuirge  and  Addic  (Ch.ipin  )  Triplett.  (tef)rge  Triplett  was  horn 
in  1843.  near  Akron.  Ohio,  the  son  of  Joshua  Triplett,  while  his  wife  was 
born  near  Medina,  Ohio.  They  were  married  at  Medina,  and  so»in  aflerwanl 
Mr.  Triplett  became  a  private  midier  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  In- 
diana Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  for  three  years.  He  was  orderly  sergeant, 
and  was  a  courageous  and  faithful  soldier,  being  sexert^ly  \vr>undcd  in  battle, 
from  which  he  was  badly  disabled  that  he  was  unfit  for  field  duty  and  was 
then  detailed  for  service  on  a  h()S|)ital  transport.  After  the  war  he  enj^^ged 
in  the  grocery  bu>iiK>s  at  Toledo,  and  l:iter  at  Mcdin:i,  Ohio,  and  alKmt  1872 
went  to  Elk  Point.  South  Dakota,  where  for  a  while  he  ran  a  restaurant  and 
bakery.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Indiana,  agam  locating  at  Roanoke,  near 
Fort  Wayne,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  until  about  1878,  when  he 
went  to  Rome  City,  Indiana,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  about 
thirty-five  years  there  His  wife  died  in  March,  1012.  ReHgionsly,  they  were 
members  of  the  l^nix  ersalist  church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  hiive  been  born 
two  sons,  Alfred,  bom  Deceniber  17.  1904,  and  Gr.-mt,  bom  September  6, 


Digitized  by  Google 


582  DEKALB  COUNTV,  INDIANA. 

1907.  P^rsoiijliff^,  ]Xffl*r  K^lly  is 'A  most  courteous,  iSompariionaUe  gentleniM, 
inftuential  m  business  circles  and  honorable  and  reliable  in  all  of  his  deah'ngs. 
He  ranks  ani*)nj;  the  enterprising  unci  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  city  in 

whfch  he  resides,  manifests  an  acrive  interest  in  whatever  pertriins  tn  the 
prugress  <4  DeKalb  county  :in<!  ow>[x'rates  with  others  in  forwarding  all 
measures  whereby  his  fellow  men  may  be  JKMietited.  •   * 

t 


BENJAMIN  CLOSE.        *      ■     •  1 

I  "      '     ■  ^  ■ 

Standing  for  upright  manhood  and  progressive  citizenship  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  long  ocaipied  a  conspicuous  place  among  the,  reprjeaentativea 

of  the  great  aj^rtculturat  interests  of  Indiana  and  his  influence  in  every  reUi-. 
tion  of  life  has  made  for  the  ni.itt  rial  ath  anci  iiiein  of  the  community  in  wliich. 
he  resides  and  the  moral  welfare  oi  those  wiili  whom  lie  has  l)et;n  hrouglu. 
into  contact.  .  ,  . 

Benjamin  Qose,  one  of  the  enterprising  farnwrs  and  public  »spidted 
citizens  of  Grant  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  was  bom  on  August  34, 
1858^  in  Ashland  county*  Ohio.  He  is  descended  from  a  h>ng  hue  of  sterling 
ancestors,  the  first  member  of  the  family  to  knrate  in  America  beiuj,'  Benjamin' 
Close,  who  with  two  brothers  came  from  RnjflamI  to  this  countrv  in  rnrlv 
colonial  days.  The  subject's  jiaternal  great-gra«d father.  Pienjamin  Ch'sc. 
Sr..  wa3  a  soldier  in  the  American  Revolution  anil  lived  alxjut  forty  miles 
from  Buffalo.  New  York.  AnxAg  his  children  was  Benjamin  Qose,  Jr.,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Gale,  and  anwmg  their  children  was  Samuel,  the  subiect's 
father,  a  native  of  Ashland  coimty,  Ohio,  who  married  Mary  I'(M)te.  Mary 
F'oote  was  liorn  in  l^)rain  cotmty,  Ohio,  and  \vri>  the  dautihter  of  (liarles  and 
Marx  (  Hunter  1  l«\>ote.  The  subject's  parvni^.  tjrew  l«>  inaiiho.Ml  and  woman- 
htKjd  in  tiieir  native  state  and  were  marrietl  there,  .subse(|uently  living  on  a 
farm,  which  pursuit  the  father  followed  during  hi.s  active  years.  . 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  wa.<  reared  on  the  litmie  farm  in  C%io  until 
thirteen  or  fourteen  vears  of  age.  when  the  family  .moved  to  near  (iardeni 
City  in  Blue  Earth  county,  Minnesota,  where  the  father  bought  a  farm  .and 
livisl  tliero  about  twenty-five  vears,  and  tbtre  the  nmllwr  died.  After  her 
death  tlie  lather  lived  among  his  children  and  is  ni>w  a  reMdei)t  i>f  the  state 
of  Oregon.      J    "  '    !  ••      " '  .  f     .'      .   •  • 

^  The  sKbject  'Of  this  sketch,  was  reared  tp  pnuiliood  iotMinp^spta^and  at.-) 
tended  the  public  schools  there,  being  graduated  from  the  high  sdioot  at 
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Garden  City.    After  his  ra^rria^^  .lyhifh  ocq^rred  in  he  continued 

farming  in  Minnesota  for  thirteen  years,  having  aci|iiired  a  splendid  tract  of 
one  hnndrod  and  sixty  acres..  October  i.  iHo~,  he  snld  that  fann  and 
came  t<i  Dt  Kall)  rouniy,  Indiana,  huying  one  huinired  and  eleven  acres  Uuee 
ini^cs  nortJi  aud  a  ^liah  mile  \Yest  of  .Auburn,,  to  which  he  has  since, devoted,  hi.s 
attentifm  impth  splendid  results,  besides  this  farm  he  and  his  son  own  thictyk 
seven. a^4one-^alf  acres  of  land  t6get|ier.  The  suhject's  lion^e  pl^ce  is  w^f 
ii^proved  with  9  substantial  and  attractive  resideiice,  large  aiid'weji  huilt 
barns  and  other  outbuildinijs,  and  tlie  attractive  and  well  kept  j^rovuids  and 
other  features  of  the  furtTi  reflect  ■.;T(.at  credit  oti  the  owikt.  .Mr.  Close  is 
modern  and  up-tonlate  in  his  ideas  and  kee{)>  in  touch  with  the  most  atlyauc^'d 
thought  relating  to  agricultural  metliods  and  practice.  In  addition  to  'the 
raising  of  all  the  crops  conimon  to  this  locality  he  is  also  engaged  in  the^i'aiji-' 
ing:  of  .fruit  and  the  hrceding  and  ri^ising  pf  live  <(tock.  in  whidi  fie  1ms  ips^^ 
with  splendid  success.  .    .    ^  . 

In  1884  Mr.  Oose  married  Rmma  Shumaker,  (if  near  Napoleon,  Ohio, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Weiler)  Shumaker.  both  of  wiiom  are 
descended  from  staunch,  old  Fenu.^vlvauui  Dutch  .-uice.stry.  These  jsirents 
remained  on  the  farm,  being  eij^aged  in  agricultural  pursuiLs  .until  ab<nit  ten 
years  ago  when  they  retired  from  active  life  and  moved  to  Mapoleon,  where 
the  mother  died  July  19,  1913.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (^losc  liavc  been  bom  six 
children,  of  whom  one  is  as  follows:    Percy,  bom  August  5,  1885, 

died  at  the  aire  of  twenty-five  years  May  2.  1.  Me  marriet'  f  irace  (ioelch- 
kins,  of  Union  township,  this  county,  and  left  a  dauijiitcr.  .\udrey;  .\nlen. 
who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Cir.int  township,  this  county,  married  Lottie  <irogg. 
and  tb^  have  a  daughter,  Irene;  Elma  is  at  home  wth  her  parents,  as  are 
Joseph,  Elbert  and  Maurice.  The  subject  himself  isc  one  of  .ten  diildren  horn 
to  his  parents,  of  whom  one  sister.  Mrs.  Jessie  (^sgcMnl,  livc>  in  Calf^'ary, 
Canada,  and  Perrv  is  editor  of  the  Dixon  (Montana)  Herald,  the  other 
children  Ixmiii;  all  deceased.  . 

,  As  already  indicated.  Mr.  Close  has  devoted  much  close  stu4y  to  the 
science  of  agricultyre  and  is  without  a, peer  among  the  farmers  in  his  itection 
of  the  county,,  being^  progressive  in  his  methrnls  and  making  u.se  of  the  latcj^t^ 
and  most  approved  implements  atxl  appliances  by  means  of  which  liie. labors 
of  the  farm  are  not  only  greatly  lessened  but  made  nnich  more  effective  and 
economical  He  keeps  in  touch  w-ith  the  trend  of  current  events,  takes  an 
active  iiUerest  in  public  and  political  affairs  and  is  nnnibered  jimong  the.n:|OSt^ 
progressive  ^nd  enterprising  citixens  qf  his, section  t)f  t^e  cyun,ty,  ^ 
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GEORGE  NOIROT. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  describe  adequately  a  man  who  has  led  an  enii- 

nently  a-jtrvc  ;"  r!  h-.i-'.  life  aiui  \\!ii>  ;utainv<I  ,i  posttinn  of  rcirUivc  <'ih. 
tinccifin  in  lln-  C'-innnuiitv  willi  \vhi\h  fu^  intercuts  art-  allied,  Bui  l:ui'^'r..j>lu 
finds  it^  ni'.-t  |Hrt(cl  jii~lifu;iltf.>ti,  tu\t'rth(.-li-ss.  in  ilu-  tra<"ing  an<l  rt'Kirding 
of  such  a  lift-  h:st<;ry.  It  is.  then,  with  a  tiill  appreciation  of  all  that  is  de- 
nmnded  and  of  the  painstaking  scrutiny  that  must  be  accorded  each  statement, 
and  yet  with  a  feclinii;  of  satisfaction,  that  the  writer  ei^says  (he  task  of  tmiih' 
ing^  lino'l'.  i;i  ii  ilic  i'-  oi  ^Mch  a  record  .!<  li.i-<  lieen  that  «>f  the  hoiiorahle 
sub  ject  of  this  sketch  whuse  eminently  successful  career  now  comes  under  re- 
view. 

George  Noiroi  was  Ijorn  en  I'ebniarv  iH,  ((^i(>4.  'ifi»  I'aiilduij;  iount\. 
Oliio.  and  ifi  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Ma;;dakne  (Hurttg)  ^f^j^< >i,  the  t'oimer 
h'tm  in  France  in  March,  1826,  and  died  in  January,  1905,' jjM.  the  age  <if 
iM'arh  M'venty-nine  years.  wJiilc  the  mother  was  1»om  in  .Msac^^fonnerh" 
France,  now  Gernian\,  in  Nfarch,  18J3  These  parents  wen-  married  in 
Fr'i'  tf  in  1850.  and  in  the  sprtu^  I't  \i<<^\  {]k\  carnr  \i>  \mertia.  h<catn^j^r'^t 
m  !  i  idlav.  <  )hio  The  tatlier  wa*^  eaded  .1  knite  maker,  liut  \va>  tealh 
f  ^iKTl  at  any  kuui  oi  tdfieil  htnls.  lit  \\.t-  r  iij;!.ivi<l  ,it  hi>  Hade  at  l-iudlay 
for  seven  years  and  then  went  to  farnnn^^  m  Defiance  county,  that  stSle^ 
Froin  there  he  went  to  VanUling  rottnty,  an<l  lived  at  various  places  in  Ohi". 
K»'inK  fr.»Tn  I'aiddinf^  to  rutnani  e««miiv,  where  he  made  his  pcnnanent  honu- 
To  him  ami  hi-  wife  \vei<'  Ixidi  iit'dren.  three  of  whom  ilicl  vcin^j  and 
iMi  '^u-\\  (i>  i!i  tin^itv.  all  <  1  1. liter  marrx  iriL^  luil  <ine  and  l(a\  inL;  hi'tne< 
ot  tb.  :•■  'uvn.    In  hi-  i^ld  .:;h"Ia-  N'n'ri't  « >]{]  hi-  jir*  i|>eitv.  (lividint,'  thr 

pruct..d>  aiii«>n>;  lite  i  h-'!''i'  wuh  vKiioin  he  atii  i '.\ a;tl  lived,  lli-  wife  liied 
on  janiLiry  2j,  »8<u. 

The  Mfhjeet  of  in  -  .-ketch  \va«.  re.'ire<l  on  the  iuune  farm  in  Putnam 
county,  Ohio,  and  •«  snt.  ahout  leti  years  fild  when  the  family  located  there, 
he  worked  foi  Iv-  i.tthi  •  i.ntil  j>a-t  thi  :ti,(  t\vt  Ilt^  two  vear-.  and  in  the 
summer  (•{  I'^'X*,  he  went  Kansa.-.  where  be  worketl  b\  tlu  month  tmlil  the 
fail  *il  th.M  ''ar.  He  llun  ret\irned  t'>  (  )hi(i  and  rentitl  hi-  father  -  farm, 
whicii  Ik  >•;)<  utted  for  aliout  tvvn  yearv.  He  then  ucni  to  Fori  W  ayne.  In- 
diana, and  c;>;4agcd  in  hni>iness  which  occupied  his  attention  for  two  years, 
after  which  (K'riod  he  sold  his  husine.-is  or  e.xchang^cd  it  for  ei|^hty  acres  of 
land  in  tlx  .ntliea-u  rn  jiart  r.f  (",rant  township.  DcKalb  COUntv  In  Ohio 
frnni  boyhood  he  h.'id  been  trained  in  the  raisinj;  of  potatr)es  and  onions  nn 
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mmk  had  and  having  dtaoovered  this  daas  of  land  in  DdCatt»  county,  he 

conceived  the  idea  that  it  could  be  developed  to  splendid  potato  and  ooion 
land,  an  idea  that  had  never  been  thought  of  by  the  residents  of  this  com- 
mtmitv  The  land  whicli  he  bought  was  covered  with  swamps,  tamarack 
bushes  abounding  everywhere,  the  only  improvement  on  the  entire  tract  being 
an  old  log  cabin.  To  most  people  to  produce  a  farm  front  this  forbiddoitf 
prospect  seemad  impoestble.  However,  Mr.  Noirot,  with  far-sighted  shrewd- 
peas,  law  a  fioasibility  and  he  drained,  tiled,  grubbed  and  cleared  and  in  189a 
ttmimenced  to  plant  (X)tatoes  with  some  corn.  In  1893  he  put  in  some 
onions,  bein^  thus  the  pioneer  in  the  onion  and  potato  raising  industr\"  on 
any  considerable  scale  in  this  county.  In  1803  ^'^^  Noirot  boiij^ht  more  land 
adjoining  his  first  tract  and  added  more  in  1894,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  land  in  one  body,  about  two-thirds  of 
which  was  genuine  muck  land  such  as  he  had  proved  to  be  the  most  desirable 
for  the  potato  and  onion  business.  He  continued  the  raising  of  these  crops 
with  splendid  success  tintit  the  fall  of  1899,  when  he  bought  the  Kmcrick 
farm  in  Fairfield  township,  to  which  he  moved,  renting  out  the  farm  in  Crant 
township.  The  Fairfield  township  farm  comprises  about  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  acres,  lying  on  high  and  rolling  grounti,  and  here  he  followed  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock  raising,  together  with  the  raising  of  potatoes  and 
onions  as  side  crops.  Nfr.  Noirot  lived  in  Fairfiekl  towjiship  until  December 
14,  1903,  when  he  moved  to  the  city  of  Auburn,  in  onler  to  give  his  children 
the  advantages  o f  the  city  schools,  and  rented  his  farm.  During  the  first  year 
in  Aulnirn  he  reiitefl-a  residence  and  then  Nmofht  the  f  arwfKxl  home,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  suhst.intial  residences  in  Auinirn.  where  he  now  resides. 
He  is  now  extensively  engaged  in  dealing  in  tiinl>er  ;uid  lumber,  o|)erating  a 
saw  mill  in  southeastern  Missouri  for  two  years,  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
of  his  business  ventures,  he  has  been  successful.  He  has  also  owned  farms  in 
various  Other  localities,  now  owning  a  farm  in  Grant  township,  one  in  Fair- 
field township  and  a  smaller  place  in  Union  to"  nsIiii»  Tu  him  this  Uu-alitx 
owe>^  a  larije  detit  nf  gratitu<Ie,  for  he  denion-sirati'd  .i  I'.u  i  tliat  lias  l)een  ta'-'en 
advantage  of  by  many  others  who  have  acquired  fortunes  in  the  raising  of 
onions  and  potatoes  from  muck  land.  The  land  which  was  formerly  worth- 
less cannot  now  be  bought  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre  and 
thus  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  county  have  been  materially  incroued. 

In  January,  1894.  Mr.  Noirot  was  married  to  Emma  Kessler,  who  was 
bom  in  Coshocton  county  Ohio  the  daujjhter  of  I>otiis  and  Mary  (Webber) 
Kessler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.   To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noirot 
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hJwe'beeff^rri-liW  rftil^lic!)).  haiti'eljr:  •  6ei[ife/Paiii  fSeor^  iLeo;  JwhA  Raw 
itoond.  'Ma^dalbte'sUid-CcAlh^ *&tie/  '  Retif^obi^rf,  Mr.  Noiro^  and*  the 
nrntibers;  his  faiiiil\-  arc  nieiii1)erkV)f  t^^e  Catholic  chdfch  and  helietongs  tx> 
tfie  Cathdiii^  K^n&volchf  Lc•ag^l^  of  Indiana.  Mi'.  Noirot  occupies  a  conspfcun 
Otis  place  amnnvf  the  leadinj;  nion  nf  T>JKalH  county  and  cnjov^  tlic  cohft-' 
dcnce  and  esteem  of  all  who  IcnoVv  K?f?i  '**His  record  '<tenionstrate.s  tliat  w  !it  r<5 
there  is  a  will  there  is  a  waj  and  that  obstacles  ti  )  success  may  lie  overcome  h\i 
courage/ self-rdtahc^  Kfid '^tersiM^ty.  '  His  career,  though  strtituovjs,  has 
bebn  fraugHt  HVltb  gdbd'lo  the'tomthOnHy  arftt  li«  MijMtirfi  weD  (lesemd 
|k>pullkHt}^  in  the  ctixl«s  in  wteeh  tie  ;:  «v-  |    ?*  mvII   ..."..*  ..♦:►?} 

'.  '  '  l  \  i  .  "    ..:      . '  •    .  r.     ,  •    1  f 

-   •    •  J  ■■  •'      '       "    n  I      ,1  •  •      •  .  .  ...At  ■ 

JOHN  JOEL  rEAKRIGHT-  .  .  ,  ,  . 

An  enumeration  of  those  men  «)f  the  present  generation  who  have  wott 
honor  and  public  recognition  for  themselves,  and  at  the  ^^ame  time  have  hon-r 
ored  the  locality  to  which  they  belong,  would  Ik?  incomisiete  were  tiicre  failure 
to  make  mention  of  him  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch.  The 
qualities  which  have  made,  him  <Mie  of  the  prominent  and  successful  men  of 
DeKalb  county  have  also  brought  him  the  esteem  of  his  fdiow  men*  for  his 
career  has  l>een  one  of  well-directed  energy,  strong  determination  and  hon- 
orable methods. 

lohn  loel  I'.akri^ht  u  a>  Ijurn  <  m  Man  li  15.  iS^j.  in  \\  :lniint^ti)n  town- 
ship. DeKalb  county.  Indiana.  ai)oui  two  miles  south  of  Butler,  and  is  a  son 
of  Abraham  and  Susannah  (Miller)  Eakright.  Abraham  Eakright  was 
bom  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  on  December  30.  1S27.  His  father,  Samuef 
Eakright.  was  a  nali\  f  of  Rngland  and  came  to  America  in  181 1.  and  soon 
after  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  f)f  181 2.  settled* 
in  Ohio  and  there  niarricd  Mary  Maxwell,  a  native  of  Irelanti.  In  i8y>  they 
moved  to  DeKalb  count),  settling  in  \Vihningtt>n  township,  where  he  died 
in  1853.  and  hi.s  wife  in  1872.  They  had  a  fomily  of  thirteen  children.  When 
the  family  Brst  inoved  to  DeKalb  county,  their  only  neighbors 'were  hidiaris/ 
and  it  was  eighteen  months  before  Mrs.  I^akright  .saw  a  white  woman.  Their 
trading  point  was  Fort  U'ayne.  or  Ilima,  reaching  the  former  place  by* 
pirogue  boatini^  nn  the  river.  None  of  Samuel  Fakright's  children  are  no\i^ 
living  anti  John  Jtjcl  Kakright.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  oldest  •mem- 
ber of  the  family.  Abraham  Eakright  was  married  on  June  Tq,  i85iv  ;t*J' 
Susaiiiiah  lliililter,  a'  native  of  Cumberiand '  county,  FenAsytVanfa, 'and  t\M 
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daughter  of  Joel  and  Sarah  ( Eichelliargcr)  Miller",  who  came  to  DeKalb 
county  in  about  1847.  locating  four  miles  esst  of  Atibiii^  iVi'''UHHiii  '^wuship.' 
where  he  fmught  'a  farm  and  lived  during  the  rest  of  their  tivifi.'  The  ^knlgfat 
family  took  a  i)rominent  place  in  the  early  life  of  this  locality  and  Sanniei* 

Hakrii^ht  hnilt  the  first  briilge  across  the  St.  Joe  river  at  Newville.  where  the- 
new  brifipp  now  stands.  He  wa<:  also  thv  hr^t  mrui  connnissioner  nf  I'lcKalb 
county.  Oi  tlic  children  of  Abraham  aiui  Susannah  (Miller)  F{aktii<lit.  John 
J.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Manrow  and 
lives  north  of  Sedain ;  Edward  W.  its  deceased ;  Mary  Aleiiora  is  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Hoagland.  of  Auhuni.  and  Ellsworth  A.  lives  on  the  *old  home- 
stead in  Wilmington  township.  Abraham  KakrigHt's  family  was  unbroken 
for  over  forty  years.  He  was  a  faithful  and  earnest  me»nber  of  the  I'nited 
Brethren  church  until  his  denth.  which  occurred  on  December  31,  (891,  on 
the  day  following  his  sixty -fourth  birthday  anniversary.  His  life  was  long" 
and  useful,  and  he  enjoyed  the  resjpect  and  cstcimi  of  all  who  knew  htm.  His 
wife.  Susannah,  was  bom  May  28.  T831.  and  came  ff6m  Pennsylvania  to 
Richland  county.  Ohio,  with  her  parents,  where  they  remained  until  about 
1847.  when  the  family  came  to  DfKalb  county.  She,  too.  was  a  member*  d"f 
the  United  I^cthren  church  from  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  lived  a  sincere 
and  faithful  C  hristian  lite  until  her  death,  which  occurred  on  April  6.  1904. 
in  the  seventy -third  year  of  her  age. 

John  Joel  Eakright  was  reared  on  his  fotherV  farm  and  received  his 
cducaticm  in  Butter  and  the  high  school  at  Auburn.  In  the  faXi  of  1873  he 
liegan  teaching  .school  and  continued  this  vocation  successfully  until  1885, 
when  he  roiiii)iIe(l  a  history  of  DeKalb  ctmnty.  Rc^titning  liis  iK'dajjojjicaT 
work  then,  he  continued  it  until  hi-  had  taught  twenty-three  ycai';,  <it  which 
l>eriod  eighteen  years  wa.s  in  his  home  district,  and  in  later  years  he  taught 
many  children  of  former  pupils,  and  in  these  children  he  |>lainly  observed 
traits  of  character  that  had  been  noticeable  in-  their  jiarents.  He  "had  a  ^oodf 
influence  over  these  children^  winning  them  and  then  stimulating  them  by 
kindness  and  argmnent  rather  than  1)\  i'r»rce.  Because  of  the  !)ersonal  inter- 
est he  manifested  in  his  pupils  and  the  close  touch  that  has  Iwen  maintained 
Ijetween  him  and  them  during  subsetpient  years,  he  receives  n>an\  letters  of 
grateful  appreciation  from  them  and  is  today  mmibcrcd  among  the  successful 
educators  of  his  county;  tboui^  he  has'n6t  been  acltveW  engagetl  in  the 
profession  for  a  liuniher  of  years:  •  In  1864  Mr.  Eakright  ivais  Rented  jt^atio^ 
i){  the  |)eace  for  a  teim  of  four  jrears.  and  lin  ,1895  he  ^  a.*?  elected  trustee- of- 
Wilmington  township,  serving  the  regular  term  and 'the  extension  ^>eriod 
because  of  legislative  enactment,  amounting  to  a  total  of  five  years  and  three 
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iiRMiths.  In  1905  he  was  fleeted  county  surveyor,  serving  two  terms  wtdi 
eminent  satisfactioo  to  all  concerned,  and  was  snbicquentty  elected  dty  agi- 

neer  of  Butler,  but.  ow'mg  to  an  injary  received  in  a  runaway  accident,  which 

di^aliled  him  after  about  a  month  of  official  service,  he  gfave  up  the  position 
and  returned  to  Auburn,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  the  owner  of  a 
splendid  farm  of  one  hundred  and  six  and  one-half  acres  in  section  twenty, 
Wilmington  township,  from  whidi  he  derives  a  gratifying  profit.  Politically, 
Mr.  Eakright  is  a  RepuUican  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
party,  as  well  as  in  local  public  affairs,  g^iving  his  support  to  every  movement 
which  [  r  nii.ses  in  any  way  t't  ndvance  the  local  welfare, 

On  October  28,  1874.  Mr.  Eakri<jht  married  .'\celia  Treman.  who  was 
born  m  Wilmington  township  about  tuo  miles  west  of  Butler,  the  daughter 
of  Edgar  and  Laura  (Spencer)  Treman.  These  parents,  who  were  both 
natives  of  Medina  county,  Ohio,  were  married  there  and  came  to  DeKalb 
county  in  about  1841.  With  Edgar  Treman  came  John  Treman,  his  father. 
John  Treman  entered  quite  a  tract  of  land  and  divided  it  among  his  children. 
Rdjrar  owned  eijjhty  acre<  (if  land  and  there  lived  the  rest  of  his  life  He 
was  a  farmer  and  also  a  shoemaker,  and  his  wife  was  in  pioneer  days  con- 
sidered an  expert  weaver.  Edgar  f  reman  served  as  township  tru.stec  and 
was  otherwise  strong  in  his  community,  which  was  honored  by  his  citizenship 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  May  21,  1885.  His  wife 
was  a  good,  faithful  woman,  trained  in  the  pioneer  school  of  life  and  exper- 
ience  and  knew  liow  to  work  and  rear  a  family  successfully  in  the  midst 
of  difficulties  which  would  deter  the  average  woman  of  the  present  day  and 
she  gave  to  her  children  the  licst  years  of  her  pure,  nohlc  life.  Her  death 
occured  in  1863. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eakright  has  been  bom  one  son,  Orton  Edgar,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  September  9,  1877,  and  who  was  for  many  years  in  the 
employ  of  the  Overland  Automobile  Company  at  Tokdo.  but  is  now  a  tester 
for  the  Auburn  Auto  Company.  He  married  Louise  Bard.  John  Joel  Eak- 
right is  a  man  of  niarkid  literary  taste  and  ability,  and  has  written  a  nnmlicr 
of  poems  which  lia\i-  liccn  inihhshed  in  current  ni;ii;a/ines  and  |>eriodicals 
and  which  have  received  matiy  commendatory  wortis  of  praise.  He  writes 
for  pastime  rather  than  as  a  means  of  profit  and  has  written  1^  request  a 
poem  for  the  reimion  of  the  Eighty^eighth  Indiana  Volunteers.  It  was 
greatly  appreciated  and  copies  distributed  as  souvenirs  of  the  renni<»n.  His 
poems  are  varied  in  character.  ])atlietic,  humorous  and  other  styles  and  all  are 
very  readable  and  of  high  literary  merit 
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CONRAJJ  MILLER- 

Atnong  the  worthy  citizens  of  DeKalb  county  of  a  past  generation,  whose 
residence  here  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  prestige  of  the  commu- 
nity, was  the  late  Conrad  Miller,  for,  while  laboring  for  hi>  individual  ad- 
vancement, as  was  nalural  and  rii^ht.  he  never  forgot  his  oldigations  to  the 
public  and  his  siipixjrt  of  such  jntasiucs  and  uiovcmcms  as  made  for  the  gen- 
eral good  could  always  be  depended  upon.  He  commanded  the  respect  of 
all  classes  by  his  exemplary  life,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  revered  by  his 
friends  who  survive. 

Conrad  Miller  was  born  in  Ciemiany  in  1817,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Jacob  and  Anna  Mary  f  Rn-h )  Miller.  John  J.  Miller,  who  was  a  native 
and  resident  of  Wittenberg,  Germany,  brought  his  famtlv  to  tlie  United 
.States  in  1819,  settling  near  Hagerstovvn,  Marjland.  i  wo  years  later  he 
moved  to  Canton,  Ohio,  locating  on  a  farm  nearby,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  on  June  3,  1868,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years,  eleven  months  and  eighteen  days. 

Conrad  Miller  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  in  Ohio.  and.  upon 
attaining  manhood's  years,  tnarried  Anna  Long;,  who  was  born  and  reared 
near  Canton  Mr  Miller  engaged  in  fanning,  to  which  vocation  he  had 
been  reared,  and  subsequently  he  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  o|>cia- 
tion  of  a  hotel  at  Dalton,  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  He  hecame  a  man  of  promi- 
nence and  influence  in  that  community  and  for  the  long  period  of  twenty 
years  he  efficiently  served  as  juj^tice  of  the  peace.  In  i8^»(i  Mr.  Miller  moved 
to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  here,  too,  he 
?aine<l  a  liigh  place  in  the  esteem  of  hi-.  fclUnv^  W  hen  the  county  farm 
was  estai  lisbed.  be  was  ap])ointed  the  lirbi  Mi|)erintendent  of  the  same,  retain- 
ing that  position  four  years.  He  had  twenty-thrfe  inmates  under  his  charge, 
and  at  the  outset  he  was  seriously  handicapped  through  lade  of  conveniences, 
but  he  did  his  best  to  properly  care  for  the  unfortunates  under  his  charge  and 
retired  from  the  ofhce  with  the  approval  of  all  who  were  fanu'liar  with  the 
work  he  had  done.  .After  leaving  the  county  farm.  Mr  Miller  bought  a 
home  in  Auburn,  where  he  lived  about  six  years,  Init  eventually  moved  to  the 
.state  of  Missouri,  where  the  deaths  of  himself  and  his  wife  occurred. 

To  Conrad  and  Anna  Miller  were  bom  seven  children,  of  whom  the  only 
one  living  in  DeKalb  county  is  Ada.  the  wife  of  Abe  Grogg,  of  Grant  town- 
ship, this  county.  She  had  two  brothers,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  A 
sister,  Martha  M.,  taught  school  in  .Auburn  about  six  years,  and  then  becanu- 
the  wife  of  Fletcher  Storr,  and  they  now  live  at  Newkirk,  Oklahoma.  Harley 
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taught  school  for  awhile  in  DcECalb  county,  but  eventually  went  west,  where 
he  studied  medicine  ami  was  a  successftil  physician  at  Newkirk,  Oklahoma, 
until  his  death.  I'Vances  taught  several  tcnns  of  school  in  DeKalb  county, 
taught  about  six  years  in  Kansas  Citv.  an<i  also  served  as  an  instructor  in 
teachers'  institutes  in  Missouri.  She  is  now  the  ivife  of  Doctor  Wheeler,  of 
Kansas  City,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Missouri  state  board  of  health.  Cora, 
who  was  educated  fur  the  |>cdagogical  profession,  married  Elan  Spellnian, 
now  deceased,  anil  she  lives  in  Oklalidma. 

In  e\'ery  relatitni  of  liis  lilc.  Conrad  Miller  was  true  to  every  trust 
rci>o<L*<l  ill  hmi  ami  (.'iijoycd  to  a  notable  degree  the  coiif'ulcnce  and  guuti  will 
of  ail  who  knew  hun.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  ideas  and  kindly  impulses,  and 
in  the  civic  life  of  the  communities  where  he  lived  he  was  a  potent  factor  for 
good..  The  world  is  better  for  his  having  lived. 


JOHN  WESLEY  JONES. 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the  biographer  essays  to 
Sit  fir  t(,re  the  reader  the  salient  points  and  facts  in  the  life  hist()ry  of  the 
estiniable  gentleman  m»w  deceased  whose  nam*-  initiate;  \hh  paragraph,  for 
his  life  was  one  singularly  full  of  good  deeds  ami  his  iniluence  was  ever  whole- 
some and  ameliorating,  so  that  t(xiay  he  is  remembered  as  a  man  who  was 
held  in  the  highest  respect  and  admiration  of  his  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

John  Wesley  Ji^nes  was  bora  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  on  August  22, 
1842,  the  son  of  Isiiac  Jones  and  wife,  of  whose  six  children  he  was  the 
yonngest.  I.saac  Joins'  f.irnily  came  to  DcKalh  conntv.  Indiana,  tn  the  early 
davs.  where,  at  Auburn.  Mr.  Jones  later  'nn  a  tin  ^liop,  though  he  suhse- 
*|ucntly  moved  to  a  farm  two  and  one-hall  miles  s<»ulii  of  Auburn.  Karly  in 
the  Civil  war  John  W.  Jones  enlisted  as  a  memijer  of  Company  A,  One  Hun- 
dredth Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  about 
nine  months,  being  then  discluirged  because  of  physical  disability.  He  re- 
cruited his  health  and  on  March  19.  1864.  Uv  .igain  enlisted  in  the  First 
Indiana  Battery  of  Heavy  Artillery,  with  which  lie  retnained  in  the  .service 
until  the  end  of  the  war.  On  April  i().  1864,  sf»on  after  bis  enlistment,  be 
was  married  to  Sarah  .\.  Plum,  who  was  lK)rn  in  Stark  ctuuity.  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Jane  (Scott)  Plum.    .At  the  age  of  five  years  she 
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came  to  DeKalb  county  with  her  parents  who  jocated  about  oik  mile  east  of 

Waterloo.  Jcrcniiah  Plnni  In^came  tlu'  sheriff  t)i  DeKalb  county  a  few  years 
after  ttu-  cli>>c  ot  the  Civil  war,  lididini;  that  office  for  four  years,  arKf  his  son. 
Phili|i.  was  slurifF  f>f  the  rnnnty  in  later  years.  Here  Jeremiah  Phim  fol- 
lowetl  farming  iliirinj^  nearly  ail  itf  iiis  active  life  ami  also  gave  some  atten- 
tion to  auctioneering,  in  which  he  was  very  successful.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  as  was  his  wife,  and  they  are  both  now  de- 
ceased, their  deaths  occurring  on  their  farm  east  of  Waterloo.  After  John 
W.  Jones  received  his  final  discharge  from  the  military  service  at  the  dose  of 
the  Civil  war  he  en/jaged  in  farming  a  year  on  his  futhcr's  farm  and  then  was 
similarly  cng^ajjcd  two  years  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-lnw  while  the  latter 
wah  servility  as  sheriff  of  the  county.  T")uring  the  reinaiiuler  of  his  life  Mr. 
Jones  was  employetl  hy  the  I^ike  Siiore  Railway  Compjiny  in  various  capac- 
ities, the  last  nine  years  of  his  life  being  in  the  freight  service  of  that  com- 
pany at  Waterkxi.  He  was  industriotis  and  energetic,  and  was  numbered 
among  the  valued  employes  of  that  company,  enjt>ying  a  well  deserved  popu- 
larity among  his  fellows. 

Til  ^Tr.  aiul  Mrs.  Jones  were  horn  nine  children,  of  whom  twf>  died  in 
infancy,  siven  l>eing  rai»;e<1  tf>  maturity:  Frank  Leonard,  who  lives  a  mile 
cast  of  W  alerloo,  married  Mary  Mergy,  and  they  have  two  daughters;  Otie 
is  the  wife  of  Byron  Leas,  who  lives  west  of  Waterloo,  and  who  is  mentioned 
specifically  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Miles,  of 
Hammond,  Indiana,  and  they  have  a  iton ;  N<irah  is  the  wife  of  James  Rainier, 
of  Auhurn.  and  they  have  two  children,  a  boy  ami  a  girl;  Mary  iK'came  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Ferguson,  who  lives  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Aiihurn; 
Edistm.  who  lives  in  Waterloo,  married  Lena  Dnrst ;  Daisy  Fern  is  tlie  wife 
of  Che.sicr  C  !>ounian.  John  Wesley  Jones  died  on  October  6,  1895.  ami 
his  death  was  considered  a  distinct  loss  to  the  conununity,  for  he  load  been  a 
man  who,  tiiot^h  not  very  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  community,  had 
nevertheless  been  an  earnest  and  constant  supporter  of  everything  which 
promised  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  locality,  and  he  was  numbered 
among  the  sterling  and  consistent  citizens  of  Waterloo  Religiously  he  was 
a  member  of  the  I'nited  Brethren  church,  ot  wliich  Mrs.  Jones  is  now  an 
earnest  memher.  and  traternally  he  belong^ed  to  the  Knij^hts  of  the  Maccalxics 
and  the  Cirand  Army  of  the  Republic.  A  kind  and  loving  father,  a  faithful 
husband,  a  public-spirited  citizen.  Mr.  Jones  had  for  many  years  quietly  but 
consistently  fulfilled  his  duties  as  a  cttiaen  in  his  community  and  he  exerted 
aa  tnllttence  which  has  been  for  the  moral  and  social  upbuilding  of  the  peopl^. 
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GEORGE  W.  KUHLMAN. 

The  family  of  which  the  subject  of  this  review  is  a  creditable  representa- 
tive has  been  known  in  DeKalb  county  for  n.any  years,  and,  without  invidious 
comparison,  it  can  with  propriety  be  said  that  no  other  name  is  better  known 
or  more  highly  esteemed  in  DeKalb  county.  Honored  and  respected  by  all, 
there  is  today  no  man  in  the  county  who  occupies  a  more  enviable  position  in 
commercial  circles  than  George  W.  Kuhlman,  not  alone  because  of  the  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved,  but  also  by  leason  of  the  conintendable  and  straightfor- 
ward business  pdicy  which  he  has  ever  pursued  and  the  upright  life  be  has 
lived. 

George  VV.  Kulihiian  was  born  in  Auburn,  Indiana,  on  I'ebruary  22, 
1876.  and  is  the  son  of  £nos  and  Amanda  (Rhodefer)  Kuhlman.  Enos 
Kuhfanan,  who  was  of  German  descent,  was  bom  at  Cmton,  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Hoover)  Kuhlman.  Enos  Kuhl- 
man was  reared  at  Canton  awl  in  yoitng  manhood  he  came  to  Auburn.  Here 
he  enlisted  in  Comixany  K,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth  Regiment,  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantrv.  of  which  company  ex-rinvernor  Winfield  T.  Dxirbin  was 
also  a  member.  Mr.  Knhlman's  luilitarv  reord  was  a  creditable  one  in  even*- 
regard  and  after  his  return  Iioine  he  became  a  salesman,  traveling  a  part  of  the 
time.  In  1900  he  went  into  business  for  himself  at  Mulhall.  Oklahoma,  where 
he  now  has  a  general  store  and  where  he  is  meeting  with  splendid  success. 
Soon  after  his  return  from  the  army  Enos  Kuhlman  married  Amanda  Rhode- 
fer, who  was  bom  and  reared  near  \uburn.  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Elizabeth  f  (''easier)  Rhodefer.  Her  mother  was  a  granddaughter  of  Henry 
Feri'^ler,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  181 2  .Amanda  Rhodefer'^  par- 
ents were  from  Holmes  countv.  Ohio,  coming  tt>  IX-Kalb  cotnilv.  liuiiaii.i.  in 
an  early  day  and  locating  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Auinirn.  Later  he 
moved  to  a  farm  about  two  miles  southwest  of  that  town,  where  he  and  his 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  To  Enos  and  Amanda  Kuhlman  were 
bom  three  children,  namely:  Aubrey  L.,  William  O.  and  George  W..  all 
residents  of  Auburn. 

George  W.  Kuhlman  was  reared  tnnier  the  parental  roof  ami  until 
fourteen  vearii  of  age  he  received  the  ndv;mtaL:i'  if  a  imhlic  school  e«liuation. 
Out  nf  srhool,  his  hours  were  well  occupietl,  liis  nKu  nings  and  evenings  l>cing 
spent  as  a  chore  boy  for  Dr.  .S.  B.  Johnston,  while  during  his  summer  vaca- 
tions he  was  employed  as  a  gardener  by  Elder  S.  B.  Ward,  consequently  he 
had  but  litde  time  in  which  to  indulge  in  the  sports  and  recreations  commtm 
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to  boys  of  his  age.  He  was  carefully  reared,  his  mother  bein^  a.  strict  Bap- 
tist, with  positive  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  whn  inculcattd  in  her 

sons  hip^h  i<Kril>  and  worthy  amhitions.  In  i8*)0  (Icorge  W.  Kuhlman  began 
work  ill  the  ih  v  p<>od<  sturc  nf  \V.  P.  Hartcr  as  errand  Ikjv.  .it  a  wage  of 
two  ami  a  half  di'llarh  a  week.  \W  strict  honestv  and  ctreftil  attcntirm  tt» 
every  duty  assigned  to  him  lie  earned  the  conlideuce  of  his  employer  and  was 
given  charge  of  the  4lome«ttc  department.  Under  the  etrict  «diaci|}line  and 
wise  instruction  of  Mr.  Harter  he  tthene  laid  the  foundation  for  a  practical 
and  successful  business  career.  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Harter,  in  1893,  the  store 
passed  into  the  hands  <»f  Flishop  it  l^iclcey.  and  Mr.  Kuhlman  remained  with 
the  new  firm  until  1895.  ^^'hen,  heinj:;  offered  an  advance  in  salary  and  being 
desir«)us  «if  gaininj?  a  liroaiU  r  know  Udi;t.'  and  wider  exi>erience  in  business 
affairs,  he  accepted  a  [xisition  in  the  ciothnig  lionse  of  G.  H.  N'esbera,  with 
whom  he  remained  seven  years.  In  1902  Mr.  Kuhlman  started  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  though  in  a  modest  way.  opening  a  men^s  furnishing  and 
clothing  store  on  North  Main  street.  A  year  later,  his  increasing  business 
re(|niring  a  larger  stock  and  more  room,  he  moved  to  the  Sherman  Hollister 
building,  oti  Main  street,  on  the  west  side  of  tlic  pul.Hc  s«|uare.  Hy  careful 
attention  to  the  wants  of  hi*;  patrons,  his  courterMi'^  trealmcnt  nf  them,  anthbis 
sound  business  niftlnnls.  Mr  Kidibnan  prrispei ed  {<>  t-wu  :•.  more  iioiaMe 
degree  in  bis  new  location,  -o  that  m  1907  he  feU  justified  ni  buying  the 
building  in  which  he  was  located,  and  two  years  later  the  store  was  com- 
pletely remodeled.  A  new  and  attractive  front  was  placed  in  the  store  room, 
better  lighting  and  ventilating  facilities  were  provided,  while  at  the  rear  of 
the  main  store  rf)om  a  large  balcony  was  erected  for  the  accommodation  of 
Mtuk.  The  ^ecntid  --tcrv  if  the  bnibling  was  also  improved,  being  n>;fd  as  a 
saU"^  and  Slock  room,  wliilc  the  third  floor  and  basvini  nl  are  also  devnud  to 
ditterent  puri)i>scs  peituinurg  to  the  business,  l  urnace  heat  was  in,slalle<l  and 
other  improvements  made,  so  that  it  liecame  the  largest  and  most  complete 
exclusive  clothing  and  furnishing  house  in  northeastern  Indiana.  Mr.  Kuhl- 
man has  done  practically  a  cash  business  from  the  start,  at  thi*  same  time 
adopting  the  jKJicy  >f  mi\  in^  the  utmost  value  for  the  money.  He  has  dein 
oustrated  business  ability  of  a  high  order,  and  bis  success  can  be  attribute<I 
to  hi-;  careful  sttidv  of  the  re<|uirements  of  his  biisine';'^  and  hi*^  clnm-  ap|>!ica- 
tion  to  h\<  attairs.  sncc«'<ssfidlv  mastering  each  diflicuk)  as  it  presciued  ilsclf. 

On  April  27,  1898,  Mr.  Kuhlman  was  united  in  marriage  to  C^live  iMc- 
Qure,  who,  few  six  years  prior  to  her  marriage,  had  been  connected  with  the 
(38) 
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dry  goods  and  millinery  trade,  in  the  store  in  which  Mr.  Kuhlman  had  been 
employed.  To  them  has  heen  born  a  daughter,  Ethe!mae.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kuhlman  are  incmhers  nt  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  thcv  arc 
regular  attendants  and  to  which  they  give  earnest  suppfjrt.  Mr.  Kuhlman 
it  an  active  member  of  the  Auburn  Commercial  Club  and  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
mimity.  A  man  of  fenial  disposition  and  kindly  impulses,  he  has  won  and 
retains  to  a  notable  degree  the  friendship  of  all  who  know  him. 


GF.ORGE  B.  DENTSON. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  cliis  volume  to  ()rcscrv«.-  an  authentic  record  a>  far 
as  possible  <if  the  lives  and  rleed?  f>f  those  who  hrive  assisted  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  varied  intere-^t-  Deivall)  county.  The  rank  that  a  city  or  county 
holds  very  largely  depends  on  the  achievements  of  its  citizens.  Some  atUl  to 
its  reputation  by  efficient  public  service,  some  by  professional  skill,  some  by 
increasing  its  manufacturing  or  commercial  interests  and  some  by  cultivating 
its  lands.  The  subject  of  thi.s  sketch  has  been  interestetl  in  both  business  and 
farm  life  and  in  both  lines  of  entleavor  he  has  so  conducted  his  affairs  as  to 
not  only  win  pecimiary  success,  hut  also  the  esteem  of  all  who  are  familiar 
with  his  career, 

licorge  H.  Uenison  was  born  in  1887,  on  the  Denison  tarm  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  (irant  towmship^  and  is  the  son  of  George  O.  Denison,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  therefore,  further  details  of  the  sub* 
ject*s  ancestral  history  will  not  be  given  at  this  point.   George  B.  Denison 

has  spent  tlie  L;re,tter  part  of  his  life  <>n  the  farm  on  which  he  was  Ixirn  and 
he  received  a  s|)lendid  education  in  the  luihlu  t  !'  h>1s  ,,f  tlic  Cf>mimtnt(y.  com 
pleting  his  stu<lies  in  the  high  school  at  .Auluirn.  He  was  reared  to  the  life 
of  a  farmer  and  also  engaged  in  the  ice  business  in  |Kirtnerslup  wnh  his 
father.  He  was  later  ftjr  four  years  in  |xirtnership  with  his  brother-in-law. 
Clyde  Pee,  in  the  ice  business,  and  is  now  in  this  business  on  his  own  account, 
having  built  up  a  large  business  at  Waterloo  and  surrounding  country.  At 
the  same  time  he  is  giving  proper  attention  to  the  o|ieratinn  of  his  Grant  town- 
ship farm. 

The  subject  was  marrie«l  lune  14.  i«K)S,  to  At^'ties  Hrown.  dau'^hter  of 
Klvis  K.  and  l.uhi  nUini-^)  I'.rown.  natives  of  Darke  county.  Ohio,  the 
father  l)eing  a  traveling  >-aU'>nian  for  A.  H.  Perfect      C  ompany,  of  l-'ort 
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Wayne,  Indiana.  To  this  iinioa  have  been  born  two  children:  Elisabeth  and 
Lnhi  Juanna. 

For  a  nuinlK-r  of  years  Mr.  Denison  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  iniliiar)' 
affairs,  being  a  niembcr  of  C'linipaiiy  K.  i  hird  Ive^^iiiient  Indiana  National 
Guard,  and  is  at  the  present  time  second  lieutenant  of  his  company.  Mr. 
Denison  is  an  expert  rifle  shot  and  has  twice  been  selected  for  the  state  team 
in  military  rifle  contests,  in  which  be  has  acquitted  himself  with  honor  and 
credit  Kind,  courteous  and  affable  in  his  relation.s  with  his  fellows,  Mr. 
Denison  has  won  their  esteem  and  because  of  his  splendid  cliaracter  and  at- 
tainment.s  in  life,  he  has  earned  a  marked  popularity  througttout  this  section 
of  the  county. 


WILLIAM  DLTNN. 

This  Ijiojjrapiiical  memoir  lias  to  d».  v  ith  a  cinractcr  well  wurlhy  of 
pdijcluatiun  in  this  work,  for  W'iUiam  Duiiii,  uh<<>i  lile  chapter  has  loiiK 
I>een  closed  by  the  fate  that  awaits  .-dl  mankind,  was  one  of  Uic  prominent 
citizens  of  his  community,  ahhtntgh  he  was  summoned  to  close  his  earthly 
.accounts  white  still  in  the  zenith  of  his  powers.  There  were  in  him  steriing 
traits  which  commanded  uniform  confidence  and  re^rd.  and  his  memory  is 
toiiay  honored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

William  Dtinn  wa';  horn  on  the  l6th  dav  fanuary.  1844,  in  W'avne 
county,  Ohi(),  antl  ins  tleath  <K'curred  at  his  home  in  (.rani  t'lwn^^liin,  DtKalb 
county.  Indiana,  in  1871.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  lilizabeih  ^Bachtel) 
Dunn.  The  latter  was  bom  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a 
sister  of  Henry  Rachtel,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  John 
Duim  was  born  proliably  in  Httlnies  county,  OtiM,  and  was  <if  Irish  parentage. 
When  he  %vas  a  hid  of  tender  years  the  home  was  broken  up  and  he  and  a 
younj,'er  sister  were  cast  anion*;  strangers.  They  were  -atllx  ini'^trcatetl.  and 
on  one  occasion  were  <vn\  out  into  the  dense  \vo<h1s  after  the  cattle,  whicli  had 
strayed  away,  and  they  wcic  loUl  not  U>  return  without  the  cattle.  Not  iK-inj; 
able  to  find  them,  they  remained  in  the  woods  m'er  night,  and  narrowly 
escaped  being  attacked  by  wolves.  They  appeased  their  hunger  by  such  food 
as  they  could  find  in  the  forest,  and  in  the  midst  of  this  experience  tiie  lad 
vowed  that  if  he  ever  had  childreA  of  his  own  tlu  \  shonld  never  suffer  as  he 
was  doing,  and  this  thought  was  one  of  the  incentives  that  spurred  him  on  in 
his  mature  years.    He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  state  and  there 
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married  Elizabeth  Bachtil.  his  assctn  at  that  time  consisting  of  two  dollars 
in  money,  a  stronj^  physical  constitution  and  an  abiindanL\-  <>{  i^r'n  and  de- 
termination, fic  learned  tin-  tratle  of  a  hl;irk*;inith.  at  wliich  lie  wtu  kod.  ami 
also  '^avc  some  attenti*»n  ttt  farminir  in  ( )ino.  In  1841)  Mr.  Dunn  rainc  to 
what  IS  m»\v  tirant  township,  DeKaiii  county,  .uul  lx»ught  a  iarni  <tf  i\\o  hun- 
dred acres  in  tlic  smtth  half  of  section»  8  and  17.  This  land  was  at  that  time 
practicaHy  untouched,  the  only  improvements  ctinsistitig  of  a  small  cleared 
space,  on  which  had  been  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  the  land  in  that  kKaitty  was 
very  swampy.  Wild  j^ame  was  a!ii  1  !  i  f  ;iiu!.  as  Mr.  Hunn  was  a  good 
huntir.  the  taniily  larder  was  kept  wtll  -npiilu-il  with  fresh  meat.  He  -;ur 
ceeded  in  clearing  most  of  his  land,  ihoufjh  for  a  lonji  time  he  found  it 
necessary  to  farm  arotmd  the  swamps  and  swales — indeed,  for  many  years 
the  ground  was  sc»  wet  in  the  sprijjg  that  at  corn  planting,  when  they  would 
dro|)  pumpkin  seeds  the  latter  floated.  I<thn  Dunn  was  an  indefatigable 
worker  and  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  new  community  wlH*re  he  Iiad  cast  his 
lot.  His  death  f)ccurrecl  in  1H63.  as  the  result  of  exjiosnre  while  on  a  hunting 
expedition.  He  was  survived  a  nnmher  of  years  hy  his  widow,  who  {lied  in 
1888.  Thev  wtTe  the  jwrents  of  si.x  children,  as  follow  <:  (Icr.rjrr.  who  grew 
lu  manhtMMl  arid  married.  die«l  Iwtore  his  father,  in  i8<)i.  lca\ mg  one  cinld. 
deorge.  Jr.,  of  Kansas;  Kailierine  married  tieorge  I'epplc;  William,  the 
immediate  subject  of  thi.s  memoir;  Mary  Ann,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Rohm,  and  left  three  children;  Fannie  died  at  the  age  of  two  years: 
John  now  lives  on  the  old  home  plitce  in  Grant  township. 

Willijim  Dltnn  was  reare<l  under  the  pariiiial  roof,  and  as  >oon  a>  old 
en(»ugh  Ik-  ga\e  a»<<istance  to  ]\]<  f.ither  in  the  la!M»rs  of  the  home  farm.  He 
secured  his  e<hu'ation  in  (he  (h.sirul  schools  of  the  neighl»or!io< »d.  and  devoted 
all  it{  his  active  years  to  agrictillural  work,  remaining  on  the  iiomestea«l  until 
his  death.  He  was  energetic  and  practical  in  hiis  work,  and  was  counted 
among  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  his  township,  his  death 
being  counted  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community. 

On  Jantiary  1.  1865.  W  illiam  Dimn  married  Sarah  \.  .Stroh.  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Callurine  Stroh.  .and  to  ihi-m  were  Intrn  liiree  children,  namely; 
Ktt<!rsvi(',  who  dieil  in  Imie.  i<M'^.  was  the  wife  >  r  IVatik  (  ioi«|win;  John, 
wlio  lut>  \n  Waterlcxi.  is  m.irried  and  has  a  tlaiigiiter.  Ilehn :  William,  who 
live."*  on  tiie  Dan  Stroh  farm  in  the  >ouihe;istern  part  of  (irant  township,  niar- 
ried  Mae  M.  Niccwander  ami  tliey  have  two  children.  I.anta  and  Roice.  On 
March  22,  1883,  Mrs.  Sarah  EXmn  became  the  wife  of  Wesley  Fulton,  of 
Grant  township,  who  Is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
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Mr.  Dunn  was  a  man  of  dean  personal  habits,  upriglit  m  his  daily  life, 
genial  in  fai»  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  and  was  deservedly  popular  in  the 
community  where  the  ffrcater  part  of  his  life  was  passed. 


OBEDtAH  LEAS. 

It  is  by  IK)  means  an  easy  task  |f>  (lcscTi!)c  within  the  limits  of  this  review 
,1  mail  who  has  led  an  active  and  eminently  useful  life  ami  by  hi';  own 
excrli<,>n&  reacheil  a  position  <>f  honor  and  trust  in  the  line  of  industries  with 
which  his  interests  are  allied.  lUii  biography  finds  justification,  nevertheless, 
in  the  tracing;  and  recording  uf  such  a  life  history,  as  the  public  daims  a  cer- 
tain property  interest  in  the  career  of  every  individual  and  the  time  invariably 
arrives  when  it  beeomes  advisable  to  give  the  right  publidty.  It  is  then  with 
a  certain  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the  chronicler  essays  the  task  of  touching 
briefly  upon  such  a  record  as  has  been  that  of  the  subject  who  now  comes 
under  thi''  review 

Obediah  Leas  was  \H^T^^  in  Salem  lownslnp.  Steul>eu  county,  Iiuliana.  on 
November  $,  1851,  and  is  a  ^n  of  John  :md  Su.san  (Shimpf )  Leas,  who  are 
represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  subject  was  reared  on  the  paternal 
farmstead  and  secured  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  When  he  was 
about  fifteen  years  of  age  the  fanuly  moved  to  Smithfield  township,  this 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  ami  lived  until  his  marriage  in  rKjj  He 
then  moved  into  Union,  now  Grant  t(nvnsht[>.  west  of  W'aterlof),  where  he 
began  farnnng  operations  .11  a  renletl  farm.  In  aijout  1873  he  Ijought  a 
farm  of  his  own  in  the  same  neighl>orhood  and  in  1898,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  paternal  estate  in 
Smithfield  township,  to  which  he  moved  and  where  he  lived  about  four  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  moved  into  the  city  of  Waterloo,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  buying  his  |H'esent  hi>me  alnim  twu  years  after  coming  to  this 
town.  While  carrying;  on  farmini^  opcratiotis.  arid  since.  Mr.  Leas  has  given 
much  attention  to  the  buying.  Uiiing  and  sliip|>ini;  of  hay,  bt-in^  assoei.ited  in 
this  business  with  his  lirothcr.  D.  L.  Leas,  for  alxnit  eighteen  years.  He  was 
very  successful  in  this  enterprise  and  was  numbered  among  the  most  extensive 
shippers  of  hay  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  now  Hie  owner  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  of  splendid  farming  land^  besides  his  prop^- 
erty  in  Waterloo,  and  is  numbered  among 'the  substantial  and  enterprising 
dtizens  of  the  county. 
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On  November  27.  1872,  Obediah  Leas  married  Lydia  Plumb,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Nanqr  (Slick)  Plumb.  Both  of  her  parents  are  now  de- 
ceased, her  lather  dying  in  1908  and  the  mother  in  1887.   Mrs.  Leas  was 

bom  in  Salem  town^hiii.  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  but  later  the  family  moved 
to  Waterloo,  wIktc  Irt  father  was  cntrni^tnl  in  the  bakery  business  with  his 
brother,  Richard  iMunili  Tc  Mr  ;uul  Mrs.  Leas  have  been  born  three 
children,  namely:  Ryroii.  burn  ( Xtobcr  6,  1873,  hves  on  the  old  hunie  larn» 
west  of  Waterh^i.  He  married  Otie  Jones,  of  (iraiat  township;  Franklin 
O.,  bom  August  28,  1875.  owns  a  farm  in  Fairfield  township,  which  he 
operates,  together  with  a  part  of  bis  father's  land.  He  married  Mary  Stonnn, 
and  they  have  three  dauffhters.  Ruah.  Verna  and  Kuby;  Lula,  the  wife  of 
Carl  Schc^mlxT^,  lives  in  Smithfield  township  on  the  old  farm,  and  they  have 
one  "ion,  I'rnnklin. 

Frateriiallv.  Mr  I.eas  is  a  uieniher  <>\  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
while  he  anti  liis  wife  belong  to  the  auxiliary,  Order  of  the  liastem  Star. 
SucceK  has  attended  Mr.  I^s'  efforts  because  he  has  worked  fof  it  aloi^ 
legitimate  lines.  He  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  man  in  whom  the  utmost 
confidence  coidd  be  reposed  and  being  friendly  and  neighborly  he  is  well  liked 
by  all  classes  While  he  has  never  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  political 
affairs,  he  has  always  done  w  liat  he  could  toward  the  betterment  in  anv  wav  of 
conditions  in  his  comnuinily,  being  [)ubHc--<ptr!ted  and  brnad-Tninded  in  his 
views  of  mt-n  and  things,  hence  he  enjoys  a  well  deserved  popularity  through- 
out the  coniniunity. 


MYRON  S.  KUTZNKR. 

The  character  of  a  conimimiiy  is  determined  in  a  large  measure  by  the 
lives  of  a  comparatively  lew  of  its  members.  If  its  moral  and  intellectual 
status  be  good,  if  in  a  social  way  it  is  a  pleasant  pbce  in  which  to  reside,  if  its 
reputation  for  the  integrity  of  its  citizens  has  extended  into  other  hxralities. 
it  will  be  found  that  the  standards  set  by  the  leading  men  have  been  high  and 
their  influence  such  as  to  mold  tlu  ir  rharartcf^  and  4in]>e  the  lives  of  those 
with  whom  they  mini^lc.  In  placini:  the  subject  mI  tliis  sketch  in  the  front 
rank  ui  such  men,  justice  is  rendered  a  biograpliical  fact  universally  recog- 
nized throughout  DcKalb  county  by  those  at  all  familiar  with  his  hi&tory. 
Although  a  quiet  and  unassuming  man  with  no  ambition  for  public  position 
or  leadership,  he  has  contributed  mudi  to  the  material  advancement  of  the* 
community,  while  his  admirable  qualities  of  head  and  heart  and  the  sbaight- 
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forward,  upright  course  of  his  daily  life  have  tended  greatly  to  the  moral 
atanding  of  the  drdes  in  which  he  moves  and  gives  him  a  reputation  for 
integrity  and  correct  conduct  such  as  few  adiieve. 

Myron  S.  Kutzner  was  bom  on  March  15,  1859,  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides,  whicli  is  located  in  tht-  southwest  quarter  of  section  7.  drant 
t<nvnshi|>,  DeK.iIl)  county,  Indiana.  He  is  a  son  of  An^istus  and  Amanda 
(Eberly)  Kutzner,  of  whom  the  father  was  lK>m  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  the 
son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Zouver)  Kutzner.  These  parents  were  natives  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  who  moved  in  an  early  day  to  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  The  family  is  of  German  ancestry  and  its  members  have  in  their  live» 
exhibited  the  sterling  <|ualitics  of  character  which  have  ever  characterized 
that  nationality.  The  siiiijcct  s  mother.  Amanda  Itherly.  was  bom  in  Stark 
county,  Otiici.  .nnd  was  a  tlaugliter  nt  Jonas  Flicrh'  and  wife,  the  wife*«  maiden 
name  ha\in.i:  been  F.bcrly.  She  came  to  DcKalh  ciiinity  front  Stark  county 
with  her  parents  in  the  early  titties  and  located  on  a  farm  southeast  of  Water- 
loo, where  slie  lived  until  her  marriage.  Their  coming  to  this  locality  was 
in  an  early  day,  antedating  the  first  railroad  into  this  part  of  the  country. 
Augustus  Kutzner's  parents  came  here  about  185 1,  locating  north  of  Auburn 
on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Frank  Grosscup.  Au^stus  did  not  come  here 
with  hi*;  parents,  but  reinaincd  in  his  native  locality  two  years  lonf^'cr  with  an- 
uncle  and  aunt,  Samuel  and  narbrirri  WMllaman.  with  whom  he  bad  spent 
much  of  his  ymitli.  With  them  he  came  to  DeKalb  coimty  in  1853  ;tnd  iliev 
located  where. the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives,  the  Willimans  having 
bought  that  tract  of  land,  and  the  subject's  father  buying  a  tract  adjoining- 
them  on  the  east  Here  the  father  began  his  farming  operations  and  here  he 
died  in  i860,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  hut  one  year  old,  leaving 
two  children,  the  subject  and  a  sister,  F.llen  F.  The  mother  of  these  children 
lived  about  nine  years  longer,  dvintj  w  ben  the  subject  was  but  ten  years  old. 
after  which  event  the  twn  children  were  reared  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will.inian. 
whc»  both  died  on  their  farm  here.  Having  no  children  of  their  own,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  to  them  like  a  son.  Mr.  Willaman  died  in  1884..  and' 
was  survived  many  years  by  his  widow,  who  died  in  1905. 

Myron  Kutzner  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  farm  which  he  now  (kcu- 
pics  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools,  completing  it  in  the  high 
school  at  Auburn.  He  has  never  forsaken  the  pursTiit  of  a^n'iculture,  in  which 
he  has  met  with  most  pronounced  surress,  ;ui<i  is  nov\  numbered  amonj,^  ilu 
best  farmers  of  his  commnnit\'.  He  is  tiie  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  tillable  and  owns  an  attractive  and  substantial' 
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rcaidente,  large  and'  commodious  bitras  and  o^ier  neeeasary  outbnildings,  the 
genecail  sq>pe»raiice  of  (^he  place  indicatinjf  faim  ti>  be  a  inarr  of  i;ood  jadgimnt 
and  excellent  taste. 

In  ):iniiary.  l8Hi>,  Mynm  Kutzncr  wn^  marnKl  t  ■  Mary  ("oy.  win.  was 
born  in  JufJc<fm  tovvnshijj.  this  county,  tin  ilau;^liiur  of  John  ami  Maria 
(Fiant  )  Coy.  who  came  to  this  coinitv  trnm  W  avtie  coiintv.  ( )liio  John 
Coy,  who  was  a  .son  of  Jacob  anti  Barkira  (  FriicH  Coy,  was  boio  in  Wcst- 
morelandr  cotmt>v  Pemisylvania,  on  October  23,  1K19,  and  at  the  agv  of  six 
years  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Wayne  oounty,  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  until  1845,  when  lie  came  to  Jackson  township,  IleKalb  county.  Indi- 
ana*  and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  ('oy  farm  *>n  the  Auburn  and 
Spencervillc  road  lli^  wife,  Maria  1'iant.  was  Iv.rn  in  \\'estmore!aii<l 
county.  I*ennsyl\ aiiia.  on  May  1;.  \X}o.  and  ni  iS^4  acconi|iained  lu-r  par- 
ents  to  Wayne  county.  CMuo,  where  they  remained  until  1K45,  when  they 
came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  her  marriage  lo  Mr,  Coy  occurring  on 
December  6,  1849.  "^^y  took  up  their  home  on  the  Coy  farm,  built  a  pleas- 
ant and  attractive  residence  and  reared>  a  family  as  follows:  Jacnbr  B.; 
Rebecca;  Isaac  N.;  Belinda;  F.hzalxih.  who  died  in  infancy;  Mary;  Andrew ; 
Franklin,  who  died  in  infancy;  Martha;  John,  who  died  at  the  ape  of  twelve 
years.  !n  the  early  ei>;hties  John  ('''V  and  fanirlv  moved  to  Anifola.  Indiana, 
where  tlie\  lived  about  ten  years,  but  cventvi;dl\  n»»ved  back  to  their  fann 
and  spent  ilieir  last  years  with  their  eldest  daughter.  iMr.s.  Kd>ecca  Miller, 
south  of  .Xuburn.  To  Mr.  and*  Mrs.  Kutzner  have  been  bom  three  diiktren. 
namely:  Winnie,  bom  in  1883,  is  the  wife  of  John  Buas,  ol  Auburn,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Eflith  and  Mary  FJizabeth;  AUie.  l)om  in  1887.  <li«il 
at  the  ^e  of  four  years;  Carl  C..  l)om  .Xpril  27.  iSo'v  Mrs.  Kut/.ner  has 
a  vivid  recollection  of  conditions  in  DeKalb  county  wlun  she  hrst  .accom- 
panied licr  |)ar(,nt>  on  their  removal  here,  Her  |>ef»i)le  told  her  that  the  wolves 
used  to  howl  :uid  scratch  around  their  cabin  d(M)r  at  night.  Indians  were 
frequent  callers  at  their  home,  and  evcnr  bears  were  to  be  seen  occasionally. 
Mrs.  Kutzner  was  reared  on  the  farm  which  her  fother  had  homesteaded 
and  reclaimed  from  the  wilAemess-  and  tfaeir  cabin  Iwnie  wa»  characterimi 
I»v  all  the  primitive  utilities  which  chanictenze<!  that  period.  She  well  remem- 
bers the  old  "f.at"*  lamp,  tallow  candle*;  and  how  wIkti  the  fir^-t  oil  lamp  was 
intro<hiC(.'d  into  ihc  roninuinily  people  were  cxlremely  cart  ful  i((  axuid  explo- 
sions Mr  and  Mr^.  Kutzner  are  members  «>f  tile  United  Brethren  church, 
and  l)ccau>e  of  their  earnest,  upriglrt  lives  they  enjoy  an  enviable  standing 
amonff  their  acquaintances.    Mr.  Kutzner  thrraif;h  the  years  has  always  stood 
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for  tlic  bigktrst  and  best  staiularil  ot  living  and  has  given  his  support  unre- 
servedly to  every  movement  toadvan^  the  welfare  of  lus  fellows  in  any  way, 
so  thftt  he  has-  honestly  earned  the  position  which  be  has  loaf  enjoyed  ad  an 
enterprising  and  progressive  man  and  a  leader  in  the  moral,  educational  and 
social  advancement  of  the  community. 


ABRAHAM  GROGG. 

All  callinjis.  whether  liiiinhle  <«r  f\alte<l.  may  Ik-  pnuhictivf  of  <ome 
measure  of  success,  if  enterprise  and  nidustry.  coujikd  whh  ;i  well  dirtcteti 
purpose,  form  the  motive  force  of  the  |>crson  directing  ilic  same,  and  in  no 
case  is  this  fact  more  apparent  than  in  agricultural  pursuits.  It  is  a  well  au- 
thenticated fact  that  success  comes  as  the  result  of  legitimate  and  well  applied 
energ)'.  unflagging  determination  and  |)erse\  erance  as  w  ell  as  tlie  ahove  eninn- 
crated  (jualities  When  a  course  ()f  action  is  once  decided  upon  these  attri- 
butes are  ossfiitial.  Success  is  never  know  n  to  smile  tipmi  the  idler  or  dreanier 
and  she  never  courts  the  loafer  and  only  tho<e  who  have  diligently  sought 
her  favor  are  crowned  with  her  hlesLHings.  In  tracing  the  history  of  the 
prosperous  and  influential  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this 
biographical  review,  we  find  that  the  above  named  elements  have  entered 
largely  into  his  make-up  and  therefore  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  large  and 
ever-growing  succe<;s  which  he  ha>>  attained. 

.\hralmni  (irogg  was  l>orn  un  December  30.  1846.  in  Stark  ctnuity.  t>hit). 
and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizaheth  (llultz)  Grogg.  Daniel  Grogg  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Union  township.  DeKalb  county,  and  was  born 
in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  on  .\ngust  13.  1818.  a  son  of  Dorman.  and  Mary 
(Snyder).  Grogg,  who  w^ere  native.*  of  N'orthamiUon  county,  f'ennsylvania. 
and  of  German  descent.  They  emigrated  to  Stark  coum\  .  Ohio,  in  an  early 
day  and  there  the  father  die<l.  the  neither  afterward  coniiiii,'  to  DeKalh 
county.  Indiana,  with  her  children,  and  dying  here  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  Daniel  Grogg  received  a  common  school  education.  s{)end- 
ing  his  early  years  under  the  parental  POof.  In  May.  I&49,  he  came  to  De- 
Kalb county,  settling  on  a  farm  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
first  purchase  was  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  to  which  he  added  until 
he  owned  three  hundrerl  atul  cif^hty  acres  of  good  land,  on  whicli  he  built  a 
targe,  two-story  brick  rtsideiu-e  and  other  fann  bnildinijs  also  ot  substantial 
character.    Me  was  married  ni  Ohio  in  18J3  to  Klizahetii  llnitz.  and  to  this 
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union  were  Ixjrn  six  children :  John,  Abraham,  George.  Peicr,  l-  ranklin  and  a 
<langhter  who  died  in  young  ladyhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grogg  were  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  When  Daniel  Grogg  came  to  this  county  but  ten 
acres  of  his  land  had  been  cleared,  and  on  this  land  the  trees  had  been  simply 
chrjpped,  bnt  the  pfronnd  was  not  cleared  of  the  rubbish.  A  log  house  was 
there  and  here  the  family  established  thenT^elvc^  until  a  more  substantial 
and  modern  house  c«>uUl  be  built.  Their  first  home  was  located  just  oi 
where  the  county  farm  now  .is.  Before  moving  there  Daniel  Grogg  had 
liought  a  farm  in  the  northwestern  part  of  what  is  now  Grant  township,  but 
never  made  his  home  there,  though  he  kept  it  and  added  to  it  the  original 
Grant  township  tract,  comprising  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  for 
which  he  ]md  five  hundred  dollars,  this  land  being  now  worth  many  times 
that  price. 

Abe  Grogg  was  reared  under  tiie  parental  rcn>f  and  as  soon  a.>  large 
enough  was  compelled  to  assist  in  the  work  of  clearing  the  farm;  most  of  his 
youth,  however,  was  spent  with  his  uncle  Jacob  Grogg.  who  lived  at  the 

northern  edge  of  Auburn,  where  he  operated  a  farm  and  ran  a  mill.  Here 
the  subject  did  all  kinds  of  work  and  [)ro\  cd  a  valuable  assistant  to  his  uncle. 
After  he  attained  his  majority  he  ^|^t■ln  three  years  with  Moses  Gonser.  and 
when  the  county  farm  was  instituted  he  was  employed  by  the  first  suiKTin- 
tendent  of  the  farm,  Conrad  Miller.  While  thus  employed  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Miller's  daughter,  Ada,  who  afterwards  became  his  wife, 
their  marriage  occurring  in  1872,  and  after  that  event  the  young  couple 
moved  to  their  present  home,  the  tract  w  hich  his  father  had  b<night  in  pioneer 
days.  .\t  this  time  only  four  acres  Imd  heeii  rlennd  aiul  im  Iniildiii{»s  or 
fences  eieite<l.  Mr.  fim^L,'  tivsi  Inult  a  In^  liouse  ami  >larte<l  to  clear  the 
land  nnich  m  the  way  hi-s  father  had  done  many  years  before.  In  the  winter 
he  would  dear  f<H.ir  or  five  acres  for  corn  land  and  then  in  the  summer  give 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  By  this  method  followed  persist- 
ently year  after  year  he  has  succeeded  in  developing  a  most  excellent  fann 
on  which  he  has  resided  contiiuimi-K  --inee  Tie  follows  modern  methods  in 
agricultural  operations  and  i<  nunilHred  anionic  the  [uotrrcssive  men  of  hh 
locality,  for  he  hesitates  not  to  adopt  new  methods  when  their  superiority 
over  old  ways  has  been  demonstrated.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Waterloo,  and  are  earnest  supporters  of  every  move- 
ment for  the  educational,  moral  or  social  advancement  of  the  community,  so 
that  they  enjoy  the  confidence  and  gofxl  will  of  all  who  know  them. 

On  jamnry  3.  1872.  \hc  Grogg  married  .Ada  Miller,  tlie  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Anna  (Long)  Miller,  whose  personal  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
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in  this  work,  and  on  April  followiiif^  their  niarriaj,'e.  they  moved  to  their 
present  home.  To  them  lias  l»een  ix)rn  one  son,  Arthur  M..  whose  natal  day 
was  February  25,  1877.  He  was  reared  on  the  hcmie  farm,  securing  his  edu* 
cation  in  the  common  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  at  Waterloo 
in  1897.  Until  1902  he  remained  with  his  father  on  the  homt  farm  and  then 
t)ecanie  a  rural  mail  carrier  fr«)m  Waterloo,  traveling  his  route  five  and  one- 
half  years.  Then  after  passin!?  an  examination  he  was  appointed  a  railway 
mail  clerk  and  followed  that  occujiation  ahout  nine  months,  when  he  \va>  eom- 
pcllcd  to  give  up  that  line  of  work  on  account  of  an  attack  of  measles  which 
had  settled  in  his  eyes  and  almost  blinded  him  to  such  an  extent  that  it  rc- 
c|uired  many  months  of  heroic  treatment  before  he  received  any  assurance 
that  he  would  not  lose  his  c\  l  ?ight  entirely.  Upon  lea\  inj;  the  road  he  came 
home,  where  he  remained  until  uyn),  when  he  houijht  the  farm  adjoininj^  his 
father,  to  the  o|K"ration  of  which  he  is  now  devotini,'  hi<  attention.  On  Keh- 
ruary  J3,  1910.  Arthur  (Irogg  married  Mildred  iiowman,  the  tlaughter  of 
Archie  and  .Mice  (Kelly)  Bowman,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  Adanis- 
ville.  Michigan.  Her  father,  who  was  bom  near  Waterloo,  this  county,  was 
a  scm  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Bowman,  the  former  of  whom  was  at 
'>nc  time  a  memlx;r  of  the  county  l)oard  of  commissioners.  Mrs.  Hrogg's 
parents  ni>w  H\e  ainiit  tuo  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Waterloo.  Mrs 
(irogg  received  a  goml  eilucalion.  having  graduated  from  the  Waterloo  high 
.■'thool  with  the  cla.ss  of  1907,  after  which  she  attended  the  Tri-Statc  .\'ormal 
School  at  Angola,  and  afterwards  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Waterloo 
ffir  two  years.  Arthur  Grogg  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  €>f  Pythias,  and 
he  aid  his  w  ife  heloug  to  tin  l'\  thian  Si.sters.  of  which  lodge  she  is  deputy 
grind  chief.  Mr.  Grogg  also  Iwlongs  to  the  Gleaners,  a  farmers'  fraternal 
oig.ani 'ntion. 

A  Ik-  <jrogg  has  Ikcu  a  resident  of  DeKalb  county  during  the  most  active 
])eri<Ml  of  his  life  and  has  lieen  an  eye-witness  and  a  participant  in  the  won* 
derful  development  which  has  characterized  this  locality.  He  retains  vivid 
recollections  of  the  early  conditions  here  and  also  has  a  uum1>er  of  valuable 
heirlooms  which  are  interesting  and  unicpie.  .Among  tlietu  is  a  ])ewter  i»lnte 
l>rou^;ht  hy  his  ancestors  from  Germany,  on  which  are  stamped  (lemian. 
I'renth  and  Knglish  seals,  the  plate  being  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
old.  He  also  has  a  porcelain  goose-oil  jug  of  unique  design,  also  the  old 
spinning  .wheel  which  his  mother  used,  as  well  as  other  mementoes  of  more 
than  intrinsic  worth.  The  Grogg  family  have  been  not  only  successful  in  the 
acquisition  of  material  wealth,  but  have  been  prominent  factors  in  the  life  of 
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the  various  coiiuminities  in  which  ihev  livetl.  enjoying  at  all  times  tiie  respect 
and  confidence  of  their  acquaintances. 

Of  the  subject's  brothers  and  sisters  it  may  be  slated  that  John  lives  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Grant  township;  Peter  resides  on  the  old  Iioniestead 
cast  of  the  cminty  farm:  George  died  at  ilic  ni^c  of  forty-six  years,  leaving  a 
wife  and  dancrh'*"'  tu»w  deceased;  Frank  lives  about  three  miles  west  of 
Auhiirn  aii<l  I'linily  is  deceased. 


ADAM  W.  HLSSKLMAX. 

The  gentleman  to  a  review  of  whose  honorable  career  we  now  call  the 
attention  of  the  reader  is  one  of  the  re|Mresentative  citixens  of  DeKalb  county 

and  one  of  the  l;est  known  and  most  substantial  farmers  in  Grant  to\\  ii>lui», 
being  the  owner  of  a  fine  landed  estate.  An  analyziition  of  his  life  work  shows 
that  he  has  I)een  dciK-ndent  itfifHT  ikj  inlierifanre  i)r  influential  friends  for 
wluii  he  has  ac(|uired,  Init  lias  throiigh  his  coniuuicd  effort  and  capable  man- 
agement gained  a  desirable  property  whereby  he  is  classed  aniong  the  self- 
made  and  influential  men  of  the  community. 

Adam  W.  Husselman  was  bom  on  November  9,  -1859.  in  the  western 
part  of  (irant  township.  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
mid  Aiiiaiida  (King)  Hus'^elmaii.  Samuel  Husselman.  who  was  one  of  the 
li(  iiii/iul  old  pioneers  of  (inmt  township,  was  I'orn  on  December  t  i.  if^j".  in 
W  ayne  county.  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catlierine  (  Miser)  Hussel- 
man. A  history  of  his  parents  and  tlie  ancestral  record  api>ears  in  the  sketch 
of  Henry  Husselman  dsewhere  in  this  work.  Samuel  Husselman  was  but 
fourteen  years  old  when  his  patents  brought  him  to  DeKalb  county  in  1842, 
and  they  Kxatetl  in  the  wildcriR^^  about  half  way  between  Waterloo  and  Au- 
bnm.  ^^'hcn  be  wa>;  bnt  twenty-three  years  of  age  his  father  p^ave  him  one 
luiiidicd  and  ->i\t\  aero  of  uncleared  land,  to  the  clearing  of  whicli  he  imme- 
diately applie<l  his  eneigies  and  he  rtcul!>  the  hard  plowing  among  the  roots 
and  stumps  and  the  toil  incident  to  the  placing  of  the  land  under  cultivation. 
.At  the  age  of  twenty*three  years  Samuel  Huss«Iinan  married  Amanda  Kmg. 
who  was  hoin  ab<»ut  thirty  miles  from  Baltimore.  Maryland,  the  <laughter  of 
John  and  Catherine  King.  Tlie  parents  came  to  DeKall)  county,  Indiana,  in 
1846.  locating  ntjrtluast  of  \iil)urn,  near  where  the  county  farm  is  now  sit- 
uated. Sanmcl  Husselman  has  remained  on  tlic  farm  where  he  now  lues 
ilurnig  all  the  siibstftiuent  years  and  for  many  years  has  fteen  numbered  among 
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the  most  respected  and  substantial  citizens  of  his  locality.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  bom  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely :  Emme- 
line,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Amstiitz.  who  lives  in  st-ction  6.  (irant  township. 

this  county:  Adam  hvcs  in  section  iH.  this  townshi]);  Ia-wIs,  who  lives  with 
his  father  and  is  the  owner  nf  fifthly  acres  south  of  his  father's  place,  and 
Rda.  wiio  is  the  wife  01  John  Monroe,  lives  in  the  eastern  part  of  Richland 
township.  Mrs.  Husselnian.  the  mother  of  these  children,  died  on  April  1. 
1911.  Mr.  Husselman  is  an  earnest  and  faithftd  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  and  in  his  daily  life  he  has  long  endeavored  to  exemplify  the 
teachinfjs  <>(  the  Divine  Master. 

Adam  W.  Hnsselman  v,a<  reared  (in  the  i^ntcrnal  fnnii».(entl  and  secured 
his  wlncation  in  the  ilistncl  scliools  t>f  the  tieighlioi houd.  Alltr  hi.s  marriage 
in  1885  he  began  fanning  for  himself  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Grant  tov\  n- 
.shlp  on  land  which  he  rented  for  ten  years,  but  finally  bought.  His  place  com- 
prises eighty  acres  and  is  most  elegantly  located,  being  improved  to  an  extent 
that  reflects  great  credit  on  the  owner.  The  splen<hd  and  attractive  residence, 
cnnitnodious  and  substantial  barns  and  otiu-r  ■ -utbuildni^-  have  all  been 
erected  by  Mr.  Hii^sdtnan  and  he  adopts  tnodern  methods  in  his  agricultural 
operations,  realizing  gratifying  proht.s  from  bis  efforts.  Whai  he  moved 
upon  this  land  it  contained  a  lot  of  tin)l:er.  hut  this  has  all  been  deared  away 
and  now  all  the  crops  cotmnon  to  this  section  of  the  country  are  raised  here, 
and  in  connection  Mr.  Husselman  alsii  gives  .some  attention  to  live  stock, 
which  he  has  found  to  be  a  profitable  source  of  income. 

On  NiitriKt  iS.  iSS*.  Mr  llussehnan  utarricrl  \;iiv  Mr' "afjfuc.  who  was 
boiu  tn  kiciilaiid  township,  chis  couiuy.  the  dau^hici  oi  Joini  and  Julia 
(Wyrick)  McL'ague.  her  birth  having  occurred  October  14,  iK<)o,  and  her 
death  (icctirred  on  .August  2,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years' she  was  taken  into  full  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church 
at  Sedan,  and  lived  a  faithful  and  consisicnt  life  until  her  death.  A  faithful 
wife  and  loving  mother,  a  loyal  neighbor,  she  was  sincerely  niouruid  1)\  all 
who  knew  her.  for  her  life  has  l  een  a  blessed  iR'ncfliction  to  the  rnniiminilv  in 
which  she  lived,  lo  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hu.sselman  were  iiorn  three  clnUlren, 
namely:  Howard  Earl,  Donald  Roscoe  and  Viola  Ruth.  Howard  is  helping 
to -operate  his  uncle's  farm  near  his  fathers  (ilace.  and  Donald  and  Viola  are 
at  home  with  their  father.  Quiet  and  imassuming  in  his  manner,  but  so- 
ciable with  his  friends.  Mr.  Hnsselman  has  won  a  large  and  admiring  ac- 
cjuaintance  thrf»ughout  the  UR-alitv  and  is  eounted  a  goo'l  liti/cn  lie  gives 
his  support  to  every  movement  havuig  for  its  object  the  atlvancement  of  the 
general  welfare  of  the  comnumity. 
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HERMAN  D.  BOOZER. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  business  men  of  DeKatb  county, 
none  stand*?  hij,dKr  in  the  esteenj  of  his  fellow  citizens  than  the  gentleman 
\vh(Jhc  name  heads  \h)>  ^kt•tcll,  Persistent  nulustry.  well-directed  effort  and 
sound  business  judgment  have  l^een  the  concomitants  which  have  cuniributed 
to  the  success  that  has  crowned  his  labors,  and  his  sterling  integrity  and  up- 
*  right  iife  have  gained  for  him  universal  respect 

Herman  D.  R<Mtzer  was  bom  on  December  2,  1862,  in  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  the  s«>n  of  James  A,  and  Marsella  ( Fiarnett )  Bciozcr.  James  A.  Boozer 
was  bom  in  I^iiicasier  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1833.  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Marv  (McKwan)  Moozer,  and  Henr^-  Rfxt^cr,  who  was  horn  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1798,  was  tiie  M>n  of  a  (icnuan  cnii^ianl  Mary  Mcl-.w.-in  \v;i-~  horn 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1800.  James  A.  Boozer  came  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years  with  his  {larents  in  1844,  ]i\  in|^'  in  Richland  cimnty  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  in  February,  1862,  married  Mai^ella  Bamett,  who  also  was 
born  in  Richland  cotmty.  the  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  (StewarO 
r,:\\ nett,  her  fatlur  of  Irisli  descent,  his  motber  s  maiden  name  being  l^ttimer. 
In  April.  !8^>6.  J.'Miies  A.  B»tozer  moved  to  Waterloo,  Indiana,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  t!u"  :ii;rKuUiiral  implement  business  for  two  years.  Init  in  the  big 
fire  wbitb  <»ceurre(l  at  that  time,  his  slock  vva^  t1estr<iyed.  lie  then  went  into 
Uie  general  merciuuiie  business  in  ptirtnership  with  t ».  T.  (JIark,  Inn  two  years 
later  Mr.  Gark  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Blattner,  and  the  firm  of  Boozer  & 
Blatlner  was  in  vxiiitencv  until  1873  when  they  were  put  out  of  business  by 
the  severe  iliiancial  panic  of  that  year,  Mr  Biwwr  then  again  » ni:.ii^od  in 
the  agricultural  implement  liusiness  and  wa<  also  agent  for  the  Buckeye 
HHrve--ter  Companx  until  his  death,  wliirb  rin  urred  in  September.  iHXS  He 
\s:i-  an  earliest  nu  tnber  of  the  Preshvtei  iaii  church  and  a  man  ot  sp'etutid 
qualilie.s  of  character.  His  widow  survive<l  l»im  alwmi  iwenly  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  1908.  her  latter  years  having  been  spent  in  the  lumie  of  her  sun, 
Herman  Tlie^tr  f)arents  liad  three  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  tieing 
the  6rst  in  order  of  birth,  the  others  liein?  Henry.  wlv>  was  born  in  1866  and 
die*!  in  October.  1907,  leaving  a  wife  and  a  sou,  K.dph,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
the  mechanical  engineering  department  in  Purdue  L-niversity.  and  Hugh  H. 
B*»ozer,  who  live>  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Herman  i).  l(o<*/,er  was  reared  at  \\  aterl<»o  arul  until  his  father's  death 
assisted  him  in  the  implement  business.  He  then  went  on  the  road  as  sales- 
man for  the  Buckeye  Harvester  Company,  remaining  in  that  capacity  until 
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Jamjar>%  1905.   In  the  fall  ol  the  previous  year  he  had  been  dected  auditor 

of  DeKalb  county,  and  at  the  first  of  the  year  entered  upon  his  official  duties, 
holding  the  office  until  January  i,  t(x>7,  and  retinnjj  from  liis  ofTicc  with  the 
comniendatinn  and  approval  of  all  who  kmw  him.  Ho  liad  resided  during 
his  official  life  on  his  farm  on  the  southeast  edge  of  \\  atcrlt><»,  and  lu-  lias  re- 
mained there  continuously  since.  He  has  one  hiuidred  and  thirteen  and  a 
fraction  acres  0/  splendid  land,  which  has  been  maintained  at  the  highest 
standard  of  cultivation  and  the  farm  is  further  attractive  because  of  the 
splendid  residence  and  other  upto-date  improve  nu  ins 

In  January,  i88tj,  Mr.  Boozer  was  niarrietl  t()  Mary  E.  Beartl,  who  was 
horn  in  IVanklin  township,  thi-  county,  the  daughter  of  Jefferson  Beard,  who 
was  horn  between  ('antmi  and  Massillon,  OWa*,  o\\  Anjjiist  25,  1834,  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizaheih  Bcartl,  Jefferson  Beard  owned  a  tarm  near  Taylor's 
Comers  at  the  ;lme  of  hi&  second  marriage,  and  a  year  and  a  half  later  bq 
bought  the  Moonc^  farm  adjoining  and  later  sold  his  first  farm.  Since  iitti 
death,  in  1906,  the  widow  lives  in  Waterloo.  Mr.  Beard  was  a  lifetonj; 
farmer,  was  township  assessor  for  several  terms  and  also  justice  of  the  |)cace. 
To  liis  first  marriage,  \\hi(h  was  to  a  .Miss  Riche\,  were  horn  three  children: 
Mary,  of  th--  iiimudiatt  <ti'>iect  of  this  sketch:  Rlla.  wife  <»f  Comnio 
dore  Manmionil,  aiul  .Ma\,  ileceascd.  By  his  second  nvirriage.  which  was 
with  Sainantlia  Kelly,  there  were  three  children,  (icorgc,  Edson  and  Bertha. 
Mr.  lieard  died  on  December  15,  1906.  Mr.  Beanl's  .second  wife,  Samantha 
(Kelly)  Beard.  wa.s  bom  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  1849,  and  came  to  De- 
Kalh  county  with  her  parents  when  but  si\  years  of  age,  being  reare<l  near 
Tayl<>r's  Corners.  In  1868  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Beard,  and  of  their  chil- 
dren it  may  he  state<l  that  ( ieorge  married  Flla  Sangs'er.  ami  lives  at  Taylor's 
Corners.  Thev  lia\t  two  daus^hters.  I-^flicr  a'ul  l-".thi'I;  h',<ison  lives  on  the 
old  home  farm,  and  married  Hilda  C  lark,  aiui  they  luue  a  daughter,  Ruth; 
Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Bert  HeflFelfinger,  and  lives  jit  P»>rt  Bliss,  near  El  Paso. 
Texas,  They  have  tw^o  children.  Robert  and  Audrei-  Mary.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rnozer  has  been  lM>m  a  stm.  Jamei;  j..  the  dale  of  wlmse  birth  was 
Deccmljer  24,  iRqi.  and  who  is  now  engaged  in  electrical  work  at  Fort  Wayne 
liaving  made  an  e.xtensivc  and  e.xhaustive  sttidv  of  electricity  at  home. 

Mr.  Boo/er  i<;  an  lariiest  svippf»rter  of  the  nemocratie  partv  and  has 
renjlered  efticiciU  service  a^  a  meml>er  of  the  executive  committee  of  his  party. 
He  stantls  for  right  principles  in  everything  and  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
temperance  and  for  all  movements  that  promise  to  be  of  benefit  to  bis  com- 
munity in  any  way.   Thrifty,  progressive,  industrious  and  a  good  manager, 
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lie  is  not  (inly  achkving  tnaterial  mccesss  in  his  business  affairs,  but  has  also 
gained  that  which  is  of  more  value,  the  regard  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 

citizens.  N(»  movrnicnt  for  the  advancement  of  the  conmumity  hut  receives 
Ills  Iiearty  cnilorsement,  and,  keen-Mijhle«!  at»d  -iajjacious,  his  advice  is  con- 
sidertil  \aluah'c  in  all  aliairs  ulfecting  the  public  interests. 


F.  H.  KJTTEK. 

That  life  is  the  most  useful  and  desirable  that  results  in  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number  and,  though  all  do  not  reach  the  he^hts  to 
which  diey  aspire,  yet  in  some  measure  each  can  win  success  and  make  Uf«  a 

blessing  to  his  fellow  men ;  it  is  n<Jt  necessary  for  one  to  occupy  eminent 
public  positions  to  do  so,  f i  r  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life  there  remains  mudi 
good  to  he  accomplished  and  many  opix>rtunities  for  <mv  to  exercise  one's 
talent^  and  inHuence  whicli  in  some  nav  will  touch  tht  \)\  v^  of  those  with 
whom  we  tuiac  ni  conlaci,  making  lliem  better  or  brighter,  in  tlic  list  of 
DeKalb  county's  successful  citizens,  the  subjea  of  this  review  occupies  a 
prominent  place.  In  his  career  there  is  much  that  is  commendable  and  his 
record  forcibly  illustrates  what  a  life  of  energy  can  accomplish  when  one's 
plans  arc  wisely  laid  and  one's  actions  governed  by  right  principles,  noble 
aims  and  high  ideals. 

!•".  II.  Uitter  \\ri<  hnru  l-Chrnary  _'3.  1SS5.  al  I'av.palh,  n.iv.  'ii>!x-la. 
Lagrange  county,  Indiana,  and  is  ilic  son  of  Jaines  H.  and  Mary  A.  (iiaii) 
kitter.  iMJth  of  uhoin  were  also  natives  of  Indiana,  the  father  liurn  in  I^- 
grange  county  and  the  mother  in  Noble  county.  Both  are  descendants  of 
early  settlers  in  their  respective  counties.  Tlie  subject's  father,  who  followed 
farming  throughout  his  active  life,  a  man  of  strong  character  and  stands 
high  in  bis  conmumity.  To  liim  and  his  wife  were  Intrn  tliree  children. 
Ashlev.  Icy  and  F.  II.,  all  of  whom  are  living,  .\shley  h.is  chnrtfe  of  the 
lumie  farm  and  lev  i<  the  wife  of  W  V..  Mast,  of  Shif^'^hewana.  Indiana. 

F.  H.  Rittcr  secured  his  elementary  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Lagrange  county,  completing  his  preliminary  studies  in  the  high  school  at 
Topeka  and  then  engaged  in  teaching  sch(K>l  for  three  years.  Having  deter- 
mined to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work,  he  then  entered  the  State 
University  at  Bloomington.  Indiana,  hut  a  year  later  became  a  student  at 
Notre  E>ame  University,  where  be  completed  his  professional  studies  and 
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iccdved  the  dcgrtt  of  Bachelor  of  Law.  He  at  once  located  at  Albion  and 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  hU  profession,  but  a  year  htter  located  at  Butler, 
where  he  has  since  remained  and  where  he  has  attained  to  a  gratifybg  degree 

of  success  in  the  practice  of  law.  Well  qualified  by  natural  ability  and  train- 
ing, Mr.  Ritter  has  sticcessfully  haiuik-d  tuaii\-  difiRuIt  cases  in  the  local 
courts  of  the  coimty  and  has  eanud  the  warm  n-^ard  of  his  professional 
colleagues.  He  is  careful  and  paiii.Niaking  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases, 
never  going  into  court  with  a  case  imtil  thoroughly  prepared  and,  judging 
from  his  .record  thus  far,  the  future  holds  promise  of  still  greater  successes. 

On  June  25,  1908,  Mr.  Ritter  was  married  to  Flora  G.  Hotcomb»  the 
(laughter  of  John  W.  and  Amanda  (Wert)  Holcomb,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  I^grange  coimty,  this  state,  their  resfx-ctive  families  having  1>een 
early  stttlt  rs  of  the  eastern  part  of  that  count\ .  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritter  has 
been  born  one  son,  Harolil,  who  is  at  home  with  hi'-  parents. 

Aside  from  his  professional  interests,  Mr.  Kuter  has  taken  an  active  jart 
in  the  various  civic  activities  of  the  conununity,  having  served  one  year  as 
president  of  the  Butler  Commercial  Oub,  and  is  at  present  city  attorney  for 
the  corporation.  Politically,  he  is  aflRliated  with  the  Republican  party,  talcing 
a  deep  interest  in  political  cami)aigns,  while  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  belonging  to  the  subordinate  Iridge  at  Butler,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Indeju'tident  Order  of  OM  Ft'llnws  Irxlirc  nt  Lai^rnnge, 
Indiana.  His  religious  niemlK-rship  is  with  tlu-  Methodist  Mpisco[)al  church., 
in  the  prosperity  of  wliich  he  is  deeply  interested  and  to  the  supi>ort  of  which 
he  contributes  liberally.  Nfr.  Ritter  has  hosts  of  friends  in  DeKalb  county 
owing  to  his  honesty  in  business,  his  success  in  his  profession  and  his  upright 
social  and  private  life  and  he  enjoys  a  marked  popularity  in  the  circles  itk 
which  he  moves. 


JOHN  FRANTZ. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  a  re|>resentativf  farmer  and  stock  grower 
of  (Irani  township,  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the 
alert,  proj^ressivo  and  successful  agriculturists  of  this  favored  section  of  the 
Hoosier  state  In  his  labors  he  has  not  permitted  hiiiixlf  U>  tuilovv  in  the 
rut  in  a  bhnd,  apathetic  way,  but  has  studietl  and  experimented  and  thus 
secured  the  maximum  returns  from  his  enterprising  efforts,  while  he  has  » 
ordered  his  course  at  alt  times  as  to  command  the  confidence  and  regard  of 
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the  people  of  the  comrniinity  in  whkh  he  lives,  being  a  man  of  honorable 
business  methods  and  advocating  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  public  wel- 
fare in  any  way. 

John  Frantz  is  a  native  of  the  little  rei)ul)lic  of  Switzerland,  wbicli  has 
sent  sfi  many  of  her  Ik'sI  citizens  to  America  ami  who  has  contributed  s«» 
larjicly  lo  tlic  upbuildiiitc  aiu!  rUnelopnient  «»f  the  country.  He  was  hf»m  on 
July  5,  1850,  the  st*n  ol  Christian  .ind  Margaret  (  Amstut^)  Frantz.  When 
the  subject  was  about  four  or  five  years  old  in  1855,  the  family  came  to 
America,  locating  in  what  is  now  the  northwestern  part  of  Grant  township, 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  they  bought  a  farm  from  the  mother's  brother, 
who  had  preceded  them  here.  Here  the  subject's  parent.'^  -pent  tin  rest  of 
their  lives,  being  nunilieretl  among  the  Ijest  citizens  of  the  locality,  the  father 
dyinif  abnnt  1893  and  thi-  mother  in  the  spring  of  1907.  They  became  the 
parent-  <>»"  o'An  clnlth-en.  namely:  Christi.an  A  .  who  lives  with  the  subject: 
John,  tijc  uiiinedialc  subject  ot  this  sketch;  Tiihe  McClellan,  of  Huntington. 
Indiana;  Mrs.  May  Cirogg.  the  wife  of  Oliver  (irogg,  who  lives  west  of 
Auburn;  Maggie,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Peter  Schull;  Samuel, 
Henry  and  Fred  ail  died  in  childhood  at  the  same  time  of  diphtheria,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketrli  IiinwHf  almost  died  of  the  same  disease  at  that  time. 

Idlin  Frantz  ha>  lived  on  the  home  farm  in  this  county  ever  since  com- 
ing lo  this  countr)  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  and  iimtlKr  lu-  iMUight  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  estate.  He  luid  recctvetl  a  g»)od.  practical 
<'ducation  in  the  district  schools  and  devoted  himself  with  indefatigable  in- 
dustry to  the  ctdtivation  of  the  farm  so  that  he  has  dcvel<>ped  it  into  one  c>f 
the  best  agricultural  tracts  in  this  section  of  the  coimty.  In  1885  he  marriett 
Joanna  King,  who  was  b<»rn  in  Union  township  west  of  Auburn,  the  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Caroline  (Howman)  King,  who  were  early  settlers  in  this 
fountv  Tlu'v  canif  from  MaltitiKirr,  MarAland,  aliout  |H.}<).  and  bought  a 
tarui  wc-t  tif  Auliuni  wIuto  tlu  \  -piiit  the  rcuiaiiuUr  of  their  lives  and  where 
Mrs.  Frantz  Uve<l  until  her  marriage.  Mr.  :md  Mrs.  IVantz  are  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Doreas,  who  received  her  e<lucnti(m  in  the  high  «<chfM>l  at 
Waterloo,  and  who  is  a  popular  member  of  the  social  circles  in  which  she 
moves.  Mr.  Frantz  has  a  pleasant  and  attractive  house  and  the  farm,  which 
is  well  kept  in  every  respect,  is  a  credit  to  him.  He  is  a  man  of  marked 
ilomestic  tastes,  bis  greatest  pleasure  Wmi:  found  in  his  home  aiKl  its  sur- 
roundings, to  the  improvement  of  winch  he  constanll}  deM  tes  hi-  attention. 
Hi-  brother,  Christian,  who  is  unmarried,  also  lives  with  the  subject.  John 
I  raiuz  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  painstaking  agricul- 
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turists  in  his  township,  using  rare  jiuigment  aiid  foresight  in  all  his  umicr- 
takings  and  seldom  makes  a  mistake  in  his  cafeidations.  He  is  liberal  minded, 
whole-souled,  kind-hearted  and  withal  a  useful  and  noble  man  who  has  justly 
won  the  fM^ise  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN  LUTZ. 

To  re<?mf  from  fn(fintr  tradition  the  personal  annals  of  ihf  pioneers  of 
our  country  is  a  pleasmj^'  hut  la!)<>rifit"<  task:  not  so  laboriotis.  |>erhaps.  as  ])er- 
plexing.  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  many  tacts  and  impressions  of  the  early 
days  have  faded  from  memory.  To  gather  up  the  broken  threads  of  strange 
yet  simple  stories  of  individual  lives,  to  catch  the  fleetii^  stories  and  fireside 
histories  and  hand  them  down  to  posterity  is  a  laudable  ambition  worthy  of 
encouragement  on  the  part  of  everycme  interested  in  his  community.  John 
Lutz.  who  long  since  passetl  to  "that  undiscovered  bourne  from  whence  no 
traveler  returns."  was  une  of  the  pioneers  of  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  that 
noble  band  who  were  in  the  van  of  civilization  moving  westward,  and  who 
here  passed  through  years  of  ardtxnis  toil  and  hardships,  amid  primitive  con- 
ditions which  sound  strange  to  the  present  generation.  Because  of  his  labors 
and  his  character  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  the  annals  of 
his  county. 

John  Lutz  was  Iw^rn  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1826,  and  was  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Magdalena  (Crawford)  Lutz,  who,  in  1847.  to  DeKalb 

county,  entering  a  tract  of  govermnent  land  in  Unkxi  townshii*.  Here  the 
father  commenced  the  task  of  clearing  the  land,  but  his  death  occurred  with- 
in two  years  after  his  arrival  here,  leaving  to  hi.<i  widow  and  children  the 
gigantic  task  to  complete.  Mrs.  Lutz  was  an  energetic,  ambitious  woman,  and 
worked  liard  tr>  make  a  home  and  rear  her  children.  In  thi^^  she  was  assisted 
by  her  s»>n.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  devoted  hiniselt  Ui  Ins  mother  with 
a  faithfulness  and  devotion  that  was  commendable  in  him.  She  died  in  188.2. 
after  a  life  of  usefulness  and  honor.  John  Lutz  inherited  seventy-three  acres 
of  land  from  his  father*s  estate  and  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
this  land  he  bent  his  energies.  He  was  accustomed  from  his  youth  to  hard 
work,  which  became  a  habit  with  him.  In  his  younger  days  to  him  was  as- 
sijnried  the  duty  of  hauling  tlie  tarni  produce  to  market  and  bringing  back  the 
needed  supplies,  lie  geticrally  tlrove  over  tlie  miserable  roads  to  Ft.  VVaync. 
Kendallville  and  other  points,  and  it  was  always  necessar>'  to  carry  along  an 
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axe  to  clear  the  ro«a(!s  of  the  f.ilkii  tinil  t-r  htfore  he  Cfiiild  get  through  Mr. 
Lulz,  by  hard  work.  giMxl  Mianageinent  ami  wise  economy,  was  pruspered 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  December  15.  1894,  he 
owned  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  good  land,  his  farm  being  well  im- 
proved in  every  respect,  including  a  splendid  frame  residence  and  other  feat* 
iires  that  made  it  one  of  tbt-  ntiractivc  and  valuable  hnim-^teads  of  the  county. 

On  March  24,  \H<)S,  Mr.  Lutz  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sii=;annah 
Oberholtzer.  who  wa.*  horn  in  the  northeastern  part  01  what  is  now  drant 
township,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Gingrich) 
Oberholtzer.  To  them  were  bom  six  children,  as  follows :  One  died  in  in- 
famy; Bessie  died  on  October  17.  18S4,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  a  sprightly 
and  lovable  child,  of  pleasing  manners;  John.  Jr..  bom  in  November.  1875. 
died  on  .\ugust  9.  aged  eighteen  years  and  nine  niontli':.    He    n-^  ;in- 

gnlarlv  e.\emplary  in  character,  a  dutiful  son  and  atYcctioualc  hiotht  ;  ;  the 
other  three,  Jennie,  .Xddie  ajul  Martha,  live  on  the  oUl  homestead,  east  of 
Waterloo.  They  were  born,  respectively,  on  February  38.  1870.  December 
21.  1871.  and  August  26.  1873. 

John  Lutz  was  Imptized  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  was 
faithful  to  his  religious  convictions  to  his  death.  .\  faithful  husband,  kind 
father  and  upright  citizen.  1h-  was  res))ected  an<l  esteesncd  !)v  all  who  knew 
him.  nnd  his  de.ath  was  considered  a  di.stinct  los,s  to  the  community  which 
ha<l  been  honored  by  his  citizenship. 


D.\NIEL  GR()G(i. 

The  student  interested  in  the  history  of  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  does 
not  have  to  carry  his  investigations  far  into  its  annals  before  learning  that 

Daniel  Grogg  was  long  an  active  and  leading  representative  of  its  leading 
agricultural  interests  and  that  hi'<  bUors  proved  a  |)oten{  force  in  making  this 
a  rich  agricultural  region.  1  iirough  several  decades  our  subject  carried  on 
farnnng.  gradually  improving  his  vahiable  place,  and  while  he  prospered  in 
this,  he  also  found  ample  o|)p(^rtut)ity  to  assist  in  the  material  development 
of  the  county,  and  his  co-operation  was  of  vahie  for  the  general  good. 

Daniel  Grogg,  who  l.ecame  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Union  town- 
.ship.  DcKal!)  r'Mnn\'.  Indiana,  was  born  in  Stark  countv.  Ohio,  on  thr  1  uh 
dav  of  August,  iS[S.  ;ini|  \vrt>;  a  son  of  Solomon  and  .Mary  (Snyder)  (irogg. 
who  were  born  m  .\oriliampton  county.  Pennsylvania,  but  who  Iwcame 
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pioneer  reskietits  of  Stark  county.  Ohio,  where  the  father  died,  the  tnother 
afterwards  coming  to  DcKalh  connty  with  her  children  and  Hvintr  here  until 
lier  tk-ath.  which  occurtetl  at  llio  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  The 
firogg  family  is  of  (lernian  descent,  and  there  are  still  in  possession  of  nieni- 
bers  of  this  family  valuable  heirlooiiKi,  among  which  is  a  pewter  plate  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  old,  on  which  are  stamped  German,  French  and  Eng- 
lish seals;  a  goose-oil  jug  of  unique  design  and  an  old  spinning  wheel  used 
by  Mrs.  (irogg.  Daniel  firogg  was  rearecl  on  a  farm  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schonl<  of  hi<;  Irirality  In  May.  iS.^o,  hv  hecame  a  resi- 
dent of  DeKall)  county,  setllini:  un  the  tann  in  Uiiinn  itiwnsliip,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  ui  hi>  lite,  tiie  farm  hemg  located  near  the  county  farm. 
Daniel  Grogg  had  also  Ixmght  a  farm  in  the  northwestern  part  of  what  is 
now  Grant  township,  comprising  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  live  hundred  dollars  and  which  aftcrward.s  became  ver\'  valuable  land. 
Daniel  firogg  married  Klizaheth  Ilultz,  and  to  them  were  horn  six  children. 
naniel\' •  Jfihn.  \\h<^  now  lives  in  the  nnrthwesfcrn  par!  <»f  Grant  township: 
.Mk".  who  lives  near  him  and  who  i>  icjiiescnled  elsewliere  in  this  w>»ik. 
I'eter.  who  lives  on  the  old  home.-^tead  east  of  the  county  farm;  (itorge.  who 
died  at  the  age  cif  forty-si.K  years,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  daughter,  now  de- 
i:eased:  Frank,  who  lives  west  of  Auburn,  and  Emily,  also  deceased.  Daniel 
Grogg  died  at  his  I  'I'ion  \o\\  nship  home  on  ^farch  2."^.  18R7.  and  his  wife  died 
ill  Deeenilier.  iSSf<.  .Mr,  and  Mrs.  (irogg  were  for  many  vears  active  and 
eaniot  memlKr>  i>\  the  Lutheran  church,  in  the  jirosperity  <>''  which  they 
were  deeply  inicrcslcil  an*l  to  the  <U)iiK)ri  tif  which  they  contrilnited  lil^rally 
of  their  means.  Mr.  Grogg  during  his  lifetime  made  many  ]jermancnt  and 
valuable  improvements  on  his  farm,  so  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  it  was 
numliere<t  amoii^  the  leading  agricultural  tracts  in  the  county,  .\tnong  the 
imftrcivements  was  a  fine  two-story  brick  hou>e.  which  is  still  standing.  Mr. 
Grogg's  d(niu-stif  !if»-  wa-^  e\c  tiif>lnr\ .  for  the  home  w  a^  a  genial  and  hai)oy 
one.  He  wa^  an  attectnmaie  an«^l  faithful  fatlier  and  hi>  <oii^  have  cni-^e  to 
honr»r  him  and  revere  his  memory,  lie  was  a  hospiiuhle  man  and  oinlialiy 
res)K)nsive  to  all  social  claims  and  his  home  was  attractive  to  all  wlwni  he 
numbered  in  his  list  of  friends.  The  death  of  such  a  man.  even  in  the  rounded 
fullness  of  a  long  life  where  his  work  had  ceased  to  be  more  than  an  example, 
was  a  public  loss,  and  mt  only  his  intimate  ass»)ciates  hut  the  people  generally 
of  the  comnuniity  felt  that  his  passing  away  was  n  di-^tinct  loss  tr.  the  com 
nuinity.  He  left  to  his  family  the  ricli  memory  of  an  unstained  name  ami  to 
the  locality  where  he  lived  the  record  and  e.xample  of  an  honora1>le  and  well 
sfient  life. 
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Kevcriing  t«  Mr.  Grogg's  ancestry,  it  may  be  stated  that  his  mother, 
\vl)()se  maiden  name  was  Mary  Snvder.  was  hyrn  in  Pennsylvania,  moving" 
to  Ohio  in  a  day  when  there  were  luit  few  white  people  in  all  that  country, 
tlie  savaj^e  red  men  heinj;  i)ractically  the  only  human  l)cings.  and  they  were  tiot 
very  peaceal;Iy  inclined  to  the  whites.  Her  mother  s  father.  Henry  Keicliel- 
<lerfer,  came  to  this  coiintiy  from  Gennany,  and  it  \s  related  that  he  was- 
nearly  a  year  making  the  trip  across  the  ocean,  during  which  everyone  on 
hoard  the  ship  nearly  starved,  it  heing  necessary  to  eat  the  rats  that  infested 
the  ship  in  order  <«<  kcfp  ali\f  llcnry  Keicheldcrfci  \\as  a  jjreat  hunter  and 
settled  in  (  in  ;ui  i.';irl\  ,  An  aunt  of  .Mary  Snyrler  was  captured  l)y 
Indians  in  Stark  county  and  tied  to  the  eaves  of  the  cainn  hy  the  little  tingcrs^ 
of  her  hands,  so  that  her  toes  barely  touched  the  ground,  aiid  another  aunt 
was  horribly  gashed  and  criss-crossed,  dying  from  the  effects  of  her  injuries. 
Following  these  atrocities  Captain  Brady  and  his  famous  band  of  Indian 
Hghtirs  followed  the  red  men  and  wreaked  on  them  vengeance  for  their 
misdeeds. 


WESLEY  FULTON. 

riic  snhject  of  this  sketch  is  «(ne  of  the  projjressive  fanDer^  and  enter- 
prisinif  citizens  »>f  (iratit  lowiishi]t.  DeKalh  county,  where  he  has  made  his 
home  for  a  numl>er  of  years,  iitni^  closely  asstjciatcd  with  its  development 
and  welfare.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical  agriculturist  and  a  man  of  busi- 
ness, and.  like  the  great  majority  of  «iKcessful  men.  has  hcen  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.  His  fidelity  to  his  duties  has  never  Ijeen  neglected  in 
acting  his  part  as  a  worthy  son  of  the  great  American  commonwealth. 

Wesley  I-'ulton  was  horn  c>n  OclolxT  lo.  in  I'avette  county.  I't-nn- 

sylvania,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Mary  (  Knighi )  1  ullon.  David  Kullon 
was  horn  in  Somerset  c«)unty.  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  son  of  James  I'liltou. 
who  was  of  Irish  parentage,  his  forbears  having  come  from  the  north  of  Ire- 
land. David  Fntton  was  married  to  Mary  Knight,  who  was  I'orn  in  Som- 
erset county.  Pennsylvania,  ih<'  daughter  of  James  Knight  and  wife,  David 
Fulton  remained  in  Pennsylvania  ahout  foiir  year-  nfirr  hi-^  marriage,  then 
spent  alxnit  nine  vcru  s  in  IVny  roi«nty.  Ohio,  .nu  r  o,  Ircli  he  returned  to 
I'ayette  county,  i  cimsylvania,  to  care  f4>r  his  jiarents.  who  were  getting  t>ld. 
I  ic  renxained  there  ahout  nineteen  years  and  in  18^15  went  to  Carroll  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  bought  a  fann  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there.  hi» 
death  occurring  in  February,  1884.   He  wa.s  survived  a  number  of  years  b>' 
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his  wklow»  who  died  in  1898  on  the  old  farm  in  Illinois.  David  Fulton  was 

a  life-lonji  farmer  and  was  also  a  local  preaclier  in  the  Methodist  Episcoiial 
cinircli  ]]<•  was  i)r<>mint>nt  in  the  local  public  affairs  of  the  conimunities 
where  lie         lx)ih  ill  llu'  p,a*5t  and  in  111inoi>i. 

Wesley  Fulton  lived  under  the  parental  riMjt  until  i^nj.  wlK-n,  at  iht-  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  he  was  married  and  then  began  farming  for  himself 
near  his  home.  He  conducted  agricultural  operations  about  six  years  and 
then  moved  to  Lucas  county,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  sinall  farm,  on  which 
he  HvctI  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1880.  About  1HH2.  or  the  year  foUow- 
tn.?.  Mr.  Fulton  sold  his  Iowa  pro]>erty  and  came  I0  Indiana,  where  he  was 
ajjani  married,  and  lie  then  engaged  in  farming,'  on  tlic  |)lac(-'  where  he  now 
live.s  lives  south  of  Waterloo.  He  is  the  owner  of  sixty  rive  acres  of  good 
land,  which  has  engaged  his  undivided  attention  and  which  he  has  developed 
into  one  of  the  choice  agricultural  homesteads  of  the  section  of  the  county 
in  which  he  lives.  His  life  hero  has  been  characterized  by  persistent  and 
wisely  directed  industry,  his  efforts  being  rewanled  with  a  degree  of  success 
commensnrate  with  his  efforts.  He  has  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings,  while 
all  the  operations  of  the  farm  are  given  his  |)er.sonal  supervision,  and  in  the 
conduct  of  his  affairs  he  has  been  guided  by  the  Mnindest  of  judgment  which 
has  characterized  him  in  everything  to  which  he  has  given  attention. 

In  1869  Mr.  Fulton  married  Elizabeth  Doms.  who  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of  John  Doms.  Her  parents  mo\  ed 
tfi  I'nltnn  conntv.  Illitinix.  when  she  was  hut  a  child,  and  there  she  lived  tuuil 
al'oul  a  vear  before  her  niarria^e.  ^^  hen  she  bn'ated  in  ("arrtill  county,  Illi- 
nois. Her  death  occurred  in  i^ik),  she  leaving  three  children,  namely  :  New- 
ton A.,  Cora  B.  and  Mary^L.  Newton,  who  was  born  in  December.  1874, 
now  lives  at  Danbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  is  engaged  in  pedagogical  work, 
being  superintendent  of  a  commercial  school.  He  has  taught  six  (»r  seven 
years  in  New  York  and  Cotmecticnt.  t'ora  M.  became  the  wife  of  l-"rank 
NN'illiams.  and  they  lived  in  Xebraska,  where  her  husl  and  died,  leaving  two 
children.  Grant  W.  and  Jessie.  She  nfterwarcN  lucame  the  wife  <»f  O-car 
Kent,  and  tliey  live  on  a  farm  near  Alma.  Xebraska.  Hy  her  .second  uniiMi 
she  is  the  mother  of  three  children:  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Lampman. 
of  Miltedgeville,  Carroll  county,  Illinois,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Fthelyn.  .Margie  and  a  baby  boy.  Mr.  Fulton's  second  niarriage  was  to  Mrs. 
.Sarah  .\.  (Stn)h)  Dunn,  tlie  widow  of  the  late  W  illiam  nunn  .^be  was 
Iwirn  in  Greensburq;.  Suinmit  county.  Ohio,  and  i-;  a  danL,'htei  of  John  and 
C.atlierine  (  Dice)  .Stroh.  She  was  brought  to  DeKaii)  county  when  only 
nine  months  old  by  her  parents,  who  located  on  the  northern  edge  of  Union 
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township,  and  there  she  was  reared  and  received  her  edticaiion,  her  mar- 
riai^'e  to  Mr.  Dunn  occurring  on  January  i,  18(^)5.  After  that  event  they 
lived  on  the  Ihmn  homestead  in  Clrant  township  until  Mr.  Dunn's  tleath  in 
187 1,  she  leaving  three  children,  namely;  Mrs.  Ettdessie  Goodwin,  de- 
ceased: John  Dunn,  of  Waterloo,  and  William  Dunnt  of  Grant  township. 
To  Mr.  Pulton's  last  union  has  been  born  one  child.  Zella  G.,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Emest  (OK-,  of  Toled(».  where  he  has  a  good  )X>sttion  with  the  street 
car  company.  Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  in  the  prosperifv  of  wliich  they  are  deeply  interested 
and  to  the  support  of  which  tiiey  cmiirihute  of  their  means.  Mr.  Fulton  is 
one  of  the  leading  ciii/cns  of  his  community  and  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  liis  neighbors  and  friends  throughout  (trant 
township.  His  career  has  h&m  eminently  honorable  and  all  who  kiiow  him 
speak  in  high  terms  of  bis  many  sterling  qualities  and  characteristics. 


FRANK  D.  FANNING,  M.  D. 

There  is  no  cla?:<  tn  nhr>m  tjreater  gratitude  is  due  from  the  world  at 
lar;.;e  than  the  self-sacrilicmg.  .sympathetic,  noble-iin'nded  men  wlitKc  hfe 
worl\  IS  the  alleviation  of  suffering  and  the  ministering  of  eonifoit  lo  the 
aflflicted,  to  the  end  that  the  .span  of  human  e.xistence  may  be  lengthened  and  a 
greater  degree  of  satisfaction  enjoyed  during  the  remainder  of  their  earthly 
sojourn.  There  is  no  standard  by  which  their  beneficent  influence  can  be 
measured*  their  heli)fulness  lieing  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  their 
knowledge  and  skill,  while  their  power  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  wonderful 
laws  of  naturi  that  "spring  from  the  very  source  of  life  itself,  Some  one  has 
apflv  "^aid.  '  lie  -^rr*  1--  tiod  he^t  \\lr>  <.vr\t"^  hrmnnitv  mo>i.'"  .\niong  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  <»f  DeKall)  comity  who  have  risen  U>  eminence  in 
tiietr  chosen  field  of  endeavor  is  the  subject  of  this  re\*ie\v,  whose  career  has 
been  that  of  a  broad-minded,  conscientious  worker  in  the  sphere  to  which  his 
life  and  energies  have  been  devoted  and  whose  profound  knowledge  of  his 
profession  has  won  for  him  a  leading  place  among  the  most  distinguished 
medical  men  of  his  day  and  ijeneration  in  the  eitv  <'->{  his  residence. 

Frank  D.  Fanning,  an  enterprising  physician  and  public-spirited  citizen 
of  Butler.  DeKalh  county.  Indiana,  was  born  on  May  4.  1873.  Butler, 
DeKalb  county,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Fred  \V.  and  Carrie  M.  (Myers)  Fan- 
ning. Fred  W.  Fanning,  who  was  bom  at  BeHeville.  Ontario,  in  1841,  was 
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educated  in  Coburg  College,  Coburg,  Ontario,  graduated  in  the  University 

of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  ami  shortly  afterward  he  located  at 
ButUr,  DcKall)  cnunty,  Indiana,  where  lie  |)raetice(l  pn ifession  for  thirty- 
six  years,  having  previously  been  l(»catcd  at  Beaver  Dam,  ( )hio,  for  tW'O 
years.  His  record  was  an  lioiiorable  one  as  a  citizen  and  professional  man 
and  he  stood  among  the  leaders  of  his  profession  in  this  jKirt  of  the  state.  To 
him  aiid  his  wife  were  bom  two  sons,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  Charles 
H.,  who  is  a  stationary  engineer  at  Bryan,  CMtio. 

Frank  I).  I'anning  received  a  good  public  school  education  and  then  at- 
tended the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arlx^r.  after  which  he  niatriculated 
in  the  medical  de]>artmenl  of  the  l'niver>iity  of  Illinois  at  I'rliana.  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1897  with  the  (!et:ree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Imme- 
diately ailerwanis  he  came  to  liuiler  and  became  a  partner  of  his  father  in  tlie 
prance  of  his  profession,  remainmg  with  him  until  tlie  latter's  death,  since 
which  time  he  has  engaged  in  the  practice  alone  on  his  own  account  He 
has  been  eminently  successful  in  his  treatment  of  diseases,  having  handled 
many  very  difficult  cases  and  is  held  in  higli  repute  among  his  professional 
lirethren.  He  specializes  in  di'<(  a-<  <  nf  the  eye.  ear.  nose  and  throat,  >>f 
which  he  has  made  a  close  and  criiit  al  ■~tti(h'.  and  in  which  he  is  considered  an 
authorilv.  He  is  local  surge<»n  for  liie  l^ennsylvania.  W'alKish  and  Lake 
Shore  railroads  and  is  a  member  <>i  the  \\'aba.sh  Railway  Surgeons"  Associa- 
tion, the  Lake  Shore  ft  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Surgeons'  Association 
and  the  Pennsylvania  RaihvHv  Surgeons*  Association.  He  possesses  that 
broad  human  sympathy  wliicl)  aids  h.ini  to  sympathize  w  ith  tliose  who  come 
to  him  for  assistance  and  in  the  sick  nK>m  he  carries  the  s])irit  of  optimism 
and  hoi)e fulness  which  enter  so  largely  nito  the  successful  treatment  of  |;hys- 
ical  ailments. 

For  many  years  Dr.  Fanning  has  had  a  keen  interest  in  iK>litical  affairs 
and  is  now  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  Progressive  pat  t\  . 
Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  while  his  fraternal  re- 
lations are  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  MtMlem  Woodmen  of 

America  and  l.odge  No.  1 58,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1888  Dr.  Fanning  married  Florence  IV  .\t,'lt t.  the  dauirhter  of  Hiram 
and  Laitra  Agler.  of  lUitler,  Dr.  I'aniiinjj  is  an  etithtisiast  in  his  clm-en  call- 
ing, a  close  stndent.  an  original  thinker  atrd  ati  untiring  investigator.  He 
avails  himself  of  every  legitimate  means  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  trend  of 
modem  medical  thought  and. is  familiar  with  the  leading  authorities,  having  a 
fine  professional  library  in  which  he  spends  much  of  his  time  when  not  rr- 
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sponding  to  the  calls  of  his  tiumerous  patrons.  In  him  arc  combined  two  facts 
which  have  l>een  the  main  contrihnting  elements  of  hi-  snrc-es-^ :  tin  )ri  >iit^h  prep- 
aration ant!  ri  deep  interest  in  the  i)rfsfe«ioti,  (fualilies  which  are  absohitcly 
essential  to  ailvancenient  in  a  calling  rc.[uirlnfi  such  |)roficiency  and  skill  as 
the  healing  art.  His  knowledge  of  the  kindred  sciences  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery is  broad  and  comprehensive  and  in  his  professicmal  labors  he  has  shown 
himself  amply  qualified  to  cope  with  the  intricate  problems  that  continually 
confront  the  practitioner  in  his  efforts  to  prolong;  li  fe  and  restore  health.  Per- 
sonally, he  is  genial  and  nnassuining  and  easily  makes  friends  and  enjoys  a 
wide  and  loyal  acquaintance  throughout  the  county. 


WILLIAM  H.  HINMAN. 

Among  llie  i>rusjK'rtiiih  husun.">>  men  ot  1  JeKail>  cuiiiiu .  Inthaiia.  the  mjIj- 
ject  of  this  review  occupies  a  deservedly  conspicuous  place  and  the  following 
brief  outline  of  his  career  and  tribute  to  his  worth  should  be  perused  by  those 
whose  lifework  is  yet  a  matter  of  the  future.  Honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
considerate  of  the  rights  of  others  and  a  man  whose  influence  has  ever  been  on 
the  side  of  right,  his  life  has  lieen  fraught  with  good  to  bis  fellows  and  the 
world  made  better  by  his  presence. 

W'illinTn  H  Hinman  i>  a  nativr  of  DeKalb  c«>unty.  Indiana,  having  been 
born  in  Smithtield  t»»vviiship  on  l)ecemi)er  2,  1858.  His  jiarents  wercMt)rgan 
O.  and  Mary  Jane  (Yard)  Hinman.  Morgan  ().  Hinman  was  bom  July 
JO,  1 832,  between  Akron  and  Middlebury,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Orron  and  Elisa- 
beth (Haynes)  Hinman.  l^ong  liefore  the  advent  of  railroads  tlirough  this 
section  of  the  country  and  when  Morgan  Hinman  was  but  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years,  his  fatlu  r  had  come  X<>  DeKalb  county.  Indfana.  au<l  lH>ught  two  farms, 
one  located  at  H.imics'  ('orner<,  nf>rtli  of  (  ,;irri-tt,  .iiid  llir  otticr  in  Sniithticltl 
township,  near  the  C'edar  Lake  tliurtli.  He  icliuiuil  !«»  hi>  Oliiu  home-  and 
prepared  to  bring  his  family  liere,  but  his  death  occurred  l)efore  they  starieil. 
He  left  a  widow  and  six  children,  four  daughters  and  two  sons.  A  year 
later  the  widow  and  her  children  came  to  DeKalb  county,  establishing  the 
family  home  on  the  Haynes*  Comers  farm,  where  she  spent  the  remainder 
of  her  days.  Morgan  Hinnmn  was  fourteen  years  old  when  the  family  came 
here,  and.  being  the  oldc-t  s  iii  and  ne\t  to  the  oldest  child,  he  liecame  prac- 
tically the  head  of  the  family,  remaining  with  his  mother  until  his  marriage. 
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AbwA  iBs7  be  erected  a  rude  cabin  on  the  Smithfield  township  farm,  which 
had  no  floor  and  was  a  typical  home  of  that  period.   He  married  about  that 

linic  Mary  Jane  ^'ard.  lx>rn  June  13.  1835.  in  Devonshire,  England,  the 
(laiijjliter  of  John  and  I'.lizatxtli  ^';lnl,  Slk-  was  eis^htecii  vcars  of  age  at  thf 
time  of  the  family's  eniif^ratinn  lo  America,  her  birthday  hHvinj3f  occurred 
while  on  the  ocean,  on  which  trip  llie  family  s|)ent  eighteen  weeks.  Her 
family  was  among  the  early  settlers  near  (larrett,  and  all  the  members  of  this 
family  now  living  here  are  well  known  and  respected  citizens  of  their  re- 
spective communities.  Mary  Elixabeth  Yard  ami  her  brother  were  engaged 
in  teaching  school  here  in  the  early  vears,  and  thus  performed  their  part  in 
the  early  progress  and  advancement  f)f  the  ronmiunity.  After  his  marriage 
he  went  ahead  clearing  and  draining  his  farm,  which  lie  (le\el(i[K'd  into  a 
fine  tract  of  land,  and  when  the  Air  Line  <Iivisinn  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroa<l 
was  projectetl  through  this  i«H:ality,  he  engagai  in  clearing  off  timber  for  the 
right-of-way  of  this  road.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  forty  acres  of  the 
old  homestead,  but  later  he  also  hought  the  interests  of  two  sisters  in  his 
father's  estate,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  fine  land.  Event- 
ually he  sold  that  place,  wliich  is  now  known  as  the  Ren  Farrington  farm, 
and  about  1865  he  moved  to  the  Myer*:  farm,  two  miles  wnith  and  one  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  (\>runna,  where  he  remained  until  about  1881,  when 
he  movetl  to  Dixon  county.  Nel)raska.  Inlying  a  farm  at  Wakefield.  There 
his  wife  died,  I'ebmary  1,  1905.  Jind  subsequently  he  moved  to  Oklahoma, 
locating  in  Garfietd  amnty.  four  miles  south  of  Rnid,  where  his  death  oc- 
cttrred  on  May  t2,  1908. 

The  subjert  of  this  sketch  was  rearetl  to  numhood  on  the  farm  south- 
west of  Corunna.  DeKalh  county,  Indiana,  and  until  attaining  his  legal 
majority  he  worked  out  by  the  nioTifh  Durinfj  fii'^  votith  he  had  obtained  a 
fair  e<hication  in  the  public  >elir.oL.  aiid  thu--  hv  the  time  he  liad  attained  man- 
hood's years  he  liatl  f«)rmed  a  very  <lefinite  idea  ot  life's  responsibilities  and 
of  its  serious  aspects.  After  his  majority  he  was  for  four  years  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  grandmother's  i^ace  at  Haynes'  Comers,  and  then  spent  a  year 
engaged  in  a  like  pursuit  in  Smithfield  township.  He  then  went  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  resided  about  a  year  prior  to  his  father's  removal  to  that  state. 
Eventually  he  returned  to  DeKall)  county.  Tndinna.  an<l  after  his  marriajje 
in  1883.  he  bou^dit  fort\-  icre<;  of  latul  just  east  of  ('e<iar  Lake.  Sniitlifieltl 
township,  where  he  lived  about  sev  en  years.  He  then  moved  into  Waterloo, 
and  for  a  year  was  employed  in  a  furniture  store.  About  1895  Mr.  Hin- 
man  started  a  wagon  shop,  which  he  has  conducted  continuously  since.  erect- 
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ing  a  building  <mi  ihc  lot  where  he  is  now  located  and  equipping  it  with  b\  ery 
appliance  necessary  for  wajjon  repairinjj  and  work  in  kindred  h'nes  About 
live  years  ai,'<>  Mr.  iiinnmn  abo  put  in  a  line  of  agricultural  nupleuients.  and 
in  this  enterprise,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  he  lias  been  very  successful.  Iwing 
now  numbered  anions  the  leading  husmess  inen  of  his  city.  About  1907. 
Mr,  Hinman  sold  the  fotty  acres  which  he  had  first  purchased  here  and 
bought  fifty-six  acres  near  Cedar  Lake,  svod  in  the  fall  of  1913  he  bought  the 
Smalley  farm,  and  now  is  the  fiwner  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  can  be  found  in  DeKall)  county.  In  1908  Mr.  Hintnan  bought 
a  nice  home  on  I'nion  street,  in  Waterloo 

On  February  1,  1883,  Mr.  liinnian  was  juiIik!  in  marriage  with  Zella 
.Snwlley,  who  was  l>orn  in  Richland  township.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  the 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Loretta  (Farrington)  Smalley,  who  are  referred 
to  later  in  this  sketch.  Tn  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinman  has  been  bom  nne  daugh- 
ter. I  t '  tu  ,  will  is  now  the  wife  of  Lee  Wise,  of  .\uh«m,  and  they  hjive  two 
children.  Tlielnia  and  Lois. 

I-'ratcrnallv.  Mr  Iliniiian  is  a  uii'MibtT  of  [\h-  l-'ree  ;md  Acceptetl  Masons 
ami  tlie  luilependeiit  Order  of  0«1d  I'cllows.  while  he  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  Order  of  the  I'astern  Star  and  the  Paughters  ot  KelK'kah.  Re- 
ligiously, they  are  eanicst  members  of  the  Christian  church,  to  which  they 
consistently  give  a  liberal  support,  and  in  every  phase  of  Christian  endeavor 
they  have  stood  for  the  ticst  type  of  life.  Mr.  Hinnian  is  a  (piiet.  unob- 
trusive man  of  steady  habits  and  good  character,  and  he  has  fK'rformed  his 
full  juirt  accordini;  to  the  dictaks  of  ;ui  liotust  conscience  Uecause  of  his 
sturdy  integrity  and  his  imsinrsn  succe>-s  he  is  dc^rving  of  the  honorable 
jKisiiion  which  he  holds  in  the  community. 

.^S  nientioneil  before,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hinman  was  Jonathan  .'^nialley. 
son  of  Chester  ami  Esther  Smalley,  he  having  been  bom  in  Crawford  county 
Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1837.  With  his  parents,  lie  came  to  DeKalb 
county.  Indiana,  in  September,  1856,  the  family  settling  in  the  dense  wilder- 
ness which  then  coyered  the  western  part  of  the  county.  lonathan  assisted 
his  father  in  the  making  of  the  new  home.  heli)in*;  to  Iniild  the  log  rahin  which 
was  their  first  habit.Mtion.  The  ncarrst  town  to  ihem  uas  >even  mile>  tli^lallt 
and  the  nearest  railroad  twetu\  -ti\  e  miles.  In  the  winter  of  1858-1859  Jona- 
than Smalley  miited  with  the  Chriiaian  church.  He  was  nvirried  to  Loretta 
A.  Farrington,  a  member  of  the  same  church,  of  which  they  both  always 
were  faithful  members.  Three  children  were  bom  to  this  nurriage:  Mrs. 
Zella  Hinnian.  of  Waterloo;  Albert  B..  who  was  killed  in  a  sawmill  expI<Miion 
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in  December,  1888,  and  BoUand  D.,  of  Auburn.  In  1866  Mr.  Smalley  Ixjught 
a  tract  of  tuiimproved  land  in  Smithfidd  township,  DeKalb  county,  which  he 
deared  and  developed  into  a  fine  farm,  erecting  a  comfortable  home  and  good 
buildings.  Here  he  and  his  wife  s^eat  the  rest  of  their  days,  he  passing 
away  December  22,  191 2,  and  she  preceding  him  to  the  great  beyond  on 
November  13,  1912. 


ARTHUR  C.ARYDEN  WOLFE. 

\l  \:>  :\  ireiierall)  ;n  kntiwlcdgcd  tact  that  ji)iirnahsni  is  one  of  the  most 
iin|Mjrtant  factors  in  twentieth-century  life,  exerting  as  it  thK'^  an  infltiemx-  -  n 
l^ractically  every  department  of  society.  This  relation  is  just  as  actual  and 
potent  in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns  as  in  the  large  cities,  and  he  who  direct-* 
the  policy  of  a  news|)aper,  or  wields  the  pen  which  expresses  that  policy, 
exerts  a  personal  control  over  local  thought  and  acticm  not  equalled  by  any 
other  profession.  .Among  the  newspaper  men  of  DeKalb  coimty  who  have, 
by  their  [)ro«^rre';sive  attititrle  toward  local  affairs,  cnntrilnitid  in  a  very  dt-finite 
way  to  the  .id\aticenient  of  ilir  unnnumity,  is  the  ^cntlcnian  uhusv  name  ap- 
pears above  and  who  is  successfully  publishing  the  Macs  at  .\shley. 

.Arthur  Caryden  Wolfe,  third  son  of  John  Manuel  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
( Frazier)  Wolfe,  was  bom  at  Antwerp,  Paulding  county,  Ohio.  April  9.  1876. 
Iking  one  of  ten  children,  he  was  forced  by  necessity  to  leave  school  after 
linishing  the  eighth  grade,  and  his  education  was  finished  while  learning  the 
piiiitini,'  trade,  under  Col.  lames  11  Mnhnrt.  inihli^lu-r  of  the  Condnctiial 
((ihii>)  Sews,  Colonel  Fluhart  outlined  a  course  of  study,  furnished  the 
h(K>ks  and  acted  in  the  double  caimcity  of  tutor  and  employer  for  a  period  of 
six  year.s  banning  in  October.  The  Colonel  was  a  grand  type  of 

man.  pos^sessing  a  5ne  sense  of  honor,  and  was  also  a  man  who  would  rather 
be  right  than  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was  a  college  graduate  and 
taught  school  prior  to  llic  Civil  war,  in  which  latter  ser\  ice  he  won  hoth 
honors  and  distinction,  wcnniii:  tlic  rei^aiin  of  a  colonel  when  the  uar  cl<i-.c(l. 
It  was  under  Colonel  Fluhart  that  .Mr.  \\ Dlfe  was  inspired  with  the  idea  of 
l)econiing  publisher  of  a  country  newspaper,  for  Mr,  Fluhart  was  an  ideal 
pioneer  publisher,  his  young  apprentice  often  sharing  hardships,  which  have 
since  i)n»vetl  invaluable  to  him  in  his  work. 

Mr.  Wolfe  first  became  interested  in  the  printing  business  while  residing 
with  his  parents  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  where,  after  i^rhoo!  hours  and  during 
school  vacations,  he  was  a  "ncivsit.     His  tir.st  armful  of  daily  papers  came 
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from  the  office  of  the  South  Chicago  Calumet,  after  which  several  of  the 
^iown-town  papers  were  sold  by  hitn,  pilgrimages  often  being  made  to  the 

down-town  "streets,  wliere  he  sold  to  many  of  the  huriying  people  on  the 
main  thoroughfares.  The  Ijattles  nith  the  other  newsboys  for  "eonicr 
rights"  bnt  adfled  to  his  knowledge  of  humanity  and  broadened  his  ideas  as 
to  the  "coninion  rights  of  others.  "  O.  C  LaBoe,  a  reporter  on  the  L>tMVY 
Catnmet,  interceded  in  his  behalf  and  '^Newsie  Woffe"  was  granted  the  right 
to  sweep  the  offices  and  composing  room  at  a  dime  per  night.  The  scattered 
type  in  the  composing  ro<mi  and  his  manifest  interest  in  the  types  lead 
"Shorty"  Rurk.  a  com|K)sitor.  to  teach  "New sit  Wolfe  "  the  news  case,  and 
subsecpiently.  when  the  Wolfe  family  returned  !■>  Ohio  to  reside,  he  kept 
asking  Kditor  i'luhan  tor  a  '  )oh."  until  tiial  kind.  l)encM>leni  old  gcnlk-man 
finally  consented  for  him  tt»  iK'Come  an  apprentice,  under  the  condition  that 
he  was  to  study  such  books  as  would  be  furnished  and  endeavor  to  become,  to 
use  the  exact  phrase  of  Mr.  Flnhart.  "mentally  ctpiipped  to  become  a  great 
editor."  Mr.  Wolfe  lays  no  claim  to  being  the  great  editor  as  indicated:  but 
he  does  consider  that  the  editor  of  c\en  n  eotintrv  ne\v<5pa]>er  has  a  great  re- 
sponsibility. He  endeav<»r<^  t«i  \k  ei»iisi-.tent  and  not  to  heiray  bis  tnist  nor 
take  advantage  t>f  his  position  in  the  c(»mnninity  by  |>erverting  his  coKunns 

to  a  wrong  use. 

Mr.  Wolfe  published  weekly  papers  at  Deshler.  Ohio.  Columbus  (irove. 

Ohio,  and  .Montgomery.  .Michigan,  after  working  in  vari<nis  offices  as  printer 
and  l(Kal  etlitor.  buying  the  Ashley  \n\^-s  in  K^io  of  J.  L.  (iillespie.  the 
founder.  The  .\<b!e\  Xrws  was  started  in  it/x^.  after  J.  F.  Coss.  (uiblisher 
of  the  ,\shley  'I'itius,  became  involved  in  a  suit  over  a  deal  of  his  newspaper 
property,  when  the  Times  was  discontinued.  The  subscription  list  of  the 
yews  was  very  ^mall.  only  containing  two  hundred  names  when  purchased 
by  Mr.  Wolfe,  but  today  it  contains  nearly  eight  hundred  and  fifty  names — 
which  ^ives  one  some  idea  of  Mr.  Wolfe's  ability  as  a  newspaper  man. 

Mr.  Wolfe  was  jinited  in  marriaifc  (IctDher  lo.  i^^O/.  at  Continental. 
Ohio,  to  Julia  Irene,  daughter  of  Irene  and  l.nirna  (ITnll)  Harhaugh.  "Po 
this  union  seven  daldren  were  born,  one  «lying  m  infancy.  The  si.\  living 
children  are:  Emma  Elizabeth.  Edward  Keith.  Lester  Kenneth.  Leota  ;\vis. 
.Arthur  Charles  and  John  Manuel. 

The  Ashley  News  is  e(|uipi)ed  with  modem  ix)wer  machinery  and  up-to- 
date  printing  material  throughout,  which  is  free  from  incumbrance.  The 
volume  of  business  done  each  year  about  f'nir  thousand  dollar'^,  wHieh 
would  mdicate  that  the  .Wii'^  office  is  at  least  gettmg  the  Imsiness  rightly 
belonging  to  it  in  its  field. 
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HENRY  E.  COE. 

Ainong  the  men  of  earnest  purpose  and  useful  life  whose  record  lias 
been  not  only  creditable  to  themselves,  but  has  dignified  the  arnimunity  in 
which  they  have  resided,  the  subject  of  thift  iiketch  holds  high  rank,  and  in 

the  pedagogical  profession,  to  which  his  lifetime  has  been  devoted,  he  has 
achieved  a  record  next  to  none  of  his  contemporaries. 

Henry  E.  Coe  was  lx>rn  in  Cuyahoga  county.  Ohio.  Septetnljer  24.  1853, 
the  son  of  William  L.  and  Ann  (Crooks)  Coe.    William  L.  Coe  was  a 
native  of  New  England,  his  ancestors  being  of  English  descent,  the  lineage 
befaig  traced  back  to  the  fourteenth  century  m  the  mother  country.  The  sub- 
ject's mother  was  lx>m  in  Trumbull  county.  Ohio,  and  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction.   William  I..  Coe  removed  from  his  New  England  home  to  Cuya- 
lK>tra  fount \  .  Ohid.  and  was  there  married  to  ,\nn  Crook*--,  who  accompanied 
him  un  their  removal  to  DeKalh  county  in  1858.  the  suhjcct  of  this  sketch 
at  thai  lime  l>emg  Inn  five  years  old.   The  family  settled  in  Lnion  township, 
where  the  father  followed  day  laboring  and  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  his  death  occurring  in  1887.   His  wife  died  in  1882.   The  subject 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Union  township,  the  high 
school  at  WaterlcK*  and  Oberlin  College.  Ohcrlin.  Ohio,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  f»f  this  county.    After  foHowing 
teacliintj  m  the  graded  schools  for  a  uliile,  I'rofe'jsor  Coe  became  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Waterloo,  and  was  later  principal  for  four  years  of  the 
high  school  at  .\ubum.    Then  followed  one  year  as  principal  of  the  schools 
at  Orhind,  Indiana,  after  which  he  returned  to  Auburn,  where  he  taught 
for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  was  elected  sitperintendent  of 
tiie  Butler  schools.    After  three  years'  efficient  and  appreciated  service  in 
this  ca'inrity  lie  was  elected  county  su|>erintendcnt  of  the  schools  for  a  twt> 
year  term.  an<l  then,  hy  the  same  I oard.  wa<  elected  to  the  reg^^ilar  four-year 
term.    .\  noteworthy  testimonial  to  rr(>ic>.sor  Ctn;  s  ability  and  standing  in 
the  community  is  the  fact  that,  though  Republican  in  his  political  views,  he 
was  elected  by  a  Democratic  board.   He  served  fourteen  years  as  county 
superintendent,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  was  called  back  to  Butler  to 
take  charge  of  the  sdxwls  of  that  place,  and  where  he  is  still  actively  engaged. 
A  well-educated,  symmetrically  developed  man.  Professor  Coe  takes  a  <leep 
interest  in  his  profession,  keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  thoucjht 
relative  to  ]>edagogical  matters,  and  as  an  educator  has  a  reputation  which 
extends  far  beyond  the  borders  of  his  own  county.    A  public  speaker  of 
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recognized  ability,  Professor  Coe  has  made  many  forceful  and  effective  ad- 
dresses on  educational  and  kindred  tc^cs,  and  is  a  welcome  member  of  any 

circle  which  he  enter*?. 

On  November  16,  1875,  Henry  i;.  Coe  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hattie 
A  Ueed.  tlie  <laiiglner  of  liiaac  and  Harriet  IL  (Hackley)  Keed  I^nar 
Keed  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  was  killed  in  a  ciiarge  of  Lniun 
troops  at  Atlanta.  He  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  as  was  his  wife,  and 
waa  an  early  settler  of  DeKalb  county.  To  Professor  and  Mrs.  Coe  have 
been  bom  "five  children,  viz:  Jessie,  the  wife  of  Spencer  Bait  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota;  Rol)ert,  of  Hurl  ank.  California;  Bernard  H..  deceased:  George, 
of  Anlitirn  :  and  I'ar!,  who  is  attenfling  Weslcyan  University  at  Delaware. 
Ohio.  Folilically.  Uie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  Ke|niblican.  while  fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  religious 
connections  are  with  the  Methodist  I'piscopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  con- 
itistent  member  and  an  earnest  supporter.  Genial  and  unassuming  in  man- 
ner. Professor  Coe  has  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  DeKalb  county,  and 
enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm  and  loyal  personal  friends. 


FRANK  W.  OLINGER 

Ani(inL(  tlK.>e  persons  who  have.  i»\  viitn-.  "t  liieir  strong  individual 
qualities,  varii.d  their  way  to  high  .^tanduig  ni  ilie  estimation  of  their  fellow 
citizens,  having'  1')  sheer  force  of  character  and  persistency  won  their  way 
from  an  humble  beginning;  to  a  i*lace  of  influence  and  prominence  in  the  com- 
munity, where  they  are  active  in  business  affairs,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
entitled  to  specific  mention  in  a  volume  of  the  character  of  the  one  at  hand. 

Frank  W.  dinger  was  horn  in  Keyser  township.  PcKrilb  county.  Indi- 
ana, ri  short  distance  west  of  .\iihin-n,  on  March  1.  1870.  and  he  is  a  son  of 
John  S  anil  I.iu'v  O  anl  >  Olini^rr  The  subject's  paternal  grandpiirenls  were 
David  H.  and  KilKCca  ^.Swihart)  Olinger.  David  U.  Olinger  was  lx>rn  near 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  on  June  17.  1813.  and  died  near  Auburn,  Indiana,  on 
December  19,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  was  descended  from 
good  old  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock.  He  emigrated  from  Maryland  to  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  where,  on  h\bruary  18,  1836,  he  married  Rebecca  Swihart. 
and  theri-,  on  Fel)rtiary  3f.  1837.  their  only  child.  John  S  .  was  horn  They 
remained  in  Stark  county  until  Xnifust,  1846,  when  tluy  came  to  Tr'tf^-'na. 
They  drove  through,  the  journey  being  one  characterized  by  hardships,  potn 
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roads,  bridgeless  streams,  and  other  cuiiditioni.  which  made  the  journey  a 
tiresome  and  ofttimes  dangerous  experience.  Upon  their  arrival  here  they 
located  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Aubuni,  where  David  bought  eighty  acres 
of  timber  land,  on  which  not  a  stick  had  been  cut   For  a  time  the  family 

lived  on  a  near-by  tract,  on  which  was  a  small  cabin,  with  the  roof  so  low 
that  they  could  reach  it  from  the  ground.  Ab<Hit  a  year  hiter  they  moved  to 
the  Henry  Shiill  place,  north  of  Atthnrn.  where  tlicv  lived  alu^ut  three  years, 
moving  from  there  to  the  Rrandoii  farm,  two  miles  west  ot  Auburn,  where 
they  remained  ten  or  twt-lvc  years.  I  iien  Mr.  Olinger  iKnij^ht  eigluy  acres 
just  south  of  tl»t  tract,  on  which  he  built  a  house,  that  being  about  two  years 
prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  and  there  David  (linger  made  his  per« 
manent  home.  His  first  wife  died  on  February  2Q,  1870,  and  on  October 
ID,  1878,  he  married  Margaret  Kiestrick,  who  died  on  the  12th  of  October. 

After  her  ckath  Ik-  lived  with  his  son.  John  S.  Olinger.  l*'or  alxuit 
tweiity-fivc  years  David  W.  Olinger  served  his  community  as  justice  of  the 
jjeace  ami  was  honoretl  and  esteenuMl  by  all  who  knew  him. 

John  S.  dinger  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  (Mirents  hrouglit  him  to 
DeKalb  county,  and  he  was  thus  an  eye-witness  of  the  early  de%-elopment  of 
this  section  of  the  country.  When  he  came  here  Indians  were  still  roaming 
the  forests  and  deer  were  as  numerous  as  sheep  are  today.  T.i\  ing  cenulitions 
were  primitive  in  the  extreme  for  the  first  few  yi-ars,  and  in  the  j^i^antic 
task  of  clearing  tin-  laiul.  (U\  ilMpinj.,'  farms  rmd  makin'^'  piiHlic  improvements 
lie  had  an  active  part.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  nt  ;i  \\ < >'><l-.nnm  and  his  »>uii 
first  land  was  acquired  through  his  skill  in  wr)odcraft,  tor  iiy  culling  the 
timber  from  forty  acres  he  was  given  a  forty-acre  tract  m  pyment  for  his 
labor.  In  1862,  John  S.  Olinger  enlisted  in  Oimpany  A,  One  Hundredth 
Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  his  regiment  being  assigne<1  to  the 
Western  Army.  He  prove<l  a  faithful  and  rnm  au'ei  >u^  -oldier.  hut  after 
about  ten  momii'^'  >ervice  he  was  honoralih  di'^chariieti  iR-cause  of  pliysical 
disability.  His  illness  w  inrapacitateti  him  tliat  he  was  practically  nnahU-  to 
work  for  alK)ul  a  year  afterward.  He  then  bought  forty  acres  of  lan«l  north 
of  Ciarrett,  a  part  of  which  he  cleared,  and  then  sold  that  tract  and  iKiught 
forty  acres  located  about  one  and  a  half  miles  farther  east,  of  which  about 
an  acre  had  been  cleared  and  on  which  was  a  log  house.  He  cleared  the  re- 
mainder i)f  tlrnt  land,  which  he  iulti\  atrd  for  a  few  years,  and  then  sold  it 
and  bought  forty  acres  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Auburn,  which,  like  the  |)re- 
^/eding  place,  had  but  a  small  portion  cleared.  However,  a  trifling  matter 
(40) 
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like  that  offered  tu  him  no  discouragement,  and  he  soon  had  the  tract  cleared 
and  in  cultivation.  He  has  lived  on  that  place  now  for  forty>(ivc  years  and 
has  made  of  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  his  section  of  the  county.  In  addition 
to  his  labors  as  n  farmer  and  wKxIsman,  Mr.  Olinger  worked  much  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  durintf  his  :u-ti\  !•  years. 

On  April  iS,  iShi,  jdliii  S  Olinjjer  married  I.iirv  Yard,  \vh<i  was  W^rn 
at  Exmouth,  England,  on  June  c).  184J.  the  daui^liter  f>f  Jolm  and  Mary 
(Simmons)  Yard,  llcr  parents,  who  were  hij^ldy  educated  and  well-to-do, 
were  princiitals  of  an  academy  in  En^and,  Uit  emi^rrated  to  this  country  in 
an  early  day,  probably  m  1852.  They  first  located  in  Cleveland,  M-here  they 
remained  a  short  time,  coming  then  to  DeKatb  connty  and  locating  a  mile 
north  of  (iarreit,  where  they  Ixiui^ht  a  farm  and  made  their  |a  rm.inent  home, 
their  nriginal  tract  cfimprisini^  about  sixty  acres.  Thou{,'h  .Mr.  ^'ard  was 
handicappe<l  hv  havin*,'  the  use  of  nnlv  <>ne  hand,  he  was  a  man  of  energy  and 
goo<i  business  aiiilily  and  evetitually  i)ecaane  <|uile  well-tr>-(lo.  To  I(»hn  S. 
and  laicy  Olinger  were  born  six  children,  namely:  Salome  dietl  in  infancy; 
David  B.  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years :  Frank  W.  is  the  imme<Hate  subject  of 
this  review;  Cora  E.  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  DitniarK  and  the>'  live  tw<» 
mikfs  south  of  Auburn:  Mitchell  H.  is  a  barljer  and  lives  at  Garrett:  Xcttic 
May  is  the  w  ife  of  llert  Lockuoi.d  and  t!ie\-  live  on  her  father's  farm,  one 
and  a  half  miles  wt-st  <>{  Auburn.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  011 
January  29.  lOoK.  a?  the  age  of  siMv-five  years,  having  been  an  iuv.ab'd  for 
many  years.  Despite  lu-r  sulTerings.  slic  e\cr  remained  cheerlul  and  patient. 
e\'incing  and  expressing  an  unfailing  tni«!t  in  an  all-wise  Providence.  She 
was  reared  in  the  Church  of  England,  or  the  Episcopal  church,  hut  later 
identified  herself  with  the  Lut1ier;in  church,  of  which  she  was  an  earnest  and 
faithful  member.  John  S.  Oliiiger  is  a  member  of  the  Gram|  Army  of  the 
Re^niblic  and  the  I-anuers'  .Vlliatue  Tie  is  a  man  of  tui(|Uestioned  integrity 
and  cousistent  life  and.  I»ecause  of  bis  ri'dit  living.  h'\<  kindly  nattire  ami  his 
suecess  in  life,  he  enjoys  a  high  standing  in  the  comiuunity  honore<l  hv  his 
citizenship. 

Frank  W.  Olinger  remained  with  his  iiarents  on  the  h«mie  farm  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority.  In  Novemlier.  1908,  he  moved  into  Auburn.  Inly- 
ing a  good  residence  property  on  South  Jackson  street.  F^e  was  a>snci- 
ated  with  John  Gark  in  the  furniture  business  until  he  accepted  the  nomina- 
rinn  for  sheriff  in  the  fall  of  being  noniinate<l  l)y  the  Republican  ()arty 

for  tliat  office,  but,  ouirii,'  tn  the  Democratic  larulslide  of  that  year,  he  went 
down  to  defeat  together  w  itii  the  rest  of  the  ticket.    On  March  14,  1913.  Mr, 
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dinger  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Auburn,  in  partnership  with  Ura 
IBrandon,  and  to  this  business  he  is  now  giving  his  undivided  attention.  They 
carry  a  cc»i|dete  line  of  all  kinds  of  lumber,  together  with  general  building 
Jupi^ies  and,  owing  to  their  excellent  t)usiness  nH'tliods  and  c\  >dent  desire  to 

please  their  customers,  they  arc  enjoying  their  full  share  of  patronage.  In 

September,  iqii.  Mr.  OVuv^t'T  iMuiftht  ri  fiunntifnl  h<>nw  at  the  corner  of 
Thirueiith  and  Main  streets,  which  he  has  improved  and  where  he  now 
resides. 

On  Sei>tent1xrr  30,  1891,  Frank  W.  Olinger  was  nuirrietl  to  Mary  M. 
I>itmars,  wbut  was  bt»rn  abmit  three  miles  south  of  Auburn,  the  daughter  of 
Issaac  and  Martlia  ((George)  Ditmars.  Isaac  Ditnmrs,  who  was  iKprn  in 
Wayne  cotmtx.  Ohi<»,  on  September  7,  1837.  was  the  son  'f  John  A.  and 
RUza  (NefF)  Ditmars,  who.  in  i^S}  f'^'n*'  OeKalh  county,  Indiana,  locat- 
itlij  It  mile  and  a  half  ^^ntitli  'il  .'Miluirn,  ulicre  tht'\-  matlc  their  prrmanent 
home.  There  jolui  A.  Ditmars  owneci  a  farm  and  a  good  water-power  saw- 
mill. In  the  biiiklin){  of  the  latter  Isaac  Ditmars  had  a  hand  and  there  he 
labored  many  a  d.ay  and  night.  John  A.  Ditmars.  who  was  liom  in  New 
Jersey  on  November  28,  181 1.  married  Kliza  NelT,  wln>  was  a  native  of 
Hunterdon  county.  New  Jersey.  On  their  DeKalh  county  homestead  Isaac 
Ditmar.<  was  reared  to  maturity  and  took  tannin/  tor  his  lite  oecu|iation. 
( )n  Septemher  jj.  be  enlisted  in  ( "onipan\  I".  I'"<m  ; \  fi  nrth  K'ei^iment 

Indiana  \ Ohurccr  lnfaiilr\.  nitli  wliieli  lu-  >a\'  ^opu.'  «.e\rri-  xrvice.  A*  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  lie  r«;ceiM(l  a  serinns  woiual.  from  (be  elTccis  of  which  he 
was  rendered  unfit  for  duty  and  rtTe'ved  jmi  hom»ral)lc  discluirgo.  He  still 
limps  some  from  the  effects  of  ihe  injury.  After  rcttirning  honie.  Isaac  Dit- 
mars resumed  his  farmim;  oinra  »<>r.s  sfn'ih  of  At  htirn,  hi  which  he  met 
with  good  success,  at  one  time  owning  three  hundre<l  and  iweniy  acres  of  iaml. 
Since  the  death  of  bis  wifi  In  has  made  his  home  ^^it1)  lii>  sifter.  Mrs. 
Kmilv  Heed,  alioiit  n  Tiiilr  and  .i  half  north  of  .\nburn.  On  ()ctol»er  30, 
1862,  Isaac  Ditmars  m;irried  .\iartha  ( norj^e,  who  was  lK>rn  in  W  ayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Nancy  (McGeiland) 
George,  who  came  to  Indiana  in  1844.  To  Isaac  and  Martha  Ditmars  were 
bom  four  children,  namely:  tUysses  Ellsworth  was  killed  by  falling  from 
a  tree  Octol)er  2.  1873.  in  the  eleventb  year  of  his  a>;e :  Cieitrjje  M.  is  a  fanner 
afMuit  twfi  miles  south  of  Aiihum  :  Mary  M..  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  (^linjtjer; 
.Anna  L  .  the  wife  of  Frank  Dawson,  who  lives  a  mile  north  of  Aulmrn 
The  mother  of  these  chiUlren.  who  |»as.sed  aw:iy  t»n  .April  21).  1905.  was  a 
worthy  woman  and  a  lii^fhly .  esteemed  member  of  the  niiptist  church  nt 
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Auburn.  To  Frank  \\  .  ami  Mary  M.  Olinger  have  been  t)om  three  children, 
namely:  Everett  D..  horn  September  30.  1803.  dietl  cm  December  5.  iS<>7; 
Kthd  Geratdine,  barn  June  16,  1807.  is  a  stiulent  in  the  Aiihurn  high  .school, 
and  George  M..  who  was  born  on  April  15,  1899.  is  also  a  student  in  the 

pubHc  scliool-  I  VrUernall} ,  Frank  W.  Olinger  is  a  ineniher  of  the  Kni>;lus 
nf  Pytlii;!--  and  tlu-  Knightf^  of  the  Maccabees.  Karuesi  purpnso  and  tireless 
energy,  comljined  whh  mature  jtulgnient  and  every-day  common  ■^ense.  Iiave 
l)een  among  his  mu,>t  |>roniinent  characteristics,  and  he  has  merited  the 
resjject  and  esteem  which  arc  accorded  him  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is 
broad-minded,  kind-hearted  and  friendly  in  his  relations  with  others  and  is 
universallv  well  liked. 


CHARLES  CAPR 

While  success  cannot  be  achieved  without  unflagging  industry,  the  fu- 
tility of  effort  is  often  noticeable  in  the  business  world  and  results  from  the 

fact  that  it  is  not  combined  with  sound  business  judgment.    Many  a  man 

who  fi^ivcs  his  entire  life  to  loll,  earnest  and  unremitting,  never  acquires  a 
competency,  but  when  his  lalx)r  is  well  directed,  prosperity  always  follnws. 
Mr.  Cai)p  is  one  wiiose  work  has  l>cen  .supplemented  by  careful  management 
and  today  he  is  among  those  who  have  triumphed  over  adverse  conditions 
and  won  success. 

Charles  Capp  was  born  in  Lorain  county.  Ohio,  on  Jidy  12,  1864.  the 
youngest  son  born  to  Edward  and  Sarah  Capj),  I  lis  early  life  was  s|K*nt  or» 
the  paternal  farmstead  and  liis  cducatioTi  \\a^  -crurcd  in  the  district  schools 
01  that  locality,  \fter  the  deatlj  oi  his  |>areiils.  ami  thai  <il  his  elder  iirolher 
in  1882,  Mr.  Capp  went  to  Morenci.  Michigan,  to  carry  on  the  latter's  busi- 
ness. After  spending  five  years  in  that  city  as  a  stock  dealer  and  butcher. 
Mr.  Capp  came  to  Butler,  Indiana,  and  entered  into  a  partnership  with  hi» 
brother  Ed\s  ard  in  the  meat  business.  They  started  in  on  a  small  scale,  but 
hv  strict  attpntinn  to  their  enterprise  ami  fair  dealings  with  their  patrons. 
thc\  liinh  np  a  latm-  and  jtnwpirdiH  I)ii>iiu-ss,  so  that  later  on  they  were 
enabled  to  purcliase  a  building  ot  their  own.  luiward  (  apj)  sold  his  interest 
in  the  business  to  his  brother  Wtlliam»  but  eventually  the  subject  bought  his 
brother's  interest  and  conducted  the  meat  market  successfully  for  twenty 
years.  In  1903  Mr.  Capp  purchased  the  Madden  farm,  located  east  of  Bttller^ 
on  which  he  built  a  slaughter  h<m<v  and  a  iari^i  Mock  barn,  and  in  iqoS  <ah[ 
his  meat  market  in  Butler  to  .\.  L.  Lake,  of  SiKinccrville.  Indiana.   Mr.  Capp 
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tias  continued  to  hutchcr  for  the  local  trade,  hut  is  giving  his  chief  attention 
to  the  buying  and  selling  of  live  stock  of  all  kinds,  in  which  bu-iitu  ss  he  has 
met  with  pronounced  success.  He  is  a  good  judge  of  live  stock,  and  has 
'bought  and  shipped  immense  quantities  throughout  this  locality.  He  pos- 
sesses splendid  business  qualifications,  and  by  untiring  perseverance  and  the 
«xerd8e  of  sound  judgment  he  is  achieving  a  splendid  success  in  his  en- 
terprise. 

On  Xovembcr  24.  1889.  Charle*?  Capp  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lizzie  Swift,  of  I'avette,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  have  been  Ixirn  si.\  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  two  sons  and  one  daughter 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Capp  are  wdl  known  throughout  this  com- 
munity and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  all  who  know  them,  who  esteem  them 
because  of  their  excellent  qualities  and  gentiine  worth. 


GILES  THOMPSON  ABBEY. 

The  life  history  of  Hilcs  Thrmipson  Abbey,  one  of  the  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  vi-ncra!)lc  veterans,  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  in 
the  picturesque  little  town  of  Waterloo.  Indiana,  shows  what  industr>'.  good 
habits  and  staunch  citizenship  will  accomplish  in  the  battle  of  acquiring 
property  and  rearing  children  to  lead  steady  and  respectaUe  lives.  His  life 
has  been  one  replete  with  duty  well  and  conscientiously  performed  in  all  of 
its  rdations.  He  has  not  been  a  man  to  shrink  from  his  duty,  however  irk- 
some or  danperons.  and  it  is  such  traits  that  win  in  life's  affairs.  He  has 
conii'  down  to  ns  from  the  pioneer  period  and  has  noted  the  wondrous  trans- 
formation from  that  time  to  this,  playing  well  his  ])art  in  the  drama  of 
civilization.  He  has  been  an  advocate  of  wholesome  living,  and  cleanliness 
in  politics  as  well,  and  has  ever  been  outspoken  in  his  antipathy  to  wrong 
doing,  whether  by  the  humble  citizen  or  by  the  incumbents  of  influential 
offices. 

Giles  Thfnnpson  .\bbey.  who  for  forty-nine  years  has  been  a  resident 
of  DeKalb  countv,  Indiana,  was  Ixirn  on  November  24,  ii^2j.  in  Sandusky 
county.  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Alanson  and  Lucy  (Daggett)  .Vbljey.  both  of 
whom  were  bom  and  reared  in  Ontario  county.  New  York,  where  their  mar- 
riage also  occurred.  The  subject*s  paternal  ancestry  is  traced  back  in  an 
imbroken  line  to  emigrants  from  England,  who  located  in  Massachusetts, 
they  being  the  subject's  great-grandparents.   The  subject's  paternal  grand- 
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fatiier.  Joshua  Abliey.  who  was  lK)rn  in  Massachusetts,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revohition.  in  uhirh  also  his  bntthcr.  IhIhi,  was  an  officer. 
Joshua  Xhhcy  moved  to  Oniario  county.  New  York,  anil  tliere  Manson 
Abbey  was  born  in  1793,  and  who  was  eventually  a  soldier  in  the  war  oi  1812. 
After  his  marriage  in  1819  he  moved  to  Sandusky  county.  Ohio,  where  he 
liought  and  developed  a  farm.  In  1838  the  family  moved  to  Steuben  county. 
Indiana,  settling  in  Sleulien  township  about  one-half  mile  south  of  PleasMit 
hake,  where  the  father  s|)ent  the  rest  of  his  hfe.  his  death  occurring  in  1877. 
at  the  ajje  of  eighty-four  years.  His  first  wifr.  who  died  in  1840.  was  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  lived  fn  inatnruy  !ti  X'ovember,  1841. 
.\lanson  Al)l»ey  married  Mary  Hoyce.  whose  tleath  occurred  when  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  fifteen  years  oUl,  al  which  time  the  father  broke  up 
housekeeping.  His  first  wife,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  bom 
in  New  York  in  1803  and  wa.s  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Ds^gett. 

Giles  T  \Iil?ey  received  his  education  in  the  district  <chiMi|s  of  Sanduskx 
county.  Ohio  <  )ik*  of  his  Inst  teacher'^  wa"«  the  ^[raMdmotlK  r  if  Gen.  |.  H. 
XfrPherson.  tin-  latter  havinjj  been  a  playmate  of  the  «;ubiect  ui  his  youthful 
<lays.  (iilc>  .\l)t>ey  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  when  brought  to  Steuben 
coimty,  at  which  time  the  Indians  were  numerous  Iwrp.  atKl  in  his  youth  he 
wrestled,  ran  foot  races  and  engaged  in  nearly  all  the  sports  with  which  the 
Indians  were  familiar.  At  the  age  of  .fifteen  years  he  started  out  in  life  on 
his  own  account  and  for  a  year  was  employed  at  farm  work.  He  then 
apprentices!  himself  In  Irani  llu'  tanner's  trade  in  !ii>me  township,  ;i1 
which  iu'  \\a^  ciujili i\ cil  milil  he  was  t w cii*i\' nnr  \eavv  nld.  It  was  m>{  a 
luird  matter  to  liutl  employuKiU,  but  U  w.ts  cxircinely  dil'iiuli  to  get  money. 
Before  Mr.  .'\l)bey  had  attained  to  his  majority  he  had,  by  dint  of  the  most 
persistent  economy  and  closest  saving,  accumulated  money  enough  to  pur* 
•chase  forty  acres  of  land  and  about  the  time  he  1)ecanie  of  age  he  iMuight 
one  hundred  and  two  acres  adjoining  his  hrst  tract,  and  u|M)n  this  land  he 
enyfagcfl  in  fannini^  on  his  own  account.  At  the  trnu*  hv  5irsf  engaged  in 
learning  the  tautiuijj  ir.nle  he  bad  resetted  the  prniUge  of  going  to  sch«x)| 
three  months  each  wmtei.  This  he  did  until  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when 
the  teacher  of  his  school  quit  and  Mr  .Abbey  was  put'  in  his  place  and  taught 
school  during  the  winters  until  twenty- four  years  old.  He  had  very  little 
education  excej)!  what  he  could  pick  up  outside  of  the  school^  uliich  he 
atttiided.  but  by  dint  of  the  most  pi-rsistent  reading  and  cln^c  . il)vtM\ .ition 
he  became  a  well  informed  man.  In  1850  Mr.  .\bl>ey  was  married  .and  then 
continued  fanning  three  years,  at  the  end  ot  which  penod  he  sold  bis  fanu 
and  moved  to  Flint.  Steul)en  county,  and  Imttght  two  hundred  and  forty 
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acres  of  land  there,  which  he  sold  a  year  later.   He  then  moved  to  Lagrange 

county,  this  state,  and  for  three  yenr<;  wa?  enj^af^ed  in  the  milling  !)u>iness  at 
Mon^jo.  formerlv  called  M iin,iji)(|iiiii<ni.  hi  iSfxi  Ik-  ino\fd  hack  to  Steitl>en 
county,  where  he  resided  tour  years  and  where  his  wife  died  in  1864.  He 
then  moved  to  DeKalb  county  and  for  a  year  was  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  at  Waterloo,  but  sold  the  business  back  to  the  parties  of  whom  he 
hottgfht  tt.  The  next  year  he  erected  a  three-story  bride  business  Uock  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  street,  ahout  a  hli>ck  south  of  the  railroad,  and  during^ 
this  same  period  he  lost  three  thou>;and  dollars  throittjh  endorpini?  notes  for 
a  Waterloo  nieichan)  I  )iiriiicf  tiit.'  tollowiiij,'  two  years  Mr.  Abbc\  wa-; 
engaged  in  a  tniil  at  U  aicrJuo.  diiitig  the  buying  and  selling.  In  1870  he 
liecanie  agent  of  the  Fort  Wayne,  Jackson  &  Saginaw  Railroad,  which  runs 
north  and  south  through  Waterloo,  retaining  this  positi(m  for  six  years.  In 
i8;6  Mn  Abbey  became  cashier  of  the  DeKalh  Bank,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing twenty-seven  years  he  filled  this  iM)sition  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  his  associates  in  the  liaiik  and  to  the  palnjn>  of  tlic  iti<:tituti(jn.  Since  that 
time  Mr.  .M)l>ey  has  not  tiif>;age(l  in  any  |H'rmauenl  bii>ine<s  liecau.se  of  im- 
paired health,  tiiough  he  has  settled  a  numi)cr  of  estates  and  bought  and 
•dd  scmie  real  estate.  In  1909  he  unfortunately  fell  and  received  an  injury 
to  his  spine  which  has  since  rendered  him  an  invalid,  though  until  the  sum- 
mer of  19 1 3  he  was  able  to  go  about  and.  to  some  extent,  attend  to  busine.ss. 
He  is  now  residing  in  Waterlocj,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home 
on  the  south  edge  of  the  town,  his  daughter  and  her  husband,  Mr-  and  Mrs> 
H<»llesfer.  living  with  him. 

i'oiilically.  Mr.  Abbey  has  always  been  a  .staunch  Reniililican,  and  was^ 
an  enthttsiastic  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  party  in  early  days,  having 
a.^istefl  in  forming  the  Republican  organization  in  Stettben  county.  Fra- 
ternally, he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  for  forty-eight  years 
and  has  been  appreciative  of  the  work  and.  in  fact,  has  endeavored  to  exem- 
plify the  sublime  precepts  of  that  time-honored  order 

In  1850  Mr.  .XhlHry  was  united  m  marriaLje  to  .Martha  \.  I-oiit;.  who 
was  bom  in  Steul>en  county,  Indiana,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Guthrie)  Long.  Mrs.  Abliey  died  in  1864,  leaving  two  children,  Ella  J., 
now  the  wife  of  Wellington  H.  Holiester,  of  Waterloo,  and  Carrie  J.,  the 
wife  of  John  B.  Parse!!,  who  is  cashier  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Angola. 
Indiana.  In  1860  Mr.  Abbey  ni.in'cl  Mrs.  Lurene  (Howe)  Davis,  tlie- 
widow  f)f  Jose])!)  D.  Davis,  deceased,  late  of  .Aubnrn.  She  was  hnm  in  X^ew 
York  state  and  was  the  daughter  of  James  Howe.  She  came  to  l  ort  \\  aync, 
Indiana,  with  her  parents  and  there  married  Mr.  Davis,  by  whom  she  had 
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two  sons,  Hugh  and  Rmtnett.  To  her  union  with  Mr.  Abbey  were  born  two 
children.  Bdith  L.  the  wife  nf  Mhcrt  Theiss.  of  Memphis.  Tennessee,  and 
Karl  G..  who  h'ves  in  l\an>as  City,  where  he  \^  cnij>Ktyed  in  the  secret  service. 
He  is  a  man  of  great  physical  courage  aJid  is  sent  by  the  service  to  the  most 
important  cases.  He  was  recently  assigned  to  recover  two  pictures  of  rare 
value  that  had  been  stolen  and  his  Bnding  of  them  caused  a  great  deal  of 
favorable  comment.  He  nnrried  Maude  Drake,  who  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Ethel  and  Mino,  Mr.  Ahlx-y's  second  wife  died  in  1R82.  and  in  1885 
he  married  Saphrrmin  fTTo'iiie^)  'NfrF.ntarfer,  the  widnw  nf  \nthonv  Mc- 
F.ntarfer.  .Slic  harl  two  children  1>\'  her  first  marriage.  h(<th  of  whom  are 
<leccased.  Mrs.  .Xhlxy  dietl  in  ic/x)  after  twenty- tour  year.«.  of  hajipy 
wedded  life  together,  and,  being  a  woman  of  many  fine  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  her  death  was  considered  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community.  Xf r. 
AbbQr's  life  record  exhibits  a  career  of  unswerving  integrity,  indefatigable 
private  industry  and  wholesome  home  and  social  relations,  a  most  commend- 
able career  crn\^■ner^  with  success.  It  is  the  record  of  a  w eU-l>aIanred  mental 
and  mora!  emiNtitution,  strongly  markefi  hv  those  traits  of  character  which 
are  of  special  value  in  such  a  state  of  society  as  exists  in  this  ctnintry.  .A 
resident  of  DeKalb  county  for  nearly  a  half  century,  he  has  been  an  eye 
witness  and  participant  in  the  wonderful  development  which  has  diaracter- 
ixed  this  locality,  and  among  the  venerable  and  honored  citizens  of  the  county 
■no  man  enjoys  to  a  more  eminent  tiegree  the  respect  and  veneration  of  the 
people  with  whom  he  has  mingled  so  long,  l^eemise  of  his  genuine  worth 
.and  Ills  record  in  the  conmumity  he  is  clearly  entitled  to  represeiuation  among 
DeKalb  county's  representative  citizens. 


JOHN  VV  .  Dl  KSLKK. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  biograpter  has  an  opportunity  to  place  before 
the  readers  of  this  work  the  life  record  of  the  honorable  gentleman  whose 
name  initiates  this  paragraph,  for  he  is  deemed  emineiUly  worthy  of  repre 
sentation  along  with  the  l>est  and  mo.st  industrious  citij^eiis  of  DeKalb 
county,  nwin;.:  tn  the  fact  that  he  hel<.nK>  tn  the  energetic  and  enten)rising 
class  that  has  made  this  favored  .section  one  of  tlie  most  noted  and  richest 
in  the  i^rtai  Huosier  slate.  Enjoying  distinctive  prestige  as  a  fanner,  he 
has  achieved  marke<l  success,  while  his  practical  intelligence,  mature  judg- 
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nwnt  and  sound  business  principles  have  had  much  tu  do  in  niuulding  piiUic 
sentiment  in  the  community  where  he  has  long  mainfainecl  his  home. 

John  W.  Dtiesler  was  lx)m  nn  September  21.  1862,  111  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  sun  oi  I -or  in  G.  ami  Mary  (  Hampsher)  Duesler.  Lorin  G. 
IHiesler  was  born  on  July  12,  i8j4,  in  Potter,  Vates  county,  New  York,  the 
son  of  Willnm  and  Catherine  (Slossoti)  Duesler.  and  died  at  the  home  of 
his  dangler,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Metcalf,  east  of  Auburn,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 
on  Octolier  5.  1  ):  ',  ai  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  eight,  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  and  was  descended  from  sturdy 
German  ancestry  on  the  paternal  side,  his  mother  being  of  Yankee 
|)arentagc.  W  lien  lie  was  twelve  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Seneca 
county,  Ohio,  am!  later  to  Sandusky  county,  that  state,  near  Fremont,  where 
he  married  Mat  \  j.  llani|isher,  a  native  of  Qyde.  Ohio.  Th^  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  namely :  Francis  M. ;  Ada  S.,  who  died  in  infancy : 
Eliza  M..  now  Mrs.  J.  (i.  Diehr;  John  W.  and  .Minnie  B.,  the  wife  of  J.  W. 
Metcalf.  All  of  the  children  are  now  living  in  DeKalb  covmty.  except  Mrs. 
Diehr,  who  re'^ulr^  in  FrcTnoiU.  Ohio.  After  livin<^  eif,'ht  years  near  the  old 
home  Mr.  Duesiei  nmxeii,  11)  .May.  1864,  to  Indiana,  locating  about  two  miles 
east  of  Waterloo,  where  he  liegan  to  clear  lan<l  and  make  a  home.  By  indus- 
try and  thrift  he  was  enabled  to  buy  a  small  fann  which,  as  his  means  per- 
mitted, he  added  to  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  a  splendid  tract  of 
land.  In  1869  he  moved  to  Elkhart,  but  nine  months  later  returned  to  the 
home  farm.  After  nearly  fifty  years  of  weddeil  life,  his  wife  died  on 
December  10,  !904,  her  death  being  rnn<;idered  a  distinct  loss  to  the  commu- 
nity in  which  she  had  spent  «n  many  useful  year's.  T.orin  G.  Duesler  was  a 
man  oi  rare  (jualitics  ol  tliaractci  and  was  never  happier  than  when  attend- 
ing to  his  farm  and  cultivating  his  garden.  He  was  a  faithful  husband,  a 
loving  father  and  a  helpful  and  considerate  neighbor  and  upr^t  citizen.  To 
him  and  his  wife  were  bom  five  children,  namely:  One  who  died  in-  infancy; 
Francis  M.  lives  about  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Waterloo:  Eliza  M.. 
the  wife  of  (ieorge  Diehr.  of  Fremont.  Ohio:  Minnie,  the  wife  of  William 
Metcalf.  who  lives  alxmt  two  and  one-half  iiiile-^  east  of  .\nbTirn 

John  \V.  l)ne->ler  came  to  DeKalb  county  with  his  parciUs  when  but  two 
years  oltl  atul  was  reared  in  (irant  township  with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  a 
year,  xfhen  the  family  lived  at  Elkhart,  Indiana.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
labor  and  secured  an  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  about 
twenty-three  years  he  began  agricultural  efforts  on  his  own  account  on  the 
home  farm,  to  which  he  gave  his  attention  until  thirty  years  of  age  In  the 
firing  of  1895  he  rented  a  farm  in  the  south  part  of  Grant  township  and  in 
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thf  following  year  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  northwest  part  i>f 
section  thirteen,  which  he  (tjicratt-d  until  1907,  In  1904  be  had  bought  the 
farm  where  he  now  livts  in  tin-  northwest  quarter  of  section  fourteen,  the 
place  comprising  eight)  acres,  which  he  rented  imtil  1908,  when  he  located 
on  it.  In  the  spring  of  1910  he  sold  his  lirst  forty-acre  purchase  in  section 
thirteen.  The  farm  on  which  he  now  lives  is  splendidly  improved  in  every 
respect  and  is  numbered  among  the  best  farms  of  the  township.  The  present 
condition  '  f  tite  farm  is  due  to  the  persistent  and  tmtiring  efforts  of  Mr. 
Dueslcr,  who  has  spared  Ui  1  !ahf)r  nor  expense  in  jnittinc^  the  farm  into  con- 
ditif>n  that  wil!  in  the  luturc  bring  the  best  rf^uh-^.  lie  raises  all  the  crn\is 
comnioii  to  tins  locaiit)  and  also  gives  some  attention  to  live  stock  and  in  ah 
his  efforts  is  meeting  with  well  deserved  success. 

On  February  6.  1894,  Mr.  Duesler  married  Rosa  Mutzfelt,  who  was 
bom  in  Wilmington  town.shii),  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Magdalena  (Sclaugh)  Mutzfelt.  Christian  Mutzfelt  was  bom  in  Xassau, 
(k-rmany,  «)n  .March  25,  1827.  and  his  wife  in  Haden,  (iermany.  Mr.  Mutz- 
tdl  was  reared  in  his  native  communify  and  in  1S50  was  married  to  Henri- 
etta Schneider,  to  wliu  h  union  six  chiUlieii  were  l)orn.  He  came  to  America 
in  1854,  locating  west  of  Auburn,  Indiana.  In  1S64  he  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  army  and  on  January  28th  of  the  following  year  his  wife  died.  On 
July  23,  1866,  he  married  Magdalena  Sdaugh.  who  was  bom  on  February 
24,  (835.  the  daughter  of  Detrich  and  Katherine  (Happ)  Sctaugh.  Her 
mother  died  when  she  was  but  eight  jears  old  and  thereafter  she  lived  in 
r"icrmany  until  niliet<-en  rears  nld,  when  she  and  a  sifter,  Rosa  Sclancrh. 
three  years  older  than  iiei>tli.  came  tn  Anierica  with  a  jiarty  of  neii,'ht)i irs 
She  had  a  brother  and  twi»  sisters  in  Lancaster  county,  I'ennsylvania,  and 
her  puri)Ose  was  to  live  with  them.  However,  when  her  sister  married  and 
nuivcd  to  Ohio,  she  accomiianied  her.  and  eventually  came  to  DeKalb  county 
with  her  sister,  living  near  Comnna  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Mutzfelt.  Mr. 
Mutzfelt  was  a  successful  farmer,  having  started  with  twenty  acres  of  land 
west  of  Auburn,  but  later  sold  this  and  bought  a  farm  west  of  Rntler.  where 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  acli'.c  vears,  his  death  nrctiirini;  lluri:  on  Xovember 
(i.  1892,  leaving  a  wife,  nine  chiklrcn  and  nine  graiidciiiUlren.  a  brother  and 
sister.  He  was  a  member  of  the  L'nitcd  Brethren  church  from  the  year 
1878.  and  was  faithful  and  earnest  in  the  performance  of  his  church  duties. 
He  helped  to  build  a  new  church  edifice,  which  was  dedicated  just  two  weeks 
after  his  death.  Mrs.  .Mutzfelt  now  lives  with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  Duesler. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duesler  have  been  bora  live  children,  nanwly:  Lena  M.. 
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born  May  5.  1895;  Helen  V.,  born  October  14,  1898;  Ralph  L.,  born  June 
21,  1901 ;  Charles  W.,  born  Septeml)er  29,  1904,  and  Rutli  W  ,  !)orn  March 
13.  1907,  who  (lied  in  infancy.  Mr.  Diic^ler  and  the  members  of  his  family 
are  a!!  affihatcd  with  the  United  Bretiircn  church,  in  the  ])rns]K*rity  of  which 
they  are  ail  deeply  interested  and  to  the  support  ol  ^liuii  he  contributes 
liberally  of  his  means.  Mr.  Duesler  has  a  wide  acquaintance  and  hosts  of 
friends  as  the  result  of  his  genial  disposition,  his  kindness»  honesty  and 
uprightness  and  his  unquestioned  business  ability,  being  one  of  the  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  his  community,  where  he  ha5  spent  the  major  portion  of 
his  useful  and  busy  life. 


JOHN  MORRISON  KIMSEY. 

Among  the  men  of  a  past  gcneialit)n  who  impressed  their  i)ersonahty 
'111  the  civic  and  public  hfe  <if  DcKalli  rminty  was  John  M.  Kimsey,  who 
lor  many  vears  was  an  intlnential  .nid  potent  factor  in  the  welfare  and 
developHKiii  of  this  locality,  lie  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  on  Octo- 
ber 9.  1833,  and  he  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Boland  and  Sarah  (Carr) 
Kimsey.  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Kimsey  was  bom  on  December  7,  1806,  probably 
in  the  !«tate  of  Virginia,  while  his  wife»  Sarah  Carr,  was  bom  on  February 
iS  1H07,  in  Anneskillin.  Ireland.  Thomas  R.  Kim.scy  was  the  son  of  jnlm 
Knr.scy.  who  was  lorn  in  England  and  came  to  America  as  an  ofTicer  in  the 
|{ritisli  army.  hut.  when  lie  renliwd  wlial  the  American  colonies  were  titjhting 
for.  h:-  left  the  British  army,  and  hater,  at  the  request  of  CieiKial  Washing- 
tun.  iKcame  an  officer  in  the  American  army,  being  killed  during  the  progress 
of  the  wai.  Me  had  brought  his  wife  to  this  country  and  located  in  Balti- 
UKire.  He  left  one  son.  John  Kimsey.  who  married  Lydia  Boland,  and  they 
vcre  the  parents  of  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Kimsey.  The  latter  s  wife,  Sarah  Carr 
Kimsey.  died  in  W  aterloo.  Indiana,  on  .September  9,  1875.  having  made  her 
home  \\  ith  her  ^i>n.  Dr.  'I  llamas  M.  The  latter  hccrnne  a  well  kntwn  and 
suecessiul  phy-.Kiiiii.  being  engaged  in  practice  at  CarnjUton.  Ohio,  aiul  hilei 
n.oved  to  .Monmouth,  .\danis  county,  this  state,  and  in  1852  came  to  .Auburn, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  numbered  among  the  pioneer  physicians  of  that  com- 
munity. Hi3  death  occurred  on  May  6.  1856,  and  his  passing  away  was  con- 
sidered a  di.stinct  loss  to  the  community  His  children  were  as  follows: 
John  M.,  Aseneth,  Lydia.  William  T.,  James  Boland  and  Ki  bcrt  I'crgnsnn 

]nhr\  M.  Kimsey  was  reared  to  manhood  at  Auburn  antl  early  in  life 
became  a  clerk  in  the  Sanders  dry  gomls  store.    In  September.  1858.  he  and 
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his  brother  ^uiricrl  the  first  Republican  paper  published  in  this  county,  the 
PeKalb  Couuly  l  imcji,  bul  ihcie  weic  so  lew  Republicans  iu  tiixs  Dcmucraiic 
county  that  at  that  time  the  paper  lacked  pru[)er  support  and  went  out  of 
business  in  «bout  three  months  after  its  establishment.  Mr.  Kintsey  continued 
his  services  in  the  Sanders  dry  goods  store  at  Auburn  until  1860,  when  he 
came  to  Waterloo  to  accept  a  position  in  the  store  of  Reuben  J.  Lent.  In 
1861  Mr.  Kinisey  enhstcd  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  Forty-fourth  Regi- 
ment. Indiana  Volunteer  infantry,  and  was  in  the  military  service  of  his 
country  for  eighteen  nhmtlis.  lie  was  made  pruiciiial  musician  of  lii?  rep^i- 
menl  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  when  the  bands  were  dispensed 
with.  After  his  return  to  peaceful  pursuits  Mr.  Kimsey  became  an  employe 
in  the  store  of  ^sao&  &  Marshall  Hale,  of  Angola,  and  later  he  went  into 
business  for  himself  in  partnership  wid>  Myron  Hester,  A  few  years  later 
he  moved  to  Wateiioo  and  resumed  his  old  position  with  Mr.  Lent.  Then 
for  a  time  he  rati  a  transfer  line  and  wa.s  subsequently  appointed  postmaster 
at  Waterloo  by  President  Hayes.  His  administration  of  the  otlice  was  very 
satisfactory  and  he  held  the  jK)sition  through  the  administration  of  President 
Garlield  and  one  year  under  President  Cleveland,  a  total  service  of  nine 
years.  About  1890  Mr.  Kimsey  removed  to  Toledo  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days. 

On  July  28.  1861,  Mr.  Kimsey  married  Harriet  £.  Lent,  the  daughter 
of  Reuben  J.  and  Ahnira  (Forsythe)  Lent.  Her  parent.s  were  natives  of 
Xcw  York  state,  the  father  born  at  Utica  and  the  mother  at  L ooi>erstown. 
The  latter  was  tlie  daughter  of  John  Kiml>all  and  Mary  (  Bailey  j  Forsythe. 
while  John  K.  l'orsythe"s  father,  Oliver  Forsytbe.  was  a  general  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  Mary  Bailey's  father,  Jod  Bailey,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  Harriet  Lent  was  born  in  DeKalb  county.  Indiana, 
lier  parents  having  come  here  from  New  York  state  in  about  [837.  Her 
grandfather.  John  K.  Forsythe,  had  come  here  in  1833,  locating  in  Otsqjo 
township.  Steuben  cotint).  Indiiina.  when  there  were  only  five  fannlii-;  in 
that  localitv.  Reubni  Lent  ^ettled  at  Hamilton  and  budt  the  first  hotel  in 
that  place.  Finally  lie  nuned  to  .Auburn  antl  ran  the  (^hio  House  in  1855. 
and  m  the  following  year  he  and  Miles  Waterman  laid  out  the  town  of 
Waterloo.  Here  he  established  a  dry  goods  store,  ran  a  hotd  and.  for  a  time, 
he  and  T.  R.  Dickinson  ran  the  Waterloo  Press.  Mr.  Dickinson  being  editor. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Broughton,  of  Waterloo,  has  in  her  possession  the  first  copy  of  the 
first  issue  of  this  paper.  Tn  i^>3  Mr.  Lent  mo\ed  to  Toledo  and  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life  there,  dying  at  the  home  of  his  daughter.  Mrs.  Kim.sey.  His 
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wife  died  on  July  17,  1859.  Mr.  John  Kimscy  died  un  Xoveiuber  14.  191 1, 
and  was  survived  by  his  widow,  who  still  lives  at  Toledo.  To  them  were 
horn  six  children,  nanicl\  :  Lola  M.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Broughton.  of  Waterloo ; 
Jessie  .Umira,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years:  Birdie  E.,  the  wife 
of  Ora  O.  Hrown,  of  Toledo:  Reuben  Thomas,  of  Toledo;  Rose  Ellen,  the 
wife  of  A.  T.  Bonnean,  and  John  Forsythe,  of  Toledo. 


GEORGE  E.  HARMES. 

Among;  the  sul)stamial  men  wliosc  \aUur  ami  inrtuence  have  given 
mipetus  lo  the  general  material  improvement  of  UeKalb  county  in  years 
gone  by  and  who  today  occupies  no  insignificant  place  in  the  esteem  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides  is  the  worthy  gentleman  whose  name  fonns 
the  introduction  of  this  sketch.  He  has  heen  content  to  spend  his  life  in  hi» 
native  locality,  wisely  deciding  that  this  favored  section  of  the  great  Hoosier 
state  was  as  welt  if  not  better  suited  for  the  pursuit  of  agriailture  than  any 
other. 

George  1''.  Harmes  was  l;«jrn  in  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  on  .April  J5. 
1866,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Young)  Harmes.  Henry  Hannes  was 
bom  in  Hanover,  Germany,  December  30,  1822,  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Mary  Harmes.  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1850.  Henry  Hannes 
wa»  married  on  Septeml)i  i  m).  1850,  to  Maria  Young,  who  was  bom  in 
Huron  county.  Ohio,  and  the  same  year  they  moved  to  DeKalb  cmmty. 
They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  \\  h<nn  only  two  are  now  hving. 
Mrs.  Clara  I  Rrumback  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  on  December  u.  i8f)8,  and  on  January  13,  1870.  Mr. 
Harmes  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Knapp.  they  removing  to  Noble  county  during 
the  same  year.  Henry  died  on  July  3,  1906. 

George  E.  Hannes  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Noble  county,  and  on  rompletiuf;  the  public  school  corrse  he  attended  a  Uisi- 
ne«;s  college  at  Angola,  Indiana,  thus  receiving  a  good  practical  education  in 
both  the  literary  and  bu.siiiess  branches. 

Reared  to  the  pursuit  of  farming,  he  has  ne\er  seen  cause  to  forsake 
this  vocation,  in  which  he  has  achieved  a  prooonnced  succes.<«.  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  magnificent  farm  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  in 
Fairfield  township,  to  the  cultivation  and  improveiiunt  of  winch  he  devoted 
his  undivided  time.  He  follows  general  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  corn- 
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mon  to  this  IcKality,  and  also  gi\cs  some  attention  to  fee<ling  of  cattle,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  suooessful.  His  farm  is  splendidly  improved  in  e\  er> 
respect,  the  attractive  and  ccmifortable  residence,  commodious  and  well- 
arranged  hams  ami  other  necessary  otit-buildings  indicating  him  to  be  a  man 

of  excellent  lastc  and  sonnd  judgment.  He  gi'^f^  his  pcr*;onaI  attention  to 
every  dctnil  of  his  farm  work,  and  by  persistent  mdustry  and  the  exercise 
<tf  good  jiidgnienl  lie  has  aitamed  to  a  high  place  among  his  fellow  agri- 
culturists. 

On  October  10.  1993,  George  H.  Hannes  married  Mary  Bessie  Stone- 
braker.  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Harriet  (Drowley)  Stonebraker,  both  of 
whom  were  early  sL'lilers  of  I'airlield  township.  Mr.  Stonebraker  was  a  vet- 
eran of  the  t'ivil  war,  having  eidisted  <jn  August  jj,  iSY)i.  in  Company  B. 
Twenty-niiUh  Regiment.  Indiana  N'obmtcer  Inf.'nitrx.  with  which  be  served 
w  ith  vali-r  and  faithtiilne>s  until  his  Iionorable  discharge  on  August  J".  1X64 
To  Mr.  aiui  .Mrs.  llaruRs  iiave  been  lK)rn  four  children.  C  lifton  Harriet 
H..  Henry  T.  ami  Theotlore  K. 

Politically,  Mr,  lliirmes  has  Iieen  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
]}any.  though  lie  has  been  too  busy  a  man  to  aspire  to  public  office  on  his 
own  wccuuut.  I'l atei n:illy.  lie  is  a  ir  ir!  er  of  (  orunna  Lodge  No,  J4S. 
I\uii;ht>  of  l'\tbia-<.  in  the  workings  of  w  hich  he  takes  an  intelbt^ent  intere>t. 
I'.v  a  life  characterized  by  industry  aid  iiUegiity  Mi.  Harine-  ^lKliutaill■^  ihe 
cuntidence  and  g<Md  will  of  the  people  of  his  coniinnnily.  and  anuing  his 
iieigh1>ors  ami  acqimintances  his  character  and  integrity  have  ever  lieen  abrn-e 
reproach. 


KKANK  liK(^L(.HTO.\.  M.  1). 

It  is  not  always  easy  tu  disc<»ver  and  defme  the  bidden  forces  that  nu>vc 
a  life  of  ceaseless  activity  and  lat^e  professional  success.    Little  more  can 

be  done  than  to  note  their  manifestation  in  the  career  of  the  imli^iiUial  under 
consideration.  In  view  of  this  fact  the  life  of  tlie  distinguished  physician 
and  public-s|)irited  hku!  of  affairv  \^  liM>.f  name  appears  above  atTfonK  a 
striking  e.vample  of  well-derined  purpose  with  the  ability  to  make  that  pur- 
pose subser\-e  not  only  his  own  ends  littt  the  good  of  his  fellow  men  a.s  well. 
He  has  long  held  distinctive  prestige  in  a  calling  which  requires  for  its  l»sis 
sound  mentality  and  intellectual  discipline  of  a  high  order,  supplemented  by 
the  rigid  professional  ii  ainingand  thorough  mastery  of  technical  knowledge 
with  the  skill  to  apply  the  same,  without  which  one  cannot  hope  to  rise  ah<»ve 
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mediocrity  in  ministering  to  human  ills.  In  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor 
Doctor  Brougliton  has  achieved  suc^ss  such  as  few  attain,  and  his  present 
eminent  standing  among  the  leading  medical  men  of  DeKalb  county  is  duly 
recognised  and  i^reciated. 

Frank  Broughton,  M.  D.,  of  Waterloo.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  was 
born  in  N'oble  coimty.  this  state,  on  July  30,  lS()0.  and  is  the  sen  of  William 
;ui(l  Rebecca  ( Casper  i  Bn)Ughton.  William  Hroujfhton  was  a  naiiN  cnf  (  )hif> 
and  came  to  this  slate  in  an  early  day.  while  his  wife  was  a  relative  of  the 
Caspers.  so  well  known  among  tlie  early  i)ione€rs  of  DeKalb  county.  Frank 
Broughton  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  life  on  the  home  farm  in  N'oble 
county,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  home  neigh- 
borhood. In  1879  and  1880  he  was  a  student  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
College  in  l'"ort  Wayne,  and  then,  having  determined  ti>  make  the  practice  of 
medicine  his  life  work,  he  matriculated  in  Rush  Medical  t'ollege.  of  ('hicasLiu. 
wliere  he  was  graduated  in  1SX4.  During  the  following  three  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  piactice  of  his  pr<ifes.-vi«jn  at  .\villa.  Nol  le  county,  Indiana, 
at  the  end  of  that  jjeriod  c«>ming  to  W'aterltx}.  where  he  has  been  continuously 
engage<l  in  the  practice  since.  He  is  well  <|ualiBe<l  by  nature  ami  training 
for  the  calling  which  he  follows,  and  his  etTorts  ha\e  nu-t  uitli  very  gratify- 
ing success  in  this  coinmunit\'.  His  «i!tue  is  well  ecjuipped  with  all  modern 
ap]5aratus  for  the  successful  handling  of  dilticult  cases,  including  an  X-r.iy 
static  tnachinc  and  other  ineilical  listitres.  while  he  has  a  well  selectetl  pvofe-^- 
sionai  library  whicii  enables  him  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  most  advancctl 
thought  relative  to  the  healing  art.  Dtxitor  Broughton  has  for  several  years 
been  surgeon  for  the  Lake  Shore  9i  Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  and  for 
nine  years  was  local  I'nited  States  pension  examiner.  Aside  from  his  pro- 
fession, he  has  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  Mie  affairs  of  the  community 
and  serv  ed  as  a  member  of  the  school  hoard.  I  «'ing  president  "f  tli.ir  l  iMl\  a 
part  of  the  time.  Me  is  also  local  e\an)in(r  lor  about  ten  hfe  msnr.ince 
companies.  In  ad<litK)n  to  his  creditable  eareer  in  one  of  the  most  useful 
and  exacting  of  professions,  the  Doctor  has  aUo  proven  an  hororabte  mem- 
ber of  the  body  imlitic,  rising  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  puhlic. 
and  in  every  relation  of  life  he  has  never  fallen  1:elc>w  the  dignity  of  true 
manhood  nor  in  any  way  resorted  to  metliods  aiul  wiles  that  invite  criticism 
or  rensMre  Tie  is  essentirdlv  a  man  among  men.  and  as  a  cili/en  he  easily 
ranks  with  the  most  influential  of  hi"?  coniiiMinitv  His  cr)iirse  li<.eii  aixjve 
suspicion,  and  those  favored  with  an  intimate  accpiaintance  with  him  are 
profuse  in  their  praise  of  his  manly  virtues  and  upright  character. 
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Politically,  Doctor  Broughton  is  a  Republican,  in  the  success  of  whidi 
Ijarty  he  has  been  actively  interested.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Free  and  Acceptetl  Masons  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1884  Doctor  Broughton  married  Lola  M.  Kinisey,  a  daugliici  of 
John  M.  ami  Harriett  i£.  (  Lent)  Kimsey.  Harriett  K.  Lent  wa«  horn  at 
Ligonier,  Indiana,  and  is  a  daughter  ot  kculK;ii  J.  Lent,  a  pioneer  of  DeKalb 
county,  and  at  one  time  one  of  its  best  known  citizens.  A  biograpliical 
sketch  of  John  M.  Kimscy  ap|>ears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Lola  M.  Kimsey 
was  bom  at  Angola.  Indiana,  and  when  but  three  years  of  her  family 
moved  to  Waterloo,  where  she  was  reared  and  hvcd  until  her  marriage  in 

1884.  She  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  also  a  student  in  the  Meth- 
odist ( "oUegc  at  Fort  Wayne,  where  *5he  fornicd  tlie  acquaintance  of  I>r. 
Broughton.  After  leavin^j^  the  iMllct^e  she  \v;'.>  (.niployed  in  the  Wafcrluo 
lx>:itof)ice  for  about  live  years.  She  ks  a  vxoinan  oi  nuirked  intellectual  aitain- 
ments  and  excellent  social  qualities,  but  her  interest  is  centered  in  her  home, 
being;  thoroughly  domestic  in  her  tastes  and  desires.  Doctor  Broughton  and 
wife  have  one  son.  Jay  W ..  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  Mardi  15, 

1885.  He  attended  the  public  schools  at  Toledo,  and  is  now  connected  with 
the  dining  car  s^ervice  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  from  Ogden.  Utah,  to 
Omaha,  occasionally  requiring  hini  to  go  to  the  Pacific  coast. 


H.  1*  TESS. 

The  history  of  a  stale  is  but  a  record  of  the  <loings  (»f  its  people,  and 
the  story  of  the  plain  common  iKoph  who  constitute  the  moral  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  state  should  ever  attract  the  attention  and  prove  of  interest  to 
all  true  lovers  of  their  kind.  In  the  life  story  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
there  are  no  striking  chapters  of  startling  incidents,  hut  it  is  merely  the  record 
of  life  true  to  ii'<  hi^'hcNt  uU-,\U  :ttul  fraught  with  much  that  should  .stimulate 
the  youth  just  stariioL;  ni  tlic  world  as  an  independent  factnr 

H.  L.  Tc!>s  is  a  native  son  of  the  county  in  which  lie  now  re.sitles  and 
was  horn  on  February  .25,  i8(>4.  His  i)arents  were  LfHiis  and  Harriett 
(Smith)  Tess,  the  former  a  nattvv  of  (lermany  and  the  latter  of  PenuM*!- 
vania.  I^^mis  Tess  emigrated  to  this  country  from  the  Fatherland  and  sivttled 
in  DeKalb  county,  where  he  f<illowed  <la>-  labor.  Though  not  a  m.nn  ■  f  great 
pfniinence  in  his  conifiuinity.  lie  had  the  sincere  regard  of  who  knew 
him  because  of  his  straight  for  ward,  honest  and  industrious  life  ami  wa» 
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numbered  among  the  substantial  citi/.cns  of  hh  conmuinity.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  Ijorn  seven  diildrcn:  Eh£al>ctJi,  El>%a.  H.  L.,  two  who  <li«l  in 
infancy,  Clara  and  Cliarlcs. 

H.  L.  Tess  secured  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  DeKalb 
county,  and  upon  attammg  the  pro))er  age  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  tele- 
grapher, which  vocation  he  followed  for  ten  years.  He  then  engagc<l  in  the 
general  mercantile  businej«s  at  Butler,  which  lie  followed  with  success,  Iwt 
eventually  sold  out  and  becanu-  a  drau^^hlsnian  for  tin-  P.utler  Windmill 
Company,  with  which  rcTK-crn  hv  has  conf innou-^lv  since  iK'f.-n  itlcntilud  He 
is  one  '»f  ihc  most  vaiuaiilf  faci(»rs  hi  {hi-  snccess  <if  this  cnterprix-  and 
takes  an  intcliigi-nt  interest  in  his  work,  which  is  of  n«>  secondary  im|M>rt- 
ance  in  the  routine  program  of  the  company's  plant. 

In  1887  Mr.  Tesjt  was  married  to  Dell  Kntsely.  the  riaughter  of  T.  J. 
Knisely*  and  to  them  have  lieen  horn  twr>  children.  Harold  K.  and  Kthel. 
PoliticalK,  Mr.  Tess  has  given  his  supjjort  to  the  Republican  party,  while 
fraternally  he  is  an  appreciative  meni'ier  of  !1k-  I\nii,'lil^  of  Pythias.  I'he 
Methodist  Episcopal  chTirch  claims  him  ainoii^^  its  niemlKis  and  he  has  long^ 
been  a  faithful  attendant  ami  a  contributor  to  ilie  su|»port  of  that  society 
Mr.  Tess  is  known  as  a  man  of  energy,  determination  and  steady  liabits.  In 
his  private  personal  relations  he  is  enjoyable,  entertaining  and  at  all  times  a 
well  bred  gentleman.  There  is  no  pretense  or  <lisp]ay  alxntt  him,  he  caring 
little  for  the  b'me1t|;ht.  merely  desiring  to  do  his  duty  as  he  sees  and  tmder- 
stands  it  and  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  his  community. 


ARCHIE  S.  BOWMAK. 

Dependent  very  larfjely  npon  hi>  own  rc-omxe^  iroin  his  early  youths 
Archie  S.  Bowman,  of  SmtthhcUl  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  has- 
attained  no  insignificant  success,  and  thoi^h  he  may  have,  like  most  men  of 
affairs,  encountered  obstacles  and  met  with  reverses,  he  has  pressed  steadily 
forward,  ever  willing  to  work  for  the  end  he  has  in  view.  His  tenacity  and 
fortitude  are  due,  no  doubt,  in  a  large  measure  to  the  worthy  traits  inherited 
from  his  sterlin{»  ancestors,  whose  high  ideals  and  correct  principles  he  has. 
ever  sought  to  perpetuate  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Archie  S.  Bowman  was  born  on  July  i,  1859.  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  Smithfield  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  a  son  of  Cyrus  and! 
(41) 
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Sarah  Ann  (Smith)  Bosnian.  Cyrus  Bowman  was  a  bruilu-r  of  Janx*^ 
Hrnvman.  whose  record  gives  interesting  details  of  the  family  ancestry 
Lyrus  liownian  was  a  son  of  julm  and  Matilda  Bowman,  and  was  lx>in  ui 
Van  Biiren,  Onondaga  county.  Xew  York,  on  November  y,  1818,  and  died 
at  bis  home  in  West  Waterloo,  Indiana,  on  March  12.  [901,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  came  of  good  old  Puritan  stodc,  his  father 
having  been  a  native  of  Now  Jersey  and  his  mother  of  Connecticut.  Mr. 
Bowman  remained  witli  hi-  parents  in  N'ew  'S'ork  until  be  reached  his 
ni.'ijority,  his  ynnthtitl  yenr'-  lu-int,'  '^]>ont  in  working  on  the  tann.  His  father 
had  enitred  land  in  i)eKall>  county,  Indiana,  in  1838.  and  gave  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  this  land  to  his  son,  who  came  here  the  following  year, 
spending  three  years  here  unmarried,  in  which  time  he  worked  hard  clearing 
the  land,  splitting  rails,  building  fences  and  getting  about  twenty  acres  of 
his  own  land  in  condition  for  cultivation.  In  1842  he  returned  to  his  native 
slate  and  there,  on  June  15,  1843,  he  was  nnited  in  marriatje  to  Rachel 
Walerman.  a  nati\e  of  Van  Buren,  New  \'oik  The  same  tail  ihey  came  to 
the  farm  in  iJtKalt)  county,  huilding  a  log  cahin.  m  the  woods  northeast  of 
W  atethjKj.  and  there  together  they  shared  the  joys,  sorrows,  hardships  and 
privations  incident  to  pioneer  life.  To  their  union  were  bom  two  children. 
Harnett  Matilda,  who  died  on  October  8,  1855.  aged  nearly  eleven  years, 
and  Rosa  G.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Phineas  I).  Childs,  of  Fairfield  town- 
shi]).  this  county.  Mrs.  Bcnvnian  died  on  October  17.  1H5;.  and  on  Sep- 
tetiilK-r  4.  1858,  Mr.  Bowm.m  married  Sarah  Ann  Stnuli,  the  daucrhtrr  <>f 
.\i(  !n!)al(l  and  Mary  (  i  honipson )  Suiilh.  Iler  father,  who  was  tiorn  ui 
Scoltand.  was  married  in  Liverpool  to  Mary  rhoini«von.  a  native  of  England, 
and  they  sailed  at  once  to  America.  They  were  storm-driven  south  <»f  the 
e(|uator  and  wertf  three  months  on  the  journey  across  the  ocean.  They  lived 
a  short  time  in  New  York  city  and  then  came  to  Stark  county.  Ohio,  and 
liiially  to  DeKal!)  cc unity.  Indiana.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowm.m  were  horn 
two  chi!di(n.  Archie  S..  now  of  Smitlifield  towjiship  this  county,  and  l*>ed 
C,  of  \\  aterloo.  Late  in  life  Mr.  Bowinan  hought  a  nice  home  in  W  aterloo, 
where  he  spent  his  last  years.  In  politics  he  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
!  in  1886  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  bfmrd  t>f  county  commissioners  at 
a  time  when  the  normal  iiolitical  majority  was  against  his  |iarty.  hut,  owing 
to  his  personal  p<>|nilarity  and  his  ability,  he  revertied  the  majority  to  a 
pli  r.ilitv  in  his  favor  of  two  hundred  and  twenty->eveii.  the  heail  of  his  ticket 
•being  defeated  by  twolumdred  and  nincltM  n  Hi-  .  .fin  i.il  carier  wa-  ttiarked 
hv  busine-s  ahilitv  of  a  \vi:h  order  and  lUirinj^  \u>  aduinu-siration  miicii  was 
done  in  the  way  of  public  iniprovenicnt  atul  de\  elopment  of  the  cnnmty.  As 
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a  pioneer  citizen  of  the  county  and  a  progressive  nian  in  his  views  and 
attitude  toward  public  affairs  he  was  one  <>f  the  most  influential  factors  in 
:ul\ancing  the  public  interests  and  in  giving  prominence  to  this  section  of 

the  state. 

Archie  S.  Bowman  wa>  reared  on  the  iionic  farm  until  he  liad  attained 
his  maj(^rity,  his  early  years  l;eing  spent  in  the  arduous  toil  of  clearing  the 
land  and  putting  it  under  cultivation.  He  distinctly  remembers  when  the 
deared  land  was  as  scarce  as  the  timbered  part  is  now.  In  the  .fall  after  he 
had  attained  his  tweiiiy-first  year  he  was  married  u>  Mice  Kelly,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mis  I'reenian  Kelly.  Frcennn  Kelly,  who  is  now  deceased, 
wa'^  horn  in  1833  in  Haticock  county.  Ohio,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Reliecca  f  De- 
Wecse)  Kelly-  He  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  at  the  age  ot  eighteen 
years  went  to  Califomia.  where  lie  followed  gold  mining  and  otlMr  occupa- 
tions until  1857.  He  then  located  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Smithfield 
township.  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  In  .\ugust.  1857.  he  married  Martha  J.  Marvin,  a  native  of 
Hancock  county.  Ohiii.  and  the  daughter  of  \\'illiani  and  Maln^l  fRobert^^ 
Mar\iii,  I'recman  Kelly  was  a  successful  fanner  and  a  prominent  citi/en 
of  ills  locality,  having  served  two  terms  as  justice  of  the  jwace.  two  terms 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  other  ways  working  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow  men.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  religion  was  u 
member  of  the  Universalist  church.  He  was  active  in  the  napport  of  the 
Democratic  party.  \)€h^i^  an  efficient  and  forceful  campaign  orator,  and  at- 
taimrl  t  i  n  marked  poinilarity  thnmcfhout  this  section  of  the  state.  His  \vi<lnw 
siu\ived  lum  and  now  lives  oil  the  old  farm  in  Smithfield  township  with  her 
.son-in-law.  .Xrchic  Howman. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Archie  Bowman  moved  to  Cass  county. 
Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  the  timber  business  and  farming.  He  bought 
ninety-three  acres  of  land  there,  on  which  he  ina'de  his  ]>crnianent  Uome  iiiitil 
iqoo,  when  he  re-  1  I  to  DeKalb  county,  locating  again  on  the  fartn  Where 
he  was  hiirn  and  reareil.  liviiii,'  tliore  a  vear.  He  then  went  tn  the  Chapman 
farm,  which  he  rented  for  tliree  Acars.  hut  finally  hrmght  the  I-reenian  Kelly 
farin  of  one  hmidred  and  eighty-si.\  acres,  which  was  well  imnroved  alid 
up-to-date  in  its  a])pointtrients,  and  there  he  now  resides.'  He  is  fher HatW 
of  seven  children  t  "Qarence'A.,  Kay,  Mildred.  Delbert.  Man\  Riith  and 
Russell.  Clarence  .\.  married  Dora  Lutz.  daughter  of  Jacob' Lutr,  and 'they 
haver  a  daughter,  Thcima.  He  lives  on.  (he  old  Bowman  tiomes^ead^  where 
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the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom.  Mildred  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  (irogg 
and  lives  two  miles  west  <<f  Waterloo.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Bell, 
and  lives  in  Uarry  couiiiy.  Micliifian,  and  has  one  daut^littr  .Mr.  Bowman 
is  a  menilier  of  the  independent  Order  of  Odd  I'ellows  ai  W  aterloo.  which 
he  joined  while  h'ving  in  Michigan  in  1882,  and  is  an  ai)i)reciative  i>articipant 
in  its  w  ork.  Socially,  Mr.  Bownian  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  confi<lenrc 
and  regard  of  all  whu  know  him,  for  his  life  here  has  been  controlled  by 
i  rojjer  motives  and  his  actions  have  ever  been  such  as  to  win  the  commencb- 
tion  An<l  approval  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


JAMES  ROBERT  NISBET. 

•Vlthou/ijli  not  an  old  ni.ni  ni  year>,  ih.  ;;vmkMnan  who.sc  life  recortl  i.-. 
herein  ontlti^t  lias  stam|)e(t  hi<  mdividuality  in  no  uncertain  manner  upoit 
the  ItKalities  where  he  h:is  resided,  hein^  an  excellent  represetUative  f>f  that 
type  of  the  much  heralded  American  business  man, — ^the  type  that  does  things. 
— Mr.  Nisliet  lieinu^  a  worthy  descemhmt  of  a  long  line  of  hcmorable  and  in- 
fluential ancestors. 

James  KoIktI  .Nishel.  fornurly  a  well  known  and  hon<irei;i  rc-idciu  of 
Waterloo.  DeKnlh  cotmty,  ln<liana.  luit  now  liviti);  in  Chiciif;o,  llhni.i>.  was 
horn  in  the  latter  city  on  August  2,  1876.  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Jusie 
(O'Mara)  Nisbet.  The  fatlier  wa.n  a  native  of  Thorn  Hill,  Ontario,  Canada,, 
while  the  mother  was  horn  on  the  Atlantic  c^cean  while  her  parents  were  en 
route  to  this  country  from  Irelaixl.  The  subject's  father  came  to  Chicago 
when  but  fourteen  years  old  and  there  s|ienl  the  remainder  t)f  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  on  June  16,  iSf)o  His  widow  still  resides  in  th.it  city.  Mrs. 
Josic  Nisbet's  parents  jtKMted  in  Ann  ArlK^r.  Michigan,  after  their  arrival  nr 
this  country  and  there  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  Mrs.  Nislnrt  living 
there  until  sixteen  years  of  a^^e,  when  she  went  to  Chic-igo,  and  there  met 
and  married  Richard  Nisbet.  Richard  Nisbet  was  employed  in  a  roachine 
shop,  and  in  early  days  wa»  an  expert  molder.  At  the  time  of  the  Chicago> 
fire  in  1871  lie  Inst  practically  all  his  possessions  and  was  compdled  to  Start 
life  anew,  in  which  he  was  fairly  successful.  He  was  not  only  industrious; 
and  fner),'ettc.  fnit.  Ix"cause  of  his  upright  life,  he  comitianded  the  universaT 
respect  and  e.<«leeni  of  all  who  knew  htm. 

James  Robert  Nisbet  was  reared  at  Chicago  and  after  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  he  became  a  student  at  the  ITntverstty  of  Mirhi- 
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gan,  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1896,  wiUi  the  degree  of  Pliar- 
maceutical  Chemist.  Then,  after  receiving  some  practical  experience  in  a 
drug  store,  he  came  to  Waterloo  and  in  the  spring  of  1897  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Cass  &  Nisbet,  druggists,  in  which  he  was  successfulty 
engaged  for  about  a  year.  He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  but  later  went  to 
N'cu  Mexico,  wht  re  lie  was  a^riin  enfjajjcd  in  the  dvw^  liusiness  Three  years 
later  ho  removed  to  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  and  also  s|Knl  a  year  in  Detroit 
and  a  period  at  Fort  Huron,  Miciiigan,  and  St.  Ix»uis,  Missouri,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  business  pertains  to 
surgical  instruments  and  hospital  and  surgeon's  supplies,  with  auxiliary  lines. 
He  understands  every  detail  of  the  business,  bemg  considered  an  expert. 

On  June  1 1,  1902,  Mr  Nisbet  returned  to  DeKalh  county  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Bessie  Kelley.  daughter  of  Alfred  Kelley.  he  having  met  his  future 
wife  while  engaged  in  business  at  Waterloo.  To  them  have  lieen  !K)rn  two 
children,  Richard  Kelley,  bom  April  i.  1905,  and  Ada  Blanche,  born  May  7, 
1907. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Nisbet  is  an  appreciaive  member  of  the  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted IkCasons.  He  is  companionable  and  genial,  though  unostentatiously 
Unkt  in  his  demeanor,  and  has  earned  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by 
those  who  know  him. 


HARRY  BROWN. 

It  is  proper  to  judge  of  the  sticcess  and  status  of  a  man's  life  hy  ihe  esti- 
mation in  which  he  is  held  hy  his  fellow  citizens.  They  see  hini  at  his  work, 
in  his  family  eircle.  in  h\<  clnirch.  at  lii-^  dex-nlii  >tvs.  hear  hi^  \  ie\\  s  on  jnihlir 
(|uesti<>!i«;.  nh^Mve  llie  ouioiiie  ot  \\\--  lodi  i»t  morale  uitius'^  hnw  he  con- 
ducts himseli  in  all  the  relations  of  society  and  civilixalion  and  thus  become 
camfietent  to  judge  of  his  merits  and  demerits.  After  a  long  course  of  years 
of  such  daily  observation  it  would  he  out  of  the  question  for  his  neighbors 
not  to  know  his  worth,  liecause,  n<  has  been  said.  "Actions  speak  louder  than 
words.'*  In  this  county  there  is  nothing  lican!  concerning  the  sul»ject  of  this 
sketch  but  gofxl  words.  He  ha-  passed  so  manv  year«  here  that  his  worth 
is  well  ktiown,  hut  it  will  Ik  of  interest  t<»  run  over  the  hu.sy  events  of  his  life 
I  l!'  >-e  inages. 

Ilarr\  P.rown  was  bom  at  Hartsville,  Bartholomew  county.  Indiana,  on 
October  5,  1871.  and  is  a  son  of  William  Marion  Brown.  Jr.,  and  Clara 
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»  •  iii  uK  1  Brown  William  M.  Brown,  Jr.,  was  horn  in  Franklin  omnty. 
()lii<»,  ihe  M>n  fit  William  Marion  Mrown,  Sr..  and  Sarah  (Wiley)  Bmun. 
At  tlie  age  of  two  years  he  was  broughl  In  his  parents  to  Ilartsville.  In<liaiia, 
where  he  spent  the  remamder  of  his  life.  Ijeinjr  for  a  minilier  of  years  the 
oldest  inhabitant  in  i>oint  of  years  of  residence  in  that  town.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Clara  \\V>mack.  was  born  alon^;  Flat  KiK:k  rrcck* 
Shelby  county,  Indiana.  William  M.  Rrown,  Jr.,  iras  a  WacKsinith  hy  m  ca- 
tion, followiiifi  that  pursuit  tor  forty-tive  year*;  on  the  same  lot  at  Hart«;\  tile. 
Hr  took  a  (letj>  interest  in  local  alTair>  :in<l  vra-^  on  the  sclmol  hoard  tor 
twenty-five  years.  hein}(  a  memher  ot  tluil  Innly  at  the  lime  of  his  death,  lie 
was  elected  a  jtistice  of  the  peace.  Init  refusetl  to  (|nalifv.  He  was  active  in 
his  support  f>f  the  Republican  party,  and  assisted  materially  in  the  electi«)n  of 
others  to  pul:lic  oflice,  hut  was  never  himself  an  aspirant  (or  any  position  at 
the  hands  <<f  his  fellow  citizens.  He  died  on  I  )fcemher  _'o.  icjij.  two  days 
before  the  si.xty-eighth  anniversary  of  his  hirlh.  ami  his  widow  still  resides 
at  Hartsvillc 

Harry  Brown  wa>  reared  at  Harlsvilie.  and  after  ci >ni|ileiin^  in>  .sunliev 
in  the  common  schools  he  attentled  the  I'nitcd  brethren  College  at  Harts- 
ville  five  terms.  After  leaving  that  institution  he  went  into  the  butchering 
business  at  Hunlintfton,  Indiana,  and  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  retail 
trade  there  for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Auburn,  and 
for  live  years  was  engaged  in  buying  timi)er  for  the  R.  W.  Vauglm  Handle 
Company.  Hfuvever,  prior  tf>  cotnini^  lun  lie  spent  a  vear  in  the  state  of 
Washinj^ton  witli  hi--  tamily.  tln  ir  -^liinini  in  lli.it  <tn1e  heint,'  *»n  account  <)f 
Mr.  Brown's  health,  which  was  impaired  when  lie  went  there,  hut  which  wa-i 
entirely  restoretl  on  his  return.  After  five  years'  residence  at  Auburn.  .Mr. 
Brown  moved  to  Waterloo,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since  and  where  he  is 
now  engaged  in  farming,  his  beautiful  home  being  located  at  the  south  e<1ge 
of  the  city.  He  is  practical  and  np-to-tlate  in  his  raethfxis  and  has  achie\'ed  a 
noteworthy  success  in  this  line. 

Politically.  Hnrrv  IVown  was  an  earnest  supporter  ot  tlu-  !\\  |>nl>Itran 
party,  and  in  the  couiKd>.  oi  ihat  organization  he  was  an  active  iind  ])ronu- 
neni  (igure  for  many  years.    In  he  was  one  of  the  two  tielegates  irtnn 

the  twelfth  congressional  district  to  the  national  convention  of  the  party  at 
Chicago,-  and  since  that  time  has  lieen  identified  with  the  Progressive  party. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  for  the 
office  of  county  clerk,  but.  the  party  being  hopelessly  divided  that  vear.  he 
went  down  to  defeat  with  the  rest  of  the  ticket.  A  man  of  kindly  and  genial 
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impiilsfa  ami  companionable  nature,  Mr.  Brown  has  \vf>n  n  host  of  warm  and 
loyal  personal  Iriends  throughout  DeKalb  countv,  ami  because  of  his  up- 
right life  and  earnest  effort  and  fiodal  nature  he  is  deserving  of  the  enviable 
standing  which  he  now  enjoys  here. 

On  SeiHember  18,  1805,  Harry  Brown  was  united  in'  marriage  with 
Ifssif  May  ITiiiu--.  ol  W'ashinjiton  township.  Xohle  c<»iimy.  Indiana,  the 
dau^liti.'!  "f  lacol)  and  Klizala tl;  (StriolnA  )  llinu  -.  \hc  frtrnu-r  of  whom  was 
a  succtssful  farmer.  To  tliis  union  were  horn  tlircv  cliildrcn.  .Marir.  nfimthv 
and  Harriett,  wlio  arc  now  livintj;  with  Mr.  Ikown  at  \Valcrlc»o.  Tlit-  iuuther 
'..I  these  children  died  on  October  25,  1905,  and  on  November  7.  1908,  Mr 
Brown  married  Mm.  Elizabeth  (Brand)  Shneniaker»  the  widow  of  Scott 
Shoemaker,  deceased,  who,  during  his  active  life,  was  a  successful  former 
north  of  Waterloo  in  Smithfiekt  township.  Elizabeth  Brand  became  the  wife 
of  Scott  Shoemaker,  the  son  of  Emanuel  Shix-maker,  and  who  was  born  in 
Smithfield  township  in  May,  fS6T.  H\incf  in  Smithficld  tnwnshif)  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage.  He  was  a  lifelong  farmer  and  ciijoyvtl  the  rej,'ard 
of  all  wlui  knew  him  Ix'causc  of  his  vocational  .lucce.ss  as  well  as  his  upright 
life.  His  death  ocairred  on  June  8,  1898,  leaving  two  daughters,  Khena  May 
and  Maude  Scott.  For  abottt  a  year  after  the  death  of  lier  first  husband  Mrs. 
Brown  lived  in  Smithfiekt  township  and  then  moved  into  Waterloo,  where  a 
few  years  later  she  entered  the  pre-^ent  hcauliftd  home  at  the  south -edge  of 
that  city»  which  she  now  graces  with  her  presence. 


WORTH  CORBIN. 

(.)ne  of  the  successful  anti  well  known  farmers  of  DeKalb  couiuy.  and 
vl)4)  richly  merits  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  owing  to  his  life  of 
integrity  and  industry,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of 
this  brief  biography.  He  has  done  much  to  advance  the  material  and  gen- 
eral interests  of  his  lr»cality  and  has.  by  his  persistent  tabors  and  excellent 
mana^^ement,  developetl  imk  of  the  Ik'sI  farms  mi  the  community. 

Worth  Corbin  was  born  September  >t,  in  W  ilmintfton  town.ship. 

DeKalb  county,  the  s«jn  of  .\bsaur  and  I'lora  ;.\odme)  (,  orhin,  he  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  she  of  Connecticut.  Ab.saur  Corbin  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  <if  DeKalb  county,  and  was  a  very  successful  farmer,  having  large 
interests.    To  them  were  bora  four  children,  namely:    Amy.  who  married 
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a  Mr.  Fisher  and  lives  in  Texas :  Winnie  Corbtn  lives  in  Wilmington  town- 
ship; Nathan  is  deceased,  and  the  remaining  child  is  the  subjeett. 

The  early  education  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  acquired  in  the 
ccmunon  schools  of  the  county.  At  the  a.?e  of  fifteen  years  he  ceased  hi^ 
sttidii"^  and  l)egan  farming  on  the  home  place,  which  contains  two  htmdred 
and  ninety-threr*  acres  anri  which  he  now  owns.  His  career  as  an  at::rirul- 
turist  lias  l)een  cnnvued  with  brilliant  success,  for  he  has  adopted  llie  most 
scieniihc  and  up-to-date  methods,  in  his  chosen  vocation,  conserving  his 
valu^ile  land  by  a  careful  system  of  rotation  of  crops.  In  addition  to  this 
dass  of  farming,  he  is  dc«'oting  much  time  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock.  He 
believes  in  breeding  along  the  best  hlnod  lines  and  ha»  more  than  a  local 
reputation  as  a  stodonan. 

On  flic  aTinhersarv  <>f  nv.r  nation's  hirth,  Jnlv  4.  iSty^.  the  subject  wa^; 
married  to  Rosa.  \\w  (iauj;hter  of  WiUiam  Topper,  she  having  lieen  Ix.ni 
in  l)cKall>  county.  Indiana,  her  father  being  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state. 
To  Mr.  Cbrbin  and  wife  have  been  bom  five  children,  namdy:  Orvill  G.. 
bom  April  16,  1896;  Leroy,  bom  November  14.  1897:  Golda  L.,  bora  June 
27,  1901 :  Dortha  F.,  bom  March  29.  1906:  Lloyd  O.,  bom  June  14,  19 12. 

Mr.  Cbrbin,  while  never  having  sought  public  r»ffice.  has -given  to  the 
Republican  jwrty  his  lifelong  support.  He  is  wt-ll  i>osted  on  current  events 
and  alway-^  (li<i)!Hys  a  deep  interest  in  any  movement  for  the  betterment  of 
of  the  coniniunity  in  wliich  he  resides. 


GEORGK  VV.  GRDDI^S. 

In  placing  the  subject  of  this  sketch  in  the  front  rank  of  Hiitler's  busi- 
ness men,  simple  justice  is  <ione  tn  a  bi«>gra]ihical  fact,  universally  reciignizeil 
by  men  at  all  familiar  with  his  history.  A  man  of  ju<iKment,  wmml  discretiim 
and  business  ability  of  a  high  orcFer.  he  luis  managed  with  tactful  success 

im|M»rtanl  enterprises  an<l  mi  impre-^rd  bis  nidividii;dily  upon  the  cumniun 
it\  as  itt  gain  recogniti*»n  among  its  leading  citizens  and  jmblic-.spiritcd  men 
of  affairs. 

(ieorge  W.  Geddes.  who  is  numliered  among  the  leading  lmsine.ss  men 
of  Uutler.  Indiana,  was  bi»rn  in  DeKatli  county  on  (Vtolxrr  jg.  iHfrj).  and  is 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Dtinn)  (tediles.  who  w^ere  natives  of  Stark 

county.  Ohio.  Robert  ('ie*ldes  was  one  of  the  earlv  settlers  of  DeKalb  county 
and  here  followed  farming  all  his  active  life.   To  him  and  his  wife  was  liom 
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one  child,  the  snbjccv  of  tliis  sketch.  The  father  is  now  deceased  and  is  still 
survived  by  his  widow. 

George  VV.  Geddes  received  liis  education  in  the  coininon  sichouls  of 
DeBCalb  county  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  M.  J.  fiolan,  continuing  in  the  latter's 
employ  for  several  years.  Dr  I'olan  then  sold  his  store,  the  firm  iHcnminK 
Fanning  &  Shouh,  with  whom  Mr.  Geddes  continued  for  a  time  and  then  the 
firm  name  hecame  conscc^lti^  civ  Fo.-idick  &  Son.  then  Kchrrr  iK-  Stfme.  with 
whom  Mr.  Geddes  remained  for  twelve  years.  He  then  lK>ught  the  store 
where  he  had  first  begun  to  work,  the  firm  name  benig  Geddes  &  Harding  for 
about  nine  years.  Mr.  Geddes  then  bought  Mr.  Ifording's  interest  and  still 
continues  the  business  under  his  own  name.  That  he  has  been  successful 
goes  without  saying,  for  he  possessies  in  an  eminent  degree  those  (jualities 
which  insure  success  and  which  gain  friends  for  the  possessor.  Mr.  Geddes 
carries  a  complete  anil  well  selected  line  of  drugs  and  all  sundries  usually 
found  in  a  mcxlern  and  n[>-u>-<late  dnig  store,  and  he  has  for  a  number  of 
year  enjoyed  his  full  sliare  of  the  local  i)atronage.  His  courteous  trcatmciu 
of  his  customers  insures  their  return  to  him  when  in  need  of  anything  m 
bis  line. 

Mr.  Geddes  married  Maggie  S.  McPherson.  the  daughter  of  John  S. 
McPherson,  a  native  of  Ne\\  Jersey,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geddes  has  been 

bom  one  child,  J.cta,  who  is  at  home. 

Politically.  Mr  Geddes  has  always  given  his  supjKirt  to  the  Kepuhlican 
party  an«l  has  lieeii  iioiioied  I>v  his  |>artv  in  official  |iosition.s.  in  all  of  wbieh 
he  has  discharged  his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concernetl.  I  le 
served  as  city  treasurer  of  Butler  five  years,  it  being  at  the  time  when  tlic 
town  was  bonded  for  public  improvements,  including  the  water  and  electric 
lighting  plants.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  four- 
teen years,  having  a  deep  and  iiUelligent  interest  in  educational  affairs.  I'"ra- 
temally.  lie  i*;  a  meml)er  i.f  du-  l^(c  and  Accepti-il  Masons  and  *)f  Knights  of 
Pythias  Lo<ige  No.  !  in  the  latter  Itody  he  has  [wssc-d  through  all  the 
cliairs  and  for  twenty-three  years  served  as  master  of  tinance.  Religiou.sly. 
he  is  a  supi)4)rter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  the  prosjwrity  *»f 
which  be  is  deeply  interested  and  to  the  1>enevo1enc«s  of  which  he  contrib- 
utes of  his  means.  He  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  being 
public  spirited  and  progressive^  and  at  all  times  wilting  to  lend  his  ai<I  and  in- 
fluence in  behalf  of  any  measures  for  the  material  advancement  of  bis  local- 
ity for  the  intellectual,  moral  or  social  good  of  the  people. 


Digitized  by  Google 


65© 


DttKALtt  COUNTY.  tNttlANA; 


MELVIN  SWARTZ. 

Among  the  enieipriijing  and  prugiessive  citizens  ui  Dclvalb  county  none 
stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch.  He  has  long  been  actively  engaged! 
in  agriciittaral  pursuits  in  thin  coitnty  and  the  years  of  his  residence  here 
have  but  served  to  strengthen  the  feeling  of  adujiratiiHi  nn  the  part  oi  his 
fellow  men  owing  to  the  honorable  life  he  has  led  and  the  success  he  has 
attained. 

Melviti  Swartz.  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  and  |Hililic-s])iriled  liti- 
zens  of  Grant  township,  DeKalh  county,  was  born  on  February  lo,  1875,  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  tives,  about  a  mile  southwest  of  Waterloo.  He  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Welch)  Swartz.  William  Swartz  was  bom 
in  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  on  March  ii,  1830,  and  dial  at  the  home  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  on  January  J5.  191 1;  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Welch) 
Swartz,  died  on  October  5.  i«>!0.  William  Swartz  came  to  Indiana  in  1S4S 
w  itli  Ills  parents  and  settled  i»n  the  farm  south  oi  \\  atrrloo.  where  he  resnied 
until  aix)ut  ten  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  icuiuvcd  to  Waterloo.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  community  and  eK|x>nded  his  strength  in 
clearing  the  heavy  forests  and  preparing  his  land  for  cultivation.  In  JH53 
he  returned  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  brought  l)ack  with  him  Elizabeth 
Welch,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  November  6th  of  that  year,  and  here 
they  eotn-ageously  enteretl  upon  the  struggles  of  life  \u  which,  by  their  united 
efforts,  tluy  attained  io  an  eminent  success  Mr.  Swartz  was  a  man  of  lart^c 
capacity,  and  by  earnest  effort  and  persistent  endeavor  he  earned  the  respect 
and  conHdcnce  of  the  people,  as  well  as  material  sticcess.  To  him  and  his 
wife  were  bom  ten  children,  namely:  Adeline,  who  lives  in  Nova.  Ashland 
county.  Ohio,  and  is  the  widow  of  Josiah  Kosht:  Angela  is  the  wife  of  Xelson 
Shook,  of  Kendallville.  Indiana:  Ida  died  at  the  age  of  four  years:  Izora. 
who  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Hakcr.  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-fonr  vears : 
Clement  die<l  at  the  age  of  two  years  :  Tarring  is  engaged  in  the  meat  imsiness 
at  Auburn.  Indiana:  Knunett  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  month.s;  I^lu  is  the 
wife  of  William  Uatdorf.  who  is  engaged  in  the  meat  business  at  Auburn 
with  her  brother.  Tarring  Swartz:  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  next  in 
order  of  birth:  Jennie,  who  was  the  wife  of  William  Fletcher,  died  at  W*ater- 
too  in  October,  1909. 

Melvin  Swartz  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstea«I  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  commu- 
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nity.  In  1893  he  came  tn  Waterlao,  and,  u  itli  liis  hrf>ther.  Tarring,  engaged 
m  the  butchering  business,  tM  wliicli  he  devoltd  crt'<)ris  i"or  six  years.  He 
then  sold  Ins  nuerest  and  returned  to  the  home  tann,  to  tlie  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  devoted  his  attention  continuoudy  since.  In  1900,  after  selling 
out  to  his  brother,  he  bought  sixty-one  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  home  place 
on  the  east,  and  in  January.  1906,  he  bought  the  eighty  acres  of  the  home 
place,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  methodical  and  progressi\  e  in  his  ideas 
relating  to  agriculture.  hesit;tlin«,'  not  to  adopt  new  melhods  when  their 
feasibiltty  has  l)i<.n  (icim iii-.lr.iti.(l  In  experience  to  he  better  than  old  methods. 
In  con.setjuence  ot  ius  atiiUule  along  tliis  hue,  his  operation  of  the  farm  ha:i 
been  characterized  by  means  and  methods  which  have  enabled  him  to  attain 
a  maximum  of  returns  at  a  minimum  of  effort  and  exiiense. 

On  April  25,  1S95,  Mr.  Swartz  married  Catherine  fiedcer,  the  daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Katherine  (  Hoffman)  Becker  5  VederJck  Becker  was  bom 
in  Sc])tcniber,  iHj;,  in  Xassau,  (iermany.  In  .\ugust.  1854,  he  married 
KatlKfinc  HofFinan,  al.so  a  nritive  of  Nassau  and  born  in  the  same  hou.se  as 
wa.-'  Ml.  Lieckcr.  In  SepteinlK-r  following  their  marriage  the  newly  wedded 
couple  and  Mrs.  Becker's  brother.  Frederick  Hoffman,  canie  to  Anierica, 
locating  first  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  They  remamed  ten  years  longer  at  a  little 
town  south  of  Mansfield,  where  Mr.  Becker  followed  blacksmithing.  In 
1864  he  moved  to  Indiana,  locating  on  a  farm  one  and  oiH-half  miles  east  of 
Corunna.  but  later  he  Ixnight  lifty  acres,  on  which  he  made  his  i>ermancnl 
home  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  fvocurring  on  August  28, 
1894,  in  llie  sixtv  iiiiitli  year  of  his  age.  In  addition  in  his  tannin^  opera- 
tions he  also  conducted  a  blacksmith  shop,  which  was  a  great  convenience  to 
his  neighlwrs  and  farmers.  Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  church  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  religious  and  civic  life 
of  tlie  community.  To  him  and  his  wi  fe  were  lx>rn  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  namely :  John,  who  lives  on  a  farm  near  Corunna ;  (ieorge, 
of  Montpelier.  Ohi(»:  h'rederick.  who  live-^  near  Corunna:  .Mary  is  the  widow 
of  Amos  Seibert  and  lives  lu  ir  ( Hiuord:  Hmma  is  the  wife  of  Ulysses  M. 
Swaysgood.  of  Ciarrett.  Indiana;  Xellic  is  the  wife  of  1'a\  Kenyon,  of  l""ort 
Wayne:  Hennan  died  on  April  _»4.  1891.  aged  twenty-one  years,  six  months 
and  nine  days;  Peter  lives  in  Waterloo,  where  he  is  agent  for  the  electric 
interurban  line;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Melvin  Swartz,  who  lives  one  mile 
M  uih  <jf  Waterloo:  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Herman  Riley,  of  Elkhart,  Indiana. 
The  father  of  the^e  children  was  a  fjood  citlren.  an  industrious  worker  and 
an  affectionate  father  and  faithful  husband.    His  wife,  who  celebrated  her 


Digitized  by  Google 


OEKAU  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


seventy-eighth  hirthday  aniuvcrsary  in  November.  1913.  has  resided  most 
of  the  time  since  her  husband  s  death  at  Waterloo,  where  she  lias  built  a 
comfortable  and  attractive  residence  on  North  Wayne  street.  She  is  a  quiet, 
home-loving  woman,  whose  greatest  worldly  interest  is  in  her  children  and 
their  welfare.  She  hohls  fast  to  the  religious  faith  which  she  professed  many 
years  ago.  <me  of  her  chief  companions  being  an  old  and  welUwom  German 
Bible. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swartz  are  fnemtRTs  ol  the  United  l!rctlireii  church,  in 
which  they  take  an  active  pari.  He  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  building  committee,  whidi  erected  the  present  fme 
edifice,  costing  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  which  is  an  ornament  and  credit 
to  the  community.  Mr.  Swartz  is  a  w  hole-souled.  genial  and  companionable 
man.  u|>-to>date  and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  because  of  his  sterling 
qualities  of  character  and  the  ?;iicce*;<  wliich  he  Has  attained,  he  is  deserving 
of  the  enviable  position  which  he  holds  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  hini. 


WELLINGTON  HUBBARi:)  HOLLISTER. 

Among  the  well  known  and  public  spirited  citizens  of  Waterloo.  Indi* 
ana.  is  Wellington  Hubbard  Hollister,  who  was  bom  on  December  28.  1849. 
m  Lucas  county.  Ohio,  the  sent  of  Horace  and  Susan  (Hubbard)  Hollister. 

In  1857  the  family  moved  t<>  near  Ligonier.  Noble  county.  Indiana,  and 
there  the  •^nhject  received  his  public  school  edncatif^v  In  liis  youth  he 
applied  himself  tn  learnimj  the  rahinet  maker's  trade  at  l.ii;<inier.  and  in 
1869  went  to  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  was  for  awhile  employed  at 
his  trade.  While  living  at  Ligonier  he  had  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  brass  band  an<l  his  comrailes  wrote  to  him  at  Baltimore,  nrging  him  to 
return  and  oflFertng  to  |)ay  his  transportation  home.  However,  he  did  nut 
wait  for  them  to  |iay  his  way.  as  he  was  somewhat  homesick  and  anxious 
tf>  rt-tiini,  nnri  be  was  snmi  riirriin  anmni,'  lit-  former  compaiiiotT;  K'emaining 
at  l.iL,'onn-r  until  1874.  Mr.  Hollister  uem  to  Anjjoia  whtrt-  lu  rciiMtned 
until  about  1H77.  when  he  moved  t<j  Butler.  .\t  .\ngola  be  had  been  em- 
ployed in  a  jewelry  store  and  had  started  to  learn  the  trade,  which  he  Cf>m- 
pleted  after  his  renun-al  to  Butler.  He  was  there  in  the  employ  of  L.  J. 
Diehl.  jeweler,  imtil  1890.  when  he  went  to  Goshen  and  again  employed 
him.self  at  cabinet-makinjr.  and  afterwards  was  employed  in  a  buggy  factory. 
In  1893  he  went  to  Pullman.  Illinois,  and  for  a  few  months  was  employed 
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in  the  strrct  rnr  Heparttmnt  of  the  I'nllman  Coinjianv.  Init  a  few  days  before 
tile  big  strike  tht-rf  he  retiimed  to  Goslicn  Here  he  \va<^  finployed  in  the 
Kelly  I'oundry  as  cupola  tender,  and  eventually  Ixjcanie  a  pattern  maker, 
working  there  until  1903.  when  he  went  to  Detroit  and  was  employed  on 
the  woodwork  on  automobiles  until  1909,  when  he  came  to  Waterloo,  and 
has  here  since  resided.  He  is  now  devoting  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, in  which  he  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success. 

In  1879  Mr.  >lollistcr  nirjrried  T'lla  AM  cy,  the  daughter  of  Giles  T. 
Ah!>ey.  who  t*;  referred  to  el-^ewhere  at  length  in  thi<?  work.  To  this  union 
have  l)een  born  tour  cliiidrcn.  all  daughters,  namely :  Hnna.  who  married 
Carl  Wdfe,  hy  whom  there  was  one  son.  Russell.  She  afterwards  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  Clark,  and  they  now  live  at  Bryan,  Ohio :  Bemice  is  the 
wife  of  Edison  Haskin,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  and  they  have  two  diildren. 
Harold  and  Kenneth :  VVinifrede  is  the  wife  of  Rimer  Greiser,  of  Detroit,  and 
tht  \  h.i\  e  n  flaughter.  Dorothv ;  Mildrcfl  is  the  wife  of  Alwyn  Prange.  ui 
\\aierl(H».  and  they  have  a  d;uit,'hter.  l-.thel.  .Mr.  HoUister  is  a  member  ni 
the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  Ijecause  of  his  many  splendid  personal 
qualities  and  his  upright  life  he  has  won  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends 
<4tnre  locating  at  bis  present  residence. 


JOHN  W.  HENDERSON. 

Tlu  trentleman  whose  life  history  is  here  taken  under  consideration  is 
one  of  the  .strong,  sturdy  characters  who  has  contrilnited  l.irgely  to  the 
welfare  of  the  cotnmunity  where  he  lives,  l)eing  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
progressive  in  the  largest  meaning  of  the  word.  He  ranks  as  one  of  the 
leatlers  in  agricultural  circles  in  DcKalb  county  and  one  of  the  most  repre- 
sentativje  citizens  of  Concord  township,  and  yet  is  a  plain,  onassaming. 
straightforward  gentleman  whom  to  know  is  to  respect  and  admire.  But 
when  we  consider  the  excellent  quality  of  his  Hoosier  blood,  drawn  from 
sterling  ])i(^necr  ancestry,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  has  developed  into  a 
man  that  does  things. 

John  W.  lieiidersnn  is  the  son  of  William  and  Matilda  (Watson) 
Henderson  and  was  born  close  to  his  present  residence  on  May  23,  1851. 
He  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  immediate  neighborhood,  his  vacatkm  periods  being 
spent  in  labor  on  the  home  fiirm,  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  which 
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he  was  an  important  factor,  being  the  only  son  and  assistant  of  his  father  in 
the  work.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  Mr.  Henderson  cotuplcted  his  school 
studies,  and  thereafter  gave  his  undivided  attention  to  farm  work,  in  which 
he  has  achieved  most  profound  success  during  the  subsequent  years.  He  has 
a  s|>lendtd  farm  located  in  Concord  township,  and  he  has  so  conducted  it  as 
to  make  it  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  township.  He  raises  all  the  crops 
common  to  this  locnlity,  carrying  on  very  extensive  farming,  and  also 
gives  some  attcnlmn  to  live  stock,  in  which  he  lias  also  heen  successful. 
Up-to-date,  progressive  in  his  ideas,  he  does  iwt  iiesitate  to  adopt  new 
methods  when  their  practicability  and  superiority  over  old  methods  have 
been  demonstrated. 

On  July  30,  1872,  Mr.  Henderson  married  Alice  Nusbaum,  the  daughter 
of  George  and  Mary  Nusbaum,  of  Ilailan,  Allen  county,  Indiana,  and  to  this 
tmion  have  been  Iwrn  three  sons,  Charles,  William  and  (ieorge. 

Politically.  Mr.  flendrrson  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  |)arty.  and 
in  1X92  he  was  eltcu-d  iriisiec  of  Concoid  lown.shi]>,  serving  in  that  capacity 
for  five  years  and  three  months.  In  1904  Mr.  Henderson  was  elected  recorder 
of  DeKalb  county,  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  for  four  years,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  cif  his  fellow  citizens.  In  1908  he  was  the  nominee  of  his 
larty  for  representative  to  the  legislature,  but.  owing  to  peculiar  local  con- 
ditions, h'j  met  defeat  with  the  re.st  of  his  ticket.  Mr.  Henderson  has  in  him 
many  of  the  eluiieiKs  thai  always  win  in  the  1  attic  of  life,  nn  matter  where 
fought  'Uit.  .111(1  l»tcauNC  01  Ins  upright  life  and  commendable  hal  its  he  en- 
joys in  ii>  entirety  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  community. 


J.  VV.  SHOWALTKR. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  tho.<«e  strong,  self-reliant  and  deter- 
mined characters  who  arc  (Hxasionally  met  with  and  who  are  of  such  a  dis- 
tinct type  as  to  seem  to  he  horn  leaders  of  their  fellow  men.    Xot  that  Mr. 

Showaitcr  courts  that  d.istiretiou.  for  he  is  eutirelv  unassumini:.  but  his  great 
force  of  tharaeter  and  his  ^eal  and  energy  in  wh;ile\er  lie  undertakes  iiat 
urallv  place  him  at  the  hcul  of  the  cn»wd.  and  he  lias  been  a  potent  factor 
in  the  developuieut  <if  DeKalb  county,  where  he  lias  long  maintained  ^ his 
hoiiie  ^nd  where  he  in  well  known  to  all  classes  for. bis  honorjtble  and  indus* 
'trioiis  life  in  both  private  and  public.  .  , 
J.  Wi  ShtMvalter  was  bom  eli  .Matclt-37,- 1841^^.111  OihiQ,  a|ul..is  the  foa 
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of  Xoab  and  Klizalx-th  (Muore)  Showalter,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  liie  latter  ol  Ohio.  These  parents  have  three  cluldten,  liiunia, 
H.  M.  and  J.  W.  Mr.  Shoivalter  came  to  DeKalb  county  in  his  early  youth, 
having  been  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  having  secured  a  good  edu- 
cation m  the  public  schools  of  his  connnunity.  His  Hrst  location  after  com- 
ing to  DeKalb  county  was  in  Wilmington  township,  where  he  secured  one 
hundred  and  fovw  arrrs  of  good  farm  land,  to  the  improvement  and  culti- 
vation of  which  he  devoted  himself  through  the  years,  and  today  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  older  residents  of  his  community.  His  farm 
near  Butler  comprises  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can 
be  found  in  the  community,  and  he  has  for  forty-five  years,  through  winter  s 
cold  and  summer's  heat,  persistently  and  courageously  carried  forward  the 
work  to  which  he  set  himself  years  ago.  and  by  his  earnest  endeavor  and 
persistent  industry  he  has  accumulated  a  haixlsonie  competency,  thus  render- 
ing his  later  years  free  from  worrv  or  t-mharrassment  Now.  in  the  i^ulden 
sunset  of  his  life,  he  can  look  hack  over  the  years  and  conscientiously  feel 
that  his  life  has  been  a  OHisistent  one,  for  he  has,  without  ostentation  or  dis- 
play, earned  forward  his  life  work  in  a  manner  that  has  won  for  him  the 
cmnmendation  of  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Showalter  has  made  many  per- 
manent and  substantial  improvements  on  his  farm.  He  has  carried  on  gen- 
eral aj^riculture,  and  has  also  been  active  in  tht  tirtcdinj^  and  raising  of 
Shetland  ponies  and  gvadc<l  <tfH-k  His  residenn-.  wliich  is  about  a  half 
mile  north  of  Hutler.  is  a  suli-.tamiai  and  attractive  brick  house,  and  he  also 
owns  town  property,  including  eight  lots  in  Garrett. 

Soon  after  coming  to  DeKalb  county,  Mr.  Showalter  married  Sarah 
Ball,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Plies)  Ball,  and  to  them  were 
born  three  children  Mrs  Elva  Copp.  whose  busl  and  is  a  fanner  near  Butler, 
and  thcv  have  one  child.  Huth;  Mrs.  Minnie  V>.  Knisley.  of  Mutler.  where 
her  husband  cnt^acjed  in  the  clothing  business,  and  \frs.  Nora  l\iuld.  of 
Butler  The  mother  of  these  children  died  and  subsef|uently  Mr.  Showalter 
married  l^uua  \\  atkin.s,  to  which  union  were  born  two  children.  Caroline 
and  Zelma,  both  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  ''\ 

Politically,  Mr.  Showalter  has  given  his  lifelong  .support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  believing  that  its  platform  embodies  those ^"hciples  most  con- 
ducive tp  the  welfare  of  the  people.  Fraternally,  tie  is  a  mcmlK  r  of  the 
Masnntr  order  and  T.odt^'c  X",  I5<S,  Knii^ht^  nf  T^yrhias.  at  Thitlcr.  Mr. 
Showalter  is  an  exct-llrnt  neighbor,  a  praiseworthy  citizen  and  keeps  in  touch 
with  all  matters  of  general  interest  to  the  community.   He  stands  for  law  and 
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j^oud  government,  uses  his  niHuence  on  the  right  side  of  every  moral  issue, 
and,  though  quiet  and  unostentatious  in  demeanor  and  always  attending 
strictly  to  his  own  busines$  and  affairs,  his  life  has  been  fraught  with  good  to 
ail  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact 


WALTER  J.  MONDHANK. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch  belong:-  to 
fliat  ila^>  men  who  win  in  life's  l  attles  by  "^bftr  force  of  personality  and 
ik terminal i< lit,  coupled  with  soumhir--.  of  jndgiucut  and  keen  dt-cerninent. 
and  m  ulialevcr  he  bas  undertaken  he  has  shown  himself  to  he  a  man  of 
ability  and  honor,  always  ready  to  lend  his  aid  in  defending  principles  af- 
fecting  the  public  good. 

Walter  j.  Mondhank.  a  successful  business  man  at  Butler.  Indiana,  and 
present  mayor  of  that  thriving  tow  n,  is  a  native  of  Lancaster.  Ohio,  where 
hr  was  l;orn  on  SeptenilKrr  23.  187^)  Me  is  the  son  of  l-'rederick  and  Sarah 
(kratzer)  Mondhank.  loth  of  whiMn  were  aNo  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
state,  where  the  laihei  lohowed  lannmg  pursuits  »lurmg  all  his  active  life. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  Walter  J.,  Charles  and  Ethel. 

Walter  J.  Mondhank  obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community  and  then  took  up  farming,  which  he  followed  for  a  year 
in  Ohio  and  later  in  Colorado,  subsequently  engaging  in  the  milting  business 
at  Platte  City.  Missoiiri,  which  he  follo\^e<1  h  r  abotjt  three  vears.  and  at  the 
end  of  that  perind  eaiiie  to  Hntler.  Indiana,  where  he  Innight  the  mill  mvncd 
by  Dralz  it  S<m,  which  he  is  operating  at  the  present  time.  This  is  «>nc  of 
the  best  equipped  mills  in  this  section  of  the  state  and  here  Mr.  Mondhank 
does  custom  milling  of  all  kinds,  handling  flour,  feed  and  grain,  and  has  met 
with  a  success  commensurate  with  his  efforts. 

Mr.  Motxlhank  married  Ellen  Willock,  the  daui^tuer  of  James  T.  and 
Betty  Willock.  natives  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  of  which  their  forbears  were 
early  settlers.  To  Mr.  and  Mr&  Mondhank  have  been  bom  two  children. 
Rlizabeth  and  Frederick. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mondhank  is  an  ardent  su|)porter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  1910  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Butler,  which  office 
he  is  now  fUling  with  ability  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  hi»  fellow  citi- 
sens.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  while  his  religious 
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faith  is  embodied  in  the  creed  of  the  ijerman  Lutheran  church,  ol  which 
he  is  a  i^ular  attendant  and  an  earnest  supporter.  Mr.  Mondhank  is  known 
as  a  man  of  energy,  intellect  and  will,  throwing  his  entire  force  of  body  and 
mind  ttpon  his  work.  He  is  frank,  bold,  honest,  aggressive,  acts  and  thinks 
quickly,  never  evading  but  always  meeting  a  situation  squarely.  lie  is  .1  man 
of  broafl,  hiimanitririan  principles,  earnest  purpose  and  uprig^ht  lift'  and  by 
all  as  esteemed  for  his  courteous  manuer,  genial  dispo:iition  <ukI  Kenuine 
worth. 


HENRY  HUSSELMAN. 

Success  in  this  life  comes  tv  ihc  deserving.  It  is  an  axiom  demonstrated 
by  all  human  experience  that  a  man  ^^ets  out  of  this  life  what  he  puts  intu  it, 
plus  a  reascmable  intere.«t  on  the  investment  The  individual  who  inherits  a 
birgc  estate  and  adds  nothing  to  hi.s  fortime  cannot  be  called  a  successful  man. 
He  that  falls  heir  to  a  ]an?e  forttme  and  increases  its  value  is  successful  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  he  rulds  tn  his  |x>ssession.  Hut  the  mafl  who  starts 
in  the  \vf»rlt!  unaided  and  by  >hvvr  force  of  \vill.  controlled  by  correct  ()rinci- 
ples,  lories  ahead  and  at  leu'^^li  n'.irhes  a  niare  of  ]ion(»r  nnif>n^  W-.^  fellow 
citizens  achieves  success  such  as  representaives  of  the  tw'o  former  elas.ses  can 
neither  understand  nor  appreciate.  To  a  considerable  extent  the  late  Henry 
Husselnian,  of  Grant  township,  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  was  a  creditable 
rqiresentativc  of  the  last  named  class,  a  member  of  that  steHing  type  which 
has  furnished  much  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  and  adde<l  to  the 
stability  of  onr  •^oveinmenl  and  its  institutions.  He  was  a  man  of  many 
stcrliiij^  characteristics  of  head  and  heart,  and  amonjj;  hi^  c tTitein|torariv;  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  a  reconl  as  replete  with  t»»ilsomc  duly  iHithfully  and 
uncomplainingly  performed  in  all  the  walks  o(  life,  while  hi?  career  in  the 
humble  sphere  of  private  citixenship  was  such  as  to  recommend  him  tn  tlie 
favorable  consideration  of  the  best  people  of  the  city  and  county  where  he  has 
lon.u  maintained  his  residence. 

The  history  of  the  Husselinan  family  in  America  goes  back  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  when  <  ieorijc  Husselman.  a  native  of  Hessia  and  a  ■^oldi^  r  in 
the  Hessian  amiv,  came  to  America  t«»  hcb>  tlu-  I'ltiii^li  hi^lit  ilu-  Anirtii. an 
colonists.  He  was  taken  a  pri.soncr  by  the  Americans  at  the  battle  of  Trenton 
and  was  sent  to  Lexington,  New  York,  where  he  learned  more  completely  the 
reasons  whv  the  colonists  were  %hting  tiie  mother  countrv.  Becoming 
(4a) 
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thoroughly  convinced  of  the  justice  of  their  cause,  he  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  colonies,  joined  the  American  army  and  fought  with  General 

Washington  until  tlu>  cntl  of  the  war.  His  nanif  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try was  Vorrick-  Healshlinian,  which,  liowever.  he  clKin<,'ed  to  (Jeorge  Hussel- 
man,  pn liialth-  t<i  liuk  hi*;  identity  from  tlie  I'riiisli,  aiul  that  siKlIing  of  the 
name  iias  heen  retametl  until  the  present  time.  In  1786  lieorge  Hiisselman 
settled  in  northern  Virginia,  where  he  remained  until  i8c)j.  w  hen  he  took  his 
land  warrant  and  located  in  Bullskin  township,  Westmoreland  county.  Penn- 
sylvania. Ten  years  later  he  moved  to  Baughman  township,  Wayne  county. 
Ohio,  locating  at  W  est  l-ehanon.  where  he  s|xnu  his  remaining  days,  dying 
there  about  1814.  Physically,  he  was  a  man  of  large  frame,  dark  otnplexion, 
with  h^avy  lower  jaw  and  as  brave  and  cf>nratre<Mis  as  a  lion.  His  wife  was 
horn  on  hoard  a  German  ship  aloiii;  tlie  we^l  toast  of  Ireland.  To  them  were 
born  three  sons.  John.  (iet>rgc  and  Samuel.  John  Hus.sehnan  was  born  in 
northern  Virginia  in  1 7H3  and  accompanied  his  father  upon  his  removal  to 
West  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where  he  married  Catherine  Miser.  He  began  life  in 
very  mcxlerate  circum.stanceH,  tnit  hy  hard  work.  givMl  management  and  rigid 
economy  he  was  enabled  to  jiccuinulate  om-  hundred  and  sixty  ncre<  nf  Kind 
there,  wliich  he  cleared  up  and  created  intr^  a  fnie  farm,  on  which  he  erected  a 
snbstatit ia!  tranu  resideJU't  and  ham  In  iS4_'  he  >oId  that  place  and.  lo.nhng 
his  hiiiiNehohl  iitecls  on  uayons,  lie  made  <he  lonu  journey  of  i\\<t  hundred 
and  forty  miles  i'«  DeKal!)  couniy,  Indiana,  settlinjt  {>et\ve«'n  .\ir  urn  and  the 
present  town  of  WaterltKi.  This  was  then  all  wild  country,  almost  unt<Hiche«l 
by  white  hands,  and  wherv  now  stands  tin-  thriving  city  of  .-Xuburn  were  f>nly 
six  hou.ses.  the  most  numerous  in  habitant  <  of  the  country  being  tlu*  Pottawa- 
tomie lndian.«i.  Here  Mr.  Hnsselman  hoiij^ht  more  tlian  a  thou.sjmd  :icres  of 
laiul  and  two  vv:\r<  later  he  built  tin*  largest  hank  barn  in  the  County,  a  struc- 
ture that  wa-  ;i  landmark  in  ilirr(iiTii:  traveler'^  along  the  way  frrmi  Fort 
Wayne  to  CoUiwater,  .Michigan.  Here  lie  >\n-\n  the  balance  of  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  on  March  if*.  1865.  at  the  as:e  of  lieventy-two  ^-esirs.  His 
wife  survived  him  Init  a  few  mtmths.  dying  *»n  September  t<).  1^65.  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  Tliefr  children  were  Cit^nrge,  Mrs.  Sallie  Stroh.  jnhn  J.. 
Samuel  B..  Polly,  Henry  and  Daniel.  Of  these.  Samuel  is  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. 

Henry  fhi<<rlman  \\r\«  born  in  Wayne  county,  ()hi(..  nn  Noveml)er  24. 
1833.  and  died  in  (iiant  township.  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  on  January  8. 
IQ13.  He  was  but  nine  ye.iri«  f lUI  whci'  his  parents  nn^cd  to  this  locality  aiid 
here  he  was  reared  amid  the  pioneer  surroundings.  On  September  19,  1861, 
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he  married  Margaret  KUen  Rickel,  who  was  Imrn  about  two  mites  soulli  t>f 
Waterloo  in  1845,  a  daughter  of  Danid  and  Mxirgaret  (Fulk)  Rickel.  Daniel 
Rickel  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  hifi  father  came  from  Hamburi;. 

(Jerniany.  Danie!  Rickel  was  married  in  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  to  Margaret 
Fulk,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (McKinley )  Fulk.  and  about  1843  he 
and  hi<  wife  came  tn  OeKalb  countv,  Indiana,  stilling  two  and  one-half 
miles  sontli  of  V\  atcrlcjo,  where  he  cnteretl  a  tract  of  ,i,'overnment  land.  This 
land  was  all  covered  .with  the  primeval  growth  ol  timber  and  labor  of  the 
most  strenuons  type  was  required  in  c»rder  tu  fpst  it  in  sliape  for  cultivation, 
his  iirst  active  effort  being  the  erection  of  a  log  cabin.  Here  they  lived  until 
1863.  when  the>'  moved  to  the  town  of  Waterloo,  where  Mr.  Rickel  engaged 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  for  a  time.  In  1867  lie  m(>ved  t<t  Brimfield, 
Indiana,  and  engjiged  in  the  general  merchamlise  business,  but  five  years  later 
he  returned  to  Waterloo  and  here  his  death  occurred  in  iH/t).  his  n  ife  havint^ 
died  the  year  |)ri(»r.  In  1862  lienry  llusselinan  moved  to  what  l>ctatne  Ins 
permanent  laniily  honie  in  .sections  8  and  9  in  (itant  township,  this  county, 
which  was  at  that  time  a  dense  forest  and  to  the  subduing  of  the  primeval  con- 
ditions he  applied  himself  with  vigor  and  persistency  until  at  length  his  efforts 
were  rewarded  In*  the  development  of  an  ideal  hfime  and  spK*iu1{<l  farm  where 
his  children  sjn-nt  many  happy  and  pleasant  days.  In  1864  Mr.  rius^^elman 
was  converted  atid  unitetl  with  tlu-  oM  Hu*«st'|nnut  f-"vangelical  cbnrcii.  There- 
at ler  Ik  lived  a  rlevoled  C  hristian  lite  ami  hi  hi^  home  erected  a  family  altar 
which  wa^  iiev«.r  abandonetl  until  sickness  came  u|M<n  him.  He  was  an  uUI- 
school  gentlenwn  and  in  the  simplicity  of  his  faith  arid  integrity  of  his  char- 
acter he  was  an  example  for  those  who  folkiwe^l  htm.  He  was  a  valuable 
<itizen  to  the  community  and  it  was  ^id  that  he  'nex  er  wnmged  any  man. 
His  wife  was  to  hitn  a  helpmate  in  the  truest  sen>e  of  ihe  word.  Iwing  a 
laithtnl  wile  and  loving  niolber  and  one  whose  l:c>t  endeavor  was  to  aid  her 
husli.ind  ;ind  rear  her  cblidr'  ti  to  honorable  womanhood  ;iiid  PKinhoofl  ,"^he 
has  lived  in  onlv  lwf»  places  -inee  her  birth,  her  father  s  home  antl  her  present 
home.  To  her  have  lieen  born  live  cbiklren.  namely:  John  Ailam.  who  ilied 
in  1865.  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Wesley  Henry,  boni  on  March  28.  i8f>5. 
married  Minnie  E.  Iljivis  on  May  7,  1893.  who  was  bom  in  Franklin.  Ijoia- 
wee  county.  Michigan.  March  2,  iHftj:  Charle.<i  .\Ifred.  bom  March  25.  1867. 
nianied  Cora  I'lberly.  April  u.  i8<)_^,  who  was  liorn  l'ehrtiar>-  ().  1873.  in 
DeKalb  county.  Imliana.  To  them  was  bon\  one  <(»n.  Karnesi  Alfred.  \o 
vember  7.  r8<)8;  W.  H.  and  C.  .\.  Ilusselman  are  n«»w  residini;  in  Diuler. 
i'hey  i)egan  dealing  in  pian()S  and  organs  in  1889.    By  their  tact  and  business 
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qtialiti^  fttid  their  energy  tliey  have  continiiotisly  followed  this  Nocaiion  of 
life  as  succesfiful  dealers;  janies  A.,  bom  March  25.  1867;  Jennie  Alpharettc, 
bom  January  10,  1870,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  S,  CanipbdJ,  of  Auhum.  To- 
them  was  born  oik-  son.  (    tries  James.  N'oveniUer  13,  i8<^>5. 

James  .\.  Hnsselinan  is  *)i>eratin}i  the  home  farm  and  caring  for  his 
mother.  After  seeuriiit?  a  jjood  piibhc  seliool  ecUK'atioti  he  .ittnuled  the  Tri- 
State  Nf)rnKiI  Schonl  a(  Anijola.  rind  also  at  Aulnirn.  ;uul  for  twenty-five 
years  he  has  been  engaged  as  a  leaelKT  in  the  publie  schools  of  DcKalh 
county,  spending  his  summer  vacations  in  work  on  the  farm. 

On  December  30.  191 1,  Mr.  Husselman  married  l^ura  Qum.'who  was 
bom  January  25,  1876.  near  Hicksvtlle,  Defiance  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of  Haman  and  C(»rdeh*a  (Dilworth)  Gum.  The  family  came  to  this  ccninty 
about  1887,  and  Mrs  TTiH^clnian'^  parents  livctl  in  Anhum  since  that 

time.  James  A  Tbi  ^clman  is  a  member  ot  tlu-  l\nii,'hiN  of  the  Maccabees,  A 
quiet  find  una.s.^unun;;  man,  he  is  genial  in  his  intcrcolll■^^.•  uiih  his  fellows  and 
haji  made  manv  warm  and  loval  friends  in  this  conimttnitv.  He  has  had  a 
.splendid  career  as  an  educator  and  has  had  the  novel  cx|ierience  of  teaching' 
the  children  of  those  whom  he  taught  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  Because 
of  his  strength  of  character  .in<I  genuine  worth,  he  is  deser\'ing  of  the  splen- 
did standing  which  he  enjoys  in  the  comnuintty  where  his  life  has  been  s[ienL 


■  ALBERT  L.  SHUI.TZ. 

It  wn-^  once  remarked  b>  a  celi*''  rated  innrali>t  and  biograi)lH'r  tb.at 
"there  lia>  scarceK  i-assetl  a  life  at  w  inch  a  jiuhcioijs  and  taitlUui  narrative 
would  not  have  been  nsetui.  "  Believing  in  the  truth  of  this  opinicm.  ex- 
presseil  by  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men.  the  writer  of  this  review 
takes  pleasure  in  presenting  a  few  facts  in  the  career  of  a  gentleman  who.  by 
industry,  perseverance,  tenii)erance  and  integrity,  has  worked  himself  from 
an  humble  station  to  a  successful  place  in  life  and  won  an  honorable  ix^si- 
tion  among  the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  men  of  the  localitty  in 
which  he  resides. 

.MlKTt  L.  Shnltz.  wht<  lor  main  years  was  known  as  »)ne  of  tlu-  must 
successful  teachers  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  who  is  now  the  <»wner  of 
a  fine  farm  in  Franklin  township,  was  bom  in  1870,  tm  the  <»ld  bomei^teatr 
about  a  quarter  of  a  nute  from  vihere  he  now  rcskles,  atui  is  a  son  of  C.  5. 
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and  Christena  (Lybolt)  Shultz.  Tbe  father,  who  was  born  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  in  1845,  was  a  life-l<Mig  fanner,  and  on  December  25,  1868, 
was  married  to  Giristena  Lybolt»  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  having 
come  to  this  county  when  but  six  years  old.  In  the  spring  of  1869,  Mr.  and 
Mr?  Shultz  came  to  DeKalt)  county  and  here  he  was  employed  at  day  labor. 
Though  his  eniploymt'iit  was  hut  iiumble,  he  was  a  inan  of  sterlinij  cjualities 
of  character,  sober,  steady  and  industrious,  antl  l>y  [jersisteiu  energy  he 
accumulated  thirty  acres  of  good  land  and  two  valuable  residence  properties 
m  Waterloo,  <me  of  which  he  resides  in.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
First  Xational  Bank  of  Butler.  He  was  never  active  in  politics  and  is  inclined 
to  be  reserved  in  dis]K)sition.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  three  children  : 
Albert  L.  and  Alice  and  Alonzo.  who  are  deceased.  The  subject  received 
his  elenu  ntary  education  in  the  common  scb(M>ls  and  rvmainetl  at  home  help- 
ing his  father  up  until  tlie  tune  ot  his  marriage.  He  1*^  entirely  self  made 
and  uiKjn  attaining  young  manhood  s  years  he  determined  to  t<»ll*»v\  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching  and  to  this  end.  in  the  spring  of  1889  and  1890,  he  at- 
tended the  normal  school  at  Angola,  Indiana.  Having  received  a  license  to 
teach,  he  then  became  so  engaged  in  the  schools  of  Franklin  township,  this 
county,  where  he  was  emi)U)yed  continuously  for  a  period  of  twenty-two 
year-.,  havini^  tnu<^li(  iuV-very  district  in  the  to\\  n^hip  save  one.  All  that  he 
has  acconjplished  in  lite  ha«  Ix-en  done  entirely  hv  his  own  efforts,  for  when 
he  began  attending  the  normal  school,  he  was  conii)e]led  to  Uirrow  money 
with  which  to  pay  his  expenses.  However,  during  the  period  in  which  he 
was  engaged  as  a  teacher  he  carefully  conserved  his  financial  resources  and 
eventually  purchased  forty  acres  of  good  land  across  from  where  he  now 
lives  and  in  1903  bought  an  additional  forty  acres  where  he  now  lives,  making 
altogether  eighQr  acres  of  splendid  land,  none  of  which  is  worth  !t  than  one 
hundred  dollars  per  acre  To  the  improvement  of  this  land  ir  ^hultz  1ms 
given  strict  attention  atid  today  few  places  in  thi<  section  ot  the  state  are 
better  ujiproved  01  more  calculated  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  passerby. 
The  splendid  and  attractive  house,  the  large  and  commodious  bam  and  well 
kept  fences  reflect  great  credit  on  the  owner,  while  the  other  modem  and  up- 
to-date  conveniences  around  the  place  indicate  Mr.  Shultz  to  be  a  man  of  mod- 
em ideas  and  determined  to  be  behind  no  one  as  far  as  his  ahih'ty  will  permit. 
The  house  is  heated  by  a  furnace  and  lighted  by  an  acetylene  gas  plaait  and 
in  other  ways  he  has  shown  a  progressive  spirit  commendable  in  him.  He  is 
a  >tockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Butler,  and  in  many  ways  has 
shown  a  disposition  to  t.ake  an  interest  in  and  help  to  advance  the  best  inter- 
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ests  of  the  coinmunity  in  which  he  resii1e!«.  Mr.  Shnlts  is  agent  for  the 
DeKalh  County  Mutual  Insurance  Cnmtiany  for  Franklin  township  and  also 
storm  inspector  for  the  Indiana  Mutua!  Insurance  Company. 

On  June  24,  1903,  at  the  home  of  the  bri<le's  parents  near  Haniilt<Ml,  Mr. 

Shultz  wa<  n>arrie<1  to  V.ffw  I^autzculifiser.  the  (lan^Mittr  of  F.zra  K.  Lnntzcti- 
heiscr.  her  Iiirth  hiiving  cxcurrc*!  in  iBji)  in  ncKalb  county.  They  arc-  the 
parents  of  one  child,  Knby,  wlio  was  lx>rn  on  ( )ctol)cr  j6.  1904.  Rehgiouslv. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shultz  arc  earnest  and  faithfid  meinhers  of  the  Methcxiist 
Eipiscoi»t  church,  to  the  success  of  which  they  contribute  of  their  means. 
Mr.  Shults's  industry  and  cner;f>'  have  become  proverbial  and  though  deeply 
immersed  in  his  own  affairs  he  finds  time  to  discharge  the  dulit"-  of  cttizen- 
.ship  and  may  property  be  termed  the  lea<ler  in  the  circles  in  which  lie  moves. 


SAMUEL  WOLFE. 

It  is  with  a  great  defjree  of  satisfaction  to  the  liiojjraiiher  w  tien  he  adverts 
to  ihe  hfe  of  one  who  has  ma<lc  the  rou^h  path  of  hfc  sniootli  hv  his  untirinji 
perseverance  and  has  attaine<I  success  in  any  v<}cati«iii  rci|uirnm  definiteness 
of  pur|M>se  and  determinetl  action.  Such  a  life,  whether  it  be  one  of  cahn, 
consecutive  endeavor,  or  of  sudden  meteoric  accomplishments  must  idnmnd 
in  both  lesson  and  incentive  and  prove  a  j^ttide  to  the  xonni;  men  wliose  for- 
tunes are  «;til!  matters  for  the  future  to  determine.  I  or  a  niinilier  of  vear-s 
the  siihject  of  thi^;  sketch  h:\<  dircrtcd  his  e!Tort*»  lowani  tlie  i^oal  of  success 
in  i)cKalh  count}  and  by  patient  coniinuance  has  won  prf»nounce«l  succes-.. 

Samuel  VV'oIfc,  who  owns  a  splendid  farm  in  Franklin  township,  DeKalli 
county,  Indiana,  ws^s  horn  at  the  old  homestead  near  Franklin  Center,  this 
county,  on  January  i,  1857.  His  parents  were  in  very  moderate  circum- 
stances, his  father  having  a  large  family,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  s;ient 
the  most  of  hovhood  days  away  from  home  working  at  snrli  eniployment 
as  he  could  find.  I  towever.  after  t!ie  death  of  an  older  brother  he  rcttimed 
lionie  and  eii^^aged  in  the  cuUivation  of  fortv  acres  iielonging  to  Wis  lirodu  r 
He  kept  nj)  the  payment  of  taxes  and  other  ex|Knses  on  the  place,  hy  reason 
of  which  the  ownership  eventuaUy  came  to  him,  and  he  sold  it  and  bought 
another  forty-acre  tract,  which  still  later  was  sold  and  Mr.  Wolfe  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  eighty  acres,  his  present  attractive  farm  in  Franklin  town- 
ship.  There  is  probably  not  another  farm  of  tike  character  in  DeKalb  cnimty 
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to  which  more  painstaking  attention  is  given  and  which  is  proving  :i  greuter 
success  than  this.  There  is  not  a  foot  of  waste  land  on  the  farm  and  Mr. 
Wc4fe,  being  a  careful  and  conservative  man  in  his  operations*  has  succeeded 
in  raising  more  than  the  average  crop  on  his  place,  owing  to  his  proper  atten- 

tiotT  \fy  <nch  details  as  thv  fit tilization  of  tin-  >;<>il,  the  |»r<>|KT  mtaiioii  of 
crops,  etc.  Whtn  lie  <rcnri«l  tlic  |)I:ice  it  was  in  fair  shape  and  lie  has  not 
only  niainiained  hut  lias  iniprnved  tlie  fertility  of  tlie  soil,  his  eighteen  years 
of  residence  here.liavtng  ken  characterized  by  sirenuous  lal)<»r  and  persisteiil 
energy,  which  haw  met  with  their  deserved  reward.  In  addition  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  farm.  Mr.  Wolfe  has  during  the  winters  worked  at  his 
trade  of  carpenter,  at  which  he  is  an  expert.  With  his  brother,  William,  he 
also  runs  a  clover  huller,  grinder  and  other  farm  machinery,  such  as  is  needed 
am  iiq  the  farmers  of  the  communitv,  ami  they  have  met  with  well  de- 
serv  ed  ■-iKee^^-.  in  this  hnc. 

(Jn  May  30,  1881,  at  Waietioo,  Mr.  Wolie  married  Harriett  Crowl. 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Link)  Crnwl,  the  father  a  native  of 
Ohio  ami  the  mother  horn  in  Germany.  She  came  to  this  country  with  her 
(larents  at  the  age  of  eight  yeairs,  settling  first  in  Delaware,  later  moving  to 
Ohio.  There  she  met  and  nmrried  Mr.  Link  I  Ik  v  later  came  to  Indiana, 
settling  in  DeKal'i  county  where  they  <]ivnx  (hi  hahmce  of  their  lives,  both 
heing  now  deceased.  They  were  farming  folk  and  the  parents  of  .«ii.\  children, 
all  living,  namely:  I.saac.  Kli.  I'".dwartl,  (leorjtre,  Samuel  an«l  Harriett.  To- 
Mr.  ami  Mr.s.  Wolfe  have  heen  horn  the  following  children:  F.dna.  win*  he- 
came  the  wife  of  Earl  King,  who  re.4tdes  n«ir  Rutler,  this  county;  Mahel  fi... 
Alta.  Hazel  and  Charles,  whti  are  all  at  homo  and  attendhig  the  public 
schools. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wolfe  is  an  earnest  sn|)porter  of  the  Democratic  parly, 
while,  fraternally,  he  is  an  enthusia"<tir  nu'tnl)er  of  llie  Iinlept-ndein  Order  of 
0<ld  I'VlloW".  helMtis^ing  to  the  local  lo<li.'e  at  Hamilton,  <if  uhidi  he  has 
pa.ssed  through  all  the  chairs.  Keliirionsly.  he  is  a  member  of  the  I'nited 
Brethren  church,  which  he  attends  regularly. 

Mr.  Wolfe  has  given  his  fiarticular  attenti<m  to  the  welfare  of  his  chif- 
dren.  to  whom  he  has  given  good  educations,  rearing  them  to  upright  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  He  finds  his  greatest  satisfaction  in  the  quiet  life 
he  leads  as  a  prosperous  and  contented  tiller  of  the  soil  and  in  the  nnitually 
agreeable  domestic  ties  which  make  home  the  happiest  and  most  attractive  spt>t 
on  earth  to  one  of  his  tastes  ami  ideals.  Personally,  he  is  genial  and  un- 
assuming, possessing  those  qiiahties  which  win  friends  and  he  enjoys  a 
marked  popularity  among  his  acquaintances. 
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THOMAS  W.  HARWUOD. 

It  is  H  pleasure  to  investigate  the  career  of  a  successful  self-fiia<le  man. 
Peculiar  honor  attaciies  to  that  indi>  tdual  who.  beginning  the  great  struggle 

ol  life  akme  and  tinaideci,  yradnally  ovemmics  unfavorable  environtnent.  re- 
moves one  by  one  the  ohstaiies  from  tho  [)atluvnv  nf  sncce<^s  .md  l)y  llii-  master 
strokes  oi  his  own  tone  and  vitality  succcetls  in  forging  his  way  to  the  front 
and  winning  for  himself  a  competency  and  a  position  of  esteem  and  influence 
among  his  fellow  men.  Such  is  the  record  of  the  popular  citiscen  of  Wil- 
mington township  to  a  brief  synopsis  of  whose  life  and  character  the  follow- 
ing pages  are  devoted. 

Thonias  W.  Harwixnl.  a  substantial  and  inHuential  citizen  tif  Wilming- 
ton township,  a  veteran  of  the  jjreat  Civil  war.  and  a  man  %vho  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  resf)ect  of  all  whc  knf)W  him,  was  born  tm  Febrttary  24.  184  r. 
in  Rockridge,  \  erniont,  and  is  tiie  son  of  Asa  and  Cynthia  (Stockwell)  Har- 
wood,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Vermont. 
These  {larents  moved  from  the  New  England  states  to  Ohio  in  1842  and  in 
1857  came  to  DeKalb  county,  setting  in  Franklin  town^ip,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Henry,  a  farmer  in  Michii^^nn:  Thomas  .  ilu-  .subject  <>f  this  sketch;  Mrs. 
Ellen  Ball,  deceased;  Mr.s.  Clarinda  Bamliart,  dcceaseil,  and  Emniett.  who 
lives  in  Montana. 

The  subject  received  his  education  in  the  puMic  schools  of  DeKalb 
county,  having  been  brought  here  in  his  youth  by  his  parents.  He  was  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  which  vocation  he  has  consistently  and  successfully 
followed  throughout  his  life  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  fartn  of  ninety- 
three  acres,  on  which  he  has  lived  for  mf)re  than  a  ((uarter  of  a  century  and 
\v!iich  he  fins  iniprovetl  and  developed  into  one  of  the  best  agriailtural  e.«tates 
in  this  locality. 

During  the  tro'.ii)lous  days  of  the  early  si.vties,  wiien  tlic  integrity  of  the 
nationial  Union  hung  in  the  balance.  Mr  Harwood  volunteered  his  services  in 
defense  of  his  country,  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  B,Fifty-third  Regi- 
ment Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he  sensed  for  about  ten  months, 
taking  part  in  all  campaigns,  marches  and  battles  in  which  the  regiment  par- 
ticiiated.  He  i)rove(!  a  vahant  atid  faithful  soldier  and  at  the  end  of  his 
service  received  an  hi>n'»ial.!e  discharge. 

h\  t866  Mr.  Harwtxfd  inurried  Julia  A  Sniurr.  tlie  daughter  of  (i  N. 
and  Reljecca  (Kinsley)  Smurr.  natives  of  Ohio.    To  this  union  were  Iwirn 
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«ix  children,  naiiidy :  Albert,  who  lives  in  Garrett,  this  county ;  George,  of 
Auburn,  this  county;  Mrs.  Isabel  Pifer,  of  Butler,  this  county;  Clement,  de- 
ceased :  Cecil,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm,  and  Mrs.  Ona  Treman,  who  lives 

on  a  farm  in  this  county.  Politically,  Mr.  Harwo<xi  is  an  earnest  supporter 
oi  the  I\c"pul)!icait  parXy  ami  takes  proper  interest  in  local  affairs,  especially  as 
affecting  the  wi'lfaro  of  the  onnimunity.  The  record  of  testimonv  is  ample 
thai  Mr.  HarwixKl  is  a  giunl  citizen  m  the  lull  sense  of  the  term,  worthy  of 
public  trust,  ever  doing  worthily  and  well  all  work  to  wliich  In;  has  applied 
himself.  In  all  that  constitutes  true  manhood  and  good  citinnship  he  is  a 
worthy  example  and  none  stands  higher  than  he  in  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  the  circles  in  which  he  moves. 


FRED  BUNGE, 

It  is  not  an  rasy  task  to  describe  adequately  a  man  who  has  led  an 
eminently  active  and  Imsy  life  and  who  has  attained  a  position  of  relative 
distinction  in  the  community  with  which  his  mtcrcsts  are  allied.  But  biog- 
raphy finds  its  most  complete  justification,  nevertheless,  in  the  tracing  and  re- 
cording of  such  a  life  history.  It  is,  then,  with  a  ftill  appreciation  of  all  that 
is  demanded  and  of  the  painstaking  scrutiny  that  must  be  accorded  each  state- 
ment, and  yet  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  that  the  writer  essays  the  task  of 
touching  briefly  npoii  the  <U'tails  of  such  a  record  as  has  been  that  of  the 
honored  suliiect  whose  life  nf»w  comes  under  review 

Fred  Hunge  is  a  son  ot  the  fatherland,  liaviiii,^  l)een  horn  tm  May  4. 
183-2,  in  Germany,  ami  is  the  st>n  of  John  and  Klizaheth  (Frost)  Bimge,  both 
of  whom  also  were  natives  »f  Gemumy,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives 
and  died.  They  were  the  ])arents  of  five  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a  brother.  Louis,  and  three  other  children  who  died  in  tlieir  native  land.  At 
the  a'.ie  of  twenty-two  years  the  S'lhject  of  this  sketch  left  home,  embarkiui; 
on  the  1 6th  day  of  Mav.  1H54.  and  landed  in  New  York  on  the  tsl  day  of 
the  f(>!lowing  July.  The  principal  capital  with  which  .his  parcn'^s  had 
endowed  him  was  a  nijjged  constitution,  a  s1<nit  lieart  and  a  <U*terminani >n 
to  succeetl,  which,  no  doubt,  has  proven  a  more  <lesiral)le  capital  than  wouUl 
have  almost  any  amount  of  monqr,  unless  the  latter  could  have  been  ac- 
companied with  the  same  traits  of  character.  Thus  bom  to  environment  none 
too  aiispicious,  Mr.  Bunge  has  forced  himself  to  the  front  and  made  for 
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himself  a  proud  position  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  DeKalb  county.  Dur- 
ing his  first  years  in  this  country  he  was  etnpk»yed  at  anything  which  he  could 
find  to  do  which  would  earn  him  an  honest  dollar,  but,  carefully  husbanding 

his  resources  and  working  every  day  possible,  he  was  at  last  enabled  t<i  fe>rge 
ahead  and  now  is  nnmliercd  amonj;  the  substantial  and  influential  citizens  of 
\\'ilniint;t(  til  t(i\*  n-iiip.  PcKal!)  cnnntv,  Indiana.  He  is  the  mvner  n{  a  splen- 
diil  tann  ot  (.iL^lity  acres,  on  wlncli  arr  substantia!  and  up-t<i-d;itc  buildings, 
and  here  he  carries  on  general  farnnng  and  stock  raising  in  a  manner  that  lias 
Stamped  him  to  be  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  di.sc«mment  and  sound  jndg- 
ment. 

On  October  50,  1862,  Mr.  Runge  was  married  to  Oirolir«e  Sharp,  and 

to  them  have  Ix-en  born  eight  children,  namely:  |osi:di.  <!<.(  ea^i^d  ;  John,  who 
lives  on  a  farm  in  this  county;  Mrs.  Nettie  Wicker;  Mrs.  h",llen  Pomeroy.  of 
.\uburn ;  William,  a  farmer  of  this  county;  Joseph;  Mrs.  Dora  Ridije,  of  this 
county,  and  Nora,  who  li\es  at  home  with  her  parents  Ri!iL,M"u>l\ ,  Mr. 
Hunge  and  his  family  are  memlK-rs  of  tiie  Reformed  Lullicran  ciunch.  U* 
which  they  contribute  liberally  and  to  the  various  activities  of  which  tliey  give 
earnest  support.  Politically,  Mr.  r>unge  is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  an  intelii> 
gent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  cr>mmttnity,  giving  his  earnest  support  to 
every  movement  which  promises  to  pro\  i-  lu  ucricial  to  hi*  fellow  men,  ma- 
terially, edncalionally,  morally  or  socially,  ik-cause  of  his  earnest  life,  sturdv 
habits  and  his  unswerving  integrity,  he  rnfovs  tf>  a  notable  degree  the  con- 
fidence and  reganl  of  the  entire  community  where  so  numy  uf  his  active  years 
have  been  spent. 


WILI-IA.VI  HF.N'RY  GRL'RE. 

Another  of  the  euierprising  and  sviccesstid  farmers  of  DeKalb  county, 
who  traces  his  ancestry  liack  to  the  fatherbnd.  is  the  gentlcnun  whose  name 
initiates  this  sketch,  a  man  who  has  succeeded  in  his  life  work  for  no  other 
cause  than  that  he  has  worked  |iersistently  and  along  proper  lines,  and  he  has 

not  otdy  succeeded  in  his  chosen  \ocation  of  agriculture.  Iwt  has  also  won  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing. 

Wliliaiii  Henry  Onbe  was  born  November  25.  1842.  in  .Massillon.  Stark 
county.  Ohio.  Hi^  parents  were  of  ( Irrman  descent,  and  his  father,  IVti  r 
(Irube.  was  married  to  Elizal>elh  May  in  1835.  They  came  to  America  in 
1836  from  Ulmet.  a  town  in  Bavaria.   On  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic 
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heavy  winds  blew  their  saihng  vessel  along  the  coast  of  Africa,  but  after 
trouUesome  repairs  were  made,  they  again  headed  for  the  *'new  world." 
Having  to  depend  wholly  ut>on  the  winds«  the  voyage  took  almost  three 
months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  thev  sailed  into  New  York  liarbor.  Thev 
resided  in  New  ^  ork  City  for  aliotita  year  and  a  half,  and  then  started  to  the 
then  West.  They  travele<l  l)y  stage  coach  {>>  Ma-sill  , n.  Ohio,  which  was  then 
a  small  vifl;i<»^e.  Here  the^  lived  until  1X43.  and  wliile  livins:  there  three 
children  were  born,  Katharine.  Jacc»b  an<l  Henry.  1  he  Httle  sister  died  be- 
fore they  left  Massillon.  From  their  home  in  the  Buckeye  state  tliey  again 
t<K)k  up  the  Western  trail,  this  time  by  wagons  drawn  hy  oxen,  through  woods 
and  .swamps,  until  they  arrived  at  what  is  now  Stafford  township.  DeKalh 
comity.  On  this  journey  Henry  was  hut  a  baby,  so  they  had  wrapped  him 
up  in  a  little  bundle,  and  when  they  came  to  a  rough  stretch  of  corduroy  road 
this  precious  bundle  fell  <»ttt  of  the  wagon,  hwt  thev  fortunately  happened  to 
Ioc»k  down  in  time  (o  refi  ne  the  hribv  from  under  the  \\  ai,'on  \\  heels.  This^ 
was  only  one  of  the  many  narrow  escajKf.s  Mr.  (iriihe  has  had  during  his  suc- 
cessful career. 

A  clearing  was  soim  nuide  in  the  wiklemess  and  a  l«ig  cabin  was  built  «ni 
the  seventy->four-acre  trcict  of  forest  land  bought  from  the  government.  Then 
came  the  lal)orious  wcrk  of  clearing,  thai  cnltiva'i  •  1  1  j  t  !h-  institutetl.  In 
those  days  Mr.  (irube's  father  would  walk  ten  miles  i(»  flicksviPc.  the  nearest 
village,  with  wheat  an<I  w<nild  carry  !)rifk  !  i;'^  -^nrks  of  flour  to  his  home. 
His  mother  \\a>  !ni>v  fn>in  morning  p.ntil  nigiit  litlpiiii,'  tr)ll  logs  and  grub 
up  the  rooLs,  Ijriars  and  lirush.  While  ihey  were  living  iiere  two  other  chil- 
dren were  bom,  a  girt,  Elizalxth,  and  later  a  hoy.  Peter.  While  living  in 
Stafford.  Jacob,  one  of  Mr.  Gnibe's  brothers,  died,  which  left  Init  three  of  the 
children,  Elixalieth.  Henr>'  and  Peter,  to  help  in  the  arduous  labor. 

The  subjec  t  lived  in  Stafford  town.ship  on  the  old  homestead  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  He  .spent  his  time  helping  his  father  in  the  farm  work, 
and  in  the  winter  he  took  his  -late  and  copybook  and  trudge<l  thrrntgh  the 
woods  to  sch<H)l.  He  was  \\n\>  engaged  until  he  was  alniut  fifteen  years  of 
age.  when  he  went  \\\)  into  the  pine  woods  of  Michigan,  where  he  worked  for 
three  years  cutting  logs  and  breaking  roUways  on  the  Muskegon  river.  This 
was  a  dangerous  occupation,  and  the  subject's  life  was  threatened  many  times 
while  he  was  working  there.  .After  returning  home  from  the  pine  woods, 
he  wcnlced  by  the  month  on  different  farms  in  Illinois.  Missouri  and  Kansas 
for  several  years,  and  finally,  returning  home.  lK)Ught  a  horsepower  threshing 
niaeliiue  and  worked  alnit»st  the  entire  year  round,  threshing  for  his  neigh- 
borho<Kl  for  thirteen  years. 
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In  1880  Mr.  Gmbe  was  married  to  Mary  Haas,  a  Ginadian  gifi,  who 
had  come  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States  and  lived  on  a  farm  south  of 
Butler.  They  moved  on  to  an  eighty-acre  farm  three  miles  east  of  Butler  and 
lived  in  a  little  log  cabm  during  the  summer  months,  later  buying  the  <»1<1 
Henry  Shoiil)  phcT  ;trv.  the  creek.  Here  two  cliiltlrc-n  werv  Ixirn.  Charles 
in  1882  and  Clc\c  in  Lieve  is  now  tweiity-Hve  years  of  age,  and  is 

actively  identified  with  thf  Democratic  party,  followinji  his  tather's  example 
in  the  bestowing  of  his  franchise.  At  present  he  is  fanning  one  hundred  antl 
ten  acres  of  his  own  kmd.  together  with  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  hi» 
father's  farm.  He  was  married,  January  2,  191 3.  to  ^iamet  Brink,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  A.  Ilrinlc.  of  Rutler.  Indiana. 

The  suhject  and  wife  1  v  1  m  the  Shonh  place  until  1897,  when  they 
moved  on  to  n  farm  one  mile  ami  a  half  east  of  P.ntKi .  wlure  they  still  reside. 
Two  years  later  tin-  yottn<jest  hoy.  Andrew,  was  l»orn.  He  is  now  fourteen 
years  old  and  is  attending  the  Rutler  high  school.  In  iQcx)  C  harles  attenile<l 
the  Ohio  Northern  University  for  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Lafayette  to  at- 
tend school  with  the  intention  of  becoming  a  civil  engineer.  In  1903  he  was 
on  the  train  going  to  Indianafiolis  to  play  on  the  Purdue  football  team,  wlien 
the  train  was  u  reckett.  and  he,  together  wirl  1  -  i  iuv  nilier  Purdue  hoys,  was 
killed.    His  death  was  a  great  •^hock  to  ihe  taniiiy  and  friends. 

The  f< allowing  sununer  Mr.  druhe  took  a  trifi  thrtnii^h  the  West  with  the 
Knights  reiDplar  in  a  special  car.  He  is  al-^i  a  .Slu  incr  and  has  In^en  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  for  forty-three  years.  Mr.  (irube  displays  a  deep 
interest  in  everything  which  helps  to  develop  his  town,  and  is  at  present  aiding 
in  the  building  of  a  new  I.  O.  O.  F.  hall.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
First  National  Bank, 


S.  H.  NUGKX. 

Among  the  progressive  men  of  Jackson  township.  DeKalb  county,  iden- 
tified long  with  educational  intere.sts.  whose  rare  business  acumen,  public 

spirit  antl  nntnicstioned  integrity  retider  hhn  itij^ihle  to  rank  as  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  his  ciuinmmity.  is  tlie  t,'eiitleinan  whose  name  ap- 
pears ai  o\  e,  the  present  ellicienl  lru^tee  of  his  t<nvnsiup.  He  is  essentially  a 
man  of  the  peuple.  Iiroad-niinded,  capable  and  possessing  an  equi|>oise  of  at- 
tributes that  stamp  him  as  a  natural  leader  of  his  fellows,  but,  being  entirely 
unassuming,  he  would  never  consent  to  such  a  title  or  believe  that  he.  in  any 
way,  merited  the  plaudits  of  any  one. 
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S.  H.  Nugen  was  l>orn  oti  February  2.  1837.  in  Jackson  township,  De- 
KalB  county,  the  son  ol  John  and  Kebecca  (Hughes)  Xugen,  he  a  native  of 
Iidand  and  she  of  Miami  county,  Ohio.  He  was  among  the  early  settler.s  in 
DeKatb  county,  haing  settled  in  its  almost  unbroken  wilderness  in  the  early 
forties.  He  located  on  section  4  in  Jackson  township  and  was  here  mar- 
ried. To  John  and  Rebecca  Xugen  were  l>orn  six  children,  as  follow?  Mr^ 
Mary  K.  I'.olinger  is  deceased;  Christopher  dud  while  st-rving  in  iht-  arni\  ; 
Mrs.  Sarali  A.  Harris  is  deceased;  Jamie  i.*^  deceased:  John,  who  was  still 
living  at  last  accounts;  S.  H. 

S.  H.  Nugen  laid  the  foundation  of  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  thoae  days  and  then  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  working  for 
others  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  when  he  was  enabled 
to  purchase  eighty  acres  in  his  own  right,  his  presmt  splendid  farm  l;eing 
the  same  land  that  be  bought  when  a  young  man.  lie  iinmeiiiaiciy  proceeded 
about  the  strenuous  task  ot  clearing  the  land  and  building  a  home,  and  on 
October  1.  1885,  he  was  married  to  Emma  Bartels.  tUiughter  of  Augustus 
and  Minnie  (Kruse)  Bartels,  natives  of  the  fatherland. 

To  the  subject  and  wife  have  been  bom  eight  children,  namely :  Roy  C 
is  now  teachini^  in  nne  of  the  graded  schools  of  the  city  of  Auburn ;  Dcjrcie  K. 
is  attending  school  in  \'r4liiarni«r>.  where  he  is  j>rcparing  to  enter  the  nu-dieal 
profession:  John  A.  is  a  gra<hiate  of  the  Auhnrn  Inqh  schtMjl  and  has  tant;lu 
one  tcmi;  Harry  is  deceased;  Lelah  is  an  alumna  of  the  Auburn  high  school, 
from  which  she  graduated  in  1913;  Frank  attended  tlie  high  school  and  is 
now  farming  for  his  father;  Haxcl  is, in  her  second  year  in  the  Auburn  high 
school:  Harold  is  attending  the  district  school. 

In  .Mr.  Xugen  was  elected  a^^e^sor  for  his  township  and  served  for 
live  years,  after  which  he  \\a<  ehi^'^en  l)v  the  \'r)ter>  of  his  community  for  the 
res|K)nsiiile  |)<iNitioii  of  inisirt.-.  hi>  inuinilu'ney  in  tliat  office  dating  fn»ni  igo8. 
He  lias  brought  to  the  posuitm  a  native  alality  enriched  by  a  deep  interest  in 
educational  matters,  this  interest  seemingly  Ixing  an  inborn  trait  of  all  the 
members  of  his  family. 

^^r  Xugen  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming,  being  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  lias  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  niakini;  nil  of  the  improvements  on  the  place  He  was 
for  fifteen  years  a  sti>ck  >hiiii)ei  and  buyer,  dealing  in  hog.s.  cattle  and  sheep, 
and  also  threshed  for  several  years  in  his  early  life. 

Politically,  the  subject  has  always  given  hfc  vote  to  the  Democratic 
party,  while,  fraternally,  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  Xo. 
91,  of  Auburn.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grangers. 
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SOLOMON  S.  CASEBh-RE. 

One  of  the  progressive  farmers  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  DeKalb 
cutmty.  Indiana.  i»  Solomon  S.  Casebere.  who  .has  ever  taken  high  rank. 
Possessing  energy  and  deterniination.  he  has  been  very  successful  in  making 
everything  he  undertakes  result  to  his  advantage,  and  his  success  in  ln>  rli-^^en 
calling  is  atte'^ted  hy  the  fact  of  his  having  started  in  an  humble  manner  and 
is  now  tlie  owner  of  valuable  real  estate.  Itaving  accumulated  the  same  by 
his  own  efforts. 

Solomon  S.  Casebere  is  a  hative  son  of  DeKalb  county,  having  lieen 
tmm  in  Troy  township  on  January  22,  i860,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and 

l-'li/al  eth  (  Kniseleyj  Caselwre.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Oliio.  Ge«>rge 
W.  (.."asebere  came  to  DeKalb  comity  in  an  early  day.  locating  near  Fish 
creek,  where  he  ^pt  tit  tlie  remaindrr  of  his  life,  enjoying  the  re>|iect  and  con 
tideiice  of  the  comiiuinity  in  which  lie  lived.  To  him  and  bis  wife  were  iM^rn 
the  following  children:  Ixander  11..  of  Uryan.  Ohio;  Solomon  S..  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch:  Marshall,  who  moved  to  Wisomsin  and  there 
died:  Mrs.  Aleta  Burkhart.  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Williams 
county.  Ohio. 

Solomon  S.  C'aseljerc  receive<l  his  education  in  the  common  schcxils  of 
his  comnninity  anrl  also  attended  the  schools  of  Uiillcr  He  wa<  reared  to 
the  life  of  a  farmer,  a  vocation  which  he  has  con>i>uiili\  tHI Hwid  to  ilu' 
jiresenl  lime,  and  in  which  he  has  achieved  a  mcjsi  pronounceii  success,  lii.s 
farm  compri.ses  one  himdred  ami  hfty  acres  of  a>  go<)d  land  as  can  be  fonml 
in  Staffrml  township,  and  here  he  carries  on  a  general  line  of  w<irk.  including 
stock  raising  He  gives  his  attention  to  every  detail  of  his  farm  work  and 
has  realize<l  gratifying  returns  for  his  lalor.  lie  raises  at!  the  crops  com- 
mon to  this  locality  and  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  live  stock, 
in  which  he  is  al.so  very  successftil.  At  one  time  Mr.  (  aseljen  investigated 
Western  ctnmtry  and  with  his  wife  nxtved  to  the  northern  part  of  .South  Da- 
kota, where  they  rcmaine<l  ahout  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  period  relum- 
ing to  their  old  home  in  DeKalb  cmmty. 

On  jamiary  _'S.  fSX^  .Mr.  ("asebere  was  married  to  Flora  Dunkle.  tlie 
daughter  <>i  John  and  Klizalietb  (  Lobschear )  Dunkle.  the  fori-oer  a  native  of 
("lermany  and  the  tatter  Ohio.  T<i  tbi-  union  were  born  three  children: 
Lester,  who  is  a  farmer  m  Stafford  township,  is  the  father  of  three  children. 
Dimald.  Kaynhmd  and  Hellen;  .Mis.  Malxl  Lyon,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in 
Wtlmington  township,  is  the  mother  of  a  s<in.  Rnssell:  H<HTier  H..  a  farmer 
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in  Stafford  n»un.sliii).  married  Princess  Thomas,  the  daughter  of  Fred  A. 
and  Blanche  Thomas,  and  they  have  one  dat^hter,  Mabel. 

Politically,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  allied  with  the  Republican  party, 
while  his  religious  relations  are  with  the  Christian  chnn  li.  to  which  his  chil- 
dren also  belong.  He  ha^  served  as  trustee  of  Stafford  township  for  f»nir 
vears  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his  record  through- 
out his  life's  history  has  iieen  one  01  which  lie  has  just  reason  to  be  proud. 
Successful  in  his  own  affairs,  he  has  also  taken  an  intelligent  and  commend- 
able interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  community,  supporting  all  movements  for 
the  public  welfare  and  standing  always  for  that  which  he  believes  to  be  right. 
He  and  his  wife  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  are 
popular  among  their  acquaintances. 


WILLIAM  C.  MILLER. 

In  the  course  of  an  lioiKirahlr  i  :irrer.  that  has  Ih  lii  aUcndeti  iiy  al.und- 
ant  success,  the  gcntlemati  whose  natne  heads  this  j)aragrai)h.  one  of  the  best 
known  and  representative'  citizens  of  DeKalb  coimty.  has  shovni  wlmt  an 
earnestness  of  purpose  and  right  principles  pro|)erly  appli«<l  can  accomplish. 
Realizing  early  in  life  that  the  idler  and  dreamer  never  attain  the  goal  sought, 
he  went  to'  work  with  a  will  and  by  persistent  efforts  rose  gradtiaUy  to  an 
honoralile  place  in  tb*'  cimnnunity,  having  gained  a  spk'ndid  reputation  as  an 
eili'cator  nnd  later  making  an  admiral  le  record      an  agi  icn'tm  i-t 

\\  illiam  t.  Miller  was  horn  .April  jt>.  18K2.  in  Stallord  lownshii).  De- 
Kalb  county,  Indiana,  the  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Ida  (Wvckoff)  Miller. 
Joseph  Miller  was  born  In  the  Key>tcmv  state  on  March  i.  [850,  and  aime 
to  Indiana  in  1875,  kicattng  on  a  farm  in  OeKalb  county.  He  marrie<l  Ida 
VVyckoff  in  1881,  ^he  having  been  Ijorn  May  i.  i.^;>.  in  DeKalb  county. 
They  are  at  present  living  on  the  tdd  farm.  To  them  have  been  lit>rn  three 
children,  the  subject,  and  (lien  and  K':l^ .  whr,  arc  living,'  at  hfniie 

^  I  )c(  rnilifr  jt).  ifK>5,  William  ( '.  Miilcr  \\  a<  iiniit.tl  in  tlic  ImmhIs  of 
matrimony  to  Ida  L.  Kramer,  daughter  »>i  Michael  and  Kathrene  1.  Christoffel ) 
Kramer.  The  father  of  the  subject's  wife  was  bom  in  (tennany  and  her 
mother  was  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  state.  To  the  subject  and  wife  has 
lieen  born  one  child.  Cliarles  Russell,  whose  birth  occurretl  <m  Scptemljcr  8. 

J9f)r>. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 
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schools  of  DeKalb  county,  this  being  supplemented  hy  a  course  in  the  Butler 
high  school    IXiring  the  ten  years  from  1900  to  iqio  Mr.  Nfiller  taught  in 

ihi-  |ni])lic  schools  of  Stafford  township  and  one  year  in  the  Butler  schfiols. 

Ht  pnrcliast'd  his  farm  of  Sfvcnty-scven  acres  in  I'^os,  and  is  now  very  suc- 
cessfully c-iit:rit,H'<l  'n  trenrral  famiinjj.  He  has  a  tiici'  h<^nic  nnd  has  erected 
suhstawlial  outlmii(hntis.  makni;,'  hi>  place  one  oi  the  very  best  in  the  i-»>unty. 

The  Democratic  parly  has  heeii  the  recipient  of  Mr.  Miller's  support 
and  franchise,  white,  fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  T^xlge  No.  282.  of  Butler,  and  Fncampment  No.  160,  also 
of  Butler. 


WILLIAM  P.  EXDICOTT. 

The  career  of  William  P.  Kndieott  happily  illustrates  the  fact  that  if  a 
youn^  nian  possesses  the  proper  attributes  of  mind  and  heart,  with  the  ability 
to  direct  the  same  in  proper  channels,  he  can  attain  tor  himself  not  only 
material  success  but  j^^ain  an  Inmored  p!are  nmf>nt^  the  fncti  r<;  that  shape  the 
destinies  of  communities.  His  life  proves  th;it  true  ."<utc\ss  in  this  world 
depend.s  upon  pers<.>nal  efforts  and  consecutive  indu.siry  in  the  i)ursuil  of 
some  specific  and  honorable  purpose;  it  also  demonsstrates  tliat  the  road  to 
positions  of  affluence  among  men,  whatever  the  relation  of  life  may  he,  is 
open  to  all  who  may  possess  the  courage  to  tread  its  pathway,  be»des  serving 
as  an  incentive  to  the  yoimg  of  the  present  generation,  teaching  by  incon- 
troverti1>lc  facts  that  true  excellence  in  any  worthy  tmdertaking  is  ambition's 
legitimate  answer. 

William  F*.  F.n<licoti.  a  sutce»fn1  lawyer  at  liutler,  lti(Hiuia,  was  born 
on  March  28,  1881.  near  (iaivesion,  Cass  county.  Indiana,  and  is  a  "ion  of 
Abner  M.  and  Orlic  A.  ( Oclell)  Rndicntt,  both  of  wliom  are  natives  of  In- 
diana, and  who  are  respected  farming  people  in  the  community  where  they 
live.  The  subject  on  tin-  paternal  side  is  descended  from  sterlinj;  old  Eng- 
lish ancestry  and  in  him  are  exhibited  the  characteristics  which  have  made 
hi-^  progenitors  resiKCled  :Hid  '  -teemed  in  their  rrsiHrtive  conumiTiitifs  To 
tlie  siihjeAi  s  t>arcnts  were  born  the  folknving  children:  Mrs.  Nellie  McLool, 
.Mrs.  Lula  Hyatt,  Mrs.  (irace  Kepner.  l-.rnest.  W  illiam  I',  aiu!  Thomas  11. 

William  P.  Endicott  secured  his  education  in  the  public  sclvx>ls.  being  a 
graduate  of  the  Galveston  h«gh  school,  and  he  then  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  Indiana  State  University  at  Bioomington,  where  he  took  the 
full  legal  course.    In  January.  1910.  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Cass 
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county,  and  in  the  foUuwiog  April  was  admitted  lo  ihc  DeKalb  county  bar 
and  at  once  located  at  Butler,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Endicott  has  evinced  a  familiarity  with  legal  principles  and 
a  ready  perception  of  facts,  together  with  ttw  ability  to  apply  one  to  the 
other  which  has  won  him  the  reputation  of  a  S0iuid»  safe  practitioner.  His 
7.eal  for  ri  client  lias  never  led  hitn  to  ur<,'c  tirjniment  not  in  harmony  with  the 
law,  and  in  all  the  ini|K»rlanl  Iiti|efation  with  which  he  has  been  connected, 
no  one  has  ever  charged  him  with  anything  that  would  bring  discredit 
upon  himself  or  cast  a  reflection  ujKjn  his  profession,  and  today  he  is  an  able 
represef^tive  of  the  t^;al  fraternity  in  his  county. 

Politically,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  gives  his  support  to  the  Progressive 
party,  wUle  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in 
which  he  has  attained  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  to  Lodge  No.  158, 
Knights  of  I'ythias,  of  T'.ntlci .  of  whicn  he  i.s  vice-chancellor.  He  is  also 
fir";t  vice-president  of  the  CoMimercia!  Club  of  Butler  and  has  been  a  potent 
factt)r  in  advancing  the  material  and  civic  interests  of  this  enterprising  com- 
munity. 

On  AqgMSt  2,  1909,  Mr.  Endicott  married  Nellie  Davisson,  of  Miami 
county,  Indiana,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  Anna  May.  K^r.  Endicott  is  a 

most  genial  and  companionable  gentleman  and  has  a  host  of  warm  and 
admiring  friends  among  the  ref^idents  of  his  adopted  city-  AH  who  come 
within  the  range  of  his  influence  are  jiroiuse  in  tlieir  |)raisf  of  his  achnirable 
(|ualities.  and  the  high  regard  in  winch  he  is  held,  not  only  proicssionally  but 
socially,  indicates  the  pos.session  of  attributes  and  characteristics  that  fully 
entitle  him  to  the  respect  and  admi^tion  of  his  fellow  men. 


EDWARD  M.  BKU.VIBACK. 

Agriculture  has  been  ah  hononed  vocation  from  the  earliest  ages  and  as 
a  usual  thing  men  of  honoraUe  and  humane  impulses,  as  well  as  those  of 
ener^  and  thrift,  ha\e  been  patrons  of  husbandry.  The  free,  out-door  life 
of  the  farm  has  a  dec:  1  <1  unidency  to  fo.ster  and  develop  that  independence  of 
mind  and  self-reliance  winch  cl^a£l,eri/.e  true  inanbood.  and  no  truer  bless- 
ing can  befall  a  bcqr  than  to  be  reaped  io  doee  touch  with  natture  in  .the  bealtb- 
fid,  liferin^rinf  l^bpr  of  tlK  fiplds.  It  Jm  9Sm^  Im  Abe  f mStful  901!  fram 
tiAiiclilttve  spraqf  the  jnoijd  boat  Md  ilii»w  tlitxQaMtcy,  jwd^tlie  Joajod^ 
<43) 


* 

Digitized  by  Goo^^Ic 


674 


mKALB  COUNTY.  INMAKA. 


of  the  nation  s  great  warriors,  renowned  statesmen  and  distinguished  men  of 
letters  were  bom  on  the  fami  and  were  indebted  largely  to  its  early  inflnence 
for  the  distinction  which  they  have  attained. 

Edward  M.  Brumback  was  bom  on  April  5,  1853,  in  Fairfield  township. 

DeKall)  county.  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  M.  and  Jane  (Showers) 
Brumback.  Jesse  .M.  Brumback  was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  on  April 
2.  1H23.  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (  Culp)  Bruml)ack.  He  remained  with 
his  parents  until  his  majority,  when  he  engaged  in  fanning  in  his  native  coun- 
ty, wiiere  he  remained  until  October,  1846,  when  he  came  to  DeKalb  county, 
Indiana,  locating  in  Fairfield  township,  where  he  began  the  clearing  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land.  His  means  were  limited, 
hut  by  industry  and  g(X)d  management  he  was  successful  and  eventually  ac- 
quired the  ownership  of  over  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which 
he  gave  to  his  son.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Mr.  Brumback  was  niarried  on 
April  7,  1850,  to  Melissa  J.  Showers,  the  daughter  of  Solomon  Showers,  of 
Richland  township,  DeKalb  county,  though  she  was  bom  in  Michigan.  To 
them  were  bom  three  children,  namdy:  Celia  R.,  the  wife  of  John  K,  Wal- 
ters, of  Kendallville.  Indiana:  Edward  M.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Corneha  |..  v\h<i  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  on  March  y.  1855,  and  on  N'oveml)er  j.  185^).  .Mr.  f'.rumback  married 
Lucinda  Gloid,  a  native  of  Richland  county,  Ohio.  an<l  tlie  daughter  of  Sam- 
tiel  and  Rebecca  (Smith)  Gloid.  In  politics  Mr.  Brumbadc  was  a  Democrat 
and  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  public  capacity,  having  been  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a  short  time,  and  in  was  elected  county  derk.  in  which  position 
he  served  three  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  home 
vicinity  and  also  attemled  the  high  school  at  Auburn.  He  wa>  reared  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  a  vocation  to  which  he  has  devoted  himself  throughout  his 
active  life.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Richland  township,  on  which  he  resides  and  on  which  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  '^tock  raising,  and  he  also  has  an  interest  in  the  old 
home  pl^ce.  He  carries  on  a  jjeiicral  line  of  farming  and  Iii-.  hom«-  |)Iace  em- 
braces some  of  the  U-st  improvements  in  tlic  locality,  liis  building^s  of  all 
kinds  being  first  class  an<l  in  e.>fcellent  repair,  everything  about  the  premises 
indiditirig  the" dose  attention  afid  progri^ive' sjitrlt  m^ifested'by  tHc  pro-' 
pAkar  in'the  brosetutitoh  tif  Wis  labbrt.  '  Mr.'  BVwniBki/4  is  a  giiirf  Usihess 
mlift  atffl  iS-'  W^ll  read  aiidf  widely  informed.  tvVeping  ni' touch  with"fhe"/ead- 
int^desha/fe  dfthe  diy:tod*alii«jkt  6f      tftiii^'iWi  *k1l''nUrters  fn'w^^^ 
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public  IS  likely  to  be  interested.  IVrsonally,  he  is  held  in  liii,'h  esteem  by  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  his  character  and  integrity  having  ever  been 
above  criticism,  while  his  rdations  with  his  fellow  men  are  such  as  to  win  for 
him  the  friendship  of  all  who  know  him.  Politically,  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  party,  though  he  is  too  busy  a  man  to  aspire  to  puUic  oflke. 

On  Marcli  5.  r89i.  Mr.  l^runihack  was  miited  in  marriage  to  Lottie 
Smith,  a  lady  of  charniinf,'  iKTsonality,  who  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
all  who  know  her.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (  McLain)  Smith, 
he  a  native  of  Curoll  county,  Ohio,  and  she  from  Columbiana  cuuiuy,  ( )hi(v 
They  moved  from  eastern  Ohio  to  western  Ohio,  and  then,  in  1870,  came  to 
Sedan,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  Later  they  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  died. 


DANIEL  THOMAS. 

The  si>ecific  histt>ry  nf  the  s^reat  .Mitldlc  West  was  made  by  the  pioneers; 
it  was  emblazoned  on  tlie  ff>r<.st  trc-is  i)v  tlu-  stren)j;th  of  •sturdy  arms  and  a 
gleaming  ax,  and  written  on  the  snrfacc  uf  the  earth  by  the  track  of  the 
primitive  plow.  There  .were  strong  men  anti  true  who  came  to  found  the 
empire  of  the  West — ^thbse  hardy  settlers  who  huilded  their  rude  domiciles, 
grappled  with  the  giants  of  the  forest,  and  from  the  sylvan  wilds  evcdved  the 
fertile  and  productive  fields  which  have  these  many  years  been  furrowed  and 
refurrowed  by  tlie  jdowshare.  The  trackless  prairie  was  made  to  yield  its 
tribute  under  the  cfTcctivc  (.-ndeavors  of  the  pioneer,  and  slowly  but  surely 
were  laid  the  steadta>t  foundations  u\nm  vhieli  has  been  iniildcd  tlie  mag- 
nificent supersiruclure  of  an  opulent  untl  enlightened  commonwealth.  To 
establish  a  home  amid  such  stuYoimdings,  and  to  cope  with  ,the  numy  priva- 
tions and  hardships  which  were  the  inevitable  concomitants,  demanded' an  in- 
vincible courage  and  fortitude,  strong  hearts  and  wi^Hng  hands.  All  those' 
weioe  characteristic^  of  the  pioneers,  whose  names  and  deeds  should' be, hidd 
in  perpettia!  reverena-  by  thosi'  ulio  i-njoy  the  fruits  of  tlu-ir  toil,  and  .imong 
that  lunnber  is  ihv  ucnilrman  wliose  name  appears  .at  tlic  head  of  tin's  sketch' 
and  vvbo  for  manv  vears  h;u<  been  numl>ered  among  the  most  urominent 
citizens  Af.  DeKalb,  county.       ,  .  .  ; 

s  .'I'l-P^R***-  Thquia?  wasjjprn  in  Stark. jcounty.  Ohio,  j^.  jDctober^ 
the-.son  o/JHvid  and  Annn  (Bachayy  Thomasi    The  father  was  a  native  of  ' 
PwinMylvanta^  while  his  mother  was  horn  jfl. the  little  rei)uT)lic  of  Swit/.criancL^ 
from  whence  she  came  to  this  cotbitry  wiUi  her  parents  at  the  age  of  Twenty- 


i_-iyu,^uu  Ly  Google 


676.  ■     DEKALB  COUNTY,  IMDIANA. 

one  years.  They  settled  first  in  Stark  county,  Oliiu,  where  they  remained 
until  1849,  when  they  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  they  followed 
fanning.  .David  Thomas,  who  was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  came  to  Stark. 

county  in  young  manhood,  was  there  married  and  then  came  widi  his  fuTtiily 
to  DcKalb  county,  scttlinj?  in  Richland  township,  where  he  remained  until  hifr 
death,  after  which  his  widow  moved  to  Auburn,  where  she  died.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  lulluuing  children:  John,  Sarah,  l^aniel,  Levi.  Susan. 
Anna,  David  and  Solomon,  of  whom  the  only  survivors  are  Daniel  and 
Solotnon. 

Daniel  Thonia»-i%cd.ved  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  DeKalb 

county,  and  was  reared  to  (he  life  of  a  farmer,  which  vocation  he  never  for- 
sook, following  it  with  great  energy  and  considerable  success  up  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement  from  active  pursuits  in  189a,  when  he  moved  to  the  town 
of  Coruniia,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  thrice  married,  first  on  OctolK  i  14.  1858,  to  Elizabeth 
Rectenwalt.  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Koontz)  Rcctenwalt,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Germany,  but  who  on  their  emigration  to  America 
located  first  in  Ohio,  and  later  came  to  DcKalb  count) ,  of  which  they  were 
early  and  pronn'nent  .settlers.  To  this  first  union  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  born  two  children:  Almira.  deceased,  and  Milo  ]..  who  i*;  represented 
elsevvJiere  in  this  work.  Mr.  Tliomn-^'  fir-i  uit'r  die<l  in  i')<)i.  at  the  aj^c  of 
sixty-two  years,  aiul  in  J 902  he  married  Knunehne  King,  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Katherine  (Rebber)  King.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Mary> 
land,  but  became  early  settlers  of  DeKalb  coimty,  settling  in  Vernon  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Emmeltne  Thomas  died  in  1905,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years, 
and  subseciucntly  Mr.  Thomas  married  Sar.di  R' xlenbaugh,  the  daughter  of 
.'\dam  Rfnienbaugh,  who  wns  a  native  of  i\-nnsylvania,  whence  he  moved 
to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  then  t<»  h'ort  Wayne.  Indiana,  where  his  daughter. 
Mrs.  Thonta:*,  was  a  successful  nurse  for  eighteen  years.  Her  death  oc- 
curred on  June  30.  1913.  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

Politically,  Danid  Thomas  has  been  a  life-long  supporter  of  the  Demo- 
ccatic  party,  hut  has  not  been  a  seeker  after  public  office,  his  only  official 
service  being  as  su|x>rvi^or  of  his  toimship,  in  which  he  rendered  efficient 
service.  Religiously,  Ik  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutbornn  church, 
to  the  support  of  which  he  contrilHUes  liberally  Dirring  tlie  b  iit^  lu  riod  of 
his  residence  in  DeKalb  comity,  Mr.  Tijomas  has  Ixt* n  an  eye  witness  of  and  a 
participant  in  the  wonderful  devdopment  which  has  characterized  ttui  section 
of  die  «t«le,  and  in  everything  affecting  the  gaieral  wdf»re  of  the  pdople  he 
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has  been  deeply  interested,  giving  his  support  to  those  movements  whkh  have 
promised  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  fellow  men  educationally,  morally, 
socially  or  materially.  His  life  has  cvt-r  liti-ii  characterized  by  the  strictest 
integrity  of  word  and  action  and  among  tliose  who  liave  known  him  long 
and  inlinialely  ht  is  held  in  Ihe  most  alFecticMiate  regard,  bccatu*  ot  hw  hi|^ 
perMoal  clianM!t«r  and  hisieeiiial  <|iialities. 


THOMAS  C  STAFFORD. 

Success  is  only  achieved  by  the  exercise  of  certain  distinguishing  qualities 
and  it  cannot  be  retained  without  effort,  Tliose  l)v  whom  great  epoch  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  political  and  industrial  worUl  be;;an  early  in  life  to  pre- 
pare themselves  lor  their  peculiar  duties  antl  rcsj>onsihilities  and  it  was  only 
by  the  most  persevering  and  continuous  endeavtjr  that  they  succeeded  in  rising 
superior  to  the  obstacles  in  their  way  and  reaching  the  goal  of  their  amtntion. 
Soch  lives  are  an  inspiration  to  others  who  are  less  courageous  and  more 
prone  to  give  up  the  fight  Iwfore  their  ideal  is  reaches!  or  definite  success  in 
any  chosen  field  has  be^'n  attained.  In  the  life  history  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman whose  name  forms  the  ca|»tion  of  tliis  article  we  find  evidence  of  a 
peculiar  characteristic  tiiat  always  makes  for  achievement — |>ersistency, 
coupled  with  fortitude  and  U)fty  traits,  and  as  a  result  of  such  a  life  is  one 
of  the  best  Icnown  and  most  highly  respected  men. 

The  subject  was  horn  in  DeKalb  county  on  June  8.  1854.  his  parents 
being  James  and  Anna  (McQurc)  Staffonl,  natives  '>f  Ashl.nnd  county.  Ohio, 
who  came  to  DeKalb  county  ten  years  before  the  std)ject*s  birth,  in  1844,  and 
settled  in  Jarks^»n  township,  enterintr  land  from  the  fjovemment.  The  sub- 
ject still  lias  the  original  deed  to  this  land.  '-ij,nuHl  by  Presitlent  John  Tvler. 
Nine  thililren  were  lx>m  U>  James  and  Anna  Stafford,  as  follows:  Samuel, 
deceased ;  John,  deceased ;  J.  K.,  Emanuel,  Jane,  Rebecca,  Thomas  C.  lEUa, 
deceased,  and  Melinda.   Both  parents  have  long  since  passed  to  their  reward. 

Thomas  C.  Stafford,  after  receiving  a  gooil  common  school  education 
in  the  DeKalb  county  schools.  to')k  up  the  vocation  of  tilling  the  soil,  which 
he  has  followed  all  his  life.  He  now  owns  flic  old  h(>me  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  On  June  15.  1872.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Celia  Miller,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (McCrory)  Miller.  This  marriage  was  blessed  by  no 
children  and  the  wife  died  on  June  15.  1S74.  Subsequently,  on  March  6. 
187&  the  mbjMt  was  again  married  to  Ida  A.  Moore,  daughter  of  John  P. 
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and  R.'ichcl  (IJkcn>l  .Nfodiw  v.Iki  were  native'^  of  the  Bnekeye  state,  he  of 
A!^liiaiul  c<ium\  ami  she  ol  Stiuoa  county.  The^'  canu'  with  their  parents 
Ui  DeKalb  C(»unly  ami  settleci  in  Jackson  townshij)  in  1842.  I  he  suhject's 
second  wife  was  horn  an  November  tl,-  iSftt*  she  being  one  of  three  children, 
the  others  being  Sarah,  who- married  Lucien  Provtnes.  and  BIta  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  K  Kester.  Her  parents  Atk  bioth:d^ascd;  To  the  subject  wd 
wife  have  l)cen  horn  three  children:  James  E.,  decdsed  in  infancy.  antT 
John  ?.  and  Xcllif  who  are  fitill  nmler  the  ^Kirental  r«M»f  tree,  Ixitli  cdu- 
cattd  in  liunie  scl)in>l<  Mr,  Slnffnrd  ha<  served  verv  acce|>tablv  a*^  a  m<.nil)«-i 
of  the  a<lvisory  Ixtard  tour  years  and  as  supervisor  of  Jackson  township  for 
MX  years.  Politically,  he  is  allied  with  the  Democratir  party,  and  religiously. 
'M'rs.  Stai¥<»fd  Is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church.  Mrs.  Stafford 
tangbt  iH:lio6t  live 'years  in  Jackson  townaiip. 


•    fSAA€  MILLER  JACK  M.AN. 

A  review  of  the  life  c.f  the  hininrcd  Mihjcrt  of  tliis  -ketch  must  of  neces- 
*it\'  lie  brief  and  {^etK-ral  in  it-  iliaracter.  I'm  enter  fnlh  into  tiie  interesting 
details  of  his  career  tuucliing  the  struggles  ot  liis  early  manhood  and  suc- 
cesses.of  later  days  wrndd  far  transcend  the  limits  of  this  artide.  He  filled 
a  large  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  enterprising  and  pnhlicspiritcd  men  of  hi^ 
day  and  generation  and  the  memories  which  attach  to  his  naiuc  and  character 
form  no  inconsiderahle  chapter  in  tlie  history  of  the  couitnnnity  where  he  did 
his  work  and  achiex  ed  Ins  success.  Sufficient  is  snbmitted,  however,  to  prove 
him  entitled  to  the  iionorahic  jHisition  he  long  mcupied  among  the  brave  and 
energetic  self-made  men  of  Indiana,  who  by  enterprise  and  unswerving  in- 
tegrity forged  to  the  front  despite  all  obstacles  and  helped  win  for  the  grand 
old  Hoosier  commonwealth  a  |)lace  second  to  none  other  in  the  bright  con- 
stellation of  American  states,. 

Isaac  Miller  Jackman  was  born  in  Carroll  connry,  Ohio,  on  June  »i. 
1821.  and  was  a  son  of  Adam  and  Mary  (  Miller  1  jaLkinan.  Adam  Jackman 
was  born  in  what  is  now  West  \'irginia  (luring  tlie  latter  pari  of  the  eighteenth 
century.and  when  about  fourteen  years  of  age  ran  away  front  horae,  coming 
to  Carroll  county.  Ohio,  about  the  lieginnit^  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He 
lived  al)()nt  scNcn  years  with  the  Indians,  bunting  and  trafiping,  and  when  he- 
attaitied  his  tmjority  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Car- 
roll county.  When  alxnu  t\vei)tv-two  vear.s  old  he  returned  to. his  boyhood 
i         '.  ■    .       •     ■  '         'I        If*  • '.  '  \*" 
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home  and  there  pjave  a  good  account  ol  the  new  country  in  which  Ik-  liad  set- 
tled. The  resuh  was  that  a  nnniljer  of  his  olti  neighhors  moved  to  Carroll 
county,  among  whom  was  the.  Miller  family,  a  member  of  whieh.  Mary,  .aft- 
erwards; became  his  wife.  ,  He  was  a  typical  frontiersman^  inore.ot  a.  hunter 
fisherman  than  farmer.  . 

^saa^.M^llci*  Jacknian  was  rearetl  on  llu-  C  arroU  count)-  honicstead  and 
secured  his  education  in  iht: district  schools  ni  thai  locality.  In  ii<47 
walked  all  the  way.to  .DeKalli  county,  Indiana,  ^iiid  hous^ht  a  trat;t  of  Ja^d.in 
the  nortlnvest  corner  of  W'llniuijjion  township.  Later  he  returned  to  Ohio 
and  married  Jane  Whitla.  who  also  was  a  native  of  Carroll  county,  and  they 
returned  to  DeKalb  county,  arriving  at  their  new  home  on  May  10,  1850. 
The  trip  was  a  long  and  tiresome  one,  lrtef¥4i^ing  practically  no  roads  or 
bridges.  Mr,  Jacknian  had.  durlntj  lii-  fr)rnier  vi.sits  here,  cleared  a  sTiiall 
portion  of  his  land.  f)nt  he  later  rtlovcd  to  what*  t-;  ii<iw  the  eastern  cds^c  of 
(Irani  township,  where  lie  ixiught  a  good  farm  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  February  9,  1899.    • "        '  *" 

-  Janfe  Whitla  Jackmaivwas  b(irfr'iti''Ckrr6ll''^it;y,  Ohio,  on  February 
23t  1850,  the  daughter 'of  Willmnr'and  'lilargai^et  (Steele)  Whida.  and  her 
death  occurred  near  Waterloo,  Indiana,  <m  july  '24,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-three years.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Jacknian  occurre<l  on  Januarv  29. 
1850.  She  pos.se.s^^ed  to  n  remarkahlc  <k\i;rec  tho'-c  iiualitics  winch  character- 
ized the  pioneers  ot  ihis  ItK-ality,  and  slit*  was  to  Iter  iiusliand  a  helpmate  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  Their  early  experiences  here  were  fraught  with 
many  incidents  which  seem  strangely  primitive  to  the  present  generation. 
Their  first  cabin  home  liad  no  floor  and  durinii  the  first  snnmu  r  Mrs.  Jack- 
man  cooked  their  meals  over  a  stiimpside  tire.  Howcxer,  they  enjoyed  their 
life,  being  filled  with  enerj^y.  ambition  and  hoiH*  She  was  a  faithful  wife,  a 
devoted  mother  and  a  kind  and  genertjus  neighlior.  and  her  children  scarcely 
remember  a  time  when  their  huntc  was  not  a  refuge  for  iioine  homeless  one. 
She  was  always  called  on  in  sickness  and  death  by  her  neighhors.  sometimes 
walking  a  distance  of  five  miles  to  ]ierfomt  her  ministrations  of  love.  In 
early  hfe  she  joined  the  Pre.shyterian  church  and  was  ever  afterMrards  a 
faithful  and  earnest  memlxM  of  that  society. 

William  Whitla,  Mrs.  Jackman's  father,  was  horn  in  Oliio.  hul  his 
father,  William,  was  horn  near  Belfast.  Ireland.  The  family  name  was 
originally  Whitelaw,  later  abbreviated  to  VVfaida.  11ie  family  was  descended 
(torn  a  Scottish -ebief  .  named  William  the  White,  who  was  very  large  and  tall 
above  all  his  fellows.  His  law  was  so  jt»t  and  equitable  as  tu  he  called  White 
law,^  froin  which  term  the  fahiily  name  was  formed.    The  Whitlas  went 
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from  Scotland  to  Iri-lHiul.  and  eventuatl\  to  America.  Mar^arft  Steele  also 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  and  a  number 
of  Other  families,  including  thos«  of  WhHla  fnd  Snodgrass. 

To  Isaac  M.  and  Jane  Jadmmn  ivere  bom  the  following  dkildren:  Mrs. 
Mary  Kiplinger.  of  Smithfield  township,  this  county;  J.  W.,  of  Grant  town- 
ship: T,  M..  of  Wilminffton  township;  Amos,  of  Wiltninpftoti  tnwnship.  and 
John,  of  Grant  towTi!?hip,  all  nf  whnm  hit^T  in  tfrrir  own  lives  perpetuated  the 
sterlir^  qualities  whidi  characterized  therr  honored  parents. 


CLARENCE  BLAINE  HAMILTON. 

There  is  no  positive  rule  for  achieving  success,  and  yet  Hi  the  life  of  the 
successful  man  there  are  always  lessons  which  might  well  be  followed.  The 

man  w  hn  gains  prosperity  is  he  who  can  see  and  utilixe  the  opfpoctunitfes  that 
come  in  his  path.  The  essential  conditiDiis  of  human  life  arc  ever  thv  same, 
the  'iut Ti  nindinfjs  of  individuals  differing  hut  ^li^htly.  and  wlicn  oik-  man 
ims>c'.s  another  on  llie  iiighway  of  life  to  reacli  llic  goal  «>t  prosiwrity  l>clore 
others  who  perhaps  started  out  before  him,  it  is  liecau^  he  has  the  power 
to  use  advantages  which  probably  encompass  the  whole  human  race.  Today 
among  the  prominent  citizens  and  successful  business  men  of  Garrett  stands 
Garence  Blaine  Hamilton.  The  qualities  of  keen  discrimination,  sound 
jtidpmcnt  and  t-xeotitivc  ability  enter  \er\  largely  into  his  make-up  and  have 
been  ci mtriluuini,^  cU'iiuiU.s  to  the  material  success  which  hn<  come  to  him. 

Clarence  Blaine  Hamilton,  publisher  of  the  Garrett  \\  cckiy  Cli/>/>i'r.  and 
one  of  the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  this  community,  was  bom  in  Wood 
county.  Ohi«i.  <»n  February  7.  1887.  and  is  the  son  of  S.  E.  Hamilton. 
He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Fostorm.  Ohio,  in  1S99. 
and  there  secured  his  ethication  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  early  age  of 
sixteen  years  the  subject,  ambitious  t«)  make  a  'itart  in  life,  became  a 
reporti'i-  for  the  I'astnrifi  f^Oflv  Times,  iti  wliidi  lu-  made  i^nxul  to  ^wch  ;i 
degree  that  he  was  soon  given  the  title  of  city  editor  and  retained  the  jmsition 
five  years,  or  wMil  December  t6,  1907.  He  then  came  to  Garrett  and  entered 
the  emi^oy  of  the  late  Tracy  C.  Little,  publisher  of  the  Garrett  CHpper,  and 
on  June  i.  1908,  Mr.  Hamilton  became  editor  and  manager  of  this  paper, 
which  he  now  publishes  antl  whicli  has  now  become,  under  his  management 
ami  direction,  one  of  the  intliiential  atid  pro^ixTons  newspapers  of  Di  K  tll> 
county.    Mr.  Hanntton  is  a  graceful  and  forceful  writer,  having  the  gennnrc 
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/otinianstic  itntiiKt  for  news,  and  he  has  imde  his  paper  indispensaUe  in 
hurJtlteds  of  homes  in  his  loorfS^.   Thfcvult  the  otrftonds  of  fhe  Ctipptt 

earnest  support  is  giTen  to  every  worthy  movement  for  the  iipburlding  Of 
the  best  interest^  of  fhe  commtirrity.  and  Mr.  Hamilttjn's  [>ersc>nal  influence 
is  jfiven  to  the  highest  standard  r-f  livinfr.  so  that  he  has  earned  the  respect 
and  confidrncc  of  the  people  with  whom  he  mingles.  The  Clipper  office  is 
weil  equipped,  not  only  for  sticcessftrt  newspaper  printing,  but  afso  for  com- 
inercial  job  prinluig[,  in  wtrich  Mr.  HainiliOR  has  enjoj^ed  a  hu^ge  nod  profit- 
^le  patronage. 

Ob  December  25,  1910,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mar- 
garet May  Hatchet,  of  Fostoria,  and  to  them  have  been  bom  two  daughters, 
Thais  Hatchet  and  Gretchen. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Hamikon  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Tribe  of 
Bdi-Hur.  the  Knights  of  die  Maccabees  and  the  Greek-tetter  high  school 
fiaternity.  Phi  Ddta  Kappa.  He  enjoys  a  hurgft  acqwaintanoe,  among  whom 
are  many  warm  and  loyal  friends,  and  throughout  the  commtmity  with  which 
he  has  identified  himself  he  enjoys  that  standing^  which  can  be  gained  only  by 
those  who  possess  qualities  and  attributes  of  a  high  order. 


JACOB  N.  OLINGER. 

To  write  the  personal  record  of  men  who.  raised  themselves  from  hum- 
ble circumstances  to  a  position  of  responsibihty  and  trust  in  a  community  is 
no  ordinary  pleasure.  Self-made  men,  men  who  have  achieved  success  by 
reason  of  their  personal  qualities,  and  left  the  impress  of  their  individtiality 
upon  the  business  and  grow-th  of  their  place  of  residence,  and  afTect  for  good 
such  institutions  as  are  em))racc(l  in  the  sjyhere  of  their  usefulness,  unwittingly, 
perhaps,  built  moniunents  more  enduring  than  marl>le  obelisk  or  granite 
shaft.  Of  such  we  have  the  unquestkmabte  right  to  say  belonged  the  gentle- 
man whoae  name  appears  above. 

Jacob  N.  Oiinger,  who  during  hi.is  lifetime  was  one  of  the  respected  and 
influential  citizens  of  Keyser  township,  DeKalh  cro«nt\ .  Indiana,  was  bom  on 
November  if^.  i?^30.  rn  Stark  county,  Ohio,  the  son  of  John  and  .Annie  (Xico- 
liemus )  Oliuger.  the  father  a  natiTe  ot  C  hambersburg'.  Pennsylvania.  Jacob 
N.  Oiinger  was  reared  in  his  Ohio  borne,  securirqEr  his  education  in  its  public 
acftocds,  and  at  about  the  time  he  attahied  bis  anajority  in  tS6i,  he  catne  to 
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DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  he  obtained  employment  at  farm  work.  In 
iiS03  he  bc\£jan  fanning  opcratirms  for  himself  ahout  a  tiuU-  north  of  where 
thcAown  oi  liarrcit  is  now  located,  where  he  bought  twenty  acres,  the  ground 
XMi.  which  Garrett  now  6taudH  being  then  a  daisc  woodland.  When  this  now 
prosperous  town  was  A^irted  Mr.  Olinger  had  an  old  shanty  of  a  house  there^ 
in  .which  he  kept  boarders,  xraring  for  the  workmen  engaged  in  the  buOding 
of  the  yopng  town.  By  persistent  and  sturdy  industry  and  rigid  tfOpnomy 
Mr.  Olinger  was  enaltled  to  <^c{  a  -.tarl.  and.  thonijli  ititetit  >m  the  acquisition 
f»f  material  means  c;ii  his  own  account,  he  was  generous  m  hi>  assistaiu^i  to 
others,  equally  I iuuictl  ui  their  resources.  He  first  bought  twciuy  acres  of  land 
Qil,tiie  south  sifle,  of  the  road,,tht]s  making  forty  -acres  of  ^ood  lapd».j9iid 
eventually  he  bought  forty  acres  more  adjoining  ihe.  former  tract,,  thus  mak- 
fC^  si^ty  9C|Ces  at  the^cross  roads  where  tlic  Keyser  centralized  school  is  now 
located.  Here  lit  li\cd  during  the  remainder  of  bi>  life  and  hy  his  iptclli- 
gently  directed  eft orts  he  was  enal>led  to  live  comfortably  during,'  h\<  latter 
years.  He  was  ;i,  ni^au  of  stanch  integrity  of  character,  .whose  actipns,  were 
gpyen^t^d  by  ri^lu  motives  and  among  those  who  knew  him  best  he  was  held 
ifi  bigh  fegard  because  of  his  sterling  qualities  and  his  evident  desire  to  live 
right  among  his  feJlow  men. 

In  1863  Jacob  X.  Olinger  marrii-d  Lovina  Shull,  and  to  them  was  bom 
a  dau,i;hter.  .Xddic,  uho  became  the  wife  of  IVter  Kardlc.  and  they  now  live 
three  nnles  norlli  of  Butler.  Mr.".  l^»vina  Olin^icr  di^d  on  1  )ci.einl)cr  1SS4. 
and  on  August  31.  1886,  Air.  Olinger  married  Sarali  Deihl.  who  was  born  in 
Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  sister  of  John  Deihl,  who  is  repre- 
sented by  a  personal  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Olinger  was  reared 
in  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Indiana  on  a  visit  to  relatives,  with  whom  she 
s|>ent  two  years.  She  then  returne<l  to  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Olinger.  To  them  was  l)orn  one  sim.  Jay  .  who  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  on  January  22.  iSikj,  and  after  attending  the  common  ."Schools,  grad- 
uated from  the  Garrett  high  school  in  1908,  and  subsetjuently  attended  the 
Tn'-State  Normal  School  at  .Angola.  In  the  fall  of  1909  Mr.  Olinger  began 
teaching,  being  engaged  in  that  work  one  year  at  Dutchtown,  and  ever  since 
has  taught  in  the  schools  of  Keyser  township,  being  numbered  among  the  suc- 
cessful educators  of  his  cotintv.  He  is  still  making  Iiis  home  with  his  mother, 
for  whom  lie  l>ears  the  closest  affection  and  I'nr  whom  lie  is  carintj  w  ith  the 
utmost  solicitude.  Intelligent  and  well  educated.  Jay  K.  Olinger  has  an 
agreeable  and  companionable  nunncr  that  wins  for  htm  friends,  and  through- 
out the  community  where  he  is  known  he  is  Held  in  high  regard. 

'  Jacob  N.  OHnger  died  on  May  21,  1910,  in  the  seven^first  year  of  his 
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a^,  and  his  death  was  sidoerely  mourned  throughout  the  cammitiiity,  where 

his  loss  >va5  deeply  felt  He  was  a  faithful  and  earnest  memljer  of  the 
Methodist  Episcoi>al  church  at  (larrett,  tf>  the  support  of  whicli  he  contributed 
■freely  of  his  means.  Mrs.  Olint^cr  and  Iilt  s<in.  jay.  are  also  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  The  tamjly  have  for  many  years  liecn  numbered  among 
the  best  dtiwns;of  the  section  of 'the  county  Jn  which  they  tiye,  and  are  ht|^hly 
esteemed  because  of  their  hoiiorable  record  and  the  active  part  they -ha^-e  taken 
in  thettdvamqmjent  of  the  community  along  legitimate. lines. 

'       '  '  /     rjA$6NB,  CHlLQ5M:' 

Through  strug:g:les  to  triumph  seems  \o  he  the  maxim  which  holds  sway 
for  the  majority  of  our  citizens,  and  though  it  is  undcutalily  true  that  many 
a  one  falls  exhausted  in  the  conOict,  a  few,  liy  llieir  iuiiercnt  force  of  cliarac- 
ter  and  strong  inentality,  rise  above  their  environments  tmtil  they  mdi  the 
plane  of  prosperity.  Sudi  has  been  the  record  of  the  gentleman  whose  nanie 
appears  as  the  caption  of  this  sketch  and  who  is  today  numbered  among  the 
representative  citizens  of  Fairfield  township,  DeKalh  county,  Indiana. 

Jason  P..  Childs  was  horn  on  August  27,  1859,  I'airfield  township, 
DeKall)  county,  Indiana,  and  is  tite  son  of  VV illartl  and  Amanda  (Buchanan) 
Childs.  Willard  Childs,  who  was  born  near  .Utica.  New  ^'ork.  on  February 
15,  181 1,  was  the  son  of  Phineas  and  Theodosia  ( Phillips)  Childs,  the  foN 
mer  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  of  Cnglisli  descent,  and  the  lat- 
ter also  a  native  of  Conncctictit,  but  of  Welsh  descent.  In  1S13  these  parents 
moved  to  Jefferson  comity.  New  ^'ork.  and  in  1826  to  ()nondaq;a  county. 
When  he  was  fifteen  vcars  of  age  he  Ijctjan  to  work  li\  the  month  for  farm- 
ers. In  1H37  he  came  to  DeKalb  count),  Indiana,  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  after  paying  for  it  had  but  seventy-three  cents 
left.  He  theti  went  to  Fort  Wayne  and  there  earned  the  mon^  with  which 
to  return  to  New  York,  tn  1846  he  moved  his  family  to  DeKalb  coimty. 
lanfling  in  Fairfield  township  on  .\ugust  24th.  He  moved  into  a  log  cabin 
belonging  to  R.  H.  Chaffee,  and  a  short  tinit-  afterwards  hnti<3fht  the  land  on 
which  it  stood.  There  were  luit  fourteen  families  in  this  townsliip  wlien  he 
settled  there  and  the  ianil  was  mostly  heavily  timf)ered.  lie  a<Ule{l  to  iiis  first 
purchase  until  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of 
land  comprising  one  of  the  .best  farms  in  the  township.  Tn  his  native  statef  he 
married  Cornelia  Steves,  by  whom  were  bom  two  children,  Emma  and 
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Fliineas  G.  His  first  wife  died  in  i8s6»  jnst  after  be  had  coniptetcd  the  eicc- 

tUm  of  a  new  hotatf  and  he  afterwards  married  Amanda  Buchanan,  who  wa< 

born  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Buchanan.  She 
was  reared  in  her  native  state  and  became  ^  schml  teacher  and,  coming  to 
Dekalb  county,  made  her  home  with  relaln  cs  and  engaged  in  leaching  school 
until  she  married.  To  this  union  were  bom  two  children,  jason  B.,  the  im- 
niediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Mary  E.»  the  wife  of  Wilber  Halkr,  of 
Kend^ville,  this  state.  W9kutl  Otilds  died  in  1890^  at  whidi  time  he  was 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1892.    They  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Jason  B.  Childs  was  reared  on  thr  home  farm  and  after  completing  his 
common  school  studies  attended  the  high  school  at  Waterloo,  and  later  the 
Mediodist  College  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  He  then  resumed  agrictthttral 
operations  on  the  home  fann,  but  after  his  marriage  in  1S80  he  located  on  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  section  27,  Fairfield  town- 
ship, where  he  has  remained  continuously  since.  By  the  most  persistent  en- 
ergy and  wisely  directe<I  efforts  he  has  attained  an  eminent  success  in  this 
eflfort  and  is  numbered  among  the  successful  fanners  of  fliat  locality.  In  1883 
he  built  a  nice  residence,  and  a  splendid  barn  in  1908,  in  cunnectiun  with 
which  is  a  good  silo,  and  in  other  ways  he  has  show^n  a  disposition  to  keep  up 
with  the  times  in  every  department  of  his  farm  work.  He  raises  all  the  crops 
COmnum  to  this  locality  and  also  gives  a  proper  share  of  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  live  stock,  in  which  line  also  he  is  successful.  In  DecemlKrr.  1880. 
Mr,  Childs  ua-^  married  tt»  Anna  K.  Haller.  who  was  b<»rn  in  Xoble  county. 
Tiuliana.  ilic  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  ( Uoleubaugh  j  Mailer.  1"he 
laiicr,  who  was  l)orn  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Susan  (Bixler)  Bolenbaugh.  Daniel  Haller  was  a  native  of  Germany,  the 
son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Welter)  Halter,  and  came  to  America  when 
at)OUt  three  years  old  with  his  parents,  who  located  first  in  Petmsylvania. 
snbse(|uently  moving  to  Ohio  lie  care  to  Noble  county.  Indiana,  where  he 
made  his  ]>ernianent  home  and  here  married  Kli/abelh  Holenbaugh.  Jacob 
Haller  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  ot  XajKileon  Bonaparte  for  nine  years,  tak- 
ing part  in  the  historic  battles  of  Ansteriitx  and  Waterkm.  Rtimbeth  Rolen- 
baugh  came  to  Noble  county,  Indiana,  w^itb  her  parents  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  at  which  time  Kendallville  was  a  hamlet  of  but  two  houses.  Her  par- 
ents lived  in  that  locality  six  or  seven  years,  and  in  that  vicinity  imtil  ad- 
vanced age,  when  they  moved  to  \\'i<iCf>nstn.  where  their  deaths  occurre<l 
Elizabeth  Bolenliaugh  was  reared  and  married  in  Xohle  enmity,  and  wlieii  her 
daughter,  Anna,  was  three  or  four  years  old,  the  Haller  family  moved  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEKAI3  COUNTY,  INDIANA, 


6SS 


Fairfidd  townshq>  on  a  form  of  niqety-six  acres,  and  lived  there  th«  rest  of 
tfaeir  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1891  and  the  mother  on  June  20,  1907.  The 
father  was  a  cooper  by  trade  and  by  that  means  made  money  with  which  to 

buy  his  farm.  The  mother  was  first  a  Methodist  in  her  religions  views,  but 
later  joined  the  Evangelical  cimrch  To  ^Tr.  and  Mrs.  Cliilds  have  been  born 
tour  children;  Eflfie  became  the  wiie  of  U.  W.  Lower,  \yho  was  killed  in  a 
railroad  accident,  leaving  two  diildren,  Ethel  and  Elizabeth.  After  his  death 
she  became  the  wife  of  James  Vogtman,  of  Hudsoi|«  and  they  have  one  child, 
Anna;  Willard  married  Daisy  Walker,  the  daughter  of  Rli  Walker,  and. 
lives  in  Smithfield  township,  and  they  have  one  son.  Ralph :  Curtis  L.  is  un- 
married and  lives  in  Fort  Wayne,  and  Herbert,  who  is, twelve  years  of  age. 
remains  at  home. 

Fraternally,  jason  B.  Childs  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Corunna  lodge,  and  he  and  his 
wife  and  children,  Effie  and  Willard,  are  members  of  the  Pytiiian  Sisters. 
Mr.  Childs  is  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  progressive  ideas  and  is  nnmbered 
among  the  strong  and  influential  citizcTT;  uf  h\<  communitv,  and  as  such  is, 
eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  character. 


FRANK  W.  NIMMONS. 

The  record  of  the  subject  of  this  review  is  that  of  an  enterprising  gen- 
tleman who  worthily  upholds  an  honorable  family  name  and  whose  life  has 
been  very  kitimatdy  associated  with  the  material  prosperity  and  moral  ad- 
vancement of  Wilmington  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  during  the 

most  progressive  period  of  its  lii story,  and  he  has  always  been  fotind  on  the 
right  side  of  qtiestions  looking  to  the  dc\ clopnient  ot  his  community  in  any 
way,  and  while  he  has  been  prominent  in  the  agricultural  affairs  of  the  county, 
he  has  at  the  same  time  won  an  enviable  rqNitation  for  honesty  and  whole- 
some living. ' 

Frank  W.  Nimmons,  trustee  of  Wihnington  township  and  a  prominent 
and  successful  farmer,  is  a  native  of  DeKatb  coitnty,  Indiana,  bom  on  De 
cemher  17,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Mary  S.  fWcstfall)  Ninrnions. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Boone  county.  New  York,  and  his  mother  of, Rich- 
land county,  Ohio.  Philip  Nimmons,  who  was  a  farmer  during  all  his  active 
life,  left  his  native  state  and  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  and  tdb- 
sdpMKtlv  omt  io  Induma,  JaeaMng  in  1844  in  Wibninglon  towndup,  DrfCift 
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county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  not  only  actively 
and  successf tdly  engaged  in  farming,  but  was  also  suoeessfnl  in  gaining  and. 

retaining  the  resi)ect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  a  notable  degree. 
He  was  t\\  ice  married  and  to  the  first  union  were  born  five  children :  Emblem 
B..  Mary  F..,  Allie,  Katherinc  and  Laura,  while  to  his  second  union  was  horn 
one  child,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  subject's  mother  is  still  hving  and 
makes  her  home  in  Butler,  this  county. 

Frank  W.  Ninmions  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Wil- 
mington township  and  in  the  Butler  high  school,  after  which  he  took  up  tiie 
vocation  of  a  school  teacher,  which  he  followed  with  splendid  success  for  six 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  liiiu'  he  rctnmccl  to  the  ptir?5(iit  of  agricnlttire,  to 
which  vocation  he  had  been  reared  in  boyiiood,  and  he  has  shown  the  wisdom 
of  his  decision  through  the  splendid  success  which  has  attended  his  efforts. 
He  is  the  owner  of  one  hondred  and  ten  acres  of  fine  land  in  Wilmington 
township,  practically  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and  well  fenced,  while 
the  pleasant  and  attractive  residence,  the  commodious  and  well-arranged 
bams  and  the  up-to-date  farming  machinery  employed  testify  to  the  progres- 
sive spirit,  good  judgment  and  excellent  discrimination  of  the  owner.  Mr. 
NinmK)n.s  carries  on  a  diversified  system  of  farming,  rai.^inj^  all  tlic  crops 
common  to  tliis  locality  and  also  giving  some  attention  t()  the  raising  of  live 
stodc,  in  which  he  has  met  with  pronounced  success. 

Mr.  Nimmons  was  married  on  November  4.  1884,  to  EInora  Yarlott. 
the  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  ( Whitcomh)  Yarlott.  who  were  natives  of 
Defiance  county,  Ohio,  hut  who  early  became  liKated  in  Wilmington  tow  n- 
ship, this  cotinty.  where  the  father  became  a  successful  farmer.  To  Mr.  an»l 
Mrs.  Xnninuns  liave  Ik-cii  l>t>rn  three  children.  Carl  VV..  (ieurge  K.  and  Ethel. 

In  his  jwlitical  views  Mr.  Nimmons  has  always  l>een  in  thorough  har- 
mony with  the  i^Iatforms  of  the  Republican  imrty  and  has  contributed  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability  to  the  success  of  this  ticket.  He  is  at  present  serving  ef- 
ficiently and  satisfactorily  as  trustee  of  Wilmington  townshlii,  liaving  been 
elected  to  his  second  term  in  thi<  office,  aiul  licratise  of  his  abli-  adiiiiiii-Jiration 
of  the  afTairs  of  the  township  and  his  uiinulit  persona!  life  lie  commands  the 
ftiUest  nicuMire  of  public  confidence  and  e.^ieeni.    Keiigiously.  he  is  an  earnest 
and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  F.piscoi)al  chiirch,  in  the  activities  of 
whidt  ll?  isi  deeply  intetested.    Persona|)y.  Mr.  Nimmons  is  known  to  all  as^ 
an  honest,  upright,  industrious  man  aiid  is  a  highlv  respected  citizen  of  the, 
count v  where  ,hfe.>^s  always  resided  and  where  be  has  been  emmentiv  sucr. 
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N.  O.  GRIFFIN. 

It  is  the  prog^ressive,  wid<^wake  man  of  affairs  that  makes  the  real  his- 
tory of  a  community^  and  his  influence  as  a  potential  factor  in  the  body  politic 
is  difficult  to  estimate.   The  examples  of  such  men  strongly  illustrate  what 

is  in  the  power  of  each  to  accomplish,  and  there  is  always  a  full  measure  of 
satisfaction  in  advertinjj,  even  in  a  casual  way,  to  their  achievements  in  ad- 
vancing their  own  niteresis  and  those  of  their  fellow  men  and  giving  strength 
and  solidity  to  the  institutions  which  make  for  tlie  prosperity  of  the  com- 
munity. Slid)  a  man  is  N.  O.  Griflui,  the  subjea  of  this  brief  review,  and  it 
is  eminently  proper  that  a  ^etch  of  his  interestii^  career  be  accorded  a  place 
in  a  work  of  this  cliaracter. 

N.  O.  Griffin,  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  chiltlren.  was  bom  July 
25,  1856,  the  son  of  iCIi  B.  and  Eliza  (Himdy)  ftrif^ti.  Eli  B.  Ciriffin  was 
born  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  statr  of  New  \  ork  on  April  21.  1802, 
and  on  August  4,  i&2i.),  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  Bundy.  they  both 
being  of  pure  I-lnglish  stock.  The  wedding  took  place  in  Steuben  county. 
New  Yotk,  and  some  time  afterward  they  moved  to  Erie  onmty,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  after  living  in  the  Keystone  state  for  a  few  years  they  came  on 
farther  west,  this  time  locating  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  arriving  there  in  the 
year  1836.  Here  they  remained  for  twelve  ycrir'^.  and  in  1848  as^aiii  took  up 
their  journey  towanl  the  then  grejit  West,  .stopping  in  I>cKalb  county,  Indi- 
ana, settling  «»n  land  south  of  Auburn. 

To  Eli  and  Eliza  Griffin  were  bom  ten  children,  who  ^rew  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  namely:  Thomas,  bom  June  35,  1830,  died  February  33, 
1857:  Susan,  bom  September  15.  1831,  died  May  16.  1854:  Charles,  bom 
January.  13,  1834,  died  January  25,  1904;  (ieorge.  born  February  27.  183c). 
died  May  30,  r86o;  Polly,  born  Febmarv'  6.  1841,  died  \i)ril  «  1860;  Will- 
iam, bom  January  20,  1845,  died  November  2,  1871 :  Edward.  tM^rn  February 
16,  1847,  lives  in  Iowa  and  is  a  minister  of  the  gospel;  Mariah,  l)orn  Decem- 
ber .19.  1848.  died  April  6,  1874;  Nathaniel,  bom  July  15,  1852,  Jives  in 
Steubeni county,:  Indiana:  N.  Q.,  bom  July  .35.  1856.'  The  father  od  these 
chtldreii  diedion  August  34.  1899,  and  the  mother -has  .'Since.madc^  her.  hotfiB  - 
with  her  son.  the  subject  of  this  review.  f  1         ,   V  i. 

\'.  O.  Griffin  first  saw  the  Hi^'ht  of  day  on  the  old  home.«!tcad  ^oiith  of 
Axil^urw.  DeKalb  countA".  rind  moved  with  his  i>;irciits  to  VViliiriiiii^ton  in 
having  resid«d;M»  the  salVio  /arm  since 'then.    On-  May  iJ4,  i8<j'3siluf  was  nur-V- 
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Cluirk-;.  ().,  who  living  on  the  home  farm  with  hi<?  parents,  and  Zona  A., 
who,  with  her  husband,  lives  on  the  Mnith  farm  knmvn  as  tlic  Shilling  place. 

Highly  successful  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  N.  O.  Ciriffin  has  lound 
time  in  his  busy  life  to  take  an  active  and  earnest  part  in  the  community  and 
church  life  of  bis  county,  and  his  well-rounded  life  is  a  striking  example  of 
intelligently  applied  energy.  He  has  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs  to  his  father's  estate  and  has  added  more  land  to  it.  until  he  now 
p(.)ssesses  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  heing  cultivated  hy  strictly  UKxlern 
methods.  A  comfortahle  home  and  ^ntnl  farm  btiilthnq'';  embellish  his  hold- 
ings. A  unique  feature  of  Mr.  tirit^n's  lantl  is  that  it  lies  m  four  sections,  in 
a  square  body,  with  the  road  on  the  east  side. 


FRED  L.  FEICK. 

Indiana  has  been  especially  honored  in  the  character  and  career  of  her 
active  men  of  public  service  and  the  professions.  In  every  sci  tion  1ia\c 
found  men  boni  to  leadership  in  the  various  vocations,  men  who  have  domi- 
nate<l  becau.se  of  their  superior  intelligence,  natural  endowment  and  force  of 
character.  It  is  always  profitable  to  study  such  lives,  weigh  their  motives 
and  hold  up  their  achievements  as  incentives  to  greater  activity  and  higher 
excellence  on  the  part  of  others.  These  reflections  are  suggested  by  die 
career  of  one  who  has  foiled  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  and  who,  by  a 
^tnmg  inherent  force  and  superior  ability,  controlKd  by  intelligence  and 
judgment  of  a  high  nrdfr.  ^taiuls  todav  as  one  of  thi-  leadinp^  men  of  his 
state.  No  citizen  in  northern  Indiana  has  achieved  more  honorable  mention 
or  occupies  a  more  conspicuous  place  in  the  public  eye  than  Fred  L.  Feick, 
of  Garrett  who.  though  just  at  the  threshold  of  the  prime  of  life,  has  already 
an  enviable  fcpufcatien  as  a  lawyer  in  a  community  noted  for  tiie  hi|^  order 
of  its  l^ial  talent.  Success  is  methodica]  and  consecutive,  and  Mr.  Fleck's 
success  lias  been  attained  by  normal  metiiods  and  means — the  determined 
application  of  mental  and  jihysical  rfS'>nrrf<  alon^  a  rightly  defmed  line.  .\ 
self-made  man  m  the  truest  sense  of  the  term,  Mr.  heick  is  eminently  Reserv- 
ing of  representation  in  the  annals  of  DeKatfo  county. 

Fred  L.  Feack  was  bora  on  March  8,  187S,  at  Chicago  Jtmctkm,  Ohio, 
•ad  is  «  son  of  Jnoeb  waA  CalMne  <ZueleH)  Fckk.  natircs  Mapeetivelf  «f 
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contractor  and  builtler.  tHfCumin  j  r  prominent  in  his  profession.  He  and 
his  brothers  htiih  the  capitol  Imiltiing  at  Chcvctnu'.  Wyoniinj^.  ami  iiave 
erected  large  and  costly  structures  in  nl!  parts  ut  the  roiititry.  He  is  now- 
living  at  Crestline,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  his  wife  Ijeing  sixty- 
nine  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Feick,  who  was  well  educated,  and  who  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Germany  before  coming  to  this  country,  landed  here 
when  twenty-tliFee  years  of  age,  joining  rdatives  in  Sandttsl^,  Ohio,  where 
she  met  Mr.  Feidc,  Her  parents  were  I'Vedcrick  and  Christina  Zuelch.  To 
Jact»h  and  Catharine  Feick  were  born  eleven  ehildren,  namely:  ^^rs.  Libby 
F'erman,  deceased;  Katy,  deceased;  CallKriiie.  deceased;  Ge(trj(e,  who  was 
employed  as  trainman  on  the  Akron  division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  was  killed  in  191 1 :  John,  employed  as  trainman,  was  killed  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  at  De&moe.  Ohio,  in  1907;  Mrs.  John  Berk,  of 
Chicago  Juncticm,  Ohio :  Philip  is  a  professional  baseball  player  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Memphis  club  of  the  Southern  League;  Jacob,  of  Crestline.  Ohio; 
Frank,  of  Crestline,  ami  Anna  and  Tillie,  who  re<;ide  with  their  parents. 

Fred  L.  Feick  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  coninum  schools 
of  Chicago  Junction,  taught  by  Miss  Stella  Gregory.  He  left  school  at  the 
age  of  twdve  years  and  became  call  boy  for  the  Ealttmone  &  Ohio  raflroad 
in  tlie  transportation  department,  under  J.  P.  Fitzgerald,  brother  to  General 
Manager  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  later  president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Mine- 
teen  months  later  he  was  tran.sferred  to  the  machinery  department,  where 
he  learned  the  machinist's  trade  under  William  Taylor,  son-in-law  of  the 
sui)erintendent  of  motive  power  under  General  Harrison,  where  he  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  four  years.  In  September,  iHc/j.  he  came  to  Garrett, 
entered  the  service  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  as  a  brakeman,  and 
two  years  kiter  was  promoted  to  train  conductor,  being  at  that  time  the 
youngest  conductor  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  system.  In  June,  1901,  Mr. 
Feick  was  injured  in  a  collision  at  Gravelton.  Indiana,  where  several  persons 
were  killed,  his  \cg9.  beinp  broken  and  he  being  otherwi<;e  Itadh*  crippled.  The 
railroad  company  <ent  tiiin  to  various  hospitals  for  treatment,  and.  while 
trying  to  recttperaie.  and  at  tlmt  time  having  a  wife  and  family  to  support, 
he  reilized  that  he  had  to  turn  his  attention  to  anotlwr  method  of  gaining 
a  livelihood.  He  decided  to  study  law  and  economic  and  public  questions. 
In  September,  1905.  while  still  on  crutches,  he  was  elected  to  represent  the 
C.  N.  Bell  Lodge  of  Railroad  Trainmen  as  local  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
vention at  Indianapolis,  and  at  that  election  he  was  elected  vice-chairman  of 

(44) 


^  kjui^L^o  i.y  Google 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


the  state  association.  l>uring  1905  he  wrote  a  lx>t)k  entitled  "The  Life  of  a 
Railway  Trainman."  which  was  copyrighted,  and  many  thou.sands  were  sold  in 
America  and  F.uropf,  it  proving^  a  very  ix)pular  Ixxtk  and  givtng  him  a  sub- 
stantial start.  In  1907  Mr.  Feick  was  re-elected  as  a  delegate  and  was 
eventually  elected  |M«SMkiit  of  the  lUilnMd  Tntinuieii  at  ttie  state  conven- 
tion in  1907.  In  that  same  year  he  wrote  and  had  introduced  into  the  Leg- 
islature tiie  "full  freii^t  crew  ]aw*'  and  the  "fitll  passenger  crew  law,"  whidi 
bills  were  passed  by  that  Legislature,  and  whidi  were  the  first  laws  of  the 
kind  in  America.  He  also  sticceeded  in  having  passed  the  hil!s  entitled  "six- 
teen hours  <>t  service  law."  the  "trainmen's  caboose  law"  and  tlie  "medical 
case  law,"  the  latter  providing  for  the  carrying  of  medical  cases  on  pas- 
senger trains.  In  1908  Mr.  Peick  ^Krfee  at  the  Jefferscm  banquet  at  Lafayette, 
where  he  received  the  personal  compliments  of  William  Jennings  Bryan, 
and  was  asked  by  Mr.  Bryan  to  Stump  the  country  for  him  in  the  event  of 
his  nomination.  During  that  campaign  Mr.  Feick  made  three  hundred  and 
eighty-se\en  effective  s|>eeches.  traveling  with  fnhii  W.  Kern.  William  Jen- 
nings l^.ryaii  and  other  prominent  men,  and  also  made  a  i!iree-day  tour  with 
Sanniel  (ionipers  over  the  state  of  Indiana.  In  1907  Mr.  Feick  was  a 
Democratic  candidate  for  congressman  in  the  twelfth  district.  ■  In  iQot;  he 
was  re-elected  president  of  the  State  Association  of  Railroad  Trainmen,  and 
during  the  legislative  session  of  that  year  he  secured  the  |)assage  of  the 
"safety  appliance  law."  the  "full  switcl'.ing  crew  law  for  yards."  the  "anti- 
loan  shark  hill.  "  and  vari«»ns  other  measures  of  vital  interest  to  laboring  men. 
Mr,  I'Viok  had  no  personal  interest  in  advancing  these  laws  which  he  had 
inirothicetl.  hut  worked  for  them  solely  through  his  interest  in  humanity 
and  to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  laboring  men,  whose  dangers  and 
difficulties  he  fully  understood,  for  he  had  risen  through  the  ranks,  pass- 
ing through  e\tiy  gradation  of  lalK^r  from  boy  to  man.  and  was  thus 
able  to  speak  and  write  with  authority  on  those  subjects  which  he  discussed. 
In  1909  Mr.  Feick  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  in  the  circuit  court, 
and  two  years  later  was  admitted  to  the  supreme  court.  He  assisted  the 
attorneys  who  had  cliarge  of  all  the  railway  litigation  in  the  Indiana  courts 
and  the  United  States  supreme  court.  In  1911  Mr.  Feick  was  again  re- 
elected unanimously  as  president  of  the  State  Association  of  Railway  Train- 
men, and  (luring  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  that  year  had  several  other 
beneficent  labor  laws  enacted.  In  ^qv2  he  look  an  active  part  as  si)eaker  in 
the  campaign,  and  wa^  laur  iioiniiiated  for  joint  senator  from  HeKalb 
county,  which  nomination  he  declined  in  order  that  he  might  Serve  the 
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national  Democratic  committee  and  his  fellow  railway  men  to  the  best 

advantage.  Mr.  Feick  was  a  del^ate  to  the  national  Democratic  convention 
at  rSaltimore  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  insertion  of  the  labor  plank 
in  the  national  platfonii.  He  was  also  a  delej»ate  lo  the  Democratic  state 
convention,  where  he  had  a  plank  placed  in  the  platform  providinpf  for 
semi-monthly  pay-days.  During  tlic  last  national  campaign  lie  was  attached 
to  the  western  headquarters  of  the  Democratic  party  at  Chicago,  and  to  htm 
was  assigned  the  task  of  writing  the  railroad  campaign  literature^  giving 
the  records  of  Wilson  and  Marshall  in  relation  to  railroads  and  laboring  men. 
He  also  delivered  three  hundred  speeches.  During  that  .same  year  he  was 
prominently  mentioned  for  the  nomination  of  lieutenant-governor  of  Indiana, 
and  could  have  pruLably  secured  the  nomination  had  he  not  emphatically 
declined.  In  1913  Mr.  l  eick  was  again  elected  president  of  the  Railroad 
Tratnmen*s  Association  and  seaired  the  enactment  of  the  semi-monthly  pay- 
•day  bill  and  other  bills  of  a  like  nature.  He  has  been  frequently  called  into 
Consultation  with  national  leaders  at  Washington,  and  his  advice  sought  on 
Jabor  legislation  and  other  vital  questions  of  tiie  day  He  is  now  closely 
applying  himself  to  his  law  practice,  which  has  assumed  larjje  proportions, 
and  is  giving  his  attention  practically  entirely  to  per.sonal  injury  cases,  having 
taken  over  eighty  thousand  dollars*  worth  of  claims  during  the  past  two 
years.  Keenly  alive  to  the  great  issues  of  the  day,  and  especially  those  per- 
taining  to  capital  and  kibon  and  the  laws  of  the  country  and  state  relating 
to  the  protection  and  welfare  of  the  laboring  clas.ses.  Mr  I'eick  has  gained 
A  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  common  |)eople  which  could  not  have  Ijeen  attained 
had  he  not  iKK-ie^-ed  those  (jualitie**  which  merited  the  contidence  In^stowed 
in  hun.  Mr.  heick  is  a  well-read  man  on  general  subjects,  especially  those 
pertaining  to  national  questions  of  politics  atjd  ecopomics,  and  is  a  fluent 
and  forceful  speaker  at  alt  timeis. 

In  1899  Mr.  Feidc  was  married  to  'Lena  Stoner.  daughter*  of  George  F. 
and  Rosa  Stoner,  li  r  father  being  a  successful  druggist  at  Angola,  Indiana. 
They  have  a  son.  Dale  Frederick,  horn  on  April  22.  rooo. 

Politicallv,  Mr,  T'eick  is  an  ardent  •<iii)])orter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
of  which  his  father  and  grandfather  were  adherents,  while  on  the  maternal 
side  his  ancestors  were  all  Republicans.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are 
•earnest  and  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  diurch,  to  which 
he  gives  an  earnest  support.  Fraternally^  he  b  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Feltows,  the  Tribe  of  Beil-Hur  and  the  Brotherhood  of  RaiU 
way  Trainmen. 
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GEORGE  DEEMS. 

The  name  of  George  Deems  will  be  one  of  the  best  remembered  in  the 

history  of  DeKalb  county  of  the  present  generation,  for  it  was  long  very 
closely  associated  wtth  lier  agricultural  interests,  and  ahhon^h  he  h  today 
uuniljcred  among  the  sileiil  inhabitants  of  "God's  acre,"  the  good  he  did,  his 
many  little  acts  of  kindness  and  ihc  inlhiencc  of  liis  wholesome  life  still  live 
and  are  ix>tent  in  the  lives  of  many  who  were  associated  with  biro. 

George  Deems  was  bom  on  June  7,  1840,  in  DeKalb  county.  Intiiana, 
and  was  a  son  of  George  and  Hannah  (Dudgeon)  Deems,  both  of  whom 
were  natixes  of  Pennsylvania  and  descended  from  some  of  the  sturdy  stock 
of  that  old  commonwealth  They  were  thf  parents  of  five  children.  John, 
Eli,  Mrs.  Eliza  Kepler,  ihe  subject  of  this  >ketch,  all  oi  whom  are  deceased^ 
and  William,  who  nOw  lives  on  a  farm  in  DeKalb  county. 

George  Deems  received  his  education  in  the  common  schckds,  and  his 
early  life  was  devoted  to  assistii^  in  the  work  of  improving  and  cultivating 
their  pioneer  farm*  for  they  were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  this^ 
locality.  lie  crew  tn  stronj^  and  sturdy  manhood  and  heramc  one  nf  the 
suhstanttal  and  inthicntia!  citizens  ni  DeKalb  eotmtv.  eiijovins?  wide  ac- 
quaintance and  being  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  an 
eye^wifiwss  of  the  wonderfnl  transformation  which  took  placte  here  from  the 
days  when  the  land  was  largely  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  timber  and 
wild  animals  inf^ed  the  forests,  adding  anxiety  to  the  other  faardshiffr  of 
the  pioneers.  He  never  forsook  the  basic  art  of  Agrictilture.  to  which  he  waa 
reared  and  evontnally  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  ninety  acre?  in 
Franklin  township,  to  the  manatjement  of  which  he  devoted  liimselt  untif 
tlie  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  June  8,  1897.  Such  had  been  his^ 
life  in  the  comnumity  that  his  death  was  considered  a  distmct  loss  by  all  who 
knew  htm.  Although  his  life  was  a  busy  one.  his  everyday  affairs  making 
large  demands  upon  his  time,  he  never  shrank  from  his  duties  as  a  cittien 
and  his  obligations  to  his  church,  his  neighbors  and  his  friends.  He  was  re- 
membered as  a  man  of  prcaf  encrgfv  and  rare  judgment,  which  he  carried  into 
all  affairs  in  which  he  was  intertstcti.  He  was  indeed  a  manly  man  and  the 
honor  and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  who  came  into  contact  with 
him  waa  bat  a  just  tribute  to  his  worth. 

On  Afagust  5.  1866,  Mr.  Deems  was  united  in  marriage  to  Louisa  Rude, 
the  daughter  of  Ariel  and  Sophia  (Stoddard)  Rude,  the  father  a  na- 
Yive  of  Masiiachusetts  and  the  mother  of  New  York  state.    To  this  imioir 
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were  bora  eight  difldren,  namely:  Mrs.  Dora  Rtehsrd,  of  Butler,  tliii  oounty ; 
Ofaii*  wlio  lives  with  his  moHier ;  Mrs.  Minnie  T^mnas,  vdio  aiso  iiv«s  with 
her  mother:  Mrs.  Hannah  Hunting,  of  this  county;  Mrs.  Clara  All  wood,  of 
DeKalb  county:  ^Mrs.  Ida  Moughler,  also  of  this  county:  William  A.,  a 
fanner  in  DeKalb  county,  and  Emma,  who  diet!  at  the  age  of  seven  years 
The  nx)ther  of  these  children,  who  was  lx>rn  on  .April  11,  1847,  »s  stiU  rc- 
eidkig  OQ  tlie  old  home  farm  and  enjoys  tiie  cespect  and  esteam  of  all  who 
know  her.  George  Decnu  was  not  only  suocessM  hi  his  own  private  affair* 
and  a  good  RCtghbor  and  loyal  to  his  own  family,  but  in  the  time  of  hit  coun- 
try's distress  gave  practical  evidence  of  his  patriotism  by  enlistinj;;  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  H,  Eighty -eighth  Reginicnt  Indiana  Volunteer  infantry, 
with  which  he  valiantly  served  three  years,  giving  his  country  iaithful  and 
earnest  service  in  the  suppretflion  of  the  rcbelUoo. 


PHINEAS  p.  CHILDS. 

It  is  a  wdl  authenttcLtcd  fact  that  success  comes  as  the  result  0/  legiti- 
mate and  well  applied  e^jnrgy,  unflagging  determination  and  perseverance  in 

a  course  of  action  when  once  decided  up(*n.  She  is  never  known  to  smile 
upon  tlie  iiller  or  dreamer,  and  only  the  men  who  Iiave  diHgentl\'  '-f  tit;'! it  her 
favor  are  cruvvnetl  with  licr  blessings.  In  tracing  the  histt>ry  of  tlie  mtiuential 
farmer  and  representative  citizen  of  Fairtleld  township,  DeKalb  county* 
Indiana,  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  review,  it  is  plainly  seen  that 
the  prosperity  which  be  enjoys  has  been  won  by  commendable  qualities  and 
it  is  also  his  personal  worth  that  has  gained  for  htm  the  high  esteem  of  those 
who  know  him. 

Phin^eas  D.  Childs,  who  was  born  on  January  3.  1^40,  is  the  soji  of 
WilliarU  and  Cornelia  (Steves)  ChiUls.  V\  illiurd  Childs  was  born  near 
Utica,  New  York,  on  February  15,  i8u,  was  the  son  of  Phineas  and  Theo- 
doaia  (Phillips)  Qiilds,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and 
of  English  descent,  and  the  latter  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  but  of  Welsh 
descent.  In  1813  these  parents  moved  to  Jefferson  comity,  New  York,  and 
in  1826  to  Onondaga  county,  that  state.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age, 
Williard  Childs  began  to  nnrk  by  tin-  month  for  t.trniers  In  1837  he  came 
to  DeKalb  county,  ImUana.  and  Ixughl  one  huiulretl  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
and  after  paying  for  it  ha'l  but  seventy-three  cents  left.    He  theft  went  to 
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Fort  W'ay^c,  where  he  earned  niotn  y  with  which  to  return  to  New  Yoik. 
}n  1846  he  moved  his  family  to  DeKalh  coitntv,  landing  in  Fairfield  town- 
ship on  August  24lh,  mov  iny  uit<^  a  log  cabin  and  a  short  time  afterward 
bought  the  liyjd  on  which  u  stood.  Tiierc  were  but  fourteen  families  in  this 
towpslup  yvheti  he  settled  there,  tht  land  heing  heav  ily  covered  by  timber. 
Eventually  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-$ix  acres  of  land, 
CQmprising  one  ojf  the  best  farms  in  the.  township.  In  New  York,  state  he 
married  Cornelia  Steves,  by  whom  were  lM)rn  two.  children,  Emma  and 
Phineas  D.  Hi.s  first  wife  died  in  1856,  and  he  afterwards  married  Amanda 
Buchanan,  a  native  of  Holmes  county.  Ohio,  and  a  datit^hter  of  Alexander 
Buchanan.  She  was  a  school  teacher  and  alter  coming  to  DeKalh  county 
inade  her  home  with  relatives  and  engaged  in  leaciiing  school  here  until  her 
marriage.  To  this  union  were  bom  twp  children,  Ja^om  B..atid.Maiy  the 
latter  being  the  wife  of  Wilbur  Haller,  of  Kendallville.  .Indiana.  WlUiard 
Childs  died  in  1890  and  his  wife  in  1892.  Thar  were  both  menAiers  of  the 
Methodist  E|)iscopal  church. 

Phineas  D.  Childs  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  DeKalh 
county  and  in  the  W\^h  schools  at  Auburn  and  VV'aterloo  After  completing 
his  public  school  educaliuu  he  took  up  the  vocation  of  leaching  m  Ray  couiUy, 
Missouri,  where  he  was  engaged  for  one  and  one-half  years,  then  returned  to 
DeKalb  county  and  engaged  in  farmings  on  the  old  home  place,'  where  he  now 
resideis,  he  now  owning  the  land  which  his  father  originally  entered  here. 
Up-to-date  in  his  methcKls  ami  persevering  in  his  industry,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  reap  gratifvinj,'  returns  as  reward  for  his  labor  and  is  regarded  as  among 
the  represcnl:iti\  c  farmers  in  his  locality. 

In  1873  Mr.  ChiUls  married  Rosa  G.  Bowmim.  the  daughter  of  Cyrus 
and  Rachel  (Waterman)  Bowman,  and  to  this  Union  have  been  bom  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Reuben  C.  Frank  K.,  Emma  R..  Theron  A.  and  Edward  L. 
Politically,  Mr.  Childs  has  given  his  earnest  sup|x>rt  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  affairs,  being  the  present  supervisor. 
He  is  a  ni;iti  i»f  sodnd  judgment  and  ijood  business  ability  and  is  performing 
his  official  <Iuiic.s  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  lii-^  fellow  citizens.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  subortimaie  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Corunna. 
Mr.  Childs  and  his  family  stand  high  in  the  social  drdes  of  the  community, 
being  rea^  at  alt  times  to  countenance  and  encourage  «very  enterprise  for 
the  advancement  of  those  with  whom  they  mingle,  ami  they  enjoy  the  favor 
of  their  acquaintances  who  speak  in  high  terms  of  them  and  their  sterling 
worth. 
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'  ■  j.  HARVEY  KNAUER.      .  .  . 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  has  been  largely  dependent  upon  his  own 

resources  from  his  boyhood,  and  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
thriving  village  of  Corunna,  he  exetnplifies  what  us  possi!>le  of  accomplish- 
ment on  ihe  part  of  one  who  cstablislies  a  <l(*rinite  aim  in  life  and  is  willing 
to  apply  his  energies  and  abilities  toward  tlie  gaining  ot  tlie  same.  He  now 
has  one  of  the  leading  general  stores  in  the  town,  and'by  energy  and  good 
management  has  gained  a  position  of  marked  prosperity  in  temporal  affairs^ 
while  he  has  so  ordered  his  course  in  the  various  relations  of  life  as  to  gain 
and  retain  the  confidence  and  esteon  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in 
contact. 

'^J.  Harvey  Knauer  was  born  in  Greentown,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  is- 
a  scm  of  Euramel  and  Mary  G.  (Krcighbaum)  Knauer,  the  former  a  native 
of  Pemisylvania  and  tiie  tatter  of  Ohio.  Euramel  Knauer  left  his  native 
state  and  moved  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Starfc  county,  where  he  was  married,  and 
in  1863  came  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  settling  in  Richland  township.  He 
Merked  in  a  store  until  1865.  when  he  went  to  Eddyville,  Iowa,  and  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  hti<;iness  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  jx-riod  here- 
turned  to  Corunna  antl  was  similarly  engaged  for  a  like  period.  He  then  lo- 
cated in  Kendallville,  Indiana,  where  for  seven  years  he  derked  in  a  mercan- 
tile establishment,  but  in  1874  again  returned  to  Corunna,  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  W.  Heltner  &  Comi>any, 
and  later  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  and  here  he  remained  until  his 
death,  which  oocnrred  on  Januar>^  15.  iqoi.  \ftcr  "telling  out  to  Mr.  Helmer. 
he  had  Ixmght  a  stock  of  goods  at  Fairheld  Center,  which  was  conducted  by 
his  son  Harvey  lor  two  years.  This  stock  was  destroyed  by  tire  and  in  1886 
he  established  the  present  business,  which  later  became  the  firm  of  E.  Ktianer 
&  Son.  Since  his  death  the  business  has  been  cfmtinued  under  the  name  of 
J.  Harv^  Knauer.  Euramel  Knauer  was  a  man  of  good  business  qualities 
and  was  eminently  rcspcrtcrl  in  t1ie  xarirms  comnnitiities  wlicre  he  livfd,  His- 
wife  also  is  deceased,  her  death  occurring  in  January.  1S87.  To  thcin  were 
Ixjrn  the  following  children:  Hattie.  Katy.  George.  Jennie.  J.  Harvey,  .Mil- 
lie and  Frankic,  of  whom  the  first  two  and  last  two  are  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  by  his  parents,  securing  his  educa- 
tion in  tfie  public  sdiools.  He  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Corunna,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
substantial  men  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  this  thriving  community,  his 
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efforts  having  met  with  a  sitccns  cQliiDien9iii«te  with  his  activity,  energy  and 

correct  methods. 

On  rktohfT  5.  i8(Xi.  Knatier  marrietl  Mary  Calkins,  \W  liaujLjhter 
Ql  Pauiuii  and  MatiiUa  ^Jtiroyvn)  C*Ukin»,  Uuth  ot  wh(jni  were  nativt'i  of 
Ohio,  l^t  \vl\p  c^nie  to  DcKalb  qo^nty  vibtax  ycMWg  ^^ud  were  iiiarntd  here. 
Hwy  se^M  in  l^idiland  towtishif^  wWe  Mr,  Cal)riiis  engage^  in  the  nvmo- 
f««ture  of  t^tinir  and  >n  the  ofwration  Qf  a  ssiw  mQI,  in  boMi  of  which  Hnes  he 
was  actively  engaged  up  to  the  time  of  hiji  death.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  the  folluuing  children:  Horace  N.,  Mik>,  Frank»  i^nde^  Adn^. 
Charles  ( dfccaiied).  Mary  and  Rose. 

P^lUicfi^,  Mr.  Knaucr  give*  k\s  ^uy^t  to  tlie  t^rv^res&jye  part},  be- 
lieving that  the  old  political  parties  have  failed  to  meet  the  necessitiest  a{  the 
Avwri^  fi^qpl*.  Fntcrqally,  he  delonei  lo  (he  lodge  of  Free  ^od  Accepted 
Masons  tit  KcndallvUle  and  the  lodge  of  Kqightf  of  Fy4iH«  9t  Coniima. 
while  his  religioiLs  »nem'>ershi])  is  with  the  Church  of  Christ.  Genial  in  man- 
ner and  untiring  in  his  oftdrts  to  please  his  customers,  Mr.  Knauer  lias  long 
enjoyed  his  full  share  ot  local  i)atrouage  and  carries  a  large  and  well  selected 
line  ul  gouds  to  m^t  the  demands  of  his  customers.  He  is  deservedly  pop- 
idav  Bvonf  thcwe  who  know  him  and  is  muobfred  among  the  repr^ntative 
men  of  the  oommnnity. 


ALBERT  A.  KRAMEK.  M.  D. 

Concentration  of  purpose  and  persistently  applied  energy  rarely  fail  of 

■tiooeas  in  the  accomplishment  of  any  task,  li(nve\  er  great,  and  in  tracing 
the  career  of  Dr.  Mhert  A.  Kramer,  of  Butler.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana, 
it  is  plainly  seen  that  these  (iiialities  have  been  the  secret  of  his  rise  to  a 
position  of  prominence  and  respectability.  Moreover,  lie  possesses  genuine 
love  for  his  work  and  regards  it  as  a  privilege  to  carry  comfort  and  aid 
to  the  sick  and  suffering. 

Albert  A.  Kramer  was  bom  in  the  state  of  Ohb  on  October  27,  1879. 
the  son  of  Micha<d  E.  and  Kathryn  (Christoffel)  Kramer.  The  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  whri  first  set- 
tled in  Ohio  in  an  early  day,  and  there  s|H'nt  the  reni.'iindt'r  n\  tluir  lives. 
The  suhjeci's  mother,  \vho  was  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  state,  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Mary  Christoffel,  who  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  upon 
their  emigration  to  this  country  settled  in  Indiana,  where  they  spent  their 
lives.  To  Michael  and  Kathryn  Kraitter  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Anna,  William,  Bertha,  Albert  A.,  John,  Ida  and  Cara. 


ALBERT  A.  KRAMER.  M.  D. 
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Albert  A.  Kranier  |iu^ndf4  Ui^  cpnuumi  schools  of  his  native  coniniu- 
nity  in  Ohio,  completing  his  elenientaiy  studies  in  the  high  school  at  Edger- 
lon,  that  «talf.  iU  then  sptnt  two  y«ar«  in  the  Normal  School  at  Angote» 
^ndqma,  and  Pne  y^^r  as  a  student  in  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago. 
Having  determined  to  make  the  practice  o|  medicine  hi3  Ufe  wori(,  be  thvfi 
entered  the  iiHdiral  departmeut  of  the  Indiana  State  University,  where  he 
prosecuted  his  studies  and  was  erraduated  in  1907  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medif^ioe.    He  then  tierved  4  year  as  interne  ^t  the  dispt:ii:»a,ry  of  the 

State  CoU^  of  Pbysidans  and  SqigiQiw  and  tatvr  at  iha  IinKaiia  UiuvMrn^ 
hospilal  a;t  Indianapolis,  and  at  the  fnd  of  that  pariod  atm  to  Wkr  m  190? 
and  engaged  in  the  active  pcactice  of  his  profession*  in  whkh  he  has  continued 
to  the  present  time  with  a  gratifying  degree  of  success.  Possessing  an 
ardent  devotion  to  his  chosen  calling,  witli  a  splendid  technical  training,  he 
has  handled  successfully  many  difficult  cases  and  lias  frecjuently  l>een  palled 
into  cuusultation  by  his  professional  colleagues,  among  wtioni  he  is  beU)  in 
tha  highest  esltcnu  IHe  has  huilt  a  large  medical  practice  in  diis  locally 
and  has  earned  a  marked  d^n^  of  popglarity  among  those  with  whom  be 
baa  become  acquainted. 

On  Xovcinber  14,  15^07.  Pr.  Kramer  was  married  to  Dora  A  Snyder, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Snyder,  of  Indianapolis,  and  to  this  union  b^^  h^ffi  born 
one  child,  Hal  C,  who  is  at  home- 
Politically,  Pr.  Kramer  give$  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
vl^a  in  hia  rctigions  helief  he  is  a  Methodist.  Fraternally  he  is  a-  member 
of  I^odge  No,  158,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Butier,  of  which  he  is  cJtaqcellor 
commander.  He  is  also  a  member  and  president  of  the  Butler  Commercial 
Cluh  and  ji  memlx^r  of  the  DeKalb  County  Medical  Association.  Dr.  Kramer 
has  lieen  a  hard  and  cmisistcnt  worker  all  his  life.  Indeed,  his  efforts  on  his 
own  account  comineucetl  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years,  when  he  began 
teaching  in  the  schools  in  Ohio,  following  this  vocation  for  four  years. 
Wide  awake,  energetic  and  enterprising,  he  has  not  coofijied  his  interests 
entirely  to  his  jH^fession,  hut  has  given  his  support  unreservedly  to  every 
movement  or  interest  having  for  its  object  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He 
possesses  a  well-selected  library  of  splendid  works,  is  a  deep  reader  and 
keen  observer  of  men  and  events  and  is  considered  a  well-in ffjrmed  man. 
being  a  pleasing  conjpani«»n  and  interesting  conversationalist.  Cordial  in 
maimer,  he  easily  makes  acquaintances,  among  whom  he  enjoys  a  large  cir- 
cle of  warm  and  loyal  friends. 

The  subject  was  elected  mayor  of  Butler  on  the  Citizens'  ticket  for  the 
tem  of  four' years, '  from  1914  to  1918..  ' 
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•  •     CHARLES  W.  WEBSTER.- 

The  gentleman  to  whom  the  reader's  attention  is  now  directed  was  not 
favored  by  inherited  wealth  or  the  assistance  of  influential  friends,  but  in 

spite  of  this,  by  perseverance,  indtistry  :ind  a  wise  economy,  he  has  attained 
a  comf(irtal)le  station  in  Hfr  and  is  well  and  favoralily  known  throughout 
DeKalb  county  as  a  result  of  the  industrious  life  he  has  lived  here  for  many 
years,  being  regarded  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  man.  of  soiuid  business  prin- 
ciples, thoroughly  up-to-date  in  all  phases  of  agriculture  and  stock  raising  and 
as  a  man  who,  while  advancing  all  indtvidual  interests,  does 'not  n^;iect  his 
general  duties  as  a  citizen. 

Charles  W.  W'thstcr,  an  enterprising  farmer  and  present  trustee  of 
Stafford  townshi]).  was  born  on  October  14,  1872,  in  tliis  county,  and  is  the 
son  of  George  and  Elsie  ( Wananiakcr)  Webster,  both  natives  also  of  StalTortl 
township,  this  county.  The  father  was  born  July  13,  1846,  and  died  February 
10,  191 1»  and  the  mother  was  bom  November  24,  1853.  Geoi^  -Webster 
served  efficiently  as  assessor  and  tmstee  of  Stafford  townshipi.  To  the  fiar- 
ents  were  bom  the  following  children:  Charles  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mrs.  Vertie  I.,.  Emanuel,  of  Edgerton,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Helen  Nihart,  also 
'of  Edgerton. 

Charles  W.  Webster  attciukd  tlic  common  .sch(K>Is  of  DeKalb  countv, 
and  then  spent  two  years  in  the  normal  .school  at  Wauseon,  Ohio.  He  was 
■  reared  to  die  life  of  a  farmer  and  followed  this  vocation  for  a  number-  of 
years,  though  he  was  for  some  time  a  traveling  salesman,  chiefly  of  stodc 
foods  of  various  kind,  in  which  field  of  effort  he  was  eminently  successftU. 
He  is  residing  on  the  old  home  place,  and  is  realizing  a  handsome  profit  from 
its  operation.  At  the  present  time  he  is  devoting  himself  to  the  breeding  and 
raisini,^  of  thoroui^hbred  live«;t. .ck.  csjiecially  of  Duroc-Jersey  hogs,  though 
for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  intere.sted  m  llie  breeiling  of  sow.s.  In 
1904  he  was  dected  the  assessor  of  his  township,  and  in  1908  was  elected 
trustee,  serving  with  such  satisfaction  that  he  was  elected  to  succeed  himself, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  office. 

On  Xovember  i.  1899.  Mr.  Webster  was  married  to  Ona  Fusselman.  the 
dani^htcr  of  Nelson  and  Kate  f  Cotri!)  Fusselman,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  fatlier  horn  in  Trnmhull  connty  and  the  mother  in 
Hancock  county.  To  the  subject  and  wife  has  been  Ixjrn  one  son,  Gerry  L., 
whose  birth  occurred  on  Attgust  10, 1901. 

Politically.  Mr.  Webster  has  been  a  life-long  supporter  of  the  RepuMican 
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party  and  .has  t^kfp-  a  deep  tmtere^t  ip  the  .success  pf  ..that.  urg<(niz»ti(»i.> 
espQ^y  in  iocM  »lfairs.  Fraternally,  he.  is  «  meo^  of  .  Lodge  Na  383U 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Butler.  ..Jf»8  lif^-Jqag.  rcsidenoe  in 
DeKalb  county,  his  upright  life  and  mature  jttdgniHgM  aod.tha  many  services 
which  he  has  rendereil  have  made  his  name  a  synonym  for  character  and 
worth.  Ik'  is  imbued  with  the  deepest  and  most  helpful  spirit,  and  is  well 
fortified  in  his  opinion  as  to  matters  of  public  policy,  and  has  giyen  his  best  to 
the  ftirthering  of  good  government,  being  neglcsctful  9f  no  civicduty.  Because 
of  his  high  character  and  genial  disposition,  he  has  won  a,  host  of  warm 
perspnal  friends  throughout  the  community,  who  esteem  him  int;  his  genuine 
worth.  .  .       .  , 


JACKSON  A.  LONG. 

Tlic  student  interested  in  DeKalb  coimty,  Indiana,  does  not  have  to  carry 
his  investigation  far  before  learning^  that  Jackson  A.  I^)ng  has  been  an  active 
and  leading  representative  of  its  agricultural  interests  and  that  his  labors  have 
proven  a  potent  factor  in  making  this  a  rich  farming  region.  Through 
several  decades  the  subject  has  earned  on  fanning,  gradtnlly  iinproving  his- 
valuable  place,  and  while  he  has  prospered  in  this.  He  has  alsb'found  ampTe 
opportunity  to  assist  in  the  material  development  of  the  county^  His"  co- 
operation having  been  of  value  for  the  general  good. 

Jackson  A.  Long  is  a  native  son  of  I")el\atb  coimty,  Indiana,  having  hem 
born  one  mile  north  of  Garrett  on  DecenilKT  30,  1868.  and  is  a  son  of  Har- 
rison an<l  Mariciia  (Wyant)  I^ng.  Samuel  Harrison  I^mg  was  born  in 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  October  3.  1842,  and' is  the  son  of  parents  who 
probably  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  marriage  had  occurred  in 
Summit  county  about  1840  after  their  removal  to  that  state, 'the  mother's 
maiden  name  having  been  Barbary  Ann  Fike.  They  moved  from  Ohio  to 
Noble  cottnty,  Indiana,  aliout  1844,  settling  two  miles  north\ve«;t  of  Kendall- 
ville,  and  alxnit  1852  the  father  Ixjught  forty  acres  of  land  where  the  t'uvn 
of  Garrett  is  now  situated,  where  he  lived  until  the  Garrett  Land  Company 
bought  his  land.  Harrison  Long  spent  his  boyhood  days  iii  DeKalb  county, 
working  on  a  farm  near  Auburn,  and  at  die  outbroilc  of  the  Ovil  war  he  was 
employed  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  In  response  to  his  country's  call  for  de- 
fenders, he  lay  down  his  vocational  tools  and  enlisted  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1863,  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  One 
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Htmdrodth  R^fimeot  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  company's  officers 
at  this  time  weve:   Captain  Rhoadtts,  First  Lieutenant  Schwarts  uid  6e«M]iid 

Lieutenant  Hartman.  The  regiment  took  part  in  a  number  of  the  most 
hotly  conte&ted  engagements  of  the  Civil  war,  and  acquitted  itself  with  great 
credit,  winnintr  the  rf>mmendati()n  of  its  superior  officers.  Mr.  Long  proved 
a  valiant  and  tauiiiul  ^Uiier  and  was  fortunate  in  thut  he  went  through- 
out his  period  of  «nlistnient  wtdnut  receiving  a  wound.  At  tte  timt  of  die 
final  surrender  of  the  two  great  Soulliem  armies,  Mr.  Long  was  at  Raleigh. 
North  Carolina,  and  from  there  marched  to  Washii^on,  where  he  took  part 
in  the  (irand  Review,  being  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service  on  the 
Sth  day  of  June,  1865.  I'roni  Washington  the  tr<w»i)s  were  shipped  to  Indi- 
anapoHs  in  freight  cars,  and  were  there  jxiid  o(T  and  sent  to  their  res|.K'ctivc 
homes.  Mr.  Long  came  to  Corunna,  this  county,  where  lie  met  John  Varde, 
with  whom  he  obtained  empfoyment  until  die  fdlowing  spring.  During  the 
ensuing  winter  he  met  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Marietta  Wyiiit,  to 
whom  he  was  married  oti  the  3d  of  May,  1866.  This  union  was  a  most 
happy  and  congenial  one.  lasting  over  forty-twt»  years.  Mrs.  Long  dying  the 
12th  day  of  September,  1908.  She  was  l>orn  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio, 
on  March  10,  1838,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Lytlia  Wyant.  wIto  were  mar- 
ried in  Cliampaign  county,  and  thtre  spent  their  remaining  days.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Long  were  bom  six  children,  viz.:  John  Perry,  Andrew  Jackson. 
Lydia  Rebecca,  Ida  Leona.  Arta  Odelpha  and  OrviUe  Eleven  On  the  nth 
of  April,  1894,  Harrison  Long  left  DeKalb  county,  locating  in  Benzooia, 
Benzie  county,  Michigan,  where  he  rented  a  farm.  Subsequently  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  .ncres  of  land,  of  which  he  still  ha?  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres,  lia\iiig  given  to  lu's  ^rm,  Orville.  i'ort\-fi\e  acres  after  his  wife's 
death.  On  the  28tli  of  October,  u^of^,  Mr.  Long  married  Mrs.  Mary  Francis 
Stafford,  who  was  Ixmi  in  Concord  tpwnship,  DcKalh  county,  Indiana,  on 
May  23,  1858,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  Rfcd  Dmgoo,  who  were 
natives  of  Ohio. 

Jackson  A.  Long  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  farming  and  attended  the 
township  schools  as  op|x>rtunity  offered.  He  gave  his  attention  to  the  opera- 
tion of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  known  as  the  Hayes  farm.  «)nc 
ami  threcn|uartcr  miles  nt)rtheast  of  Garrett,  which  jjlace  his  parents  had 
rented;  and  when  his  father  moved  to  Michigan  in  1894  the  subject  took  over 
the  care  of  the  farm  which  he  operated  during  the  following  ten  years.  Later 
he  bought  sixty  acres  known  as  the  Huffman  farm,  on  which  he  is  now 
located.   This  is  a  tract  of  fin^  land,  and  Mr.  Long  has  achieved  a  ^Icndid 
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sticoess  in  its  operation.  In  the  fall  of  1912  he  built  a  splendid  new  barn, 
remodeled  the  residence,  and  built  a  large  barn  shed  and  made  other  permanent 

substantial  improvements  which  have  added  in  a  tanj^ible  way  to  the  value  of 
his  property.  About  twenty-live  acres  f)f  this  sixty  acres  of  this  tract  is  in 
timber,  which  is  01  iisdf  a  valua!)!f  imrt  of  the  estate.  The  farm  i's  well 
drained  and  fenced,  and  in  tlie  locality  it  is  looked  uixm  as  one  of  liie  l)esi 
farms  of  the  township.  Mr.  Long  is  progressive  in  his  methfids,  endeavoring 
at  all  times  to  keep  up  to  the  twentteth-centur>'  standard  of  agricultural  loiowl- 
edge,  ajid  by  carefully  rotating  his  crops,  giving  attention  to  the  maintain- 
ance  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  to  other  features  of  practical  farming 
lie  has  been  enabled  acliieve  a  nt 'tewi^rtlu'  success  in  his  vncnfion.  He  is 
;i  li;tr(l  worker  and  .1  !;<i<Kl  manager,  and  is  abiy  a-sisted  by  liis  wile,  who  take*; 
a  toiuiuendable  interest  in  the  ijjjcrauon  i*i  the  farm.  Mr.  Long  is  well 
acquainted  throughout  this  locality,  and  among  ttx»e  who  know  him  he  is 
held  in  highest  esteem  because  of  his  accomplishments  and  his  high  perstinal 
character. 

On  November  16,  1893,  Mr.  Long  married  Lillian  Clrosh,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Isabella  (Oixiyke)  Grosh.  Samuel  Clrosh  was  born  in  Stark 
county.  Ohio,  and  as  a  youth  came  to  .Alien  rnunt\-.  Indiana,  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  iiear  Leo  on  what  is  now  the  old  farm  ui  .Alien  county.  .Subse- 
quently he  left  Leo  for  Cincinnati,  CMiio,  where  he  followed  the  miller's  trade 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  eventually  returned  and  k)cated  near  Albion  where 
he  still  follows  the  same  trade.  He  entered  into  partnership  with  Fisher 
West,  but  about  a  year  later  sold  his  interest  ami  came  to  Aubtmi.  Soon 
after  coming  to  Indiana  frtmi  Cincinnati.  Mr.  (irosh  married  Isabella  (^jnlyke. 
who  was  a  nali\  e  of  Allen  count}-,  horn  near  Fort  Wayne.  His  death  occurred 
in  1889,  in  Auburn,  where  he  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grosh  were  bom  four  children:  Lillian,  wife  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Leonard,  Perry  and  Mrs.  Nellie  Kraft,  all  of  whom  live  in 
Auburn.  After  moving  to  Auburn.  Mr.  Grosh  purchased  a  grist  mill,  also 
residence  property,  and  for  a!)(nit  five  years  prior  to  his  death  he  was  active 
in  the  milling  business,  but  shortly  prior  to  Ins  decease  he  sold  his  interest. 

Politically,  Jackson  A.  Lonij  gave  his  interested  allegiance  to  tlie  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  is  active  in  its  support,  being  an  influential  factor  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  public  welfare.  Mrs.  I,ong  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  Auburn  and  gives  her  earnest  support  to  that  society.  Mr.  Long  is 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  atid  gives  an  earnest  support  to 
everything  that  promises  to  advance  the  public  welfare  materially,  socially. 
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tnorally  or  educationally,  and  is  deserving  the  high  standing  which  he  now 
•enjoys  throi^hout  the  locality  where  so  many  active  years  of  his  life  have 
been  spent. 


ERVIN  VV.  WIGENT. 

A  man  deserving  of  mention  in  this  history  of  DeKalb  county  is  the 
«ibjcct  of  this  sketdi,  for  he  was  bom  hi  Butler  township,  this  county,  and 
during  his  life  has  been  actively  engaged  in  a  progressive  and  enterprising 

manner  in  fnrtherinp  the  interests  of  the  commtinity,  tor  it  is  a  Avell  recog- 
nized principle  that  w  here  a  man  does  well  with  his  own  interests,  the  public 
as  well  as  hiniseil  is  benefited. 

Enrin  W.  Wigent,  who  has  for  several  years  served  efficiently  as  iwst- 
master  at  Corunna,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  was 
bom  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  on  July  2,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Urial  and 
Reuhamah  (Clark)  Wigent.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York 
iitate.  Tliesc  ]>a rents  were  reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood  in  their  na- 
tive community  and  alter  iheir  marriage  tlierc  they  came  to  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  locating  un  a  farm  near  Butler  Center  in  Butler  township.  When 
Ervin  Wigent  was  .six  years  old  his  father  moved  to  Whitley  county.  In- 
diana»  where  the  parents  remained  until  their  deaths.  Urial  Wigent  had 
been  a  boat  man  during  the  earlier  years  of  his  active  life,  and  in  whatever 
enterprise  he  enjjaijed  he  was  marked  by  in<lustrv.  yierseverance  and  inteL,frity 
of  word  and  ileed.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  the  folhiwing  children: 
Martha,  John  C.  Chauncy  G.,  Burris  Edward,  Byron  D.,  Lucina.  Sarah  and 
Ervin  W.  The  ])arent$  of  these  children  are  now  both  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  common  .schools 
of  Whitley  county,  Indiana,  and  upon  attaining  the  years  of  manhood  he  took 
up  the  vocation  of  farming.  Eventually  he  and  his  brother.  Byron  D., 
turned  their  attention  to  the  lumber  business,  finally  coming  to  Conmna. 
where,  on  .\()\ i'inlK.'r  1.  1H93.  tliev  beeame  identified  witli  the  milling  niter- 
ests.  I  hey  remained  actively  ulentitietl  with  ihis  business  lor  eight  years, 
when  the  subject  met  with  an  accident  in  the  mill  which  incapacitated  him 
for  further  active  physical  labor,  and  also  meeting  with  a  heavy  loss  in  the 
wheat  market,  they  were  compelled  to  retire  from  business.  (>i  .\pri1  1. 
1904,  the  stihjeet  was  apjiointed  postmaster  of  Corunna  by  President  Roose- 
velt and  he  still  is  tlie  oeevipaiit  of  that  oltice.  discharging  his  dtities  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of  the  public  and  the  patrons  of  the  ufTice.   He  is  an  earnest 
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RcfKiblican  in  hift  political  views  and  is  active  in  his  suf^iort  of  the  priiM^ples 
which  he  advocates.  As  a  business  man  and  private  citizen  Mr.  Wigent  has 
ever  been  guided  by  the  highest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor  and  is  best 
liked  by  those  who  know  him  Ijcst,  his  steriing  qualities  of  character  com- 
mending him  to  the  sincere  regard  of  everyone.  He  is  genial  and  companion- 
able and  is  a  welcome  visitor  iii  any  cirde  which  he  chooses  to  enter.  The 
community  is  honored  by  his  citizenship,  and  because  of  his  representative 
character  he  is  entitled  to  specific  mentioa  in  this  work. 


C  A.  HOUGHTON. 

To  a  g:reat  extent  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  sections  of  otir  coun- 
try is  due  to  the  honest  industry,  the  sturdy  jwrseverance,  the  unswerving 
persistence  and  wise  economy  which  .so  prominently  characterize  the  farm- 
ing dement  of  DeKalb  otunty.  Among  this  class  may  be  mentioned  the! 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  review,  who,  by  reason  of  years  of  inde- 
fatigabie  labor  and  honest  effort,  has  not  only  acquired  a  welt  merited  ma- 
terial prosperity,  but  has  also  richly^eamed  the  highest  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  associated,  and  he  is  one  of  the  leading  ^ricuUurists  of  the 
community  in  wliich  he  resides. 

C.  A.  Houghton  was  U>rii  ,\pni  12,  i8<)3,  in  Auburn,  DeKalb  county, 
the  sont>f  O.  C  and  MarA-  (Twining)  Houghton.  The  father  was  a  ifttiVe 
of  the  Empire  state,  while  the  mother  was  bom  in  Ohio.  TlCey  came  to  In- 
diana in  May,  1847,  and  iwttled  in  I'nion  township,  at  .\uburn.  To  them 
were  born  eiglit  children,  namely:  Samantha:  Leland  is  deceasfcd;  D.  K.. 
who  lives  in  Illinois,  was  the  fir.st  male  child  horn  in  the  town  of  Anbtirn ; 
Mrs.  Phelma  Jolnisr)ii  lives  in  Oregon;  Mrs.  Rtta  Otto  live*  in  California; 
Hiram,  Ella  and  Anna  are  deceased ;  C.  A.  "  , 

The  subject  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
DeKalb  county,  attending  the  short  winter  terms  of  the  primitive  schools; 
and  devoting  the  remainder  of  his  time  to  working  on  the  farm.  On  Sep- 
tember I,  1892.  he  was  married  to  Anna  F.  Rann.  daughter  of  John  Rann,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary  Rann,  who  was  born  in  this  state.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birtli  of  five  children;  \  era.  Roscoe.  Paul,  Ruth  and 
Lela,  all  of  whom  are  at  present  living  under  the  parental  rooftree. 

The  subject  is  still  actively  engaged  in  carrying  on  general  farming, 
and  has  made  a  success  of  his  chosen  vocation  bccauae  of  his  thorough  knowl^ 
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edj^e  of  the  sul)iect  and  his  determination  formed  early  in  life  to  do  well  what 
was  worth  doing  at  all.  His  landed  estate  comprises  eighty  acres  of  go«xi 
land;  his  buildings  and  other  improvements  are  substantial,  and  no  better 
place  can  be  found  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  true  Hoosier  hospitality.  In  the 
course  of  his  busy  and  praiseworthy  career  be  has  found  no  time  to  seek  the 
honors  of  public  life.  Ixring  content  to  <  xerrise  his  suflfrage  in  behalf  of  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  has  always  been  affiliated.  • 


DANIEL  LOUIS  liLAS. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  ajjpcars  at  the  iiead  oi  Ihi^  biographical 
review  needs  no  introduction  iu  the  people  of  DeKalb  county,  since  his  entire 
active  life  has  been  .spent  in  this  section  of  the  siate»  a  life  devoted  not  only 
to  the  fostering  of  his  own  interests,  but  also  to  the  welfare  of  the  commun- 
ity at  large.  An  honorable  representative  of  ont  of  the  esteemed  famities- 
of  his  section  and  a  i^entli-man  of  high  cbarncter  and  worthy  ambitions,  he 
has  filled  no  small  place  in  the  pnblir  view  He  is  a  <:]>tendid  type  of  the 
intelligent,  up-to-date,  self-made  Xmerican  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term,  a 
man  of  the  people,  with  their  interests  at  lieart.  As  a  cittaen  he  is  progrmive 
and  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  that  concerns  the  common  weal.  Although  a 
partisan,  with  strong^  convictions  and  well  defined  opinions  on  questions  oo 
which  men  and  pafttcs  divide,  he  has  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  conimunify  and  his  personal  friends  are  in  mimber  as  his  acquatntanoes,. 
regardless  of  party  ties. 

Daniel  Louis  i^eas  is  a  native  of  the  old  Hoosier  state  and  was  borir 
in  Steuben  county  on  October  17,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Leas.  The  latter 
is  represented  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work,  therefore  further  detailed 
mention,  of  the  subject's  ancestral  history  will  not  be  made  at  this  point 
When  Daniel  L.  Leas  was  about  three  years  old,  the  family  moved  to  a  farm 
immediately  north  of  Waterloo,  wliere  he  wzs  reared  to  TTrmboofl  H»-  at- 
tendetl  the  common  schools  and  later  itie  high  school  at  Waterloo,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  i8i<4.  He  ihtu  took  a  commercial  course  at  the  Tri- 
State  Normal  School,  finishing  the  complete  course,  after  which  he  assisted 
his  father  on  the  home  farm  and  in  the  latter's  bank  until  his  marriage  m 
1889,  after  which  he  foraied  a  partnership  with  J.  C.  Boyer  and  engagetl  in  the 
general  merchandise  business  at  Waterloo.  They  were  pros|)cre<l  in  this 
business,  but  about  six  and  a  half  years  after  their  start  they  were  buriied 
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0«rt,  suffering  a  total  k>S6  of  store  building  and  stock.  Mr.  Leas  then  bougbt 
Mr.  Buyer's  interest  in  the  lot  and  erected  a  two-story  brick  business  block, 
which  he  now  occupies  and  there  is  engaf»ed  in  the  dry  goods  bitsiness, 
iiandling  ladies'  anil  gciu>'  lunii.siungs,  hats,  caps,  shoes,  carpets,  draperies,, 
clothing  and  other  auxiliary  lines.  When  Mr.  Leas  became  a  partner  with 
Mr.  Boyer  thqr  also  coodiicted  »  feed  and  grain  business  in  connection  with 
the  general  mentaatik  wofk,  and  thia  line  Mr.  Leas  has  contkiued  with 
a^endid  success.  About  k>  1 1  he  erected  the  elevator  at  Waterlix*  and  con- 
tioued  also  to  rim  this  and  with  this,  an  with  his  other  enterprises,  he  has  been 
eminently  .successful.  In  iHtj5  Mr.  Leas  embarked  in  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant liiic-s  with  which  he  iias  Ik'co  connected  during  his  business  career, 
that  ol  hay,  m  which  he  has  achieved  a  big  success  and  acquired  a  widespreail 
reputation.  He  erected  large  hay  barns  at  Waterkm  and  was  in  that  bosi- 
ness  for  about  sixteen  years.  He  at  one  time  shipped  about  live  hundred 
car  loads  of  hay  a  year,  but  in  1910  he  sold  this  business  to  his  nephew .  Earl 
r.eas.  Ahfuit  iqo-^  Mr.  Leas  Ixjuglit  the  defunct  DeKalb  Bank  at  Waterloo, 
moved  the  fixtures  to  Hudson  and  orj^anized  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Hudson  Bank,  which  was  a  pruntjiinced  success  from  the  start,  .\lxjut  two 
years  after  the  organization  of  this  institution  he  sold  his  interests  there  to 
his  nephew,  Leroy  Waterroan,  and  invested  heavily  in  the  Gerinan-Anierica» 
National  Bank  at  Fort  Wayne.  He  has  also  been  in  various  other  enter- 
prises and  owns  a  farm- of  one  hundred  and  sixty  fiv  e  acres  west  of  Water- 
loo, and  also  has  property  at  Angola.  Ashley  and  Toled«i.  Uc  is  one  of  the 
organ i -/crs  r>f  the  National  Hnv  Otnipany.  of  Cleveland,  Ohin.  whf)se  object 
was  to  establish  national  inspection  of  hay.  and  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Fink  Shoe  Comjany.  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  three  stockh«)lders 
in  the  Waterloo  Broom  Company.  He  has  always  been  a  very  active  worker 
in  the  National  Hay  Assodation  and  has  filtied  tiearW  all  the  important  offices, 
never  missing  a  meeting  of  the  association.  He  is  a  memljer  of  the  Xationaf 
Grain  Dealers'  Asstxriation.  in  the  workiut^s  of  which  lie  ha«  I)een  an  import- 
ant factor.  The  hay  business  wa-^  Ins  most  pmmtnent  line  until  he  sold  out 
to  his  nephew,  and  la  uiitny  ways  he  has  given  a  litstmct  impetus  to  business 
affairs  in  this  (ocality,  being  entitled  to  noteworthy  distinction  on  this  at- 
count.  He  has  been  esaentiaUy  a  man  asnong  men,  havii^  ever  moved  as 
one  who  has  commanded  respect  by  innate  force  as  w^  as  by  Sttpcrk>r  abtltly. 
As  a  cittaea  he  casfly  ranks  with  the  most  hjlnential  of  his  compeers  in 
affairs  which  are  for  tlw  betfeimwnt  ol  his  choNi*  county.  Whik  hcL  has  ca»> 
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ried  on  special  lines  of  business  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  a  comfortable 
competence  for  himself,  he  has  also  belongetl  to  that  class  of  representative 
men  of  rififairs  who  have  promoted  the  public  weltare  while  advancing  indi- 
vidual success. 

In  1889  Mr.  Leas  married  Xellic  Wickuirc,  who  was  reared  at  Angola. 
Indiana,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Hanna)  Widcwire.  Geoi^e 
Widcwire  was  bom  in  Seneca  county,  New  York,  and  died  at  Angola,  In- 
diana, uii  Octuher  5,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  was  a  son  of 
Seba  VVickwire.  and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  came  to  Steuben 
county,  Indiana,  amfinjj  the  first  pioneers,  locatinjr  alxmt  four  miles  east  of 
Angola,  and  there  Ijccanie  the  owner  of  a  section  of  land  whiclj  has  lieen 
kept  in  the  possession  of  his  family  ever  since.  Rebecca  Hanna  was  born 
probably  in  Steuben  county,  this  state,  and  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Hanna.  George  Wickwire  became  a  banker  at  Angola,  also  owning  flour 
mills  at  Nevada  and  saw  mill  and  farmini;  interests  in  other  places.  He 
"Was  twice  married,  having  three  children  by  his  first  marriage  and  se\  t'n  hy 
his  niarriai^c  with  Rebecca  Hanna,  Mrs.  Leas  being  erne  of  the  latter.  I'lu 
mother  dicti  tti  i8;5.  Mrs.  1-eas  lived  most  of  her  younger  life  in  .'Vngula 
.and  completed  her  educational  studies  in  the  Tri-State  Normal  College  at 
that  place.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leas  has  been  bom  a  daughter,  NdHe  Fern, 
-who  was  bora  and  reared  in  Waterloo,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
tiiat  city  in  1908,  and  then  becoming  a  student  in  Oxford  Seminary  at  Ox- 
ford, Ohio,  and  also  the  Eurojiean  School  f>f  Music  at  Fort  Wayne.  She 
has  al^^o  studied  drawitii;  and  mti<iic  at  V'psilanti,  Michif^an.  and  in  ilu-  tall  of 
1913  look  charge  of  music  and  drawing  in  tile  schfK>ls  of  \V  aterl(H>.  and  is  an 
enthusiastic  devotee  of  her  work. 

In  local  public  affairs  Mr«  Leas  has  taken  a  commendable  interest  and 
has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  advancement  of  the  highest  interests  in 
this  locality.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Waterloo  town  board  two  years,  and 
till'  \\ 'aUrloti  srlnHfl  1)i>ard  six  years,  his  last  term  expiring  in  August.  1913. 
He  was  a  cli.irtrr  nu-niiRT  of  Leontda'^  Lod^r<*  '5.  Kniphts  nf  Pythias, 

which  was  instituted  m  January,  i8iS9,  and  has  lilled  all  the  ottices  in  this 
k)dge  and  tw  ice  been  its  representative  in  the  grantl  lodge  of  the  9tale.  He 
was  made  a  member  o1  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  1893.  and  became  a 
thirty-second-degree  meinlKr  of  the  Scottish  Rite  branch  of  that  order  at 
the  time  ilu  Scottish  Rite  cathedral  at  Fort  Wayne  was  dedicated,  and  also  at 
that  time  he  becatne  a  Noble  of  the  My<tic  Shrine.  Mi"  Ltas  has  Ik-vu  n  innti 
who  has  looked  on  the  sunny  side  of  life,  over  lK)pelul  that  the  good  will  rule 
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Instead  of  the  bad,  and  as  the  result  oi  sitch  a  fortunate  disposition,  he  has 
made  it  pleasant  for  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  either  in  a  busi- 
ness ur  sodal  way.  Of  kindly  nature  and  sociable  impulses,  he  is  also  a  man 
of  high  tnoral  character,  and  thus  enjoys  the  confidence,  good  will  and  friend- 
ship of  all  who  know  him. 


WALTER  R.  HOSE. 

It  is  an  agreeable  task  lor  the  biographer  to  coiucniplate  the  lite  record 
of  a  person  who  is  making  a  success  of  life  aiid  who  has  won  tiie  contiUence 
and  respitet  of  his  ifdlow  citizens.  Such  is  the  record,  briefly  stated,  of  the 
wdl  kndwn  agriculturist  whose  name  appears  above,  than  whcmt  a  more 
highly  respected  or  popular  man  it  would  be  difficult  to  fold  within  the  limits 
of  the  locality  where  he  has  his  home  and  where  he  is  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  a  large  circk'  of  friends  and  admirers. 

Walter  R.  Hose  was  born  in  DcKalb  couiily,  Indiana,  on  Scpuniber  3. 
1891,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Solomon  and  Ida  (^Swartz)  Hose.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  Summit  county,  Ohio,  and  his  father,  also  named  Soknaon,  was 
a  native  of  Maryland.  The  subject*s  father  followed  farming  aU  his  life  and 
came  to  DefCalb  county  iii  an  early  day,  settling  in  Wiltnington  township, 
where  the  grandfather  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  The  subject's  father, 
who  died  on  May  30.  i<K)8,  gave  practical  evidence  of  his  patriotism  hy  en- 
listuig  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  Company  il.  Eighty-eighth  Regi- 
ment Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  during  most  i>t  that 
Struggle,  giving  faithfid  and  valiant  service  to  his  country.  He  was  after- 
ward a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  politics  was  a  Re- 
pubHcan.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  horn  three  children.  Ciecuge  Ernest. 
Walter  R.  and  Gladys  Elizabeth.  Walter  R.  Hose  was  reared  iukUt  the  par- 
ental roof  and  carlv  gave  his  father  assistance  111  the  u])erritir>n  <»f  tlie  home 
farm.  He  received  his  education  in  tiie  common  schools  of  his  Kicality  and 
on  attaining  mature  years  applied  himself  to  a|n'icultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  is  still  engaged.  He  now  owns  and  operates  the  old  home  pUce,  compris- 
ing eighty  acres  of  land,  practically  all  of  which  is  cleared  and  under  culti- 
vation, and  he  is  giving  due  attention  to  the  imintenancc  of  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  with  the  result  that  he  is  reaping  alnnidant  returns  for  liis  lal^ir. 

On  Decemhfr  _'8.  1(712,  Walter  R.  Hn<e  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Alta  harner,  the  daughter  ot  Jacob  and  Roena  i  I  reuian)  l  amer,  he  a  na- 
tive of  Wyandot-county,  Ohio,  and  she  of.  I)eKalh..cou]]jty.  Jml\an^..  Mr.- 
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Fftrner,  opon  hravitig  hts  ittttve  state,  lint  went  to  Odifomiik,  trfieK  IM  wa» 
for  a  time  eogagcd  in  tfie  himber  bnsine88»  but  eTcntually  he  mufntd  to  De* 

Katb  county,  Indiana,  where  he  has  since  made  his  permafient  home.  Po- 
litically, the  subject  of  this  sketch  gives  his  support  to  the  RepuUican  party, 
in  the  success  of  which  he  is  flceply  interested,  but  he  has  not  aspired  to  pub- 
lic oliice  of  any  nature.  Though  aiiioni;  tiie  younger  fanners  of  his  com- 
munity, Mr.  Hose  has  already  earned  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low agriculturists,  for  he  has  evinced  those  qtuitities  which  are  bound  to  vdn 
success  in  any  vocation.  Personally,  he  is  genial  and  unassuming,  a  splendid 
companion  and  good  conversationalist,  and  in  the  social  circles  In  which  he 
and  lits  wife  move  they  enjoy  a  well  deserved  popnlanty. . 


'   '       SAMUEL  WILLIAMS. 

Specific  mention  made  within  the  |>a,s;t->  <'i  tlii>  htmk  oi  many  ol  the 
worthy  citizens  of  DcKaib  county,  citizen*,  wiio  have  rtgured  in  the  growth 
and  devdopment  of  this  favored  locality  and<  whose  interests  are  identified 
with  its  every  phase  of  progress,  each  contributing  in  his  sphere  of  action 
to  the  well-being  of  the  conununity  in  which  he  resides  and  to  the  advanoe*- 
ment  of  its  iUbfaPand  legitimate  growth.  .\nK>ng  this  number  was  Samuel 
VVilliams,  whose  record  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  successful  farmer  and 
cai»ahle  nfficial  i,'avc  him  a  standing  in  the  community  exceUed  by  none 
of  his  teiiow  citizens. 

Samuel  Williams  was  bom  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  near  Millersburg, 
on  September  17,  1S4T.  and  died  at-  his  home  two  miles  west  of  Auburn, 
Indiana*  on  Jime  30,  1912.  He  was  the  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Lupoid) 
Williams,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvama.  the  mother  having  been  bom 
in  I^ncaster  cnimtv  Tn  rKfu.  he  came  to  Indiana  with  his  brother,  Cyms. 
who  located  near  (  oruniia  He  was  engaged  in  farming  with  his  brother 
when,  at  the  age  of  iweuty-one  years,  he  enlisle<l  for  service  in  defense  of 
his  country,  becoming,  on  November  26,  1862.  a  member  of  Company  G, 
Thirtieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to 
Johnson's  division.  He  was  promoted  to  first  duty  sergeant  the  One 
Hundred  Twenty-ninth  Rei^ment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  with  this  com- 
mand he  underwent  much  severe  and  arduous  service  in  defen*:e  of  his 
countrv.  For  two  months  in  if^^^  he  was  confined  to  a  hospital  at  Annaj)- 
olis,  Maryland,  and  in  1864  he  wa.s  fnrloughed  for  thirty  days,    rte  re- 
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joined  fattrtfinaent  at  TuUataoma,  Tennessee,  atid  at  the  bftttle  of  Stme  River 
be  was  captured,  beiqg  taken  to  Mnrfrcesboro  and  sent  to  the  natorkms  Libby 
frnon,  where  he  was  detained  until  paroled,  about  six  weeks  later.  He  re- 
ceive*? an  hfinorable  disrharj,a'  from  his  first  enli-^tnicnt  m  !864.  and  tticn  re- 
eiihsted  at  Coninna  in  (  imipany  F,  One  Hundreci  and  Twenty-ninth  Regi- 
int:nt,  with  which  Ivc  coniiilcted  liis  militarv  service,  Hv  \va»  in  the  battles  of 
Stone  River,  Chtckamauga,  Kingston  and  many  utlier  enga^inents,  and  in 
Angns^  1865,  was  honofaUjr  discharged  from  the  service  with  a  record  of 
which  he  had  just  reason  to  be  proud.  His  brother,  Cyms,  was  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Thirtieth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  was  a  prisoner  in 
Libby  prison  for  two  months  being  finally  paroled  and  returned  to  his  ctmi- 
maod,  with  which  lie  served  until  the  expirattoo  of  his  service.  His  death 
<M:curred  at  Auburn  in  [880. 

After  the  war  Samuel  Williams  returned  to  DeKalb  county  :uid  was 
employed  as  a  farm  band  by  Mr.  Brumback  for  a  time.  He  then  worked  for 
George  Rufner,  of  Snuthfiekl  township,  suutbof  Hudsott,  where  Levi  Kessler 
now  lives.  About  1878,  when  Mr.  kufner  moved  to  Fairfield  township.  Mr. 
Williams  accompanied  him  and  made  his  home  there  for  a  time.  In  1890 
Mr.  Williams  was  elected  recorder  of  Dt'Kalh  county,  holdin^^  the  office  from 
1892  until  iSgb,  ami  discharged  his  duties  ui  a  manner  tlut  cariKd  the  com- 
mendation of  all  who  knew  hijii.  Uixmi  entering  his  pffice  as  recorder.  Mr. 
Williams  moved  to  Auburn,  but  at  the  expiration  of  his  office  he  spent  three 
years  more  on  the  Rufner  farm,  Mrs.  Williams'  father  living  with  them.  Mr. 
Williams  then  iKtught  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  1900.  two  miles  wc^ 
of  Auburn,  where  he  lived  until  his  deiith,  Mrs.  Williams'  father  living  with 
them  and  still  making  his  home  with  hh  daughter. 

On  September  4,  i8q2,  Samuel  Williams  was  »mited  in  inarriage  to  Mrs. 
¥Mzn  A.  (Rufner)  Ernest,  who  was  lx)rn  in  Stark  county.  Ohio,  near  Can- 
ton, the  daughter  of  George  and  Nancy  ( Boyer)  Rufner.  George  Rufner 
was  bom  in  Stafk  county.  Ohio.  February  5, 1830,  a  son  of  John  and  Radiel 
(Smith)  Rufner,  natives  of  Penttsi'lvania,  the  former  of  Berks  county,  of 
KSerman  descent,  and  the  latter  of  Adams  county,  of  German  and  Irish 
"descent.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  spring  of  1^^},.  when  he 
move<l  to  r>fK;ilh  coimty  and  settled  in  Richland  township.  Three  years  later 
he  sold  his  larni  and  i>ought  another  tract  of  wild  land  in  the  same  township, 
where  he  lived  nine  years,  and  hi  the  nieanthne  got  his  land  cteatcd  ami  under 
good  cultivation.  He  then  moved  to  Smlthfieldl  towndtip,  where  lie  lived  for 
thirteen  years,  and  in  April,  1878,  be  moiired  to  Fairfield  township  and  bought 
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a'fann  of  on^  hundred  and  thirtv  acrcii:  He  was  married  on  NoTcmber  zj^ 
1851,  to  Nai^  Boyer.  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  r Thomas)  Boyer; 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  German  descent.   To  them  were  bom  four 

cbildreti.  T"Ii/a  .\iin.  Mary  Ann.  Josiah  and  Jeremiah.  Nlrs.  NV'illiams  was  but 
si^-  months  old  when  her  parenls  hnmf^ht  her  to  DeKalb  ccuntv  .uul  liM-d  with 
them  in  tiK-ir  vririous  locations  until  her  marriaj(e.  Her  inittlur  died  ot  par- 
alysis bn  (k'tober  31,  1885,  and  her  father  is  still  livinjj  with  her.  In  1871 
she  was  married  to  Henrv  M.  Ernest,  to  which  nnion  were  bom  two  chil- 
dren,  Mrs.  George  Ralston,  of  Fort  Wayne,  and  Marion  Ernest  Williams, 
who  lives  in  West  Auburn  and  farms  his  mother'5:  farm.  He  married  Mrs. 
Rosa  Zimmerman  Clnshwa,  flu  widow  of  Frank  (inshwa.  deceased.  She  is- 
the  mnther  of  one  son  by  ht-r  first  marriasro,  \\'at1('i  (inshwa.  They  also  have 
a  son,  Harold  ('.,  elevcti  years  old,  and  KciirKth,  \vh<i  was  horn  May  10. 
1913,  and  died  Septcmlxr  9,  1913.  Mrs.  Ralston  is  the  mother  of  two  .sons. 
Rodgcrs  J.,  who  is  four  years  old,  and  Hubert,  who  was  two  years  old  otr 
January  30.  7914-  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  no  children  were  bom.  Mr. 
Williams  was  an  active  member  of  the  German  Baptist  church,  to  which  Mrs. 
Williams  and  her  father  also  belong.  Mr.  Williams  was,  in  every  sense,  a 
gfKxl  citizen  of  his  community  and  a  credit  to  the  ooimty.  his  j^enial  and 
companionable  di.sposition  cjivincf  him  a  jjood  standing  uith  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact,  while  his  career  as  a  pul)lic  official  was  honorable  in  every 
respect.  Because  of  his  earnest  life,  honorable  record  and  splendid  attain- 
ment8»  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  perpetuation  in  the  annals  of  his  county  and* 
to  be  numbered  among  the  representative  men  of  the  community  which  was  so- 
long  honored  )iy  his  citizenship. 


•  JOHN  JACKMAN. 

Af^ricultiire  has  been  an  honored  vocation  from  the  earliest  ages  and  as 
a  usual  thmg  men  of  honorable  and  humane  impulses,  as  well  as  those  of 
energy  and  thrift,  have  Iken  patrons  of  husbandry.  The  free,  out-of-door 
life  of  the  farm  has  a  decided  tendency  to  foster  and  develop  that  independ- 
ence of  mind  and  self-reliance  which  characterizes  true  manhood  and  w> 
truer  blessing  can  befall  a  boy  than  to  be  reared  in  close  touch  with  nature 
in  the  healthful,  life  inspiring  labor  of  the  fields  It  has  always  been  tbe- 
fruitful  soil  from  which  have  spruiii:  the  moral  l>«me  and  sinew  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  majority  of  our  natitm  s  great  warriors.  renowne<l  .statesmen- 
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and  distinguished  men  of  letters  were  born  on  the  fann  .and  were  indebted 
largely  to  its  early  influence  for  the  distinction  which  they  have  attained. 
Jchn  Jackman,  one  of  the  best  known  farmers  of  Grant  township,  Der 

Kalb  county,  Indiana,  who  is  successfully  operating  a  s])lcndid  t^t  eaft  of 
Waterloo.  hovn  near  that  city  on  I")eccinhcr  j.  tS'6:.  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac 
M.  and  Jane  (Whitla)  Jackman.  who  are  repnstntrd  ilseuliere  in  thi'^  work. 
John  Jackman  was  reared  on  the  home  tarin,  wlierc  he  renmincii  until  his 
marriage  in  1899,  when  he  transferred  the  base  of  his  operations  to  the  farm 
owned  by  his  father-in-law,  Mr  Woife,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  has 
ijince  devoted  himself  to  the  present  time.  His  placf,  which  is  one  ot  the 
l>efvt  farmed  in  tlic  lo'viishi]).  has  l)een  maintained  at  its  former  standard  of 
fertility  and  improvement  and  Iwcausc  of  his  sturdy  indn-itry  iuv\  up-to-date 
methods  he  lias  acliieved  a  prominent  success  as  a  farmer,  enjoymg  a  well-de- 
served position  among  his  fellow  agriculturists. 

On  April  2,  1899,  Mr.  Jackman  married  Alice  Wolfe,  who  was  honi  on 
the  farm  on  which  she  now  lives,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Lutz) 
Wolfe.  George  Wolfe  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  on  Sqiteinber  9, 
t82l.  a  son  of  Jolin  and  Kli-/al)eth  (Zahncr)  Wolfe,  tin-  father  a  native  of 
Maryland  and  tlie  mother  of  rcnnsylvania.  They  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Coluitibiana  county.  Ohio,  where  they  were  married.  They  subse- 
quently moved  to  Stark  county,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturity.  George 
Wolfe  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  was  there  married,  on  March  16, 
1843,  to  Eliza  Fisk,  a  native  of  New  York  Tn  1847  they  moved  to  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  where  Mrs.  \\'olfe  died  in  \uj»ust.  if^55.  Me  was  attain 
married  on  January  18.  1857.  to  Sarah  Lutz.  and  his  ou  ti  death  cKcurred  on 
February  27;  1885,  in  his  sixty-fourth  year.  He  was  a  ])rosperous  man  in 
his  basiiiess  affairs,  accnmulatii^  a  fine  farm  and  was  prominent  and  infloen- 
tial  in  the  civic  and  public  affairs  of  the  township,  having  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  twenty-nine  consecutive  years,  besides  holding  other  local  of- 
fices of  tru.st  and  responsibility.  Sarah  Lutz  Wolfe  was  born  on  August  11, 
1828,  in  Stark  countv ,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  ■Michael  and  Magdalena 
(Crawford)  T^ntz.  She  tame  here  in  May.  1848.  with  her  parents,  who 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  w  hat  is  now  Grant  township,  east  of  Water- 
loo. Her  father,  who  died  on  September  8.  1849,  left  to  his  widow  the  task 
of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  farm,  which  was  accomplished  by -her  with  the 
assistance  of  her  children.  She  was  an  energetic  and  ambitious  woman  and 
worked  hard  to  make  a  home  and  rear  her- children,  in  which,  she  was  cmi- 
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nently  KtKC«ssful.  She  died  m  1SS2,  after  a  Vang  life  of  osefuloess.  Hor 
children  were  John.  Sarah,  Margaret,  Mary.  Samuel  and  Jaob  Of  these 
the  only  survivors  are  Mrs.  Sarah  Wolfe  and  Mrs.  Mary  Sawvei,  of  Frank- 
lin township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Wolfe  now  lives  on  the  old  ianu  west  of 
Waterloo,  and  witti  her  is  bcr  daugfaler  and  aon-in-law.  Mr  attl  Un,  jack- 
mun.  To  Geofge  and  Sarah  Wolle  ware  bom  two  chiMmi,  HoneaGe  and 
Alice,  the  former  of  whom  died  at  the  ^  of  three  years. 

Politicall}'.  I^fr.  Jackman  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  thoup;h  lie  ,has  been  loo  busy  a  man  to  give  much  attention  to  public 
affairs.  He  maintains  an  abiding  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  coinmnnity. 
his  support  being  given  without  reserve  to  all  movenietUs  toward  the  public 
welfare.  He  has  been  a  soocessfnl  former,  following  progressive  and  up-to- 
date  methods,  and  has  achieved  a  success  entitles  him  to  recognition 
among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  among 
the  most  influential  and  poptilar  citirens  in  iln-ir  comnnmity.  having  king  ago 
establishetl  reputations  tor  uprightness,  kindness  and  hospitaiity,  and  they 
are  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 


WILLIS  AKCHIBALD  DANNELLS. 

The  gentleman  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  life  and  characteristics  the 
reader's  attention  is  herewith  directed  is  among  the  favorably  known  and 

representative  citizens  of  Auburn,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  He  has  by  his 
indoniitaljle  enterprise  and  progressive  nutlKids  contributed  in  a  material 
way  to  the  advancement  <»r  his  Ideality  and  tiuriiig  tiie  cuurse  ot  an  hnnf>rable 
career  lias  been  successful  in  his  busuuss  enterprises,  bavmg  been  a  man  of 
energy,  sound  judgment  and  hones^  of  puriK)se,  and  is  tht»  wdl  deserving 
of  mentiaa  in  this  vohime. 

Willis  A.  DanncUs  waa  bom  in  Adams  cotwty,  Indutna^  on  Fdiniary  35, 
1859^  and  is  a  son  of  Archibald  and  Lucinda  (Blanvelt)  Dannells,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  the  1  loosier  state  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Willis  A.  Dannells 
came  to  this  county  in  1861  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  section  7.  Wil- 
mington township,  where  the  father  had  bought  a  farm.  The  latter  had  been 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  practically  throughout  that  conflict,  and  his 
death  occurred  on  March  15.  1866.  Subsequently  his  widow  married  Henry 
Funk  and  they  remained  on  the  home  farm  and  in  Butler,  her  deadi  occurring 
on  the  old  home  place.  She  was  bom  at  G>lumbus,  Ohio,  on  Pebraary  1 1, 
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iBa$t  anl  wis  there  wani  to  wmnbood,  Imb^  WMtkd  in  bar  dghleeiith 
ymr  to  •  Mr.  Ptudtjr.  Tlis  tatter  died  m  1846.  lomng  cm  saUp  WiImb 
Pufdy.    SvMtoaiy  Mrs.  Purdy  became  the  wift  of  Archibald  Dannetla, 

whose  denth  cxxurred  in  1866,  leaving  to  her  care  five  sons  smd  a  daughter, 
of  whom  three  sons  and  a  daiicrhter  survive  her.  She  removed  to  DeKalb 
county.  Indiana,  in  1861,  settling  on  the  farm  wliere  ^he  <li«]  foitr  miles  west 
of  Butler,  in  the  seventy^venth  year  of  her  age,  her  deaih  occurring  on  jami- 
Mjras*  X903. 

Willis  A.  DuneUs  was  reared  on  tlie  Wifairiogton  towBaln|>  farm  and 
after  la's  Ofiarriagc,  wfaddi  occntned  in  Sfi8a»  he  remained  in  the  operation  of 
the  farm  for  t^enty-aix  years  Tn  1Q08  he  moved  to  Auburn  and  bought  the 
splendid  residence  pro]>erty  on  East  Ninth  street,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
atill  owns  a  tine  rami  ui  W  ilnnngton  township,  situated  on  the  main  road  west 
from  Butler,  the  place  being  characterized  by  a  high  type  of  improvonent  in 
every  particular,  emliracing  a  good  and  attractive  house,  large  and  well  ar- 
tangcd  tflurn,  with  large  stock  faains'snd  ottier  neeessary  ontimiklings,  all  of 
which  reflect  credit  on  the  owner  and  which  have  made  the  pla  <  ne  of  the 
most  vaKiable  farms  in  thi>;  section  of  the  county.  Methodical  and  {)ractical 
in  all  he  does,  Mr.  Danneils  durinj;  tlie  years  in  which  he  ^avc  jK-rsotial  at- 
tention to  the  operation  of  the  farm,  neglected  no  detail  i>f  its  operation  and 
achieved  a  splendid  reputation  among  his  fellow  agriculturists  as  a  progres- 
shre  and  enterprising  farmer  and  business  man. 

On  November  19,  i88a.  Mr.  Danndls  was  nutrried  to  Dora  B.  CoUins, 
the  daughter  of  CWorge  and  £liieabeth  (Cntys)  Collin^  When  Mrs.  Dan- 
ne!ls  was  not  quite  six  rears  old  her  p:irents  nnn*e<l  to  i'Vanklin  townslilp. 
DeKalb  countv.  Indiana,  where  they  boitfrht  ri  farm  and  there  thev  lived 
until  the  last  three  years  of  the  father's  lite.  Ihe  latter  was  a  hfelong  far- 
mer and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  aU  who  knew  him.  His  death 
occurred  on  April  10^  190$,  at  te.age  of  seventy-eii^  years,  Ms  wife  dying 
on  November  19.  1904.  stt  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  Both  were  menw 
bers  of  the  Evangelical  church  and  Mrs.  Dannells  have  no  children  of 

their  own,  but  out  of  the  kindnes:^  f>f  thdr  hearts  they  adopted  a  girl,  Alice 
Lantz  by  name,  who  uas  left  an  orjjlian  at  tlie  a^e  of  six  years,  and  was 
thirteen  years  of  age  when  she  enteretl  their  home.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Oyde  J.  Snyder  and  they  live  on  the  Danndls  farm,  to  the  operation  of 
which  they  give  their  personal  attention.  Mrs.  Snyder  is  ^  dattghter  of 
Arthur  and  Martha  (Faust)  Lantc  She  is  tfie  inotlier  of  four  difhiren, 
^lyittis  Arthur,  I^awrencv  Atnos,  Vera  Naomi  and  Glenn  BIber. 
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Political^*  Willis  Dannells  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  Jias  been  active  in 
the  advancement  of  the  party  interests  in  his  county^  being  a  familiar  figure 
in  the  party  councils  and  influential  in  the  oriranization.  In  the  fall  of 
1908  Mr.  Dannell-.  was  (.Icrted  a  mt-mfKr  oi  tlic  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, assuming  the  office  on  Janiuirx  i,  njoij,  and  so  satisfactory  was  hiii 
administratioa  that  in  1910  he  was  again  elected  for  a  three-year  term,  his 
present  term  expiring  on  January  i,  191 5.  To  Mr.  Dannells  is  due  the 
credit  and  responsibility  for  the  new  court  house  just  completed  at  Aubunu 
for  when,  during  his  first  term,  the  questimi  of  a  new  court  house  had  been 
agitated,  an<!  it  wa>;  kuiAvn  iliat  there  was  some  o|)jM)«ition  to  it  on  account 
of  the  additional  ta.xc--  which  it  would  entail,  and  rvheii  tlu-  cuicstiun  of  de.- 
ciding  the  matter  canie  up  to  the  iK)ar«.l,  a  retiring  meniiier  of  the  lx>ard  who 
had  no  political  |x>sition  at  ^ke  stood  for  the  improvement,  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  board  refused  to  vote  either  way  and  it  was  left  for  Mr.  Dannells 
to  decide.  He  met  the  issue  fairly  and  Mptarely,  and.  true  to  his  honest  con- 
victi(jns  in  the  matter,  voted  for  the  new  building,  regardless  of  whether  the 
act  wotild  prove  popular  or  nf»t.  The  court  house  been  Imilt  and  i<  uni- 
versally pronounced  an  unusually  fine  htiildinsf,  one  of  which  the  county 
should  be  justihai>ly  proud,  a  special  feature  of  this  Iniilding  being  its  nalurul 
Ughting  facilities,  which  are  tmusually  excellent  for  so  la^e  a  building.  The 
decorations  and  interior  finishings  of  the  building  are  also  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  remainder  of  the  structure,  and  the  enterprise  as  a  whole  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  conunissioners  and  particularly  Mr.  Dannells,  who  was 
closely  in  tnncli  with  the  erection  of  the  building  throughout  the  work.  He 
is  a  splendid  exatn]!lf  of  the  virile,  progressive,  self-made  nwin  who  Ix'lieves 
in  doing  well  whatever  is  worth  doing  at  all,  a  rnan  of  keen  discernment  and 
sound  judgment,  and  therefore  he  cii,io\  s  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the 
entire  commtmity  in  whidi  he  li/es. 


ELLSWORTIjl  A.  EAKRIGHT. 

Though  nature  affords  excellent  opportunities  for  the  carrying  on  pf 
certain  lines  of  labor  in  every  Iocalit\  .  llu  ie  is  yet  demanded  of  any  man  great 
industry  and  diligence  if  he  succeeds  in  business.  C ouii)etition  makes  bini  ])ut 
forth  his  best  efforts  and  it  requires  great  care  to  contiuct  any  business  enter- 
prise along  profitable  lines.  This  is  especially  true  in  farming  and  from  the 
time  of  earliest  spring  planting  until  the  crops  are  harvested  the  fanner's  life 


DBKAIA-COUMTy^  INDIANA^ 


715 


is.  A  busy  one.  Even  through  the  winter  months  he.  prepares*  ior  the  labors  of 
the  coming  year  and  thus  lays  the  foundation  of  his  success.  Ellsworth  A. 
Eakright  is  <Hie  of  the  wide-awake  uid.  progressive  agriculturists  of  DeKalb 

county,  his  home  being  in  Wilmington  tow  ii>hii)  He  now  owns  the  old  liak- 
rjofht  honu'>.tcad,  comprismg  one  htindred  and  ten  norrs,  and  i-;  ntmibered 
anioTip  tlic  Mil)stantial.  pronfressivf  and  <  nterprt^inji^  ;iL;ncuhiiri>t>  nt  l>is  com- 
niuniiy.  Mr.  Eakright  \va.^  horn  in  W  liniington  township,  DcKalb  county, 
Indiana,  on  September  20,  1870,  and  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Susanna 
(Miller)  Eakright.  the  former  a  native  of  Stark  county,  Ohk>,  and  the  latter 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  John  J.,  Sarah  A.,, 
Edward  \\^.  deceased.  Mary  E.  and  Ellsworth  A.  Both  parents  are  now 
deceased.  The  subject' =;  father  canif  to  Indiana  from  Ohio,  settling  in  the 
woods  in  pioneer  days  when  wiltl  game  was  seen  on  every  hand  and  when 
his  playmates  were  the  Indian  lx)ys,  tlie  red  men  r>ot  yet  having  left  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  The  subject's  mother  did  not  see  a  white  woman's  face 
for  eighteen  months  after  her  arrival  in  this  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  to  which  pursuit  he  has  given  liis  at- 
tention during  all  of  his  active  years  with  the  exception  of  about  twelve 
years  when  he  spent  his  u  inters  a*;  n  teacher.  He  was  very  sneeesstnl  in  this 
vocation  and  his  services  were  in  great  demand  wlierever  a  high  standard  of 
educational  excellence  was  required.  Mr.  Eakright  luul  attended  the  Tri- 
State  Normal  School  at  Angola,  Tndiana,  a  year  and  was  thus  well  prepared 
for  this  work.  He  is  a  man  of  wide  general  information,  being  a  dose  reader 
and  a  keen  observer  and  is  a  most  companionable  and  entertaining  gentleman 
to  converse  with.  He  carries  on  cfcneral  farming  and  in  connection  with  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  he  gi\es  some  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of 
Duroc-Jersey  hogs  and  has  a  number  of  fine  dairy  cows,  the  product  of  which 
he  sells.  In  everything  to  which  he  turns  his  attention  Mr.  Eakright  has  met 
with  well-deserved  success  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  enjoyed  a  high 
reputation  among  his  fellow  agriculturists  in  this  section  of  the  county. 

On  June  27,  1897,  Mr.  Eakright  married  Etta  Mctcalf.  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  D.  and  Katherine  fSeibert)  Mctcalf  ^^^  Metcalf  was  a  resident 
of  Ohio,  where  he  followed  farming  and  wlierc  he  was  a  man  of  considerable 
prominence  in  his  community.  He  eventually  moved  to  Indiana,  whdre-  he 
also  fdlowed  agricultural  pursuits.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs:  Eakright' have  been 
bom  two  children,  William  tk)rsey  and  Mary  Ruth,  both  of  whom  are  at 
honve..  Mr.  Eakright  W  long  been  interested  in  local  public  affairs  and' in 
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1900^  aad  agim  in  1910^  avrwd  n  census  cMtnumtor,  m  Nttwvitts  tvwMkip 
die  fifst  time  atid  Wtlmington  township  «t  IIk  Ittt  ceosw.  PoUticattf,  Im  is 

an  earnest  fnipporter  of  the  Republican  party,  to  the  success  of  which  he  has 
contributed  l)y  his  personal  efFort*-  and  is  hhn  a  faithful  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  ihurrli,  to  tlic  support  ot  wImcH  he  contributes.  As  a  famwr 
Mr.  Eakright  has  no  particular  fads,  but  is  progressive  and  understands  the 
vahK  srising  from  {ceding^  the  products  of  his  farm  «o  stock  instead  of  sriling 
it  off,  to  the  gradual  impoveridiineat  of  the  land.  An  alert  husiness  maa  and 
a  progressi\e  and  discrimtnating  farmer,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
he  has  attaincil  a  liijjh  dcpree  of  success  in  connection  with  the  great  basic  in- 
dustry  of  aj^riculture,  and  ho  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  envial)le  standing 
which  he  enjoys  in  the  community  which  he  hcmors  with  his  citizenship. 


W.  H.  hOREST.  .. 

In  touching  upon  the  life  history  of  the  subject  of  this  ^et<ii  the  writer 
aims  to  avoid  fulsome  encomium  and  extravagant  i»tiise;  yet  he  desires  to 
hold  up  for  consideration  those  facts  which  have  shown  the  distinction  of  a 

true,  tiscful  and  honorable  life — a  life  characterized  by  perseverance,  e^e^o;^■. 
broad  ciiarity  and  well  (U'ftned  purpose  To  do  this  will  be  but  to  reiterate 
the  dictum  pron«)unce<,i  u|m)Ii  ilic  man  by  the  people  who  have  known  him  so 
long  and  well,  for  the  subject  presents  in  his  career  an  interesting  study  of 
the  manner  in  which  adherence  to  principle  and  sturdy  endeavor  may  win 
worthy  distincticm. 

W.  H.  Forrest  was  born  in  Huntington  county.  Peimsylvariia,  cm  Oc- 
tober 5.  1849.  the  son  nf  Tames  and  Margaret  (.Aston)  Forrest,  bntb  of 
whom  wen-  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  stale.  Tames  Forrest  caitie  to  Ohio 
from  Pennsylvania,  settling  on  the  farm,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  also  spent  the  remain<for  of  her  life 
in'that  state,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  They  were  die  puvnts  of 
eight  children,  Maria,  John,  James,  Margharctta,  Joseph  Benton,  Chven.  Wil- 
son aad  Wallace,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  except  Joseph  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

W  H  FnrrcKt  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio 
and  tlien  took  up  the  trade  of  a  plasterer,  which  he  followed  during  all  his 
active  years.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  thirty  acres  of  land  and  is  titinf  pne- 
ticaHy  a  lefcired  life.   He  came  to  Indiana  in  r88i,  setting  first  at  Btttlcr, 
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where  he  followed  his  trade  as  a  plasterer  for  two  years,  and  then  moved  to 
his  farm  in  Wilmington  township,  where  for  twelve  years  he  devoted  him- 
self to  its  operation,  and  in  which  he  met  with  the  most  pronounced  s(icc«^ss, 
so  that  at  the  end  of  the  period  named  lie  was  justified  in  selling  the  propt-rty 
and  in  buying  his  present  comfortable  home  at  Moore,  wht:ie  Imh  is  now  living 
retired  from  active  affairs  and  enjojring  that  rest  which  his  former  y«ars  of 
labor  so  ridify  entitle  him  to. 

On  November  3,  1881,  Mr.  Forrest  was  married  to  Margaret  A.  Moore, 
who  was  born  on  January  i,  in  DcKalh  county,  Indiana,  the  daughter 

of  Aaron  D.  and  Rebecca  { Caldwell )  Moore.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  Ahiore  family  history  is  given  somewhat  in  detail 
in  the  sketch  of  John  Moore,  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  For- 
rest have  been'faom  two  diiidren,  namely:  Rebecca;  who  married  Otis  W. 
LoiitBCiUiiser»  of  Moore,  Intliana,  and  Huiy  have  one  diild,  Violet;  Ethd,. 
who  becanK  the  wife  of  Fred  Oiler,  of  Moore,  Indiana,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Forrest 

Politically,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  to  which  he  has  ever  been  loyal,  though  he  has  been  too  busy  a  man  to 
give  much  attention  to  public  affairs  and  has  never-  held  public  office  of  any 
nature.  Throughout  an  active  and  interesting  career  duty  has  ever  been  his 
motive  of  action  and  usefulness  to  his  fellow  men  not  by  any  m«ins  a  sec- 
ondary consideration.  He  has  |)erfonned  well  his  jiart  in  life  and  it  is  a 
compliment  worthily  l>esto\ved  tn  <^;vy  that  DeKalb  county  is  lionorcd  by  his 
citizenship,  for  he  has  aciiieved  sncress  llirongh  his  own  i^'tTorl-;  and  h  \\v<y- 
oughly  deserving  of  the  proud  American  title  of  self-matic  man,  the  term 
being  one  that  in  its  better  sense  can  not  but  appeal  to  the  loyal  admiration  of 
all  who  are  appreciative  of  our  national  institutions  and  the  privileges  afforded 
for  indtvidoal  acconiplishment. 


JAMES  PROVINES.. 

h'ealty  to  facts  in  the  an:itv7.ntion  of  the  (bararter  of  a  citizen  of  the 
type  of  Jamei;  Provines  is  all  that  is  required  tu  make  a  bi<')graphical  sketch 
interesting  to  those  who  have  at  heart  the  good  name  of  the  community,  be- 
cause it  is  the  honorable  reputation  of  the  man  of  standing  and  affairs,  more 
than  any  other  consideration,  that  gives  character  and  stabili^  to  the  body 
politic  and  makes  the  true  j^ry  of  a  city  or  state  revered  at  home  and  re^ 
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spccted  abroad.  In  ihc  broad  light  which  things  of  good  repute  ever  invite, 
the  name  and  cha meter  of  Mr.  Frovines  stand  revealetl  and  secure  and, 
though  of  modest  demeanor,  with  no  amljition  u>  <listinguish  him.self  in  public 
position  or  as  a  leader  nf  men,  his  career  been  signally  honoral^le  and  it 
may  be  studied  with  profit  by  the  youth  entering  upon  his  life  work. 

James  Provines  was  bom  in  Wayne  cotmty,  now  Ashland  county.  Ohio, 
on  January  7,  1846.  and  is  the  son  of  .\k\ander  and  Dorcas  (Adcims) 
Provines,  the  former  I)orn  in  Pennsylvania  on  January  31.  1818.  and  the  lat- 
ter in  Ohio  on  January  15,  1820.  On  the  maternal  side  the  subject  is  of 
Scotch-Irisli  (.xtraction,  and  his  maternal  grandfa<hcr.  Hugh  Adams,  wa-^  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  l8iJ.  Hugh  Adams  was  Ixjrn  in  county  Down,  ire- 
land,  about  1785.  and  when  he  was  but  three  months  old  his  jmrents 
brought  their  family  to  America.  The  subject'^  i^andparents  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  were  of  good  Scotch-Irish  <ttock  and  came  .to  American  late  in 
eighteenth  century. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  receive<l  a  goinl.  practical  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  home  county  and  afterward*;  enj^aged  in  teaclnng  ior 
five  terms.  After  completing  his  ciiucation  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
at  which  he  employed  himself  until  he  had,  by  the  most  r^fid  economy  and 
good  management,  succeeded  in  saving  enough  money  with  which  to  buy 
a  farm,  since  which  time  he  has  made  agriculture  his  life  work.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres 
in  Tackson  township,  and  also  owns  somt*  good  town  proixrtv  Prugres- 
sivr  and  cnter|irisin}^^  in  his  nu-lh<ids,  he  lia>  steadily  and  |>erhistently  fullnw- 
ed  out  advanced  ideas  in  relation  to  agriculture,  with  the  result  that  he  has 
been  able  to  realize  very  gratifying  returns  for  his  hbOTS.  In  April.  1864, 
Mr.  Provines  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  K.  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until 
Octol>er.  1864.  when  he  \\  a>  given  an  honorable  discharge  and  was  mustered 
out.  The  greater  part  of  his  service  was  as  nurse  in  hospitals,  in  which  he 
rendered  good  service  to  his  lountry.  ' 

Politically,  .Mr.  Pn/vines  has  been  identihe<l  with  the  Re|mblican  jiarty 
ever  since  attaining  his  majority  until  the  Chicago  convention  of  191 2,  when 
he  severed  his  connection  with  the  old  party  and  aligned  himself  with  the 
Progressive  party.  He  has  never  held  public  office,  though  he  has  been 
honored  by  his  party  with  the  nomination  for  representative  and  county 
treasurer.  He  was  a[>iKtinted  county  ditch  superintendent,  holding  the  po- 
sition lor  .several  years,  but  has  never  been  aiubitioiis  for.  public  . oftke-  . 
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On  Novemf>er  ii,  1869,  Mr.  Provines  niarrieti  Helen  Woolsey,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Maria  (Sciidder)  Woolsey,  of  Delaware  county. 
New  York,  and  who  came  to  DeKalh  county  in  1848,  locating:  on  the  farm 
that  the  subject  now  owns.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frovines  have  been  bom 
three  children,  Frank  A.,  Mary  £.  and  Perry  M.,  all  of  whom  are  married 
and  living  in  DeKalb  county.  Mrs.  Hden  Provines  died  on  Febroary  24, 
1896.  She  was  a  lady  of  splendid  qtialittes  of  character,  beloved  1^  all 
who  knew  her. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Provines  belongs  to  the  Free  anti  .Accepted  Masons, 
the  Kniglits  of  Pythias,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repuljlic  and  Patrons  of 
Industry,  and  is  deeply  iiiiereated  in  the  workings  of  these  various  or- 
ganizations. Mr.  Provines  possesses  a  social  nature  and  by  his  genial  and 
kindly  attitude  with  those  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  he  has  won  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  everyone. 


SAMUEL  M.  HIGH. 

The  history  of  the  Hoosier  state  is  not  an  ancient  one.  !t  is  the  record 
of  the  steady  growth  of  a  community  planted  in  the  wilderness  in  the  last 
century  and  reacliing  its  magnitude  of  today  without  other  aids  tlian  tho.se 
of  continued  industry.  Each  county  has  its  share  in  the  story.  After  all, 
the  histofy  of  a  state  is  but  a  record  of  the  doings  of  its  people,  among 
whom  the  pioneers  and  their  sturdy  descendants  occupy  phces  of  no  sec- 
ondary importance.  The  story  of  the  plain,  common  people  who  constitute 
the  hone  and  sinew  of  the  state  should  ever  attract  the  attention  and  prove 
of  interest  to  a1!  true  lovers  of  their  kind.  In  the  life  story  of  the  gentleman 
who.sc  name  heads  lliis  sketch  there  arc  no  striking  chapters  or  startling 
incidents,  but  it  is  merdy  the  record  of  a  life  true  to  its  highest  ideals  and 
fraught  with  much  that  should  stimulate  the  youth  just  starting  in  the  workl 
as  an  independent  factor. 

Samuel  M.  High  was  born  .\ugitst  24.  1855.  in  Jackson  township,  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  \.  (Henderson)  High.  The  mother  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  while  the  father  was  bom  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  came  to 
DeKalb  county  at  the  early  date  of  1846.  The  battle  to  subdue  the  wilder- 
ness then  being  fought  in  this  section  of  the  state  was  entered  into,  by  these 
wordiy  pioneers,  and  Hettyt  -widi  others  of  that  peHodj  laid  the  foundations 
'for  tlM  wonderful  prosperity  that  has.come  to  this.scctk>n  of  the-  ^te.,.,. , 
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To  Peter  and  Sarah  High  were  born  three  children :  Mrs.  Ledtia  Shear 
lives  in  Auburn,  Folctus?  A.  is  deceased:  Sanniel  M.  The  subject's  father 
di«d  December  26,  1888,  aiid  his  tnotiier  on  Deccuiber  4,  1904. 

Tlie  carijr  cdncatim  of  fhe  subject  of  this  sketch  was  aoinired  in  the 
DcKalb  county  cotmnoii  schools.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
tait^t  school,  his  services  as  an  educator  extending  over  a  period  of  ahnoet 
twenty-five  years.  He  madi-  all  the  improvements  on  his  place,  including  a 
good  house,  substamial  bain,  etc.  He  is  now  livings  on  the  old  home  place, 
and  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  splendid  land,  on  which 
he  is  doing  general  farming,  at  which  vocation  he  has  been  more  than  usually 
socoessfttl. 

On  July  30,  18^,  the  subject  of  thu  review  was  married  to  Rosa  A. 
Philips,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Philips,  he  a  native  of  Ohio  and  she 
of  Pennsylvania.  As  a  result  of  this  union  one  child  was  bom,  Julius,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  •^even  years. 

Mr.  High  is  a  inciiilxrr  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  to  which 
he  gives  an  active  and  generous  support,  having  been  trustee  for  many  years, 
while  the  Democratic  party  enjoys  his  unswerving  allegiance.  He  was  trustee 
of  Jackson  township  from  1900  until  1905,  and  is  on  the  advisory  hoard  at 
the  present  time. 


TRUMAN  W.  GRAY. 

De.>cen<led  from  honored  anc-e>try  and  himself  numbered  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  IX-Kalb  county.  Indiana,  the  sr.bjci  t  ni  this  sketch  is  cn- 
titlt'd  In  Specific  recoirnition  in  .1  work  of  lliis  charactt-r.  .\  residence  in  this 
county  ot  many  years  has  but  streiij^thene<l  his  hold  on  the  liearts  ui  the 
people  with  whom  he  lias  been  associated,  and  today  no  one  here  enjoys  a 
larger  circle  of  warm  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  esteem  him  because 
of  his  sterling  qualities  of  character  and  his  business  ability. 

Truman  W.  Gray,  one  of  tbc  most  resi)ected  citizens  and  successful 
farmers  in  l-airfield  township,  was  born  March  iR.  1824.  not  far  from  Black 
Rock.  New  York,  and  is  a  .son  of  John  and  Julia  (Rowland)  Gray,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
daughter  of  Luke  Rowlan<l.  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  who  lived  to  he 
one  hundred  years  of  age.  J  dm  and  Jt^a  Gray  moved  from  N«w  ¥f»k  to 
Ashland  county,  Ohio,  when  the  subject  was  a  yoaag  fed,  and  when  the 
latter  was  but  eleven  years  old  his  father  died,  fesving  his  widow  tie  a»e  at 
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a  son  and  six  daughters.  Because  of  the  iiwderate  linancial  circumstances 
of  the  family,  Tntman  \va«  oompt.'llc(i  u>  talsc  a  man's  place  efirly  in  life,  and 
was  conseiiucntly  denied  t'ne  educational  advantai^es  for  wliicli  In-  was  am- 
bitious. His  rtrst  work  was  as  a  fann  hand  and  he  was  also  employed 
for  a  time  in  a  tannery.  Eventually  he  moved  to  Mercer  county.  Ohio,  and 
boitght  eighty  acres  of  land,  whidi  at  that  time  was  totally  vntmproved.  He 
erected  the  first  house  and  bam  on  the  place.  To  the  cultivatioii  and  im- 
provement of  that  farm  he  devoted  the  best  years  of  his  early  h"fe  and  re- 
mained (here  tmtil  November,  187 1,  when  lie  rame  to  DcKalb  count v,  arriv- 
ing; here  on  November  14th,  and  locatinjj  on  a  farm  lie  had  hous^ht  in  section 
35,  Fairlield  township.  He  had  thns  been  a  resident  ot  .Mercer  county, 
Ohio,  for  about  twenty-four  years,  and  has  resided  here  forty-two  years. 
The  trip  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  was  a  long  and  tedious  one,  the  family  driving 
through  in  wagons,  four  days  being  consumed  on  the  road,  during  which  it 
rained  and  on  the  last  day  snowed  heavily,  so  that  the  members  of  the  little 
party  were  well  cliilled  before  tbcv  reached  a  C( >ui fortaMe  fireside.  Thev 
rirst  rented  a  house  three-* piarters  of  a  mile  from  tlieir  t'arni  on  (lie  S(|uires 
place,  where  they  remained  until  they  bought  tlie  farm  later  in  the  winter- 
Mr.  Gray  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land,  which 
is  as  well  im[»t>ved  as  any  farm  in  the  locality,  there  being  two  residence 
houses  on  the  farm,  the  one  in  which  he  now  resides  being  built  in  It 
is  commodious  and  convenictit  and  was  built  according  to  Mrs.  dray's  ideas. 
Durin;^  the  past  two  years  the  farm  has  been  rented,  though  Mr.  Gray  still 
lives  in  the  home  built  by  him. 

While  a  resident  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  Truman  (iray  was  married 
to  Susan  Springer,  who  was  bom  in  .that  county,  the  daughter  of  Johann  and 
Elixabeth  Springer,  who  were  of  good  old  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock  and 
respected  residents  of  their  community.  Mrs.  Gray  proved  to  her  husband  a 
true  helpmate  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term  and  to  her  he  attrib- 
utes much  of  tlie  <;ucces>  which  accompanied  bis  efforts  in  his  new  ht»me. 
Mrs.  Gray  died  on  February  J\.  M)0J.  To  these  |).irents  were  horn  six 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  comprising  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Herbert  died  at  the  age  of  three  and  one-half  years ;  Ida 
Josq>hine  died  when  about  six  months  old;  lona  married  Douglas  Dudgeon, 
and  died  some  time  during  tiie  seventies;  John  Henry,  who  was  bom  on 
November  7,  1853,  ^  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  is  the  only  one  of  the  children 
now  living.  He  never  married,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  with  his  father 
(46) 
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and  is  his  companion  now.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 
Truman  (iray  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  was  raised  to 
the  degree  of  Master  Mason  at  Willshire,  Ohio,  and  in  the  workings  of 
which  he  has  always  been  an  appreciative  participant.  His  has  been  a  long 
and  well  spent  life,  characterized  by  hard  labor  and  persistent  toil,  and  now, 
in  the  golden  sunset  of  his  years,  he  can  look  backward  over  a  career  over 
which  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong,  and  which,  in  the  main,  has  been 
full  of  joy  and  happiness,  for  he  is  a  man  who  sees  the  best  in  everything,  and 
who  has  by  his  own  inflxience  and  effort  contributed  in  a  measure  to  the  hap- 
piness and  well  Ix-iiig  of  thuse  about  him.  In  every  relation  of  life  he  has 
been  true  to  his  highest  ideals  and  his  daily  life  has  been  such  as  to  win  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  Icnow  him. 


HENRY  YARUE. 

I'he  ofifice  of  biograi^y  is  not  to  give  voice  to  a  man's  modest  opinion 
of  himself  and  his  acconiplishnients.  I)ut  rather  to  leave  upon  the  rec<»rd  the 
verdict  establishing  his  character  by  the  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
his  neighbors  and  tellmv  cui/ens.  In  toiichinLj  i!]Hin  tlie  life  history  nt  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  the  writer  aims  to  avoid  iulsome  encomium  and  cxtraxa- 
gant  praise :  yet  he  desires  to  hold  up  for  consideration  those  facts  which 
have  shown  the  distinction  of  a  true,  useful  and  honorable  life — life 
characterized  by  ])erseverance,  energy,  broad  charity  and  welt-de5ncd  pur- 
pose. To  do  this  will  be  l)ut  to  reiterate  the  dictmn  pronounced  niion  the 
man  by  the  |)eople  who  have  known  him  long  and  well. 

Henry  Yarde  was  born  on  February  13.  1859.  on  a  farm  one  mile  north 
of  Garrett.  Indiana,  and  i>  the  son  of  John,  Jr.,  and  Lydid  (Ilouser)  Yardc. 
He  is  descended  frc»n  good  old  English  stock,  his  paternal  grandfather. 
John  Yarde,  Sr..  having  been  bom  in  Devtmshire,  England,  on  March  12. 
1805.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  a  child  and  he  was  reared  by  his 
mother's  sister  and  given  a  collegiate  education.  \t  "Seventeen  years  of  age 
he  began  teaching,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  year  and  a  half  in  the 
grocery  business,  followed  that  v<xation  for  thirty-rtve  years.  He  married 
Mary  Symonds.  a  native  of  Devonshire,  and  to  them  were  bom  twelve 
children,  eleven  daughters  and  a  son.  tn  August,  1852,  Mr.  Yarde  came 
with  his  family  to  the  United  States  and  lived  in  Summit  county  about  one 
month,  when  he  came  to  DeKalb  ootuity.  Indiana,  where  he  bought  fifty 
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acres  of  unimproved  land.  Having  the  use  of  only  one  hand,  the  burden 
of  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  the  land  fell  to  hi^^  ^on.  Jolm,  Jr., 
then  only  sixteen  yc.irs  of  age.  Mr.  Yarde.  Sr.,  was  a  nicinber  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  tliurtli,  and  a  kei)iil)liiua  in  his  political  views.  John 
Yarde,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  Devonshire,  England,  on  November  17,  1836.  His 
•early  life  was  spent  in  school  atid  before  sixteen  years  of  age  he  had  taught 
seventeen  months  of  school  He  was  successful  in  his  life's  business  pur- 
suit and  eventually  became  the  owner  uf  a  large  tract  of  line  land.  He 
was  married  on  October  10,  1858,  to  Eydia  N.  Houser,  a  native  of  W  ayne 
county,  Ohio,  who  was  hc^rn  on  July  20.  1H4J.  and  was  the  dau<jl)ter  of 
David  and  Rebecca  Houser,  and  lu  them  were  born  six  children,  Martha, 
Frank,  David,  Nettie,  Henry  and  Bertha.  John  Yarde,  Jr.,  died  on  May 
19,  1900.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Episcc^  church  and  highly  respected 
in  the  community.  Of  the  children  enumerated  above,  Martha  iK'came  the 
wife  of  William  Imler  and  lives  west  of  Garrett ;  Frank  lives  in  the  south- 
western part  (»f  Key.ser  townshij);  David  lives  one  mile  north  of  (iarrett; 
Nettie  is  the  wife  of  (leorge  Kelham,  and  lives  in  Xohle  count).  Indiana: 
Henry  lives  on  the  home  farm  one  mile  north  of  Garreit,  and  Bertha  is  tiie 
wife  of  Ira  Grogg,  of  Butler  township.  The  mother  of  these  children  still 
lives  on  the  home  farm. 

Henry  Varde.  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  there,  having  early  assumed  its  man- 
ac^ement  and  operation.  .\t  the  time  of  his  father's  death  the  estate  rnn  ^imted 
to  six  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  and  had  been  imiiroved  to  a  degree  which 
made  it  one  of  the  best  fanns  in  DeKalb  county.  In  addition  to  the  paternal 
estate,  Mr.  Warde  is  the  owner  of  a  fann  adjoining  the  home  place,  to  which 
he  has  also  gpven  close  attention  and  which  he  has  developed  into  a  splendid 
estate.  The  residence  in  which  Mr.  ^'arde  lives  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  this  community,  being  a  large  hriek,  slate  roofed  and  \\\{h  an 
ohservatory  tower,  and  the  surroundings  are  in  hannnny  with  the  character 
of  the  home,  the  well  kept  hedge  along  the  front  of  the  farm,  rows  of  ever- 
green trees  and  other  tasteful  improvements  giving  tlie  j)lace  an  air  of  pros- 
perity and  dieer  and  welcome  which  is  attractive  to  the  passerby. 

In  Mardi,  1894,  Mr.  Yarde  was  married  to  Ida  Ober,  the  dau0tter  of 
Levi  and  Betsey  Ober.  To  them  have  been  l)om  seven  children.  Merritt, 
Ruth.  Ralph.  T.\clia,  Mary,  Rosa  and  Frank  Mr.  Yarde  is  rccognired  a"?  a 
•man  of  strong  and  alert  mentality,  deeply  interested  in  everything  i)ertaining 
to  the  advancement  of  the  community  along  material,  civic  and  moral  lines. 
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and  is  known  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  reiirestrntative  men  of  the  county. 
Because  of  his  genial  disposition  and  progressive  spirit,  he  has  earned  and 
retains  to  an  eminent  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  have  had 
acquaintance  with  htm. 


LEVI  ROLAND. 

Thr  gciitlcnian  of  whoni  tlie  hioj^rapher  now  writes  is  \vi<lely  known  as 
one  of  the  hoimn-d  pioneers  of  DcKnlb  county  .'ind  for  nwr  a  half  century  he 
has  been  a  vahietl  factor  in  tlic  (ievel<»pment  of  the  same,  pK  iminentfy  identi- 
fied with  the  varied  interests  of  his  coinnumity.  His  well-thrected  enerfjies 
in  the  practical  alTatrs  of  life,  his  capable  management  of  his  own  business  in- 
terests and  his  sound  judgment  have  demonstrated  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  the  man  of  energy  and  ambition,  iVho,  jK-rsevering  often  hi  the  face  of 
seemingly  insurmoimtable  obstacles,  proves  that  he  is  the  possessor  of  those 
innate  ((uaHties  that  never  fail  to  bring  success  if  properly  directed,  aS  they 
liave  evidently  been  in  tlie  case  of  Roland. 

Ivcvi  K»jlan«l  was  born  on  Scpltniljvr  22,  1848.  in  Stark  coimiy,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Susan  ( Stoner)  Rolahd,  These  partnti  were 
natives  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  they  moved  to  Ohio 
in  pioneer  days,  where  the  father  died  shortly  prior  to  the  subject's  birth. 
The  mother  then  married  Philip  Texter  and  in  1865  moved  to  DeKalh 
county.  Her  husband  also  was  a  native  of  the  old  Keystone  state.  Tlie  sub- 
ject's mother  was  mrirried  three  times,  first,  to  a  Mr.  T.inis^er,  hv  which 
union  was  born  one  child.  To  Mr.  Roland  and  herself  were  born  two  chil- 
dren, the  subject  and  Jacob  S.,  now  deceased,  while  to  her  union  with  Mr. 
Texter  were  bom  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  die  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  only  living  representative  of  the  family.  When  the 
subject's  mother  and  step- father  moved  to  DeKalb  county  they  bought  a 
farm  in  the  nortliern  part  of  Kevser  town-^hif),  where  they  lived  the  rest  of 
their  lives,  tlieir  lionie  Ikmiii;  locateti  in  secliuii  jj.  They  were  members  of  the 
Old  School  l^utheran  clmrch,  and  were  earnest,  indiistri»)us  and  highly  re- 
spected residents  of  their  community. 

Levi  Roland  received  his  education  in  the  pioneer  schools  of  the  day  and 
remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  his  earlier  years  lieing  spent  in  farm 
woric.  On  January  i,  1870,  Mr.  Roland  married  Eunice  ^len  Hathaway, 
who  was  born  on  the  farm  where  she  now  lives,  on  the  north  side  ot  Keyser 
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township.   She  is  the  daughter  of  Albeit  and  Pho^  (Hawk)  Hathaway. 

He;-  fnther  was  bom  in  in  the  northeast  part  of  Olv",  jiot  far  from 
Lake  Mrie.  and  probably  near  Chardon.  He  was  the  son  of  Nathan  Ilatba- 
way.  a  native  of  Maiisachu>ctts.  whn  came  here  with  his  parents  in  Febru- 
ary', 1844.  They  bought  the  jarn)  where  ^Ir.  antl  Mrs.  Roland  ijow  live, 
entering  the  land  from  the  government  soij^e  time  prior  to  their  loci^tion 
here,  jand  at  that  time  tber^  were  suAy  two  bouses  where  now  stands 
the  beautiful  city  of  Auburn,  and  when  Mr.  Hathaway  came  here  and  a^ed 
how  far  it  was  to  Auburn,  he  was  told  that  he  was  standing  in  the  heart  of 
the  city.  Here  the  elder  Hathaways  cleared  and  improved  a  fann  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days.  .Vlljert  llalbwaay  was  one  of  seven  children, 
four  lH)ys  and  three  girls,  by  Ins  father  s  second  marriage.  He  married 
Phoel^e  Hawk,  who  was  burn  in  Adams  coiuity»  Indiana,  Jier  parents  ))eing  of 
good  qM  J^nsylvan^a  D«tf^  ftock^  who  «ai^  fi»fm  ^e>-i^taue  f^te  tR 
OUq,  thep  to  Adanw  county,  Ipdiana.  where  ibcy  S|Ket  Ahe  reiqaio^er  4^ 
Aeir  days  and  died.  AUiert  HatfiaMray  has  lived  ever  since  jon  t^  far^  w^ere 
he  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rolatul  now  live,  comprising  the  tract  entered  In  his 
father  from  the  grnernnient  and  referred  t<^  ab<"ive.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
.'Vlbert  Hatha w.iy  were  Ijorn  eleven  cliildren  w  bo  gr^-w  to  maturity  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy,  while  seven  of  t^ie  dauxl^er*  and  two  of  the  sons  ar/e 
9»M  living.  Mrs.  Eunke  E31«n  Roland,  Mrs.  Hannah  Rebecca  Wu^e,  Mrs. 
Kfary  J.  Brown,  Nathan,  deceased,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  Mrs.  Anna  Char- 
lotte Houser,  Mrs.  Lydia  Mount/..  Silas  \  .  i>f  Tiarrett.  Mrs.  Dt^ilah  Book. 
Mrs.  Stelia  Markins,  and  Calvin,  deceased.  The  mother  of  these  c^f^cn 
passed  away  in  1906,  and  the  father  is  stil!  living  on  the  old  hf>me  farro. 

.\fter  his  m;irriage  Mr.  i^oland  operated  the  Hathaway  fann  for 
about  seven  years  and  then  rented  land  near  by.  In  1899  Ht-  Roland 
bought  a  farm  eatf  of  Auburn,  but  later  sold  it,  and  in  die  fall  otf  ,1913 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  along  the  south  rline  .of  Union 

town^ip.  In  August,  iqio.  he  ino\  ed  in  with  Mrs  Roland's  father  in  order 
to  care  for  the  latter  diu-ing  his  advanced  years.  To  Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  Rolaml 
have  been  born  two  children,  a  son  and  dnii£rhtcr.  Andrev  iVarl  and  X'orman 
Natliaii.  .■Xudrey  Pearl  Ijeeame  the  wiie  of  Kalpl:  ( l.  Hardini^.  and  she  has  a 
daugliter,  Eunice  Edna  Harding.  She  and  her  husband  are  on  tiie  Hatha  way- 
farm  with  her  parents,  Norman  W.  lives  on  the  Krise  fanm  cast  nf  Anbnm. 
He  married  Lulu  Olinger  and  they  have  fonr  children.  Ralph,  Letla,  iNorana 
Madonna  and  a  baby  daughter.  Religiously.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roland  are  Jvem- 
bers  of  the  German  Baptist  or  Brethren  churdi,  in  which  he  has  served  M  a 
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deacon,  and  their  daily  lives  conform  lo  the  crcdl  whicii  tiiey  profess.  Politi- 
cally, Mr.  Roland  is  a  Democrat.  Kind-hearted,  generous  and  tolerant,  they 
have  in  the  largest  sense  of  the  word  earned  the  respect  of  the  community,, 
for  their  lives  have  txcii  siu  h  a-  have  commended  them  to  the  good  opinion  of 

all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Roland  has  not  only  heen  successful  as  a  farmer, 
but  he  has  also  been  active  in  his  efforts  to  .-Hlvrincf  the  wtlfruc  of  the  com- 
munity in  every  way,  and  his  sympathies  are  always  enlisted  on  the  side  of 
the  right. 


DAVID  YARDE. 

Among  ihe  representative  fanners  of  DeKalb  county  is  the  subject  of 
tflis  review,  tvlio  it  the  owner  of  a  fine  landed  eistate-'^'Keyser  township 
and  is  canying  on  the  various  departments  of  hisf  'entei^lse  with  that  dis^ 
cretion  and  energy  which  arc  sure  to  find  their  natural  sequence  in  definite 

sticcess.  having  always  been  a  hard  worker,  a  g<X)d  manager  .ind  a  man  of 
ccftnumical  habitp,  and,  l>cing  fortunately  situated  in  a  thriving  farming 
community,  it  is  no  uoiulcr  that  he  stands  today  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
agriculturists  of  this  favored  locality. 

David  Yard^  who  was  born  on  December  26,  1862,  on  the  old  Coombs- 
fann  in  Richland  township,  DeKalb  coimty,  Indiana,  is  a  son  of  J(An  and 
T.ydia  Ann  (Houser)  Yarde,  old  and  well  known  citizens  of  this  county, 
who  are  reforrcd  tn  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  the  sketch  of  the  .subject's 
brotlier,  Frank  N'arde.  Tliercfrire,  it  will  not  be  neees-ary  to  give  further 
reference  to  the  family  ancestral  history  al  this  point.  David  Yarde  spent 
his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm  in  Richland  township,  and  received  a 
good»  practical  education  in  the  local  schools.  .After  his  marriage  in  1891. 
he  moved  to  and  rented  his  Other's  farm  in  Richland  township,  which -he 
o[K  r  ill  1  until  his  father's  death.  He  then  Iwught  the  farm,  which  con- 
sistetl  uf  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  divided  into  two  plats  of  eights 
acres  and  forty  acres  resi)ectively  Later  he  added  to  this  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  more,  and  still  later  another  tract  of  similar  size  lymg  close 
to  Garrett  on  the  north.  In  addition  to  tiiis  extensive  farm,  Mr.  Yarde  also 
farms  a  twenty-«cre  tract  for  his  mother.  Mr.  Yarde  has  built  many  of 
the  outbuildings  on  the  form,  the  residence  and  barn  having  been  built  by 
his  father.  The  buildings  are  all  up-to-date  and  modern  in  style  and  arrange- 
ment, and  the  farm  in  every  re<;pect  is  kept  up  to  the  most  modem  and  pro- 
gressive ideas  relative  to  successful  agriculture.    Mr.  Y^arde  is  giving  due 
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attention  to  every  detail  of  his  farm*  tnduding  the  drainage,  and  pre^ervatipn 
of  the  timber,  and,  because  of  his  pr<^ressive  tendencies  ^nd  iqdustrious- 
faabits.  he  has  been  enabled  to  achieve  an  enviable  success  in  hjs  wotk,  being* 

nuriibered  amonjEj  the  representative  fanner*:  nf  his  section  of  the  county. 

On  March  iq,  Mr.  Yardc  iiiarncd  Mary  Brechbill.  the  dauefhter 

of  Jacob  and  Sarah  ( Ober)  Brechbill,  who  are  referred  to  specifically  in 
the  sketch  of  H.  R.  Davidson  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yarde  have  been  bora  four  children,  namdy:  Ora,  who  died  oa  September 
3,  1S96,  and  Claude,  Edna  and  Howard,  who  are  at  home.  Politically,  Mr. 
Yarde  is  aflUiated  with  the  Progressive  party,  in  the  sup|)ort  of  which  ..he 
is  enthtisiastic,  and  he  is  interested  in  everything  thai  pertains  to  the  Cf>irimon 
weal.  His  life  history  exhibits  a  career  of  unswer\  int;  intet^rity,  inciefaticfahle 
private  industry  and  wholesome  home  and  social  relations,  a  most  cqmmend- 
able  career  crowned  with  a  gratifying  degree  of  success. 


G.  W.  HANES. 

fhe  success  of  men  in  any  vocation  depends  upon  character  as  well 

as  u]x>n  knowledge,  it  being  a  self-evident  proposition  that  honesty  is  the 
best  |>olicy  In  everv  community'  some  men  are  known  fnr  their  upright 
lives,  strong  common  sense  and  mural  woiih  ratlur  than  fur  their  wealth  or 
political  standing.  Their  neighlM>rii  and  acquaintances  respect  them,  the 
younger  generations  heed  their  examples,  and  when  they  "wrap  the  drapery 
of  ^eir  couches  about  them  and  He  down  to  pleasant  dreams,"  posterity 
listens  with  reverence  to  the  story  of  their  quiet  and  useful  lives.  Among* 
Midi  men  of  a  past  generation  in  Indiana  was  the  late  G.  W.  Hanes,  who> 
was  not  only  a  progressive  man  of  affair*;,  siiecessfirl  in  material  pursuits,  but 
a  man  of  modest  and  unassunnnj^  demeanor,  well  educated,  a  type  of  the 
reliable,  self-made  American,  a  friend  to  the  \x>ot,  charitable  to  the  fault.<^ 
of  his  neighbors,  and  who  always  stood  ready  to  imite  with  them  in  every 
good  woiic  and  in  the  support  of  laudable  public  enterprises.  He  w^  a  man 
who  in  every  respect  merited  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  universally 
hdd,  for  he  was  a  man  of  piddic  spirit,  intellectual  attainments  and  exem- 
plary character. 

G.  W.  Hanes  was  born  May  29,  1828,  and  died  near  Butler,  DeKatb 
coimty,  Indiana,  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1897,  lacking  one  day  of  being 
sixty-nine  ycaia  of  age.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  when  he 
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was  btit  tweln  ^Mfs  of  age  and  wifli  tbcm  tasted  of  th«  Ii«rdthi{M,  strag- 

gk»  and  few  pleaciirvs  of  those  trying  jKoneer  days.  On  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember. 1866,  he  was  united  in  matrlniony  with  Harriet  Altimburg,  dauf^ter 
of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Latson)  Altcnhiir^'.  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  To 
this  uniotn  were  horn  eig^ht  rhilflron,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
seven  surviving  ciiiidren  were  witii  bun  at  the  time  of  bis  death  and  during 
the  long  last  ithicss  administaing  to  His  trants  with  loving  handi^ 

Itt  lltl  My  days  the  Mibject  tat^t  school  and  subsequently  entered  the 
dairy  business  with  his  brother,  at  which  he  was  very  !«ucceMfti.  He  was  a 
good  n>an  in  all  thai  term  implies,  and  was  honored  and  re.spocrcd  T»y  hi* 
neicrhhors  and  associates,  who  frequently  solidted  his  sonnd  advice  on  mat- 
ters of  business. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Hanes  was  quite  proniinent  in  tire  Odd  Petkfws  lodge, 
having  bdonged  to  ^  order  at  Bntfer,  Lodge  No.  282  and  Encampment 
No.  160^  for  about  twenty^eight  years,  during  whidi  time  he  was  active  in 

j>romoting  the  growth  of  that  fratertiity 

Tlie  (.liildrtMi  I  nri)  to  Mr.  and  Mr"-.  Hant-s  were  as  foll()\\«^:  Cameron 
R..  of  Chicago:  .Sarah  Iv.  the  wife  nf  CliarUs  HcfTelfinijcr,  of  (  liu-a<r(>;  Mary 
Ella,  the  wife  of  VV.  U.  Gardner,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin:  Pearl,  deceased; 
Wilmetta,  the  wife  of  Milton  Wagoner,  of  Goshen.  Indiana:  Attenbwg.  of 
Waterloo,  this  county :  Carleton.  at  home :  Clara,  who  lives  with  her  mother, 
was  married  on  November  25.  1909.  to  Eston  McCagtie.  who  was  bom  June 
3,  1880.  in  Waterloo,  this  county. 

Mr'!.  Hanes  and  family  still  own  the  home  farm,  comprisinij  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  «)f  land,  one  hundred  of  which  are  tillable,  and  here 
they  carry  on  general  farnnng  and  stock  raising. 


GliOKGE  SH.\FFER. 

DeKalb  county  figures  as  one  of  the  most  attractive,  progresaive  and 
prosperous  divisions  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  justly  claiming  a  high  order 
of  citizenship  and  a  spirit  of  enterprise  which  is  certain  to  conserve  devel(»i>- 
ment  and  mnrktd  achanccment  in  tlu-  material  upbiiildini:  t.f  tlie  ^ectinn 
The  countv  has  been  and  is  ^ii^nall}  favurcd  in  the  class  of  nun  who  have 
controlled  its  affairs  in  official  capjuity,  and  in  this  connection  the  subject 
of  this  review  demands  representation  as  one  who  is  serving  his  community 
well  in  a  position  of  distinct  trust  and  responsibility.  For  many  years  recog- 
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niced  as  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  this  locality,  Mr.  Schaflfer  has 
for  a  number  of  years  been  retired  from  active  tabor  and  is  now  spending 

his  years  in  his  comfortable  and  attractive  hoine  in  Corunna. 

(k-orgc  Shaffer  was  horn  on  August  31,  1S60,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
and  IS  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  t^Luttman)  Shaffer,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  These  parents  were  reared  and  educated  in 
the  old  Keystone  state  and  were  tliere  married,  after  which  event  they  came 
to  Ohio,  whence,  after  a  residence  of  about  ten  years,  they  came  to  DeKalb 
county,  settling  in  Richland  township  on  April  i,  1864.  Here  they  spent  the 
balance  of  their  lives,  the  father  engaging  in  lilacksmithing,  in  which  he  was 
vePf'  successful.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Martin, 
Mary.  David.  Katlurinc.  George.  Bail  ara.  Lewis,  Elizabeth  and  Ella. 

The  subject  of  this  .sketch  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Richland  townsliip,  thi^  county,  and  upon  attaining  manhood's  years  he 
took  up  the  vocati<m  of  farming,  having  wisely  decided  that  hi  that  voca- 
tion he  would  secure  an  independence  and  a  success  that  was  offered  in  no 
other  line  of  effort.  He  carried  on  a  general  line  of  farming,  in  connection 
with  which  he  a^"  rrr^ed  some  live  stock  and  became  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  ot  splendid  land  n;  Richland  township  which  demanded  his  undivided 
attention  until  1905.  when,  having  amassed  a  sufficient  competency  to  insure 
his  future  years  from  embarrassment,  he  retired  from  active  fife  and  now 
resides  in  Corunna,  to  which  place  he  moved  in  April.  1904. 

On  October  18,  1883,  Mr.  Shaffer  married  Samantha  Harding,  the 
daughter  of  Dimmick  and  Sarah  (  Bike)  Harding,  who  were  eaily  settlers 
in  DcKalb  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  had  no  diildren  of  their  own.  hut 
adojited  a  dau.L^hter.  T,nlu,  vvhci  is  at  home  and  in  whom  they  j^axe  tlie  same 
cheerful  and  loving  attention  that  she  would  have  received  had  she  l>een  their 
own  daughter.  Mrs.  Shaffer  died  on  September  13,  1905. 

Democratic  in  politics,  Mr.  Shaffer  has  for  many  years  been  activrfy 
interested  in  the  success  of  his  party  and  in  1908  was  elected  trustee  of  Rich- 
land township,  which  important  local  office  he  is  filling  to  the  ©ntire  satis- 
faction of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  term  will  expire  in  1915.  In  the  discharge 
of  his  official  (hities,  Mr.  Shaffer  exercises  tlie  same  vijjilance  and  sound 
busineiiS  methods  that  he  followed  in  his  private  affairs  and  is  giving  careful 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  the  township  in  which  he  lives. 

In  every  phase  of  life's  activities  in  which  he  has  engaged  he  has  been 
guided  by  the  highest  motives  and  because  of  his  integrity  and  high  personal 
worth  he  has  earned  the  commendation  of  all  who  know  him. 
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....  HARRY  DIEHL. 

Among  the  prosperous  fanners  and  substantial  citizens  ol  Kqrser  town> 
ship  is  Harry  Dichi,  a  gcnUetnnn  of  high  cliaracter  and  reputation,  whom  to 

know  is  to  esteem  and  honor.    A  quiet,  miostcntatious  man,  who  make  s  liis 
presence  lelt  by  his  notions  rmtl  influence  rather  than  by  conversation  and 
pubhc  acclaim,  he  has  coniriinued  not  a  little  to  the  stabiHly  and  respect  of  ^ 
the  body  politic  and  all  who  know  him  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  his  many 
sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  ^ 

Harry  Diehl  was  bom  on  Decen^r  8»  1869,  in  Indiana  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  son  of  George  and  Nancy  (Ober)  Diehl.  (ieorge  Dichl.  who 
was  a  native  of  C.enuany,  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when 
al)out  f>\c  years  ot  a,i;e,  locating  first  in  Redfonl  county.  Penn.sylvania,  where 
the  fatlier  followed  farming  and  spent  hi-  entire  lite  in  that  state.  He  died 
on  November  22,  1899.  During  the  marriage  ot  deorge  and  Nancy  (Ober) 
Dieht.tljere  were. born  eight  children  as  follows:  Mrs.  Sarah  Olinger,  of 
Keyser  township.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  who  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
G.  F. ;  John,  of  Keyser  township;  Mrs.  Mary  Shaffer,  who  lives  in  Calhoun 
township,  Michigan,  and  who  is  the  mother  of  six  chi!<ircn:  Mr>  Sti'^annn 
Smith  lives  in  Kendallville  and  i-^  the  w  ife  of  l-^aac  ^^^  Smith,  the  minister  of 
the  Christian  church.  Fhey  are  llie  [>arcnts  ot  ftuir  cliildren;  Mrs.  Jennie 
Shumakcr,  who  lives  jn  Harvey  coimty,  Kansas,  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren ;.Lincoln,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania,  is  the  father 
of  t«ro  children;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shumaker,  who  lives  in  Harvey  county, 
Kansas,  is  the  motlier  of  five  children;  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngs 
est  in  order  of  birth. 

Harry  Dich!  was  reared  fn  manhood  in  his  native  cnmmimity  and  in 
1892  came  to  DeKalh  e<iunt\.  Indiana,  where  he  was  employed  at  farm  la1)<»r. 
In  1893  hejwjught  eiglUy  acres  of  land  in  Keyser  township,  formerly  known 
as  the  A.  J.  Bolyard  farm,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  undivided  attention 
and  which  he  has  developed  into  a  fine  and  valuable  farm.  He  erected  an 
attractive  and  well  arranged  residence,  large,  commodious  bam,  and  has  in 
other  wajrs  made  substantial  and  permanent  improvements  on  the  place.  The 
land  was  practical! \  all  cleared  when  he  obtained  it,  so  he  retained  about 
eighteen  acres  of  fine  timlKT  land.  He  carries  on  general  farm  operations, 
raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality,  and  also  gives  some  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  making  a  stibslantial  prc^  in  both  deport- 
ments of  his  work. 
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Oil  October  8,  189(1,  Marry  Hit,!)!  niarritd  l^ura  Shuniakcr,  a  native 
of  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  whose  (leath  occurred  in  1905.  To 
this  union  were  bom  two  children.  Earnest  and  Virgil,  who  died  in  infari^. 
On  October  16,  1907,  Mr.  Diehl  married  Bertha  Olinger,  a  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Kizzia  (Mathias)*01inger,  and  the  fnrits  of  this  union  were  four 
children,  Olive,  Illif,  Ford  and  Glenn.  Politically.  Mr.  Diehl  has  lieen  a 
lift'-lntif,^  Kepnl)lirnn  up  to  the  or^anzation  of  tlu'  Proprrissivc  ]varty  in  1012, 
to  which  he  i^^ave  liis  alles^iance  and  in  which  he  was  enthusiastic  ami  very 
active  during  the  campaign.  He  us  a  man  of  strong  mentality,  keeping  in 
dose  touch  with  the  current  questions  of  the  day,  and  because  of  his  upright 
life,  his  success  and  fine  personal  qulaitie$,  he  is  clearly  entitled  to  the  high 
place  which  he  holds  in  the  minds  of  all  who  know  him. 

Ephraim  Olinger,  the  father  of  IVTrs.  Diehl,  was  bc)rn  in  Stark  county. 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1882.  when  he  came  to  DeKalh  county.  Indiana, 
makin<j  his  residence  here  until  k>04.  He  then  moved  hack  to  Stark  C(nmty 
ajid  now  resides  in  Louisville,  near  Canton,  that  state.  He  has  folloued  agri- 
cultural pursuits  throughout  practically  his  entire  life,  but  is  now  retired  from 
active  work.  His  wife  also  was  a  native  of  Stark  county,  and  to  them  were 
bom  the  following  children:  Ida,  deceased;  Mrs.'  Josephine  Flagler,  wtio'  h 
now  li\'ing  in  Auburn;  Benton,  deceased;  Bertha.  Mrs.  Diehl  and  Mrs.  Lulti 
Roland. 


HENRY  RICE  DAVIDSON. 

An  enumeration  of  the  representative  citilKens  of  DeKalb  county  would 
nf»t  he  complete  without  specific  mention  of  the  well-known  an<!  popular  gen- 
lletnaii  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  A  member  of  one  of  the  old  and 
highly  esteemed  families  of  this  locality  and  for  many  years  a  public-spirited 
man  of  afFah%  he  has  stamped  his  individuality  upon  the  community  and 
added  luster  to  the  honorable  name  which  he  bears,  having  always  beoi  act- 
uated by  a  spirit  of  fairness  in  his  dealings  with  the  world  in  general,  and 
leaving  no  stone  unturned  whereby  he  might  benefit  his  own  conditirn  a< 
well  as  that  of  his  frienfls  and  the  favored  section  of  the  great  commonwealth 
in  which  he  has  been  content  to  sjiend  his  life.  Straightforward  and  unas- 
suming, genial  and  obliging.  Mr.  Davidson  enjoys  the  good  will  and  re.spect 
nf  a  wide  circle  of  friends  throughout  this  part  of  the  state. 

Henry  Rice  Davidson,  a  native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  was  bom  on 
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March  13,  1S65.  His  father.  Henry  Davitlxm.  \\a>  horn  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  Wshop  in  the  church  of  Brethren  of  Christ,  being 
deeply  interested  in  religious  work.  He  attnine*!  to  a  promint-nt  and  infltieu- 
tial  place  in  his  church  and  was  editor  di  tho  cliurch  paper.  Kvcntually  he 
moved  from  I'ennsylvania  to  Michij^aii,  where  he  ix>ught  a  farm  and  fol- 
lowed agricukunti  pcrsuits,  as  wdl  as  preaxrhing.  About  i88t  he  went  to 
Kansas,  where  he  bought  a  farm,  continuing  agriculture.  While  living  in 
Kansas  his  second  wife,  whose  ntaiden  4iame  had  been  Fannie  Rice,  died  in 
1894.  and  shortly  afterwards  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  later 
marrie<I  Katie  Hrenneniati,  a  native  of  Mccluinicslnirg.  He  died  on  March 
^7.  '903,  and  his  widow  is  now  living  at  Hurrishurg,  iVmisylvania.  By  his 
first  marriage  Henry  Davidson  became  the  tatlier  of  five  childrctt,  namely: 
Mrs.  Mary  Yoder.  a  widow  who  now  lives  in  Ohio,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Coup,  also  a  widow,  who  lives  in  Ohio^and  is  the  mother 
of  five  children;  W'illiani.  wlio  is  a  farmer  in  Oliio,  is  married  and  has  one 
child :  Isaiah  C.  is  the  principal  of  the  high  scIhmJ  at  Barberton,  Ohio,  which 
position  he  has  held  fnr  nineteen  years  :  Mr^  Carrie  Landis.  whose  husband  is  a 
hardware  iiiercliaiU.  hves  in  Kansas,  and  thf\-  have  two  children.  By  Iii*- 
marriage  to  Fannie  Rice,  Mr.  Davidson  became  the  father  of  e;^bt  children, 
nan^y:  Mrs.  Lydia  Brewer,  who  lives  in  Kansas  and  is  the  wife  of  a  re- 
tired farmer;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Doner,  of  Ohio,  whose  husband  is  a  farmer,  and 
they  have  four  children;  Francis,  a  minister  of  the  Brethren  in  Christ,  has 
been  a  missionary  in  South  Africa  for  the  past  fifteen  years;  Mrs.  Emma 
Delhi,  wh(»se  luishand.  John  Deihl,  is  representetl  elsewhere  in  this  work: 
Mrs.  llcnriitta  I'.rechhilK  wlii)>c  lin'-harul,  John  Brechbill.  is  also  representetl 
eli«where;  Henry  Kice,  llie  iiiHUctliate  subject  of  this  &ketcli;  /Ubcrt,  who 
lives  in  Colorado.  4s  nwrried  and  has  two  children:  Mrs.  Ida  Huffman,  whose 
faw^band  is  a.  minister  of  tlie  Brethren  in  Qtrist.  and'  also  qperates  a  l^rge 
cficamery  ^ant.  and  they  have  two  children;  Mrs.  Davidson  was  married  a 
third  time,  but  no  children  yrere  4>om  to  the  last  union. 

Henrv  Kice  Davi<l<(>n  was  reared  in  Ohio  nnttl  the  age  of  sixteen  vears. 
when  he  moved  t<i  Wliitt-  I'i^^i-i.n,  Michigan,  with  lii^  parents,  where  he  live<l 
and  farmed  until  the  age  of  twenty-one  ycar.s.  He  luul  .iiUeiided  llie  pui»lic 
sdiools  in  Ohio  and  also  attended  the  high  school  at  White  Pigeon,  thua  re- 
ceiving a  good  practical  education.  In  iSyy  Mr.  Davidson  went  -to  Kansas, 
where  he  operated  his  father's  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  remain- 
ing there  for  about  five  years  and  then  eominir  to  DeKalb  COUnty.  where  h* 
rented  a  farm  in  section  28,  Keyser  townshiiv  This  farm  comprtseti.one  hun- 
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dred  and  twenty-seven  acres,  in  the  operation  of  which  he  was  profitiiijly  m- 
'  gaged,  and  eventually  he  bought  this  farm  of  his  father-in-law  and  is  still 

actively  engaged  in  its  operation  lie  has  remodeled  the  residence  and  bam 
and  made  other  jwrmanent  and  sul)stantial  improvements  which  have  greatly 
added  to  the  vahic  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  phice.  He  has  ahrmt 
eight  acres  in  valuable  tinil)er.  The  land  is  kept  in  irfMnl,  fertile  condition, 
well  fenced,  while  the  general  appearance  of  the  place  intlicates  him  to  be  a 
man  of  good  taste  and  sound  discrinunaticm.  He  is  up-to-date  in  his  ideas, 
hesitating  not  to  adopt  new  methods  when  their  superiority  over  otd  ways 
has  been  demonstr.itod.  and  in  the  business  and  civic  life  of  the  community 
he  has  taken  a  prominent  jmrt,  and  is  now  township  representative  for  the 
DeKalh  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Comjiany.  of  DeKalb  county,  in  which  he  has 
done  much  eliective  work.  He  is  also  guardian  ot  the  estate  of  Albert  Hatha- 
way, which  comprises  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  adjoining  the  farm  of  the 
subject.  Politically,  he  is  a  progressive  Republican,  and  his  religious  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Brethren  in  Christ,  of  whidi  society  he  Is  a  deacon. 

On  January  20.  1877,  Mr.  Davidson  married  F'.lizabeth  Brechbill.  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (OI>er)  Brechbill.  and  to  this  union  have  been 
bom  ftHir  children,  Fannie,  Walter,  I'lsie  and  I^nd,  nil  of  whrmi  are  at 
home.  Tart>h  RrechhiU  was  bom  in  Bedford  cotmtv.  I'ernisylvania.  In  1834 
he  moved  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where,  on  February  3,  1859,  lie  married 
Sarah  Ober,  who  also  was  a  native  of  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1864  they  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  buying  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
aection  29,  Keyser  township,  and  later  bought  the  eighty  acres  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  resides,  to  which  he  later  added  .mother  forty  acres  ad- 
joining. Mr,  RrechhiU  was  a  member  <>(  tlu-  Hri  tlircii  in  Chri.st.  and  mttch 
respected  bv  those  with  whom  he  was  ac(|uainted.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
shingle  making,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming  for  nmny 
years.  His  death  occurred  on  February  21, 1902.  at  the  residence  of  the  sub- 
ject *of  this  skctdi,  who  had  taken  care  of  him  during  his  later  years.  His 
widow  abo  died  here  on  Nm'ember  t.  iooB.  They  ^re  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Martin,  deceased;  John,  a  farmer  of  Richland  town- 
ship, who  is  the  father  of  nine  children :  Mrs.  Nancy  Shirk,  of  Kansas,  who  is 
the  mother  of  six  children  livinj.^  and  one  deceased;  FJtr.abeth,  wife  <>i  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Sarah  Wagner,  of  (iarrett,  Indiana,  the  mother 
of  four  children ;  Mrs.  Mary  Yarde,  whose  husband,  David  Yarde,  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  Francis  and  Claude,  twins,  who  died  m 
ittf iacy.  In  titis  brief  review  but  littk  has  facfen  said  in  a  commcndaVMy  way 
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of  Mr.  Davidson's  life,  l)ut  it  is  unnecessary,  for  in  the  community  where  lie 
has  spent  his  actne  years  his  life  has  l>een  as  an  open  book,  and  because  ol 
his  upright  character  and  consistent  hving  he  has  enjoyed  to  a  marked  de- 
cree the  respect  of  all  who  have  known  him.  He  is  a  man  who  has  ever 
looked  on  the  sunny  side  of  life,  ever  hopeful  that  the  good  would  rule  instead 
of  the  bad,  and  as  a  result  of  such  a  fortunate  disposition  he  has  made  it 
pleasant  for  thoK  with  whcxn  he  has  came  in  contact  either  in  n  business  <>r 
social  vvav,  He  is  a  man  of  g^enial  and  kindly  nature,  which  has  made  him 
popular  w  ith  all  who  ha\  e  as'-ociated  with  him  and,  Ixijijf  a  man  ot  high 
moral  character,  he  has  the  conbdcncc  and  go(xl  will  ui  all. 


TIMOIHY  McCLURE. 

In  pmenting  the  biography  of  this  well  remembered  getuleman,  whose 
life  was  tiiat  of  a  high  grade  man,  of  noble  ideals  and  laudable  ambitions. 

We  believe  that  the  reader  will  be  benefited  and  encouraged,  for  his  life  was 
a  life  that  made  fur  success  IxKrausc  of  the  honorable  principles  he  eniployetl 
in  dealing  with  bis  fellowinen  and  heeau^e  of  th.e  many  admirable  attributes 
he  possessed  which  made  bis  daily  walk  one  worthy  to  be  enuilated. 

Timothy  McClure  was  born  in  Braltlcboro,  Vermont,  in  1818,  and  his 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Grant  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  on 
September  i.  1878.  He  was  a  son  of  Samtiel  and  Emily  McClure,  and  was 
of  Irish  ancestry.  From  the  age  of  eight  years  he  was  reared  in  the  home 
<vf  .Simeon  and  l\Ii/ahetb  (Haynes)  .Mdrich  in  Vermont  and  eventually 
married  Olive  Aldricli,  the  daughter  of  his  benefactors.  ,\fter  bis  marriage 
he  and  bis  laiber-iii-law  and  bis  family  weni  by  wagon  to  the  Hudson  river, 
thence  to  Lake  Eric  and  by  water  to  Toledo,  and  from  there  by  canal  to 
Defiance,  Ohio.  Mr.  Aldrich  had  been  a  wealthy  farmer  in  New  England, 
and,  on  starting  west,  stored  his  money  in  gold  coin  in  bags  in  a  chest.  At 
Toledo,  while  transferring  the  stuff  from  the  ^tp  to  a  lighter,  the  chest 
of  gold  \va«  drnppe«i  and  Uniken  and  the  golf!  went  to  the  l)Ottom  of  the 
lake.  but.  after  an  an\iou>  time.  waN  restored  t<»  its  owjier  Mr.  Mdrich's 
two  sons,  Simeon  and  Terry,  had  come  west  .some  time  liefore  this  and  had 
spent  four  years  in  Williams  county,  Ohio.  Soon  afterwards  the  Holton 
family  came  acra<is  from  that  county  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  being  the 
first  settlers  here,  and  in  1834  the  Aldrich  boys  followed.  These  sons  met 
Mr.  McGure  and  the  Aldrich  family  at  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  with  ox  teams 
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were  four  days  coming  across  the  country  to  Troy  township,  locating  four 
miles  east  of  Hamilton.  Thcro  Mr.  Aldrich  entered  land  for  all  his  chil- 
dren, giving  each  of  them  a  good  start  in  life,  and  there  his  wife  got  lost, 
in  a  swamp  a  year  later,  her  death  occurring  trom  the  etifects  of  the  exposure. 
Subsequently  Mr.  /ddrich  retumed  to  Vermont,  where  he  married  and 
brought  his  wife  back  to  ^e  frontier  home,  and  here  her  death  occurred 
about  eight  years  later.  Mrs.  Olive  McQure  received  from  her  father  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  a  house,  each  of  her  brothers  being  given  one  thousand 
<!r>!)nrs  each,  Mr.  Aldrich,  who  had  been  a  stock  breeder  in  the  east,  came 
here  m  order  to  secure  larger  opportunities  for  the  members  of  his  family. 
Things  were  not  very  encouraging  here  at  tliat  time  and  it  is  related  that  a 
letter  written  Inm  in  1836  from  Vermont  was  sent  to  bb  nearest  postoffioe, 
Lagrange  Center,  about  forty  miles  from  his  home.  From  about  1848  to 
about  185s  he  carrietl  the  United  States  mail  from  Defiance  to  Lagrange, 
thence  to  Coldwater,  Michigan,  and  to  the  neighborhoods  between  these 
points,  riding  liorset)ack  over  roadless  prairies  and  fording  nnbridged  streatns. 
He  bought  and  sold  farms  freqiK-ntly.  owning  a  large  number  ot  them,  and 
was  really  more  of  a  business  man  than  a  farmer,  in  1860  Mr.  McClure 
moved  to  the  eastern  part  of  Grant  township,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  for  two  terms  trustee  of  Union  township  and  was 
ndministrator  and  guardian' of  many  estates,  it  being  stated  that  for  a  period 
of  nearly  forty  years  he  was  constantly  guardian  of  not  less  than  half  a 
dozen  wards.  .A  man  of  keen  perceptions,  strong  character  and  bright  and 
kindly  face,  be  wnn  the  good  opinion  and  friendship  of  all  who  knew  him. 
he  being  familiarly  called  "Uncle  Tin^mie."  .  • 

Politically,  Mr.  McClure  was  a  lifelong  ]>emocrat,  but  'during  the  Civil 
war  he  remained  loyat  to  the  Union.  A  man  of  natural  musical  talent,  :he 
wais  a  leader  in  the  drum  corps  that  during  the  w  ai  c  ^corted  each  new  mili- 
tary company  on  its  way  to  Indianapolis.  Keligiouslx .  be  was  a  member  of 
the  Disciples  church,  as  was  his  wife,  and  they  were  loyal  and  earnest  in 
their  supiwrt  of  all  worthy  causes.  It  is  related  in  testimony  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Qure's  humane  and  kindly  disposition  that  in  the  early  days  he  constantly 
carried  a  gun  with  which  he  expected  to  shoot  deer,  but  never  shot  when  he 
saw  the  deer,  his  humane  impulses  foibiddmg  the  act.  Of  Mrs.  McOnre 
it  is  related  that  one  night  when  left  at  hotne  alone  a  big  bear  came  close  to 
the  cabin  and  attempted  to  take  a  sow  and  ]>ig>.  })Ut  she  scared  it  away  with 
firebrands.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClure  were  bom  five  children,  namely:  A 
boy  who  died  in  early  youth:  Sarah,  who  was  married  three  times,  her  la.st 
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hitshand  being  Rev.  S.  F.  Klotz:  Timothy  is  a  resident  ot  Waterloo,  this 
county:  Olive  lierame  the  wife  of  John  D.  Frkhart.  n(  Toledo,  Ohio,  biit 
both  died  al  alx>ut  the  same  tune  of  typhoid  lever;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Jef- 
ferson W.  Jackman,  of  Grant  township,  this  county,  who  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  work. 


EMANUEL  ROGER  SHOEMAKER. 

Emaauel  Roger  Shoenudcer,  the  third  son  of  Henry  Shoemaker  and 
Mary  Wagoner,  his  wife»  was  bom  in  Stoystown,  Pennsylvania,  April  15* 
1832.  As  every  man's  bic^iapby  properly  begins  with  the  preceding  genera- 
tion at  least,  and  as  his  life  was  colored  to  an  tinnstial  extent  by  the  incidents 
of  hi>;  chil{lhf>t>d  an<l  ymtth.  crm'^iderable  attention  will  be  devoted  to  the  ex- 
periences of  his  lather  N  laniily  in  Indiana. 

The  parents  of  Emanuel  R.  Shoemaker  were  residents  of  Stoystuwn, 
Somerset  county*  Pennsylvania,  where  the  lather  pursued  the  taik>ring  trade. 
Their  interests  in  Indiana  began  in  1837  when  Emanuel  Wagoner,  a  brother, 
entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Smithtii  Kl  township,  DeKalb 
county,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twfnt\  -five  dollars.  The  family  con- 
tinued their  residence  in  Peniisylvatiia  for  three  years,  and  by  1S40  there 
were  six  children,  David,  Jacob,  Emanuel,  Catherine,  Mary  and  John. 

In  May,  1840,  the  family  left  their  old  home  and  came  to  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  using  as  their  conveyance  a  covered  wagon  pulled  by  two  spirited 
sorrd  mare&  They  remained  there  until  the  last  of  August*  when  they 
took  another  start,  accompanied  by  the  brother  who  had  entered  the  land 
for  them.  On  their  journey  westward  they  encotmtercd  the  most  serious 
difficulties,  especially  in  the  Hl.iek  Swamp  in  western  Ohio.  As  there  were 
few  roads  they  had  to  make  tlieir  way  through  the  mud.  water,  underbrush 
and  over  the  corduroy  bridges.  Finally,  about  the  middle  of  September, 
they  reached  Auburn,  Indiana. 

The  father  left  the  family  there  lor  a  week  while  he  went  north  to  k>ok 
up  his  land,  which  lay  three  miles  north  of  the  present  1  i  vn  of  Waterloo. 
He  selected  one  hundred  acres  of  the  east  side  of  tl>e  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  entered,  comprisint;  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
22,  and  twenty  acres  of  the  east  side  of  the  southca.st  quarter  of  section  21, 
and  later  fotty  acres  more.  There  were  no  houses  from  AiAum  to  Isaac 
Smith's,  ant!  no  lumber  available  for  building  purposes,  so  he  bought  several 
hundred  feet  of  lumber  at  Aubnm  and  hauled  it  upon  his  land.   In  a  few 
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days  he  retumcd  tor.  the  family  and  thi^  reaciwd  iht  site  of  their  future 
home  without  shelter  other  than  the  wagon,  and  night  was  approaching  in 

the  wilderness. 

Emanuel  Was  then  a  boy  eight  years  of  age,  and  to  the  close  of  his  life 
he  coukl  rt-niember  this  evenintr.  "My  mother,"  hr  wrnte,  "was  a  remark- 
able ^wrson  to  gu  ahead.  Slie  s>oon  had  one  boy  unliilching  the  horses,  and 
another  seardiing  for  water.  My  father  went  out  to  cut  forked  saplings 
with  an  dg^t-pound  ax — for  such  did  we  Pennsylvanians  use.  With  these 
slender  trei  s  he  forked  a  pole  against  a  couple  of  beeches,  and  against  this- 
pole  he  stood  the  boards  on  end  which  he  had  brought  from  Auburn."  When 
this  «hack  \\'a5;  reared,  the  wafon  was  unloaded  and  a  meagre  siipi)er  was 
spread.  The  family,  all  coniplclely  exhausted,  lay  down  for  their  first  night 
in  their  new  lionie,  only  to  be  awakened  by  the  wolves  tliat  seemed  to  scent 
tiie  new  inhabitants.  '  .  'j 

The  morning  brought  new  troubles.  A  house  of  some  kind -must  be- 
provided  and  feetl  for  the  hor.ses  found.  It  was  a  situation  with  treniendous> 
trials  that  faced  this  family,  whose  head  was  a  taikir.  born  and  reared  in  a 
town,  with  no  knowledge  of  fanning,  much  less  of  the  dearinp  of  l.ind.  The 
timber  was  so  den-»e  lliat  only  here  and  there  the  sky  was  visihU-.  Spice- 
wood,  horse-mint,  nettles  and  weeds  were  so  thick  tliat  it  was  dithcult  to 
make  a  wa\  Lxc  e[>t  along  deer  trails,  until  the  fr<^t  had  trhnmed  the  foliage. 

The  -first  step  was  to  erect  a  home,  and  James  Blake  was  hired  to  cut 
logs  for  a  cabin.  When  he  btgari  chopping  with  his  light  three  and  one-half 
pound  ax,  the  Shoemaker  family  watched  him  critically.  He  did  not  slide  his 
hand  the  entire  length  of  the  liandle,  and  the  handle  was  crooked,  they  ob- 
served. He  did  not  chop  straight  into  the  tree,  tnit  started  higher  and  chopped 
downward.  "He  is  too  lazy  to  bend  his  back,"  tliey  .said,  "and  his  ax  is  only 
a  tomahawk  anyway."  When  the  "Yankee"  watched  the  Pennsylvanian 
widd  his  heavy  etgfat-pound  ax,  with  every  stroke  bringing  forth  a  groan,  it 
was  his  turn  to  laugh  derisively.  After  a  few  days  enough  logs  were  cut^ 
and  when  they  had  been  drawn  up  with  great  difficulty  by  the  fiery  horses, 
seven  or  eight  men  came  to  the  rai'^ing.  The  l)r)ards  ti-^ed  in  the  shack  were 
laid  across  the  joist  poles,  and  .servetl  as  a  roof  through  several  rains  until 
the  cabin  was  covered  with  clap-boards. 

During  the  first  winter  all  fared  better  than  would  be  expected.  By  the 
iptiag  of  1841  seven  acres  of  tmderbrush  were  cleared  and  about  ten  or 
twelve  trees  were  left  standing  on  each  acre.   The  first  com  crop  was  planted 
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in  TfSgekh  laahion  by  dropping  k«tiMls  in  th*  tmnchts  madt  by  «iitiii^  b»- 
tiretn  the  roots  ef  trees. 

In  June,  Ht-nry  Shoemaker  returned  on  horseback  to  Stoystown  and 
soM  his  fown  property  for  Ji  sum  ronsidrraWy  lower  tlian  hr  hn<^  hofi^.  Dur- 
ing th*  six  weeks  of  the  lather's  ahsence  the  ianiily  ha<l  iiomc  startling  ex- 
perienc«i.  One  Stinday  when  tht  mother  and  children  w<rc  $11  in  the  cabin, 
two  brge  Indbint  stepped  Jn  the  door.  They  sat  down  and  fa«gan  tnlking 
about  the  guns  which  they  saw  in  Che  room.  *'No  food"  was  all  dwt  the 
family  could  Understand,  and  by  this  the  Indians  meant  that  tlie  guns  had  eap- 
l("><*k'<.  Thn'  loon  tnafle  it  known  that  they  were  hunjifry  ami  without  any  de- 
lay a  galkm  of  milk,  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  plate  of  Initter  were  set  Inrfore 
them.  Each  Indian  drew  from  his  belt  a  hugt  knile  and  Ijej^'an  wiping  it 
on  his  hair.  To  the  great  relief  of  the  family,  both  began  tu  eat.  Whan 
fh^  iiad  finished  they  left  the  cabin,  as  they  seemed  to  know  the  famdy  were 
afl  afraid  of  them,  waUced  to  a  fence  where  eadi  pidned  up  a  gnn  and  a  deer, 
and  went  on  their  way.  Some  time  afterwards,  one  of  them  was  found  dead 
on  the  edpe  of  n  cranlwrrv  marsh  alx>ut  five  miles  to  the  .•MHitheast.  The 
names  of  thesK?  Indians  were  ]on  Fss  and  Kaccooji,  ami  it  was  learned  that 
they  were  the  last  two  native  Indiantt  of  DcKalh  county. 

In  Hie  fall  of  184 1  the  father  was  attacked  by  a  fever.  No  doctor  waa 
to  be  had»  but  after  a  very  serious  iMness  lie  finally  recovered.  It  waa  lio 
uncommon  experience  for  six  or  seven  members  to  be  stridcen  wtlii  malaria  or 
fever  at  the  same  time.  When  one  would  recover  from  his  chHI  he  would 
raMy  stifficiently  to  give  the  other  water  and  a  little  care. 

The  winter  of  1K41-1842  was  Aery  discoura^int;.  for  it  was  with  jfreat 
difficulty  that  sufficient  Io<kI  and  clothing  were  procured  for  the  tamiiy.  The 
details  were  never  for^'otten  by  Emanuel  R.  Shocmahcr.  who  was  thtn  a  boy 
of  nine  years.  "Many  gallons  of  meal,"  he  wrote  in  a  sketch  of  hii  life, 
"have  I  ground  on  the  bnttonn  of  a  tin  pan  with  holes  pnndied  throin^  from 
the  inttide  to  make  a  rough  surface.  I  would  take  an  ear  of  soft  corn  and  nib 
it  over  the  rrnijrh  jKin  until  I  had  wfirried  the  kernels  off  liorrowing  fl<Hir 
through  the  neij^hlxirhood  was  mucli  in  vojfiie  amotiij  early  sctder?.  hut  Home- 
times  borrowiuf^  waj.  iu»fK>ssiblc.  1  remember  one  week  when  we  were  al! 
forced  to  live  on  vegetables.** 

During  the  first  few  years  of  life  in  the  new  country  the  nearest  milif 
were  the  one  at  Vermont,  now  called  Orland,  in  Reuben  county,  and  Ihe 
Union  mills,  at  a  <list!ince  re(|uiring  f(uir  to  six  days  for  a  single  trip.  I^Jiter 
Thompson's  mill  was  built  at  Flint  and  another  was  completed  at  ^terprise. 
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WOW  orfled  Hainiltott,  in  1846  or  1.847.  "Maxiy  Mtpn  the  troubles  I  liave  lad 
<tQntftiDing  about  throe  biisbeb  of  wheat  would  be  put  on  a  horae  Jind  tat  on ' 

top  of  that  The  sacks  \v(»uld  strike  againft  tree?  as  T  would  try  to  ftvoid 
fallen  timber  or  deep  mud  holes,  and  timihlc  off  the  horse." 

In  ^84§  the  lathtr  built  a  hewctl-Iog  lujust-  on  the  north  part  of  Lli«  same 
trMt  of  land,  and  was  able  to  offer  generous  hospitality  to  any  visitors  who 

services  were  frequently  hdd  awfl  when  a 
quarterly  raeetiiig  occurred  in  the  oeifililioriiood,  the  minister,  his  family  and 
all  guests  from  a  distftOfX  were  received  into  the  home.  "The  pioneer  mothers 
could  find  ;iccr)mm<xhitions  for  eve rvbixlv."  wrote  Mr.  Shoimaker,  "djfid  1 
have  knt)wn  couiplclc  slrati^fers  to  conic  and  stay  fi>,'lit  and  ten  days  with  a 
team,  wsth  no  tbou^iit  of  rejnumeration  on  tlur  fiart  oi  my  parents." 

£kfore  proceeding  further  with  the  storj'  of  the  family  of  Henry  Shoe- 
wykoTt  we  shall  pause  to  relate  the  connection  of  this  inan  with  the  Me^ifan 
war  oi  1648.  A  complete  narrative  of  this  chain  of  remarHsble  incidents  is 
contained  in  the  Fort  IT  '/tr  Sentinel  for  Satur4ay»  January  |i»  1913.  Pre- 
facing the  narrative  by  the  statement  that  in  1842,  an  nt  present,  DeKalb  and 
Steuben  counties  in  the  sani^e  letp£iativ,e  district,  the  istory  njay  be  told 
in  the  following  briet  style. 

In  this  district,  Dr.  Madison  Marsb,  a  Democrat,  ^d  F'Hos  fieall,  a 
Whig,  wore  oppoapng  omdi^aties.  On  the  face  of  the  n^nrnsi  Bnos  Bleall 
was  deifeatid  by  one  vote,  but  after  votes  for  Doctor  Marsh  wire  ftrown  out, 
the  former  was  declared  electild  by  the  board  of  cajivasi»ers  The  final  liear- 
ing  of  this  dis{>utc'd  election  case  took  place  at  Indianapolis  before  a  legisla- 
tive committee,  and  the  vital  contention  was  over  the  Iwdlot  of  llenry  Shoe- 
maker. With  the  two  can<lulate>.  he  made  the  trip  lo  the  state  capital  as  a 
witness  before  the  legislative  conmiittee  and  from  the  testimony  given  these 
facts  were  ascertained :  At  the  polls  on  election  day  the  vote  of  Henry  Shoe*- 
maker  had  been  challenged  and  in  the  dispute  which  followed  he  became 
aotgry.  tort  his 'ballot  in  two,  threw  it  under  the  table  and  left  the  room.  Later 
it  was  picked  up  and  fourul  to  f>e  for  Doctor  Marsh,  the  Democrat,  but  it  was 
not  allowed  to  be  put  in  the  ballot  !>nx  At  the  Indianapolis  liearing  this 
vote  was  counted,  and  it  elected  l.)t»ctor  Marsh  by  a  majority  of  one.  He  was 
accordingly  given  the  legal  certificate  of  election  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Wtea  the  state  Legislature  came  to  elect  the  new  Indiana  senator  to 
Oh^^css,  the  oooteet  was  an  exciting  one,   Hon.  O.  H.  Smith  was  tbc^. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DERAlB  county,  'INDIANA. 


senator  and  a  candidate  for  re-election  by  the  Whigs,  (jen.  'I  A  Howard 
was  the  DemocrMic  candidate  and  thtir  suj)port  was  \  cry  evenly  lialanced.' 
Several  ballots  were  'takeii  and  the  last  one  resulted  in  thd  election  of  a  thinf 
and  hilherto  inconspicuotis  candidate,  Fdw  ard  O.  Hanncfjan,  by  a  majority  of 

only  two  votes,  one  of  which  was  cast  by  Doctor  Marsh. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  as  a  state  in  the  Union  was  then  the  burning 
issue,  and  it  presented  itseli  to  Congress  at  the  lirsl  S(  --^ii  n  after  Air,  Hanne- 
gan's  election.  He  favored  annexation  and  voted  in  its  favor.  Had  not  this 
Strangely  renmrkabte  sequence  of  incidents  occurred,  Mr.  Beall,  a  Whig, 
would  have  furnished  the  one  necessary  vote  to  return  Senator  Smith  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and.  beini;  .i  Whig,  he  wonUl  haVe  voted  against  an-' 
nexation.  This  would  have  made  the  vt)te  in  the  Senate  on  the  resolution  a 
tie,  and  the  President  of  thr  Seiiafc.  ri  \\'hig.  would  have  cn^i.  thr  deciding 
vote  against  annexation.  .As  ihc  policy  itf  annex-in?  Texas  was  prt<hablv  the 
real  cause  of  the  Me.xican  war.  it  seems  an  accurate  statenicnl  that  Hetiry 
Shdeinaker  cast  tlie  vote  iii  1842  which»  by  a  \imft  scried  of  cau.<ses  and  r«iu1ts:' 
made  possible  the  war  with  Mexico  in  1848. 

Bv  the  year  i8s2,  the  family  had  grown  to  include  five  hicn  cliildren,^ 
Eva,  Sarah.  Horace,  Malvina  and  Phebe.  Kva  and  Mary  died  while  young.- 
and  the  father's  lienlth  was  very  poor.  In  the  niid«t  of  hardships'  and  what 
was  frequently  positive  want,  the  stories  of  the  California  gold  disc<»veries 
were  most  alluring,  and  the  family  yielded  to  the  "Califoniia' gold  feVer.*' 
On  April  St  18^2,  the  father/  with  two  of  his  older  ch7ldrtrn;.^(i^i^nne  aiiif 

Emanuel,  left  home  for  (^Itf oitiia  via  thid  overland  rdute.   Thev  set  out  in  W 

'  ■   *  .      -  •        .  ,   ,  ■    «  ■  ,     -■ .    .  .  . 

one-horse  coveri-d  wagon,  with  two  yoke  of  cattle.    Thieir-route  lay  alon^ 

Bear  or  Cireen  river,  the  Humbolt  river,  across  the  desert,  up  the  Trtickee  to" 

Cialoway  Ranch     lunanuel.  the  >'>n.  made  thr  <tatrmenf  in  after  years  that. 

notwitb-^tandiiiL;  the  awful  daiiiier<.  .-ill  enjoyeti  llie  trip  and  suffered  no  ill. 

results  except  tlie  taiher,  who.se  eyes  iKcamc  very  .sore  while  traveling  along 

the  Humbolt  and  crossing  the  deiscrt.    When  they  reached  the  ranch  theV 

sold  their  oxen  and  walked  four  miles  to  Downieville.  on  the  Yuba  river  ih 

Sierra  C(»uutv.  California,   The  time  spent  en  route  was  five  months  and  Siix 

days,  and  the  harrowing  experiences  of  this  journey  would  fill  a  volume. 

After  their  arrival,  they  Ixtnght  a  part  of  an  a'^iandoner!  flume  and  some' 

lumber  with  which  they  luult  a  '^mall  honse  on  Durgan  Flat.    During  the 

winter  of  1853-1854  the  tatlier  Milferetl  greatly  from  eye  trouble,  and  in  May 

he  returned  home  via  Panama  and  New  York.   Cath^ne»  the  sister,  worked 

with  wonderful  fortitude  and  was  a  great  oompanion-'for  her  brother  during 
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those  lonely  months.    In  the  summer  of  1853  she  married  Franklin  C. 

Francis,  a  partner  of  Doctor  Webber  in  a  saw  mill  on  Diirgan  Flat. 

Emanuel  Shoemaker  continued  mining  during  these  years  on  Coxes  Bar. 
about  three  miles  down  the  river  from  Downieville.  The  hard  work,  ill  health 
and  utter  lon(ilincss  whicli  In  endtned  can  unly  lie  realized  by  a  reading  of 
his  diary  written  day  In  day.  These  pages  reveal  the  incessant  work  at 
^'drifting,"  in  the  "diggings,!*  cutting  timber  on  the  mountain  side  and  diop- 
ping  wood.  When  the  heavy  rains  fell  and  prevented  work  in  the  iniiu-.  he 
would  busy  Iiliiiself  with  any  kind  of  employment  that  he  could  find.  The  ex- 
posure suftereil  in  dicj^printj  the  mill  wheels  out  of  the  ice  diirinq  the  winter 
always  resulted  in  se\ore  colds  and  often  in  serious  illness.  1  lie  pleasures 
were  few,  but  genuine.  l)el>ates  were  held  several  evenings  of  each  week  and 
the  subject  of  this  biography  often  participatc<L  Preaching  on  Sundays  and 
"by  candle  light"  through  the  week  was  not  only  well  attended,  btrt  ap|>reciated. 
The  greatest  happiness  ramc  u  ifli  the  letters,  however,  which  could  always  lie 
expected  with  each  arrival  of  the  mail.  The  "honie  letter"  never  failed  of 
mention  in  the  diary,  and  its  readinur  was  genemllv  followed  I)y  a  period  of 
loneliness  during  which  he  would  console  hinist^lt  in  writing  to  his  mother. 

The  desolation  was  only  deepened  by  the  return  cf  his  sister.  Catherine, 
her  husband  and  child  to  "the  States"  in  the  fall  of  1854.  It  was  somewhat 
of  a  surprise  when  he  learned  on  September  23d  of  Mr.  Francis'  expected 
.return  home,  and  he  at  once  helped  him  close  up  his  business.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  September  2fith  Emanuel  acconj|)anied  his  sister  and  her  family  when 
they  started  for  the  "Bay."  He  went  with  them  to  Nf  iry^ville.  then  to  Sacra- 
mento, and  then  to  San  h'rancisco.  where  they  ariivcd  aitci  iiiiclni5«ht  I  hurs- 
day,  September  28ih.  He  saw  them  start  for  their  long  voyage  il«n\  n  the  coast 
•on  the  steamer  ^'Yankee  Blade."  the  same  boat  that  the  father  had  taken. 
After  they  left  he  returned  to  Downieville  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  got 
word  that  the  steamer  had  been  mif  iily  twenty-three  hours  when  she  ran 
on  a  rock  near  Santa  Barbara.  Two  l)(>at-loads  were  stranded,  and  among 
those  who  were  sa\  rd  was  his  sister's  family.  They  returned  to  San  Fran- 
•dsco  and  started  again. 

Emanuel  continued  mining  on  Coxes  Bar  a  year  longer.  A  page  from 
"his  diary  for  Saturday,  November  4, 1854,  contains  this  excerpt :  "This  even- 
ing, after  a  very  hard  day's  work,  I  hurried  to  the  postoffice  with  John 
Nobles,  but  we  both  found  ourseh  cs  disappointed.  We  returned  to  the  house 
on  Durgan  Flat.  There  we  sal  in  silence  lookiiuj  alxtut  the  room.  No  one 
to  greet  us.  AU,  all  looked  lonesome  and  forsaken,  while  memory  ran  back 
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to  the  t{tti«  when  all  the  folks  were  here.   It  ahnost  cansed  me  to  weep. 

Again  I  tunied  my  eyes  to  tfio  <lai^utTreot\T>e  of  those  whom  I  esCectn  so  ntnch, 
and  tlioy  looked  natural  as  (ife.  hiit  it  was  only  an  imnfrf*.  Thcv  coiild  not 
speak,  therefore  T  closed  the  case  and  laid  ft  away  again,  and  set  to  work. 
.After  which  i  retired,  only  to  reflect  on  the  prist." 

On  September  ii.  1855,  Emamiel  started  tor  San  I'Vancisco  and  his 
voyage  home.  He  had  sold  his  ctaim  and  after  the  final  division  was  made  he 
found  Chat  in  these  three  long,  weary  years  lie  had  earned  and  cleared  the 
sum  of  three  t!i  'i!s:tn(l  <li>llar*?.  He  took  i!u  >ame  route  that  his  father  and 
sister  before  him  had  taken,  and  left  San  l"'ranci>cn  SejiteinlHT  Jtith  -in  the 
steamer  "SonrMa  "*  The  vnvagc  to  .Vew  York  via  fanania  nrniircd  tuctity- 
six  days,  and  tlie  diary  records  an  average  daily  distance  of  two  huntlred  and 
fifty  miles,  a  dangerously  heavy  sea  part  of  the  time,  and  attendant  sea-.sick- 
ness.  On  his  arrival  at  New  York  cit>*  he  was  met  by  his  tmither,  David,  and 
together  they  returned  home  via  Erie.  CrestKne  and  Port  Wayne  During 
these  three  years  spent  in  California  the  fonndatfons  were  bid  both  of  his 
comparative  t'M-health  and  nf  his  success  in  later  life. 

In  March,  1856.  the  father  rhed  after  an  illne<;s  of  several  weeks. 
During  the  years  that  followetl  the  mother  was  twice  marriefl  and  in  188^1  she 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Glniannel.-.  Both  parents  are  buried  tn  Cecfacr 
Lake  cemetery,  northwest  of  Waterloo.  Through  the  many  yeafs  thatt 
Grandma  Shoemaker  was  an  active  woman  in  her  own  home  with  her  oii>n 
family,  she  never  missed  an  opporttinhy  of  assisting  where  tlwre  was  illness, 
an(!  at  a  time  when  doctors  were  very  few  this  able  care  was  an  infinite 
service. 

Concerning  the  other  members  of  the  family,  the  following  brief  facts 
may  be  related.  Davtd  was  assisted  hv  Emamiel  in  setting  up  a  slote  im 
Uniontown,  in  which  he  succeeded  until  about  t86o.  .\fter  this  he  lost  aH  his 
property,  and  in  1S91  his  death  occurred.  He  was  buried  in  the  Waterloo 
cemetery.  Jacof).  the  hunter  of  the  family,  served  in  the  army  throughocft  lAe 
Civil  war.  HufiniG;  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  H\  cd  in  the  \^'e5t.  and  he 
died  in  .Minnesota  in  April.  i</).S.  His  remains  were  brought  to  the  W  aterloo 
cemetery  for  interment.  C"atherinc  l-'rancis  lived  with  her  family  iti  n  large 
home  on  the  south  side  of  Wateiioo  nntit  May  13,  1900,  wh<n  fliey  fMioved 
to  Massifloh,  Ohio.  Her  husband.  Fraiiktln  Francis,  died  in  1898,  aAd  At 
often  relumed  to  Waterloo  to  vhh  her  friends  and  rdativea. 

Jtrfin  Henry  was  killed  while  firing  a  farewell  sahue  to  his  eomraias 
who  were  departing  for  the  war.  'fhvx  were  the  fimt  wktiers  to  iMve  Mir 
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towii  of  Waterloo  lor  the  front.  Hii  hom  ths  first  grave  made  in  the  Water- 
loo cemetery.  Sarah  first  married  Henry  Feagler,  and  while  living  in  Craw^ 
fordsville  their  son,  "Colonel,"  was  accidentally  shot  while  hunting  on  the  eve 
of  his  departnre  for  W  est  Point.    She  afterwards  married  R.  D.  Gauhv  and 

removed  to  Arcadia,  I'  lorida,  u  here  she  diet!  in  June,  kjw  Horace  etilistcd 
in  llie  army  while  a  young  man.  and  wa*  seriously  injurf<l  by  tlie  expirfsion 
of  a  shell.  He  is  residing  in  Auburn.  Melvina  died  when  a  young  woman, 
and  Phebe  married  Witliam  Bonnell  and  now  reeides  in  Loe  Angelem  Cali-^ 
fomia. 

The  biogni^y  of  Emaniie!  R.  Shoemaker  will  now  l)e  resumed.  In 
hm>\  tPk6,  he  and  mother  went  on  business  to  Pennsylvania  and  visited  in 
.Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  lie  met  the  young  woman  who  afterward  became 
his  wife.  Harriet  Jane  Miller,  born  April  19,  1834.  was  the  eighth  child  in 
the  family  of  nine  of  Henry  Miller  and  Mary  Magi^alene  Weaver,  his  wife. 
Hiey  resided  on  a  farm  one  mile  south  of  jCanal  Fulton,  m  Stark  county,  on 
the  Tuscarawas  river.  Near  there  ran  the  old  canal,  which  was  an  important 
link  in  the  route  of  traflk  between  Cincinnati  and  Ceveland.  The  grandparents 
h:tf!  rome  to  this  part  of  Ohio  with  their  reispertive  families  while  voung. 
1  he  father.  Henry  .Viilier.  was  a  F'tnnnylvaniati  l)y  Ijirth.  I'lie  mother  \vas  ,1 
daughter  of  a  well-to-do  Virginian  of  the  non-.slavcholding  cla^s.  li\  mg  near 
Kagantown.  He  often  witnessed  the  cruel  treatment  of  slaves  and  was 
known  as  a  strong  opponent  of  slavtiy. 

After  a  correspondence  of  over  a  year,  Emanuel  R.  Shoemaker  and 
Harriet  Jane  Miller  were  married  on  Seirtember  l5,  1857,  in  the  Franklin 
House,  Canton,  Ohio.  They  visitd  in  Pittsbtirfrh.  returned  for  a  few  weeks 
with  the  family  of  the  bride,  and  came  to  their  new  home  in  Indiana.  .\s  the 
pioneer  conditions  here  were  one  generation  behind  tlic  comforts  cnjoyc*!  in 
Ohio,  it  was  indeed  a  brave  step  for  the  bride  to  take,  Init  notwithstanding  all 
the  hardships  and  inconveniences  she  suffered,  she  never  bacame  homesick. 
Soon  after  his  retom  from  California  he  purchased  one  hmulred  and  sixty 
acres  Of  land,  where  the  homestead  is  located,  .\boul  the  year  {861  he 
bought  hh  mfiflier's  and  the  heirs*  interests  in  hi*  father's  farm,  and  in  1872 
addetl  nuc  luuidred  and  sixlv  arrfs  to  the  west.  kn€>wn  as  the  Voung  farm. 
Later,  in  iSyo,  he  fxnight  forty  acres  of  the  Hemstreet  farm  to  the  southeast, 
which  completed  the  ownership  of  the  entire  estate  of  live  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  By  the  practice  of  economy  and  thrift  tiie  husband  and  wile  atequired 
an  estate  whidi,  with  the  bttildinga  crecfesrt  for  his  >'oungcr  aon»-  tomprised 
two  well  equipped  homesteads.  In  May,  1895,  the  family  removed  to  Water* 
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loo,  where  Mr.  Shoemaker  was  faoilding^  a  new  home  and  in  November  they 
moved  intu  the  residence  IK>W  occupied  by  his  widow. 

Mr.  Shoemaker  wa<^  a  man  with  ))oth  local  and  getiL-ral  ]>iihlic  intercuts. 
He  \vas  apptiinteti  justice  nt  the  peace  Octoher  2f\  1872,  aiul  scr\c<i  two  ii  rins 
In  Noverni>er,  1896,  he  was  elected  one  of  tiie  three  county  comniissioners  of 
DeKatb  countyr  and  was  re-elected  for  a  second  term,  whidi  was  ended  by 
bis  death.  At  that  time  the  county  was  laboring  under  a  heavy  burden  of 
debt,  which  was  subsequently  dischaiiged  very  largdy  through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  .Shoemaker.  He  critically  examined  all  hills  for  appropriations  and  de- 
manded that  all  unneccs'^ary  expenditure^  voted  down.  He  exacted  of  all 
contractors  with  the  county  tin-  cau  tul  cxccuuon  of  all  terms  of  their  ron- 
tract.  and  many  a  long  drive  he  took  for  the  purpose  of  personal  inspection  of 
the  progress  of  bridges  according  to  the  specifications  of  the  contract.  During 
his  term  of  office  the  construction  of  a  new  court  house,  jail  and  poorhouse 
was  under  disaission.  He  hoped  for  the  completion  nf  ail  these  projects,  but 
not  until  the  county  could  he  relieved  of  its  debt. 

In  politics  Mr.  Shoemaker  valued  princi]>le  above  party.  W'hilf  he  was 
generally  known  as  a  Deniocrat.  he  wa<^  an  ardent  -uiiporUM-  ot  l.iucoln 
during  the  war.  He  favored  the  Greenback  platform  in  the  later  .seventies, 
and  the  Populist  platform  in  the  early  nineties.  He  always  adhered  to  the 
policy,  of  free  trade  and  during  the  later  years  of  his  life,  he  favored  bimetal>- 
iism.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  Bryan  and  heki  his  views  on  e%'ery  ques> 
tion. 

As  a  l>oy  and  young  man  Mr.  Slu>emaker  was  intensely  devout  While 
ui  (  aliiornia  he  was  most  relij^ious,  and  during  his  early  married  life  he 
attended  the  I  nitcd  iirethren  churcli  regularly.  .\t  this  time  he  w<iuld  liave 
joined  had  not  his  membership  in  the  Masonic  lodge  prevented  him  from 
doing  so.  Later  he  became  interested  in  the  movement  for  freedom  of 
religious  thought  through  reading  the  sermons  of  Henry  Ward  Reecher  and 
the  urarks  of  Voltaire.  Paine  and  Ingersoll.  and  from  i875-i8<^5  he  secured 
many  noted  lecturers  on  Lilxralism  who  spoke  either  in  Waterloo  or  at  his 
home  in  Smithfield  township. 

■    Mr.  Shoemaker  joined  the  blue  lodge  of  the  .Viasons  in  December.  1866, 
in  Waterloo,  and  also  became  a  member  of  the  following  Imlges,  from  all  of 
which  be  received  honorable  demits  on  severing  his  relationship  with  them — 
the  Aobum  chapter,  the. Angola  council,  and  the  Kendallville  commandery.- 
>      In  the  family  of  Kmannel  and  Harriet  Shoemaker  thejv  w^if  three 
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diildfen.  Henry  Douglas,  bom  August  27,  1858^  in  his  boyhood  attended 
the  Valparaiso  Normal  and  returned  to  assist  his  father  at  home.  He  mar- 
ried Mahala  Bachtel  in  April.  i8<)2,  and  they  now  reside  with  their  son, 
Russell,  boni  N'o\eniher  15,  1895,      the  old  homestead.    May  Shoemaker 

Dilla.  born  Octril)t;-r  21,  li^K),  early  bcpan  her  career  as  a  teadicr,  which  she 
continued  after  graduating  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cjol lege  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  in  June,  1882.  She  was  married  in  the  lall  o^  1883,  and 
when  her  daughters  were  far  enough  advanced  she  removed  with'  them  to 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  The  elder,  Harriette  May.  lK)rn  June  12,  1886.  re- 
ceived the  Bachelor  of  .\rts  degree  in  1908  and  the  Master  of  Arts 
degree  in  1909  from  the  L'niversitx-  f)f  Micliii^an.  The  yminjifer.  ricrn!<hne 
^Princess,  born  Deccml^er  Ji.  i8<>o,  ,>iecurt  il  ilu-  liacliclDi  n\  Arts  degree  frotn 
that  institution  in  191 1.  Die  former  obtauied  the  degree  ut  Doctor  of  Philos- 
ophy from  Columbia  University,  New  Yiork  Cit\-.  191 2,  and  has  occupied 
the  chair  of  history  and  political  science  in  Wheaton  College  near  Boston,  and 
Xake  Erie  College  near  Cleveland.  The  latter  studied  in  the  .\nn  Arbtw 
Conservatory  of  Music,  and  after  her  retiarn  home  from  college  she  was 
assistant  princif>al  in  the  Waterloo  high  school.  She  is  now  an  instructor  in 
\^^'lrd-T^eltr)on(  College.  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where  she  is  continuing  the 
study  01  piano. 

,  Scott  Sherman,  the  third  child,  bom  May  24,  1862,  married  Elizabeth 
.Brand  in  December,  1892.  Th^  resided  in  the  home  built  for  them  by  his 
father  south  of  the  old  home  on  the  Shoemaker  farm., until  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  10,  1898.  Two  daughters  had  been  born  to  ili:  n  ion.  Rheua 
May,  born  April  i.  1894,  who  is  a  student  at  Western  Cnllcije  tr>r  W'tiiiuni  al 
Oxford,  Ohio,  rtear  Cincinnati,  and  Maude  Scfitt.  born  October  3,  1896.  who 
attends  Glendale  College  lt>r  (iirls,  also  near  C^uicinnati. 

Throughout  his  life  Emantid  R.  Shoemaker  was  an  extremely 'active 
man,  often  working  far  beyond  his  strength.  On  Tuesday.  June  16.  1963. 
he  was  suddenly  seized  with  hemorrhage  of  the  stomach,  which  was  followed 
by  more  severe  attacks.  These  left  him  in  such  a  weakened  ctmdition  that 
recovery  was  impossible.  Early  in  the  morning  «»f  September  13.  nyoT,.  he 
passed  away.  The  funeral  occurred  at  his  residence  September  lOth,  on  the 
forty-sixth  anniversary  of  his  marriage,  and  interment  took  place  in  tlie  Wat- 
erkm  cemetery.  His  love  of  progre^  and  inqirovemeiit,  his  brood  tif»A  liberal 
religious  views,  his  freedom  in  political  matters,  and  his  honesty,  atnbitiotii  and 

industry  made  hjm  a  leader  whose  influence  will  tie  felt  for  many  yearn: 

..   '  .f\ 
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EDMOND  J.  WYATT. 

I'he  gentleman  whose  career  is  briefly  sketdicd  in  the  following  lines  is 

one  of  the  est.iblished  residents  of  Auburn  an<l  his  life  has  l>cen  such  as  to 
j^ain  the  CMiMdcnce  and  i?(Hx1  will  of  the  people  of  his  conmnmity  and  to  make 
hini  Will  aiitl  tavorablv  known  thrnnghiml  the  county  '^>f  which  he  has  been 
so  long  an  honored  citizen.  In  the  highest  sense  of  the  lenn,  he  is  a  self- 
made  nian  and  as  s«ch  has  met  with  $ucc«:s  in  material  thmgrs  stidi  as  few  at- 
tain and  made  a  record  which  may  be  studied  with  profit  by  the  young  men 
of  the  rising  generation. 

Ed  Wyatt,  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  jxipularly  known,  is  a  native 
of  DeKalb  crmnty,  In<Iiana.  havinfj  been  horn  in  Jacksmi  township,  on  April 
26.  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarali  jane  i  Kubcjp  Wyatt  John 
Wyatt.  the  stin  of  Nathan  and  Mary  Wyait,  was  Ixjrn  in  Mercer  cmnty. 
Pennsylvania,  April  4.  181 1,  and  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  183^. 
He  died  July  28,  1906,  at  bis  home  in  DeKalb  county,  tgoA  ninety-thne 
years  three  months  and  twenty-four  days.  He  was  married  April  t.  1^34,  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  to  Eva  Kitchen,  who  died  February  12.  1^39.  Their 
only  child,  Rachel,  was  born  sixteen  months  after  thev  catne  tn  this  county 
ami  died  at  tlie  af,a-  of  fourteen  years.  C)n  Seplcnikr  i -'.  i^^Q.  Mr  Wyatt 
married  Sarah  Jane  Kolie,  a  native  of  Cuml>erland  county,  Pennsylvania,  bom 
on  October  31^  1820.  and  who  died  January  27,  1888,  aged  sixty-seven  years 
two  months  and  twenty-six  days.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1856  that  Mr.  Wyatt 
came  to  Jackson  township  to  seek  a  location  for  a  future  home.  Here,  travd* 
iqg  through  tht  dense  wood.s,  which  were  full  of  a  thick  growth  of  wild  |iea 
vines,  prickly  ash,  etc  .  the  knees  of  his  pants  wore  out  and  his  hide  too,  Intt  he 
Ixnind  up  his  knees  and  struggled  on.  He  selected  >\a  rninent  land  in  sec- 
tion 34,  then  returned  for  his  family,  brinj,'ini4  tlieni  here  the  fall  of  1837. 
The  deed  for  this  land  was  sig^ned  hy  President  .Andrew  Jackson.  In  ^ 
sprinfi^  of  i8j7  John  Wyatt^s  father  had  come  from  his  Ohio  home  and  so 
many  of  the  family  and  relatives  accompanied  him  that  the  people  tliere 
called  it  the  exfKlus  of  the  tribe  of  Wyatt.  Nathan  Wy^tx  a!so  settled  in 
section  31  in  Jackson  township,  and  for  the  last  forty  yean*  of  hh  life  ^-a«  a 
member  or  tlie  Methodist  Protestant  church,  the  greater  part  of  ilie  time  a 
class  leader  and  he  was  a  jiower  for  good  in  tlie  new  settlement.  John  Wyatt 
was  tdcen  side  soon  after  repcluni;  his  new  home,  and  he  hired  his  brotharHiK 
law,  A.  Squiers,  to  cut  logs  to  make  the  house,  built  ft  wfrti  a  pnndieoii  iloor 
and  an  outside  chimney  of  clay  and  straw.  The  following  spring  he  added 
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a  heartii  made  o(  ittttd.  Hiey  were  in  oontfortaUe  and  better  circntnstanoes 
than  some  of  their  neighbors.  About  the  holidays,.  «inter  set  iti.  He  had 
nothing  of  any  kind  to  winter  the  seven  cattle  he  had  'f)rought  with  him. 
The  \KHi>r  animal'?  wf>ii!(l  roam  annind  the  hfnise  and  moan  mo  pitifully  at 
night  that  he  would  lovcr  W\<  licad  to  kcq>  tnit  liif  soimd.  bm  he  hou^it  •^otne 
corn  meal  and  a  harrel  of  sjdt  (price  nine  dollars),  ami  that,  with  Immsing 
tree  tops,  brought  the  cattle  out  all  right  in  the  spring.  Of  the  season  of 
1838  he  wrote:  "We  ran  out  of  provisions.  I  managed  to  get  a  hushel  of 
com  and  going  nine  inileft  to  mill  hy  a  zigzag  road  through  the  woods,  nmid 
not  get  my  grist  until  the  next  day  and  then  not,  because  I  would  not  huy  a 
jug  of  whiskey.  I  irnvi-lcd  that  road  four  times  and  finallx,  to  keep  from 
starv'incT  at  home,  v  money  to  fill  that  jug.  gnt  my  grist  and  finished  my 
well  and  got  go<Hi  water."  He  gave  twelve  dollars  for  a  harrel  of  flour,  six- 
teen dollars  a  hundred  for  jpork;  drove  far  and  near  to  get  corn,  found  some 
west  of  Fort  Wayne  three  years  old  and  musty  and  covered  with  litters  of 
rats.  It  was  all  he  could  get  and  it  cost  him  one  dollar  a  bushel,  ftoadu 
were  only  a  few  trails  cut  thnnigh  forest  and  dense  nnderhraalh,  and  much 
stuff  \va>;  li.iuk'd  up  tlu"  St.  Joe  in  horits  and  lie  had  many  narrox^  esfajies  from 
lippintj  over  aiul  losin<^  tlie  car^^'oes.  john  Wyatt  owned  and  lived  on  the 
same  land  for  .seventy  years,  a  record  never  ef|ualctl  iti  1  >eKalh  county. 

Edmond  Wyatt  was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead  in  Jackson  town- 
diip  and  completed  his  educational  trafaiing  in  the  high  school  at  Spencar- 
^p|lle.  Reared  as  he  was  to  the  life  of  a  former,  he  pursued  this  vocation 
after  reaching  his  majority  and  became  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  good  land 
in  Jackson  township.  In  1891  he  sold  this  tract  and  hought  eighty  JW^res  m 
Newville  township,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devote<l  his  attenticm  until 
IQ02.  in  February  of  which  year  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Auburn.  In 
January,  1903,  Mr.  Wyait  engAgttU  in  tlui  tii^l  business  in  this  city,  to  which 
he  has  since  devoted  his  attention  and  in  which  he  has  been  rewarded  with 
vary  craditahle  sitpccss.  He  carri^  a  complete  line  of  hard  and  soft  coal  and 
aoha  and  is  |»«inpt  and  reliable  in  his  deliveries  t<  •  the  trade..  A  man  of  good 
business  judgment  and  the  stncte.st  integrity,  lie  has  won  and  retains  to  a 
notable  degree  the  confidence  of  the  people  and.  because  <>f  his  sterling  quali- 
ties and  ijenial  niiiiiner,  he  is  popular  in  the  circles  in  which  he  moves. 

On  March  ii,  18*45,  Mr.  Wyatt  was  married  to  Jane  McKinley,  who 
W9s  bpm  in  1869  in  Ashland  omnity,  Ohio^  being  brought  the  same  year  to 
CtlKalh  ffwnty,  Indiana*  h^  parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Romine)  Mc- 
Kinley, the  former  of  whom  acfofid  cousin'  of  President  MclCinlcy, 
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Her  ftarents  were  residents  of  Jackson  township,  this  county,  for  many  years, 
but  in  later  life  removed  to  Butler  township,  where  they  spent  their  hst 
days.  Mr.  McKinley  was  born  in  Mifflin  conntv,  Pennsyh'ania.  on  January 
22,  1820,  and  his  deaiii  occurred  on  rebruary  6.  1896,  at  the  age  of  sevaity- 
stx  yeaiB.  He  was  a  good  neighbor,  kii^  and  considerate  to  all  and  was  gen- 
erous in  his  aid  to  others.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Shinneman,  became  the 
mother  of  four  children,  and  his  second  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
January  9,  1851.  was  bom  in  Putnam  county.  Ohio,  on  September  1 1.  1830, 
and  died  <  >n  April  21,  1900.  She  became  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  t'liiht  arc  li\  ing. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyatl  have  been  horn  three  children:  Fraiikiin 
Dale,  bom  December  30,  1885.  married  Mar  Milliman,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Violet  Marie,  Charles  Cecil  and  Harry  Richard;  lea  May,  bom  May 
4,  1887,  is  the  wife  of  Fordyce  NewtcHi,  of  Anbura ;  Myrtle,  born  December 
20,  1889,  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  Since  May,  191 1,  Fordyce  Xewton 
has  been  a  jiartner  with  Mr.  Wyatt  in  the  coal  business,  although  his  [>er- 
son.il  attention  i^;  q:iven  to  his  own  trade'  rt^  a  niachini.st.  1-' ra temally.  Mr. 
Wyatt  is  a  member  01  the  Knights  of  i'ythias. 

Mr.  Wyatt  has  always  been  enterprising  and  public  spirited  and  ready 
at  all  times  to  lend  his  inlltience  to  measures  and  movements  liaving  for  their 
object  the  welfare  of  his  fellowmen.  His  character  has  always  been  above 
reproach,  his  word  as  s;icred  as  his  bond  and  all  wlio  know  him  speak  in  high 
•praise  of  his  sterling  (jualities  of  manhtwHi  and  citizenship.  He  luis  livecl 
wisely  and  his  frientls.  who  are  legion,  unite  in  the  earnest  prayer  that  he  may 
be  s|)iired  many  years  to  ble.ss  the  world. 


SILAS  NODINE. 

Agriculture  has  been  the  true  source  of  man's  dominion  on  earth  sinoe 
the  primal  existence  of  labor  and  been  the  pivotal  industry  that  has  controlled, 
for  the  most  part,  all  the  fields  of  action  to  which  his  intelligence  and  energy 

have  been  devoted.  Among  this  sturdy  element  of  DeKalb  county  whose 
labors  have  profiled  .alike  themselves  and  the  conimtmity  in  which  thi  v 
is  the  gentlenum  whose  nanu-  apj>enrs  at  the  liead  oi  tliis  sketch,  and  in  view 
of  the  consistent  life  record  lived  by  the  sui»ject  since  coming  to  this  section 
of  the  country,  it  is  particularly  fitting  diat  the  foUowmg  short  record  of  his 
career  be  incorporated  in  a  bocde  of  this  nature. 
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'  Silas  Nodihe^  one  of  the  suceessful  farihers  and  progressive  citizens  of 
Wilmington  township,  was  bom  in  Connecticut  on  November  ^19,  1848,  luad- 
is  tiie  son  of  Hirain  and.  Rebecca  (Miller)  Nodine,  both  of  whom  also  were: 
natives  of  the  Nutmeg  state.   The  famih  aiux  snal  history  is  traced  back' 

throii^'h  a  ntimher  of  |nfenoratif»ns  to  I'!iiglaii(l  and  tliciKt.-  hack  to  France, 
where  ilic  faniily  orii^iiiatcfl.  The  sttbject's  f,M i at-j^randtatiicr  was  Elias. 
Nodine,  wlio  married  a  lady  of  nobility,  and  to  whom  was  born  a  son,  John, 
who  married  Laura  Pearceon  October  23,  1825.  Among  their  children  was- 
Hiram  Nodine,  the  subject's  lather, 'who  was  bom  near  Sharon;  Litdilield 
county,  Connecticut,  on  April  7,  1827.  John  Nodine,  the  subject's,  grand* 
father,  came  from  Sharon,  Connecticut,  in  1846,  and  located  in  Union,  now 
Grant  township,  DeKall)  county,  Indiana,  entering  a  tract  of  land  in  sectfon 
12,  which  he  cleared  ami  where  he  tniilt  a  home,  six-nding  tiie  rest  of  his  days 
there.  In  addition  to  tlie  cuhivatiorj  ui  the  soil,  he  also  did  considerable 
surveying  and  was  an  important  factor  in  the  early  life  of  the  community. 
While  helping  his  bhvther,  Joseph,  survey;  he  took  cold,  frpin  thp-effest^  o'£ 
which  he  diedi  '  The  bf othbr,  Joseph.  refeVired  to.  was  cotintr  siirvj^oir  during 
thelfftie^  'Hiram  Nodine.  who  was  reared  in  Connettkut.  >\^»s  marridd  oft 
January  31,  1848,  to  Rebecca  Miller.  whn>;e  litrth  ocmrred  in  Goiinccticut  on 
August  26,  jH2(y,  ami  fo  them  were  hnni  tour  children.  Silas.  fiorn  NovcnifxT 
19,  1848;  Laura,  i>om  May  26,  1850.  ami  Benjamin  and  John,  twins,  wha 
were  born  on  Deceitiber  2,  1851.  The  motlier  of  these  last  named  cliildren 
died  at  their'  biimi;  Hiram  Kbdkie  w^s  a  blaster  an-  the  iroR*mtnis^.itiear  his 
hbiiie,  in  which  He' did  all  flw  blasting  until- tSi^S^  whuen  he  and  his-  faAiilyl 
(iaime  to  DcKalb  county.  locating 'on  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  12,  Grant  township,  near  his  father.  The  long  journe)-! 
from  the  New  Ens:land  state  to  Indiana  was  mad^  through  the  lake  and 
thence  bv  canal  to  Vort  Wayne  and  bv  stage  to  Waterloo.  Thert  Hiram 
Nodine  followed  farming,  buying  more  land  as  he  was  prospered  until  event- 
ually hev>wned  two  hundred  acres.  He  was  a  man  of  good  intdlectual  attain- 
mentsf  and  during  his  early  days  he  taught  school  two  winters.  After  the 
death  of  his  6ret  wife  Hiram  Nodine  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  he 
worked  one  summer  in  the  mines  and  then  returned  to  Waterloo,  where,  oof 
November  21,  1853,  he  married  Mary  Nodine,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
fulana  Nodine.  She  was  hnm  in  New  York  slate  and  came  here  with  her 
parents  in  1844,  locating  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  12,  Later  her 
parents  sold  tiieir  farm  and  moved  ta  Branch  county,  Michigan,  where  th^ 
lived  a  number  of  years  and  then  bought  a  fann  east  of  Fremont  in  the  soudi- 
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wtst  mmv  9t  Clear  LMw  townfliii^  Sl«ti|pfii  urnnty,  Imdimmt  wbm  they 
afKilt  th0  balance  of  then  lives.  To  Hirani  Nodine's  second  niRrnikgit  WW: 
born  the  following  children:  Albert,  bom  October  3.  1854,  died  at  the  gol- 
<ii<  r':'  Home  at  Marion,  Indiana,  on  January  15,  1906;  Ann  Melts^,  Imhti 
St[)tenilHr  27,  1856,  tlicd  on  Jvily  1860;  Emeline.  lw>rn  June  30,  iti^H.  i? 
tiie  wile  of  A.  C.  Jackson,  and  they  live  in  Michigan  j  VViUiajn  jeffersw,  horn 
April  10,  i860,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  werki  Mary  MtiriUa. 
Iioni  December  12,  1861.  died  on  October  31,  i868i  from  the  effests  of 
falliag  from  «  tree  top  tbot  had  been  cut  down:  Qpheiia,  bon»  Aufuct  ^1* 
1863,  died  on  September  >j.  1873  ;  George,  born  April  2J,  1865,  is  a  manHr 
facttirer  of  c«nent  work  at  Waterloo;  Cliarles,  born  June  13,  1867,  lives  ♦«! 
a  farm  nrar  Waterlno  in  ?mithfield  township;  Ornsnuif;.  horn  Jarvuary  34. 
180Q.  hyc^  in  (  'aliff>rnia :  Hor.t.  born  Jantnn-  10.  1870,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Shaw,  and  lives  in  Oklahoma;  Aim^s,  Imm  January  £.  1873.  livt-s  i»  Water- 
loo; Riduu-d,  bom  August  31,  1874,  died  January  31,  1875;  Henry,  horn 
November  30,  i#75.  ia  em^kiyed  In  W.  J.  Nodkie's  miHa  at  Waterloo;  Chiot. 
horn  June  6, 1677.  died  00  May  «.  1890.  The  father  of  theee  children  died  oa 
October  !i,  1902,  and  his  second  wife  passed  away  on  jEumarv  30.  1685. 
Hiram  Nodine  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and  strict  inte|frity  of  word 
and  action,  and  rhirititr  hi<  !"n?  re^^idence  in  this  Incnlity  he  always  com- 
mandpfl  the  fullest  measure  oi  {Nt^ntlar  e^em  because  of  his  i^ight  life  and 
splendid  industry. 

Silas  Nodine,  the  immediate  anhiect  of  this  sketch,  tecetved  his  oducattoa 
hi  tiie  oaamaa  schools  of  DeKalb  county,  and  was  reared  to  the  Ufe  of  a 
farmer,  a  pursuit  iriiich  he  has  never  forsaken,  hawing  early  ditennined  that 

to  Che  hu^ndtnan  there  was  afforded  an  independence  and  a  guarantee  of 
success  which  is  offered  by  no  otlter  >ocntion  In  this  decision  he  showed 
gootl  judgment,  for  he  ha*;  been  to  a  ^ratityinj^  dftjref  5urres«fnl  in  hi*:  agri- 
cultural effort-^.  an<l  ban  iKttHiie  the  owner  ui  twu  bnndred  and  iorty  iiuc> 
of  most  desirable  land  in  Wilmington  town.ship.  tf»  the  cultivation  of  which 
he  gives  his  tmdivided  attention.  He  carries  on  a  general  tine  of  farming 
and  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  live  stodi,  in 
hoth  of  winch  he  exerclan  sound  judgment  and  wise  discrimination,  and 
among  his  fdlow  agriculturists  he  is  considered  an  up'to-datc  and  enterpris- 
ing farnu-r.  His  pl  ice  is  well  impr-  \  e<l  in  e\  tM  v  rcs|>t*ct,  l)eing  kept  in  good 
rcunir  and  in  all  regard*;  he  exhibits  a  mndcrn  and  proj^ressive  disposition, 
adopting  new  methods  where  their  superiority  over  okl  methods  hat»  been 
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4BMMlfiit«d»  thf  reMtt  Miif  dkit  Iw  hu  dHwaod  the  tmvmmn  of  iiesults 

Ib  1883  Mr.  Nrxitne  was  imrriod  to  EmnM  Kitav«l«  the  Aftughter  of 

Cr^trnt  and  ( Myets)  Knavel,  who  were  early  settlers  of  DeKalb 

ffnnity,  having  cmv^  here  from  Ohv>  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nodine  have  been 
born  tbe  followiitx  ilitklren:  juttu  B.,  VV»her^  Amirew  J.,  WiUU  K.,  Hotfjr 
D.,  Ck)ldie  Marie  and  SiUs  H. 

FditiCMlI)r»  Mr.  NodiM  bis  beta  •  W(t4mg  mppotm  of  tlw  Rafmltt- 
mm  puty  aad  mMc  from  tlie  «flk«  of  tuptrviMir,  ivtilcli  lie  for  a  iNMhlMf 
of  ycftiSt  he  has  never  held  public  office  of  tHy  mtinv^  pifift«rf1lif  to  davott 
U»  time  and  atteilCkM  to  hia  private  lMisi|ie»»  affairs.  Im  atf  ptlMt  affairs 
Mr  Nodine  take?»  r  fle**^  interest.  He  tinqtiestiotiriMv  posse^jses  the  q»jalitie» 
whicii  typify  the  gcnticman  and  becatr^e  of  his  ujirfght  life  he  IUm  woiI  aiid 
raiaiii»tbe  frieodftiip  ta\4  rvspect  of  all  wiio  know  httn. 


M1L£S  J.  WALLER. 

Indivtduat  enterprise,  which  is  justly  the  boast  of  the  American  people, 
is  strikingly  exhiUted  in  the  career  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the 
intro^ction  of  this  sketch,  for  the  well  improved  and  well  cultivated  farm 
and  splendid  home  which  lie  ha9  accumalated  by  hh  nwn  efforts  would  indi- 

'■nrr  he  lias  let  no  ohstacle  thwart  hiin.  lie  has  l>een  a  very  active  man 
m  tbe  developnien*  fyf  ht-^  conimitnity.  and  the  part  which  he  has  takaa  in  its 
growth  eniitlesi  htm  \n  a  [►^ate  m  his  county's  history. 

Mites  J.  Welter  was  bom  September  26.  1861.  on  the  old  home  in 
Butler  tewRsMp,  DeKalb  county,  Indiam,  the  son  of  Joseph  tn4  CaraliDa 
(Johnaon)  Wdlar.  The  fatlier  waa  ham  October  23,  iSM;  in  RochiBgUaaH 
county,  Vkglnla,  and  the  mother  waa  bom  in  Chamiiatgn  coiimy.  Ohio,  on 
Apr*)  23,  1832.  Wh«t>  btit  a  baby,  Joseph  Weller  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  Clark  cotinty.  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  and  waa  there  nnrrred.  Tn  i860 
he  arxl  hi-s  wite  came  to  DeKalh  fouiity.  Indiana,  and  settletl  on  a  farm  in  sec- 
tion {9.  Butler  township,  io  them  were  bom  two  children,  Mrs.  Mary  .E. 
Hogne.  who  fives  fat  Noble  county,  Itnliana,  ami  the  nib|ecl.  Joseph  WeHev 
waa  a  llfe-toof  fanner  and  in  their  oM  age  he  and  his  wife  were  taiMlerK* 
cared  for  by  the  siibject  and  his  sister.  The  fadier  died  on  Aqgnat  joi  r^ia. 
and  the  mother  on  June  12,  1912.   Joseph  Weller  was  a  Democrat  in  ^itica. 
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•  A  veiygood  edticalioii  was  securi>d  by  the  subject  in  the  boilttnon  achoofo 
of  the  county,  he  roundiiig  out  his  studies  with  a  two  years^  odurse  la  the 
Auburn,  high  sdiool.  He  was  thus  equipped  to  take  up  the  work  of  teaching, 
which* he  engaged  in  for  about  eight  years,  in  the  district  schools  of  K^ser 

aiid  Butler  townships.  However,  pcfln;^OL;ical  wnrk  ])ri)\in!g  too  confining 
he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  his  duties  as  an  educator  and  turn  to  agricul^ 
tiire.  As  a  tiller  of  tIk-  s  >i1  he  lias  gained  a  repnuiioa  bccomi  to  none,  and 
his  oiic-huudred-and-six-Hcrc  larni,  with  its  toiniortablc  home  and  substan- 
tial farm  bnilding^t.is  a  monument  to  his  thoroughness  and  intelligence  in  apt 
plying,  modem  methods  to  bis  work.  i 
Miles  J.  Weller  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Emma  Houser,-  on  Janti-^ 
ary  21,  1883,  the  daughter  of  David  and  Salome  Ilouser,  natives  of  Fennsylf 
vania.  To  this  union  were  horn  three  children:  Mr«;.  \rtic  IMtind.  whf)  lives 
in  Butler  township;  Frank  lives  on  a  farm  in  Butler  idwnship;  Kalph  is  de^ 
ceased.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Weller,  whom  he  married  in  1891,  was 
Effie  Hartung.  the  daughter  of  laewis-and-  Kathren  (Karton)  Hartung.  The 
two  grandchildren  in  whom  the  subject  takes  great  pride  &re  Lconsi  And  Floyd*. 
Politically,  Mr.  Welter  is  independent,  voting  for  the  men  whom  he  con- 
siders best  qualified  for  the  offices  regardless  of  th«ir  political  views. 


FREDERICK  CINDER. 

The  life  history  of  Frederick  (lindor.  one  of  \hv  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  venerable  veteran'?  now  liviiii:  in  honorable  retirement  in  W  ilmiuf;- 
ton  township,  shows  what  industry,  ^mid  habits  and  staunch  citizenship  will 
accomplish  in  the  battle  of  acquiring  property  and  rearing  clivldren  to  lead 
steady  and  respectable  IK'es.  His  life  has  been  one  replete  With  duly  wel^ 
and  cotiscientioudy  performed  in  all  its  relations.  He  has  not  been  a  man -to 
sfarhlk  from  His  duty,  !io\\  i.  \«  r  irksome  or  dangerous,  whether  in  the  role  of 
private  citizen  or  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  it  is  such  traits  that  win  in  life's 
afTairs.  He  lus  come  down  to  t^s  from  the  pioneer  perto<l  and  has  note<l 
the  wondrous  transformation  from  that  time  to  this,  playing  well  hi";  part  in 
the  drama  of  civilization.  He  lias  been  an  advocate  of  whole.some  living  and 
cleanliness  in  politics  as  well,  and  has  ever  been  outspoken  in  his  antipathy 
to  wrong  doings,  whether  1^  the  humble  dtisen  or  by  the  incumbent  of  in? 
flucntial  offices. 

Frederidc  Cinder  was  bom  in  Ashbnd  county,  Ohio,  on  the  25th  day  of 
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April.  1843,  is  ^  son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Miller)  (binder,  bfith  of 
whom  were  nati\es  of  Germany.    The  subject's  grandfather,  Jacob  (tinder, 

also  a  native  of  the  fatherlaml.  catiu-  in  tin-  I'liitetl  Stales  v\lieii  hi-  s  Jacob, 
\va?  hut  en  rears  old  ami  settled  in  Ashland  county.  Ohio,  ulu-re  they  re- 
mained until  the  family  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  1854,  and  here 
the  subject's  father  lived  until  his  death,  followin^^  farming,  in  which  lie  met 
with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  horn  the  following 
children:  Katherine,  P.  D..  two  who  died  in  infancy,  Eva,  ftfary,  George, 
Ivlatilda,  Sarah,  Louis  and  the  subject. 

Frederick  Cinder  received  his  education  In  the  common  sch  '  f  Ohio 
and  hidiana.  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  a  vocation  whicli  he  has 
never  forsaken  and  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  very  ^rati  fyins'  degree  of  suc- 
cess. He  was  also  tnyaf^ed  for  thirty  years  in  the  sawmill  Imsine.-s.  I)ein«f  a 
good  judge  of  timber  and  an  expert  in  this  line,  and  in  this  as  in  his  farmmg 
Operations  he  has  been  prospered.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
splendid  land  in  Wilmington  township  and  has  been  guided  by  up-to-date 
ideas  in  the  management  of  his  farm,  the  conditii^i  of  the  building,  fence* 
and  fields  indicating  him  \<  "  man  of  gciotl  judgment  ami  wise  discrim- 
ination iti  the  management  of  his  estate. 

in  i<^)i  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Southrni  rdRilion.  Mr.  riindi-r  t-ulisled 
as  a  private  in  Company  F.  I'orty- fourth  ket^iment  Indiana  X'olunteer  In- 
fantry, imder  the  command  of  Colonel  Reed,  and  the  regiment,  being  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  was  plunged  into  the  midst  of  the 
struggle  at  the  outstart.  Mr.  Hinder  took  part  in  many  of  the  most  hotly 
conte'ited  battles  <if  that  grmt  struggle,  inchuling  the  .sanguinary  tondicts  at 
Fort  Donelson.  Shiloh,  Coritii!i.  Stone  River,  Mission  Ridge,  Perrvsville 
and  f "hieknmauga.  tlum  vlmh  there  v. ere  no  more  imi)ortant  battles  fought 
in  the  miildle  west  section  of  the  Southern  territory.  Mr.  (iinder  served 
three  years  and  two  months  valiantly  and  courageously  ami  was  mustered 
out  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  in  December,  1864,  with  a  military  record 
of  which  he  is  justifiably  prmtd. 

Mr.  Ginder  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  i^  -;,  to  ICmily  McDaniel, 
the  daughter  of  David  and  Nancy  f  CitTK' iihauser  )  McDaniel,  lx)th  of  whom 
were  members  of  old  families  of  DeKalh  county.  To  this  union  were  born 
the  following  children:  Jacob  Sherman.  J*)hn  Philip.  Maggie,  deceased. 
Bryan  and  Hiram,  twins,  David  O.,  Nora,  Cleorge  and  I  "red,  deceased,  .\fter 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Ginder  marric<l  Elizabeth  Hollinger.  the 
(48) 


Digitized  by  Google 


754  DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 

* 

widow  of  George  Hollinger.  Politically,  Mr.  Gmder  gives  his  support  to  the 
Pmhiljitinn  party,  believing  that  the  liquor  question  is  the  most  important 
issue  before  the  American  people,  and  he  is  standing  firmly  for  his  convictions 
on  this  subject.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  l-nited  Brethren  church, 
in  the  success  of  which  iie  is  deeply  mteresteti  and  to  tlie  supjKtrt  of  which 
be  contributes.  All  wordiy  enterprises  for  the  general  advancement  of  tbe 
community  find  in  him  an  earnest  advocate  and  liberal  patron,  and  he  has 
always  given  his  influence  and  aid  to  every  progressive  measure  for  the  good 
•  of  his  fellow  men.    He  is  in  every  respect  an  upright,  energetic  man.  keenly 

alive  to  every  interest  \^  hi^  li  alte(  ts  ilie  gr(»wth  and  development  of  his  com- 
munity an<l  has  every  reason  In  \k-  proud  of  his  success  and  of  the  prominent 
place  he  holds  in  the  public  esteem. 


FOREST  A.  HIXSON. 

Among  the  men  of  influence  in  DeKatb  county,  who  have  the  interest 
of  their  locality  at  heart  and  who  have  led  consistent  lives,  therdnr  gaining 
definite  suoxss  along  their  chosen  lines»  is  Forest  A.  Hixson.  a  successful 
farmer  of  Butler  township,  havit^  there  a  valuable  and  highly  prodoctive 
farm,  which  he  manages  w  ith  tlie  care  atrd  discretion  that  stamps  him  as  a 
twentieth-century  agricnUurisi  of  the  liii^hest  order. 

Forest  A.  Hixson  was  U:)rn  February  ly,  1877,  and  is  the  son  «»f  Bcimeit 
and  Sarah  \L  (  Knott )  Hixson.  both  lieing  natives  of  Ohio.  To  these  parents 
were  bom  six  children,  namely:  James  O..  deceased:  Mabel  M.  was  bom 
November  9,  1874.  and  resides  on  the  farm :  the  subject :  Roy  and  Ray.  twins, 
are  deceased:  Tula  V..  who  was  born  August  21.  1886.  was  married  December 
24.  K)!^.  to  Thc<»d<)ro  Rhtnles.  The  sul)icct's  father,  who  was  one  oi  the 
earliest  settlers  of  DcKalb  county,  died  oti  l^ll^  7.  1807.  and  his  widow  now 
makes  lier  lionK*  with  her  son.  Forest  A..  «>ii  ihc  Isoiiic  larm. 

Receiving  .1  good  common  school  education,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
review  engaged  in  farming  and  has  made  this  his  life  work.  He  is  at  present 
cultivating  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  clK>ice  land  in  Butler  township, 
which  his  owned  jointly  by  the  subject,  his  tiiother  and  two  sisters. 

On  January  i_>.  kk^o,  occurred  the  marriage  of  the  -tibject  to  Anianda 
Ho-iscf  .  daughter  of  Adam  and  ("atherine  1  lU'bher  )  llouser.  Iwith  nnti\es  of 
Pennsylvania.    To  this  union  have  been  born  three  children ;  Ralph.  <le- 
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ceased;  Belva,  who  was  born  October  36,  i<)02.  and  Mary  K..  who  was  liom 
Jttne  29,  1907. 

The  farm  now  occuiiied  by  Mr.  Hixson  is  the  old  home  place,  it  being 
called  *'the  old  James  Reynolds  fann.  James  Reynolds,  the  suhjert's  nrcat- 
grandfather,  having  purchased  it  in  1858.  and  iIr  fatni  has  Ijeen  continuously 
since  in  the  possession  of  some  meml>ers  of  the  taniily. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  faiths  Mr.  Hixson  has  given  loyal  support  to 
that  party,  althoi^  never  having  been  desirous  of  political  honors,  preferring: 
to  linnt  his  activities  along  that  line  to -casting  his  vote  for  the  principles  he 
thought  right. 


JOSEPH  PEPPLE. 

One  of  the  sterling  citizens  of  DeBCalb  county  is  J<)se|>h  Pepple,  a  name 
well  known,  especially  in  Butler  township,  where  he  has  a  splendid  and 
attractively  kept  landed  estate,  and  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  his  community.  .\s  a  result  of  his  industry,  integrity  and  genuine 
worth  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  {jeople  of  this  vicinity,  mainly  as  a 
result  of  his  iwindples  of  modern  farming  and  progressive  and  upright  citizen- 

Joseph  Plepple  was  bom  on  July  4.  iSfjj.  in  Butler  township,  DeKalb 
county,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Addeline  (Hahn)  Pepple.  His  parents,  at  an 
early  date,  came  from  their  native  state  of  Ohio  and  were  among  the 
pioneers  who  fought  and  conquered  the  hartlships  and  |>erils  of  liiose  days. 
To  the  elder  Jti.<eph  and  Addeline  Pepple  were  born  seven  children,  namely: 
Mrs.  Frances  Liung  lives  in  DeKalb  a>unty:  George  and  Jessie  are  deceased: 
Mrs.  Ellie  Thrush  lives  in  DeKalb  county:  Mary  is  deceased:  Joseph:  Mrs, 
Leah  Fitch  lives  in  Seattle.  Washington. 

At  such  times  as  he  could  Ije  spared  from  the  work  of  farming  <m  the 
home  plare,  the  <n!)iert  attetnled  the  common  ';riuiit]<  of  the  county.  After 
reacliiui,'  his  ma  jority  he  was  married,  on  Xo\  ember  2~.  1895.  to  Celia  (irilVui. 
dau^hiLT  i  t  Alanson  and  Henrietta  (Surfus)  (irilTfin.  he  a  native  of  New 
York  and  she  of  Indiana.  To  the  subject  and  wife  have  been  bom  five  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Viola  Timberlan  lives  in  Allen  county,  Indiana:  Mrs.  Effic  Griffin 
lives  in  Bntler  township;  Mrs.  Annie  Rugman  is  also  living  in  DeKalb  county; 
John  Griffin  is  a  resident  of  Allen  county;  Jessie  li\es  in  Butler  township. 

The  subject  is  now  actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  one  hundred  and  ninety- 


Digitized  by  Google 


756 


DEKALB  COUNTY.  INDIANA. 


seven  acres  of  his  sijlcndid  farm.  (jo<hI  Imildings  have  licen  added  bv  Mr. 
Pepple  an^  his.  hoine  is  a  model  among  the  good  homes  of  this  comnuuiit)  . 
Along  one  side  of  his  possessions  runs  an  intenirban  line,  which  not  only  adds 
to  the  value  of  his  holdings,  but  ts  a  great  convenience.  The  Republican 
party,  claims  Mr.  Pepple's  suffrage. 


FRANCIS  A.  HOGUE. 

Dependent  very  l.'.rgely  ii{x>n  his  uwn  resources  from  hi^  early  youtli, 
Francis  A.  iJo^iR:.  ut  Butler  tinvuship,  has  attained  n«>  insigiuticant  success, 
and  though  he  may  have,  hke  most  men  of  affairs,  encountered  obstacles 
and  met  with  reverses,  he  has  pressed  steadily  forward,  ever  willing  to  work 
for  the  end  he  has  iQ  view.  His  tenacity  and  fortitude  are  due,  no  doubt, 
in  a  large  measure  to  the  M'orthy  traits  inherited  from  his  sterling  ancestors, 
\\  hose  high  ideals  and  correct  principles  he  has  ever  ;$ought  to  i)erpetuate  m 
ail  the  relations  of  life. 

Francis  A.  Hogue  is  a  native  son  of  the  oI<l  ll<io>ier  slate,  having  been 
born  in  \\  ashington  townsliip,  Allen  county,  Indiana,  on  l-'ebruary  IJ,  i»S4y, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  ;md  Cornelia  (.IMey)  llogue.  l>oth  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  state  of  New  Vork.  The  subject's  father  came  from  his 
native  state  to  Ohio  with  his  parems  tii  I'oyhtxxl.  and  Mrs.  Hogue  also  moved 
to  the  Buckeye  state  in  girlhood.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  state 
and  eventually,  in  184 estal  lislied  their  |)ermanent  home  in  DeK'alb  coutity. 
which  at  that  titi'e  was  but  thinly  settled.  He  l<K-ati'd  in  I'.i'.tler  townshi]). 
where  thev  mnnined  for  ni.tny  years,  or  until  iSjV).  when  they  nio\cd  to 
Nehra.ska.  ['.Nentually  they  returned  to  DeKalb  county,  where  their  deaths 
occurred.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mary  A.;  Ellen  C, 
deceased;  the  subject  of  ihia  sketch;  John  H.,  James  W.,  Qaudins  F..  de- 
ceased, and  Merritt. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
DeKall)  county  and  ha>  always  fnllitwed  auricultural  pursuits  lie  is  the 
owner  of  one  luimlrefl  :>.rrr<  >»f  land  in  Uutler  township,  to  which  he  i^ives 
his  undivided  attention  and  in  the  operation  of  which  he  has  met  with 
splendid  success.  Early  in  life  he  estafilished  those  habits  of  industry  and 
frugality  which  have  assured  his  success  in  later  years  and  by  close  applica- 
tion and  perseverance  he  has  risen  to  a  high  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  farmers 
of  his  county,  being  regarded  today  as  an  enterprising  and  typical  famit  r  of 
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the  advanced  class.    His  superior  system  of  tillajie.  tlie  good  order  of  his 

fences,  the  well-cared- for  condition  of  his  fields,  the  commodious  and  com- 
fortable buildiut;-^  all  deinonstralc  his  smTt"^- f'.i!  nninat^emt-nt  and  wise  dis- 
cruiiination  in  the  care  of  his  prupertx  llr  ^artiuily  routlcs  hi<  rmps  so  as 
to  maintain  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  is  nui  sk)\v  to  lake  adxaniage  of  the 
most  advanced  ideas  relative  to  agriculture,  being  up-to^late  and  thorough 
in  his  methods. 

On  the  3d  day  of  January,  1882,  Mr.  Hogue  was  united  in  mamage  to 
Hannah  Kugler,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  (Gresh)  Kugler.  Both 
of  these  parents  were  natives  of  'iermjuiy.  cfmiinj,'  fro!ii  the  fatherland  to 
the  United  States  in  1853,  settling  tn  Xoble  county,  Indiana,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  dc\otinjj  their  energies  to  farming  pur- 
suits. The  lather  died  there  several  years  ago  and  is  survived  hy  his  widow. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogue  have  been  born  tliree  children,  namely :  Anna,  who 
married  William  Werning,  and  they  now  reside  at  Lima,  Ohio;  Dolpha,  the 
wife  of  James  Marsh,  of  i'lutler  Im  liship.  this  county,  ami  Francis,  who 
lives  in  Auburn  and  who  married  Zella  Marsh. 

politically,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  i-»  an  erirnest  adv<ieate  *>{  Demo- 
cratic policies,  and  e\er  ^ince  attaining  hi>  niajoiity  !ias  given  that  party  his 
stanch  allegiance.  He  has  no  aspirat!on.>  for  public  olTice.  br.i  maintains  an 
intelligent  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  community,  giving  his  sup|)ort 
at  all  times  to  every  movement  for  the  public  advancement.  A  man  of  keen 
.  discernment  and  sound  business  judgnient.  his  advice  is  often  sought  in  mat- 
ters of  business  and  he  is  consi<lered  a  man  of  more  than  r>rdi!iary  attain- 
ments. A  wide  reader  of  current  a(Tair->  and  a  thoughtful  ohserxer  of  men 
and  events,  he  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  issiu'*;  of  the  times  and  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  substantial  and  influentiai  citizens  of  the  locality 
which  is  honored  by  his  residence. 


OLIVER  P.  GROGG. 

It  ia  always  pleasant  and  profitable  to  contemplate  the  career  of  a  man 
who  has  wMi  a  definite  goal  in  life,  whose  career  has  been  such  as  to  com- 
mand the  hnnor  atid  reslJCCt  of  his  fellow  citizens.  .Such,  in  brief,  h  the 
record  of  the  well  known  agriculturist  ulir^e  name  heads  this  sketch,  tluin 
whom  a  more  w  hole-souled  or  popular  man  it  would  he  difticult  to  find  within 
the  limits  of  i>>eKalb  county,  where  he  has  long  maintained  his  home  and 
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where  he  has  labored  not  only  for  his  own  individual  advancement  and  tluii  of 
his  innnediate  family,  but  also  for  the  improvement  of  the  entire  community, 
whose  interests  he  has  ever  had  at  heart. 

Oliver  P.  Hrogg,  one  of  tlie  enterjirising  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Keyser  township,  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  was  born  on  July  i,  1865.  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  township,  and  is  a  <nn  of  Xdani  and  Emily  L.  (King) 
Grogg,  wht>  are  mentif>ned  s[>ccitically  ciscwlicrc  ;n  rliix  ufMk  in  tile  sketch  of 
the  subject's  brother,  Isaac  Grogg.  The  subject  s  taiiier  died  when  lie  was 
alK)Ut  six  months  old,  after  which  his  mother  nwved  to  Auburn,  and  when 
Oliver  P.  was  about  se\-en  and  one-half  years  old  his  mother  became  the  wife 
of  Daniel  Lower  and  moved  to  N'oble  county,  this  state.  Mr.  Lower  died 
^ere  and  his  widow  came  back  to  DeKalb  county,  where  she  evenuially  1)e- 
came  the  wife  of  Daniel  Thomas,  of  Conmna,  who  is  represented  eisewhere 
in  this  work. 

The  siibied  of  ihi-  --ki-trli  ^lu-iu  hi^  early  vears  wuli  ui-iilu-i'.  Ii.dkm^ 
alter  lier  niterests  careluily  during  her  widow  years,  and  then  alter  Ins  mar- 
riage, which  ocairred  in  1890,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Xotjte  county,  carr>'- 
ing  cm  that  pursuit  there  for  eight  rears.  On  October  18.  1898,  he  returned 
to  DeKalb  county,  settling  near  the  old  home  farm,  where  he  now  lives  and 
to  the  cultivation  and  develo|)inent  <>f  which  he  has  devoted  himself  assidu- 
ously with  very  gratifying  results.  In  iqoo  he  Iniilt  a  new  residence,  rc- 
nvidellcd  the  barn.  :uid  has  in  other  wnys  broui^ht  the  place  up  t><  a  high 
sialitlard  of  develo])nient  and  im|)n»venieni.  Of  the  old  l)arn  that  stood  on 
this  farm,  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  subject's  father  jKiiiUed  this  barn  when 
it  was  originally  built  by  his  father,  the  paint  being  made  from  red  clay  fotmd 
near  the  barn,  and  which  was  ground  and  burned  and  finally  mixed  with  oil, 
Thotigh  crude  in  methoil  of  manufacture,  the  result  was  highly  satisfaclorj* 
and  this  paint  lasted  until  the  barn  was  remodelled  in  i«;io.  Mr.  Grogg  is 
the  (iwner  of  '<th*  hundred  niul  twenty  acres  '>f  Hfy  ^]  land,  and.  >  |\^  int^  t<>  tiis 
lueiuieth-cent\ir\  methi  d--  and  his  wise  di^ci  itninali«^)n  in  tiic  loialion  of 
crops  and  other  athaneed  leatnres  of  agriciiiiure.  he  has  Ix-en  enabled  to 
realize  very  gratif)  ing  returns  for  his  labors.  He  raises  all  the  crops  com- 
mon to  this  section  of  the  country  and  gives  some  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
live  stock,  in  both  departments  being  considere<l  a  man  of  good  judgment  and 
sound  discrimination. 

In  1S90  .Mr.  Grogg  inarrie*!  Mary  l-'rantz.  the  il.uiiihter  of  t'hristian  and 
Marguerite  (  \mstutz)  Frantz.  and  a  sifter  of  J.^hu  I  i.uitz,  who  is  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  work.    To  them  has  i>een  iKirn  a  <iaughter.  Maude  .\.. 
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who  IS  the  wife  of  Matihew  Sleasnian,  of  Auburn,  this  county.  Mr.  (hog}^  is 
a  man  of  a  high  degree  of  intelligence,  being  well  read  on  a  wide  range  of 
subjects,  ami  is  an  interesting  conversationalist  and  a  forcible  speaker.  He 
is  thomughly  alive  to  the  current  qnestionft  of  the  day.  on  which  he  holds 
decided  opinions,  and  is  not  afraid  to  stand  staunchly  l)y  his  honest  conx  ic- 
tions  He  is  a  man  of  fine  qualities  of  character  and  is  deserving  of  the  high 
standing  whicli  he  enjoys. 


MARION  S.  DeLONG. 

All  caliinpfs.  whether  hninMr  or  exrihed.  may  ]k'  i)ro(Uicti\  e  of  sonic  mea- 
sure (jf  success,  it  enterprise  aiui  ludusiry.  cmiple*!  with  a  \\e\\  directs!  pur- 
pose, form  the  motive  ^jowtr  and  force  of  the  person  directing  the  same,  anil 
in  no  case  is  this  fact  more  apparent  than  in  agricultural  pursuits.  It  i»  a  well 
authenticated  fact  that  siuxess  aiines  as  the  result  of  legitimate  and  well  ap- 
plied energy,  unflagging  <letennination  and  jierseverance  as  well  as  the  alx)ve 
enumerated  qualities.  When  a  course  of  action  is  once  decided  on  these 
attri'uife^  nre  essential.  Sue*'*'-";  is  never  ktnn>n  (n  -^mile  upon  the  idler  or 
dreamer  and  she  never  courts  the  l  iater,  only  those  wiio  have  dili^^ently  souj^ht 
her  favor  being  crowned  with  her  iilessings.  In  tracing  the  lri>iory  ot  the 
pros])erous  and  influential  agriculturist  whose  name  fonns  the  caption  of  this 
hiogra]ihical  review,  we  find  that  the  a1:ove  named  elements  have  entered 
laigely  into  his  make-up  and  therefore  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  large  and 
ever-growing  success  which  he  has  attained. 

Marion  S.  Del^^ng  was  l>om  in  Richland  township.  DcKalb  comity.  Indi- 
ana, on  August  jS,  !8^>8.  the  <.'>\\  nf  flenry  I',  and  Jane  I  Mct  rum)  Del  on^,'. 
she  being  a  native  of  Canada  and  he  of  ( )lno.  The  father  cauie  t;)  this  county 
with  his  parents  when  he  was  quite  a  .small  boy  and  they  settled  in  Butler 
township.  They  later  moved  to  Fairfiekl  township  where  he  was  inarrie<l. 
after  their  marriage  they  lived  in  Richland  township  and  died  in  1889.  The 
wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  home  place  in  Richtaml  township.  Her  father 
built  the  first  school  house  in  the  town  of  .Auburn.  lie  never  lived  in  .Auburn, 
hilt  <rTtUd  and  dit-d  in  l\ichland  towiisl-ip  To  Henry  and  Jane  DeT.opij  were 
born  ftnir  children:  Marion  S.,  the  nnmediatc  subject:  .Mice.  Zoe  and 
Clarence. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  DeKalb  ctMmty  common 
<ch(M)ls.   After  completing  his  studies  he  taught  school  one  year,  then  took 
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up  farming  and  has  been  continuously  since  actively  engaged  in  that  inirsuii. 
in  whicft  be  has  acliiev«]  marked  succeis,  he  on-nir^  at  this  time  one  humtred 
and  twelve  acres  of  valualtk-  land  in  Fairfield  township.    In  1900  the  .<ubject 

was  unitefl  in  the  bonds  of  inntriniijiiy  witli  Matilda  IC.  Wittiij.  <lnii^hter 
George  and  lllizaljeth  ( Rheinliart )  W  itti;^',  hotli  nativ  es  '  f  (  lennrtiiv  "h<' 
came  to  Eric  county.  Oiiio.  and  later  to  DeKalb  county,  in  an<l  seiik  d 

in  Fairfield  township,  where  they  lived  all  their  days.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dc- 
Long  have  been  bom  three  children,  MildrecU  Helen  and  Audrey. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  DeLong  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at 
Comnna,  and  rif  the  Masonic  lodjje  at  Waterloo  and  the  chapter  at  \nhnm, 
while  politically,  he  is  tpiite  active  in  his  support  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  hrr  incr  lirt-n  for  some  time  precinct  cotninittecmnn  for  I'air- 
field  township  an  l  a  iiu  :iilier  m  tile  county  i^ri^anization.  Tli'^  rcliiiious  atliba 
tions  are  with  tiie  i.ntheran  church.  Mrs.  DeLojiff  is  a  nienilter  of  the  Pythian 
Sisters  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


R.W  C.  1)1L(..\R1). 

The  gentteman  whose  name  heads  this  jiaragraph  is  widely  known  as 

oae  of  the  honored  citizens  of  Aubmn.  Indiana.  He  has  lived  in  DcKalh 
county  all  his  life  atu!  for  a  number  <ti  years  li  ts  been  pruniincntl\  identilieil 
with  tlie  conJtnercial  interest >  of  fbis  coninnuiitw  Hi>  \vr!l-directed  effoLi>  :ij 
the  practical  alTairs  of  life,  bis  ca|iai)!e  inatiai^emeiu  oi  hi>  busnu'>-.  intercut 
antl  his  suiuul  judgUKiU  have  bmuj^ht  to  him  pn;>i»enty  and  his  life  tleniou- 
strates  what  may  lie  accomiilisher!  h\  an\  man  of  energy  and  ambition  who 
is  not  afraid  to  work  and  has  the  ]>erseverance  to  continue  his  lalwrs  in  the 
face  of  any  discouragements  \v1iich  may  seem  to  arise.  In  all  the  relation''^ 
of  lite  he  has  commanded  the  respect  an<l  confidence  of  tho>e  w  ith  whom  he 
has  l)een  brought  in  contact  and  a  Ijioyr:ii>bi(  al  b'-tory  of  DeKalb  county 
wonbl  poi  he  Complete  without  a  record  of  his  career. 

Ka\  C  l)iljS![ard,  a  successful  furniture  dealer  and  undertaker  at  .\uhuni. 
is  a  native  of  DcKalb  county,  having  l>een  f>oni  al)out  two  antl  one-halt  miles 
west  of  Waterloo  in  Grant  township,  on  May  2.^.  1881.  and  is  a  son  of  Sini<in 
and  Eliza  (Goodwin)  Dilgard.  The  subject's  paternal  grandparents.  Reuben 
and  Lovina  (Shaffer)  Dilgard.  were  residents  of  Mehackinville.  \\a\iie 
count}',  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  trade  rf  a  :iiilI.M  IK'  caiue  to  DeKalb 
county  in  1847  and  entered  a  homestead  in  (irant  town.ship,  alter  whieh  he 
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returned  to  his  Ohio  home,  where  he  remained  until  1857,  when  he  came  to 
his  Indiana  farm  and  established  his  permanent  h(»ne.  The  subject's  mother. 
Eliza  Goodwin,  was  Iwrn  in  Smithfield  townshii).  this  county,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  I3avid  ami  Susanna  (  Kcefer  )  Cioodwin.  ulio  cami"  in  an  early 
day  lo  this  coiiiHy  truni  \\'e<ttn' ireland  comity,  I Vnnsyl\ ania.  Sini  in  Dil- 
gard,  who  has  lulluucd  the  pursuit  of  aj^ricnhuic  ail  his  life,  is  r-lill  living  in 
Grant  township,  one  oi  the  honored  and  respected  citizens  01  his  coniinunity. 

Ray  C.  Dilgard  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  imtil  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  assisting  in  the  farm  work  during  the  summer  months  and  attending 
the  common  schools  in  winter.  He  later  entered  the  high  ,schr>oI  at  \\  aterloo, 
where  he  graduated  in  iHqi),  and  afterwards  was  a  student  at  the  Tri-State 
Normal  Scho.  .1  at  Angola.  He  then  lieoainc  associated  w  ith  the  International 
Hru\(  -icr  c  oinpaiiv  as  traveling  salesman,  with  headquarters  at  Sioux  City, 
Iowa.  A  year  later  he  joined  T.  (i.  Xorthwall  &  L'oniiianv .  tlcaiirs  in  a  'lii- 
ferent  line  of  fanning  implements,  with  headquarters  at  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
w^ith  whom  he  remained  as  a  traveling  salesman.  Tiring  of  the  road,  Mr. 
Dilgard  then  entered  a  school  of  embalming  at  Chicago,  taking  a  full  course, 
after  which,  in  jannary.  i<,<)3,  he  came  to  Aufnirti  and  rotnied  a  business  part- 
nership with  Ren  K.  Adams,  undertaker  and  dealer  in  furniture.  In  April 
of  the  iiillnwinc^  year  Mr.  Dilg.ard  bought  his  ]>-trtner"s  interest,  and  since 
then  has  continued  the  business  alone.  The  l)usnies>  now  controlled  by  Mr. 
Dilgard  was  established  in  .Auburn  about  liity  year.>  ago  by  a  relaii\e,  C  .  C 
Shaffer,  and  is  probably  the  oldest  established  bttsiness  house  in  the  city. 
Thoroughly  qualified  for  his  duties  as  undertaker.  Mr.  Dilgard  has  liancUe;l 
his  full  share  of  the  business  in  this  line  throughout  a  large  radius  of  sur- 
roimding  country,  while  as  a  furniture  dealer  he  is  tin  K  .ider  in  this  section. 

agreeable  <lis[>r)sitii/n.  pleasing  address  and  -Jiilendid  business  qualities 
ha\e  coininenderj  hnn  to  the  good  will  of  all  who  have  hati  tlcalings  with  him 
and  lie  enjoys  a  large  and  loyal  circle  <>f  friends. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Dilgard  Ijelongs  to  the  Free  and  .\ccepted  Masons,  tlie 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Eagle.  Modern  Woodmen  of  .America,  and  the  Commercial  Chih.  in 
all  of  which  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  and  is  an  ap|)reciative  member. 
Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  nre  member^  nf  the  Methodist  ltpisco|>al  church, 
to  which  they  give  an  earnest  support  ami  ciintrilnite  liberally. 

On  June  14,  1905.  Ray  Dilgard  was  married  to  Katherinc  .Smith,  of 
Albion,  Indiana,  daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Melissa  (Beck)  Smith.  Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Dilgard  move  in  the  best  sncial  circles  of  the  city  and  are  deservedly 
popular.  Charles  L.  Smith  was  a  native  of  Ohio  aiul  his  wife  of  Albion. 
NoUe  county,  Indiana.    He  came  to  Indiana  and  here  followed  fanning 

throughout  his  active  life,  being  now  retired.  Td  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
three  children.  namcl\- :  Leone,  tlie  uite  if  iMluard  Hicks,  of  Auburn;  May. 
the  wit'enf  Walter  liunhnTi,  of  Alhion:  Katheriiie.  Mrs.  Dilgard.  The  latter 
is  a  licensed  embahner  and  \v<)rks  w  ith  Mr.  Dilgard  on  all  his  calls. 


ALVA  F.  GROGG. 

One  of  the  best  known  and  most  enterprising  ui  tlie  younger  agricul- 
turists of  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  is  Alva  F.  Gro|^,  now  in  the  very  prime 
of  life  and  usefulness,  and  his  influence  as  an  honorable,  upright  citizen  is  pro- 
ductive of  much  good  upon  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  His  past 
success  i^ives  assurance  of  souutbinj^  vet  to  come,  and  he  is  evidently  destined 
to  continue  a  potent  factor  for  substantial  jjood  for  many  years  to  come 

Alva  F.  Grogg  is  a  native  son  (»f  the  old  Ho<>sier  state  and  »>f  the  county 
in  which  be  now  resides,  his  larth  'uuing  occurred  on  bis  father's  old  home- 
Stead,  on  July  3,  1882.  His  parents  were  Peter  H.  and  Mar^  J.  (Baker) 
Grogg,  the  former  a  native  of  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  of  Stark 
county,  Ohio.  The  Grogg  family  is  numbered  amr»ng  the  earlie.st  settlers  in 
DeKalb  county  and  bore  their  part  in  the  threat  task  which  i)re.sented  itself  in 
the  settlement,  clearing  and  openins^  up  "f  tht"  new  rMnntr\  tn  rivilization. 
To  Peter  H.  and  Mary  J.  Grf)gg  were  Iwrn  ten  children,  iiainel)  :  ( )-<rar.  of 
Kcyser  township,  this  county  :  W  il-i»n.of  Key.ser  to\vn>hip;  .Marion  aiui  Leltie 
are  deceased :  Alva  F..  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  next  in  order  of  birth ; 
Mrs.  Dora  Draper,  of  Richland  township,  this  county :  Einier.  who  operates  a 
farm  in  Union  township,  this  county:  Mrs.  Ltvttie  Close,  of  Grant  township: 
Gladys  and  Mabel  r«natn  at  home  with  their  parents. 

."Viva  F.  Groijq-  was  reared  under  the  parental  ro<»f  and  secured  a  j^ood. 
practical  edtiratnin  in  the  conmion  schools.  Reared  to  tlie  life  of  a  farmer,  be 
early  showed  his  uis»lum  in  maintaining  bis  cf)nnectiiin  with  that  Iwsic  in- 
dustry and  has  been  for  many  years  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  the  county.  His  ability  and  high  character  were  recog- 
nized when,  in  June.  iqij.  Mr.  tir^^g  was  ap|Miinted  .>iuperintendent  of  the 
county  farm,  assuming  (iu  duties  of  his  office  on  the  1st  of  September  follow- 
ing.   He  has  under  his  direction  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  in 
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the  handling  01  which  he  has  .shown  gnod  iu<lL;iiK-Ht  and  wise  discriininauon. 
managing  the  property  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  county  officials,  to 
whom  he  is  responsible. 

On  April  2^  1905,  Alva  F.  Grogg  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ada  R. 
Smurr,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Morr)  Smurr,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  DeKalh  county.  To  Mr.  ai.  1  M  r-^.  Grogg  were  born  two 
children,  Edward  \\  and  Edgar  P..  twins,  whose  birth  occurred  on  March 
14.  I9CX;.  l^olificall\ ,  Mr.  (Irogg  cfivcs  hi-^  tnpixirt  ti>  tho  Reptthlican  party, 
though  he  has  l>een  Uk>  husy  a  man  lu  have  entertained  an\  a.^piratiuu.s  tor 
office  holding,  his  present  position  havnig  come  to  him  practically  un.snught 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  those  who  felt  that  he  was  the  right  nu^n  for  the 
place.  He  is  not  only  a  progressive  farmer.  Init  is  consi<Iered  as  ranking 
among  the  most  enterprising  of  his  contemponiries.  interested  in  all  that  liene- 
fits  the  rommunit\  and  alive  to  the  welfare  of  his  fellowtnen.  Tie  lias  li\etl 
an  honorable,  nprisrht  life  an<l  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.    .He  and  his  wife  are  members  ut  the  Lutheran  church. 


WILLIAM  CHRISTOPHER  DIEHM. 

Any  person  who  will  in\  estigate  the  facts  in  the  case  will  be  surprised  to 
learn  the  great  number  of  people  of  Germanic  descent  now  living  in  the 
United  States.  Unque$tiona:bly  the  greatest  number  of  emigrants  reaching 
the  shores  of  the  new  world  come  from  that  nation,  and  statistics  show  that 
there  is  more  Germanic  blootl  in  the  United  States  tlian  any  other.  This  heing  a 
fact,  it  t<  easy  to  account  for  the  prosperity  an*!  morality  of  tliis  country. 
Not  only  that,  but  it  will  afford  an  explanation  iur  tin-  lox  t-  ''t  lcarniri«[  shown 
by  the  people  «)f  our  vast  nation,  (icnnany  is  fatuous  tiie  world  over  for  its 
remarkalile  tmiversities.  for  its  educated  men«  for  its  poets  and  philosophers, 
and  for  the  industry,  patience,  intelligence,  morality  and  sturdiness  of  its 
citizens.  These  qualities  have  been  brought  to  this  country  by  the  immigrants, 
and  are  n()w  part  and  parcel  of  (^ur  wonderful  nation — its  progress  in  domestic 
economy,  its  advancement  in  evety  branch  of  material  improvement  and  its 
love  of  country  and  hnme. 

William  C.  Diehm  was  born  un  l  ebiuary  16.  1864.  al)*)ni  one  and  one- 
half  miles  south  of  his  present  farm  in  Richland  township.  DcKalb  county, 
Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Margerite  (Riess)  Diehm.  Peter 
Diehm,  who  was  bom  in  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents 
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when  about  seven  years  of  age,  the  family  settling  first  on  a  farm  in  Wayne 
townshi)).  X  iIiK  cfmnty,  Indiana,  where  (1tc  «-ti1>icct'-  father  ac(|uirefl  a  fine 
forty-acre  farm.  Sn;iK"nuePt!v  he  "^nUl  that  tract  ami  moved  to  Richland 
t<n\nship.  Innin,!:^  Ins  prescnl  iaiiu  «>i  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
The  land  was  well  improved,  and  Mr.  Dichm  continued  his  active  operation  of 
the  place,  which  is  well  fenced  and  drained  and  in  all  respects  improved  in 
an  up-tCHdate  and  practical  manner.  The  subject's  father  died  on  Dtoember 
II,  1913,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years  five  months.  Marjjerite  I  Riess> 
Diehm.  who  also  was  born  in  the  fatherland,  came  \o  America  when  alxnit 
twcntv  two  years  of  ape.  and  settled  in  Wayne  township.  Xohle  couti!\  .  th'- 
stali  1  !er  death  occui  r(  'i  in  i()02.  at  the  aj^^e  of  seventy-six  years,  on  the  old 
home  I'aim.  She  wa.s.  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  a  help-mate  to  her  hus- 
band in  the  accumulation  of  his  material  ])ossessions.  working  hard  as  his 
assistant,  being  a  considerate  neighbor,  a  dutiful  wife,  a  kind  and  affectionate 
mother  and  dearly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  To  this  worthy  couple  were 
horn  nine  chihiren.  namely:  John,  ileceased ;  Mrs.  Chri.<tiana  Lash,  who 
lives  at  (iarrelt.  Indiana,  and  is  the  mother  oi  si\  children:  .Sarah,  deceased; 
Mrs.  Anna  Wells,  of  Xohlc  county,  who  is  the  nn>t'K'r  of  live  children;  Mr->. 
Katherine  ("raven,  of  Michitjan;  Mrs.  Mary  Kres-^e.  of  near  Kendalhille.  this 
state,  and  the  nujiher  oi  live  children:  W  illiam  C.  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  the  ne.xt  in  order  of  birth :  Fred,  who  is  a  retail  clerk  living  at  Kendallville. 
married  Lillie  Squires :  Henry,  a  farmer  in  T.agrange  county,  this  state,  mar- 
ried Rose  Gregg. 

William  C.  Diehnt  wm-^  reared  hy  his  parents  and  received  a  L'o"d.  prac- 
tical educatio!!  ill  the  scii(M)ls  of  his  home  to\Mislu']).  Fie  remained  with  his 
father  until  att.iiiiMis;  his  majoritw  n  hen  he  took  up  the  trade  of  carpiiiteriiijLj. 
which  he  f->llc.wed  at  differeiu  places  duriuir  the  followinfj  se^•enteen  years. 
For  four  years  he  lived  in  Noble  coutity.  operatinij  the  old  H  inkle  farm.  an<l 
then  came  to  Richland  township,  DeKatb  cotmty.  where  he  bought  forty  acres 
of  land,  section  18.  known  as  the  Farrington  farm,  but  retained  possession 
of  the  forty  acres  already  pi  11  chased.  At  the  end  of  a  year  in  Keyser  town- 
shiji  he  rettn  ned  to  his  Richland  township  fann.  and  has  since  given  his  nndi- 
vifled  attention  to  it-  npfration.  He  huilt  the  firesent  fine  hr'rn  .it  place 
in  iijoS.  and  has  iti  i/ilicr  ways  made  many  fine  jXTinaneni  imi>roveiiuni the 
place  rankinf4  amoisj^  the  he.st  in  the  township.  .Mr.  Uiehm  is  a  good  lanner 
in  every  respect.  ^i\'iti^  attention  to  every  detail  of  his  work,  and  is  in  his 
relations  with  his  neighbors  a  man  of  broad  sxtnpathies  and  kindly  interest, 
holdti^  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 
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Mr.  Dieliui  was  married  on  November  15.  i88K,  to  Riithtl  Leliner.  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  J.  and  Suzanna  (Trcesli)  Lehner,  the  former  a  native  of, 
Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1844,  and  the  latter  born  in  Ohio. 
Mr.  T..ehner,  who  always  followed  farming  pursuits,  came  to  DcICalb  county, 
settling  in  Richland  township,  where  his  death  occun  ed  in  1873.  e  was  sur- 
vived a  number  of  \ears  hy  his  \vi(1<i\v,  \\liose  death  occurred  on  January  3, 
1910.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dielim  have  Ixen  'v>rn  three  children:  Roy.  a 
farmer.  Mr-.  Kosa  Hulihiian  and  Vem.  who  live  al  Kendallville. 

Politically,  Mr.  Diehm  has  given  his  earnest  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  been  for  many  years  numbered  among  the  influential  men  of 
Richland  township.  A  Lutheran  in  his  religious  faith,  Mr.  Diehm  is  in 
hearty  sympathy  with  all  moral  movements,  but  is  not  personally  affiliated 
with  any  religious  society.  The  record  of  te.stimony  in  his  cotiinnmity  is 
ample  that  he  is  a  (ifaxl  citizen  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term,  wortfiy  of  all 
confidence,  and  ever  doing  worthily  and  well  everythin*^'  which  lie  gives  his 
attention.  .\  hospitalile  man  .nnd  rordially  re'siiniiMxc  u>  ail  social  claims, 
his  home  is  well  eqnippetl  antl  attractive  to  all  who  are  in  his  list  of  friends. 


MELVIN  E.  REYNOLDS. 

It  is  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  success  come;^  as  the  result  of  legitimate 
and  well  applied  energy,  unflagging  determination  and  perseverance  in  a  course 
of  action  when  once  decided  upon.  She  is  never  know  n  to  m  lilc  upon  the  idler 

or  dreamer  and  only  the  men  who  have  diligently  sought  her  favor  are  crowned 
with  her  blessings.  In  tracing  the  hi-^t  irv  of  [Vv  intluential  citizen  of  ("onmna. 
Indiana,  whn^c  nnme  forms  the  caption  of  this  re\-iew.  it  is  jilaMily  ^ceu  that 
the  >ucces,^  uhich  iie  enjoys  iias  l)een  won  hy  commemlahle  (jualities  and  it  is 
also  his  personal  worth  that  has  gained  for  him  the  high  esteem  of  those  who 
know  him. 

Melvin  E.  Reynolds  was  horn  on  May  31.  1858.  at  Fairfield  Center,  De- 

Kalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  a  son  of  Jerome  and  Barbara  (  F.ckert)  Reynolds, 
the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  (Jermany.  Jerome 
Remold'^  wa*!  hronglu  fri.ni  hi';  native  state  to  Ohio  with  hi'^  foster  parents, 
and  there  grew  to  tiia!ih(<<i(i  His  wife,  who  had  i)een  Uirn  in  (iermany.  was 
brought  to  this  country  at  the  age  of  eight  months,  her  parents  fir.st  .settling 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  later  locating  in  Ohio,  where,  in  \ oung  womanhood,  she 
met  and  married  Jerome  Reynolds.   In  the  spring  of  1856  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rcy- 
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Holds  came  to  Fairfield  Center,  DeKalh  i v  •unty.  where  he  followed  his  trade, 
that  of  cabinet-making,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  i)f 
good  habits,  steady  industry  and  stanch  integrity  anrl  enjoyed  the  ej-tf-t-Mi  aiifl 
confidence  of  his  coniiiuinity.  His  death  ixriirrcd  on  May  24.  1884,  ami  his 
wife  died  on  March  4th  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Reynolds  served  as  postmaster 
at  Fairfield  Center  continuously  from  1864  to  1884.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  bom  the  following  children,  Eolian,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Lower,  of  South 
Dakota:  Clarence  M.»  of  Auburn :  Mdvin  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch :  Walter 
T..  of  Corunna:  Virginia,  the  wife  of  Oiarles  Bangs,  of  Richland  townshij): 
Franklrn  ('•  .  of  C'onmna.  The  father  and  mother  of  M.  K.  Reynolds  had 
iMttli  Ijcen  married  prior  to  their  union,  and  by  his  first  wife  Mr  l\eynnld< 
was  the  father  of  three  chiklrcn.  Elizabeth.  decea.se<l:  Thomas,  who  was  a 
member  of  Compiny  A.  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  Indiana  V  olunteer  Infantrik-. 
during  the  Civil  war.  who  is  now  deceased,  and  Amelia,  deceased.  By  her  first 
marriage  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  the  mother  of  two  children.  Eolian  and  Lueila. 
both  of  whom  are  deceased. 

Melvin  E.  Reynolds  attended  the  conmion  schools  of  Fairfield  township 
and  then  was  a  student  in  normal  --chool  for  two  terni'^.  I'pon  the  cotnpletion 
of  his  education  he  l<M)k  up  cabinet  making,  hm  did  not  follow  thai  vocation 
long,  tunnng  liis  attention  (o  brick-making,  which  vocation  lie  followed  for 
seven  years.  He  then  again  entered  the  cabinet-making  work  in  Corunna, 
which  he  followed  for  five  years,  and  then  took  up  carpentering  and  contract- 
ing, being  thus  employed  imtil  1894,  a  period  of  ftevtn  years,  during  which 
time  he  constructed  many  of  the  prominent  and  substantial  dw  elHnq  s  and  busi- 
ness hou.ses  in  this  lucalitv  In  if^n  ;  Mr,  Reynold'^  engaged  in  ihc  saw -mill 
husi!>ess  at  Corunna.  whicli  has  commanded  his  attention  continuously  to  the 
present  time,  and  in  which  he  has  met  with  well-<leservcd  success. 

On  Decemher  .'5.  i88c;.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  married  to  Amanda  Wagner, 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Mar)-  Ann  (Billnuin)  Wagner.  These  parents, 
who  wrre  from  HuT«jn  ccwnty.  Ohio,  moved  to  Michigan,  where  the  father 
died.  The  widow  retumc»l  to  Ohio  an<l  later  catne  to  DeKalb  Couiit\  \\  ith  her 
parents,  where  she  remained  with  her  relatives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  kcynoUl.. 
have  lit  111  1'<ini  fi\e  children,  namely:  Harlcv  (i  .  nho  married  Rosa  Ma>on. 
and  thev  have  (wo  cbiklren.  (ierald  and  Oicn ;  W  alter,  who  married  Bessie 
Zimmerman,  and  tlicv  have  one  child,  Melvin  W'.;  CJ.^*ar  married  Be.vsie 
Workman :  Zola  and  Bemice  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Reynolds,  who  was,  bom  on 
February  14,  186 r.  died  on  September  3.  1912.  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years. 
She  was  a  woman  of  many  kindly  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  which  had  en- 
deared her  to  all  who  knew  her. 
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PoliticaJly  a  Kepublican,  Mr.  keynukl.s  has  for  many  years  been  active  in 
the  civic  and  public  affairs  of  the  locality,  having  served  as  trustee  of  Corunna 
for  two  terms,  one  and  four  year*;  respectively,  and  townshij)  trustee  for  five 
years.  At  one  time  he  made  the  race  for  county  auditor  a-^  the  Kepublican 
nominee  and  lacked  only  htty-seven  votes  of  l>eing  elected.  l  ie  assumes  pen- 
orally  an  independent  attitude,  especially  in  local  political  affairs,  voting  fur  the 
men  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  public  offices.  Imbued  with  the 
-deepest  and  most  healthful  public  spirit,  Mr.  Remolds  is  well  fortified  in  his 
opinion  as  to  matters  of  public  policy  and  gives  of  his  best  to  the  furthering  of 
g'ood  t![ovcrnment,  Ikmiij.^  nc^lertfiil  of  nn  civic  duty.  His  personal  relations 
with  his  fellow  men  have  l>een  ever  mntuall)'  pleasant  and  aj^reeable.  and  he  is 
hig^hly  regarded  by  all,  l)eing  obliging  and  straightforward  in  all  the  relations 
of  life. 


JOHN  BRECHBILL. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  the  reader's  attention  i>  now  directed  has.  by 
perseverance,  industry  and  a  wise  economy,  attained  a  comfortable  station  in 
fife,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  DeKalb  county  as  a  result  of  the  in- 
dustrious life  he  has  lived  here  for  many  years,  beit^  r^rdcd  by  all  who 
know  him  as  a  man  of  sound  business  principles,  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  all 
phases  of  agriculture,  and  as  a  man  who.  while  advancing  his  individual 
interests.  doe:«!  not  neglect  his  tjeneral  duties  n".  a  citi7:en. 

John  lireehhill  was  lx)rn  ill  Stari<  (.i>iiiit\.  ()lii<i.  on  .April  S.  1862.  the  son 
of  Jacob  ami  Sarah  (Ober)  Breciiljili.  Jacoi)  Hrechbill  was  horn  in  Bedford 
•county,  Penn^lvania,  in  1832.  and  died  near  Garrett,  Indiana,  on  February 
21, 1902,  aged  sixty-nine  years  five  months  nineteen  days.  In  1854  he  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  on  February  3.  1859,  he  married 
Sarah  Ober.  also  a  native  of  Bedford  county,  Pciuisyhania.  and  whose  death 
occurred  on  Xovenil)er  i,  if)o8.  They  came  to  DeRrdlt  ronntv.  Indiana,  in 
1864.  settling  in  Keyser  township,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  (»t  their 
lives  in  the  pur«juit  of  agriculture.  They  were  members  of  the  Brethren  in 
Christ  church  and  were  very  active  in  church  work.  To  them  were  bom  eiglrt 
children:  Martin,  John,  the  subject.  Nancy.  Elizalietb.  Sarah.  Mary.  Cora 
and  Claude.   Martin,  Cora  and  Claude  are  decea.sed. 

After  securing  a  good  common  school  education  in  the  DeKalb  county 
schools,  the  subject  took  up  agriculture  as  his  life  work,  and  has  continued  to 
follow  this  calling  with  unusual  success.    He  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
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acres  of  goo(\  land,  on  which  he  carries  on  dixersified  farming,  employiiig 
scietnitic  methods  in  the  tilling  of  the  sdil,  which  have  well  rqiaid  him  in 
bountifit!  harvests. 

On  Septtiiilier  29,  lii>H(y,  Mr.  Hrechbill  was  united  in  marriage  with  Iitta 
E.  Davidson,  the  d^iughter  of  lleury  and  Fannie  (Rice)  Davidson,  who  are 
referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  a  sketch  treating  of  the  life  of  Mr. 
Davidson.  To  the  snhject  and  wife  have  been  bom  nine  children,  Frank, 
Albert,  Mabel.  Ruth.  FJmo.  ['carl,  John.  Pauline  and  Lucilc.  I'Vank  was 
educated  at  the  Bethany  Bible  Schoi>t,  ("hicaj^o,  Illinois,  pursuing  the  three- 
years  course  and  fitiishini;  in  lot 2.  He  returned  home  .md  hn<  !>oen  a  ]>rf^,Ther 
in  Brethren  in  Christ  church,  located  in  Keyser  tow  nship.  He  w  a-  "iiiin  ied 
on  Se|JienilxT  J.S.  lyii.  tu  Jessie  lIo<)ver.  oi  .Matisfield,  Ohio.  Albert  was 
educated  in  Goshen  CoUqi^e,  graduating  in  June.  1913.  and  took  up  teaching. 
He  is  no\v'  principal  of  the  Lilierty  Center  (Ohio)  high  school  Mabel  and 
Ruth  were  educated  in  high  and  normal  schools  and  are  now  teaching. 

The  Republican  party  has  received  the  support  of  Mr.  Brechbill,  and. 
religiously,  he  is  :i  tiumlur  "f  t'  e  I'-rcthren  in  ('hri<t  church,  beine;  active  in 
church  work  His  litV  has  tx^ei:  a*^  ati  r)pcn  iiook  and  his  standing  in  the 
cotnnuniity  is  such  a-.  nIiouUI  l;e  a  matter  of  pride  to  his  family  and  his  friends. 


JEI  I  KKSON  WILLIAM  JACKALAN. 

Biographies  should  not  be  published  unless  there  is  something  in  the 
life  and  character  of  the  individual  worthy  of  emulation  or  imitation  by 
others  under  like  circumstanceji — certainly  not  for  self-aggrandizement:  hut 
sufficient  has  been  drawn  from  the  life  history  of  the  jrcntleman  whose  name 
appears  above  to  show  that  there  is  something;  in  the  inner  life  of  this  man 
worthy  of  more  than  incidental  mention  He  be^frm  life  practically  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder,  which  he  has  climbed  to  the  top  with  no  help  but  a 
brave  heart,  industrious  hands  and  an  intelligent  brain,  and  is  a  living  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  in  this  country  by  thrift  and  perseverance, 
even  under  discouraging  circumstances. 

Jefferson  W.  Jackman  was  born  in  section  rt.  Wilmington  township. 
DeKalb  county.  Tiuliana.  on  January'  31,  1852.  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  M.  and 
Jane  (  \\  f^tt1.i)  Jackman.  who  arc  mentioned  specifically  on  another  page  of 
this  wt  rk  When  the  <ubirct  was  about  three  years  old  the  family  niove<l  to 
the  eastern  part  oi  drant  township,  where  the  father  bought  the  farm  on 
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wliirli  the  subject  i»f  this  sketch  now  lives,  and  here- Mr.  Jackman  ;,ri\\  lu 
ruanli'HKl  I'lu  ir  home  was  a  \n<^  h*tn->t-.  and  alxmt  eis^ht  aero  c)t  land  liad  at 
ihal  unit'  ln-LH  cleared.  To  the  further  clearinj,'  of  land  and  its  in>|)rove- 
nicnt  and  culiivati<>n  the  lad  sjavc  ot'  his  time  and  -in  u-th  and  was  ;i  '.  al'.ialjle 
assistant  in  this  work  to  his  father.  His  cihicatioii  ua^  received  in  a  t\j>ical 
log  school  house  of  that  (hiv,  in  which  the  advantages  were  mtich  inferior  to 
those  of  the  present  <1ay,  hut.  I)eing  ambitions  and  a  ^rtnl  student.  Mr  Jaok- 
nian  hecanie  qualified  to  uai  h  school  when  twenty-one  years  of  ajje  aii<I  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  for  se\erai  years.  Mis  sninnu-rs  wcri-  spent  in  iarniinj(. 
and  in  1876  he  tnade  farininij  hi-  chief  eniplri\  ment,  reiitins;  a  farm  on  the 
west  of  his  present  home.  In  ttic  lali  <A  [i^jH  lie  moved  on  to  his  father-in- 
law's  farm,  which  lie  liceupied  fourteen  years  as  a  renter,  and  after  .\lr. 
McClure's  death  he  iMuight  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  and  later  h'uight 
also  the  widow's  interest,  thus  iKrcoming  sole  owner  of  the  farm  in  1901 ,  Thi* 
place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  ami  thirty-five  acres,  is  one  of  the  choice 
farms  of  that  locality  and  is  well  improved.  Mr.  jackman  rcn^ained  tl;ere 
until  iMio  with  (he  e\ce|)t:on  of  one  year,  and  then  mo\e<!  onto  tlie  old 
home  farm  owned  by  his  father.  Ih-  had  seen  many  ilisr;)ura.i;im,'  conditions 
in  his  farniin};  experience  up  to  (hat  time,  but  by  cnerijetic  work  and  rigid 
economy  he  had  weatheretl  several  panics  and  had  even  j^otttn  ahead  in  his 
financial  affairs,  having  l>ought  the  farm  and  paid  fur  tl  ^hy  his  own  efforts 
during  this  pertotl.  He  now  resi«les  on  his  father's  old  farm  an<l  is  nmnTjcred 
among  the  succe•^sfMl  and  ciHT'f^eiic  a.i.rricuhitrisi'.  ti'  I  )c,\;dN  contil\ .  in  iSS^ 
Mr.  Jackman  iiegan  i<reedini;  and  ->hippin-.,'  tliMi  , m-^dibri'd  ilerk^hire  lio::>,  in 
wllifh  he  v.ri<  <n;.;ai;ed  for  tiie  folli  I'.vjiiM  rwcniv  s  ;k'-I  nnnileied 

amuiii;  llic  ie. tiling  mcii  in  thai  line  in  (It.  I 'nite  I  M;ite-.  lie  c.tnu-il  .J  all 
linies  from  one  hiuidred  to  one  huiu'red  unil  UiU  head  of  line  suick.  .-^hiic-ing 
from  the  Atlantic  niast  to  Salt  Lake  City,  and  from  the  (Udf  to  .Montreal, 
Cana<ia.  He  advertised  extensively,  at  times  in  as  many  as  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pafiers  over  the  c«»tmtry  anrl  carrie<I  on  his  cf)rrcsi»oii<lenoe  and  Ijnok- 
keepinj;^  at  night,  this  extra  work  entailing  so  sev  ere  a  strain  on  his  ey.  >ight 
that  in  i')Oi  he  was  c> impelled  to  give  up  fii-  Ii'  ln  -iiu's^  and  give  hi-'  atten- 
tion to  the  ligluer  lab"r>  of  the  farm.  During  all  hi>  iin-iue>->  e\pjrien<  e  of 
twenty  years  Mr.  Jackman  never  had  hut  one  complaint  from  a  customer  and 
that  was  settled  qtuckly  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  comi>Iaitiant. 
This  is  certainly  a  remarkable  record  and  speaks  well  for  hi.s  sound  Inisiness 
methods  and  integritv  of  character. 

(49) 
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On  May  28.  1S7O,  Mr.  Jackman  married  Mar\  McClure,  the  (lauf:lufi 
of  Tiini>tti\  McC  iurt-.  who  is  nientioncd  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  to  thcni 
were  born  two  children.  Sadie  Olive,  i)orn  Fcbruai\  18,  1878,  is  the  wife 
of  Walter  Cherry,  and  lives  in  Franklin  townshij),  this  county;  they  have  a 
daughter,  Eldora  Gicrry.  The  subject's  youngest  child.  Ward,  who  was 
bom  on  February  4.  1887,  married  Edna  Cioodwin.  and  lives  on  his  father's 
farm  that  was  formerly  known  as  the  McClure  place.  Me  attended  high  school 
at  Waterloo  and  a  commercial  collejjc  at  l-'ort  Wayne.  Indiana.  He  is  now 
devntinjjf  hi<;  rittenti(in  farming  and  the  niising  of  fine  horses,  in  which  he 
is  attaining  a  (li>tiiu  li\ <•  ^iKri  ^«  Olive  received  three  ve.Tr*;'  education  in 
high  school,  studied  ptilag<»gy  and  receivetl  a  teacher  s  review  course  at 
Btitler  CoU^  and  also  attended  the  Normal  College  at  Angola.  She  taught 
aehool  about  ei|^t  years,  from  1895  to  1903,  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jackman  is  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  in  igcx)  was  elected 
ftinend)er  of  tiie  state  Legislature,  serving  in  the  sessions  of  looi.  In  1903 
he  was  unanimously  renominated  for  the  same  oflloe.  but  owing  to  peculiar 
local  conditions  he  was  defeated  by  a  narrow  majority,  l-'raternally.  he  i>  a 
member  of  the  ]nde))en<lent  Order  of  Od<l  l*"ello\\s.  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
the  workings  of  that  order.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  Mr.  Jackman  has 
been  found  faithful  to  every  trust  confided  in  him  and  because  of  his  genuine 
worth,  courteous  manner  and  genial  disposition  he  has  won  and  retains  tlie 
warm  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  associated,  the  latter  including  the 
best  people  of  the  county. 


LUTHER  H.  HIGLEY. 

The  "art  preservative  ui  all  arts."'  |innlln|2:.  has  done  more  to  ])r"ni<iif 
the  progress  of  ri\  iliz.ition.  with  its  attendant  iilessnigs  of  liberty  and  educa- 
tion, than  any  other  discovery  since  the  beginning  of  time.  Many  who  read 
this  work  can  remember  when  a  new  spaper  was  seldom  seen,  and  on  the  rare 
occasions  when  one.  perhaps  a  month  or  more  old.  filtered  from  'tiack  East" 
hito  the  frontier  of  civilization,  as  Indiana  was  rightly  termed  in  ilie  pioneer 
days,  it  was  eagerly  and  critically  j)erused  and  passed  fr(nn  one  hand  to  another 
until  it  wa-:  wnni  into  '^lired*;.  .Soon,  however,  the  knijjhts  of  the  "fourth 
estate"  i'>iiie<l  in  the  \anguard  and  t<>nk  up  the  task  of  "molding  public 
o|>inion."  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  the  early  news- 
paper men  of  this  region  and  his  son  has  followed  in  his  footsteps  with  com- 
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mendable  fidelity  and  industry,  which  have  brought  to  htm  the  respeet  and 
admiration  of  his  fellowmen. 

Luther  H.  Higley.  owner  and  editor  of  the  Biitlci  Rrcorii.  wa'*  butn  in 
Butler,  Indiana.  October  30,  1867,  he  being  the  son  ol  Kniery  and  Mary 
(Haverstock)  Higley,  natives  of  Ohio.  The  mother  came  to  Butler  at  an 
early  date  with  her  parents.  Elmer  Higley  come  to  Butler  about  1865  and 
engaged  in  tiie  business  of  buying  and  selling  produce  and  in  other  mercan- 
tile lines.  He  establislie<l  tin-  firpt  new  spaper  in  Bntler.  called  the  Banner  of 
FJherty.  After  conducting  this  pioneer  pu1)lication  for  a  time,  he  removed 
the  plant  to  the  town  of  .\tihtim  and  hctran  tlic  inihliratirm  of  tlic  Auburn 
Times.  After  a  short  tinit^  he  went  west  and  hi-;  deatli  occurred  in  LeMarS, 
Iowa.    Beside  the  subject,  he  had  one  other  child,  Leverett  G. 

Ludier  H.  Higley  acquired  a  ^lendid  basis  for  the  success  which  he  has 
achieved  in  his  chosen  vocation,  he  having  graduated  from  the  scientific  course 
in  the  Fayette  Normal  School.  After  completing  his  studies  in  thin  institu- 
tion, he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  principal  of  the  Butler  schools, 
which  he  occupied  with  markecl  ability  ff)r  a  year.  He  subsequently  filled  the 
position  of  i)rincii)al  in  the  schools  at  Rollinq'  Prairie.  Indiana,  l.ceomfng 
restless  under  conhiiiug  stress  01'  pedagogical  routine,  he  gave  up  this  pro- 
fession and,  coming  to  Butler,  purchased  the  Butler  Record,  of  which  he  is 
now  owner  and  editor. 

The  subject  was  married,  on  February  9,  1889.  to  Carrie  Palmerton, 
dauf^liter  of  Wesley  and  Sarah  (Nelson)  Palmerton,  who  were  early  settlers 
in  DeKalb  county.  To  this  union  were  lx)rn  three  children :  Ethel,  whn  mar- 
ried Fred  F.  Voight.  of  Washington.  D.  C. :  Rofu  rt  Pair,  and  Rutli  Madonna 
While  he  has  not  sought  ])ublic  office.  Mr.  Hi^ky  lias  lieen  -;ekcted  by  his  fel- 
low citizens  to  serve  on  the  board  of  etlucation  for  two  terms,  and  his  early 
training  in  educational  work  Has  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  sdving  the  many 
problems  presented  to  that  body.  He  has  always  been  a  warm  supporter  of 
tiie  Republican  party.  Fraternally,  the  subject  is  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  while  his  church  relations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

In  addition  (o  the  Int  ?!  fvriper,  Mr.  HiijUy  has  built  up  an  extensive  mail- 
order business  in  the  printui}.,'^  hue,  which  amount--  to  several  times  as  much  a.s 
the  local  field  affords,  ami  in  nyo^  he  establishe<l  the  hpn'orth  League 
Quarterly,  which  now  has  a  circulation  of  over  twenty-four  thousand  copies 
and  circulates  in  every  Northern  state  from  Maine  to  California.  His  com- 
mercial lines  are  handled  by  several  salesmen  on  the  road  and  by  several  job- 
bing houses  in  the  large  cities.  The  business  has  had  a  steady  growth  and  is 
still  growing. 
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JOSEPH  PERRY  HEITZ. 

One  of  tlu'  conspicuuus  nunic>  un  i\k  lisl  of  l)ti\ala  (.(uuii}  aunciil- 
ttirists'is  Jostpli  I'erh-  Heifz,  pfoprictor  of  a  fine  farm  in  liiulcr  luuusliii).  a 
■gentleman  of  high  standing  to  whom  has  not  been  denied  a  full  measure  of 
success.  Long  recognized  as  a  factor  of  iniiM>rtance  in  connection  with  the 
farniinK  and  stock-raising  industries  here,  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
wiUl  llu-  fnalcrial  f,'rowth  and  pruspt-rity  of  tlii>  pari  «it  the  state,  his  hfe 
havtnf;  heen  cl<*sely  inter\vi>\cn  with  the  history  ni  the  eoiinlv  wlu-ii-  hi-  h  is 
!h  (11  fniueiil  l«>  live  ami  liillow  his  chosen  vtx'atiiiu  for  over  a  quarter  ui  a 
century. 

Joseph  P.  Heitz  was  l>om  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  on  August  29, 
1870,  and  is  the  son  of  John  11.  and  Lydia  (Groves)  Heitit.  Iioth  of  whom 
were  natives  of"  Ohio.  John  H.  Heitz  came  to  DcKalh  county  many  years 
ago.  settling. jn  [Uitler  tMunshij),  whcrfe  he  si)ent  the  lialatice  of  his  Hie.  hav- 
ing lH.'en  ^tKecs- fully  ensfai;e<l  in  ai;riniltura!  ptir^iiits,  He  and  his  wife  are 
now  hoih  (kic-a<e(I.  Td  ihc^ni  wevr  hmn  u^\-  chil'lreii.  )<)<cph  I'.,  the  tin- 
iiiediatf  <nh)erJ  i»f  this  ^kcith ;  luliih.  «kvea.->e(l ;  Lora  1'^..  Calvin  \\ .  and 
Gcorj^ia.  ileiea.sed 

The  sul>ject  of  thi:«  sketch  receivcfl  his  erhication  in  the  ctMiimon  sdiools 
of  his  home  neighhorl.oiHl  and  s|ient  his-earlicr  years  under  the  <lirectiim  of 
his  father  on  the  home  f?.rm.    I  !e  \\a->  u  isr  in  .u,  i  iini;  u,  make  agriculture 

his  life  w<irk.  I'or  iti  tlii'^  line  of  endeaxor  he  ha*  arhicx  etl  a  niost  pronunneod 
siieress;  r\v.<]  i  '.(dav  lUinilH-red  aninnj^  iht-  toi>resciitativi'  a;L^rirultiirist>  of  I'.nt- 
ler  tftwnshijt.  He  n\vn>  eitdity  acres  <<{  land  and  also  itpt-ratos  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  adjoininj^.  lie  carries  un  a  j^eneval  lifie  of  tarniin(>,  raising 
all  the  crops  conmion  to  this  locality,  and  also  gives  some  attenti<»i  to  the 
breeding  and  raising  of  live  st<»ck, 

.  .On  December  i »,  n)o6.  Mr.  T-leilz  was  married  to  Oma  Dale  Strause.  the 
daui,'hler  of  Joseph  and  KatluTine  (  Krick)  J^nniise.  the  father  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  inotluT  of  (uMinafiy.  I  he  latter  oanie  to  tlu'  I'nited 
Stales  wheti  ^'x  niontln  old  w  it!i  her  i>arent^.  w  ho  -etlled  at  ritt^hnrudi.  later 
niovine  to  Wayne  county.  In<liana.  ^\lu•n•  lliey  remained  until  Mrs.  Kriek 
was  niarrietl,  when  they  catue  to  DeKalli  count \  and  1< seated  in  Keyser  town- 
ship. They  liecame  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  natnely :  Mary.  Boston. 
Ida,  Rolando;  Alice,  deceased:  Cor.i.  deceaseit:  Emma.  William.  Amanda. 
Oma.  the  subject's  wife,  and  Elmer.   The  father  of  these  children  has  jias^ed 
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away,  but  his  widow  is  now  li\  ing  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Heitz.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Heitz  was  bom  one  child.  Entity  J. 

Politically,  Mr.  Heitz  is  a  Democrat,  thongh  his  private  business  interests 

have  (U  inan(lr<l  tiis  sole  atteni ii  )ii  and  he  1ki<  no  time  for  public  affairs.  Never- 
theless!, he  tnke<:  a  proper  interest  in  lucal  cveiits  and  jjives  hi<  ■;i»pp<>rt  lo  all 
those  thin,!,'^  which  ten<1  to  ndxnnrc  ihc  -.M'ltare  of  the  rommunitv  in  an\-  wav. 
He  is  a  man  oi  clean  hal)its  and  upright  lite,  and  enjoys  the  fullest  measure 
of  popular  confidence  and  esteem. 


GKORGE  W.  HUkTZ.NEK. 

The  biographies  uf  si:ccc8sf«l  men  aic  instructive  as  g;uides  and  in- 
centives to  those  whose  careers  are  yet  to  be  achieved.  The  examples  they 
fumtsh  of  patient  purixise  and  consecutive  endeavor  strongly  ilhi-trate  what 
is  in  the  power  of  eadi  t<»  accomplish.  Tht-  [gentleman  wliose  Ufe  liisiory  is 
here  .,  ith  s<i  forth  i-  a  f  Mtspicnoiis  example  of  one  who  has  hveil  to 

gocn!  pui  pf  JM'  anil  achieved  a  derimlt  degree  of  >ucce-s  in  tlie  sphere:-  to  wliich 
his  talents  and  energies  have  been  devoted.  The  suhject.  who  is  the  present 
efficient  and  capable  township  trustee  of  Butler  township,  is  known  by  his 
neighbors  and  friends  as  a  citizen  of  high  rank,  n  pub]ic-s]iirited  man  who  has 
ever  manifested  a  willingness  ti>  serve  his  fellow  men. 

George  \\".  Burtzner  was  liorn  Mardi  nS^o.  in  lUnler  t<>\\nsliip,  De- 
Kalh  county.  Indiana,  the  son  of  Jolni  ant!  Anna  (  i.nni^ )  Unri/iu  r.  the  fath-.r 
a  nativ e  of  I  icnnrnn  .  and  the  iO' ther  i li' ( *h;o.  John  flnrt/ncr  was  one  (»f  the 
pioneers  in  DeKulh  county  and  was  a  man  hij^dily  respected  h\  the  eaily 
settlers.  To  this  worthy  couple  were  liorn  three  cliiklren:  Mrs.  fallen  K. 
Rinehold  lives  in  Jackson  towriship :  Susanna.  decea:;ed.  and  the  subject.  John 
Burtzner  died  on  Novemlier  i6,  i86a  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  and  his 
widow  afterward  married  Peter  I'air,  »)f  .\lleti  (otnity,  Indiana,  who  is  de- 
■ceaae<l.    Tier  (k-nth  occnrred  on  I'ehrnary  16,  18K5. 

The  subject  attended  the  common  schools  ty])ical  of  that  period,  devotinj.^ 
himself  to  the  "three  Rs"  during  the  short  winter  terms  and  heing  of  ^^reat 
assistance  to  his  mother  on  the  home  farm  when  not  thus  engaged. 

On  September  4,  1881 .  the  snbject  of  this  review  was  niarrie<f  to  Rachel 
A.  Lyon,  daughter  of  John  N.  and  Sarah  A.  (Reynolds)  F.yon.  To  John 
and  Sarah  Lyon  were  born  seven  children,  namely :  John  R..  Isaac,  Mary  J. 
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and  Elien  are  deceased ;  William  lives  in  Mcntonc,  Indiana;  James  is  deceased; 
Rachel  A. 

The  subject  and  wife  have  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  two  children : 
Qiff  L.,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Mary  1.  Mowr}%  who  is  living 

at  the  home  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burtzner  have  eii,dn  !;randchildren,  namely: 
Oscar  E..  Lyndes  S.,  Alnta.  John  W.  and  Letha  Mary  Burtzner  and  Treva  D.. 
Kenneth  F  and  Iris  L.  Mown,-. 

In  l9t>S  the  voters  of  Butler  lo\vnshi|»  sclctud  Mr.  lUirtzncr  for  the  posi- 
ti«in  of  tu\vn>liii)  lru.<tee.  which  i)lHcc  he  i.*^  ?lill  tilling  in  a  must  cai)able  and 
satisfactory  manner.  His  administration  of  the  affairs;  of  this  responsible 
post  has  been  a  matter  of  just  pride  to  him  and  when  his  present  term  ends 
in  1914  he  will  have  the  enviable  right  to  point  to  his  record  as  one  of  ccoti*  )in\ . 
efficiency  and  I)nsinesslike  manayenient.  Mr.  Bttrtzner  gives  a  loyal  and 
active  support  to  the  Democratic  party. 

At  this  time  tlie  .siil>ieet  i-^  cni^agcd  in  ijeneral  farmin.tf  on  one  hum  1  red 
acres  of  very  valnablc  and  tcitile  land.  His  place  is  a  model  of  all  that  goes 
to  make  up  a  modern  farm.  Mis  fraternal  spirit  finds  companionship  in 
Knights  of  Pythias  I^ge  Ko.  191,  of  .Auburn. 


ISAAC  GUX.SKXl lOLSI'K. 

Throughout  an  active  and  interesting  career  duty  has  ever  been  ilu-  motive 
of  action  of  l.saae  <  Inn-enl^ttuser,  rme  of  the  protire<>ive  agriculturists  of 
Stafford  townshi]),  heKalb  conntv,  and  iKcfnhuss  ttt  t'eili nieri  h:\<  ivM 
been  by  any  means  a  secondary  consideration.  He  has  jK  rt<  niK-d  well  In- 
pait  in  life,  and  it  is  a  comi)limcnl  worthily  bestowed  to  say  that  this  localny 
is  honored  in  his  citizenshij).  for  he  has  achieved  definite  success  through  his 
own  efforts  ami  is  thoroughly  deserving  of  the  proud  .\merican  title  of  self- 
made  man,  the  term  being  one  that,  in  its  better  sense,  cannot  but  appeal  to 
the  loyal  admiration  of  all  who  are  api)re(  iati\'c  of  our  national  institutions 
and  ttie  privileges  afforded  for  individual  accomiili^binent.  It  is  a  privilege, 
ever  erratifvin^r.  in  this  dav  and  ai^e.  to  meet  a  man  wh'>  ha-^  the  mnrac^p  to 
face  the  hatllc  01  life  with  a  stronti  heart  and  steady  hand  an»i  to  uin  the  stern 
contlict  by  bringing  to  bear  only  those  force->  with  which  nature  has  e(|uip|>cd 
him.  self-reliance,  self-respect  and  integrity. 

Isaac  Gunsenhouser  is  a  native  of  the  county  now  honored  by  his  cittzen- 
diip,  he  having  been  bom  in  Stafford  township  on  March  9,  1838.  and  was 
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the  son  of  John  J.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Strole)  Gunscnhuuscr.  John  j. 
Gtmscnhonser  was  imm  in  Switzerland,  and  at  the  age  of  t>velve  years  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  removal  to  the  United  States,  they  first  settling 
in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.   Sometime  later  Mr.  Gunsenhoiiser  removed  to 

Summit  county,  Ohio,  and  still  later  to  DeKalb  county,  In<1iana.  His  w  ife, 
who  w  as  l)orn  aiul  raised  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  was  married  to  him  there, 
and  acc<)t)!paTiie<i  him  to  DeKalh  muntv  \u  \^^(*.  They  settled  on  a  larin  in 
Stafford  township,  where  they  spent  tlie  remainder  <>f  their  lives.  Thcv  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  namely:  lilizalwlh.  John,  .Mary  Ann.  Henry, 
Jaci^,  Isaac,  Lola,  Nancy,  Sarah,  George  and  William. 

Isaac  Gunsenhouser  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  wan 
reared  to  tiie  life  of  a  farmer,  which  vocation  he  followed  for  eleven  years. 
He  then  enjjaged  in  the  saw  -mill  business  in  Xew  \  ille  tow  nship.  w  hich  com- 
manded his  attention  for  twelve  years,  after  whicli  Ik  tnltiv  ited  land  in  that 
townshi]>  for  Iwel  -c  vear»  lonqjtr.  \\v  thru  returned  to  Stalfird  tcnvti^hip. 
locating  on  tlie  old  home  farm  where  he  now  resides,  and  there  toolc  care  of 
his  parents  until  their  death.  He  is  an  up-to-date.  progres.sive  farmer,  giving 
due  attention  to  every  detail  of  his  work,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  this 
vocation.  In  1905  his  wife  departed  this  life  and  he  then  arranged  for  his 
daughter  and  her  husband  to  make  their  home  with  him.  he  retaining  a  life 
interest  in  tlie  twenty-four  acre  farm. 

In  i860  Mr.  Gunsenhouser  married  Rn«eana  .\.  Dickerhoff,  the  daughter 
or  jacoti  and  Kliza1)eth  (Macohie)  Dickerlioflf.  who  were  from  Snnnnit 
county,  Ohio,  and  who  were  antong  the  early  settlers  of  DeKalh  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunsenhouser  have  hccn  bom  two  children.  Marj-  E..  and  Inez, 
deceased. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ciunsenhouser  has  always  assumed  a  rather  independent 
attitude,  especially  in  local  affairs,  and  has  hecn  elected  hy  his  fellow  citizens 
to  a  ntmiher  <>f  pron^inenl  oflfire^.  in  all  of  w  hich  he  has  discharc'ed  his  <luties 
to  their  entire  saiisiartiMn  ]]c  -.ct\  ed  two  term<^  as  road  supervisor  (tl  tlie 
township,  two  terms  as  school  director,  twelve  years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  in  1906  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  as- 
suming his  duties  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  in  that  year.  M  that 
time  there  was  a  general  public  impression  that  there  had  been  some  croaked 
work  among  the  county  officers,  and  in  re<ponse  to  puhlic  sentiment  Mr. 
Gunsenhouser.  as  commissioner,  started  an  investif^ation.  It  devel'  jicd  that 
several  past  nflicials  of  the  crmntv  w  ere  compelled  \n  disgorge  ahout  i!iiit\  two 
thousand  dollars,  which  had  l>een  unlawfully  taken  from  the  county  funds. 
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The  cmly  expense  of  this  investigation  was  that  of  an  expert  aconnUant. 
Fraternally.  Mr.  Giitistnhoitser  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  the 

workinjjs  of  which  he  lakes  an  ai)])rcciative  iiUorest.  flis  influence  i»  al\va\  s 
given  U)  every  iiKu  ennMil  lia\  iiiy  for  ft-;  object  the  advaiu-emeiU  of  the  hest 
interests  of  the  community,  anri  anionj,'  those  who  know  him  l>est  he  stantls 
higl),  tor  hi.s  hie  has  J)ecn  S4|iiarc  to  everyone  that  knew  him.  so  oixleritjp;  his 
course  in  all  the  relations  of  life  as  to  comuiand  the  respect  ami  esteem  of  liis 
fellowmen. 


ICARL(tERXER. 

It  is  a  general!)  acknowledged  fact  tliat  journalism  is  one  of  the  most 
important  factors  in  twentieth-century  life,  exerting  as  it  does  an  influence  on 
practically  evcr>'  department  of  society.  This  relation  is  just  as  actual  anrl 
potent  in  the  «nialler  cities  and  towns  as  in  the  lart^er  cities  and  he  who  directs 

the  policy  of  a  newspaper,  or  wields  the  pen  which  i^ives  expression  to  (hat 
policy,  exerts  a  pof^oiKil  control  over  local  thontjlit  and  action  not  e  innled  I»v 
any  other  profe>-^ii  u.  Anionic  the  newsp.-iper  men  of  DeKalb  county,  win* 
have,  hy  their  pi«.t;ressi\e  altitude  toward  local  affairs,  contributed  in  a  very 
definite  measure  lo  the  advancement  of  tlie  community,  is  the  j<:entlcnian  whose 
name  appears  a1x»ve  antl  who  is  successfully  pulilishinii;  the  Courier,  at 
Anbinn.  Indiana. 

Karl  (ierner,  the  son  of  I  hristiati  and  Katlu-rine  (  Keller)  Gemer,  was 
bom  in  Adelheim.  liaden.  <  lermany.  January  17.  1S54.  I  lis  parents  came  t'> 
this  coiintrx ,  in  .uid  ;i'  ' 'if t-1>iir^di.  I  Vnn^v  b  ania.     I 'is  father  w  :i^ 

a  locksmith  by  trade,  iuil  'ater  enleied  the  mercantile  inisine.^s  and  continued 
in  that  for  the  remainder  of  his  active  life.  Roth  of  his  parents  are  deceased. 
His  father  served  in  the  revolution  of  1848  in  f^rmany  under  rtenerat 
Segil,  and  was  fi»rced  to  leave  the  country  on  this  account.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clerner.  ."^r..  were  bom  five  childre!i.  three  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Karl  (Ierner  wa^  e<ltuati(l  ii'.  the  public  sell  >  >!s  of  ri!t>-bur^h.  IVimsyl- 
vania.  and  coninued  his  trhurniou  at  Meadv  ilie  in  llu-  same  state.  He  Liter 
went  to  r.ostou  and  coUiplcud  the  law  course  in  that  cit\ .  I"e«.-lint.'  that  the 
West  offered  the  IksI  field  ft)r  the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  went  to 
Iowa  and  located  at  Storm  Lake,  where  he  continued  to  practice  for  four 
years.  ?{e  then  went  to  Colorado  and  (M-acticed  law  and  was  appointed  the 
United  States  commissioner,  after  which  he  went  to  South  Dakota  and  en- 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEKAX3  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


777 


teml  a  goveriiiTient  claim  at  Iroquois,  in  that  state.  He  continued  hiA  prac- 
tice in  South  Dakota  for  fourteen  years,  and  was  very  successful  in  all  of 
his  cases.  An  indication  of  his  success  is  found  in  the  fact  that  he  was  elected 
a  member  ut  the  first  South  Dakota  Legislature,  upon  the  admission  uf  that 
state  {(>  tile  I'niitn. 

Alter  leaving;  tl'.e  !.ei^islatitre  Mr.  tierner  '^-avv  u\>  his  lav,  pruetiee  and 
eiileretl  the  new NiJ.ijKT  inismess.  lie  was  one  oi  tlie  ftnili<lcrs  nl'  ilie  Iroqiniis 
Chili,  in  South  i  Jakola.  and  cunliniicd  that  paper  until  i8y(»,  uhen  he  catne 
to  Indiana.  He  located  at  Waterloo,  DeKalb  county,  and  started  the  Silver 
Dawm.  a  paper  which  advocated  the  free  and  unlimitetl  coinage  of  silver,  as 
set  forth  by  the  Democratic  |>artv  at  that  time.  Me  cimtinued  this  pu]>lioati«)n 
until  i<)og.  when  lie  sold  it.  He  snhsei|uently  liecatne  assoeialeil  with  the 
Auburn  /)/.v/»(i/(7i.  and  uhen  the  P{sf>atih  was  sold  to  th^-  Auhnrn  rriutill^ 
Company  he  took  charge  of  the  .\'.ilMirn  Ldnricr.  whiih  he  still  iniina^'c-'. 

In  itStSj  Karl  (ierner  was  married  to  Hairiclt  Matiier,  the  dauglue;  oi' 
Elias  and  Kliz.i  (Herrick)  Mnther.  ilrs.  (lenier's  father  was  lout  in 
Williamstowti.  'Alassachusetty.  and  was  a  lineal  descendant  Gftt^m  Mnther. 
famous  preacher  of  Salem.  Mas«iai'hn.setts.  of  tite  early  cc^ioni'tl  day;!.  Her. 
mother.  F.liza.  was  bom  in  Aurora.  (  )hi«i,  .ind  lu  r  [iarents  were  pioneer:*  at 
Twinshurj;.  tliat  -itate.  Uvr  !>rand fathei .  janK->  llerrii'k,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut. When  Harriet!^  mother  \\:\-  a  child  of  (en,  her  parenl>;  n;o' e  1  to 
New  jersey  an«l  later  to  Illnioi-..  w  here  her  father  died.  She.  her  sister  and  tlie 
mother  went  to  South  Dakota,  and  lived  tliere  until  her  niarria};e  to  .\ir. 
Gerner.  In  her  younger  days  Mrs.  (Jcmer  altemied  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan at  Ann  .^rlii>r.  She  l)eg:ni  teachsn'^  sfboo!  at  tiK  sx^  of  sixteen,  in 
Illinois,  and  later  taught  in  South  Dakota  until  her  marriage.  .\  fter  they  came 
hack  to  Indiana  she  tai'f,di(  in  the  intblic  sch(H)ls  <jf  \\  aterlo.)  fi»-  three  \  .  ars. 
.^he  became  a  member  of  the  j'rogressive  Literary  (  luh  at  \\  aterloo.  and  was 
also  a  valued  member  of  the  FortniLditlv  Club  of  that  nlnce.  In  the  hti'ary 
clubs  she  beiran  to  urj;e  the  desirability  of  a  public  librarx  at  Waterloo  and 
eontiiuied  to  urge  the  idea  w  ith  great  persistence.  Others  took  up  the  proijo- 
sition  and  with  the  joint  effort  of  all  the  dubs  of  the  town  and  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  a  library  was  finally  established,  and  later  the 
Carnegie  Library  was  erected  vi^  a  result  of  that  iH'giiuiin.v;.  Mr.  an<l  Mis. 
Gerner  have  tw  o  children.  Karl  and  Harold.  Karl  is  derkinj^  in  the  ofiices  of 
the  Baltimore  S:  Ohio  railroad  at  Garrett,  and  Harold  is  still  at  imme 

Mr.  Gerner  has  ahvav  taken  an  active  part  in  ditYerenl  fraternal  or- 
ganizations.  While  in  Dakota  he  was  grand  master  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
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Uniieti  Workmen.  After  coming  to  Indiana  he  became  worship tul  master  of 
the  I'ree  and  Accepted  Masons  at  Waterloo,  and  he  al&o  served  one  term  as 
worthy  patron  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Corner  has  always  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  his  papers  have'ahvays  upheld 
the  principles  of  that  i>arty.  In  'his  lon^  service  as  a  newspaper  man  he  has 
had  the  opporttmity  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  party  in  a  very  material 
way. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  (ierncr  have  always  taken  a  Invi^c  part  in  every  activity 
which  had  for  its  object  the  bettering  of  the  coniiinnmy  in  which  they  hve. 
They  have  been  on  the  right  side  of  all  the  educational  or  moral  questions, 
and  their  influence  has  been  an  uplift  to  the  neighlwrhood  in  which  they  have 
lived.  It  is  generally  adcnowledged  that  the  infltience  of  Nfrs.  Gerner  had 
more  to  do  with  the  decently  dedicated  library  at  Waterloo  than  any  other 
person. 


FXIAS  SCHOPF. 

To  attain  a  worthy  citizenship  by  a  life  that  is  always  honored  and 
respected  r\  en  fmni  diildho(Kl  deserves  rnnrc  than  mere  mention.  One  may 
take  his  plate  in  pulilic  lifr  Ihrrfij^h  «,ir,r  xigormis  stroke  of  public  pohcy, 
and  even  remain  in  the  hearts  ot  iieiuhhors  and  friends,  but  to  take  the  same 
position  by  dint  of  the  practice  of  an  upright  life,  and  without  a  craving  for 
exaltation  and  popularity,  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise  and  commendation. 
The  late  Elias  Schopf.  one  of  the  successful  men  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  who  dejjarted  this  life  on  Januar>'  191 1.  and 
who  was  well  known  tliri  ni'^hoiu  this  community,  was  a  man  lumored  and 
re^pcrtcii.  imt  ))ecanse  ><)  ilic  vi.v,,r.)ii<;  frriifinii^  of  bi-^  ';iHHMnl  {nlcm^.  Imt  be- 
cause ut  his  ilaily  life,  each  h.a\Miij  Ircm  oiu-  iluii  w.is  above  cniiCi>ni  and 
passed  upon  ui  the  light  ot  teai,  true  manhiK)d.  Strong  antl  forcefid  in  hi.s 
relations  with  his  fellow  men.  he  not  only  made  his  presence  felt,  but  also 
gained  the  good  will  and  confidence  of  hath  his  associates  amd  the  general 
public,  ei'er  retaining  his  reputation  among  men  for  integrity  and  character, 
no  matter  how  tryintr  the  circumstances,  and  .never  losing  that  dignity  which 
is  the  birthright  of  a  nlliMiiaii  r'MT^e<pientlv  inflncnt-c  for  ^ruu\  h\  the 
general  life  of  his  coiiiiminily  N\a^  most  potent,  and  he  will  long  be  sadly 
missed  from  the  various  circles  in  which  he  moved  and  over  which  his  in- 
fluence was  like  sunshine  on  a  field  of  ripened  wheat. 

Elias  Schopf  was  a  native  of  the  old  Keystone  state  of  Pennsylvania. 
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having  been  born  in  Lancaster  county  on  the  5th  day  of  April.  1831.  He  was 
a  son  of  Heiny  and  Ehiora  Schopi,  who.  in  1840,  loaded  their  houseiiold 
effecte  into  a  covered  \\  agon  and  brought  their  children  with  thcni  to  Wayne 
county,  Indiana.  There  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  and  in 
i860  was  married.  Three  years  later  he  and  his  wife  came  to  DeKalb  county, 
locating  on  a  farm  about  one  mile  south  of  where  Clartctt  is  now  located, 
buying  the  place  where  Mrs.  Schopf  now  lives,  consisting  of  eighty  acres.  .At 
that  ear!\  <!ri\  I  mi  litllr  I  'f  ttii^  land  had  Ix'cn  cleared,  the  n^ijor  nart  of  the 
tract  l)eiug  swauipy  iind  densely  roxeied  with  limlfei  and  luulergrowth. 
Through  tliis  wild  soiiiutle  deer  were  still  to  Ik;  seen  and  many  tUhcr  wild 
animals  were  found,  some  of  whom  found  a  place  in  the  larder  of  the  pioneer 
families.  The  first  home  of  the  family  here  was  an  old  log  cabin,  but  soon 
afterward  a  more  comfortable  and  attractive  frame  house  was  erected,  and 
in  189 1  Mr.  Schopf  erected  a  stibstantird.  well-arranged  an<l  attractive  brick 
h(Mi"^e  which  is  ^till  ^landing  and  in  whieh  Mr>.  Srhopf  now  lives.  Rarly  in 
life  Mr.  Sehopi  had  learned  the  trade  of  cigar  making,  which,  for  a  time,  he 
followed  here  tii  the  curly  days,  but  he  soon  abandrjne<l  that  work  aiul  gave  his 
entire  attention  to  farming.  In  this  he  was  successful,  for  he  was  energetic 
and  methodical  in  his  work,  giving  attention  to  every  detail  of  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  his  land  until  he  had  developed  it  into  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  this  locality.  Personally.  Mr.  Schopf  was  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence and  high  character,  whose  life,  though  (piiet.  was  eminently  useful  to 
4he  commiuiity  in  many  ways.  He  was  a  man  among  men.  standing  "four- 
s(|nari'  t  '  (■\rr\  wind  thai  blew."  and  all  wht)  knew  him  reah/.ed  that  he  was 
the  possessor  of  gofxl  attributes  which  could  Ik*  relied  upon.  lJrc)ad-nundcd 
and  sagacious  in  his  views  of  men  and  things,  he  w  as  generous  in  bis  relations 
with  all  causes  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  for  the  betterment  of  the  com- 
munity and  in  the  early  life  of  DeKalb  county  he  was  ever  ready  to  perform 
his  siiare  in  helping:  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  his  fellow  pioneers.  He  was 
stronglv  domestic  in  his  tastes  and  to  his  wife  he  was  a  loving.  tbon5:litfuI 
husband,  witli  whetn  lie  ^harerf  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life  ff)r  over  a  hall 
centurv.  wlnle  t-i  \\\^  children  he  gave  that  thoughtful  care  and  kindly  atten- 
tion which  endeared  him  to  them.  His  death  was  the  first  in  this  large  fam- 
ily, as  all  the  children  and  grandchildren  survive  him. 

On  November  15.  i8fio,  Elias  5»chopf  married  Catherine  Strouse,  who 
was  bom  in  Ekrks  county,  Pennsylvania.  November  28.  1841,  a  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Sarah  ( T^ng)  Stroii.sc.  When  she  was  about  eighteen  years  of 
age  she  came  to  Wayne  county.  Indiana,  to  join  a  brother  who  had  preceded 
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her  and  with  whoni  she  lived  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Schopf.  To  them 
were  bom  ten  children,  four  $un$  and  six  daughters,  namely :  Boston  Wal- 
ter. Ix)ni  Aiij,'iist  ij.  i8fii.  lives  on  the  home  farm;  Sav.innah  I'lh/aljeth. 
born  ()ct(jbc'r  iH.  iSf  2.  i<  (he  wife  of  Irving  Smith,  nf  Hills(hile.  Michitjan: 
V  iola  lilleii,  horn  March  jH.  iS'q,  mr^n  icd  J  )aniel  I  .nufi  and  hv  L-s  in  Ihulci 
towTiship.  this  conntx  :  Sarah  Cathcmic.  Ixnn  DciemlHT  28.  1867.  is  ihv  uitV 
of  Percy  Cornell,  of  Jack.-on.  lUitler  to\vn>hip.  this  county:  I'hilip  .Xhmroc. 
bom  November  18.  1869.  married  I.^iise  Miller,  and  they  live  in  Garrett, 
this  county;  Carilla  Larah.  born  May  18,  1872.  is  the  wife  of  William  Heit/. 
and  lives  in  Fowlerton.  Indiana;  Anise  Maria.  Ixirn  March  22.  1875.  h  tlie 
wife  of  Bert  Fitch,  of  (larrett:  Sylvester  Sydney,  honi  jainiary  u.  18-7. 
married  Senima  Knutt.  whn  is  now  deceased,  and  he  lives  on  the  old  home 
place,  heintj;  m  the  employ  of  the  liaUinjurc  iS  ( )hio  k  iihoai:  C"«:m;!a)i\  :  J'n  - 
ton  Darins,  hi>rn  April  15,  1879.  ;ind  \\\u\  i-  a  v  atchmaker  hy  \ocalion.  is 
lixinu  at  home:  Alineda  Stella,  born  .\piil  .7.  1881.  i-  the  wife  of  \11)en 
Barringer,  of  San  Francisco.  California.  The  following  ^andchildren  are 
included  in  this  family  record :  Mrs.  Savannah  Sttiith's  two  children.  Rus- 
sell and  Raytm>nd:  Mrs  Daniel  I.nn.ijs  Uw  children.  Alta.  Archie.  Arlie. 
Frankie  and  !*".diia :  Mrs.  Saiah  (  orneir>>  fnnr  chil<lrcn.  h.tlu'l.  I'stluT.  I*lrnest 
and  .\l\  rtle:  Mis.  Ani-^c  I'itch  is  the  muther  'if  four  children.  I\an.  ( )^car. 
Thelma  Mtvl  !''li>rft!:t. :  S\hester  has  ;i  son.  naiiford:  Mrs.  Liin^j's  <l;)Ui,dner. 
Alta.  married  \\  aller  Downend.  and  they  ha\e  two  dauf^hter.-..  C  atherine  an  ! 
Laurinc.  and  Mr«?.  l.ung's  .son,  Frank,  man'ied  Myrtle  Mowerj'.  and  tliey 
have  one  son.  Lester. 

In  r868  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schopf  Wanu-  members  t>f  the  Kcformeil  Men- 

nonii'  rlni  rl'.  ;ikI  their  li\es  ever  afterward  :vere  fairly  coiT-i^tent  w  itii  tlie 
profession  they  thus  made.  (Icnerous.  charitable  and  kind  in  all  their  rela- 
tif'r"^  v.itli  their  frlhiws.  imiic  »<f  the  old  residents  of  tliis  citmnni'iilv  evei 
enjoscii  the  conlidence  and  re-'pect  of  :dl  more  than  thi-  wortlu  coni>le.  and 
Mrs.  Schopf  is  now  Ix'loxed  hy  all  who  know  her  because  of  her  kindiv  (jnali- 
ties  am!  the  thoughtful  regard  which  she  entertains  for  all  who  come  in  c<tn- 
tact  with  her, 

H.  K.  I)kL()N<.. 

In  the  death  <if  H.  F.  DcLong.  which  occurred  on  Fcbruar)-  4.  1889. 
there  was  removed  another  one  of  those  prominent  agriculturalists  of  DeKalT) 
countv.  Indiana,  whn  nuide  their  wav  in  life  bv  force  of  their  merits  and  in- 
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dustry  from  sniail  lieginnings  to  splendid  successes,  nml  hi.<  nieiiUM-y  will  long 
be  revered  and  his  influence  for  good  felt  in  this  section  of  <nir  cmnnion- 
wcalth.  lor  he  belonged  to  that  class  of  worthy  and  noble  citizens  who  leave 

beliind  them  a  worthy  name.  Mr.  DeLong  was  lM>rn  on  \'t.\t  in)icr  lo.  i'\?6, 
in  Miami  coimty.  01ii(»,  (he  son  of  Jamo>  and  I'li/aliiih  DcI.oiil;.  loiii  of 
whom  Wife  iKuivcs  of  F'cMinsvh anil.  I'hey  were  the  parents  of  the  fol|i>w- 
ing  ciiildren  :  .Mrs.  I'biletia  Jtiiies.  who  lives  in  Kan<a<;  11.  !•'..  the  siilijeit  of 
this  sketch;  David  I).,  deceased;  Sophia,  dcceasetl,  and  Mrs.  Emma  Uang.s, 
of  Montana. 

The  subject  cjf  this  sketch  was  broni^ht  by  his  |Kirents  u>  DeKalb  cumty. 

Indiana,  when  hiii  iwu  years  old.  and  ha,"  ihiis  be<*n  an  eye  wiine-s  o(  the 
wonderful  transformation  whirl.  lias  taken  plaee  dnrini.'  the  intervening 
years.  At  ttiat  early  period  selt!er>  were  hpt  few  and  far  In-iween.  The 
timlM-r  stretched  for  many  mile<  in  e\  cry  directi-m.  w  'th  an  ocia>-ii mal  ■  a'tin 
cieannji:  here  and  there,  while  hut  few  eJToris  had  at  that  time  iieen  made  to 
develop  agriiultufc  as  it  is  now  practiced.  He  devoted  his  entire  life  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  1861  settled  on  the  fine  farm  of  eighty-nine 
acres  in  Richland  township,  where  his  widow  now  resides  antl  to  the  im- 
pr(»\ement  and  ctiltivaticm  of  which  he  devoted  bini-elf  through  the  years 
and  the  success  he  attained  entitled  him  to  r'inl<  anionic  tlie  foremost  far  l  ers 
of  thf  vicinit\.  Me  carried  i>n  i,'eiui:d  farniiu"^  and  also  i,'av«.-  s<imc  attention 
lo  si.jck  raising^.  givins,'  iiitelli!.,'ent  and  atjreeahle  direction  to  all  of  his  laoors. 

On  July  25,  1867.  Mr.  Del.onj;  married  Jane  .McC  rum.  who  wa.s  burn  in 
Canada  on  Septeinlter  J3.  u'^.v'^-  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  A.  ft  hug- 
ham')  McCnim,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  frelaml.  Mrs.  Del.ong  was 
but  three  years  old  when  her  parent.'^  l)rouj;ht  her  to  iieKall>  cotmiy.  and 
here  she  has  resided  contimumsly  -ince.  To  Mr.  and  .Mrs,  |)eI.onL;  were  l  itrn 
the  followinp:  children;  Marian  S..  of  HeKalh  connty;  .Mrs.  Alice  Wittis;. 
of  l\''ance  coimtv,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Zite  \\'a>hhnrn.  of  this  county:  Clarence  I-".,  of 
Whitley  county,  this  state.  The  mother  of  ihe-e  children  is  ^liH  rcsidin.-  on 
the  old  farm  ami,  desj)ite  her  seventy-five  years,  she  is  enjoyinfj  }jo<k1  health 
and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  w  ho  know  Iter. 

Politically.  Mr.  Deljong  was  a  Republican  of  the  most  radical  type,  and 
t«H)k  an  active  interest  in  tiie  succes,  of  his  party,  as  well  as  in  genera!  alTairs. 
thoutjh  lu-  hel<l  no  ptihlic  otTice.  Religiously,  he  w  a-  a  consistent  and  earnest 
memher  '>f  the  Ignited  Rreffiren  chnrch.  to  the  sufipoH  of  whic  h  !u'  conf  r  ili'.;r('(! 
liberallv  of  his  means.  Mr.  Del.ong  was  a  puliiic  spirited  man  in  all  thai  the 
temi  implied,  heing  ever  interested  in  enterpri.s.es  tendini;  towards  the  general 
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welfare,  and  withheld  his  support  from  no  movement  for  the  good  of  the 
locality  so  Innpf  honored  bv  his  residence  TTis  personal  relation^  nith  hi- 
fellownieii  were  c\cr  niutualix  i>lea^aiit  ami  agreeable,  anil  he  was  higlilv  re- 
garded by  all,  being  easily  approached,  «>l)lij(ing  and  .straightforward  in  all  the 
relations  oi  life. 


FOREST  MILLER. 

It  was  remarked  by  a  celebrated  moralist  and  biographer  that  "there  has 
scarcely  passed  a  life  of  which  a  judicious  und  faithful  narrative  would  not 
have  been  useful."  Believing  in  the  truth  of  this  opinion*  expressed  by  one  of 
the  greatest  and  best  of  men,  the  writer  of  this  review  takes  ])leasure  in  pre- 
senting a  few  facts  in  the  career  of  a  gentleman  who.  by  industry,  persever- 
ance, tenipernnre  and  integrity,  has  worked  himself  fmm  an  hiinihle  station 
to  a  snrces^tul  place  in  lile  and  won  an  honoia'ile  p'l^iiiuii  among  the  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemc<l  men  of  the  liK"dity  in  which  he  resides. 

Forest  Miller  is  a  native  of  Steulien  cotinty.  Indiana,  where  he  was 
bom  on  September  20,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Martin)  Miller.  William  H.  Milter  was  bom  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and 
came  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  tn  1874  he 
married  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Allx?rt  Martin,  and  his  death  occurred  Felmi 
Ary  5.  iQcrfi.  on  the  liomestead  farm.  .Mr.  Martin,  who  was  a  millwright  tw 
trade,  lived  in  Steuben  eountv.  Indiana,  although  a  native  of  Ohio,  ownint:  a 
farm  in  the  alxne  couTity,  and  also  one  in  DeKalb  county.  Mr.  Martin  was  a 
sddier  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  in  Kentucky  after  two  years*  service.  His 
widow  went  to  Kentucky  and  brought  his  body  home  and  he  was  buried  at 
Hamilton,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Sarah  Miller,  his  mother,  who  also  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  is  now  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz  :  Forest, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  r>on  Carlos.  William.  George  A..  Lew.  Mrs.  Flor- 
ence Sutherland,  and  thrcf*  who  died  in  infancy.  Don  Carlos  live^  on  a  fann 
in  Smithfield  township  and  also  ojierates  a  threshing  machine.  W  lUiani  i> 
married  and  lives  in  San  I'Vancisco.  California.  George,  who  also  is  married, 
lives  in  South  Dakota,  where  he  runs  a  grain  elevator.  Lew  lives  at  Van- 
couver. Canada,  and  is  a  gas  fitter  by  occupation.  Florence  Iwcame  the  wife 
Elmer  Sutherland  and  lives  in  Smithfield  township,  where  her  husband  is 
foHowing  the  farming  pursuit. 

Forest  Miller  received  his  education  in  the  township  schools  and  early  in 
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life  began  assisting  in  the  work  on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  received  an  inheritance  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  and  thereafter 
was  employed  at  varidii??  labor  until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  lx)nght 
eightv'  acres  of  land  m  Snnthticld  township  After  farniini?  tbi^  ian«l  for 
three  years  he  sold  it  and  bought  a  lialt  inieie>i  in  a  iaiin  ni  one  iinndred  and 
sixty  acres  known  as  the  James  Clark  farm,  across  front  the  Gark 
sdiool.  This  land  he  operated  a  year,  and  then  sold  his  interest  in  it  to  his 
wife's  uncle,  O.  J.  Camp.  Then  he  rented  this  farm  for  nine  years,  making 
many  improvements  and  s{)emling  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  on  it. 

In  1907.  after  the  settlement  of  the  father's  estate.  Mr.  Miller  bought 
the  interest  of  the  two  brothers  in  fort\  five  acres  of  land  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  old  homestead  across  from  the  Christian  church  in  Smithfield 
township,  and  in  April,  191 3,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  from 
tile  O.  J.  Camp  estate,  comprising  the  farm  he  originally  rented. 

Mrs.  Miller  received  forty  acres  from  her  father's  estate  in  1908,  and 
subsequently  she  bought  forty  acres  more  from  her  sister,  Mrs.  Maude  Dun- 
can, thi^  'm  l  being  now  rented  to  Gobert  Gaetz.  In  all  his  affairs  Mr  Miller 
has  been  eliatacterized  by  «;nun(1  judgment  and  nntirinir  cihti^'v,  <;o  that  he  has 
succeeded  in  achieving  a  gemiuie  success  where  many  others  would  have 
gained  but  njcdiocre  results.  He  gave  his  person.tl  atieiuion  to  every  detail  in 
his  farm  work,  and  maintained  his  place  at  the  place  of  highest  agricultural 
excellence.  He  raises  all  the  crops  ccmimon  to  his  locality,  and  alsu  gives 
some  attention  to  the  handlinglif  live  stock,  in  which  he  has  l)een  ven-  success- 
ful. 

On  December  25,  190 1.  Forest  Miller  was  married  to  Eva  Camp,  the 
dauijhter  of  Aaron  anii  Auiamla  M lasselnian )  C.imj).  and  to  tbeni  has  Iwen 
born  one  child,  Lloyd  Wilson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller,  out  of  the  kindness 
of  their  hearts,  have  adopted  a  daughter  who  is  now  known  as  lilthel  (^Hojw; 
Miller.  Politically,  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Democrat,  iirogressive  in  his  ideas  and  is 
numbered  among  the  men  of  advanced  thought  in  that  locality.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  1o<lge  of  .-\shley.  ami  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  his  fraternal  brethren.  He  is  one  of  those  solid  men  of 
brain  and  substance  .so  essential  to  the  material  jjrowth  and  prosperity  of  a 
community  and  whose  influence  is  willint^dv  extended  in  i)ehalf  of  every  de 
serving  enterprise  that  has  for  its  object  the  ;i<i\ aiueruent  of  the  mora!  w  elfare 
of  the  locality.  His  success  in  life  has  Ijeen  the  legitimate  result  of  consecu- 
tive effort,  directed  and  controlled  by  good  judgment  am!  correct  principles. 
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SAMUEL  HARRISON  DOWNEND. 

Improvement  and  imoj^uss  n>ay  well  !)c  said  to  form  tin*  keynote  of  the 
character  of  Sanniel  Harrison  l  )o^^  ncnd.  a  u  ell  know  n  and  intlnential  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Kovscr  town-hip.  and  he  !in^  not  oidy  iieen  intt-rrstcd  in 
the  work  of  advancing  his  own  in<lividnal  aflair>i.  Init  his  inliueiKc  felt  in 
the  upbuilding  of  the  conniiunity.  He  h2u>  been  an  industrious  nun  all  his 
life,  striving  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  respect  and  a:^  a  resuh 
every  mile  post  of  the  years  he  has  (mssed  has  fcmml  hun  further  advanced, 
more  prosperous,  anrl  with  an  increaseil  nnmher  of  friends. 

Samuel  Harrison  Downenil  is  a  native  son  .if  the  old  Buckeye  state, 
having  l)een  hom  on  Dercmbcr  13.  l<^50.  in  Kicldand  comUy.  Ohir).  and  i>-  the 
<on  of  John  an«l  Sarah  (  Hei  htel  *  Dovvnend.  John  howtiend,  who  alM'  was 
born  in  Kiehkind  a»unty.  Ohio,  on  July  11,  i^t,4.  wa<  the  s.hi  of  James  and 
Eliza  Downcnd.  who  were  natives  of  Lincolnshire.  England,  from  whence 
they  came  to  America  probably  in  M<iy,  1834,  locating  in  Richland  county. 
Ohio,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  thetr  lives  on  a  farm.  There  their 
<on  lohn  grew  to  manhood,  and  on  Fehrnary  10.  iS:c;.  niarrii-d  Sarah  A. 
Bechtcl.  who  was  I)orn  in  \\  ayne  coimty,  Ohio.  <.n  May  (>.  iK^o.  ihe  ilanjl  tt  r 
of  David  and  FJizalnth  (  H.-irtnon"!  P>echtel.  (^u  Man!)  jn,  iS^u.  Joiin 
Dowentl  an«l  hi<  wilV  ramc  (o  |)<.'Ka!h  cnnty.  In<li:uia.  locating  in  Ktyser 
township,  where  Mr.  Duwnen<l  had  previovisly  Ijought  a  tract  of  laud  in 
sections  7  and  8  in  the  southwestern  part  of  that  township,  and  here  they  lived 
until  their  deaths.  ac(|uiring'  n  fine  estate  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
The>'  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  f^miiel  H.;  Clara,  deceased: 
Franklin,  who  died  in  infancy:  and  Charles  E..  the  latter  n mw  living  in  Fort 
Wayne,  and  i^^  a  traveling  sak-^man.  The  f  itlur  nf  these  children  dieil  on 
October  I  I,  1805.        ''■'^  wife  on  October  A.  iS^j. 

The  subject  of  tln-^  sketcii  was  reared  under  the  |>arental  f" >f  and  as 
soon  a.s  old  enough  tO(»k  a  hand  in  the  cultivation  and  im|iro\emenl  of  the 
home  farm.  He  received  his  educational  training  in  the  clistrict  schools  of 
that  neighlK>rhood,  and  at  the  ajje  of  twenty-two  years  he  went  west,  where 
the  following  two  years  were  spent.  .\i  the  death  of  his  mother  Mr.  Oownend 
returne<l  honic  and  remained  with  his  father  and  .^ister.  having  o|)erated  the 
home  farm  contifuiously  iiiue. 

f^n  March  11.  18S5,  Mr  r)i>wiiend  \va^  in;uri«'(l  to  L.iur.i  Ilouser.  wh'> 
was  lK)rn  in  w  hat  wa.s  then  the  ni>rtbern  j>art  of  Ihuler  tov  nship.  now  in 
Keyser  township.  Her  death  occurred  on  Febniarj-  2r.  iqu.  at  the  age  of 
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forty-eight  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  iienry  and  Elizabeth  Houser, 
and  was  born  on  May  30,  1865.  She  was  a  devoted  wife»  a  loving  mother,  a 
good  neighbor  and.  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her.  fiy  her  union  with 
Mr.  Downend  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children:  Harry  F...  born  Tune 
39,  x886,  and  who  married  Ella  Clark,  now  lives  in  Garrett,  and  is  the  father 
of  two  children.  Dorothy  and  Tlarriett;  Walter  T".,  nnrii  .\i)ril  27.  fS88.  mar- 
rie<!  Alta  Luni^.  and  has  two  daiiL,'fUt.Ts.  (  atliermc  and  Laurine.  tic  lives  on 
the  home  farm  with  his  father;  Bcriha,  lx>rn  January  17,  i8yo.  married  Perry 
Gump,  and  they  live  on  the  latter 's  farm  near  Mr.  Downend's  place;  William 
J.,  bom  May  19,  1896,  lives  in  Garrett,  where  he  is  employed  in  the  United 
States  Express  CwntNiny  and  also  farming. 

Mr.  Downend  is  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  part>  and  in  1908 
was  elected  trustee  of  Keyser  township,  holding  the  ofhce  for  a  six-year  term 
and  bein£j'  its  present  inctimhent.  }Ic  cxcrci'^eK  in  his  official  position  the  same 
business  methods  and  cntcrprisinc^  spirit  \shich  has  characterized  hi>  own 
affairs,  and  is  perfurmuig  the  duties  of  his  office  to  the  full  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  Fraternally,  he  is  -a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees 
and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles.  He  is  a  man  of  kindly  impulses  and 
genial  nature  and  because  of  his  excellent  qualities  of  character  and  the 
splendid  success  which  he  has  attained,  he  is  deserving  of  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  universally  held  throughout  his  section  of  the  county. 


SIMON  PETER  KOSHT. 

There  ts  nowhere  a  more  luatuitirl  fanning  rotnilry  than  the  iCttile 
rolling  j>rairies  of  Wihnmgton  tt)wnshij>  in  DeKall)  county.  In  the  grownig 
seasons  of  the  year  they  present  a  rare  picture,  cattle  grazing  in  the  verdant 
pastures,  fields  of  corn  and  oats  waving  in  the  breezes.  Not  only  do  they 
gratify  the  eye.  but  they  as  well  richly  reward  the  men  who  pos.sess  them  and 
arc  tlu  owners  of  the  Inxurions  crops  w'hich  iliev  prfiduce.  And  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Kosht  is  unexcelled  among  the  farms  of  Wilmington  township. 

Simon  Peter  Kn<ht  is  n  native  of  the  r»ld  Ruckeye  state,  having  l)ecn 
born  in  .Vshland  county.  Ohio,  on  August  2^.  1S58.  the  ^mh  df  Daniel  antl 
EIizal)eth  i  1-ash)  Kosht.  The  failier  \v:is  a  native  of  IVniiMivania  and  his 
wife  was  bom  in  Ohio.  .He  came  to  the  latter  state  from  Pennsylvania  and 
there  met  and  married  his  wife.  Afterwards,  in  1866,  thev  moved  to  DeKalh 
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county,  Indiana,  liettHng  in  Union  township,  where  he  followed  farming  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  bis  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  deceased.  To 
theni  were  bom  fifteen  children,  itamdy :   Philip,  Josiah  and  Harriett,  who 

are  deceased;  (iccjrge.  Sarah.  Eli.  Simon  1' .  iMancis,  David:  Mar)*  Ellen, 
deceased ;  Barbara  Jane,  deceased ;  VViUiani.  Enuna  and  Enimett,  twins,  and 
Cora. 

The  snhject  <>t  this  skctrli  tiHcni-d  his  (.•chualii mi  !I1  tlie  coiiiinoii  schooN 
and  has  tuWuwed  lanuing  since  his  boyhood  days,  to  which  vocation  he  was 
reared.  His  fine  fami  in  Wilmington  township  comprises  seventy- four  acres 
of  good,  tillable  land,  on  which  he  carries  on  general  fanning,  raising  a 
general  line  of  crops,  and  in  connection  therewith  a  portion  of  his  time  and 
attention  has  hcen  given  to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  which  in  these  modem 
days  of  intelligent  farming  is  one  of  the  most  vahiahle  au\iHane<;  to  a  well 
cojiducted  fartn.  Mr.  K«jsht  is  prot^rc'^'iive  in  his  ideas,  hesitating  not  t«»  adopt 
new  methods  and  discard  the  old  u  hcn  the  change  is  ftntnd  to  Ik*  advantag- 
eous. He  keeps  his  fences  and  buildings  in  good  repair  and  buys  the  very 
best  niacbiner)',  and  is  indtistriotu  and  energetic  in  his  ijersonal  habits,  so 
that  he  has  been  enaUed  to  reap  a  large  reward  for  his  labors. 

On  May  4,  1884,  Simon  F.  Kosht  and  Elizabeth  GrabiU  were  united  in 
marriage,  the  fnnt  of  their  union  being  two  cliildren.  David  R..  who  married 
Donna  Engle.  :\n<\  Annie  May.  who  became  ihr  wife  i<f  Don  Hindt-fimn.  n{ 
(."oncord  to\vnshi]>.  lids  county.  Mrs.  Kosht  is  tlie  tlaii^^hter  of  .Vbrahani  and 
Mary  { Saylor ;  Cirabill.  the  former  a  native  of  the  dcnnan  empire  and  the 
latter  born  in  Hennsylvania,  They  l;ecanie  the  iiarents  of  seven  children, 
namely :  David :  .\gnes.  deceasefl :  Katherine.  Elizalieth.  Jacob,  Henry,  and 
Anna,  deceased.  The  parents  of  these  children  are  also  both  deceased.  They 
were  residents  <>f  DcKalb  cotiiity  from  1  up  to  the  time  of  their  death,  and 
during  this  period  they  enjoyed  the  confidence  atul  good  will  of  all  who  kne^^ 
them. 

Mr.  Kosht.  ill  In--  p'  lUKal  \  icws.  {<  in  fair  bariiioiiv  with  the  platform 
and  j)ohcies  of  the  Democratic  party,  winch  he  has  sup[)orted  ever  since  at- 
taining his  majority  and  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  advancing  the  party  in 
this  locality.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Indqieiident  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Christian  chntch.  He  has  been 
succe.s$ful  in  his  efforts,  and  is  today  not  only  one  of  the  leading  fanners  of 
the  township  in  which  he  resides,  but  occupies  a  p'oniinent  pLice  nniong  the 
solid  and  substantial  men  of  the  community  His  diaraeter  is  such  as  to  win 
for  liiiii  111  a  marked  dei,'r«'c  the  esteem  ami  Irrend^hip  of  those  who  knt)w 
him  and  all  who  meet  inm  are  favorably  impressed. 
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JOHN  DEIHL. 

Prominent  in  the  affairs  of  DeKalb  county  and  distinguished  as  a  citi- 
zen whose  influence  is  extended  iFar  beyond  the  limits  of  the  community  hon- 
ored by  his  residence,  the  name  of  John  Deihl  stands  out  a  conspicuous  figure 
among  the  successful  farmers  of  the  locality  of  which  this  volume  treats.  .Ml 

of  his  undertakings  have  been  actuated  hy  noble  motives  and  high  resolves  and 
•characterized  by  breadtli  of  wisdom  and  strnntr  intlividuality.  ami  his  success 
and  achie\ enicnt>  Init  lejiresent  the  rrsiili  i>i  tit  ulilizatxm  of  uinate  talent  in 
directing  chori  along  those  lme>  where  mature  judgment  and  rare  discriuj- 
ination  lead  the  way. 

John  Deihl  was  Imrn  «»  May  8.  1865.  in  Indiana  county.  >Vnnisylvama. 
and  is  a  son  of  Geoi^e  and  Nancy  (Oba)  DeihL  George  Deihl  was  a  native 
of  (ieniiany  and  a  son  of  John  and  Elizal)eth  Deihl.  who,  in  1H30.  brought 
their  family  to  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania.  George  Deihl  l>eing  at  that 
time  ab<nit  six  years  old.  He  had  a  brother  of  prccrtuous  intellect  and  attain- 
ment, who.  at  the  early  age  of  eight  years,  was  dcrk  at  a  sale  in  (lermanv. 
He  never  left  the  fatherland  and  died  there.  George  Deihl  was  reared  in 
Pennsylvania  and  there  married  Nancy  Olia.  a  native  uf  Bedford  c<xinty. 
that  state,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Bachtel)  Oba.  George 
Deihl  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  Noveml)er,  i88tj.  and  two  years  later  his  widow 
■came  to  DeKalb  c«>unty  and  made  her  home  with  her  children  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  on  July  j^.  i()o6. 

John  Deihl  wa'^  i  cared  to  manhmKl  in  I 't  nn^vlx  ama.  Ncn  nniii:  his  c^iu- 
<.ation  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home  locality,  and  on  September  9.  1879. 
he  left  home  and  came  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  where  his  father  owned  a 
farm  in  Richland  township  and  there  the  subject  has  lived  continiiously  since 
with  the  exception  of  about  two  years,  which  he  spent  back  at  his  Pennsyl- 
vania home  a  short  time  after  coming  to  this  state.  Tpon  coming  to  Indiana 
the  second  time  he  made  his  home  for  a  while  with  the  C)l)a  fatnily  and  while 
there  met  his  future  wife.  .She  later  nvn  ed  to  .\bilene.  Kansas,  and  there  he 
went  and  married  iur  in  1891.  She  had  received  a  •splendid  education  and 
had  engaged  m  teaching  school  near  her  prc'cnt  home  three  years  liefore  she 
went  west.  Her  maiden  name  was  Emma  C.  Davidson,  a  sister  of.  Henry 
Davidson,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  in  which  will  be 
found  something  of  the  family  history.  John  Deihl.  at  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, owned  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  the  northern  part  of  Keyser  township, 
near  his  present  home,  and  on  this  place  he.,  lived  until  180.  when  he^ld  it 
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and  moved  to  near  Haynes  Comers.  In  1896  he  built  his  present  home  on 
tile  old  farm  fonnerly  owned  by  his  fattier  and  moved  there  in  1897,  and  has 
lived  there  continuously  since.    He  is  now  the  owner  of  over  two  hundred 

acres  of  splendid  lanri  in  his  hmne  farm  in  Kichlaiul  townsliip,  and  in  the 
operation  of  tliis  pL-uo  ho  has  nift  wiili  a  well  nK'titcd  success,  for  he  has  so 
conducted  his  operations  as  to  insure  a  succcsstiil  oulcnnic.  He  has  carried 
on  a  general  Une  of  farming  and  in  connection  with  agriculture  has  given 
considerable  attention  to  the'  raising  of  live  stock,  having  raised  and  stM 
more  sheep  than  any  other  man  in  DeKalb  county.  In  this  line  alone  he  has 
earned  a  wide-spread  reputation  and  has  done  much  to  advance  the  interests 
of  sheep-raising  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  has  made  many  permanent 
and  .substantial  improvement*  on  the  home  farm,  all  of  which  In-ar  f-vidcnce 
to  his  enterpri.se  and  iim^rossix r  spirit,  and  in  the  public  and  civic  life  of  the 
community  he  is  equally  enterprising,  giving  his  support  to  everything  u  hich 
promises  to  he  of  material,  social  or  educational  benefit  to  the  community. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deihl  have  been  born  four  children.  Georise.  Roy,  Vic- 
tor and  Dorothy,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deihl  mo\c  in  the  l)est  social  circles  of  the  community,  where  they  have  long 
been  numlwred  among  the  best  citizens.  an<l  wherever  known  they  are  held 
in  bicrh  esteem,  for  they  pos$es.s  to  a  marked  tlcgree  qualities  which  win  and 
retain  friendship. 


DAVID  MILKS. 

The  ff>!lowing  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  lite  of  (tm-  who.  !iy  rl^'-e  attention 
to  business,  iias  achieve<l  marked  Mu  rev'i  in  the  world's  affairs  and  risen  to  an 
honorable  po.sition  among  the  ciitcrpri".niy  men  of  the  county  with  which  his 
interests  are  identified.  It  is  a  plain  record,  rendered  remarkable  by  no  strange 
or  mysterious  adventure,  no  wonderful  or  lucky  accident  and  no  tragic  sittia- 
tion.  Mr.  Milks  is  one  of  those  estimable  cliaracters  whose  integrity  and 
strong  personality  must  force  them  into  an  admirable  notoriety,  which  their 
modesty  never  seeks,  who  comtnaiid  the  nsjK'cl  "f  their  contem])oraries  and 
their  posterity  and  leave  the  impress  of  their  individuality  upon  the  age  in 
which  they  live. 

David  Milks  was  born  on  April  3.  i8(ii.  in  drcen  county,  Wisconsin,  a 
son  of  Ezra  and  Sarah  (Ronds)  Milks.  Ezra  Milks,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  York  state,  went  to  Pennsylvania  with  his  parents  in  young  manhooti  ami 
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soon  afterwards  migrated  to  Wisocmsin,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits duriiig  practically  his  entire  life.  He  was  bom  in  1820,  and  died  at  the 

Soldiers'  Home  in  Leavenw  ofth.  Kansas,  in  1907,  having  been  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  His  wife,  whose  maiden* name  was  Sarah  Ronds,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1827  and  died  in  \V'isconsin  on  June  7,  ifKX)  Mr.  Milks 
was  the  father  of  seven  children,  of  w  hom  three.  Amcfe,  Thomas  and  Hattie, 
were  born  ot  his  first  union,  and  tour,  i'lank,  Kuth,  David  and  Hlla  (.Mrs. 
Estes),  to  the  second  union.  Mrs.  Milks,  the  subject's  motiier,  had  a  child. 
Martha,  by  a  former  marriage,  she  being  now  deceased. 

David  Mitles  was  reared  on  tiie  paternal  homestead,  receiving  a  oonunon 
school  education  and  following  the  vocation  of  farming  during  his  early  man- 
hood years.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  be  remained 
until  1902.  lieinnf  enj^<:fed  in  tanning  operations,  and  then  came  to  Smith- 
field  townshi]).  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  and  bought  the  Kimmel  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  In  the  fall  of  lyii  he  bought  a  residence  property 
in  Ashley,  this  county,  remodeling  the  same  and  moving  into  it  in  the  spring 
of  the  following  year,  his  son,  Bert«  taking  charge  of  the  farm.  The  hitter 
place  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Smithfield  township.  Iwing  well  drained  and 
practically  all  under  cultivation.  ver\  little  timber  being  on  tlu  place.  From 
the  age  of  twelve  venr*;  until  he  attained  his  majnrity  Mi-.  Milks  wa*^  reared 
by  Arnold  Rentiett,  w  ho  i^axe  to  him  the  same  careful  attention  that  he  would 
have  given  to  a  son  tii  his  uua  blood,  Mr.  .Milks  has  proven  to  Ik:  a  man  of 
broad,  humanitarian  impulses,  and  he  has  not" only  achieved  a  large  success^ 
in  his  own  personal  affairs,  but  has  also  been  successful  as  a  citizen,  giving 
the  proper  care  and  attention  to  tho.sc  things  which  have  for  their  object  the 
adv;mcement  .of  the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 

On  Christmas  day,  1886,  Mr.  Milks  was  married  to  Maria,  the  dau|,diter 
of  Jacob  and  Angeline  (Minert)  Al)le\.  Jacob  Ahley  was  a  native  of  the 
little  repuhlie  of  Switzerland,  where  lie  reinaiiltd  until  twenty- four  years  of 
age,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  Stales  and  here  followed  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  until  his  marriage,  in  September.  1859,  to  Angeline  Minert.  He 
was  married  in  Wisconsin  and  there  he  settled  on  a  farm.  He  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  April  18.  1807.  By 
this  uni  on  Mr.  Abley  became  the  father  of  si.v  children.  Mrs.  Maria  Milks, 
Cassie,  Ida.  Mrs.  Lizzie  Lewis.  Willinni  and  Mrs.  Vera  Marlcof.k.  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  a  native  of  Indiana.  Ixirn  near  Covuiglon.  Wrmilion 
«oonty,  and  died  in  Albany,  Wisconsin,  on  July  28.  1906.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Milks  were  born  t\v«  chiidrpn,  llert  and  (iearge.  The  foniier  married  f ivorgia 
Conrad  and  lives  on  his  father's  farm,  which  he  operates. 

.  P(jlitically.  David  Milks  gives  his  earnest  sn]iport  to  the  Rqntblican 

party,  in  the  cotmsets  of  which  he  was  a  prominent  tifiiire  I'or  many  years. 
Fraternally,  he  i<  a  memher  of  the  Indt^pi-ndeni  ( )nk'r  rif  Odd  h\>!lo\\  s  at 
Ashley.  K'eliyioiisly,  I'e  h:is  for  a  ntiniber  of  years  been  a  meml)er  of  the 
Christian  eiiurch.  of  wincii  he  ha>;  served  a^.  treasurer  and  i>  now  one  of  its 
deacons.  A  man  of  kindly  and  charitable  impulses,  he  breathes  a  spirit  of 
optimism  wherever  he  goes,  and  thase  who  know  him  liest  hold  him  in  the 
highest  regard..  A  man  of  clean  character,  a  good  business  manager  and 
keenly  alive  to  the  hisjhest  and  best  interests  of  his  community,  he  is  entitled 
to  that  measure  of  confidence  and  regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow 
citizens. 


.  '  NOAH  A,  LUXG. 

The  biojiraphies  of  the  representative  men  of  a  county  bring  to  light 
many  hidden  treasures  of  mind,  charrutcr  rind  courage,  well  calculated  to 
arouse  the  pride  of  their  family  and  oi  tiie  comnrutni).  and  il  i>.  a  >ouice  c)i 
regret  that  tlie  people  are  not  m.>re  familiar  with  the  personal  ht>torv  of  ,NUch 
men  in  the  ranks  of  whom  may  be  foimd  tillers  of  soil,  mechanics^  teachers, 
as  well  as  lawyers,  physicians,  Imnkers  and  members  of  other  vocations  and 
professions,  'llie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  distinctively  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  township  in  which  he  lives,  and  as  such  has  made  his  inHuencc 
felt  .^unont,'  !ns  fellow  men  and  earned  a  name  for  enterprise,  integrity  and 
honor  that  entitles  hini  to  wortin  notice  in  a  work  of  the  nature  4>t  this 
volume. 

Noqh  .\.  l.nng  was  liorn  iu  Butler  township.  DeKalh  cinmty,  Decenilier 
23,  iSf)2,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Jane  (, Showers)  Lung,  the  father  a 
native  of  Ohio,  horn  July  :z5.  if<35.  and  died  October  u,  igcxi.  the  mother 

bom  November  29.  1844,  and  died  March  3.  1888.  To  them  were  bom  ten 
children:  |(!^  harily.  Xoali  .\..  Daniel.  I'erry.  de.eased :  Thoma^.  W  illiam. 
.Mice,  deceased  :  jercniiah.  I'aul,  dcccn-ed.  and  Sritniiel.  decea-^ed.  The  sul>- 
ject  of  this  sketcl;  \\a-  t^iven  a  ^^imkI  cuiunKin  ^clutol  rduc.-itioii.  .-ifter  which 
he  went  to  Valparaiso.  Indiana,  and  engaged  in  leaching  for  three  year.s. 
Subsequently  he  took  up  the  pursuit  of  agricuhure  and  followed  the  same  in 
Butler  township  until  1904,  when  he  moved  to  l-nion  township,  where  he 
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farmed  for  five  years,  from  there  removing  to  Fairfield  township,  where  lie 

n  csidcs.  His  landed  possessions  amount  t<^  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Xuah  Lung  was  married  on  July  28.  iH8f).  to  Sarah  Hawk,  (laujfnter  of 
Adam  and  Xancy  (Johnson)  Hawk  Adam  {lawk  was  hmn  in  Champaijjn 
county,  Uhiu,  in  i8j6.  and  died  hi  i87»S.  iie  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  in 
Adatns  county,  Indiana.  His  wile  was  Ixjrn  in  Harrison  county.  Ohio.  June 
10,  1833,  and  she  passed  away  February  3,  1904.  The  Johnson  family  were 
among  the  first  settlers  in  Harrison  county,  Indiana.  To  .\dam  and  Nancy 
Hawk  were  born  seven  children:  Lemuel,  deceased:  John,  deceased:  .\.  J.; 
Ueliecca,  deceased;  .Mary,  deceased;  Sarah  J.  and  X'alentine.  To  the  sr.l»ject 
and  wife  have  been  Imrn  six  children:  .Ma1;cl  married  lienry  k'mnie.  of 
Union  io\\rishii>;  jrniuc  married  Max  !  <n\cr.  ut  Toledo;  Arthur  is  at  home; 
l.ulu  married  i^iermaii  .\Iarlz;  Blanche  married  I'aul  Smith,  of  Sturgis.  .Michi- 
gan ;  Edna  is  at  home. 

I'^ratemally,  Mr.  Lung  ts  a  member  of  the  Knights  uf  Pythiai^  lodge  at 
Auburn,  having  gone  through  the  chairs  of  said  lodge.  He  was  elected  and 
serv'ed  as  trustee  of  Butler  township  from  Xovemher  10.  i<^oq,  to  January  1, 
l(>05.  fie  uas  a  meiiiliir  of  (lit-  <tate  militia  for  three  years  and  performed 
service  in  tiu  i'ullnsni  strike  of  i8*>3.  for  which  he  received  a  bronze  medal 
fur  nieritonous  service. 


The  virile  and  w hol(.'s<)iiiL'  blood  of  iht-  fatherland,  which  has  steaddy 
flowed  in  all  its  enriching  and  purifying  power  into  the  arteries  of  every 
industr}'  and  occupation  of  thi.s  land,  has  prnliahly  been  more  marked  in  the 
development  and  uplift  of  agriculture  than  in  any  other  vocation.  With 
wholesome  minds  and  sturdy  bodies  these  welcome  emigrants  from  the 
Kaiser's  domain  have  formed  a  part  of  the  vanguard  of  almost  every  band  of 
pioneers  fightint;  their  way  thioui;h  fi  . rests  den«e.  braving  unti»l<l  dan-^:  and 
.suflfering  severe  privation*^  that  they  might  do  their  full  share  in  making 
their  adopted  land  the  glori«iiis  nation  it  is  today.  .\t>  more  worthy  --on  of 
the  Teutonic  race  could  find  a  place  in  the  pages  of  this  work  than  he  who 
forms  the  caption  of  this  brief  sketch.  The  phrase  "a  .«elf<made  man*'  has 
been  so  frequently  abused  and  so  carelessly  applied  that  its  full  in)|M>rt  is 
often  lost,  but  the  friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  subject  will  readily  grant, 
and  insist,  that,  in  all  its  broadest  meaning,  it  hut  justly  and  truthfully  de- 
scribes the  one  whose  life  inspires  this  article. 


CHARLES  LEHMBACK. 
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Charles  [..ehiiibftdc  was  born  August  25,  1841,  in  Genmny,  the  soil  ot 

Christian  and  Hanna  (Gdst)  Lehmbeck.  The  father.  Christian  L-ehmback. 
spent  his  eiitirt'  life  in  Germany,  where  he  died  in  1841.  He  was  a  farmer  all 
his  hfe  and  \va'<  noted  for  being^  thrifty  and  progressive  in  his  methods.  'Hie 
mother,  also  a  native  of  (Jcrmany.  emigrated  to  tlie  United  States  when  tlic 
subject  was  about  twenty-six  years  of  age,  his  two  brothers  also  coming. 
They  came  to  Attburn,  which  at  that  time  was  sparsely  settled.  The  mother 
lived  in  Auburn  with  her  son  John  until  her  death.  To  the  subject  s  parents 
were  bom  six  children:  Sophia,  deceased:  John,  who  hves  in  Aulmrn  :  Min 
nie;  Reggie,  or  Regina.  deceased;  Mary,  deceased,  and  Cliarles.  The  mother 
was  married  a  seamd  time,  to  Carl  Kruse.  whose  decease  occurred  i)re\  i(>i!s  tci 
her  death.    To  this  union  was  born  one  child.  William,  \\li>i  li\C"-  m  Aulnini. 

In  Deceiiiljcr,  r868,  Charles  Lchmhack  was  united  m  holy  wedi«K-k  with 
Frnfrdcta,  daughter  of  John  Strube  and  "Fredreka  (Shultz)  -Strube,  both 
natives  of  the  fatherland,  who  came  to  America  and  located  in  Qiicago,  where 
liiey  spent  the  balance  of  their  days.  John  Strube  passing  away  in  1902.  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  across  the  dark  river  one  year.  To  them  were  bom 
six  children:  Fredrickia,  Charles.  Fred.  John.  Minnie  and  Lena  C Mr». 
Brochar). 

To  Mi.  and  Mrs.  Lthinlxick  have  been  born  si.\  children:  Minnie: 
Frank,  who  lives  in  Garrett  and  is  employed  by  the  Baltimore  &  Obit*  Rail- 
road C«tipan\.  is  married  and  has  three  children:  John,  a  carfienter.  who  i^ 
married  and  has  four  children,  living  also  in  Garrett :  Liiczie  is  married  to  a 
Mr.  Schulthess,  retired,  of  Garrett,  and  they  have  liad  five  children,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased:  T.iddie,  who  also  lives  in  Carrett.  married  a  Mr.  .\Iarti. 
who  is  employed  by  the  flaltimore  Ohio  Ratlrn.u!  Company  ,  nitd  t''e\  'mv 
one  child;  TiMie  is  married  to  \V.  M.  Miller,  also  a  retired  resident  of  Garrett. 

Charles  Lehnil>ack  worked  in  .\nhurn  for  nine  \ears  and  lived  for  one 
year  on  a  farm  bet  wen  Waterloo  and  Aubnrn.  After  leaving  Aulmrn  he 
came  to  Keyser  township,  and  rented  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres, 
about  one-half  of  which  was  in  timber.  He  cleared  a  good  portion  of  this 
timbered  land  and  after  renting  the  farm  for  twenty-two  years  he  purcha.sed 
the  tract  and  is  still  engaged  in  active  farming:  Tie  has  bnilt  a  C(»mfortab1e 
residence  on  the  place  and  the  '^nbstantial  outhniMniirs  nrc  al-^n  cvidcnrc<  <"'f 
his  thrift  and  encrL;v  He  has  rmiodt'lefl  tin-  liarn  and  I'encc-d  and  diained  the 
land  until  it  today  stands  as  one  of  the  best  agricultural  plants  in  the  town- 
ship and  is  an  inspiring  illustration  of  the  old  axiom.  *'where  there's  a  will 
there's  a  way/*  In  the  development  of  this  wild  tract  of  timbered  land  into 
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the  model  farm  it  is  today,  and  in  the  stniggles,  hardships  and  trials  incident 
thereto,  he  has  been  toyally  assisted  by  his  devoted  helpmate,  who  with  *her 
'honored  spouse  has  the  satisfaction  of  dnty  well  done.   They  came  to  the 

farnT  with  empty  hands,  but  by  keeping  "everlastingly  at  it"  they  have  pros- 
pered and  have  been  rewarded  with  a  goodly  share  of  this  world's  goods. 

Politically,  Mr  Lehmbadv  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  affair*;  of  the 
Republican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Gemiaii  Methi> 
dist  church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee. 


WILLIAM  GOODWIN. 

J 

In  the  history  of  DeKalb  coumy,  as  applying  to  the  agricdtural  inter- 
ests, the  name  of  William  Goodwin  occupies  a  conspicnons  place,  for  Uirough 
a  number  of  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  SmithBeld 

township,  progressive,  enterprising  and  persevering.  Sncli  '|ualities  win  suc- 
cess, sooner  or  later,  and  to  Mr.  (lorKlwin  they  have  biouL^In  a  'satisfactory 
reward  for  his  well-<lircctc(l  cffurts.  ami  while  he  has  i>enchteci  himself  in  a 
material  way.  he  has  also  been  an  mlUiential  factor  in  the  educational,  political 
and  moral  uplift  of  the  comnnmity  favored  with  his  citizenship. 

William  Goodwin  was  bora  on  August  34,  185^1.  on  the  old  Goodwin 
homestead  in  section  3^,  Smithfield  township,  DeKalb  cmmty.  Indiana,  and  is 
the  son  of  Daniel  artd  Susannah  (Kiefer)  Goodwin.  Daniel  Goodwin,  who 
was  a  native  of  Ashland  cnunty.  Ohio.  miifT'ated  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana, 
when  alKuit  tltirt\  years  of  age.  coming  with  his  wife  and  ^on  m  1854.  He 
bought  two  huntlred  and  eight  acres  of  lauil  in  the  fall  of  the  previous  year, 
going  then  back  to  Ohio  and  bringing  his  family  in  May  of  the  following 
year.  With  the  exception  of  five  years,  when  be  lived  in  Waterloo,  Mr. 
Goodwin  gave  hjs  tmdivided  attention  to  the  operati<nfi  of  this  land,  having  a 
renter  on  the  place  during  bis  absence,  .\fter  spending  fi\  c  years  in  Water- 
loo. Mr.  Goodwin  moved  Iwck  to  the  farm,  where  his  death  oociirred  on 
July  2.  Jfp3.  He  wa<  twice  married  After  the  death  of  his  first  vvife.  in  the 
fall  of  r8s4.  he  was  married,  on  April  2h.  T855.  to  Susannah  Kiefer.  By  his 
first  union  were  born  two  children,  Pbilcman.  deceased,  and  Henry  A.  Henry, 
^hb  has  never  married,  now  lives  -with  his  stepmother  on  the  home  place, 
she  being  now  about  eighty-five  years  of  age.  Bv  his  ^seoand  marriage  Mr. 
Goodwin  became  die  father  of  -five  ditldren :  William,  tfie  immediate  subject 
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of  this  skctcli,  Mrs.  Kliza  Dil^aid.  Mrs.  KImir.i  I'arnell.  John  and  David. 
Eliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  Simon  Dilgard.  a  fanner  of  Grant  town.shtp, 
this  coiinly.  is  tlte  mother  of  three  rhildron  hvinq-  and  two  decca-^t'd  those 
ii\  inji  Ix'in*^  Raymond  C  urtis.  Ia<|Pe<  ami  \  f ra :  F.hnira.  who  became  the  wife 
of  Curtis  Parnell,  a  fanner  of  l'leasant\ lile.  lt)wa.  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren. ^f^s.  Si  valla  Htckenl)augh  and  Mrs.  Vesta  McElrea:  John,  who  is  a 
traveling  salesman  and  manager  for  the  T.  (I.  Xonvall  Company,  of  Sioux 
City.  Iowa,  married  Irena  Riachart.  and  they  have  two  children,  Odessa  and 
Erwin,  l>oth  of  whom  arc  married:  David  married  Dora  Smilh,  aTid  is  a  far- 
mer near  Cedar  Lake,  Smithheld  township,  and  they  have  four  children  living 
and  u\)c  fleceased.  those  living  being  Mrs.  Nellie  1  banner,  i.f  I'ort  Wayne. 
Ivayniuiul.  Mrs.  I-'hnira  Myers,  of  I'airllelfl  township.  tlii>  >  'Hiiii\  and  X'irtfil 
Su.sannah  (Kiefer)  Goodwin  was  a  native  of  Delaware  connty.  i'ennsylvania. 
moving  to  Ohio  with  her  parents  whenahottt  eight  years  of  age.  .-\fter  living 
in  Wayne  ccnmty.  Ohio,  ahotit  ten  miles  fr<»m  Wnoster.  she  became  the  wife 
of  Daniel  Goodvvin.  with  whom  she  came  to  Indiana,  and  now  makes  a  home 
for  her  stepson,  as  stated  above. 

William  d  ixlw  in  was  reared  mi  the  paternal  homestead  and  has  devoted 
pnu'tivalb'  hi<  cniiri-  life  to  farniiiig.  the  only  exce)»tion  being  a  period  of 
alMHit  four  years  which  he  spint  as  n  traveling'  •-ale*^man.  In  the  spring  of 
1887  Mr  Cfooclwin  Ijought  fifty-seven  and  one-half  acres  of  the  home  place, 
and  in  April.  1910.  he  benight  rme  hundred  and  twentv  acres  of  land  in  Grant 
township,  near  Waterloo,  formerly  known  as  the  S.  P.  Klot«  fann.  Of  this 
he  deeded  eighty  acres  to  Daunt  Updyke.  a  son-in-law .  retaining  forty  acres 
in  liis  own  name.  There  were  no  impnnements  on  the  forty-acre  tract*  al- 
thonjjli  the  land  had  heen  cleared,  and  on  March  i<>.  T(,12,  lu-  'xnijTht  ten  acres 
ot  the  Seerv  farm  adjoining  his  hr*;f  purchase.  Ik  ha^  tikxl  autl  drained  his 
present  farm,  putting  the  soil  in  splendid  condition,  and  has  erected  all  the 
buildings  which  now  render  the  place  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  its  kind  in 
this  township.  The  land  is  practically  all  now  rented,  as  Mr.  Goodwin  re- 
tired in  the  spring  of  191  though  he  lives  in  the  old  farm  residence.  He 
has  lioughi  residence  property  in  Waterloo  and  expects  to  move  to  that  place 
in  the  spring  of  191 4 

On  January  ^.  1S7S,  William  Goodw  in  married  Knmia  R  Shaffer,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Kehicca  (Francis)  Shaflfer.  and  to  thi<  nninit  have  l)een 
lK)m  six  children,  namely:  One  who  die<l  in  infancy;  Orpha  .\.  l^ecame  the 
wife  of  Daunt  Upd}ke,  a  fanner  of  Grant  township,  near  Waterloo,  this 
county,  and  they  have  two  children  living.  Carroll  and  Oltver.  and  one  de- 
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ceased;  Vesta  I.  became  the  wife  of  Charles  White,  a  fanner  near  Waterloo 
in  Smithfield  township,  and  they  have  two  children.  Francis  and  Hobberta; 

Lulu  v..  ))ccame  the  wiic  of  Ward  Jacknian,  a  fanner  of  (Irani  township; 
Helen  LJ.  hves  at  liomo.  as  does  I'Vancis  W.  Ueligiou-ly.  Mr.  (ioodwin  i.<  an 
earnest  and  faithful  uK-niher  of  the  Kvanjjclical  church  ai  W  aterloo,  to  which 
he  gives  a  liberal  ^support,  being  interestetl  in  its  variou.^  activities  and  tl(»nig 
what  he  can  to  forward  everj'  worthy  nuivement  under  its  auspices,  (  tenia! 
and  tinassumtng  in  manner,  Mr.  Gooilwin  has  earned  tlie  high  regard  in  which 
he  is  held  in  the  community,  he  and  his  wife  moving  in  the  best  si)cial^icirpte» 
and.  taking  a  broad  view  of  men  and  events,  he  gi\  cs  his  supp<jrt  to  alt  nioy^ 
nients  having  for  their  object  the  advancenient  of  tlie  public  welfare. 

Reverting  to  the  family  Iii>;inn;  nf  Mi%  (irxxlwin,  it  may  l>e  -^taud  tfial 
William  Shaflfer  was  lx)rn  on  Jul\  jd.  rNjj,  lu  W'tstmoreland  coum\.  Tcnn- 
sylvania.  When  a  young  man  be  moved  to  Stark  county.  Ohio,  with  his  par- 
ents. Simon  and  ^largaret  ( KJnnard)  Shaflfer.  and  tliere  followed  his  vocation 
of  wagon-maker,  though  in  later  years  he  liecanie  a  fanner  and  thresher.  On 
August  15.  1850.  William  Shaffer  married  Rebecca  .\.  I'rancis,  who  was  born 
on  December  27,  1833,  in  Madison  county,  Ohio,  where  their  marriage  oc- 
curred. From  Ohio  he  removed  to  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  in  iS^^^  from 
there  to  .Marion  county.  Iowa:  from  there  the  family  came  tn  1)eK:dh  county, 
ulk-rc  Mr.  Shaffer  engagefl  in  farming,  operating  his  mother  >  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Ricliland  township,  and  also  ran  a  threshing  machine  outfit.  His 
death  occurred  on  February  3,  1890,  and  his  wife  died  on  January  jj,  1864. 
at  Centerville,  Iowa.  Just  prior  to  his  own  death  Mr.  Shaffer  moved  into  the 
home  of  his  son.  Oliver  Shaffer,  where  his  death  <Kcurre<l.  He  was  hale  and 
hearty  u[)  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  having  worked  just  prior  to  his  death  in  a 
carriage  f;i<  •  at  Auburn,  and  also  worked  in  a  repair  shop  run  by  his 
cousin.  luliu  >>liatT(  r.  He  vva«  twice  married,  there  l)eing  five  children  l)f)rn 
by  his  union  with  l<el)ecca  i^rancis.  namely:  l.saac  X..  deceased:  Oliver  E.. 
Emma  R.,  Qara  I..  Ida  L.  Of  these,  Qara  I.  married  David  Dilgard.  a  rail- 
road engmeer  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  they  have  two  children,  Mrs.  Olive 
Bateman  and  Mrs.  Flora  Anderson:  Ida  L.  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
I.ebml)eck.  u  railroad  em|)loye  at  Sedan.  Indiana,  and  they  have  two  chiblren. 
Delia  and  Milda.  Oliver  E.  married  Vesta  F.  Hii'=>clnian  Octol>er  j.  1S83. 
and  thev  had  one  child,  .\rthiir  decease*!.  On  I'ehrnaiy  _»'».  r874.  Mr.  Sliaffcr 
married  Mary  Ann  Rohm,  and  to  them  were  born  two  cliildren.  Nettie  and 
J()hn.  hoth  of  whom  are  «leceased. 
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It  is  the  dictate  of  our  nature,  no  less  than  of  enlightened  social  pohcy.  to 
honor  those  whose  li\  t"^  h;i\  e  r()iitril)incd  in  any  way  to  the  go«xl  of  their 
community  and  their  assuciaies;  to  Ix^dt-w  with  aft'ectionate  tears  the  silent 
urn  of  tieparied  worth  and  \  irtiie,  lo  unlmrden  the  fullnesS  oi  ilie  surchargc<l 
heart  in  eulogiuin  upon  deceased  benefoct<»s»  and  to  rehearse  their  noble  deeds 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  come  after  us.  It  has  been  the  commendable 
custom  of  all  ages  and  all  nations.  Hence  the  following  feeble  tribtite  to  one 
of  nature's  noblemen.  In  contemplating  the  many  estimable  qualities  of  the 
late  Chester  Prentice  Hodge,  industry  and  integrity  appear  as  prominent 
characteristics — an  intejjrity  th:tt  no  |)ersonal  or  other  consideration  cmdd 
•swerve,  and  an  industry  that  knew  no  rest  while  anytiiing  remainetl  undone, 
in  the  [iei<i  of  pedagogy  Mr.  Iloilge  stood  in  the  front  rank  among  his  con- 
temporaries,  his  reputation  as  an  able,  successful  and  popular  educator  far 
transcending  the  limits  of  his  home  county.  His  temper  was  calm  and  equa- 
ble and  his  manners  were  emphatically  those  of  the  gentleman, — plain,  sim- 
ple, dignified,— ^tespisinc:  -ham  and  pretense  of  all  kinds.  His  devi»tion  to 
every  duty  was  intense,  while  hi«  perception  of  truth  and  wortli  w  as  ahiiost  in- 
ttiiriNc  In  his  estimate  of  these  he  wn'^  st'lilnm  inistaken.  anci  while  his 
opinions  were  strong,  he  was  always  open  to  conviction,  and  when  satisfied 
that  they  were  erroneous  his  concessions  were  graceful  and  unqualiiie<l.  He 
was  a  man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and  admire,  and  his  loss  was  kcenK 
felt  hy  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  aajuaintances. 

Chester  Prentice  Hodge  w  as  f)om  at  LeRaysville.  Luzerne  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  a  son  of  James  and  Keturah  fRans»)m^  Htxige.  His 
maternal  grandfather.  Saiinn!  Ransom,  was  n  son  of  Samuel  Ransom.  .Sr.. 
who  was  beheaded  at  tin-  liisi^ric  massacre  of  the  Wyoming  valley  during  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  comnmnity  and  a 
successful  farmer,  had  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  and  in  1776 
was  commissioned  €a])tatn  of  a  company,  being  the  second  independent  com- 
pany attached  to  the  Connecticut  tine.  Rev.  James  Hotlge.  paternal  grand- 
father of  the  snbiect  of  this  sketch,  was  a  Methodist  circuit  rider  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  at  the  same  time  dealt  in  groceries  and  liquors,  the  two  stocks 
l»eing  carried  ii  I  'lninnctinn  in  ttm-e  d:i\s  and  consirlercd  a  |)erfectly  proper 
proceedini?.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  now  deceased  and  He  buried  in  the 
cemeterv  at  i -eRaysville.    Chester  P.  Hodge,  who  was  born  December  16, 
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1834,  at  LeRaysville,  Pennsylvania,  prepared  for  college  at  the  Wyoming 
Seminary  at  Kingston,  that  state.  He  then  en^^^ged  in  teaching  school  for 
a  while»  after  which  he  became  a  student  at  Union  College  at  Schenectady* 
New  YOfk,  where  he  stood  high  in  his  classes,  especially  in  mathematics  and 
sciences,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Master  i>f  Arts  in  June.  i8fi '  In 
August  of  the  'snme  venr  Mr.  HodL'e  fnli^tcd  in  the  One  IltuKhed  and  I'lirly- 
first  Rc^iinenl.  reiiii>\ I\ aiiia  \  oliiiiteer  Inlanti'}.  witli  wliith  he  weiil  t<i  the 
front,  and  in  October,  while  near  Poolsville,  Maryland,  with  deneral  Robin- 
son's Iirigade.  having  hecn  appriinterl  assistant  br^ite  quartermaster,  he  was 
seized  with  bilious  colic,  from  which  he  nearly  died.  His  recovery  was  so 
slow  that  late  in  December  of  that  year  he  received  an  honorable  discharge. 
Hi^  mother  had  died  on  Xoveml)cr  21.  1862.  and  his  fntlier  r  i  ii)  Towando. 
Pennsylvania,  to  live  with  hi'?  tlruij^hter,  Pri^cilla  l  ee.  who  had  heconie  the 
wife  of  jnhii  II.  (/nddiiii,'.  at  that  time  -herift  of  riradf«ir('  cmintv.  The 
olhtr  sibler.  Sara  Lucrclia,  went  to  live  witii  her  older  brt>ther,  James  VV.. 
who  had  been  married  eighteen  months  before  and  lived  at  Harrisburg.  Talc- 
ing his  sister  back  with  him.  Mr.  Hodge  opened  the  abandoned  house,  brought 
his  father  to  it.  and  they  formed  the  family  hoitsehold  until  spring.  On  the 
14th  of  April,  1863,  Mr.  Hodge  married  Julia  E..  only  daughter  of  E.  B. 
Mott.  one  of  the  pioneers  and  prominent  citizens  of  DeKalh  county,  Indiana, 
u  lio  Iiad  been  ,?t  that  time  a  resident  of  Attbttni  for  almost  twenty  years.  Mr. 
H(xlge  and  hi-,  wife  S)»etit  a  year  in  l.eRay-\  tile.  l)nt  his  father  died  on  Xo\  em- 
ber 5,  i8(>3,  and  Mr.  an«l  .Mrs.  Mott  were  anxious  to  have  their  children  with 
them  in  Auburn,  especially  as  one  son.  Sheridan,  was  in  the  army,  while  the 
eldest  son,  Egbert  B.  Mott.  Jr.,  and  the  youngest.  John  Grenville.  were  in 
California.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodge  reached  .Auburn.  Indiana,  on  .April  24th. 
just  three  weeks  bfore  the  death  of  Sheridan,  which  occurred  at  Nashville. 
He  had  been  wntmded  in  the  battle  <  '  ''1  ickainattt^n.  TTerc  Mr  Htxlge  en- 
gaged in  the  pedagogical  profession,  and  the  many  hundreds  who,  dtirin<j  a 
period  of  thirty  years  or  mure,  profited  by  liis  in«*tructions.  are  witnesses  to 
the  ability,  energy  and  faithfulness  which  he  brought  to  the  discharge  of  his 
duties.  As  a  teadier  of  mathematics  he  ha<{  few  equals,  and  for  clear,  logical 
and  forcible  reasonii^  it  was  difficult  to  find  his  equal.  .As  a  man,  he  was 
honest,  upright  and  pure,  one  whose  jtK^ient  was  onbia.sed  by  selfish  mo- 
tives. Modest  and  unassuming  himself,  he  disliked  preten.^ion  wherever  he 
found  it.  but  he  was  (juick  to  recognize  intellitjence.  intej^nt>  and  genuine 
pietv  Mr.  H(Klge  was  cf)nverte<l  while  yount^.  uinted  with  the  Meth(xlist 
Episcopal  church  and  remained  a  faithful  member  of  that  denomination  for 
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many  years,  but  circumstances  eventually  persuaded  him  to  join  the  Protes^tant 
Episcopal  church,  to  which  he  became  strongly  attached  and  he  was  confirmed 
in  1874  and  remained  in  that  communion  the  rest  of  his  life.  A  lover  of 
music,  he  possessed  a  splendid  singing  voice  and  during  most  of  his  Hfe  he  was 
a  member  of  choirs,  first  in  the  Methfxlisl  and  later  in  the  Episcc)pal  cliuirhes 
His  health  had  l>een  gradually  failinfj  tlir'uiij1i  many  years  and  for  almost 
three  years  prior  to  his  death,  which  tKciinetl  an  Kovemlier  8.  1R87.  he  had 
I  veil  disabled  from  regular  work.  His  wife.  Eugenia  Motl.  was  Ixjrn  at 
FrederidtstowD,  Ohio,  on  June  3.  1837.  the  tlaughter  of  Egl)ert  Benson  and 
Mary  (Winterbottom)  Mott.  who,  in  1843,  moved  with  their  four  children  to 
Auburn,  Indiana,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Hodge  was  hut  .six  years  old.  Here 
she  was  reared  an<l  passed  her  early  wonianhfMxl  except  two  or  three  years 
spent  in  toinpleting  her  e:lucnti:)n  at  W\  i)miiii;  SenMn;iiy,  Kin<^<tfni.  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  she  gra(hiatef1  in  1S57.  It  \va^  at  t!ii^  '^clmoi  that  she  first  made 
the  acfjuaintance  of  Chester  I'rentac  Hodge,  to  whom  she  was  married  iti 
April,  1863.  She  and  her  husband  lived  .it  various  places  in  northern  In- 
diana, where  he  was  following  his  profession  of  teaching,  hut  eventually 
located  on  the  Mott  farm  north  of  .Auburn,  which  was  their  home  from  that 
time  for  many  years.  Here  her  youngest  child.  Teresa,  died  in  1884.  Her 
eldest  living  son.  EgWrt.  at  attorney  oi  Chicago,  <Ue<l  in  1803.  and  her  mother 
also  died  in  1893  She  •^petit  the  last  few  winters  of  her  lit'e  in  Kirkwo«Kl. 
^ft':^ouri.  with  htr  daujjlitt^r,  Juh'n  M.  Hodge,  a  teacher  there,  her  death  tx-- 
currmg  at  the  latter  place  on  January  8.  uji^.  at  the  nj;e  of  seventy- font 
year*;.  Of  her  nine  children,  she  was  survived  by  her  daughter.  Julia  Mott. 
now  a  Bible  teacher  at  Manila,  Philipiune  Islands,  and  a  son.  Chester  James, 
who  lives  on  the  old  farm  known  a<i  Greenhurst.  in  Union  township.  DeKalh 
county.  She  was  a  woman  of  unusual  gifts  and  rare  virtiu-s.  Iler  friends 
were  many  and  her  life  of  childlike  faith  was  full  of  gracious  ministrations 
to  those  about  her,  !ea\  incr  !>ehind  her  a  host  of  hle^^ed  memorie.''  She  v  as  a 
pfKH  of  exce|>tional  iacilu\  <itf  CNinession  antl  a  gui  01  reaching  ilu-  l-c  irt.  her 
poems  being  admirably  wruu-n  and  possess  rhythm  and  meter.  I  he  .Motl 
&tnily  have  for  many  years  been  prominent  in  American  life,  and  Mrs. 
Hodge  is  related  to  several  well-known  people,  .Ann  Winterbottom  Stevens,  a 
famous  author,  her  aunt:  John  Grenville  Mott.  her  only  Hvhig  b-sither.  of 
Chicago,  a  man  of  affairs,  well  known  in  business  circles  and  rl  rs  of  e<|ual 
prrmiinence.  Sixrifir  mentif>n  t<i  the  Mott  family  is  given  el-t. where  iif  this 
work,  therefore  further  detailed  mention  of  the  fafnily  will  not  be  made  at 
this  point. 
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JOHN  S.  POTTS. 

From  remote  antjquity  agriculture  has  been  considered  an  honorable 
vocation*  and  in  atl  ag«s  men  of  sterling  worth  and  humane  impulses,  as  well 
.  as  those  of  energy  and  thrift,  have  been  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  free,  out-door 
tile  of  the  fann,  besides  nKfnring  ntw  life  and  hope,  has  a  tendency  to  develop 
and  foster  independence  of  min<I  an<l  self-rehance.  characteristic  of  strong, 
virile  manhood,  and  iir;  jrrfater  h1es>in|:j^  can  t>efall  a  hoy  than  tf)  1)C  reared  in 
close  touch  with  natnn-  amid  the  healthful  lalK»rs  of  the  field,  h'roni  this 
fruitful  soil  and  air  spritig  in  a  large  degree  the  moral  hone  and  sinew  of  the 
country,  and  the  majority  of  America's  grcjit  warriors,  wise  statesmen,  re- 
nowned scholars  and  distinguished  men  of  letters,  as  well  as  the  great  captains 
of  industry  and  leaders  in  the  domain  of  thought,  were  bom  and  reared  on 
the  farm,  and  to  this  fact  is  Iai^Iv  due  the  eminence  to  which  they  have  at- 
tained. The  well-known  subject  of  this  review  is  one  of  DeKalb  county's 
representative  ai^riculttirists  and  as  such  has  met  with  deserved  sncce*;s  Ue 
stands  higii  in  the  esteem  of  hi^  fell^jw  men  and  a.-'  ;t  l)rr»-id-niinded.  ])ru- 
grcssivc  citizen,  fully  abreast  with  the  times,  exercises  a  wlHiicscme  niriucnce 
in  the  community,  besides  being  a  factor  of  no  little  weight  in  the  public  affairs 
of  this  township  and  county. 

John  S.  Potts,  of  Fairfield  township,  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  was  bom 
in  I^iwrence  county.  Illinois,  on  January  31,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Wilson  and 
Louisa  (Pitman)  F'otts.  lM)th  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 
Wilson  Potts  went  tf^  Illinois  in  a  very  early  day,  -^eltlins^r  in  l.awrenre  comity, 
where  he  fnllnwerl  farming  and  where  he  hecatne  a  prominent  and  ie--|)ei  te«l 
man  in  the  community.  To  him  atid  his  wife  were  bom  four  children, 
Priscilla,  Ella.  John  S.  and  Anna. 

John  S.  Potts  secured  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  I^wrence 
county,  Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  came  to  DeKalb  county, 
Indiana,  making  bis  home  with  John  Potts.  He  was  rearc<l  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  and  has  fnllnwed  tliis  vocation  ilurini:  all  of  hi^  acti\'e  vears.  in  which 
he  has  liei  n  \  ei  y  ^uece^-fiil  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  l  airtiehl  township,  to  the  cultivation  itf  which  he  is  devoting  himself 
assiduously  and  with  practical  ideas  and  up-to-date  methofb.  He  carries 
on  mixed  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country 
and- also  gives  «>me  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  live  stock.:  which 
he  ha.s  found  to  1)0  a  very  important  and  profitable  adjunct  to  fanning. 

In  1885  Mr.  Potts  was  married  to  Barbara  A.  Ziegler,  the  daughter  of 
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Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Melton)  Ziegler,  who  were  old  and  prominent  families 
in  DeKalb  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pntts  ba\e  Ixcn  b<>rn  tlie  following^ 
children:  Grover  f..  Cora  M..  Be<vsie  E.,  Flossie  M.,  L.ouisa  E.,  John  E., 
Samuel  \\'.,  \'esta  E.  aiul  Charley  V. 

Politically.  Mr.  fV>tt«  has  Ix-en  a  litc-l<jng  siippnrter  of  the  IJeiU' u T;itic 
jjarty.  iji  the  success  of  Avhich  he  has  been  an  iniporlunt  factor,  especially  in 
local  elections,  and  he  is  at  present  a  member  of  tiie  county  coundU  in  which 
position  he  is  rendering  efficient  service  to  the  county.  He  has  succeeded  in 
life  because  lie  possesses  to  a  notable  degree  those  qualities  which  will  insure 
success  in  any  undertakinj;.  persistency  in  action,  a  clearly  defined  purpose  and 
correct  business  methods,  and  l)ecanse  of  these  fpialiticJ  and  hi-  hij^h  personal 
worth  he  has  won  an  en\  ial)le  standing  in  the  community  with  which  he  has 
Iwen  identitied  tor  so  many  years. 


ISAAC  M.  THOMAS. 

It  is  by  no  means  an  easy  task  to  describe  within  the  limits  of  this 
review  a  man  who  has  led  an  active  and  eminentlv  useful  life  and  bv  his  own 
exertions  reached  a  position  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  line  of  industries  with 

which  his  interests  are  allied.  But  biography  finds  justification,  neverthdess, 
in  the  tracing  and  recording  of  such  a  life  history,  as  the  public  claims  a  cer- 
tain interest  in  the  career  of  every  individual  and  the  time  invariably  arrives 
\\bon  it  becomes  advisable  to  tnve  ibe  riijht  publicity.  It  then,  with  a  cer- 
lam  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the  clironicler  essays  tlie  task  of  touching 
briefly  upon  such  a  record  as  has  been  that  of  the  subject  who  now  comes 
under  this  review. 

Isaac  M.  Thomas,  the  well-known  ice  manufacturer  of  Auburn,  is  a 

native  of  Stark  county.  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  October  ifi.  1841. 
The  father.  John  Thomns.  :sl«)  n  native  of  Ohio,  was  a  prominent  niini>-ter 
of  the  United  Brethren  rhurch  lie  came  to  DeKalb  count\.  Indiana,  in  the 
early  days,  settling  on  the  drogg  farm,  which  he  afterward>  soiil.  an<l  bitught 
a  farm  near  Feagle's  Comers.  Richland  township,  and  subsequently  they 
moved  to  Elkhart  county,  this  state,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  also  traveled  as  an  ordained  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
going  to  vari<tus  parts  of  the  state,  and  wn-^  well  and  widely  known  as  a  suc- 
cessful minister  of  the  gospel,  doing  much  effective  and  valued  work  m  this 
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line.  As  a  {armer  he  also  succeeded  well,  exercising  fine  judgment  and  being 

progressive  in  his  ideas.  IT  is  death  occurred  in  1905.  He  married  Mary 
Grim,  who  also  was  a  native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  ami  whose  death  occurred 
in  Jiiiin  Thoina>;  wa«  three  time'j  married,  the  first  union  Ix-inji  to 

Mary  Grim,  by  whom  he  had  three  chilihcii.  John,  who  (hed  while  servinjj;  in 
the  army ;  Joseph,  and  Isaac  M.,  tiie  nnniediate  subject  of  this  review.  Hy 
his  second  marriage,  which  was  to  Julia  Ann  Poules.  who  died  in  1897.  Mr. 
Thomas  became  the  father  of  six  children,  Simon,  David  Henry,  Elizabeth 
(deceased),  Julia  Ann,  Macy  and  Jacob.  Mr.  Thomas  was  married  a  third 
time  where  he  was  residing  in  Kansas,  and  tti  this  union  were  bom  two  chil- 
dren, Benjamin  and  .-\nianda.  botli  of  w  hom  h\  e  in  Kansas. 

Isaac  M.  Tlu>inas  came  to  DeKall)  county  in  i«^55.  when  about  fourteen 
years  of  aj^e,  and  fjave  his  attention  to  farnnns;  pursuits  until  hi.s  marriage  in 
1865,  w  hen  he  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business  at  Auburn.  This  line  of  busi- 
ness engaged  his  attention  daring  the  following  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  period  he  became  the  station  agent  for  the  Fort  Wayne  &  Jackson 
railroad,  now  known  as  the  T^ke  Shore.  He  was  the  first  agcnl  ajjpointed  at 
this  plaMand  held  the  positicm  four  years.  He  then  en.t^aged  in  the  threshing 
business  in  thi-;  town^hi]),  ninnitii^  the  threshing  fintfit  for  twelve  seastms.  and 
also  engagetl  to  snme  extern  in  I'armini;  lie  then  retired  from  the  thresh- 
ing busine.ss  and  again  entered  the  saw-ntiil  LusniesN.  which  engaged  him 
for  about  eight  years.  .\t  the  end  of  that  {jeriod  he  sold  his  saw-mill  interest 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  artilicial  ice  near  .\ubum.  then  known  as 
Anbnrn  Junction.  This  business,  which  is  now  in  its  eighth  year,  has  enjoyed 
a  healthy  and  steady  growth  from  the  beginning,  and  is  tu>w  one  of  the  most 
important  industrial  concerns  in  this  localitv.  Mr.  Thomas  Ims  as  partners  in 
his  enterprise  hi<5  •^^nis.  lohn  C.  an<i  Arthur  I, 

Mr.  ThoiOH.'^  is  an  iiitelligenl  and  u ell-read  man.  having  sii|)pieniented  a 
good  common  school  education  with  two  terms  in  the  iXuburn  high  school, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  two  terms  prior  to  his  mar- 
riage, he  then  taking  a  live  interest  in  local  public  affairis.  and  from  1872  to 
1876  rendered  efficient  service  as  trustee  of  Union  township.  PoliticaUy.  he 
is  an  acti\e  supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party,  l)elieving  the  tem|)erance 
qtiestion  to  be  the  £»reatest  is^ne  now  l)efore  the  \nierican  ]>eo|>le.  Rclifjinnsly. 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Cliurcli  of  Clod  at  .\ui)iirii.  and  is  an  ordained  minister 
in  this  church,  being  also  an  elder  in  the  church,  in  which  he  is  active  and  in- 
flueadal. 

<5*) 
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In  1865  Isaac  M.  Thomas  was  married  to  Sophia  Buss,  the  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Margaret  (Staley)  Buss.  Mr.  Buss  was  born  in  Switzerland, 
and  as  a  young  man  came  to  America,  locating  first  in  Ohio,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter  tratk'.  \\h-i  li  tie  liud  tLarne<l  in  his  nntive  !aiiil  He  mar- 
ried Margaret  Staley  in  Ohin,  and  continued  to  follow  his  vocation  until 
comingf  to  Richland  t  Avn.ihip.  DeKalb  cuiuU).  where  he  engaged  in  the 
erecting  ot  barns.  He  iiere  bought  eighty  acres  of  lanti  on  which  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  also  ran  a  saw-mill.  The  farm  which  he  purchased  has  on  it 
an  old  water  power  saw-mill,  which  he  later  replaced  with  steam  power. 
This  saw-mtlt  is  still  standing  and  is  hi  operation  the  greater  part  of  the 
ttme.    Mr.  Buss  died  in  the  stutimer  <.t  <.n  In-  hmw  farm  in  Kiclilantl 

township.  His  wife.  \v]h>  al^o  was  n  nativ;'  of  .'Switzerland,  came  tn  Amertca 
with  her  father  and  two  l»ri»thers.  whci  liualcd  in  llie  >tatf  oi  nhio,  uIktc  her 
marriage  uv^curred.  She  died  in  1874.  i'o  tins  umon  were  horn  thirteen  chil- 
dren :  Sophia.  Christian,  Samuel :  Henry,  deceased :  Mrs,  Mary  Sherlock, 
who  lives  in  Auburn,  Indiana;  Mrs.  Oara  Lahnum,  who  is  a  widow  and 
lives  with  her  sister,  Mary,  in  Auburn;  Maggtt;  Ida,  deceased;  and  there 
were  live  others  wlio  died  In  infancy  and  >  -nth.  Mr.  Buss  was  an  aetive 
Democrat  in  his  political  afTlialions,  and  took  a  live  interest  in  I'-^cd  aflfairs. 
though  he  never  held  public  ofllce.  'I  n  Mr  and  Mrs.  Thomas  have  l>een 
bom  six  children:  Laura  Mar^ret.  deceased:  John;  Mrs.  \'iola  Ke.ssler,  who 
lives  near  Auburn,  Indiana,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  ,\rtlun-:  Saloma. 
at  home;  and  Vesta,  who  died  in  infancy.  Satoma  has  for  four  years  been 
connected  with  the  office  of  the  ice  plant. 

Mr.  homas  is  a  man  of  kindly  impulses,  and  because  of  the  splendid 
rcl  ns  that  he  has  sustained  with  those  alxiut  him  he  enioys  to  a  marked 
degree  the  lonfiiicnce  and  regard  "f  (lu  rnnnniinii\  T"\ en  t<Mnpered.  scru]ui- 
loiish-  honest  in  ail  his  relatinn^  \ith  hie.  liospttal>le  and  ch.iritable.  his  many 
Isnnlly  deeds  have  been  actuated  ciiiefly  from  his  largeness  of  heart,  rather 
than  from  any  desire  to  gain  the  approval  of  his  fellow  men.  His  record  is 
too  familiar  to  the  readers  of  this  work  to  require  a  ftilsome  encomium  here, 
for  his  life  speaks  for  itself  in  stron|;«r  terms  than  the  biographer  couid  em- 
ploy in  polishe<l  jKriods. 

John  C,  Thomas  was  born  on  January  n).  1869.  at  Auburn,  ami  li\eil 
•with  his  p:irents  until  iSMq.  whvv  lie  n  t  nt  to  Topeka.  Kansjis.  as  o|)eiat<>r  and 
bicanie  mrniager  for  tlic  I'ostai  Telegraph  Company,  which  position  he  held 
sm  cessliilly  for  fifteen  years.  In  1904  he  returned  home  and  immediately  en- 
gaged in  the  saw-mill  business  M*ith  his  brother.  Arthur,  and  his  brother-in- 
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law.  He  later  went  into  business  with  his  father  and  brother  Arthur  in  the 
ke  Tnanufocturing  business,  and  they  are  still  actively  engaged  in  this  enter- 
prise.  At  the  same  time  he  is  continuing  the  saw-mill  -business  with  his 

•  brother  and  brother-in-law,  W.  H.  Kessler.  Mr,  Thomas  is  a  man  of  good 
education,  having  attended  the  common  schools  and  also  learning  the  tele- 
graph profession,  which  he  folhyw  cd,  a--  alMi\'e  stated,  for  manv  years.  enioviiijEj 
the  confidence  of  his  euipluyers  and  holding  high  olVnial  iiosition  with  Ins 
company.  Politically,  he  is  a  Rcpubhcan.  On  May  15,  i^^y4,  John  C  1  homas 
married  Maggie  Aldridge,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sidena  (Innis)  Aldridge, 
and  to  them  have  been  bom  five  children,  Marie,  George,  Ralph,  Mary,  who 
died  in  infaiuy,  and  Matgaret  Grace. 

Arthur  L.  Thomas  was  born  on  November  7,  1872,  at  Auburn,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home  neiirh 
borh(x>d.  His  first  active  business  was  in  connection  with  a  >aw mill,  iu 
which  he  took  a  one  tl.ird  interest  and  later  bought  a  one-thir»i  niteresi  ni 
the  ice  business  whicii  had  been  established  by  his  father,  and  is  slill  actively 
engaged  in  both  enter)>ri9es.  He  is  a  nmn  of  industrious  habits,  good  business 
judgment,  and  because  of  his  upright  character  and  genial  nature  he  enjoys 
^bt  friendship  of  all  who  know  him.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  though 
with  no  political  aspirations.  In  i<>()5  .\rthnr  L.  Thomas  married  Maude 
Mnsscr,  the  dauirbtt  r  d  Jacob  ami  Levina  (Rock)  Mus?er,  and  they  have  two 
chiltlren,  Arm»ld  and  C  harlcs  V. 


ORLAN1X3  ELLIOTT. 

It  is  with  marked  satisfaction  that  the  biographer  a<lverts  to  the  life  of 
one  who  has  attained  success  in  any  vocation  refiuiring  definiteness  of  pur- 
pose and  detemiined  action.  Such  a  life,  whether  it  lie  one  of  calm,  consecu- 
tive endeavor  or  of  sudden  meteoric  accomplishments,  must  ahotmd  in  both 
lesson  and  incentive  and  ]>rovc  a  guifle  to  yi>ung  men  whose  fortunes  and 
destinies  are  still  matters  for  the  future  ti>  detcnniue  Thr  '■nhirr!  at  this 
sketch  is  distinctively  one  of  the  repri-^etitatixe  agncuilurists  ot  DeKalb 
county.  For  a  number  of  years  lie  »lirccted  ins  efforts  toward  the  goal  of 
success  and  iy  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  succeeded  at  last  in  overcom- 
ing the  many  obstacles  by  which  his  pathway  was  beset,  and  is  today  con- 
sidered one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of  the  county. 

Oilando  Elliott  was  horn  on  November  12.  1859,  in  Coshocton  county. 
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Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  .Nathan  and  Jane  (  Ling)  Elliott.  Xathan  Elliott  who 
was  also  bom  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  followed  farming  pursuits  through- 
out his  active  life,  and  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  fi\T  year»  of 
age,  or  in  1^64.  the  family  came  to  DeKnIb  county,  where  the  fattier  liought 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Fairfield  township  'n  iNfi-  and  moved  onto  the  same. 
H'lwfver.  lit-  tlii-  frinn  and  !iinicjlit  om  him(''"(ii  and  twentv  acres  ktiown 
as  the  Barker  tarni.  near  Snniinit.  and  livi-i!  tlien-  nnlil  aiwHit  i8t)8.  when  he 
sold  this  tract  to  Jolni  Conrad  and  moved  to  Jack^-on  ominty.  this  Mate,  w  here 
he  bouglit  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  which  he  moved ;  hut  resided 
there  only  a  few  weeks,  when,  in  tlie  spring  of  igoi.  his  death  »>ccurre<l.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  IlcKalb  county,  the  journey  from  Ohio  liaving 
been  made  by  wagon  to  this  locality,  the  mother  and  children  lomin-i  hy  train 
Jane  f  T.ins;)  Flliott  nas  al«o  Ijfvni  in  (  osh<H  ton  rf)iint\ ,  (Ihio.  and  lu  r  rleath 
ocfurred  <>n  the  I'arker  farm  near  Summit  in  iSSn  She  was  a  hard-uork- 
\Uii  woman,  a  Irne  helpmntc  (f»  her  hnsliand.  and  hei  loss  \va^  keenly  felt  l»y 
hini  and  the  surviving  chii(hen.  They  hccame  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
namdy:  Mary,  deceased;  Orlando,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch: 
Mrs.  Nancy  D.  Rufner:  Emma,  deceased:  Mrs.  Zora  Meek:  John,  deceased; 
James ;  Jesse :  Cora.  decea.sed.  an<l  Jennie,  who  die<l  in  infancy. 

Orlandi  I  lli  .tt  \^  as  reared  under  the  |)arental  ro<jf  and  secnred  a  !;oo<l. 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  home  nei;_;iil)orhoiMl  lie 
wa*;  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  followed  this  v<tcalioti  practically  all 
Ml  ])]<  ac  tive  vears.  At  one  time  he  ow  ned  fortv  acres  of  land  c  ist  of  Suni- 
nnt  which  he  trade<l  for  his  present  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  li^)^.  an<i  ev  ent- 
ually he  bought  twenty  acres  additional  ofiT  of  the  John  Gramling  farm  adjoin- 
ing his  own  tract.  The  latter  purchase  included  a  barn  which  Mr.  Elliott 
moved  to  his  firesent  farm  and  remodeled  it.  Mr.  Elliott  is  progressive  in  his 
agricultural  methocls.  giving  proper  attention  to  e\  erv  detail  of  his  w  ork,  and 
has  maintained  his  farm  at  the  hiqhcst  standard  of  aL,'riou!tin  al  i  \i  t  lli  iire, 
the  huildings  iK^ing  kept  in  gotxl  rep; nr.  the  <f<i]  w  ell-drained  and  tikd.  ami  the 
fences  in  );ood  shape,  so  tiiat  the  w  hole  estate  presents  a  pleasing  as|)ecl  t<»  the 
passer-hy.  The  residence  which  was  on  the  fanu  when  he  1)ought  it  is  a 
large  brick  structure,  well-arranged,  and  |>rovided  with  modern  conveniences, 
and  it  i.s  consi<lered  one  of  the  best  homes  in  that  section  of  the  towashii*. 

On  March  7.  1881.  Orlardf)  l-'lliott  \\as  united  in  marriage  with  Kliza  A 
Ciramling.  daughter  of  John  an<l    Majreline   ( Fretz)   Ciramling.  J<»hn 
Ciramling  was  horn  in  Pcnnsvh  atiirt,  1)nt  ni  hi*;  youth  moved  from  that  <tate 
to  Stark  county.  Ohio,  thence  to  DcKalb  county  by  w  agon  and  canal  boat.  c«»ni- 


Digitized  by  C'ir^nqlc 


DSKALB  COUHTY,  INDIANA. 


iug  here  when  quite  young.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  also 
save  some  attention  to  the  vocation  of  carpentering,  at  which  he  was  an  ex- 
pert.  He  owned  forty  acres  of  hmd  near  Summtt,  to  which  he  gave  intelligent 

direction,  and  was  munbered  among  the  enter])rising  ami  influential  citizens 
of  his  locality.  He  is  now  deceased.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mageline  Fretz,  was  bom  in  Tuscarawas  count}'.  Ohio,  and  came  to  DeKalb 
county  in  1854  wht-n  ahmit  twelve  years  of  age.  She  is  still  living.  To  Mr. 
and  Mr.s.  Elliott  have  been  Uirn  twelve  children,  namely:  Carl,  deceased: 
Mrs.  M$ry  Mageline  Lemmon:  Mrs.  Elsie  Greer,  deceased;  Mrs.  Luln 
Zonker;  John,  deceased:  Walter,  decea^:  Nfrs.  Blanche  Gnnser«  Jesse. 
Jennie,  Mildred.  Clarence  and  Edna. 

Politically,  Mr.  Elliott  is  an  active  supiiorter  of  the  Republican  pavttt, 
and  ha."?  been  pronnnent  in  local  affairs,  bavins:  ever  given  his  support  to 
every  ninveinent  looking  to  the  advancement  nf  tlie  welfare  of  the  com- 
niuniiy  in  general.  Religiously,  he  is  an  earnest  iiicnibcr  <»f  the  Christian 
church,  to  which  he  gives  a  liberal  supijort,  while  in  all  things  relating  to  the 
moral,  social  or  educational  advancetnent  of  the  community,  he  is  an  active 
figure.  Mr.  Elliott  is  descended  from  sterling  old  stock,  his  father  having 
evidenced  patriotism  of  the  highest  order  when  on  Noveml)er  14.  1863.  he  en- 
listed at  Camp  Chase,  in  Cnmpany  A.  Sixty-m'nth  battalion  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  was  connnissioucd  a-^  soconrl  lieutenant.  Februnry  6.  i86.{.  an  I 
served  under  General  nraiit  until  his  imister  out  on  the  13th  of  Septemlx;r. 
i8<i4.  he  having  enlisted  forty -one  days  service. 


ADAM  LEINS. 

In  ocamining  the  life  records  of  self-made  men  it  will  invariably  }>e 
found  that  indefatigable  industry  lias  constituted  the  In^is  of  their  success. 
True,  there  are  other  elements  which  enter  in  and  conser\-e  the  advancement 

of  personal  interests,  perseverance,  discrimination  and  mastering  of  exiwdi- 

ents,  but  the  foundation  (if  a!!  achievement  is  earnest,  persistent  labor.  At 
the  outset  oi  hi-,  career  ihc  subjecl  ni  thi>  re\  :eu  reenonized  this  fact  and  tlid 
not  seek  any  royal  r'.>ad  to  the  goal  of  pru>|Krity  and  independence,  and  the 
result  is  that  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  progressive,  successful  men  of 
DeKalb  oounQr. 

Adam  Leina  was  horn  Oetofaer  19.  1875.  tiie  son  ol  John  G.  and  Rosen? 
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(Miiler)  Leins.  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  subject  first  seeing  the  light  of 
day  in  Noble  county,  Indiana.  John  G.  Leins  arrived  in  America  when  he 

was  a  youny  man  and  after  locatin;(  in  DeKalb  county  endured  the  strnfiirles 
and  hardships  <>f  lioine-nuikint;.  he  finally  being  sucoessfnl  and  earning  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  his  fellownien.  To  the  father  and  his  faithful 
helpmate  were  born  twelve  childrrti :  Mrs.  Roseta  Scluirr  lives  in  Uit  hland 
township;  Mrs.  Mary  Ilovaiier  i.-^  deceased;  Mrs.  Kalhren  Schoup  lives  in 
Richbnd  township:  Geoige  \\  and  Henry  also  live  in  Richland  township: 
William  lives  in  Fairfield:  John  R  lives  in  Richland  township:  Manda  is  de- 
ceased; David  lives  in  Fairfield:  Adam:  two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Tlie  snbject  of  tliis  sl<etch  '^eeured  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  DeKalb  county  and  followed  farminjir  in  his  ynnrii^er  rim  s.  TTc  -served  t"  -> 
term«  rf;  t'^'viTihip  assessor  in  Richland  township,  having  been  elected  to  that 
responsilile  i>ttice  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

On  January  6,  i8y8.  <jccuired  the  maniaj^e  <)I  Mr.  I.eins  lo  .Myrtle  \. 
Rohm,  .she  bcin^  the  datijfhter  of  Simon  and  Lydia  (TreeshI  Rohm,  he  a 
native  of  Knox  cottnty.  Pennsylvania,  and  she  of  Stark  county.  Ohio.  To 
Simon  and  I.ydia  Rohm  were  Ix^rn  fi\e  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leins  have 
been  blessetl  by  the  liirth  of  three  children:  \itdrev  A.,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 2.  1899:  Ralph  A.,  horn  March  1 1.  igo^.  ami  Roy  C,  Iwirn  Septemlier  23, 

Mr.  l.eitis  is  at  presetU  the  ownei  i»f  ci}sdu\  acres  of  l  ui  !,  whicli  lie  has 
brought  t(!  a  high  stale  of  cultivation.  The  place  has  I«cn  improved  by  the 
erection  of  convenient  and  .subFtantial  buildings  and  the  general  appearance 
of  the  farm  indicates  that  an  up-to-date  and  progressive  man  is  at  its  head. 
The  Lutheran  church  recei\e-  the  acti\e  encouragement  and  support  of  the 
subject  and  family.   Politically,  he  is  allied  with  the  Democratic  |iarty. 


ARTHUR  G,  DANIFXS. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  mie  ni  (he  sturdy  spirits  \\  ho  has  ci>utril)med 
laigely  to  the  material  welfare  of  the  community  where  he  resiiles.  being  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  public  spirited  and  progressive 
in  all  that  the  terms  imply.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Daniels  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  DeKalb  cmmty.  and  he  is 
the  owner  of  a  very  desirable  landed  estate  in  Smithfield  township. 
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Arthur  G.  Daniels  was  born  on  the^old  Daniels  farm  in  section  jCt,  Sniith- 
tieUl  township.  DcKalb  county.  Imliana.  on  August  13.  1854.  ami  is  the  son  of 
Reuhen  (i.  and  Susannc  (  Hallabauf^li )  Daniels.  Mr.  Hanifls  was  rtaietl 
under  the  parental  roof  aii<l  ^ecnred  his  education  in  the  district  sclinnls  of  the 
cominnnitv,  ins  xacalinn  lu-rmfh  heinf^f  einplovod  ij)  as«;istint5  !>is  father  in  hi> 
farm  work.  After  his  marriage  in  1875  Mr.  Daniels  farmed  the  home  place 
on  shares  with  his  father,  he  and  his  wife  residing  in  the  old  home,  as  his 
mother  had  died  several  years  prior.  He  continued  farming  on  shares  until 
May  19,  1^187.  when  he  lx>ught  tlie  home  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
from  his  fatlu  r  and  giivc  untiring  devotion  to  its  cnhivation  and  improvement. 
A  few  years  later  he  houc;ht  thirty-eipht  acres  adjoining;  his  farm  on  the  south 
and  is  thus  n.»u  the  owner  of  aho>u  tw  hnndred  .u  tcs  "f  a-'  Iiik-  fannin'j;  I  nd 
as  can  he  found  in  DeKalh  c<mnty.     Mc  is  not  satisfied  nirdioi  n-  :\r^ 

complishments  in  any  line  and  has  not  only  maintained  the  productive  capacity 
of  his  farm  up  to  the  highest  statKlanl,  hut  has  also  given  some  attention  to 
the  aesthetic  Hi<le  of  life,  maintaining  the  home  in  «tuch  a  way  as  to  make  it 
attractive  to  the  pajwer-ljy  and  also  to  Uie  family.  The  larire  anrl  nel? 
arranged  houjsc  is  set  nniidsi  a  chi>u-r  of  fine  -  liad*-  tri-r^.  u  hilr  the  la.^  u  is  well 
kept  an<i  rirnnnientcd  with  -^linthhery.  the  interior  of  ihi-  honse  hein?  char- 
acterized 1)V  Jasiefnl  furnishini;-  an*'  an  air  of  comfort  v\hich  appeal-  to  the 
caller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  tnove  in  the  he.st  social  circles  of  the  cum- 
munity  and  in  their  own  home  the  spirit  of  old-time  hospitality  is  ever  in 
evidence. 

On  September  25,  1879.  Arthur  G.  Daniels  was  married  to  Mary 
Lucinda  I'razer.  whi>  was  horn  in  Wini  nn-  county.  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  lacol)  I-rricI  and  Lydia  (  Spanijler )  I'la/er.  w  ho  are  nientione<l  on  other 
f)ages  in  this  work.  To  Mr.  and  ,Mr<:.  Daniels  ha\e  been  Ikmh  three  rhilrlren, 
namely:  IVarl  is  the  wife  of  Walter  F..  T-'retz,  a  furniture  dealer  and  under- 
taker of  Sidney.  Ohio,  and  they  ha\ e  a  son,  Robert;  Mabel  is  the  wife  i»t  1^- 
Roy  Waterman,  of  Hudson,  Indiana,  where  he  is  cashier  of  the  Hudson  Bank, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons.  Ross  and  Nea) :  Hasel.  who  is  at  home 
with  her  parents,  is  attending  high  school  at  Waterloo  and  will  graduate  in 
the  <i)rin};  of  1914. 

Tn  (lie  civ'u:  life  of  hi«;  commnnitv  'Sir.  natiiel»;  liri<  lorn'  hn-}]  un  ^ii- 
portant  and  intlnential  factor,  being  an  ardent  advocate  of  temperance  prin- 
ciples and  of  public  righteousnes.s.  in  the  mtcrests  of  uhicli  he  has  long  taken 
an  active  part.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Barker  Metliodist 
Episcoi)al  church,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  they  are  interested  and  to  which 
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they  contribute  of  their  means.  Frfttematly,  Mr.  Danids  is  a  nieniber  of 
Lodge  No.  ao5.  Kn^s  of  Pythias,  at  Waterloo,  in  the  work  of  which  he  1$ 

interested.    He  is  a  well  educated,  symmetrically  develo()ed  man  and  keeps 

abreast  of  the  times  in  his  knowledge  of  current  tlKuis^Hit,  and  l>ecause  of  his 
earnest  life,  high  attainn>ents.  well  rtniiulfd  characttr  and  larjje  influence  he 
is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  ot  the  character  of  the  one 
in  hand. 


ANDREW  SCHIFFU. 

DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  is  chanictetized  by  her  full  share  of  enterpris- 
ing and  progressive  fanner!^,  who  have  l}een  the  mainstay  suul  iMckbonc  ot 
the  wooderfiil  4evelof)iiinit  which  has  niarked  this  mctkm  of  the  state  during 
the  past  few  decades,  and  today  among  this  class  stands  Andrew  SchiAli, 
whose  finely  improved  and  cultivated  farm  lies  in  Smithfield  township,  where 
he  en  joys  a  high  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens. 

.Andrew  Sdilflt  \va<  l)orn  (»n  January  jx,.  iS'74.  in  \I>aro.  ricimair  .  \s  Inch 
fonnerly,  h<n^ever,  l»fli mgcl  l<>  I'rance.  and  i>  one  ot  iiiav  children  Imrn  to 
John  and  \  ictuna  (Halini  SclnMli.  Iwth  al.M»  naiues  of  Alsace,  the  father 
bom  in  1857  and  the  mother  in  1844,  the  latter  being  a  daughter  of  (ie<»rge 
Hahn.  John  Schiilti  and  Victoria  Hahn  were  marrieil  in  their  native  country, 
and  in  1881  they  and  their  children  came  to  the  United  State.>i.  at  which  time 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  seven  yetirs  of  age.  \ndrew  well  retrcm 
bers  a  stormy  rlnv  <in  slii]>lx>ard  during  their  voyage  when,  liecause  of  ibr  high 
waves  whuii  htukf  nwr  tlu'  ship,  the  pas^t nf^er-^  wt-w  not  allowed  on  dec'c. 
H(^wever,  he  (iisreganle(i  orders  and  wejit  *hiI  lo  the  cnil  of  the  deck,  where 
be  ran  great  danger  of  being  washed  overboard.  He  was  found  by  a  sailor, 
who  gave  him  a  Hberai  spanking  and  sent  him  to  a  safer  s|K)t.  L'prm  their 
arrival  in  the  United  States,  the  Schiffli  family  came  at  once  to  DeKalb  county, 
where  tlie  father  bought  twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Smith- 
field  township,  aliotft  one-half  mile  south  of  the  county  line,  .\fter  icmaining 
there  four  years  he  sold  that  p\:\vc  ami  l).  iuu,Mn  fi>rt\  acres  of  land  in  section 
I  I,  on  which  only  r(l>out  seven  acre.-  had  l)ci.!i  i.l(.,ircd  and  on  which  was  a  bii^ 
house.  I  he  greater  |j;irt  of  the  land  was  covered  wuh  swamp  water  and 
brush,  and  so  bad  was  the  condition  that  the  cows  mired  in  the  bam  lot.  In 
the  hope  of  improving  the  condition  they  moved  the  house,  log  at  a  time,  to 
a  better  location,  and  gave  their  attention  to  the  ditching  and  draining  of  the 
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•oil.  At  At  htfpnnmg  it  was  necsssary  to  go  througli  water  waist  deep  to  get 
tbe  cows.  Eventually  by  tireless  effort,  coiiditioo.s  were  inipro\  ed.  and  when, 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  the  big  ditch  was  put  through  their  land,  the  soil 

rapiilly  became  more  cultivable,  and  now  the  farm  is  one  of  the  licst  in  the 
ItKHiity,  I'toin  ihe  time  they  came  to  this  land  until  IQOO.  it  took  .ihoiit  all 
the  etforis  of  the  family,  including;  the  help  given  b\-  the  boys  who  wt)rked  in 
the  iihops,  to  pay  ofT  eight  hundred  dollars  owing  on  the  fiurehase  of  the  farai. 
In  iQOO  Mr.  Schifili  built  a  good  bank  bam:  in  1903  a  splendid  house,  and  in 
1903.  a  hog  house.  They  are  now  prospering  and  reaping  the  result  of  their 
former  years  of  rtrenuous  endeavor.  The  farm  is  well  supplied  with  all  the 
implements  necessary  f<:)r  intelligent  labor  rind,  niulcr  the  wise  direction  of 
Mr.  Schiffli.  the  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township.  To  Ii)hn  and  \'ir 
toria  SchifHi  were  borti  nine  chil>lreii.  namely:  Klizabetli.  tlie  wife  of  Jorepli 
Baj)st.  of  (iarrctt:  Matthias,  who  owns  nincty-twi»  and  one-hall  acres  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Smithfield  townshi)>;  Andrew,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch:  Emil.  who  owns  a  farm  north  of  Barker's  diurch:  August,  who  lives 
on  the  home  fami :  Ada.  tlie  wife  of  IjOius  Steinkohl.  of  South  Bend.  Indiana: 
Theresa,  Mary  and  Louise,  who  are  unmarried :  Theresa  at  home :  Mary  and 
T.ouise.  residing:  at  Snntli  Renfl.  and  one  ch'iU\.  n  ti'»y.  who  died  in  .\lsace  in 
early  infancy.  The  father  ot  these  children  died  in  1908,  and  his  widow  is 
still  residing  on  the  home  farm. 

Andrew  SchtfHi  lived  at  home  until  attaining  his  majority,  having  ably 
assisted  his  father  in  the  efforts  to  redaim  the  farm  and  he  secured  what 
education  was  possible  in  the  district  .schools.  After  arriving  at  legal  a^ 
he  started  work  on  his  own  account  in  the  railmad  shops  at  Garrett,  where  he 
retnained  nine  years,  and  then  dnrini,'  the  followinj^  four  years  he  engaged  in 
farm  work  bv  tbe  nvnth.  After  his  inrirria.!^e  in  u;nH  !k-  licixnii  farniinjj:  on 
the  Tavbir  fartn  in  Franlvliii  tou  iiship.  but  two  years  later  moved  to  the  (ieorge 
Shoner  fartn  in  section  13.  Smithheld  t*)wn.^hip.  where  he  is  now  engaged  in 
the  operation  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  acres  of  land.  His  early  farm- 
ing efforts  under  his  father's  direction  were  strenuous  years,  hut  they  well 
qualified  him  for  the  later  duties  of  life,  and  now  he  is  achieving  a  splendid 
success  under  favorable  conditions.  He  keei>s  his  farm  up-to-date  in  all  par 
ticulars,  u«ini^'  none  but  the  l>est  of  farniini;,'  iniiilcincTVts.  keeping  bi^b  i^ra 
live  stock  and  gi\  intj  his  j>ersonal  attciitinn  to  t-\  cry  detail  i*i  the  farm  wmk. 
Steady,  industrious  and  exercising  sound  tli>-crclion  in  his  iaiK*rs.  he  .so  main- 
tains the  fertility  of  the  soil  as  to  realize  abundant  crops,  and  among  his  fel- 
tow  agriculturists  he  is  held  in  esteem  because  of  the  splendid  suoccsi  he  has 
achieved. 
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In  1908  Mr.  Schiffli  married  Katie  Shoudel.  the  daughter  of  Michael 
Shoudel,  and  to  tlu-in  have  been  born  two  children.  Agius  and  Wilfred.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schirili  and  tficir  i  hildtTn  are  nicnilicrs  of  the  St.  Michael  s  c'athoHc 
cliurcb,  ill  tlie  siicces.-.  '<i  wlncii  thcv  are  interested  and  to  which  they  cnn- 
iributc  of  their  means.  Mr.  Schiffli  has  gained  his  success  through  his  own 
efforts,  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  splendid  character  and  is  highly  esteemed  ))y 
all  who  know  him. 


GEORGE  MAY. 

It  is  proper  to  judge  of  the  success  and  the  status  of  a  man's  life  by  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  Ity  hi.^  fellow  citizens.   They  see  him  at  his 

work,  in  his  family  circle,  in  his  church,  at  his  devotions,  hear  his  vii w  -  on 
public  questions,  oljservc  the  outcome  of  his  code  t»f  mora'-,  w  itness  how  he 
Cfinditcts  liim-elf  in  all  the  telalifin-  "f  '-'n-irtv  ,-md  ri\  Mi/atii >ii  and  thti^  he- 
comc  coni|)eicnt  to  judge  of  his  merits  and  dcincius..  .\Uer  a  long  cour.-.t.  of 
years  of  such  daily  observation  it  would  Ik-  out  of  the  question  for  his  neigh 
bors  not  to  know  his  worth,  because,  as  has  httn  said.  '^Action:;  speak  louder 
than  words."  In  this  county  there  is  nothing  heard  concerning  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  but  good  words.  He  has  jxissed  S()  many  years  here  that  his 
worth  is  well  known,  but  it  will  \te  of  interest  to  run  over  the  Imsy  events  of 
his  life  in  tliese  pa.ife>. 

rici^rfx*"  Mav  was  burn  mi  January  5.  iS-a.  in  I'.rir  <-<n!n!\  Ni-w  \  ork. 
aim  a  »  ii  >>\  \  . dentine  anr!  Ma;.4i!aU-iie  (  Knlm  I  Mav.  ll.ith  of  these  par- 
ents were  born  m  Alsace.  1- ranee,  where  X'ak-ntine  '^rvw  u>  maturity  antl  ?penl 
seven  years  in  the  French  army.  Alx>ut  1850  he  came  to  America  with  his 
parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rbinchart  May.  locating  in  I'>ic  county.  Xew  York, 
There,  after  reaching  the  years  of  maturity,  he  married  Magdalene  Kufan» 
the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Christina  Kulin.  and  there  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  l)eing  eii'.;at,'rd  in  fjfrnnntr.  his  death  1  >C(  nrrln','  011  Mm  1. 
100,^.  Hi«:  widow  is  .still  living  and  resides  at  the  old  h  iiiu-  in  l>ic  comuy. 
I)eing  now  eighty-two  years  old.  Mrs.  May's  mother.  Christnia  Kuhn.  «lied 
on  .May  3.  1911.  at  the  remarkable  .age  of  one  hiindre<1  and  three  years. 
Christina,  the  mother  of  Jfrs.  Christina  CSteinmetz)  Kuhn,  lived  to  lie  one 
hundred  and  ten  years  okL  She  died  three  days  after  the  battle  of  Wurth. 
where  the  Prussians  so  decisively-  defeated  the  French,  her  death  being  caused 
by  fright  when  the  house  in  which  she  was  living  was  shot  to  pieces  over  her 
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b)  the  crmnon  lialls  of  the  conlhcting  annies.  She  had  practically  been  free 
of  )lhH-^>  thiiinj^  her  entire  life, 

George  May  remained  at  the  parental  liuinesirjul  m  b.rie  county,  New 
Vbrk,  unltl  twenty-four  years  old.  having  reccivefl  his  eilucatioii  in  the  district 
schools  of  that  locality.  In  young  manhood  he  learned  the  btecksntith's  trade 
and  was  busily  engaged  at  the  forge,  his  early  life  being  characterized  by 
persistent  industry.  In  Feliruarv.  1S77,  he  came  to  Dc[\alli  cnint) ,  Indiana* 
locating,'  in  Smithtidd  tnwnsliip,  ulit-rc  for  a  year  or  two  he  fanned  on  shares. 
In  .\pril  of  the  vinr  i»t  hi>-  arrival  here  he  married  Agnr's  Shonde!,  the  danj,d)- 
ter  of  M;i?ll)iav  ."^h  ii  iltl  aiul  -l^ter  uf  Michael  L.  Slioudel,  whose  sketch  ;ip- 
pear>  in  thi>  work,  ."^he  wa>  hi«rn  in  Chicago  and  ua.s  tjrou|^ht  to  this  locality 
when  about  two  weeks  old,  her  parents  settling  in  Smithfield  township  among 
the  early  pioneers.  Alx>ut  five  years  after  his  marriage  George  May  lx>ught 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  section  14,  Smithfield  township,  md  to  this 
he  lias  since  de\oted  himself  with  the  most  persistent  energj-  and  with  very 
ifratif \  injLj  resnits.  The  land  w  hich  he  nu  ns  is  characterized  hy  j^reat  fertihiv . 
a  finality  which  he  has  maintained  hy  careful  rotation  t>f  rr!if)s  antl  fertilization 
when  ncces.sary  and  he  has  ina<le  many  -^uhstaiitial  and  jK-rmanent  improve- 
ments, havin}^  erected  most  of  the  buildings  and  rebuilt  the  barns.  The  gen- 
eral condition  of  his  farm  l>espeaks  fur  the  ])ropnetor  a  spirit  of  thrift  and 
l>n^css  which  have  w«m  for  him  a  owspiciions  place  amnng  the  county's 
most  enterprising;  ai^ricullMrists. 

Mr,  \\\\\  v<  a  citizen  of  l)roa(l  views  and  of  public  spirit  and  one  who 
takt<  j)ride  m  the  proijo  -  -  f  ]■  r  v  n-'iij)  and  tiie  enhaTicemeiit  nf  the  i»uhlic 
weal.  In  1900  he  wa.s  eicctd  township  assessor  anfl  served  in  Ihic  office 
four  years  and  also  ser\  e<l  one  \i  ;u  as  a  mcm!)ei'  of  the  county  conned,  iiaving 
been  elected  in  i«y<)4.  Inii  resigning  at  the  end  of  one  year's  service.  He  is  the 
solicitor  for  .^^mithfield  towni«liip  for  the  Xftittial  Fire  Insitrance  Company  for 
DeKalb  county  and  also  for  ilie  Mutual  Cyclone  InsuraiMre  Company  of  Indi- 
ana, and  in  this  line  i>  buildinir  up  a  lar^^e  bii^<iness.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat just  as  long  as  his  party  insists  on  putting  wp  good  men  for  otTicc.  hut  is 
indeiK'ndem  when  it  comes  to  the  choice  of  men  for  whom  lie  shall  vote. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  have  been  bom  the  following  children:  Mike, 
who  lives  in  Buflfalo,  New  York,  married  Carrie  Ilousworth,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Marian.  Gertrude  and  Arthnr:  Lena  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Zircher,  who  lives  north  of  Summit  in  Smithfield  township,  and  they  have 
three  children.  Michael.  Christina  and  Maiy;  John,  who  lives  west  of  his 
father,  married  Mary  Dapp,  and  they  have  two  children,  Agnes  and  Esther; 
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Kate  is  at  home  with  her  parents:  is  the  wife  ot  (George  Delucenay.  of 

the  northern  part  of  Sniithficld  tnwn'jhif).  nnd  ha-^  four  chiMrcn.  f'raTires. 
Khiier,  1^  and  Mary;  \lar\-  at  home  with  lu-r  parents.  Mr.  Ma\  and  his 
family  are  active  lucmljers  ol  the  Cathohc  cluiich,  ot  w  hich  he  was  the  young- 
est metiiber  when  it  was  organized  in  this  locality  and  uf  which  he  ha.<<  lieeii 
an  earnest  supporter  and  attendant  siacf.  Mr.  May  and  his  wife  move  in 
the  hest  social  circles  of  the  community  and  are  extremely  popular.  Mrs. 
May  is  a  lady  <if  re6nenient  and  atlture.  her  unassuming  manner.' charming 
l)ersonah*ty  and  excellent  traits  of  character  gaining  for  her  the  friendship  of 
all  who  meet  her.  Mr.  May  i--  an  liniu^t  and  nprijjht  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity  and  nobly  has  he  earned  the  w  holesome  reputation  w  hich  is  his. 


FRANK  WALKKk.  • 

OcKalh  county  is  favored  in  tuiini>ernig  atnotig  its  enterprising  fanners 
and  progressive  men  of  affairs  the  well  knoxvn  ami  highly  esteemed  gentleman 
to  a  brief  review  of  whose  life  and  achievements  we  now  direct  attention,  hiii 
welt  improved  and  x-aiuable  farm  being  one  of  the  attractive  placest  of  Smith- 
field  township,  where  he  has  maintain   '  '  i^  home  for  Miany  years. 

}*"r;mk  Walker  uas  l>om  in  Mari.li,  f^jj.  on  the  well  known  Walker 
farm  ui  Smiihtu  ld  iDwnship.  DeKaib  county.  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  lili 
and  Susan  ( \\  ikler>t)n )  Walker.  Kli  Walker  was  born  in  1H44,  in  Smitli- 
tield  townshij),  this  county,  and  was  the  son  of  John  R.  and  Catherine  i  Kriun- 
rine)  Walker,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  York  county.  Pennsyh-ania. 
and  whose  father  was  a  native  of  England.  Catherine  Krumrine  was  of 
German  descent.  Eli  Walker  was  reared  on  the  !i«)ine  fann.  and  in  tSfyTt 
marric<l  Su.san  W  ilderson.  who  was  horn  in  C  oluuihiana  county.  Ohio,  the 
dan^lMcr  of  Mr  il'n  and  Barbara  (Cmok)  Martin,  she  having  cotnc  tn  I)e- 
Kalli  county  \\m';i  lur  parent*;  in  aliout  1851.  The)  located  in  Smithfield 
township  an  a  farm  adjoHiui!^  the  Walker  place,  .\fter  his  n;arriage  Ivli 
Walker  farmed  on  shares  on  tlie  old  home  farm  for  three  years,  and  in  187-' 
bought  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  a  short  distance  north  of  Waterloo, 
where  he  has  resided  for  over  forty  years.  He  put  in  many  years  of  hartl 
and  strenuous  labor  during  the  pioneer  period  and  when  hut  a  youth  he 
hMilcd  many  load'^  of  w  heat  to  Fort  \\'ayne  w  ith  oxen,  the  trip  reijuiring  three 
days  and  but  few  houses  being  passed  on  the  way.   The  roads  were  only  trails 
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and  were  in  such  a  condition  that  at  two  hills  on  the  journey  he  was  compelled 

to  carry  half  of  the  load  uphill  a  sack  at  a  time.  I  Ic  has  for  many  years  been 
active  in  tiie  Democratic  jartv .  hav  ing  held  various  oftices.  was  supervisor  for 
two  years,  justice  of  the  peace  fnr  fourteen  years,  and  a  meniher  nf  the  lx)ard 
of  coiintv  rouiniishi' iiifr-  for  <  Xt'vm.  To  hin»  riinf  hf<  wuv  wcw  l)'<rT^  •iix 
children,  namely:  -Mary,  tlie  wife  of  William  Hachtel.  lives  one  and  one- 
half  miles  west  of  Eli  Walker,  and  they  have  two  s<mis.  Harry  and  \  crne; 
DcH^,  the  wi<low  of  Douglas  Kelly,  who  was  killed  hy  a  falling  tree  about  ten 
years  ago.  and  left  one  non.  Walker  Kelly,  and  a  daupfhter.  Rnitna:  his 
widow  afterwnrds  married  Clark  C  amiihill  and  livi'S  near  her  father:  the 
daiij^hter.  lunma.  died  from  the  eli'etts  of  scaldinj;  in  I.aura  is  the  wife 

of  Mert  C'ampi>ell.  and  Iim--  three  'p'^rters  <if  ;»  mile  nortli  and  'itn'  mile  west 
of  her  father,  and  the\'  ha\  e  tu<i  -i  Fdn  ard  and  jerr\  ;  (  erainl  ^  the  wife 
of  David  llamman.  and  tliev  liave  iwo  liiiUlren.  Lester  .ind  .\|al)e!:  I'rank 
married  tlora  Gfellers.  and  thev  have  three  soni^.  inovd.  Russell  ami  Cart; 
I^isy  is  the  wife  of  Wid  Childs.  and  they  live  on  the  home  place  with  her 
father,  and  have  a  son.  Ralph.  Rli  Walker  is  a  mem1)er  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  Masonic  or<ler.  while  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  tlie  IVtbian 
Sisters  and  the  Order  nf  flu  Fa^feni  Star 

Frank  Walker  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  where  he  re- 
mained until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  lie  secured  his  preliminary  training 
in  the  district  schools  and  afterwards  attende<l  the  Tri-Statc  Normal  School 
at  Angola.  Indiana.  When  he  was  twentv  -one  years  of  age  he  rented  a  farm 
and  o]ierated  it  on  shares  with  his  father.  The  next  year  he  bought  eighty 
acres  of  his  father's  fann  and  mi  this  he  now  reside-^,  and  to  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  jjives  his  undivided  attention.  rro£;re>isi\e  and  up-to-<late  in  his 
ideas  he  hns  made  many  permanent  and  ^tihstantial  im])rMV(»inenl<  on  the 
place,  wiiich  is  now  ntnnhered  anv)ni;  the  best  fariiK  in  the  C' imnuuiitv.  In 
1900  Mr.  Walker  Iniilt  the  sj)len<lid  residence  in  which  lie  now  resides,  anil 
three  years  later  erected  a  large  and  commodious  bank  barn,  besides  which 
he  has  made  many  other  improvements  which  have  added  to  the  value  and 
attractiveness  of  the  farm.  In  i()o6  htt  bought  eighty  acres  from  W.  H. 
Leas,  adjoining  his  father  ou  the  south,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  si.\t>  acres  lying  in  close  proximity,  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of 
which  is  under  active  cnltivatinn. 

On  January  10,  u)ori.  I  rank  W  alker  was  married  to  Dora  Gfellers.  the 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary  (i fellers,  who  are  mentionetl  elsewhere  in  this 
woHc.  and  to  this  unioti  bave  been  bom  three  children :    Floyd,  bom  De- 


Digitized  by  Google 


3l4  DEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 

cenib«r  12,  1900:  Russell,  bom  August  i8»  1904,  and  Clark,  born  August  lo. 
1908. 

Fraternaliy,  .Mr.  Walker  is  an  active  and  appreciative  member  <»t  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  his  daily  life  endeavors  10  exetnplity  the  sublime 
teachings  of  that  order.  He  )kl»  been  successful  in  liis  financial  alTairs  and 
lives  in  a  honie  which  is  characterized  by  furnishings  of  taste  and  elegance, 
and  among  the  luxuries  which  he  enjoys  is  an  up-to-date  automobile,  this 
being  but  one  the  many  things  which  characterize  him  as  a  man  of  \in>- 
gressive  tetnlencies.  He  has  attained  *^iKces<  througfh  his  own  efforts.  Iiavin<>; 
been  (k'i)en«kin  iirruticall)  upon  his  <n\v  !esonrces  since  attaining  manhorjil. 
ami  ]*ccaii>c  *<!  his  lousiness  success,  ituegrity  of  character  and  genial  dispo- 
sition he  has  won  and  retains  a  htjst  of  warm  jMjr.sonal  inenils  throughout  this 
section  of  the  coiuity. 


EU  WAI.KHR. 

This  \eneral)le  :ind  houuied  piuneer  of  DcKalb  counly  i»  appruaching 
the  psalmist's  s])an  of  three  score  year.s  and  ten.  but  is  still  hale  and  vigorous 
and  finds  a  full  measure  of  amtentment  antl  serenity  as  the  shadows  of  his 
life  begin  to  lengthen  from  the  west.  He  has  made  his  days  count  for  good, 
has  acquired  a  competency  and  is  ^itisfied  in  that  he  has  done  the  best  p<>s>il)le 
and  has  wronijed  no  man  in  thou^^ht.  word  or  deed.  He  has  \hh-v  life  lon^ 
resilient  of  |)id\all»  couiUy  and  has  here  act|uired  a  umI  farm,  reclaiming 
much  of  the  land  himself  ami  being  one  of  the  sterling  old  cuizctis  oi  tiiis 
ItK-ality. 

Eli  Walker  was  born  in  1844  in  Smitbfield  township,  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  and  is  the  •«i>n  of  John  R.  and  Catherine  ( Krumrine)  Walker.  John 
R.  Walker  was  Ixirn  in  York  countv  .  I'ennsyK ania.  in  and  was  there 

reared  aiul  married  to  Catherine  Krnnnine,  who  was  bom  in  Maryhuul  in 
iSio  hi  iS^3  iliey  moved  (o  ( '<>lnm!)iana  coniux.  Ohio.  an<l  lived  there  ^ititd 
their  removal  ti>  DeKalb  county  in  1844.  when  .Mr.  Walker  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  .sixty  acres  ni  land  in  section  35.  SmithfieUl  t'  wn.ship.  Mr.  \\  alker  s 
father.  Nicholas  Walker,  was  a  distiller  and  in  his  youth  he  had  learned  the 
business  and  followed  it  a  number  of  years  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  native  of 
Efigland.  Catherine  Krumrine  was  the  daughter  of  George  Krumrine  and 
wife,  both  of  whom  were  naitves  of  Germany.  When  J(»hn  R.  W  alker  pur- 
chased his  land  in  Smithlield  township  it  was  as  the  Indians  had  left  it.  with 
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no  iniproveiiients  whatever  and  a  very  sniall  patch  of  j^rounrl  cleared.  There 
iic  inacie  Iiis  [)ermaiieiit  home,  cleared  and  cuhivated  the  soil,  and  sjit  iil  the 
remainder  oi  liis  hie.  he  and  liis  wik-  dying  there.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  bfancy,  the  others  being  Mrs.  Sarah 
Vogtman,  Manuel,  Amanda  McEntarfer:  Lydia.  who  died  in  infancy; 
Humphrey,  who  died  in  Iwyhood;  Eli  and  George.  Of  these,  only  Eli, 
George  and  Mrs.  Vogtinan  are  livinj^. 

F^h  Walker  \\a-^  reared  un  the  hcmie  farm,  wliere  he  lived  until  his  mar- 
riage in  1866,  when  for  three  years  he  fanned  on  his  father's  place  on  the 
shares.  Jn  187J  he  honght  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  located  a  short 
distance  north  of  Waterloo,  which  has  l>ccn  his  home  for  more  than  tour 
decades.  He  retains  a  strong  recdlectiou  of  many  of  his  experiences  in  pio- 
neer days,  among  which  is  the  fact  that  when  a  youth  of  but  fovRrteen  or 
fifteen  years  he  hauled  many  loads  of  wheat  to  Fort  Wayne  widi  oxen,  the 
trip  r  |n  fillip'  three  days  and  but  few  houses  passed  on  the  way.  Two  hills 
over  wiiich  he  journeyed  were  so  steep  and  rtigged  that  he  found  it  necessary 
to  carry  half  the  Inad  ujthdl  a  sack  at  a  lime.  In  those  early  days  the  ouly 
roads  were  blazed  trails  and  Mr.  W  alkcr  well  rememhers  the  hrst  train  that 
went  through  on  the  .\irline  railroad.  \fr.  Walker  at  one  lime  owned  three 
eighty-acre  tracts  01  gcxxl  land,  but  he  has  let  his  children  have  all  but  eighty 
acres,  which  he  retains  on  the  home  place. 

In  1866  Eli  Walker  was  married  to  Susan  W'ilders.tu.  who  was  horn  in 
Columhiana  count\.  Ohio,  the  dauijhter  of  Martin  and  lUirhara  (Cronk) 
W'ilder';! )n.  She  came  to  DcKall)  c(Mmty  with  hn  i)arcnts  alxiut  1851.  they 
locating  in  Smithfield  towrishij)  on  a  farm  adiiuiiuiL:  that  of  Mr.  Walker 
There  her  parents  made  their  permanent  home  an«l  there  her  father  died. 
His  widow  and  children  then  spent  five  years  in  Elkhart,  Iwt  at  the  end  of 
that  period  returned  to  DeKalb  county  and  the  mother  resided  in  Grant  town- 
ship until  her  death.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have  lieen  Ijorn  tlie  following 
children:  Mary,  wife  of  William  Bachtel.  and  du  \  1  <  iwo  sons.  Harry 
and  X'erne;  Dora  is  tlie  widow  of  Douglas  Kell\  .  whu  \\a>  killed  hy  a  falling 
limb  ahout  ten  years  n-^'o.  leaving  a  son.  Walker,  mid  a  daughter.  F.mma,  and 
the  w  idmv  afterward^  Necame  the  wife  of  Clark  (.'amphell,  and  she  lives  near 
her  father;  Laura  i>  ilie  wife  of  Bert  Campliell.  of  this  township,  and  they 
have  two  sons,  Edward  and  Jerr>  :  Ceranda  is  the  wife  of  David  Hamman. 
who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  the>'  have  two  children,  Leslie 
and  Mabel*;  Frank,  who-married  Dora  Gtellers,  living  north  of  Mr.  Walker, 
has  three  children,  Floyd.  Russell  and  Carl;  Daisy  is  the  wife  of  WtUiard 
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Childs.  and  liven  on  the  honie  place  with  her  father,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren. Ralph  and  Hazel. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Walker  was  very  active  in  the  support  of  the 
Deniocratir  party  aii'l  held  a  uuniher  of  important  local  ofVices,  inclu<hng  that 
of  snpervisor  for  two  years,  justice  of  tlie  pence  for  fourteen  vea''^  nnd  in  the 
fall  in  H  (>-  was  elected  as  a  inenii»er  of  the  liojinl  of  connty  C' iiiinn^^ioncrs, 
assuming  the  duties  of  his  office  in  January.  190c;.  and  serving  until  January. 
1911.  During  this  term  he  helped  prejiare  the  plans  for  a  new  court  house 
and  a  new  building  at  the  county  farm,  and  so  conducted  official  duties  as 
to  avoid  any  cause  for  criticism.  It  is  noteworthy  that  upon  the  completion 
of  the  new  buildinj,'  at  the  county  fann  it  was  discovered  that  he  and  his*  as- 
sociates had  ' '  i-rult-tt' I  it  nt  n  much  Ic^s  cost  than  the  original  appropriation. 
Fraternally.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  member  of  the  Kiiiyht^  of  I'vthia-^  and  the 
l-'ree  and  \ccei)ted  Masons,  and  he  and  his  wife  i>elong  to  the  I'ythian  Si>ters 
and  the  Order  <.i  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Walker  has  l)een  first  of  all  an  hon- 
nrable  and  upright  citizen  of  noble  aim  and  worthy  pur|H»e.  progressive  in  his 
ideas  and  enter|msing  in  carrying  nttt  his  well-devised  plans.  He  has  liter- 
ally grown  np  with  the  anility  in  which  he  was  Imrn  and  has  witnesse*!  its 
remarkable  grow  th  and  <le\  elo|)nient,  contributing  of  hi>  energies  the  mean- 
while to  lirin?  abiuf  the  high  Ntate  <>f  civilisation  fur  which  DcKalb  cotuity 
is  now  fli-'tiii^nislu-d.  All  moviUK'iU'  having  for  their  objeil  tlic  advance- 
ment of  the  pui>lic  welfare  have  received  his  cordial  ciKlorseuieni.  and  his 
influence  has  ever  been  ^Kitent  for  goo<l  in  ith  community  and  to  those  with 
wh«mi  he  has  had  Iwsiness  or  other  relations.  As  a  neighbor  or  citizen,  as  a 
hnsband  and  father,  he  has  been  all  that  he  should  be  in  these  several  capad- 
lies  and  his  career  may  be  smdied  with  profit  l)y  the  y<mng  ntan  whose  char- 
acter is  yet  to  be  formed  and  life  work  achieved. 


WILLIAM  WOLFE. 

There  is  no  calling,  however  hunil>lc.  in  wliirli  cnitrpnse  and  industry, 
coupled  with  a  well  directed  purpose,  will  mtt  l>e  productive  «>f  some  measure 
of  success  and  in  the  pursuit  of  agricultitre  the  qualities  mentioned  are  tiuile 
essential.  Among  the  well  known  and  highly  respected  farmers  of  OeKflM) 
county  who  have  attained  to  a  definite  degree  of  success  in  their  line  and  wim, 
at  the  same  time,  have  greatly  l)enefited  the  community  in  w  hich  they  live,  it 
the  gentleman  to  a  review  of  whose  chatactAi*  the  reader's  attention  is  now 
directed. 
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William  Wolfe  was  born  on  Februaiy  24,  1866,  on  the  old  Wolfe  home- 
stead in  IVanklin  township,  DcKall)  county.  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  and 

he  received  his  education  in  the  I'lanklin  Center  school.  He  has  never  made 
)n!t  one  move  from  ihv  old  homestea<l  and  that  \\  ris  [<<  \he  plnce  wliere  he  now 
RsiiU'-  His  father  cluil  w lien  the  suhjcct  u;i>  iail  eighteen  vcars  old  and 
thereafter  he  lived  with  his  mother  five  years,  or  until  his  iiiarrtagc  in  1S89, 
and  then  he  and  his  wife  lived  on  the  old  homeMcad  imtil  the  year  1901.  in 
which  year  ^^r.  Wolfe  moved  to  his  present  attractive  place  of  forty  acres  in 
Franklin  tovtnship,  where  he  now  resides.  This  place  when  he  ac<|uired  it 
was  withtjut  improvements  of  any  sort,  the  farm  being  l>adly  nm  dow  n,  but 
by  dint  of  the  most  persistent  cncrtjy.  •-.trennous  efTorl  an<I  sound  judgment 
he  h.xs  improved  the  farm,  increasctj  its  fertility  and  by  proper  attention  to 
its  operation  lia>  «k\clopcd  it  into  one  <>i  the  tfnod  farms  of  the  township  In* 
addition  to  his  own  operations,  he  is  ussociateil  with  his  brotiier.  Samuel,  in 
the  operation  of  a  com  husker  and  wood  saw  and  other  lines  which  are  re- 
quired by  the  farmers  of  the  commimity  and  they  have  been  successful  in 
these  things.  Mr.  Wolfe  has  Iniilt  a  fine  barn,  thirty-two  by  forty-four  feet 
in  dimensions.  ha<  set  out  an  orchard,  erected  many  substjuitial  fences  and  in 
all  things  p(i>sil)le  has  made  hi^  f.n-m  what  i;  ^lii  uld  lie. 

On  I'ehriiary  17,  iSS«).  at  W  aterloo,  Indiana.  .\ir.  Wolfe  was  married  to 
Miimie  (iurtner,  who  was  l)orn  in  Steuhen  counly,  huliana.  on  Aujfust  I, 
1S68.  I<atcr  the  parents  nuned  to  DeKall)  county,  where  she  1)ecame  ac- 
quainted with  her  future  httsband.  To  them  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Bessie  I,«one.  liom  March  12.  tfk}0,  became  the  wife  of  Lee 
Hodge,  and  they  have  one  child :  .M.iry  ifay.  win.  was  hum  jamiary  14. 
married  Flrnce  Lower,  and  they  have  one  child:  Dellie  !\'  .  Ihhii  Seplenilier  7. 
l8f/i,  died,  at  the  afje  of  two  years,  and  Clarence,  horn  .Se]»teml>er      i<;  \V 

}'oIiii(  allv.  Mr.  \\'ol!e  is  a  Democrat.  altiiouL  l'  he  is  not  a  hide  n  mud 
partisan  in  any  sense,  as  in  local  elections  he  generaiiy  voles  for  the  man 
whom  he  deems  best  (|ualified  to  fill  the  ofBce.  irrespective  of  party  lines. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Indqiendent  Ordei*  of  Odd  Fellows  at 
Hamilton,  in  which  lodge  he  has  passed  through  the  chairs  and  he  maintains 
a  live  interest  in  the  workings  of  this  order.  Mr.  Wolfe  is  a  man  of  many 
praiseworthy  traits,  hcing  scrupnionslv  honest  in  all  his  dcalint;;^  with  the 
business  world,  generous  and  ]>leasant,  possessing  rare  fortitude  and  t,'o  h1 
judgment,  advocating  wholesome  |>olitics  and  clean  living  .ind  honests  m 
business,  and  it  is  needless  to  add  that  such  a  man  has  hosts  oi  friends  and 
stands  high  in  the  eslmnaition  of  all  w1m»  know  htm, 
(52) 
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HARRISON  M.  DAN'lELS. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  investigate  tlic  career  of  a  successful  self-made  man. 
Peculiar  honor  attache-;  to  that  individual  who.  he.f^^inning  the  great  stniggle 
of  life  alone  and  uiiaidcd,  i,^radually  overooino  unfavorable  environment,  re- 
moves one  by  one  the  oljstacles  from  the  i>atln\ay  of  success  aiul  l)y  tlie  master 
Stroke  of  his  own  force  and  vitality  succeeds  in  forging  his  way  to  the  front 
and  winning  for  himself  a  competency  and  a  position  of  esteem  and  infhience 
among  his  fellow  men.  Siich  is  the  record  of  the  [)opuIar  citizen  of  Smith* 
field  township  to  a  brief  synopsis  of  whose  life  and  character  the  reader's 
attention  is  herewith  re'^pert fully  invited. 

Uriri  ison  M.  Dameis  \\  -i"<  l>orn  ui  Snuihiield  township.  I  )cKa!h  cotint^ . 
Indiana,  on  March  31.  \X^J.  the  w>n  of  Kculx'n  (j.  Daniels,  who  was  a 
prominent  citizen  and  pioneer  agricnltnrist  of  this  coimt>'.  The  suhject  wa% 
reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  in  1872,  when  twenty  years  of  age,  went  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  spent  a  year  working  at  the  mason's  trade.  He  then  re- 
turned home  and  until  l88i  he  and  his  brother,  \ithur,  were  eii}.,'aged  in  the 
operation  of  eij^hty  :icrv^  of  land  which  they  h  ul  jjtirchased  together  Then 
for  a  year  the  subject  rented  farniiiiij  huul  in  hVanklin  towii>hii).  this  county, 
but  in  .March.  iWi.  he  went  to  Waterloo,  wliere  during;  the  lollowinj;  year 
he  was  variously  engaged,  working  on  the  Lake  Shore  railroati  part  of  the 
time,  giving  some  attention  to  farming  and  also  engat^ing  in  the  buying  of 
timber.  He  then  rented  a  farm  one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Waterloo,  which 
he  operated  a  year  and  then  botight  it,  remainir^  on  the  place  about  three  and 
one-half  yc.nrs  longer.  In  the  fall  of  1892  Mr.  Daniels  bought  the  fanu 
where  he  now  lives,  which  had  been  formerly  owned  bv  Naac  Smith.  Thi< 
fanu  onm]trt~<  -  nnv  hrndre<l  and  twenty  acres  of  hue  land,  in  ad  '.'ti'STi  to 
which  Mr.  l)alJltl"^  h]m>  owns  *-i\t\  .icres  less  than  a  mile  east  ;md  thirty  acres 
north  of  this,  comprising  a  total  acreage  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Fairly 
progressive  and  up-tn-datc  in  his  agriailtural  niethoils,  Mr.  Daniels  has.  by 
indomitable  in<lustr>'.  sturdy  |)erseverance  ami  good  management,  attained  to 
a  large  success  in  his  vocation,  and  the  general  a])pe:irance  of  the  land  as  w  ell 
as  the  attract i\e  residence,  commodions  tiam<;  and  other  detaib  of  his  place 
indicate  bnn  to  lie  a  man  of  good  iiidtni^^"'  ^i^id  excellent  taste. 

On  .Seplciiil>er  _v  '^75-  Danul-  \\a-  uinitil  in  nmrriage  to  Mary 
Fllen  Lower,  the  daughter  of  Jaco)>  and  Margaret  Jane  <  Holmes)  Lower. 
She  was  born  and  reared  on  the  north  edge  of  Grant  township,  where  she  re- 
sided with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  To  this  union  have  been  bom  four 
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children:  Claude  1...  bom  June  8,  1876,  married  Maude  Link,  and  lives  in 
this  township;  tfu)  iiave  one  son.  Glen;  Ethel,  the  wife  of  William  Hartman, 
of  Fairhelt!  townshii).  has  four  sons,  Kenneth.  Raynintvl,  Lester  and  V'crl; 
Dora  is  the  wife  ui  Carl  Dilgard.  of  Smitlitieid  Unvnsliip,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Bernadine;  Ruth  is  the  wife  of  Ross  Hise,  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Daniels'  protracted  residence  in  this  county  has  made  his  name  widely  and 
favorably  known  throughout  this  section.  His  life  and  the  history  of  his 
locality  have  been  pretty  much  the  same  thing.  He  lias  seen  the  community 
grow  from  a  comparatively  insignificant  settlement  into  one  of  the  mo&t 
prosperous  of  the  conimonwea!t!i.  Tic  1ia-  iK'en  om-  of  the  coninnmity's 
huiiihUst  lafx»rers  and  wisest  counsellors;  h\<  lia^  Ix-'cn  a  long  life  of  honor  and 
trust,  and  no  higher  eulogy  can  he  passed  upon  him  than  to  state  the  simple 
truth  that  his  name  has  never  heen  coupled  with  anytiiing  disreputable,  and 
that  there  has  never  been  the  .shadow  of  a  stain  upon  his  re]nitatinn  for 
integrity  and  imflinching  honesty.  He  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him  and 
the  county  of  DeKalb  can  boast  of  no  better  man  or  more  enterprising 
citizen. 


JACOB  LOWER.  JR. 

Smithfield  townshi]),  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  furnished  a  home  for  many 
1\  pioneer  \vh(»  settled  witliin  it-  h  -undaries  with  no  capital  save  the  intelligence 
and  ph\-ical  ahilitit"--  that  were  the  gifts  of  hi-  Maker  and  latvi  aitained  a 
compcicacy  aiul  a  positiiMi  of  inllucnce  ni  the  iocaiily  ni  winch  he  chose  to 
reside  that,  in  after  }ears.  redounded  in  an  enviable  reputation  for  himself  and 
his  ilescendants.  .\mong  these  old  and  honored  pioneers  was  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  thii^  brief  review,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  old  Buckeye  state,  but  who  spent  nearly  a  half  centttry  of  his  life  in 
Indiana. 

Jacob  Lower,  jr..  was  l>orn  in  Cohuuliiana  riuini\.  Ohio,  in  iSit>.  and 
was  a  son  of  Jacob  Lower,  .Sr..  a  native  of  H'lllaiul.  u  ho  married  a  Miss 
Sayner.  He  was  reared  in  Columbiana  county,  there  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  on  Febniaiy  21,  i83<).  was  nmrried  to  Elizal>eth 
Miller.  In  1844  he  and  his  wife  came  to  DeKalb  coimty.  Indiana,  settling 
on  the  Henry  RemfHS  farm  in  Smithfidd  township,  where  he  built  two  log 
houses  and  began  life  in  true  pioneer  style.  The  development  of  a  farm  in 
this  locality  in  that  period  entailed  an  immense  amoimt  of  the  most  strenuous 
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kind  of  labor,  for  the  land  was  densely  covered  with  timber,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  remove  before  any  prepress  could  be  made  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  soiL  Here  Mr.  Lower's  first  wife  died,  leaving  five  children,  namely: 
Mrs.  Melissa  McCurdy.  <>f  P>ucynis,  Ohio:  Alonzo.  oi  Waterloo.  Indiana; 
Mr^.  (  ,'itheriiie  .Schiiii|)f1.  ot  I'leasiiil  Lake;  John,  of  Slieridan.  Michigan, 
and  Albert,  vfi"  flictl  in  infancy.  On  lamn^ry  (>.  iS;^.  Mr.  L()wcr  married 
Mar};an'i  lane  llnluics.  who  was  born  in  at  .\iflin(ir«.-.  near  ritVni.  Oiiio. 

and  came  lo  itidiana  with  her  j»arcm>  in  184J.  when  she  ii\a>  fourteen  years  ut 
age.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  seccm<l  marriage,  minely:  Isadore, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Ellen,  the  wife  of  H.  M.  Daniels,  of  Sniithfield 
township,  who  is  represente<l  elsewhere  in  this  work:  Perry  J.,  who  died  on 
March  3,  igo«;.  at  Alexandria,  Indiana:  Dora,  the  wife  of  IVank  Tuttle,  of 
Stenben  OMUiity.  <lieii  <in  |rini;ary  j^.  i«)t)i  1  Xanrv.  \\li<»  <|ii-d  in  infaiuy.  I  lie 
mother  of  these  children  dird  on  \Mj;u>;t  v^.  f>^'i<».  Mr.  [.nuer  luT-evired 
in  his  cfiforts  to  create  a  Home  m  the  wilderness  \\liere  he  first  located,  and  in 
this  effort  was  eminently  successfnl  and  m  the  conrse  of  time  fonnil  him>elf 
in  |>ossession  of  as  Ane  a  farm  as  could  be  found  in  this  entire  locality.  Steady 
industry  and  rigid  economy  were  prere<|uisitc  to  «nccess.  Init  these  <|ualities  he 
exemplified  in  a  marked  degree  in  his  life.  an<l  he  came  to  he  numliered  among 
the  >ticcessfnl  farmers  and  representative  citizens  of  his  cfMninnnity.  He 
carvetl  for  himself  a  permanent  liMme  in  the  new  cnmtry.  accunndate  1  a  rea- 
sonable fortinie  and  owned  a  splendid  farm,  the  imi)ro\  ement>  mcludimi  a 
larjze  brick  dwelling  jitst  east  of  L  )nonti*\\n  on  the  nonh  edfie  «*f  (dant  town- 
ship, lie  uas  a  kind  neighhor  and  friend,  whoni  all  cmild  trust,  ami  who  was 
ever  rea<ly  to  help  those  in  need  aliout  him,  Cluiet  and  imostentntioiis.  never- 
theless he  ctHild.  always  lie  <le|)entled  upon  in  the  sitpixjrt  <if  every  worthy 
movement  for  the  benefit  or  uplrft  of  the  comiurnity.  A  man  of  stronj; 
domestic  tastes,  he  fouiul  Ins  ijreatest  pleasure  abi-ni  his  own  Hrcside  with  hi:= 
loved  ones  abonl  him.  In  his  yonn|j:er  life  be  v.as  a  strong;  anrl  vij.:f(trons  tnan. 
and  at  om-  tiTne  \valke<l  all  the  \\a\  to  (  "ohimbiana  conniy.  Ohio,  and  reimned. 
aiul  on  reaching  home,  found  that  their  Uahy  liad  died  while  he  was  away, 
but  of  which  fact  he  had  not  teamed  liecau!«e  of  the  sknv  transit  of  the  mails  at 
that  period.  The  demise  of  this  honored  pioneer  occurred  at  his  home  here  on 
January'  5.  1889.  and  his  death  was  universally  considered  a  distinct  losji  to 
the  community  in  which  he  had  lived,  and  which  he  had  honored  by  his  citizen- 
ship. He  was  res|)ected  "a  .'U  classes  and  conditions  of  people.  p<issessing  a 
ixTsiinality  that  won  fnr  Iiiin  many  friends,  and  those  wlir  renit-nilxr  in'm 
now  speak  in  high  terms  of  his  many  fine  (|naliiies  and  his  npri^hi  chanuter. 
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JACOB  J.  FRAZEK. 

A  wMt  soul,  well  as  a  inany-suleil  and  interesting  character,  was  re- 
moved from  the  scenes  of  eartJi  wlien  Jacob  I.  l'>axer  answered  the  sunintons 
that  precedes  the  last  Umg  sleep.  As  he  enjoyed  a  wide  acrjtiaintance  and  n'as 
fenerally  popular,  the  public  at  large  felt  a  sense  of  loss,  and  unusual  liuDor:^, 

for  a  private  citizen,  were  paid  to  his  memory  Rut  only  the  widow,  who  had 
shared  his  home,  and  a  select  coterir  nt  his  intimate  friends  were  able  to  tell 
hou  kind  was  the  iKart  lliat  had  l»eeii  *.ilenced  forever  hy  the  fjrini  "kinjj  <»f 
terrors."  Space  !t)rliid.>  a  full  study  of  his  life  ami  character,  such  as  their 
merits  would  justify,  and  nothing  more  can  be  attempted  in  this  memorial 
than  the  merest  outline  of  a  few  of  the  more  important  features. 

Jacob  I.  Frazer  was  bom  on  August  i8i8«  in  Columbiana  county.  Ohio, 
and  his  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Waterloo.  Indiana,  on  January  19. 
r8<)S.  at  the  a<lvanced  aye  of  seventy-nine  years.  When  he  was  a  lad  of  hut 
iiiiu  years  of  n^f.  his  parents  moved  to  Stark  county.  Ohio,  where  he  was 
reareil  to  maiihoo«i.  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1839 
he  was  married  and  the  fdlowinjf  year  he  entere*!  a  tract  of  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  to  which  he  moved  in  1K41.  and  there  l>eg!m 
the  struggle  of  pioneer  life.  In  tho.«e  early  days  life  on  the  frontier  meant  a 
siicce!4sir)n  of  hardships  and  trials  which  would  Mtterly  discoura^^e  the  average 
fanner  of  the  present  day.  l)ul  se\etity  years  aj^o.  realizing;  the  irolden  oppor- 
tunities that  lav  l»cf>'rc  r!n*in.  the  hold  i»"  >tieers  literally  took  thrir  liv  e-  hn<< 
their  own  hamls  and.  per-ov cn'ns^  atnid  the  dangerous  and  discouraging  cir 
cumstances  in  which  they  were  placed,  carved  out  for  themselves  n(»t  only 
homes.  Intt  forttmes  for  their  de:icendants.  Mr.  Frazer  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful and  lived  in  Williams  comity.  Ohio,  locating  in  Smithheld  tfnvnship  in 
1875  or  1876  just  north  c>f  tlte  John  Campbell  farm.  There  he  remainwl 
about  five  years,  when  he  moved  t*»  \\'aterl(K».  where  he  resifled  up  to  the  time 
of  his  fleath.  lie  was  a  man  of  ^ti-rliuiLr  <pialities  of  character  and  In  his  in- 
domitablf  will,  sturdy  industry  atid  sound  liu^inc--  methods  he  attained  to  a 
fair  competency  as  regard.s  this  world's  jjlmhIs,  his  last  days  iK'infi  free  from 
emliarrassment. 

On  October  14.  1839.  Mr.  Frazer  married  Lydia  Sjiangler.  and  to  their 
union  were  bom  the  following  children:  Elias  S.,  Josiah  B.,  Leander,  Will- 
iam W.,  John  W.,  Harriet  M..  Mary  L.  and  Martha  M-.  the  latter  dying  in 

|{?8_^.  Elias.  who  was  a  soldier  iti  (he  Civil  w.ir.  later  \\vn\  to  Kan<ris  wherr 
he  became  an  undertaker  and  furniture  dealer  and  bis  death  occurred  in  that 
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state.  He  wa^  a  man  of  genial  and  Iio^jutabitr  (|iialilies.  generous  to  his 
friends  ami  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need;  Martha  M. 
became  the  wife  of  Frank  Rempis.  of  Smithfiekl  township,  this  county,  and 
died  on  October  7,  1883,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years ;  Josiah,  I^eander  and 
William  live  in  Kansas :  Harriett  is  the  wife  of  William  Wartenbee  and  lives 
in  South  Dakota :  Mary  1,.  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  G.  Daniels,  of  Sniitlifield 
township.  In  1888  the  tnother  of  these  children  wa«  claimed  by  death,  her 
passing  away  heini;  considered  a  distinct  lo-s  (<•  the  coinnumity  in  ^vhicl^  she 
had  lived.  She  was  an  earnest,  faitliful  meniher  of  the  Refoimc*!  church, 
which  she  ami  her  hiisl  and  had  joined  in  t84i  and  of  which  they  were 
faithfnl  memliers  throughout  their  lives.  After  several  years  of  loneliness. 
Mr.  Frazer  married  Margaret  Smith,  who  $ur\>ives  him  and  is  living  at 
Waterloo.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  I'razcr  was  successful  and  industrious  and  at 
all  times  enjoyed  the  respert  of  ]ns  fellow  airriailturists.  He  w  as  also  a  suc- 
cessful veierinarv  snrcrcrtn.  Hi-  life  was  a  Inisy  one  filied  with  action  and 
(he  w  orld  w  a-^  I  n  iter  for  his  !iaviu!f  h\  ed.  As  n  riti/oi  n  »ne  oi  t  iM>ieil  a  ;nore 
conspicuous  place  in  the  conhdence  of  the  puMic  and  as  a  nei{Thl)(»r  he  was 
long  loved  and  hmioml  by  the  pe<  >ple  of  his  l<x*ality. 


RKLBEN  GRANT  DANIKLS. 

Change  is  constant  and  general,  generations  rise  and  pass  unmarked 
away,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  ix)stcrity.  as  well  as  a  present  stratification,  to 

jdacu  n])on  the  printed  p :  f^e  a  true  record  of  tin'  lives  ,t\  those  wlu)  ha\e  pre- 
ceded us  oil  the  stage  of  action  and  left  to  their  descenrlauts  the  uieuiory  of 
their  sirugj^les  and  achH'\  enuiits.  The  years  of  the  honorc<I  <;nhject  of  this 
nienwiir  were  a  |>art  «jf  the  imlissohihle  chain  which  links  liie  annals  of  the 
past  to  those  of  the  latter-ikiy  prn^Me^s  and  prosperity,  and  the  historj-  of 
DeKalb  county  would  not  he  complete  without  due  reference  to  the  long  life 
Mr.  Daniels  lived  and  the  success  which  he  achievetl  as  an  earnest,  courageous 
laborer  in  one  of  the  in.  Kt  impnviant  fields  of  human  endeavor.  Mr.  Daniels 
was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  distinction,  from  the  following^  fact*?:  He 
lived  to  a  remarkable  age.  Ixiiifj;  pa^-t  iiiiictv -five  year>  oi  a^e  at  tlu-  time  of 
his  death:  he  was  the  secmd  permanent  settler  in  Smithfield  township.  Isaac 
B.  Smith,  after  whom  the  township  was  named,  heing  the  first:  and  in  the 
eariy  life  of  the  community  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  work  of  improve- 
ment and  progress. 


DKKAUt  OOUNTY,  IKUAKA,  B2$ 

Reuben  Grant  Daniels  was  a  Yankee  by  nativity,  ha\  ing  been  burn  in 
Vermont  on  April  lo,  1813,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Mar>'  Daniels.  At 
the  age  of  eight  years  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Orleans,  near  Xiaffara, 
New  York,  where  he  reinaine<l  until  twenty  years  oi  age,  when  he  niu\  c(l  to 
J-cnawee  county.  Michigan.  There,  two  years  later,  he  married  Het.sey  l\an- 
dolph  ("aiiiburn.  ot  Tecuniseh,  Micbiiran  In  iH,^"  Mr.  Daniels  cafiic  tn  1  )e- 
Kallj  county,  Indiana,  with  the  intcjiiiou  01  enlcriuf;  a  tract  <>f  -  »\triiuient 
land.  I'or  this  purp«jsc  he  nia<ic  several  trips  to  I  t.  \\  aync.  lu  each  iuiilauce 
finding  that  the  site  sdected  by  him  had  already  lieen  entered.  After  many 
trying  experiences,  he  finally  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Smithfield  township.  He  was  accomiianied  here  by  his  brother-in-law,  Ira 
Cambum,  who  also  entered  land,  and  toirether  iIk  n  built  a  primitive  log  cabin, 
"doorless,  without  upper  floor  anil  witlnuit  danhinir  "  They  uerc  n<it  detn'ed 
plenty  ot  fresh  air,  tor  the  wind  Irid  ivw  c  in-nl,'iti<m  in  .ill  directions  thmngh 
the  cabin.  To  this  frontier  home  Mr.  IJaniels  brought  his  family  on  January 
28,  1838.  Th^-  brought  with  them  two  cows  and  two  calves,  and  .\fr.  Daniels 
carried  the  calves,  turn  atiout,  most  of  the  way  from  Michigan.  He  was  a 
strong,  robust  man,  well  fitted  by  nature  for  the  rugged  life  in  the  wilderness 
to  which  he  now  devoted  himself.  Conditions  were  far  from  pleasant  and 
discomfort  was  the  rule.  It  i>:  relale<l  that  at  one  time  Mrs.  Daniels  found  a 
deadly  uni-H.nii'a  -nake  in  her  bed.  The  seioiirl  1  l.ild  born  in  Smithfiebl  town- 
ship ua-  iIr'm  'laut;hter  LiiciTula,  who  siii>st'i,|iKiilly  bi-came  a  succes>ful 
teacher  in  tiie  public  schools  of  the  county.  In  iSjjy,  ilie  year  foUowmg  the 
settlement  of  the  family  here,  Mr.  Daniels  and  Isaac  Smith  built  the  first 
school  house  here,  a  h>g  structure  which  stood  on  a  comer  of  Mr.  Danids' 
land.  Mr.  Danids  sowed  the  first  wheat  in  the  township,  and  at  the  first  elec- 
tion in  the  township,  in  1839,  when  only  five  votes  were  cast.  Mr.  l>auiels 
was  electefl  justice  ni  the  |>eacc,  over  a  hri^e  territory.  His  first  nfRrial  act 
was  tomarr\  a  rrni]>Ie  at  Stnrv  1  ake,  in  Fairrteld  township,  whither  he  w  ent  <ni 
foot.  Ill-  \v  lo  receive  ah  hi>  fee  a  wild  hog.  but.  as  he  was  unable  to  catch 
the  hog.  he  returned  home  without  his  fee.  Mr.  Daniels  was  the  first  post- 
master of  Uniontown,  which  is  now  the  fintt  ward  of  the  town  of  Waterloo, 
the  office  being  at  first  located  at  his  farm  home.  At  one  time  the  office  was 
robbed  of  twenty-five  cents  and  Mr,  Daniels  promptly  gave  chase  to  the 
culprit  and  compelled  him  to  refund  the  money.  lie  was  als«»  the  leader  of 
the  band  of  Regulator*,  who  were  orijani/ed  tn  oppo«c  the  lawless  gang  of 
horsf  th!e\'e-;.  counterfeiter*  and  .itluT  criminals  who  at  that  time  infested 
this  locality  and  made  life  anything  but  comfortable  for  the  better  element. 


Digitized  by  Google 


S24  DEK.M.B  COUNTV.  INDIANA. 

Many  secret  meetings  were  held  l>y  the  Regulators,  inany  nitdnight  rides  taken 
in  pursuit  of  the  thieves,  ami  at  (me  tmie  they  found  a  wash  bailer  fttll  of 
■counterfeit  money  which  had  Ijcen  buried  in  a  swamp.    On  Octol)ev  10.  iW>5. 

Mr  I~>.niids  ua-^  elected  cminty  coinmi'ssioner  aii<l  it  was  <Itirin<»  hi<  iiHiiil»er- 
•ship  du  iliat  iHjani  that  the  conmy  tita^iiry  uns  hiin^'lriri/ed  lie  In-ld  the 
ottice  during  tliree  years,  ut  a  pemxl  when  tlieie  was  nnuli  iiiipuitant  work  ]»c- 
forc  Uie  commissioners.  After  his  removal  to  W  aterloo.  L  nit»ii  township 
having  beoi  divided,  he  was  elected  the  first  justice  of  the  (leace  for  <  irant 
township  and  held  the  office  a  nnmlier  of  year>(  with  credit  to  himself  ami  the 
s;iti-t'a(  t:i  11  .if  his  felhnv  citizens.  To  Mr.  IJaniels  also  helonjjed  tiie  distinc- 
tion ot  ijerlmminj,'  the  tir-^l  niarriai^e  ceremony  in  Sniithrtehl  lounslnj).  the 
contractin<>  parties  being  .Norton  DIake  ami  llulda  Holmes,  who  were  imiled 
in  1839. 

To  Kcnlx;n  and  Belsvy  Uaniel.s  were  liorn  seven  chiUhcn.  as  lulhuxs: 
Geoi^e.  who  was  killed  in  the  l»ttle  of  Chickamauga ;  James  lived  in  Michigan 
until  reaching  maturity,  then  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in  liusi- 
ne»s  as  a  can^nter  and  contractor,  and  at  his  death,  hi  191 3.  Ive  was  the  ow  ncr 
of  eight  hundred  acres  of  land:  Mrs.  Lucinda  Daniels,  oi'  Minneapolis,  who 
uas  a  te.'icher  for  many  years  in  I  )eKall)  countv  :  Sahnia  died  in  younij  wont  ni- 
hood :  fnlia.  the  widow  of  Mirani  .Mcl^ntarfer.  lives  in  W  aterloo  with  her 
daiii^hter.  Mrs.  h",d  Munser;  Ancie  i«^  the  w  ife  of  ( )rlanflo  Smith,  of  j  '.iir- 
"niunnt,  Minncsula;  Syhiu  is  the  wife  of  Albert  McDonald,  of  (.osheii.  Indi- 
ana. The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  Ma\  J5.  i<s,so.  and  on  March  jo, 
1851,  Mr.  Daniels  was  married  to  Mrs.  Susan  (Holobaugh)  Sayner.  «Shc 
was  liorn  in  Stark  county.  Ohio,  where  she  was  reared  and  where  she  nur- 
ried  George  Sayner.  with  whom  she  came  to  DeKalh  county.  He  houijht  a 
farm  in  what  is  now  (irant  township  and  lived  there  until  his  death  They 
hpra?iK'  the  paretit^.  of  three  children,  of  whom  two  «lii'd  in  childhood,  anil 
one  i<  livni^,  .Mrs.  I'"rancc>  Ucanl.  of  .\shley.  To  Keuiien  and  Susan  Daniel.^ 
four  children  were  twirn.  namely:  Harrisim  M..  wh<»  lives  on  the  farm  ori{>iit- 
alty  entered  by  Isaac  R.  Smith,  in  section  23.  Sniithfiekl  township;  .\rthur 
who  resides  on  the  old  Daniels  homestead ;  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  John  J.  Baxter, 
of  Waterloo:  Nellie.  decease<l.  wa>  three  times  married,  first  to  Ira  Shock, 
later  to  William  M(  I  lench.  and  lastly  to  Mr.  (■res<,\ ,  who  survived  her.  Mrs 
Susan  DnnicN  du-d  Mil  OctolH-r  T 5.  1K76.  and  .Mr.  Daniel*  remained  on  tlie 
old  farm  in  Smithtitld  township  until  188^.  when  he  moved  to  W'atcrhxi. 
where  his  death  occurred  on  June  6,  1908.  in  the  nniely-si.xth  year  of  his  age. 

Religiously.  Mr.  Daniels  was  an  active  worker  in  the  l'nite<t  Itrethrm 
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church  for  niany  years,  but  iate  in  luc  lie  l)ecaiiic  a  believer  in  spiriliiahsui. 
He  was  of  a  peculiarly  even  teiiiiierRinent.  always  kindly  and  considerate  in 
his  relations  with  others,  and  the  relations  between  himself  and  the  members 
of  his  family  were  very  afltcctionate.  He  was  a  inan  of  inarkeil  domestic 
tastes*  his  most  enjoyable  hours  being  spent  about  his  own  Breside  in  tlie  cuni- 
panion«hi|>  of  lits  family,  [(t-^  life  was  a  lon|(  antl  '>i>;c»'ul  one  (o  the  bij^'best 
def^ree.  and  no  niai!  vwr  \\\vx\  in  his  locriHty  \vb<i  iw  a  ^'leater  def^ree  enT"\e(l 
the  i(l)Solule  contidence  and  rej^ard  of  the  people  t',ciK!ally.  In  all  that  eoti- 
stituted  true  manhoixl  and  ginxl  citizenship  he  was  a  w«>rtby  example,  his 
career  being  characterizetl  by  duty  v\  ell  performed.  1j>'  faithfulness  tu  every 
trust  reposed  in  him,  and  by  industry,  thrift  and  wisely  directed  elTorts. 


VERNE  ELSWORTH  HARDING. 

That  the  ^enitude  of  satiety  is  seldom  attained  in  the  affairs  of  life  is  to 
be  considered  a  most  beneficial  deprivation,  for  w  here  ambition  is  satisfied  and 
every  ultimate  end  reab^etl.  if  --ttch  l)e  ])ossible.  apathy  nmsl  foI!f>'.'.  I'lYort 
would  cease,  acconipli^lnnenl  be  prostrate,  and  creative  talent  wa>te  Us  ener- 
gies in  uiactiviiy.  I  he  men  who  ha\e  pusheil  forwarti  the  wheels  »jf  progress 
»  have  been  those  to  whom  satisfaction  lies  ever  in  the  future,  who  have 
labored  continuously,  always  findinj;  in  each  transition  stage  an  incentive  for 
further  effort.  Mr  Har<ling  is  one  whose  well  clirectcd  efforts  have  gaine<l 
for  him  a  position  of  desirable  prominence  in  the  agricultural  circles  of  De- 
Kalb  county,  an<l  his  energy  and  enterprise  have  l>een  crowned  by  a  gratifying 
degree  of  success. 

Verne  I-l-\M>tth  Hardiiu'  i-  a  npresentative  of  one  of  the  old  iiirmeer 
families  of  DeKalii  nmnly.  Ins  grandfather.  Dimick  Harding,  havm;;  been 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Richland  township.  He  was  bom  September  t2. 
1803.  in  New  \'ork.  came  to  I^Grange  county.  Indiana,  in  1832.  settling  near 
Lima,  now  Howe,  moving  from  there  to  llichland  township,  DeKatb  county, 
in  t84i.  settling  on  the  tract  of  land  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  and  it  is  a  noteworthy  tract.  The  farm  lia<  been  owned  and 
occupied  bv  the  Harding  family  Cfintinuously  for  se\riit\  t\\i>  vrars.  Dimick 
Harding  was  marrieil  to  Sarah  i'lke  in  LaCirange  county,  indtaiia.  in  1826, 
and  to  this  union  were  born  the  following  children:  Levi.  Samaotha.  Sabra, 
William  Wrily.  Solrmion.  Elmira.  and  .\ll:ert.  all  deceaseil.  Of  these  children. 
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Solomon  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  married  Sarah 
William,  Wrily  Solomon,  Elmira  and'  Albert,  all  deceased.  Of  these  children. 
Maty  J.,  Martha  £.,  Frank  M.,  Delbert  H.,  Verne  Elsworth,  Rosa  Evelyn. 
Dennis  R  and  Pearl  D.,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  excepting  Verne  and 
Dennis. 

Verne  E  Harding  was  born  on  the  old  lK>nie>ten<l  in  Ricliland  town- 
shij),  thi?  CKUiity.  on  July  24,  1865.  lie  was  rcareil  nmlt'r  the  parental  roof, 
securing  a  g^nul  ctiucation  in  the  public  schools,  and  has  always  given  tiiought- 
ful  and  intelligent  direction  to  the  vocation  of  farming,  to  which  he  was 
reared,  and  he  has  achieved  a  most  eminent  success  in  this  point.  The  day  is 
past  and  gone  when  the  farmer  is  looked  down  upon  by  other  professions,  for 
the  progressive  aixl  up-to-date  fanner  of  today  has  asserted  hi-  place  among 
the  leading  producers  of  work,  and  among  the  most  seniceabic  if  vocations. 
Mr.  Harding  ha>  made  a  close  and  critical  study  of  agricultural  incrms  and 
n)eili'Ml<.  which  he  hiis  in  man\  ways  <leuionstrated  by  his  own  experience  as 
an  agi  Kuliuralisi,  and  he  has  for  many  years  been  nunilxTcd  among  the  i)ro- 
gressive  and  influential  farmers  of  DeKalb  county.  He  has  been  officially 
connected  with  the  farmers'  institutes  of  both  the  township  and  county  at 
large,  and  has  made  many  instructive  and  effectual  addresses  to  the  farmers 
of  his  county.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  licen  a  solicitor  for  the  HeKalb 
Mutual  hire  Insurance  C(«inpany.  and  in  many  ways  has  demou'^tratcd  busi- 
ne<<  al)ilit\  ^{  a  hiqh  '■rdcr.  He  own<  one  btunirrd  nnrl  twenty  acres  of 
hi-hK  improved  land  in  Uichland  townshi().  to  which  he  gives  his  attention, 
and  here  he  has  achieved  a  noteworthy  success.  He  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing, raising  all  of  the  crops  common  to  this  locality,  and  also  gives  a  proper 
share  of  attention  to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  one  of  the  most  important 
auxiliaries  of  successful  farming.  I*nlittcal!y.  Mr.  Harding  is  an  earnest 
Republican,  while,  fraternally,  lu  i<  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pylhias.  belonging  to  the  subordinate  lod'^^p  at  rornnna. 

On  Decemljer  ."5.  iS8<).  \'erne  I".  Mardifi^,-^  ua^  iiniitd  m  uiarriage  to 
Belle  Cox,  and  to  this  union  were  Ujrn  three  children:  I"orest  C,  Mary 
Myrth  (deceaseds  and  Anniae  Lttella.  The  son,  Forest  C.  Harding,  was 
married  on  Decenilier  25.  1911.  to  Mary  J.  Boren,  and  they  have  one  son. 
Dale  Clifford,  bom  AJarch  22.  it)  13.  In  all  the  elements  that  go  to  make 
upright  and  correct  citizenship.  Mr.  Hanling  stands  forenuwt.  and  by  his 
earnest  supi)orl  of  all  worthv  improvements,  his  own  bu-iness  success  and 
upright  character,  he  ha?  earned  and  retained  to  a  marked  dcLjree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  his  cntir  elife  has  been  spent 
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DAVID  R,  KOSHT. 

Wlutlur  ihe  elements  oi  success  in  lii'e  are  innate  atininites  ui  tlie 
individual  ur  whether  they  are  (|uickene(l  by  a  pructs.s  ul  circiini.^iantial  de- 
vdoiHnentf  it  is  impossible  to  clearly  determine.  Yet  the  study  of  a  successful 
life,  whatever  the  field  of  endeavor,  is  none  the  less  interesting  and  profitable 
by  reason  of  existence  of  this  same  uncertainty.  So  much  in  excess  of  those 
of  successes  are  the  records  of  faihues  or  seini-faihires.  lhal  one  is  conr 
strained  to  analysis  in  either  case  and  to  delennine  th>.-  nteasure  of  causation 
in  an  approximate  way.  But  in  stutlyinp;  the  life  hist(jry  of  the  well  known 
resiilt'jit  and  popular  citizen  of  Si.  joe.  nhovf  nriinr  f  >nM-  the  caption  nf  this 
article,  we  hnd  many  qualities  in  liis  niakc-up  ihat  al\va)>  gam  delinue  .success 
in  any  career  if  properly  directed,  as  his  has  evidently  been»  which  has 
resulted  in  a  life  of  good  to  others  as  well  as  in  a  comfortable  competence  to 
himself. 

David  R.  Kosht.  who  is  success  fully  engaged  in  the  milling  business  at 
St.  Tf>e,  \va?  horn  in  Union  township.  DeKalh  county.  Indiana,  on  the  J-th  day 
of  April,  1885.  and  is  the  son  of  Simon  T*.  and  F.li2al)Cth  (  Krahill)  Kosht. 
Simon  P.  Ko<;ht  was  horn  in  Ashlantl  county.  Ohio,  on  Aii-nsi  24.  tS^K.  the 
son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Lash)  Kosht.  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Daniel  Kosht  came  to  DeKalb  county  in  1866. 
settling  in  Union  township,  where  he  followed  farming  all  his  life.  Among 
his  children  was  Simon  Peter,  who  received  his  education  in  the  common 
sdtools  and  then  todc  up  farming,  which  vocation  he  has  actively  followed 
since  Ho  is  the  ow^ner  of  seventy-four  acres  of  land  and  has  been  successful 
in  his  inatcrial  afTairs.  To  him  rmd  his  wife  were  Imrn  two  rhildrcii  :  |la\  id 
R.,  the  immediate  subject  of  tlii.s  sketch,  and  Annie  May.  \vhr»  l»ecanie  the  wife 
of  Pathron  Hindenian,  of  Concord  township,  this  county.  Politically.  Simon 
P.  Kosht  is  a  Democrat,  fraternally,  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  in  his  rdigious 
belief  he  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 

David  R-  Kosht  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Wil- 
mington township,  this  county,  and  was  rcare<l  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  which 
upon  attaining;  mature  vears  he  followed  for  ahout  si.x  years  in  Wilmintjton 
and  Concord  townships.  In  January.  1Q12.  Mr.  Kosht  engai^cd  in  tlu-  milling" 
business  at  St.  Joe,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged  and  in  which  he  has  met  with 
a  well  deserved  suci^ss.  His  mill  is  well  equipped  for  general  cmtotn  work 
and  Mr.  Kosht  gives  his  ondivided  attention  to  his  business  interests,  prompt- 
ness and  good  work  being  his  watchword. 
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On  November  11,  1905.  Mr.  Kosht  married  Duna  F.  Engle.  the  dauf^hter 
of  Martin  D.  and  Harriet  (Howey)  Engle.  who  were  early  settlers  of  DeKalh 
county  and  successful  farmers.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kosht  have  been  Ixim  two 
children.  Margaret  ami  Ph\  !lis.  both  of  wlioni  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Pohtirnlfy.  |  )a\  i<l  R.  K.kIh  lia-  Uiiii  a  lifi-  I'in<r  supporter  of  tlie  Demo- 
cratic parl  \ .  actively  interested  in  its  succe-s  and  he  per  forms  to  the  extent  of 
his  ai)ility  his  duties  as  a  citizen  of  the  community.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  niem- 
ber  of  the  Inde])enclent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  his  religious  adherence 
is  with  the  Christian  church  at  St.  Joe.  Personalty,  he  is  affable  and  popular 
with  the  people  of  his  locality  and  ready  at  all  times  to  encourage  and  aid  all 
laudable  measures  and  enterprises  for  the  getieral  tjood.  By  a  life  consistent 
in  motive  and  Iwcaiwe  of  his  many  line  rpialities  he  has  earned  the  sincere 
rey^ard  of  all  \vho  ktviv.  him  and  h'^  ^ncic'^'^  in  !ii>;  rhn^e^  field  of  endeavor 
liisiieaks  for  liiiu  c«»tiiniiKil  i>i \  anrc  iiienl  and  the  highe.st  sphere  of  usefulness 
in  the  business  vvorld  in  the  tutnre. 


PERRY  U.  DKI'KW. 

To  a  great  extent  the  pro>perit\  of  the  agricultural  Elections  of  our 
country  is  due  to  the  honest  industry,  the  sturdy  persistence,  the  unswerving 

perseverance  and  the  wise  economy  which  so  prominently  cluiracterize  the 
fanning  element  of  the  Hoosier  state.  .Amrmjj  this  class  may  be  mentionrd 
the  subject  of  this  life  record,  who.  l)y  reason  of  vcar^  of  imlefatigable  labor 
and  h<tnest  etTort.  ba^  n'>t  i>u\\  aopiired  a  well  niei  itcd  material  pio-.p^^'i  iiy. 
but  has  also  ricbl\  earned  the  highest  esteem  of  all  with  u  hum  he  is  as.sociated. 

Perry  D.  Del'eu.  a  successful  fanner  an<l  tniblic'Spirited  citizen  of  Key- 
ser  township,  was  Ijorn  on  June  27.  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  ami  I'annic 
(Mason)  DePew.  Samuel  DePcw.  who  was  l>om  and  reared  in  Stark  coimty. 
Ohio,  to  the  as^e  of  ten  years,  wa-  a  s.m  <tf  Jnscpb  and  Nancy  (  Wats.m  )  De- 
Pew .  who.  about  i>*55.  came  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  and  Ixni^ht  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  ttiTthwest  part  >«f  Keyser  t-i"  n^hi))  Here  they  (levelo])e«l  and 
impr<ive<l  a  tine  larni  and  «<pcnt  the  remainder  ni  iheir  <lays.  the  nu.ther  dyiug 
on  that  farm  and  the  father  in  tbi.s  count>  also.  When  Samuel  Del'ew  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  he  heard  the  call  for  defenders  of  the  national 
honor  and  resjionded  promi>th%  liecoming  a  memlwr  of  Company  One 
Himdred  and  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  with  which  he 
participated  in  many  of  the  most  important  battles  of  that  great  crmfltct.  bring 
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in  tlie  service  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge  an<}  retumerl  to  the  inirsutts  of  peace.  On  coming  lack  to  the  old 
home  in  Keyser  township  lie  Imnyht  the  estate  from  his  |»aretU'~  aiifl  h\  eil  there 
until  1899.  w  I  iii  he  moved  to  Anbvirn  and  spent  the  remainder  ot'  hi.sdays,  his 
deat!i  Dccurrin};^  there  in  1910.  On  Inly  i  \H()~.  Sanniel  Del'eu  married 
l-'annie  Mason,  the  danfjhter  of  AUrahani  and  Anne  ( ( Juinee )  Mason,  the 
latlcr  s  parous  being  natives  of  Limuhjshire,  England,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried and  where  five  of  their  children  were  bom,  the  father  Iteing  a  farmer  in 
his  native  land.  In  185^  they  came  to  America  and  located  in  Richland 
county.  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  ditching  for  a  year,  then  rented  a 
farm  and  in  18^11  moved  to  DeKalb  coimty.  loeatin^  at  C'ornnna  on  March 
4th  of  that  year.  For  three  years  he  operated  rented  land  and  then  bought  a 
tract  of  forty  acres  two  miles  east  of  Avilla,  where  he  remained  three  years, 
lie  then  bon.s^ht  fifty  acres  4tf  land  three  miles  s*tutluvest  of  .\\iUa  an  !  later 
added  forty  acres  adjoniing.  Eventually  he  sold  thfit  trad  and  bouniii  cit^hiy- 
two  acres  of  land  in  the  same  neighborhood,  but  finally  mo\  ed  to  .\  villa,  where 
he  lx)ught  a  home  ami  lived  tintil  his  death.  After  that  event  bh  widow  lived 
with  her  chilrlren  in  \nl)iirn  until  slu  ];a--eil  away.  I'heir  daughter,  now  the 
widow  of  S;tnuiel  Del'ew.  lives  on  the  home  farm  with  her  st^n.  Perry,  the 
snliiert  of  this  sketch.  The  pl:irc  i-  \\ell  im])ro\td.  •Tirlnr!in<^  an  attractive 
and  w eil-arranged  i)rick  reNideufi  .  <_;iiod  harn  and  1  iialn;ililinL;-  rmd  in  many 
tJther  ways  the  farm  is  numbered  among  tiie  attractive  anti  protitabie  agri- 
cuhural  estates  of  the  cotmty.  To  the  cultivation  of  tlie  t^ld  hmne  farm.  . 
i'err>'  DePew.  the  ininiediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  gives  his  earnest  attention 
and  is  nunilwred  among  the  progressive  aral  u)i-to-date  farmers  of  the  ttnvn- 
shi]>.  He  is  a  well  educated  and  synnnetricail^  <!(  veloped  gentleman,  wide- 
awake to  all  the  cnrren!  i<<iH*-  <>'  the  day.  and  takes  a  deep  ititerest  not  only 
in  the  impp  A  cment  of  lii-;  ir  icnal  e^'tales.  luit  also  in  the  advanceme  nt  of  the 
highest  aiul  hot  inlere^i^  oi  the  entire  comnnniity  in  which  he  lives,  lie 
is  one  of  si.\  children  Iwjrn  to  his  parents,  the  others  being  .Mary,  wife  of  John 
Omk:  l'*rank:  Martha,  llic  wife  of  William  Giok:  Nettie,  the  wife  «»f  l^vi 
Shirk:  Belle,  who  now  lives  in  Cleveland.  Ohio,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ' 
Ijeing  the  youngest  in  the  family. 

On  December  6.  i8<>9.  Perry  DePew  tnarrird  Kssie  B.  I^awhead,  who 
was  lx>rn  at  St.  joe.  thi-;  county,  the  danghii  r  ■>!  ."^amtiel  and  Sarah  (  Keagy) 
I.a\NHfad.  who  now  rc-idc  in  Richlntid  lownshiji.  tln>  tcniity.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  i)ei  Vv\  ha\e  Ix-en  lx)rn  two  children.  Ralph  and  Harold.  Mr.  DePew^ 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  honored  oM  families  of  this  community  and 
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has  ably  sustained  the  envi.iMc  reputation  which  his  forbears  won  during 

their  re-idcnce  here,  his  efYorts  being  always  exerted  toward  the  advancement 
of  liis  riwn  interests  as  well  as  those  ot"  hi«;  fellows.  Because  of  his  genial 
disposition,  agreeable  nature  and  hjs  kuully  attitude  to  those  alxnit  him.  lie  has 
won  many  warm  friends  and  numbers  his  ac<(uainiances  throughout  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county. 


W  ILLIAM  HliXK^  UACHTKL. 

Among  th«  citizens  of  Smithlietd  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  who 
have  built  up  a  comfortable  home  and  surrounded  themselves  with  valuable 
landed  estates  and  personal  property,  few  have  attained  a  higher  degree  of 

success  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  With  few  opportunities  except  what 
his  own  efforts  were  capable  ut  mastering  and  with  many  discouragements  to 
overcotnc.  he  hn<  made  an  exceptional  success  hi  life  and  in  his  old  age  ha> 
the  graiiticaium  oi  kiiouiug  that  the  community  in  wliich  he  resitle.-*  has  1k?cu 
hcnclited  by  his  presence  and  counsel. 

William  Henry  Baclitel  is  a  native  of  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  bom  on 
March  t2.  1863.  on  a  farm  in  Sniithfield  township  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  ami 
Mary  (Moyer)  Bachtel.  Henry  Bacfatd*  whose  death  occurret!  on  July  23. 
1913.  was  horn  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  on  l-ehruary  19.  1829.  the  son  of 
George  an<l  Catherine  (Mummaw)  Bachtel,  l>oth  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  cmtTity  and  came  to  IVKalb 
county  in  1K50.  where  he  was  emj)loyed  at  the  trade  ot  a  lilackMuith.  winch  he 
had  learned  in  his  hr*nie  community  and  in  which  he  had  Ijeen  employed  since 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  followed  this  pursuit  at  Auburn  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  in  i860  bought  the  Mortorff  farm  near  Summit,  comprising 
onehunihetl  and  twenty  acres,  which  lie  o-u  rnn I  intil  the  fall  of  iS;  3.  at  the 
same  time  giving  some  attention  to  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  In  tlie  latter  year 
he  lK>i;;4hr  a  fanii  n\  one  hun<lred  an^l  twenty- four  acres  south  of  Waterloo, 
to  which  he  ga\e  liis  attention  and  to  which  he  nthM  In  later  ptuclia-es.  In 
j8(>5  Mr.  Uachtel  was  drafted  for  the  war.  but  sciu  a  sulistitute  m  his  .stead. 
He  lived  on  this  latter  farm,  now  known  as  the  Bachtel  homestead,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  July  23,  1913.  His  wife,  Mary  (Moyer)  Bachtel, 
to  whom  he  was  married  on  April  29,  1852.  died  on  March  15,  1895.  Mr. 
Bachtel  had  improved^  his  farm,  erecting  the  buildings  now  upon  it.  among 
the  structures  erected  1^  him  being  a  barn  fourteen  by  thirty  feet  in  size,  and 
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whkh  was  added  to  tmtil  it  now  measures  forty  by  seventy-six  feet,  and  in 
olher  ways  he  made  many  substantial  improvements  which  indicated  him  to  be 

a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and  up-to-date  in  his  tendencies.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife,  Mr.  Bachtel  made  hh  home  with  hi:?  son  on  the  old  homestead. 
He  was  a  sulx;r.  earned,  hardw i>rking  man.  rc^ank-d  a--  one  of  the  foremost 
farmers  in  the  comnuuiiiy,  and  waj>  a  loyal  and  active  nieniixT  of  the  Unitetl 
Brethren  church.  To  him  and  hi«  wile  were  botn  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  the  others  being  Delilah,  the  wife  of  Robert  Patterson,  who 
is  a  shoe  dealer  of  Waterloo;  Emanuel,  deceased ;  John  Wesl^,  who  lived  to 
manhood  near  Waterlw  and  tiled  in  190H,  at  his  father's  Imme;  Mahala.  the 
wife  of  Henry  D.  Shoemaker,  of  Snn'thfield  township,  this  county:  William 
H..  the  immediate  snhject  of  this  sketch:  .\da  I*".,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Dilcr'trd. 
of  Montpelier.  C^hio :  Kmnia.  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  ;  All)ert, 
who  died  in  chiidliood,  and  Bert,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead. 

William  H.  Bachtel  wa.s  reared  on  the  patenial  farmstead,  securing  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  engaged  in  teaching  schools  in  different 
townships  in  the  coimty  during  the  winter  months,  farming  in  summer.  In 
1894,  two  years  after  his  marriage,  he  bought  his  |)resent  farm,  on  which  he 
located  in  i8y_'  Fnnr  arre<  <ii  (liis  I  ntfl  is  in  standing^  timber  and  ^cvcnty-six 
acres  under  cultivation.  .\lr.  l»achtel  s  barn,  the  oldest  in  ilu-  tDw  iiship. 
burned  on  July  30,  1913,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  new  one, 
which,  when  completed,  will  lie  one  of  the  finest  in  Smithfield  township. 

On  March  27,  1892.  Mr.  Bachtel  married  Mary  Jane  Walker,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Eli  Walker,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  therefore 
Mrs.  Bachtcl's  personal  family  history  w  ill  not  be  repeated  here.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hachtel  have  been  born  two  children,  Harry  Earl  and  Estel  Vcrn. 

Politically.  Mr.  Bachtel  has  given  his  support  to  the  Republican  i>arty 
consistently  since  attaining  his  majority  and  has  been  active  and  influential  in 
its  .supi)ort.  I'  raternally,  he  is  a  iiieml)er  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Water- 
loo, being  interested  in  the  workings  of  that  order.  He  is  essjentially  a  man 
of  affairs,  of  sound  judgment,  keen  discernment,  f  arseeing  in  what  he  under- 
takes and  every  enten>rise  to  which  he  has  addressed  himself  has  resulted  in 
satisfactorv  financial  returns.  His  siucc-^  in  life  has  Ijeen  the  legitimate 
fruitage  of  consecutive  effort,  directed  and  controlled  by  «,nKK!  judtjment  and 
correct  principles,  and  because  of  his  high  qualities  of  character  he  is  emi- 
nentK  (kscr\  int;  of  the  confidence  and  regard  which  arc  bestowed  upon  him  in 
tite  comnnmity  in  which  he  resides. 
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MARTIN  C.  SHEETS. 

Compiaious  among  the  representative  men  and  public-spirited  citizens  of 

DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  is  the  well  known  Ejentlemnn  u  hose  name  fonns  the 
caption  of  this  article  He  lias  made  his  iiiilm  in  c-  tell  lor  j^otnl  in  liis  com- 
munity in  Jackson  township,  being  a  man  vi  sierlnig  worth,  whose  iite  has 
been  closely  interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides  and  whose  efforts  have  always  been  for  the  material  advancement  of 
the  same,  as  well  as  for  the  social  and  moral  .welfare  of  his  fellow  men.  The 
well  regulated  life  he  has  led.  thereby  gaining  the  respect  and  admiration  of 
all  his  fellow  citi/cns.  entitle  him  t<>  representation  in  a  biographical  work  of 
the  sco]>e  ftit(  ii(]f(!  In  the  present  w  nrk. 

Martm  L.  Sheets  was  born  mi  June  29.  iSdo,  on  the  tarm  where  he  now 
resides  in  Jackson  township.  l)ei\allj  county,  Indiana,  and  is  a  son  of  Christ- 
ian and  Margaret  (Carr)  Sheets.  Christian  Sheets  was  bom  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  and  upon  attaining  mature  years  leametl  the  trade  of  miller, 
having  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  grist  mill  in  his  community.  He  also 
followed  farming  to  some  extent,  but  in  iH^d.  when  about  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  enn'grated  from  ( )bi«>  U*  iX  Kalb  county,  Indiana,  and  here  boui^ht  the 
old  Pi'.rks  farm  of  f>nc  hundred  acres,  which  was  then  p^rl(•ti^a11^  all  covered 
with  timi)er.  ilcre  he  cleared  a  space  for  a  cabin  and  entered  upon  the 
strenuous  task  of  clearing  the  land  and  [jutting  it  it)  cultivation.  L<'itcr  he 
bought  eighty  acres  adjoining  on  the  east  and  in  1864  again  cngagcil  in  the 
milling  business,  which  he  continuerl  for  about  ten  years,  running  the  old 
grist  mill  in  Auburn.  .\  new  mill  now  .stands  nn  the  .site  of  this  old  mill, 
which  for  many  years  wsks  a  well  known  landmark  here.  His  death  occurred 
on  September  ij.  1882.  Miirgaret  (Carr)  .'Sheets.  uh(»  al.so  was  Iwrn  in 
Ashland  comily.  Ohio,  accompatiied  her  husband  1^  DeKalb  county,  and  here 
became  vcrv  active  in  assistinji  him  in  his  work  in  connection  with  the  inau- 
j^uration  of  a  home  in  the  frotuirr.  She  was  a  good  woman  and  enjoyed  to 
a  marked  degree  the  confidence  and  love  of  those  with  whom  she  came  in  con- 
tact. Her  death  occurred  on  May  15,  1895,  on  the  homestead  where  she  had 
spent  so  many  active  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheets  were  bom  six  children, 
namety:  Hulbcrt  Luther:  Mrs.  Sarah  Huffman,  who  lives  in  Aubum  and  is 
the  mother  of  three  children,  two  living  and  one  deceased;  Amanda,  deceased: 
Martin  C.  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Maud  P.  Blankenship. 
of  Chica^'o,  Illinois,  .-^nd  :i  clnid  who  died  in  infancy. 

Martm  C .  Sheets  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  received  his  schoolmg  ni 
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the  township  >chiH>1s  ami  from  boyhood  devoted  his  attention  niainly  to 

farming  pursuits.  He  also  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  ami  Leineni  worker, 
and  in  the  latter  line  did  many  jobs  of  work  throughout  this  I'xality.  He 
wcjrked  on  tin  <il<l  home  farm  in  Jnokson  t<nvnshi|)  ami  has  sjieni  piaeiically 
his  entire  lite  there.  He  cleared  ihirty-tlvc  acres  of  the  last  eighty  acres  his 
father  bought  and  also  about  twenty-iive  acres  of  the  flrst  one-hundrcd-acre 
tract  The  dd  residence  on  the  home  {dace,  in  which  the  subject  was  born, 
has  smce  been.remodded  him  and  substantial  additions  made  to  it,  and  the 
other  farm  outbuildings,  such  as  the  barn,  have  Ineii  remodeled,  the  latter 
being  changed  into  a  mo<iern  Imiik  barn.  Mr.  Sheets  has  given  marked  evi- 
dence of  his  progre?:'?i'\  e  •^])'iit  by  buildini,'  t!ie  firsf  and  on!\  icnient  block  silo 
in  the  county.  ]\v  i>  tiie  outht  of  one  hnniii(.'(l  ami  .->t*ven  aci(.-<  nf  excellent 
land,  which  ii  maintained  at  the  highest  standard  of  agricultural  excellence^ 
and  which  by  its  general  appearance  of  neatne^  and  prosperity  makes  a  favor- 
able impression  on  the  passerby. .  About  fifteen  acres  of  his  land  is  covered 
by  excellent  timber  and  is  considered  very  valuable.  He  also  farms  twenty- 
five  acres  belongiii^^  to  his  '-ister,  Maud. 

On  May  25.  1884,  Mr.  Sheets  was  united  in  marriage  to  Annice  Rus- 
flaui^hter  of  William  and  Sarah  f  W'ick^ )  Rii^sfll.  William  Russell  was 
born  in  Aslilarui  county.  Ohio,  coiiiinii  in  youth  t  i  l"'<rt  Wayne,  Indiana, 
with  his  parents.  Iiventually  lie  took  up  the  vocation  01  a  fanner  ami  moved 
to  Green  town.ship.  Noble  county,  Indiana,  where  he  foUmved  the  professimi 
of  stationary  engineering,  operating  in  the  saw  mills  of  that  county.  His 
marriage  to  Sarah  Wicks  occurred  in  1857,  and  his  death  in  1864.  He  had 
two  children,  .\nnice.  who  became  the  wife  of  (he  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Mrs.  Francis  Haney,  who  lives  in  Albion,  Noble  county,  this  slate,  and  is  the 
mother  of  t^^ 0  children  livintr  and  t)uo  derrn<cd.  Snrah  Wicks  was  born  in 
Allen  county,  Indiana,  near  Huntertow n,  and  came  to  Noble  county  in  1842. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  came  to  live  with  her  daughter.  .Mrs. 
Sheets,  where  shfe  ^tlt  resides.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheets  have  been  bom  two 
ditldren,  Florous,  who  remains  at  home  and  assists  in  the  farm  work,  and 
RussdU  who  is  a  draughtsman  for  the  Pullman  Car  Company  at  Chicago. 

politically.  Martin  Sheets  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  while, 
fraternally,  he  is  a  meml>er  of  the  Knight':  nf  r\tliias  at  .\uburn  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Flks  at  Fort  \\  ayne.  Mrs.  Sheets  is  a 
member  of  the  Preshvtcrian  ehurcli  atid  's  also  identified  with  the  TMhinn 
Sisters.  She  is  a  well  educated  and  cultivated  woman,  and  has  been  a  true 
(53) 
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and  appreciative  lielpnieet  to  her  husband  in  his  work.  She  enjoys  a  wide 
acquaintance  throughout  the  oommunity  and  i-^  well  likcil  by  all  \vhi»  know 
her.  Mr.  Sheets  is  not  only  an  excellent  ni.m  i)tMsona!ly  and  a  hustler  in  his 
business  affairs,  hut  in  the  civic  life  of  the  community  iic  lia<  taken  a  larg^e 
interest  and  gives  an  unequivocal  support  to  every  movement  mteuded  to 
advance  the  social,  moral  and  educational  welfare  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


WILLIAM  SCOTT  FORNEY. 

The  life  of  the  scholarly  or  professional  man  seldom  exhibits  any  of  ■ 
those  striking  incidents  that  seixc  upon  public  feeling  and  attract  attention  to 
himself.    His  cliaracter  is  generally  made  up  of  the  aggregate' qualities  and 

quah'tications  he  may  possess,  as  these  max  he  elicited  I)\  tlie  exercise  of  the 
duties  <>f  his  \i»cati(<n  or  the  part'cnlnr  i>r< .fession  to  uliuh  he  mav  l)el<>n{i. 
But  uhtii  Mich  a  man  has  so  inipressed  In-  individuality  upon  iiis  fellow  men 
as  to  gain  their  confidence,  ami  through  that  conrtdencc  he  retained  in  im- 
portant positions,  he  becomes  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  bod\  politic  t>f  the 
community.  The  subject  of  this  review  is  one  of  the  scholarly  men  of  his 
county,  who,  not  content  to  bide  bis  talents  ann<i  life's  sefpiestered  ways,  tiy 
the  force  of  will  and  a  lautlahle  amhiticju  fi  rged  to  the  front  in  an  exacting 
and  iL'^pitusihle  calling  and  earned  an  hi>n(ir:iMe  rfputation  in  one  of  the  u)<M 
imiiorlant  branches  of  jnthlir  service.  A  well-educated,  symmetrically  <ic\clopcd 
man.  h\>  u>»ik  as  an  educator  has  for  many  years  iKcti  of  such  a  high  standard 
of  excellence  that  his  ])osition  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession  has  long  l»een 
conceded.  Keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  advanced  educational  methods,  and 
}K>ssessing  a  broad  and  comprehensive  knowledge,  he  is,  because  of  his  hi^ 
attainments,  a  well  rounded  character  and  of  large  influence,  eminently  en- 
titled to  representation  in  the  annals  of  his  ci>umy. 

W  illiam  Scott  !*'"nH*y,  the  present  eflirfnii  sinK-rintcndent  of  the  high 
school  at  \shlev.  Indiana,  \v  a>i  horn  '>n  ( )rtolKr  3.  iS8j.  on  a  farm  iti  Smith- 
field  towii-lin).  HeKalh  roinily.  indi.ina.  and  iN  a  .si)n  t>f  \tlam  Adic  and 
Nancv  ((.  oie)  I'orncv.  .\<lam  .\.  Foruev  was  bom  in  Staric  county,  Ohio, 
about  ten  miles  east  of  Canton,  on  April  22.  1847.  and  was  the  son  of  Henr>' 
and  Nellie  N,  (Marks)  Ff>rney.  Henry  Forney  was  bom  near  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. ' spending  bis  liorh'»o<l  days  in  ib  1  1  au  an<l  came  unh  his 
parents,  Henry  and  Mary  (Ritter")  Forney,  to  Ohio,  where  they  settled  on  a 
farm.   There  be  followed  the  trade  of  brick  making.    In  1849      came  to 
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DeKalb  county.  Iiuliaiia,  the  trip  Ixriiig  ma«ie  In  )>)at  from  Toledo,  thence  by 
canal  to  Fort  W  ayne  and  by  \vaK<»n  frf>tii  (liat  city  to  DeKalb  connt>  They 
-settled  on  a  farm  of  thirtv  :\crv<.  all  mi  which  was  covered  with  titiihcr  and 
located  in  Sniithtielii  township.  1  his  land  Mr.  l-"orney  cleared  and  put  in 
^good  condition  and  also  ass»te<l  in  clearing  land  for  Jolin  Hamman.  a  far- 
mer owning  land  adjoining.  He  followed  the  brick-niaking  trade  here  also 
and  was  one  of  the  most  serviceaMe  men  in  the  early  life  of  the  community. 
His  death  occurred  in  on  the  homestead  f;irm.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  was  married  in  1836  to  Henry  I-'omey,  and  she.  too.  was  a 
leading  factor  in  the  earl\  lite  liere.  assisting  n«»t  (tnly  in  thv  rearins,'  of  a  large 
family,  but  in  the  general  \\\nk  of  the  farm.  She  wa^  a  queen  u>  litr  chil- 
dren, who  adored  her  as  a  mother  and  who  found  in  her  u  sympathetic  help- 
mate and  coni|>anion.  Her  death  occurred  in  1884  on  the  homestead  farm. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forney  were  1)orn  twelve  children :  One  who  dial  in  in- 
fancy, Julia  Ann,  John,  Elizabeth.  Henry  and  Samuel  are  deceased ;  Adam  A. ; 
Jacob,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Ladrangc  connty.  Indiana,  married  l-"lizalieth  Wal- 
ters, anfl  they  hav  e  (»ne  chihl :  Abraham,  a  frirnu-r  near  Ashley.  Iniliana.  mar- 
ried Anna  Xent.  and  they  have  two  children;  Da*  id.  a  carpenter  at  Ashley. 
Imliaiia,  tnarricd  Mag.^de  Humphrey:  .Mary  Ann.  win*  is  (he  wife  of  W  illiam 
Stoleberger,  a  farmer  in  l^aGrangc  county.  Indiana,  is  the  mother  of  two 
diildren:  William  is  a  fanner  in  Kosciusko  cininty.  Indiana,  niarried  Maggie 
Lyons,  to  which  union  has  l>een  Ixim  one  child.  Adam  .\.  Forney  was  about 
two  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  f)eKalb  connty.  Indiana, 
and  he  receivc<l  his  education  in  the  township  schools,  working  on  the  home 
farm  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  assist  in  the  work  and  also  learnini:  ilie  brick- 
mason  tiadr  Th-  remained  on  the  jxirental  homestead  until  attaining  his 
inajMiiiv,  and  after  his  inania,L;r.  in  18S1.  he  Kmght  torty  acres  <if  land 
across  from  the  homestead  farm,  which  he  duched.  tiled  at>d  fenced,  and  on 
which  he  built  a  splendid  residence.  He  is  still  active  a.s  a  farmer  on  this 
place,  which  he  has  developed  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  comrauniQr. 
He  has  taken  an  important  place  in  the  civic  life  of  the  comnmnity.  having 
served  two  terms  (six  ye n  - 1  a^  -u|)ervisor  of  Smithfield  township.  He  has 
'been  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  atid.  though  not  a  mcniher 
of  anv  church.  ha'~  lict-n  a  Lutheran  in  hi<  rcli'jiin-^  faith.  • 

On  July  21,  1881.  Adam  A.  I'oiney  mariied  Nancy  Cole,  the  dans^luer 
•    of  Smith  and  Mary  (Whistler)  Cole.    Smith  Cole  was  a  native  of  Seneca 
county.  Ohio,  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  He  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  DeKalh  CGimty  in  \  oung  manhood  and  here  followed  agricultural  pur- 
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suits  until  his  death.  On  Octolnrr  12,  1862,  ho  was  drafted  at  Waterloo  }«)r 
military  service  and  went  to  the  front  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Thirtieth 
Regiment  Indinnri  X  nlttntcer  Inrantry.  utidcr  lapt.  Wheeler  W.  GriswaMt 
He  was  dischinr^ttl  iruiu  the  «er\  ire  in  Tennessee  on  |ulv  30,  1863.  He  was 
twice  married,  liavinjj  six  cHildren  by  the  first  union,  namely:  Ellen,  Will- 
iam, Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary  Ann  and  Nancy  M.,  and  diree  diildren  by  his 
second  union,  Edward,  John  and  Katherine.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forney  were 
born  seven  children;  William  Scott,  the  inmiediate  subject  of  this  !tketch: 
Cora  B.,  Herbert.  Worthy,  Earl.  Adam  ITwd  .infl  Nellie. 

William  .Sent  lM>rney  recei\ed  his  education  in  the  schools  ot  Smith- 
field  township,  graduatinj:;  fni:n  thr  Ashley  liii;h  -ili  1.4  in  i<)<)3.  He  then 
taught  school  at  Smithlield  v.  cnk  i  •'  ir  '  lu-  t nu  anil  iour  terms  in  the  {graded 
schools  at  Ashley,  lu  1908,  sunn  after  his  marriage.  Mr.  I-'orney  wont  to  the 
Phi1ip|)ine  islands  with  his  wife,  as  super^-ising  teacher.  ha\  ing  about  thirty- 
five  native  teachers  under  hi.s  charge,  and  during  the  three  years  in  which  he 
held  this  position  lie  performed  splendid  service  in  advancing  the  educational 
status  of  the  locality  in  which  he  was  place<l.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  1911,  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  liKh.ina  I  niMTsity  at  Bloomiiigton. 
and  two  years  later  he  graduated  with  the  degrv  t  if  Hachelor  of  .\rfs  Rc- 
luniiug  to  Nshlcy.  Indiana,  he  here  assumed  thr  n.  i^ition  of  superintendent  oi 
the  high  school,  to  wliicli  he  ha<l  lieeii  chosen,  eiilermg  \^)*tu  his  new  fhities  on 
September  13.  1913.  He  has  demunstialed  his  trminent  fitness  tor  the  posi- 
tion, and  through  his  untiring  efforts  and  able  management  the  high  school  at 
Ashley  has  advanced  to  position  among  the  foremost  high  schools  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  A  constant  student  and  deej)  i  tailer.  Mr.  Vomcy  keeps  in 
close  touch  with  the  most  ad\anced  thought  relative  to  i>e<lagogical  affairs 
and  gives  thoughtful  and  intelligent  direction  tr)  the  school  under  hi*^  charge. 
He  has  won  the  favor  of  patron  and  pupil  and  exert«  a  'beneficial  iutluence  on 
not  only  the  educational  hut  the  private  lives  of  tlu»e  under  hi.s  caie. 

On  April  19,  1908.  William  S.  Forney  was  married  to  Ina  Gurtner,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Joan  fClark)  Gurtner.  Henrj-  Gurtner  was  bom  in 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  during  his  active  years  followed  farming  pur- 
suits, though  hfi  is  now  retired  and  is  living  at  Hamilton,  this  staile.  His 
wife,  whp  also  was  a  native  of  DeKalb  count> .  died  in  September,  1885.  Mr, 
Gurtner  was  twice  married,  having  five  children  In  thr  fir<it  union  and  threr 
bv  the  second,  these  children  in  the  order  of  liiith  being  name<l  Pelljert.  Mrs. 
.Minnie  Wolfe.  .Mrs.  liUa  .\niold.  David.  Mrs.  Hattie  .Miller.  Mrs.  Irena  Fee. 
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Freeman,  deceased,  and  ina.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forney  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 

Politically,  Mr.  Forney  is  an  active  Democrat  and.  fraternaily,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  A  man  of  kindly  impulses  and  humanitarian 
q»irit.  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  everything  jiertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  and  is  num1>er«d  among  the  representative 
citizens  of  his  locality. 


EZRA  D.  HARTMAN. 

Among  those  wlu)  have  stood  ax  distinguished  types  of  the  world's 

.workers  was  the  late  Jiulye  I-";^ra  I).  Hartnian.  who  was  one  ot  the  able  and 
honored  lawyers  of  northern  Indiana.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectual  at- 
tainments. <if  nio^t  frrar'nu--  pers' mnlitv.  t>f  stimv^  and  noble  character,  and 
one  who  lalj^rcd  with  zeal  and  devotion  m  the  piirsuit  "f  his  viicali'  ii.  .As 
one  of  those  who  have  Icul  ("ignily  and  hont»r  to  the  legal  profession  in  In- 
diana and  who  brought  to  his  cliosen  vocation  the  strength  and  de\'otion  of  a 
great  sotil  and  a  great  mind,  it  is  most  consonant  that  an  extended  trihute  to 
his  memor}'  be  entered  and  {lerpetnated  in  this' history. 

Ezra  D.  Ilartman  w  as  born  in  Lehiijh  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  May  16, 
1841.  and  died  at  his  home  in  .Vnhurn,  Indiana,  on  May  6.  i<;03.  Tie  was  the 
son  of  .\braTi;  and  Catherine  (Russell)  Hartnian,  who  are  referred  to  specif- 
ically in  the  sketch  of  foci  F.  Hartman.  elsewlioic  in  this  work,  therefore 
further  mention  will  not  Ix-  made  (»t  thcni  in  this  connection.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  brought  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  in  1847  ^^  '^h  his  parent^ 
and  received  a  good  coimiHni  school  education,  in  addition  to  thorou^ 
courses  in  commercial  work  and  the  study  of  law.  He  completed  his  taw 
course  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  in  June.  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  However.  Mton  afterward  he  felt  called  Upon  to  enlist  in  his  coimtry's 
defense,  and  in  \ui:;tT<t.  if^'ii.  !m"  assiste.l  in  recmitin'^  a  (*"'n]»any  which  was 
a'^si'.jncd  to  the  One  llundrcutli  Resjiment,  Indiana  X'oluntccr  Infantry,  with 
which  lie  went  to  tlu'  front,  lie  was  commissioned  lieutenant  of  his  company 
and  was  later  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captiiin.  He  e.>c|)erienccd  many  hard- 
ships and  discharged  his  duties  with  a  fidelity  and  bravery  which  earned  for 
htm  the  commendation  of  his  superior  officers.  However,  his  military  service 
was  the  ultimate  cause  of  his  death,  for  he  there  contracted  diseases  which 
undermined  his  constitution  and  from  the  effects  of  which  he  suffered  until 
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ihe  time  it  his  decease.  In  1866  Mr  [IrsrimaT-;  Incatcd  in  W'ateriou.  Indiana, 
u  lici  c  1k'  lici^Mii  tile  active  ])i'aclice  <>f  hi-  jin  ifo-n  >i'.  and  the  same  year  was 
nunniialeu  on  the  Republican  ticket  lur  rei)resentalive  aganist  Hon,  Freeuiaii 
Kelley  and,  after  an  active  campaign,  was  successful  at  the  polls.  In  the 
fall  of  1867  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  fourteenth  judicial 
district,  composed  of  the  comities  of  DeKalb.  Steuben.  I^^f^range.  Noble,  Elk- 
hart and  Kustiusku,  serving  three  years  in  this  position  and  discharging  his 
(hities  witii  cre<lit  tf  himself  am!  to  the  satisfaction  of  hi-,  fellows.  lie  con- 
tinual tlic  j>r;ulicc  isf  Ian  it)  partnersliij)  with  j.  L.  Morlaii.  in  W  aterloo.  In- 
diana, uiuil  i.^ji.  w  lu  n  lie  moved  to  Snnth  iiend.  hut  two  years  later  he  re- 
lumed to  DeKaii)  count}  ami  fornietl  a  partnership  w  ith  Hon.  f.  K.  Rose,  of 
Auburn,  which  continued  until  1881.  In  1898  .Mr.  Ilartnian  was  nominated 
in  convention  held  in  the  Waterloo  <it)era  hfuise  for  judge  of  the  thirty-iifth 
judicial  circuit,  comixised  of  Steuben  and  DeKalb  counties,  and  was  trium- 
phantly elected.  Inuring  his  temi  of  office  he  was  at  times  incapacitate<l  for 
the  tlischarge  of  his  official  dutie>  hec.inse  of  his  failing  heahh.  but  he  demon- 
strated a  uonderful  tenacity  an  !  will  power  and  oftentimes  ])resi  'ed  over  the 
court  when  almost  any  other  ni.m  would  have  felt  unahle  1>  h-  i»resent.  lie 
was  conscientious  and  carefully  f,'u;irded  the  public  interest>  a>  judge  in  reii- 
tlering  decisions  and  gave  eminent  satisfaction  lx>ih  to  coun.sel  ami  litigants. 
He  manifested  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law  and  had  a  remarkable  com- 
prehension of  the  main  ]>otnts  at  issue  when  a  case  was  presented  in  his  court. 
Kindly  ami  considerate  of  the  attorneys  in  his  cotiri.  he  was  in  turn  treated  by 
them  with  a  re\ereiHe  almost  aii>  m  liiiw  to  affection,  as  his  death  was  con- 
sidered not  only  a  (hslincl  loss  I  >  the  touimunity.  hul  to  nriny  of  the  attor- 
ne\  >  of  DeKalb  county  his  passing  away  was  held  to  lie  a  i»ersonal  bereave- 
ment. 

On  October  15.  i8()8.  Jutlge  li.irtman  ua.s  nuurieil  at  Bryan.  Ohio,  to 
Mary  Cnnningluun,  t»>  which  union  were  l>t»m  three  chihircn,  Maliel,  Walter 
C.  and  Huliert  Rzra.  Mrs.  Hartman  died  a  mmilier  of  years  ago.  and  there- 
after Judge  Hartman  niac!e  his  lioine  with  his  daughter.  Mal)el.  Fraternally* 

he  was  an  enthusia^^tic  meml>er  of  the  Ma.sonic  order.  lia\  i  ifj  attained  to  the 
degrees  of  the  Royal  .\rch.  and  was  also  a  luemln-r  of  the  (irand  .\rmy  of  the 
Republic.  Religioush  .  h(  u  as  a  meml)er  of  tlie  Pre'iln  terian  church,  in  w  hich 
he  held  the  oflice  of  elder  I  b-  wa-  a  faithful  supporter  of  the  church's  inter- 
ests, and  in  church,  pobtical  ;nid  oiivate  life  alike  he  was  consistent  in  his 
jnotives  and  actions,  never  viohiting  the  confidence  which  the  jK.M»plc  univer- 
sally held  in  him.  He  was  a  fair,  honest  and  able  judge,  a  brave  and  courag- 
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cous  sciUlier,  a  gtxjd  citizen  in  tlie  liri>;iilc^t  ^^•n-^.■  <if  thr  tcrnu  and  a  tnciul 
who  never  violated  any  confidence  placed  m  hiiii.  Jn  all  tiiat  constitutes  true 
manhood  and  good  citizenship  he  was  a  worthy  example  ami  none  stood 
higher  than  he  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  circles  in  which  he  moved. 


FRANK  C.  HOFFIvLDKK. 

One  of  the  native  sons  of  DeKalb  county  who  has  remained  and  made  a 
success  of  life  right  liere  in  his  own  coinnnniity  rather  than  beii^  lured  away 

to  sojne  (hstant  locahty  by  the  "wanderlust  spirit. "  there  l<>  ^eek  an  uncertain 
fortune  amid  stran;^e  environtneiit.  is  I'vank  C  llolTelder.  a  lanuer  of  Sinitli- 
lield  township.  He  h.i«  w<>rke<l  hanl  for  what  he  has  and  he  is  dc-servmg  ol 
the  competence  and  the  \altial)le  i)roperty  that  are  t»>day  his. 

Frank  C.  Hoffdder  was  Ijorn  on  April  3.  1S-4.  on  the  old  home  farm  of 
his  parents  east  of  St.  Michael's  church  in  SmithAeld  township.  DeKalb 
county.  Indiana.  His  parents  were  John  and  Frances  (MiKerl  Hoflfetder. 
long  prominent  and  <iiiccessful  residents  of  thi.s  locality  and  who  reared  their 
families  to  lives  of  respectability  and  honor  in  their  re'^pertive  communities. 
Frank  C.  HofFelder  s|)ent most  ot  his  life  until  his  ni.unage  t»n  the  home 
place  until,  wlien  about  twenty-two  yeai>  <tld,  he  woikciI  for  alHnit  sixteen 
months  in  the  lialtimoie  (!t  Ohio  railroad  shops  in  (iarrett,  and  was  also  em- 
ployed on  a  farm  near  Traverse  City.  Michigrtn.  alxnit  three  years.  In  the  fall 
of  T902  Mr.  Hoffelder  lioit^ht  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  3,  and  the  lady 
who  afterwards  became  his  wife  bought  the  eighty  acres  adjoining.  In  Jnne 
of  the  following  year  they  were  mnrricd  and  imine<!iately  located  on  the- sub- 
ject's farm  and  be.t^an  the  task  of  clearing;  the  land  and  ptittinj^  it  luuler  cul- 
tivation f  onisa  Daii]).  who  iK'canie  Mr.  Iloffelder's  wife,  was  a  daiijjhter  of 
Mois  Dapp  ;ui(i  ,1  ^^i-^ii  r  of  Henr\  Hapin  in  w  hosi-  sketch  elsewhere  in  this 
work  is  more  detailed  im  iiiinii  "i  ihc  family  history.  .\t  the  time  they  loc:ited 
on  their  new  land  the  only  improvements  were  a  long  stable  and  a  little  old  log 
cabin  which  had  been  built  nearly  a  half  century  before,  the  ceiling  of  which 
was  so  low  that  a  man  could  hardly  stand  upright  in  it.  The  entire  tract  was 
practically  a  wiMtnuss.  not  having  been  drained  and  beinij  mostly  swani^i 
land,  hut  Mr.  Hoffelder  hv  the  most  strenuous  labor  •^t'cicedefl  in  clearinjj  it. 
ditching  and  tiling  it  and  creating  one  of  the  be<«1  farms  iti  tin-  secti<ni  of  the 
rvnintx  T^e  nf>w  has  nearlv  one  hundred  acres  imder  cuhivation  an<l  has 
erected  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  sul>stantial  and  comnnxlious 


Digitized  by  Google 


840 


dbkalb'  county;  inoiaka. 


barns  and  other  outlniildiiig!,.  and  is  following  his  agricultural  operations 
along  the  most  modern  and  uii-to-date  methods. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  HoiFelder  have  been  born  five  children :  Helene.  Esther. 
Johnnie,  Frances  and  Agnes.  Politically,  Mr.  Hoflfelder  is  a  Democrat  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  though  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker 
after  puhlic  office.  Religiously,  he  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Catholic 
church,  to  which  they  ontrilvtitc  lt!>prali\  <>i  their  means  Personally.  Mr. 
HofFelder  is  known  to  1><^  a  luaii  i»i  -crupulousK  h(  ini>t  [  i  uicii)les.  generous, 
kind  and  always  ready  to  do  his  full  slure  of  the  common  duties  of  citizen- 
ship: in  short,  a  genial,  broad-minded  man,  whom  to  know  is  to  admire  and 
esteem.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  operations  and  has  won  the  ain- 
fidence  of  alt  who  know  him.  owing  to  his  honoralMe  methods  ami  upright  life. 


ALEXANDER  PROVINES. 

DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  enjoys  a  high  reputation  because  of  the  high 
order  of  her  citizenship,  and  none  of  licr  citizens  occupies  a  more  enviable 
positiott  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellows  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  .np|>ears 
at  the  head  i  >i  this  sketch.  A  residence  here  of  over  sixty  years  has  given  his 
fellows  a  full  opportunity  to  observe  him  in  the  various  lines  of  activity  in 
-which  he  has  engaged  and  his  present  high  standing  is  due  solely  to  the  hon- 
•orable  and  upright  course  he  has  pursued.  As  a  leading  citiaen  of  his  cotti- 
xniuuty  he  is  emmently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  character. 

Alexander  Provines.  who  resides  in  Auburn,  bwt  owns  a  line  farm  in 
section  9,  Jackson  township,  this  county,  was  horn  in  Kowshurg.  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  on  fnlv  1?^.  iSt^  the  son  '<f  .\lcx;mder  and  Dorcas  <  .\dams) 
Provines.  1  Ik'^c  ]i;irrrits  ucre  l)otn  res|)ectivcly  in  Washington  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, on  Jauuaiy  31.  1818,  and  A.shland  county,  Ohio,  on  January  i<>, 
1821.  The  subject  s  gr.mdfathers,  Robert  Provines  and  Hugh  .\dams.  were 
ibom  natives  of  Ireland  and  the  hitter  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12.  In 
.April,  1853,  Alexander  Provines,  Sr..  settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
■sixty  acres  in  section  9.  Jackson  township.  DeKalh  county.  Indiana,  where  he 
■spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  to  manh<iod.  He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  during 
the  winter  months,  while  his  summer  vacations  were  spent  in  work  on  the 
iarm  up  to  his  twentieth  year,  when  he  began  teaching  school,  following  this 
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vocation  during^  the  following  ten  winters,  one  of  which.  1870,  was  spent  in 
Cass  county,  Nebraska.  Air.  Frovines  has  been  prospered  in  his  life's  voca- 
tion and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hunUreU  and  thuty-iout  acres  of  s(>kndid 
land  in  sectkm  9»  Jackson  township,  a  part  of  which  comprises  the  farm  on 
which  his  father  first  settled  To  the  cakivation  of  this  place  Mr.  Frovines 
<levoted  ^meelf  untiringly  and  wttii  eminent  success  until  October,  1902, 
when  he  relinquished  the  labor  of  the  farm  and  moved  to  Auburn,  where  he 
is  now  living  in  honorable  retirement,  although  he  still  maintains  supervision 
over  the  operation  of  liis  farti;.  The  latter  i<  well  tiled  and  in  fjnod  state  of 
cultivation  anfl  has  been  nmnliered  fov  n»auy  vear>  aniKii^  the  best  farms  of 
the  community,  being  productive  and  well  iniproveti  iti  every  respect.  Mr. 
Provines  owes  his  success  atniust  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  for  he  was  one 
of  the  beginners  in  this  locality,  enduring  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the 
pioneen,  dearing  and  improving  his  fann  and  educating  and  rearing  his 
children  to  honorable  manhood  or  womanhood. 

Politically,  Mr.  Provines  is  aftiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  and  w  as 
appointed  a  member  of  the  townshij)  advisorv  hoard  and  w  a*;  alsf)  appointed 
to  till  a  vacancv  in  the  eonntv  eoniuil.  hob'.inL^  the  latter  position  when  ap- 
propriations were  made  for  the  present  magniticent  new  court  house  at  Au- 
burn. Though  Mr.  Provines  is  not  affiliated  with  any  church,  he  has  always 
taken  active  part  in  Sunday  school  work  and  has  the  greatest  respect  for 
rdigious  SQcieties  and  appreciation  of  the  work  which  they  have  accomplished. 

On  November  7,  187 1,  Mr.  Provines  married  Rhoda  S.  Knight,  a  native 
•of  Elkhart,  Indiana,  and  the  daughter  of  Micliael  and  Sarah  (Johnson) 
Kni.c^ht.  who  formerlv  re'^ided  in  C  oncord  township,  this  county.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  the  following  children:  Harris  G..  of  Welch,  Okla- 
homa; Etfie,  the  wife  of  Samuel  F.  Mr»rr,  of  I'airlield  township,  this  county; 
Lola,  the  wife  of  Wesley  Carper,  of  Columbns.  Kansas;  May.  the  wife  of 
Claude  C.  Moore,  of  Washington ;  Rc^,  who  is  operating  his  father's  fann  in 
Jackson  township;  Dorcas,  the  wife  of  Otto  D.  Sherer,  of  Aubitm;  Emma, 
who  died  on  November  20.  1912:  F.dna.  who  is  unmarried  and  is  at  present 
teaching  school  at  Bedford,  Indiana.  Mr<.  Pr()vines  died  on  October  3. 
19T2.  Mr  Provines  i-J  a  ^jilendid  example  of  the  virile,  jiro^ressive.  self- 
made  man  who  belie\es  in  doin:;  well  \\liate\er  worth  dmn^  at  all.  a  man 
of  keen  discernment  and  sound  judgment,  broa«l-miiuled  and  at  the  same  time 
a  follower  of  the  principles  embodied  in  the  GoMen  Rule  in  all  his  relations 
-with  hia  fdlow  men  and,  therefore,  enjoys  their  confidence  and  good  will. 
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FRANK  YARDE. 

In  nearly  every  community  are  mdividuals  who  l>y  innate  r\hilit>  and 
sheer  h  irr  l.^  ciiaraotcr  ri>c  ai^(l\e  their  f«'ll«i\v«.  rind  win  lui  llieinsehc>  con- 
spicuous places  in  public  esteem.  W  inle  l-  rank  ^  aide,  a  progressive  farmer 
of  Keyser  township,  DcKalb  county,  does  not  court  such  a  distinction,  yet  it  is 
evi<tent  that  he  has  won  a  larger  amount  of  success  than  the  average  fanner 
and  that  this  hiis  lieen  done  by  hh  own  unaided  efforts,  stince  it  has  never 
lieen  hi?;  nature  to  (KpcMi  '  n..  ii,  Duriuy  the  long  perio<l  of  his  resi- 
dence in  this  vicinity  his  liSe  has  been  closely  interwDven  with  its  material 
j^mwtli  and  development,  nhile  hi<  career  a^  a  man  of  affairs  has  been 
synonymous  u  illr  all  that  is  uijiij^lu  ami  lionorahle  in  citizensliip. 

Frank  ^'arde  wa^  born  on  January  ii,  i86i.  in  Richland  township, 
l>eKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  the  soil  of  John  and  l.ydia  Ann  (Hotiser) 
Yarde.  The  family  is  descended  from  good  old  English  stock,  the  subject's 
paternal  grandfather,  John  ^'a^de,  having  been  Utm  in  Devonshire,  England, 
on  March  1 2.  iSi 1  lis  parents  died  when  he  was  a  child,  and  he  was  reared 
by  his  mother's  sister  aivl  i^iven  a  collej^iate  education.  \\  hen  se\  eiitcen  ^  cars 
of  aije  be  be;.ian  teaching;  <c!»ik«|  -md  followed  that  •»  rent  ion  for  tiiiiix-tivc 
year'".  lie  married  .Mary  Synionds.  also  a  native  of  |)c\ou>hiie.  and  to  thein 
were  h<jrn  twelve  children,  eleven  daii{»hleis  and  a  son.  In  August.  1852.  .Mr. 
Yartle  brought  his  family  to  the  I'nited  States,  locating  first  in  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  reiminefl  a  inonlh.  and  then  catne  to  l>eKalh  county 
and  here  bought  fifty  .teres  of  unimproved  land,  where  he  purposed  making 
his  permanent  Imnie.  .\fter  payinjj  f'>r  thi>  'and  he  had  alMnit  M\ent\  live 
dollars  left,  and.  haviny  ii'^c  of  Imi  .me  hand,  the  ^nrden  of  the  work  of  clenr- 
inji  and  improving  this  land  fell  ti>  fi^  son.  John,  junior,  then  ;i  lad  of  about 
si.xteen  vears.  The  latter  wa«-  Ih.hi  m  1  )e\  on-;bire.  l'"ntjland.  on  .\'o\  ember 
''^3''«  received  a  !4(mkI  cflucation  in  the  public  .schools,  makinji;  rapid 
advancement  so  that  before  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  had  taught  school 
for  thirteen  months.  lie  accompanied  his  parents  and  assisted  materially  in 
the  improvement  of  the  DeKalb  county  farm.  On  Octolier  10.  1858,  John 
Yarde,  iunior.  vvas  married  to  I.\dia  \nn  Monser.  who  was  Intru  in  \>'ayne 
fonntv,  Ohio,  on  Julv  1  1X40.  a  dausjhter  of  D  {\  iil  .aii  l  Ribecca  Houscr.  and 
to  this  union  were  horn  six  chililren  :  Martha.  I  rank.  l>.M  id.  .\ettie,  Henry 
and  Bertha  Martha  I  ecauie  the  wife  of  \\  illi.ini  Iniler  ami  lives  in  Butler 
township,  where  he  is  a  successful  farmer.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children.   Frank,  the  itnmediate  subject  of  this  ^etcfa.  is  next  in  order  of 
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birth.  David  is  represented  in  a  personal  sketdi  elsewhere  in  this  b<>ok. 
-Nettie  married  (ieorge  Kelliani,  a  farmer  near  Swan,  l>eKa!h  county,  In- 
diana, and  they  liave  tlin  t  r!iil<;icn.  Henry  is  .ilso  represented  individually 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  licriha  became  the  wife  of  Ira  Cirogg,  a  farmer 
living  in  Butler  township,  this  county,  an<l  they  are  the  |)arents  of  three  chil- 
dren living  and  one  deceased. 

Frank  Yarde  was  reared  under  the  paternal  roof,  and  received  his  edu- 
cational training  in  the  schooU  of  the  locality.  As  early  as  possible  he  gave  a 
hand  to  the  operation  of  the  Ikjuk-  farm,  assistinj^  bis  father  until  his  mar- 
riage, when,  in  the  si)r!n;^  of  1887.  he  movetl  to  his  present  location,  which 
he  rcntrd  from  his  lather  until  the  latler"s  death  in  i«;oo,  w  lien  the  subject 
puiciiased  the  farm  anil  has  since  given  his  undivided  atleniion  lo  it.  The 
tract  contains  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of  land,  and  added  to  which  Mr. 
Yarde,  in  1893,  had  botight  an  eight}  -acre  tract  adjoining  on  the  east.  This, 
however,  he  sold  in  1910  and  bought  the  eigh^-acre  tract  known  as  the  old 
Leeson  fami.  l^Ie  has  added  to  this  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hun> 
dred  aiul  sixty  acres  of  as  i^ood  land  .!s  could  be  fount!  in  the  township.  It 
is  well  drained,  fenced,  and  the  residence,  Ivarn  and  other  outbuildings  arc  all 
of  a  substantial  character,  ^o  that  the  place  prcM-nr^  :i  pleasing  aspect  to  the 
passer-by.  11c  is  ownti  of  three  hundred  and  >i-\ty  acres  of  land  in  the 
homestead  place  lying  clo.se  to  liarrctt.  the  other  hundred  acres  lying  west  of 
Garrett.  About  twentv-five  acres  of  his  land  is  timber  ami  is  considered  a 
very  valnahle  tract.  Pntgressive  and  enterprising  in  his  methods.  Mr.  Varde 
has.  by  dint  of  the  most  persistent  imiustry  and  careful  attention  to  details, 
achieved  a  noteworthy  success  in  his  vex  ation,  and  today  is  mimliered  among 
the  leading  agriculturalists  of  Kc\  ser  tow  nship. 

On  September  23,  Mr.  ^"arde  wns  married  to  .Mice  Snuiii.  tlaugh- 

tcr  of  Janies  ]..  and  Amanda  ( .'^hcrrick )  .Smith,  the  former  a  niitive  of  IViui- 
sylvania  ajid  the  latier  of  C  lark  countv.  Ohio,  lames  L.  Smith  was  born  on 
July  13,  1837,  the  son  of  Jo-eph  ami  Annie  ((iuist)  Smith,  also  a  native  girl 
of  the  Keystone  state,  the  father  of  English  and  the  mother  of  Scotch  descent, 
his  paternal  ancestors  coming  to  .America  with  William  Penn.  In  1839  the 
])arents  mov  ed  to  Columbi.-ma  county.  Ohio,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
went  to  Stark  county,  that  state,  serving  three  years  as  apprentice  at  the  rar- 
IK'nter's  trade.  \l  lln^  trade  lie  was  emplm-efl  :i<  :\  jonriiev man  rji'.il  attainini: 
his  majoritv,  when  lie  eiv^aged  in  busuic.^  lot  himself,  and  in  l8»i3  he  m*»ved 
to  UcKaib  county,  Inchana,  buying  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Keyser 
township,  a  part  of  which  is  now  the  town  site  of  Garrett.   He  rented  his 
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farm  and  worked  at  hi>^  trade  until  uhen  he  sold  out  ami  U)iiL;iu  the 

fann.  one  hundred  acres  ol  which  is  in  that  township,  wiicre  lie  alierwards 
resided  He  married  on  October  4,  1858,  Amanda,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Leah  (Baker)  Shirk,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children:  Samuel, 
Isaiah  }.,  Elmer,  Harrison  H.,  Alice  Reuben,  Ida  W.,  Ella  and  Minnie. 
The  father's  death  »x:curred  in  1901  on  the  hoitie  place  in  that  township.  His 
first  wife  died  in  1877.  and  in  1878  he  was  niarrie<l  to  Priscilla  VVyant.  who 
wns  Ixjin  m  C'haniiwign  county.  Ohio,  in  1847.  and  to  them  were  born  six 
chihln-n  :  Arta  Maw  {'orji.  JanK's  M..  l-Vancis.  Eftie  and  Jcninc.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Varde  iiave  Ijcen  lx)rn  tour  children:  Jay,  Roy,  Joiin  and  Ida,  the  last 
two  bemg  twii». 

Politically,  Mr.  Yarde  has  given  his  support  to  the  Republican  party,  be- 
lieving that  the  past  record  of  this  political  organization  entitled  it  to  the 

support  of  all  thinking  men.    Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 

Protestant  church  of  Altona.  a  suburb  of  Garrett.  I)eing  one  of  the  trustees  of 
that  society  and  takinq-  a  vtroni,^  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  orj^anization. 
In  everythint^  ))ei  taiiimiL;  tit  tla-  iii>IniiMiiv^  nf  tlic  coninmnity  Mr.  ^  ardc  has 
been  found  loyal  m  Ui>  su|>(Kjit  and  no  wortliy  cause  has  appealed  to  him  in 
vain.  Genial  and  unassuming  in  his  manner,  he  has  earned  and  retains  to  a 
marked  degree  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  whom  know  him. 


jOEL  K.  HARTMAN. 

The  prosperity  and  substantial  welfare  of  a  community  depend  very 
largely  upon  the  character  am!  enterprise  of  it^  leading:  citizens.  It  is  the  pro- 
gressive, wide-awake  men  of  affairs  that  make  the  real  history  of  a  county 
or  and  uixin  them  also  rv-t--  the  rcsponsibiliiy  of  •^iviii«j  moral  tone  to 

the  iMKly  politic,  of  ilirectiu!.:  iliw:  ^''1  and  shapiiii;  opinion,  and  of  takins;  the 
lead  in  all  progressive  measures  tor  the  public  good.  To  this  class  of  strong, 
virile  men  belongs  the  well  known  ami  enterprising  citizen  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  head  of  this  review,  an  individual  of  <(terling  character  and  sturdy 
worth,  whose  influence  has  always  been  on  the  right  side  of  every  moral  issue 
and  vlin-'e  name  stands  for  what  is  best  and  noblest  in  manhood. 

Joel  E.  Hartnian  was  horn  nn  Octotjer  3.  1843.  in  i.elnijh  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  son  of  Abram  and  Catherine  f  Ru>;sell)  Hartman.  Abrain  Hart- 
man,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  migrated  in  young  manhcMxl  to 
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Ohio,  and  from  that  state  came  to  DeKalb  county  in  1847.  On  arriving  here 

he  bought  eighty  acres  of  femd  in  Union  townshhi.  1  ,  whicli  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention and  also  gave  some  of  his  time  in  church  work,  heiiig  a  local  preaclier 
in  the  Methodi-^t  cliitich.  He  was  active  up  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  August.  187^^,  on  his  farm  three  miles  x^est  of  Anlnini.  He  was 
the  father  of  seven  children.  The  eldest.  ma,  was  a  iliiUl  in  a  former  mar- 
riage and  lives  in  Ashley,  Indiana.  The  other  children  horn  by  his  union  with 
Catherine  Rtiss^ell  were  as  follows:  Aaron,  who  is  married  and  has  four 
children,  lives  on  a  farm  close  to  Sedan.  Indiana:  John,  who  is  night  watch- 
man at  the  Pxkhart  Auto  Manufacturiuj,'  fompany.  Aulnini,  Indiana., is  mar- 
ried and  has  six  daugluers ;  the  other  children,  beside-^  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  are  all  deceased,  namely :    \\  esley,  Priscilla  and  Calvin. 

Joe!  li.  ilartman  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and  secured  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1864  lie  was  diafted  at  KendalK  ille. 
Imliana,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Fifty-third  Regiment.  Indiana  Vohuiteer 
Infantry,  under  Captain  Kingston,  the  command  being  assigned  to  (icneral 
Sherman's  army.  Mr.  Hartman  took  part  in  many  of  the  most  important 
campaigns  of  the  war.  being  in  thirteen  different  states/  siient  two  weeks  in 
doing  garrison  duty  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  was  transported  from  Charleston, 
X'^irginia,  to  Moorehead  City,  South  Carolina,  meeting  (leneral  Sherman  at 
the  coast.  Tits  romniand  fontrht  at  Kingston,  Mourehead  City  and  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  and  also  look  part  in  the  sc\eial  engagements  against  (len- 
eral Johnson.  His  military  record  was  an  excellent  one  in  every  resijeci  and 
he  was  honorably  mustered  <mt  at  Washitigton.  D.  C,  in  June,  1865.  After 
his  discharge  from  military  service  Mr.  Hartman  returned  to  DeKalb  county 
and  settled  on  his  present  homestead  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Smithfield  tow  nship,  which  he  has  improved  in  many  respects  until  now  it  is 
one  of  the  ^cst  farms  in  the  township.  The  Imildings  are  all  sulwtantial  in 
character,  the  large,  roomy,  motlern  liarn.  erected  in  i8t;2.  being  one  of  its 
features.  He  iake<  great  pride  in  his  farm  and  li\e  <tock  and  has  achieved  a 
sjilendid  success  m  hi^  vocatitMi.  The  residence,  which  is  attractive  and  con- 
veniently arranged,  is  provided  witii  many  modem  acce^ories  and,  taken  as  a 
whole,  the  farm  is  a  credit  to  Smithfield  township.  In  T911  Mr.  Hartman 
purdiased  eighty  acres  of  land  across  the  road  from  his  present  homestead, 
on  which  his  daughter.  Mertie.  now  lives. 

On  Octolier  5,  1863.  Mt.  Hailman  was  married  at  .'\ubnrn,  Indiana,  to 
Sarah  Ciushwa.  the  daughter  of  Pltilip  ntid  Mary  (Moore)  Gushwa.  Mr. 
Gushwa,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  moved  to  DeKalb  county  in  1835,  locat- 
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tn<,^  '  ti  a  farm  tui»  miles  luinli  nf  Cnriinna.  Indiana,  where  he  ac(|uirc  i  llie 
fwmrship  of  one  huntlrc<l  ami  sixty  acres  of  lan<l.  This  land,  which  v\a> 
bouglu  at  a  cheap  price,  was  densely  covered  with  timber,  tnu.st  of  which  Mr. 
Gushwa  cleared  from  the  land  and  put  the  soil  in  excellent  condiHtm  tor  cuUi- 
vation.  In  1873  he  sold  forty  acres  off  the  side  of  the  farm  to  his  wife's 
eldest  brother.  Jacob.  He  gave  his  active  years  to  the  cultivation  of  this  fami 
and  died  there  in  the  fall  of  18SX.  His  w  ife.  who  also  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
accompanied  her  husband  on  their  lonij.  tires«)me  jonrney  h\  uaj^on  and  ox- 
team  t'.  their  new  honie  and  here  she  prrtsed  a  true  helpmeet  to  her  hushind. 
assisting  hnii  ni  his  wnik  atid  rncniHa|(ing  tiim  hv  lier  counvel.  and  li\  her 
life  in  the  community  she  l)ccame  tK'loved  hy  all  wh*)  knew  her.  Her  death 
occurred  on  the  old  homestead  in  tlie  fall  of  1892.  To  them  were  lioni  ten 
children,  all  of  whom  were  bom  in  Ohio,  with  the  excqition  of  the  youngest. 
One  of  these  children  died  in  infancy  and  of  the  others,  six  are  now  deceased. 
Jacob,  Elizalieth.  John.  Susan,  Philip  and  Benjamin.  The  three  living  are 
Jitnathan.  who  is  an  old  soldier  a»id  lives  at  ("ontntin.  and  who  is  marrie<l  and 
has  two  children.  L  harles  and  Ivlwaul;  .Mary  Ann  Hu  uife  of  David  Lihy.  a 
farmer  at  \\akaru^;i.  Iiuliana.  and  who  was  a  s^ildier  m  the  Civil  war.  havins,' 
^trved  three  years.  I  hey  have  live  children,  three  sons  and  two  tlaiighter.-.. 
All  of  Mrs.  I iartman's  brothers  were  veterans  ol  the  Civil  war. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  iiartman  have  been  born  eight  children:  On^heus:  Delia. 
<lccea»'ed:  William,  R;!ra.  Mary  Catherine.  Mertie.  Knierv  and  \'esta-  Of 
these.  Orpheus,  who  is  niarried  and  is  o|)erating  a  farm  at  Maurice.  M  icbigan, 
is  the  father  of  sev  t  ii  children,  four  sims  and  three  daughti  r>  .  William,  who 
als(j  iN  married,  lives  on  a  favni  in  l-riirfield  township.  DeKath  cnunty.  anil 
has  f«nir  sons:  l^zra.  who  remani>  nnm.irried.  lives  at  home  with  hi-^  [Kirents: 
Mary  Catherine  i'^  the  wife  of  KohiTt  l.ockhait.  who  i>  !ei)resented  ei'^ewheie 
in  this  work,  and  they  have  live  children,  three  sons  and  tw  *)  daughters ; 
Mertie  is  the  wife  of  Sherman  Porter,  a  farmer,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  atl- 
joining  her  father's  luimestead :  Emery  is  a  Methotlist  minister  at  Kvanston. 
Illinois.  He  is  niarried.  but  has  no  children:  Vesta  is  the  wife  of  Karl 
HuKhe>,  a  fanner  in  .Stenl)en  count v  ,  this  state,  and  they  have  one  cliihi.  a  M»n. 

T't>litically.  Mr.  Hartman  is  a  Repuhlican  in  his  views,  hut  he  has  In-eii 
loo  hiisv  a  man  to  ilevote  to  iniMic  afTnirv.  afth'Miirh  at  all  time-  givinjL;  hi> 
support  to  ev  erv  movement  whu  h  promises  lo  beiietii  ihc  C' nnnr.Miitv  in  atiy 
way.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  .Metluwlist  Rpi.scopal  chmch.  to  the 
Mipport  of  which  he  contribiites  lilierally  of  his  means.  Quiet  and  unassum- 
ing in  his  attitude,  he  has  earned  by  his  earnest  and  consistent  life  the  warm 
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regard  of  all  who  know  him.  Methodical  in  business,  strict  in  his  convictions 
as  to  right  and  wrong,  genial  and  conipaiu'onahle.  he  has  earned  the  high 
standing  which  he  eTii<<ys  and  is  rightfully  numbered  among  the  representative 
men  of  this  section  of  the  county. 


EDWm  ERWIN. 

Edwin  Krwin.  one  of  the  substantial  lanm  rs  and  [iiu^rcsNive  citi/.eii^  ui 
Smithheld  township.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  was  born  on  November  8, 
1838,  in  Stark  count} .  Ohio.  Later  he  moved  to  Henry  county,  that  state, 
and  from  thence  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  1853,  in  company  with 
his  parents,  who  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  near  Waterloo,  this  county.  Not 
an  inch  of  this  land  had  been  cleared,  the  only  improvements  l»ein},'  a  I 
hoii'^f'  r\U(]  barn,  ami  hero  they  lived  alxuit  three  years,  when  the  father  tradetl 
the  farm  for  a  store  in  l^niontown,  Indiana.  He  o|K*raied  thi<  store  sncces.s- 
ftilly  for  three  vears  and  ihcu  tradtd  it  tor  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  n(»rth  of 
\\  atei  loo.  lulwin  i'lrwin  worked  on  different  tarms  in  this  county,  and  event- 
ually bought  the  farm  of  sixty  acres  from  his  father.  William  Erwin,  and 
kept  the  same,  for  two  years,  finally  selling  it  to  Jacob  Shuman.  He  then 
bought  forty-seven  acres  of  land  in  section  16,  Smithtield  township,  to  which 

he  s'litic  time  later  added  forty  acres  more.  The  orijjinal  forty-seven  acre.s 
was  largely  covere<l  with  titnl)er,  which  he  cleared  from  the  land  and  then 
erected  a  nntnlK-r  of  <,'fntf!,  ]H'nnanent  farm  iMiildinsis.  l  ie  moved  on  to  this 
farfii  in  iSHj^.  atid  about  tlinc  year«  later  inu\e<l  to  the  forty  acres  adjoining, 
on  w  bich  be  now  lives  anil  wiiicli  he  has  successfully  cultivated,  it  being  now 
considered  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  Sniithfield  township. 

In  1868  Mr.  Erwin  married  Eiixaheth  Mc?'ntarflFer.  who  was  born  on 
October  30.  1844.  in  DeKalb  county,  the  daughter  of  -  Micliael  and  Anna 
Mary  (Hamman)  McFntarffer.  who  emigrated  froni  Stark  cmmty,  Ohio. 
She  has  •<j)ent  her  life  on  the  farm,  assisting  in  the  impro',  eivent and  -.ip- 
building  of  the  same.  They  have  liecome  the  T'arcn1<  of  >r\cn  children: 
I.oftie:  Allison,  deceased:  Arthur.  Mina.  Maude,  i  huina^  arid  Hyrd.  Of 
these.  I.ottie  is  married:  Arthur  is  married  and  farni.s  the  btmic  place,  which 
the  subject  has  rented  to  him;  he  is  the  father  of  two  children.  Chartes  and 
Minnie:  Allison  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years:  Mina  became  the  wife  of  Tra 
Bachtel.  a  fanner  near  Waterloo,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  "Rhea 
and  Mildrect :  Maude  l)ccame  the  wife  of  Lewis  Ritter.  a  farmer  in  Steuben 
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cuuiily.  this  statf.  and  the)  have  two  children,  Marcchi-  and  Irene;  Thomas 
lives  at  home  with  hi-?  jiareiUh  and  1-  nninarned;  Beriif  iKxaine  the  wife  oi 
Garry  Kilter,  of  Muntpelier,  Ohiu.  and  they  have  luo  children,  Gerald  and 
Velma. 

Politically  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  during  the  major  part  of  his 
life  been  an  adherent  of  the  RqHiUican  party,  but  it  now  independent  in 

jxihtics.  especially  in  h>cal  ali'airs.  He  -erved  as  a  meinlKT  of  the  advisory 
board  of  the  township  for  eight  years,  and  is  still  influential  in  hx-al  ailairs. 
Keh'£iiou>ly.  he  is  not  now  n  inemher  of  any  chnrch,  ihoujih  he  j,'ivcs  his  sup- 
l)oi  t  to  e\ery  moral  <p!estion  ht-fore  tlie  ]»eni»le.  Sociallv .  he  is  a  mcmher  of 
ihe  (iiaiul  Arnu  oi  tiie  l<epu!)|ic  po.sl  ai  \\  airrloo.  ilrs  iiicmhci >hii>  Iieinji; 
liarticularly  consonant  from  the  fact  that  in  Scpteniixr,  1861.  he  enlisted  as  a 
niemtier  of  the  Second  Regiment  Indiana  Cavalry  at  old  Camp  Mort«m.  In* 
dianapolin.  Indiana,  under  CoUmel  nridgelaml.  His  regiment  went  out  as  an 
independent  command,  furnishing  its  own  horses  and  guns,  but  later  an  order 
was  i>sned  that  no  independent  ii'i^inients  were  allowed  by  the  government, 
ami  the  liorse  and  jiiins  were  >old  to  tlie  government  and  the  men  went  ont  as 
a  \  >)lnnl('r>-  rf;^imnit.  Mr.  I'rwin  ser\ed  over  three  years,  and  was  mu^lired 
out  in  (kii>l)er.  iS^4,  at  Indianapulis.  lie  saw  much  active  service,  takinj^ 
part  in  a  number  of  the  most  important  battles  of  thai  war.  and  attaincil  to  a 
hij^h  |ilace  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  comrades  l>ecause  cif  his  faithfulnes.s 
and  courage  in  battle.  (Hiiet  and  unassuming  in  his  disposition.  Mr.  Erwin  w 
well  liked  by  his  neiglibors  an<l  exerts  a  1)eneficent  influence  un  everything  with 
which  be  is  connected. 


CHARLKS  S.  ARFORD. 

It  is  proper  to  judge  of  the  success  and  the  status  of  a  man's  life  b>-  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  They  see  him  at  his 
work,  in  his  family  circle,  at  his  devotions,  ohser\  e  the  outcome  of  his  code  of 
morals.  witne?s  how  he  conduct':  himself  ui  all  the  relations  of  society  and 
civilization,  and  thus  Ixcrnnc  comyjetent  to  juUi^e  of  his  merits  and  elements. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  brief  biography  has 
spent  many  long  years  of  toil  and  association  with  the  people  of  this  com- 
mtmtty,  and  on  aoootmt  of  his  worth  of  character,  his  earnest  work  for  the 
uplift  of  his  fellow  men  and  hts  broad  sympathy  and  generosity,  nothing  but 
good  report  is  heard  of  him. 
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Charks  S.  Arford  was  born  July  9,  185M.  in  Stafford  lounshij).  lk-K:ill» 
coiiiity.  liKliana,  the  ■<on  '*t  Rr->ln'rl  an<!  Mnr";»ret  (  W'ynicr  )  ,\rf(>r<l  Vhe 
father  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania  on  Marcii  ^7,  1828,  and  died  uii  January  jy. 
1906,  while, his  wife,  whg  was  horn  hi  Ohio  on  April  15,  18 '7.  died  im March 
27,  1890.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Cyrus  S..  l)orn 
Septvniber  18.  1851,  died  S^eptemljcr  iR.  1854;  Mary  K„  born  July  7.  1853, 
who  married  Gideon  V.  Maiklin  aiul  lives  in  IHorida:  Mattel  C.  born  March 
2.  185(1.  i>iarricd  Adam  II.  'I'instritan  and  rf>idcs  al  Haiiiilt' Indiana; 
\\''nfn"1d  \\  ..  '.. 'Vti  l''rU'  iinrv  '1.  i^;.'''.  dif.!  I'fbmar)  7.  1S58;  Cbarles  S..  tlu' 
subject  of  tins  skeleh :  C-yrenc  A..  b<>rn  Nnvcnilu-r  22.  l8f)i.  died  April  ^2. 
1871  ;  Klnier  S..  born  September  2y,  18(17,  dietl  May  24,  1871. 

The  early  education  of  the  subject  was  ^ined  in  the  common  sch<M>1s  of 
DeKalb  county,  in  Stafford  and  Troy  townships,  this  heing  supplemented  by 
two  years'  study  in  the  Butler  high  school.  After  completing  his  school  work 
he  took  up  aL:rir.iitnre  and  \\a>  a  valtiahle  aj^sistant  to  his  father  on  the  home 
place  until  he  reached  the  atre  of  twenty-five. 

On  I"Hiruary  19.  1885;,  C'harlc«  S.  \rf<ird  wa<  married  (o  Susan  L. 
Sliadt.  llu-  <ian>^hter  of  Sanuiel  ajid  Ann  i  Stecklcy  >  .'^liaik.  lli-r  father.  wht» 
was  born  in  Xcw  York  state  on  Au|;u>t  23,  1820.  died  on  March  8.  i88(>. 
Her  mother  was  bom  in  Ontario.  Canada,  on  IXIarch  31.  T832.  and  died  on 
May  10,  1898.  Th^  moved  from  Ohio  to  DeKalb  county  in  1865,  settling  in 
Richland  township.  To  the  subject  and  wife  has  been  bom  one  child.  Mil- 
dred v.,  the  date  of  whose  birth  was  May  25.  r<K)2. 

For  seven  year';  after  the  subject's  tnarria{.;e  he  rented  lii-  father's  farm 
and  Yvrv  surcessfnllv  cultivated  the  home  plruH',  after  nliuli  inr.c  h.v  !n''i<jfht 
the  -]iKn(lid  land  on  which  he  now  resi(k>.  cou>islinj»  ot  one  Innuhe*!  and 
thirty-two  acres.  Here  he  has  a  comfortable  lioinc  and  good  outbuildings., 
his  up-to-date  and  |)rogre.ssive  methoils  of  tilling' the  soil  having  brought  him 
a  good  competenqr. 

The  Republican  |>arty  has  received  the  subject's  suffrage  and  active 
support,  and  Ik  h:\<  Ixen  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  by  election  to  several 
respnnsilile  i 'Hiccs  in  the  county.  In  \<)oo  he  was  selected  as  assessor  for  his 
towiishi]).  hi'-  term  of  office  extending-  over  the  pcri'ftl  of  fnnr  \  ears.  Again, 
in  igio.  lie  was  electe<l  a  menil)er  df  the  ci»unty  council,  u  liich  t><».iiion  he  still 
holds.  Mr.  Arford  ha.s  lor  a  numl>er  of  years  U-cn  an  active  member  of  ilie 
Unitetl  Brethren  in  Christ  church,  ImvHIng  been  elected  a  delegate  to  the  gen- 
eral conference  of  that  religious  organization  which  was  held  at  Canton. 
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Ohio,  in  May,  1909,  and  having  been  a  trustee  of  the  Big  Run  church  con^ 
tinuoiisly  since  twenty-one  years  ago.    He  has  served  as  superintendent  of 

Big  I\iin  Sunday  school  for  eight  yenrs 

Starting  in  hfe  with  n  goixl  echKatum,  Mr.  Arford  has  been  a  closr  ob- 
server of  men  and  melhtKls,  and  his  extensive  travels,  from  coast  t'.  coast, 
eaihracmg  three-fourths  of  the  i>tates  and  ("anada,  have  given  him  a  view- 
point in  the  affairs  of  life  which  could  not  he  gathered  from  mere  book  study. 
The  mere  fact  that,  after  seeing  so  much  of  this  country,  he  should  be  content 
to  settle  down  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  here,  speaks  well  for  the 
county  of  DeKalb.  He  is  a  member  of  Wilmington  Grange  No. 
Patrons  of  Husbandry. 


THOMAS  HAM  MAX. 

The  uccn|)ati(m  of  fninilng.  to  which  the  major  part      the  busine>>  htc 

of  'i  lioina>-  Ilaninian,  om-  of  ihc  wcH  known  and  ])oinil:ir  liti/.t-ns  of  Di  KaTti 
conm\.  lias  U-cn  <li'\«ited.  i-  the  olt'r-l  ixnsiiii  t>ir  a  livelihood  of  niankin  i 
aiul  iIk-  ouf  in  !>icli  he  will  e\  tr  l>c  llic  \\m><\  indqii, n<lent.  Mis  naiiu-  iia- 
Unxii  l.ceii  in»cpara!;ly  tonnetled  with  the  j^cneral  j;ro\\tli  i»f  DeKalb  cmuity. 
of  which  he  is  a  native  and  where,  in  fact,  lie  has  spciit  mosi  of  his  life. 
While  |)ninarily  atteiKting  to  his  own  varied  interests,  his  life  has  Iteen  largely 
'  <1evoled  tt>  hi-*  fellow  man,  having  Iwcn  untirins;  in  his  efforts  t<i  inspire  a 
pro|H'r  resiHTCt  for  law  and  order  and  ready  nt  all  times  to  u|>lift  humanity 
alonu  civic  ami  s<Kijil  line>> 

'rh<iira<  I  iaiiMiian.  a  ])nMii-^|tirit<'(l  citizen  and  a  .:r(  -si\ ^  ami  - 
ce'«^tr!  farmer  ni  Snni!ihel«!  town^hi|i.  I 'eKalli  t  <>iinl\  .  wa>  Ix  rn  on  July  i':. 
iS'.n.  oil  till-  oM  lionit  place  in  this  toun'-lup.  and  i-  the  si>n  oi  rhoin.i>  and 
l-.hzaticth  (Schnkr)  ilanmi:m.  The  siihject's  father  wa.«  lx>ni  in  Osnalnirg 
township.  Stark  coimiy.  Ohio,  on  April  1 1,  i8_»3.  and  his  death  occurred  on 
August  8.  1H97.  !»t  »S«  seventy-four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1847  he 
•came  to  section  16.  Smithfield  township.  DeK'alh  coinu\.  Indiatia.  wlicre  he 
iK'cat  u-  a  ^ncces>fnl  tanner  and  nl.  r;iiser.  At  the  tinte  he  entereii  n]»on 
this  land  it  wa-  heav  ily  iitnliere<l.  :mmI  tfir  full,  w  itii,^  vcar  he  l^etrnn  clearini,' 
the  same,  the  succeedini:  rears  la-nig  cliai aclci  ued  by  tod  of  the  iim-i  strenu 
Oils  character  but  evenui.illy  the  fruits  of  his  lalK)rs  were  apparent  ami  the 
farm  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  l>cst  in  the  kxaKtv.  The  year  he  en- 
tered upon  the  land  he  began  the  erection  of  a  dwelling,  which  he  finished  in 
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1849  and  which  was  tlie  first  frame  house  in  Sniithfieid  township. .  It  was 
«ig^teen  by  thirty  feet  in  size,  with  thirteen- foot  posts.  During  the  first  six 
years  Mr.  Hamman  cleared  sixty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  and  chopped 
the  timber  from  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  In  1H64  he  luiiU  a  barn 
€ighty-five  by  forty-two  feet  in  size,  which  for  a  h>u'^  time  was  the  best  in  the 
township.  The  bnildini^s  w  vrv  of  unnsnally  <rhvtant'ril  and  pcrnianenl  char- 
acter, and  lu-  was  recn>^nized  in  all  departments  01  his  work  as  a'»<ive  the 
average  in  excellence,  in  1850  he  married  I'lizabeth  .Shinier.  uli<>  was  a 
native  of  Yfwk  coimty.  Pennsylvania,  and  who  came  with  her  steiifatlier, 
Adsnn  Hoo<l.  to  DeKalb  county  in  early  d;iy>.  He  was  the  father  of  nine 
children,  John.  Henry,  Caroline,  Thomas.  Simon.  Samuel.  Eliza  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Hamman  tiecamc  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  when  twenty  years  of  ai^e.  and  maintained  his  interest  in  religious 
matters  throujjhout  his  matme  life,  lie  was  a  noble  man  in  his  motives  and 
actions,  and  tbrtir^'h  hi>  jH-rsistence.  industry  and  wise  nnTiayetrt-nf  nf 
affairs  he  w.is  eii.ihktl  to  accnmnl.Ue  a  tine  proijerly.  lie  ua>  a  l.titliinl  liu>^ 
band,  a  kind  father,  accommodating  neighlKir  and  eiijoyetl  the  confidence  and 
res|)ect  of  all  who  knew  htni.  Mis  wife  was  Itorn  in  York  county.  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1823,  and  die<l  at  the  old  home  farm  in  this  county  on  .\pi  il  4.  lyoi. 
at  the  age  of  seventy -eight  years.  She  moved  itj  DeKalb  ccnuit)'  in  1842,  and 
here  was  a  consistetn  member  of  tlu*  Refornied  church,  to  which  she  gave 
stanch  and  f.ihlifnl  allcqiance  tlironL;lioiit  Ium  life. 

1  lb  ni,i>  Ihunmaii  was  reared  on  the  oM  I'arnistead.  ^ecnriut;  his  ednca- 
liwii  1)1  ilie  common  st  bools  of  the  loe  dit\,  .and  ftom  an  earlv  a},'e  de\  <«ted  lii> 
labors  to  the  farm,  in  ihc  .si»rini;  of  1^X87  he  left  lionie  and  li\ed  on  a  farm 
one-half  mile  south  of  the  hr>me  place  and  which  was  (iwned  by  bis  father. 
Two  years  later  this  tract  was  deeded  to  him  bv  his  father,  and  he  retnained 
there  .seven  years  longer,  at  the  etui  of  which  time  he  sold  the  place  to  Joseph 
Hold,  and  then  bought  ei|.:lu\  acie--  -oiith  of  the  h»>me  place,  win k  '  >  lived 
one  ati«l  une-half  \i;>i-  lie  pl.iced  ihi-  ir.act  in  f^^ood  c  >nditioii  hy  dr.ainini^ 
and  tilinir  the  "-oil  and  btiiblinij  s^ood  fences,  anti  eventually  trade!  this  tract 
for  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres  of  lan<l  about  >ine  and  one  half  mile>>  ue-t  of 
the  home  place  where  he  now  lives,  ami  on  to  which  he  mo\ed  in  iSqd.  At 
that  time  it  was  in  a  very  roi^  ami  tminviting  conditicm.  the  buiblings  lieing 
]xior  and  in  other  ways  run  down.  In  i88()  Mr:  Hamman  built  a  splendid 
residence  and  in  1903  a  large  and  well  arranged  barn,  the  old  barn  Ijeing  re- 
modeled into  a  sheep  barn,  and  the  old  residence  that  wa.s  on  the  place  was 
turned  into  a  hog  bam.  The  farm  is  now  generally  recognizefl  as  one  of  the 
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bcsl  ill  tiic  lt.\vii>h)p.  )l>  piCMiil  C'Hiilili'ia  liciii.i;  .-.ccarcil  ii\  \\w  ^u!>jccr>  haul 
work  and  carcftil  attention  to  every  (k*tail  of  its  tiianaf^cnient.  Tt  has  heen 
very  extensively  tiknl,  one  i1el<l  havinji;  over  three  tlumsaml  tiles. 

On  Ootolier  14.  18S6,  TlKiinas  llamman  was  married  it>  Mary  (.  harl«»tie 
Erwin,  the  daughter  of  Edwarrl  and  Eliza  ( McKntarifer)  Er\vin»  who  are 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  wt  rk.  Tu  [\u<  union  h\w  Keen  Iwirn  two  tliil- 
(Iron.  ('Iil<K'.  wh><  i>  the  \\if»-  t  "Ic.  rliniil  i  icttv.  i.f  I  ji*  ivaiij^i'  i.oniit\.  Jn 
(liana,  aixl  I)is-.if.  tlic  wife  of  fiaul)H.ri  (jeaty.  ot  StnitlitieUl  township,  this 
cumit'.  .  aiiil  tliey  lia\<'  kuc  child,  h'la. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hanminn  is  an  e.'rnot  "iupporter  of  ilit  1  )emoeraiic 
i);ir)  s .  though  he  has  Unjn  Um  hiisy  in  his  private  affairs  to  niiuffU'  niiich  in 
ixilitics.  l  ie  is  well  liked  thro«j;ln»iU  the  conntwnity.  and.  thnnf>;h  a  tjiiiet  and 
unasstmiinj;  man,  he  is  projfrcssive  in  his  methods  and  has  earned  the  cnnii- 
dence  whieh  is  generally  l)estowed  in  him. 


R.  A.  TRIIM.KTT. 

The  history  of  him  whi'^c  name  h«-a<N  ihi'-  -ketch  i»  c-l<»>.e!\  identities 
with  tlu"  hi>ti>r\  <if  I)eKalh  conmy.  Iiidiaiia.  w  hWli  lia>  lony  ]»een  hi-  home 
He  he^'aii  his  carter  in  this  I<K."aiitv,  and  ilir< 'n;.ili"iil  tlie  >-nh>>e(|neiu  year-  he 
has  heet!  cl«>se!y  allied  with  its  interests  ami  u|»l>uil(hni;.  Mis  lite  ha-  heen  i*iie 
of  untirin.i(  acti\  u\  and  has  lieen  erowned  with  a  (lej^ree  of  siicecss  commen- 
surate with  his  efforts.  He  is  of  the  hijjhcst  type  of  i»roj{ressive  eilizeti  and 
none  more  than  he  deserves  a.  fitting  rcettgnition  atn^unK  those  whose  enter- 
prise ami  ahility  liavt-  aehieveii  resnlt*  that  have  awakt  tu  d  the  admiration  01 
those  w  it"  kiMw  litem,  'i'lu-  enii-e  I'f  humanity  iu\er  '  ;  d  s  truer  trieiul  than 
Mr.  Tripiett.  aii<l  in  ail  tin-  relrition-  of  life  f.iimlv.  eluirch.  -tate  and  -<K'iet\ 
—  he  ha-  di-i)laNed  th:;t  ei>n-i-tenl  (  Ini-tl;in  -pint,  thai  natnial  unrih,  iliat  iia- 
v'lidcated  him  lo  ail  cia»c>.  liis  iiile.i.;ril\  and  fidelity  lia\  e  i>ceii  iiiaiii  tested 
in  every  relation  of  life,  an  example  which  has  l»eeii  an  inspiration  to  otiiers, 
and  his  influence  has  lieen  felt  in  the  contTnunity  Ivmored  hy  his  citizenship. 

R.  .\.  Triplett.  <me  of  the  liest  known  citizens  of  Kichland  township,  is  a 
native  of  the  county  in  uiiieli  iie  now  lives,  and  wan  Imm  on  July  j;.  1H67. 
He  is  a  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Sarah  (Owens)  Tripleit,  l>«)th  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ohio.  Charlc-  11  TripUit  was  one  of  the  ("nst  -ettler<  <  4'  DeKaih 
county,  having  come  here  in  1849     childhood,  his  birth  having  occurretl  on 
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February  14,  1844.  He  reimhu'd  in  DeKalh  couiuy  aigag<Kl  in  farminij^ 
until  (Xm  ' '  ;  .  .   iSitj,  when  hv         1  >  iiidi.ni.  iif  li-  nt  llic  a^c  of  eighteen 

vcar>,  and  cniisicil  u>  ;i  nri^atc  in  ilir  l  u i^ntv-thinl  i '.;iiti  r\ .  whiili  was  as- 
-ij^iu-d  t"  llii'  Srt  -i:d  Ilii-  Mlc.  I  I, ml  !)u  i-iiin.  .iiiii  in  llu-  f  ill  -if  i,S(>_^  tic 
was  confined  t<>r  si-ver.d  uccks  in  the  lu)^l)ital  al  lndianaiM)lis,  He  was,  when 
uLilf.  .i>.>ijiiu'd  III  it-ra,:,,*.'  uv,{\.  bul  *'n  accoiinl  disJulily  Ik-  uas  ^luu  an 
hunurabtc  discharj,'^  011  July  _».  i8f>5.  While  in  the  Held  he  took  part  in  some 
of  the  most  hotly  contested  Isattles  in  which  tlie  armies  of  the  South  were 
cnjja^cd.  beiiij;  in  the  Iwttles  of  Bu^tKard  Roost,  Resaca.  I')alla<».  Alt(M)na. 
Ktmsaw  Mountain,  Neucer  Creek,  siege  of  Atlanta,  Columbia,  Franklin, 
Xa-!iv  i!k-  .iitd  nniuri  ins  minor  en},'a>,'ements  and  skirniislics.  He  came  from 
>iiird\  |»aicntaui.  l  iv  jMuni-  iiin-j  Abraham  and  I'.liza  (Jndd)  riijjlctt, 
holh  i>)  u  1)1 /111  arc  nl  ■v^  dti  ca-cd. 

On  I'flnuarv  iN5'>.  .\h.  I  rnjlvU  \.a-  niarriiul  i.i  Sarah  (  )\m-ii>.  who 
was  tsorn  on  July  24.  iN-i-.  at  iUoonuiaU.  Scncia  ctutniy.  Oliio.  ilic  ilan;4liicr 
of  lulmumi  and  Lucy  ( Hea^cl)  ()\vi-«.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
chil<]ren.  Itllswortb  A..  Janies  \V.  and  Myron  1),  A  brother  oi  the  subject's 
father,  Joshua  Trifidett,  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  i^erving  as  a  private 
in  the  Twelfth  Michigan  Cavalry,  while  the  siihjeot  s  ijrandfather  was  a 
captain  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  a  ,^reat-uncle.  Charle>  'I'ripleit.  served  in 
the  uar  df  tSij.  ha\in.t4  \h-vu  \' .  o",  'rd  -i'  the  hatllc  of  \  >  .rkiow  n.  fioui  the 
effecl  of  wliich  his  death  occurred.  The  subject's  tnihtary  ancestral  history 
is  .-.till  further  nolewdrthy  froui  the  fad  that  his  great  f;rand father.  W'iiliaui 
Triplett.  served  in  the  Revi>lutionary  war.  wiiile  on  the  maternal  si<k*  his 
wife's  brother.  Jf>hn,  was  a  niemljer  of  the  One  Mumlretl  and  iMnty-Seecond 
Regiment  of  Indiana  Vohmteer  Infantry,  while  her  grandfathers  on  both 
ntaternal  an<l  j-aiernal  sides  were  veterans  of  the  war  of  18IJ.  Charles 
II.  Triplett's  tleaih  occurred  on  .April  5.  i()o;.  in  the  sixty-second  year  of 
his  aije  II'-  \<  •dew  .  v\  ho  iva-  '  <  irn  1  fid\  fSi',-".  m?  Slirk  crntii'.w  ( )hio, 
is  also  deceased,  i'or  many  years  this  worlliy  couple  hati  lued  jn^i  east  of 
i'edar  lake  in  SnnthlieUl  township,  DcKalh  county,  retinn};  from  active 
farm  labor  only  when  compdlftl  to  do  so  by  defective  eyesight.  They  were 
a  kind  and  generoits  couple,  who  enjoyed  at  all  times  the  resi)ect  of  all  who 
knew  them. 

E.  A.  Triplet!  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  DeKalb 
rmmty,  anrl  during  his  earlier  years  followed  farmins;.  and  at  that  time 

became  settled  i?!  his  roinirtiim  tliat  th  •  hnsic  art  of  a;.^'riLiiltnre  afforde<l  not 
only  a  sure  income,  bul  an  independence  which  could  not  he  founil  in  anv 
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Other  vocation.  Tiicrcfore.  be  wisely  cdiichwied  to  make  this  his  lite  work 
and  has  been  eminently  successful  in  this  pursuit.  He  is  now  residing: 
on  bis  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acrtrs  hi  Richland  townshii).  where 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  scmik-  ^i    .  raising;,  and  where  be  has  a 

pleasant  and  altracli\  e  residence,  substantial  and  weU  arrantjed  bams  and  out- 
l)iiil<!ini:-,  .'.ml  u In rr  he  <Mi'<t\-  litr  ri-  <>nly  a  •^itrcc-»sliii  lanner  can  aiul  In 
a  degree  which  the  city  resitietu  cannot  tnll\  appreciate. 

On  July  iS.S(),  Mr.  Triplctt  niarricil  Annie  K..  the  daughter  tx"  tf>hn 
Kincluirt  and  Marj,'aret  i,  I  'arii  Kinehart.  Her  father  was  lx>m  in  (iertuaiiy 
on  Marcit  and  died  <in  May  4,  1888,  while  his  wife,  who  also  was 

born  in  (lennany  <in  June  i8jc),  died  on  March  9.1907.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Triplelt  have  been  born  three  children:  Orville,  l)orn  Septeniljer  13.  i8<)i. 
died  on  Anjjusi  in.  li^,/:  Hugh  I..,  luirn  April  2t>,  ifty,  and  Orlena.  born 
I'ebriiary  jo.  iS!.): 

roiitic'ilK .  Mr.  TiijiiiH  iM>.  IV  111-  (.•^lur-i  -itpixiH  tin.'  I  )i-nii  >ci  alic 
part\.  wlnii',  rcli^ii 'ii-lr  .  he  at' !lialc<i  "Ii  the  I  iiit  il  Hirtlinii  clinr'  'i.  ni 
w hieh  he  I'.a.'^  liecii  a  cuusi-tciil  and  a  li  1.  nx-uilier  f"i  ni  in;.  )car-.  Mr.  I'np- 
lett  luis  lieen  successful  financially,  and  is  today  numbered  among  tbc  well-to- 
do  men  and  representative  cittxens  of  the  conmumity  in  which  he  resides.  I  le 
is  cnteri>risinj;  in  all  thv  term  implies  and  public-siWritcd,  tentling  his  aiil  and 
inHitcnce  ti»  r'tirilu-r  a!'  a  1  nrr>  to"  the  t^eiieral  welfare,  no  worthy  project 
ever  appealint^  to  liini  in  vr.in.  lie  i>  a  c!o-.«  1  r\i  r  of  cnrrent  ])n1>h"c  l-\ t-iit^. 
and  ha-^  intelli!^[ent.  u ell-ilelnicd  \  ieu  s  r'  latr.  r  1m  .ill  -inn*  r  M;trrr-t  iM-forc 
the  people.  A  gentleman  of  strict  integruy,  he  is  lit-id  in  high  esit-ern  by  all 
who  know  hini.  and  the  conlulence  uhidi  he  conmiaiids  has  ]>een  fairly  and 
bunorahly  earned. 


ROBKRT  \VI1.I.IA.\I  l.tirKMART. 

The  visitor  to  tile  higlily  iniprovcil  farm  of  tins  ,-;enlleinan.  ui  Snnthlicld 
township,  linds  it  difficuh  to  realize  its  former  state  atnl  the  many  bard  stn>kes 
necessary  to  bring  it  to  its  present  condition.  There  is  Httle  in  the  comnvxlious 
residence,  line  barns  atul  tnitlniildings.  cultivated  fields  and  lowing  herds  to 
stiggest  the  pioneer  periud,  hut  this  beatuiful  place  represents  a  link  in  that 
remarkable  ev«>lution  wliich,  in  the  hfetnne  oi  men  still  living,  has  converte<l 
Indiana  frtMn  a  *vil<|,-i ne>s  to  a  ><inili!ig  garden. 

Robert  William  l.ockhart  was  l»orn  «>ii  .Nuveniher  jX.  in  the  U-auii- 
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ful  city  of  Crawfordsvitlc,  Muin^^unieni'  county,  huliana.  nnci  i$  the  son  of 
WiHiam  C.  and  Mary  Elizaljcth  (Hickux)  Luckhart.  William  M.  I.ftckliart 
was  born  on  May  27.  iS,vt.  at  Troy,  Richland  county.  Ohi^J.  a  son  of  Juuies 
and  Jane  l^ockhaii.  James  Lock  hart  \\a>  a  naivf  nf  couiiiy  'rvtoiie,  Itclnnd, 
aiirl  wa-^  a  '■"n  if  W'illiaiu  and  Mary  Ann  1  Mcl.aK'ni  l.ockliart.  lainc-.  \\a> 
Ifl't  an  orplian  in  iniatuy  an<I  Itarncd  (Ik-  tia«Ii-  ot"  n  lintii  \vi-:i\L-r.  At  ihc 
age  uf  iwtnty-l'uc  lu-  vmij^ralnl  {<*  AniiTiai.  localini^  in  I 'ciiii--yl\ ania.  where 
lie  workfil  h>r  >c\eial  yeai  ^  ami  li  en  U  irned  the  Uade  of  a  ili>uller.  I  ie  was 
intensely  loyal  to  his  adapted  country  in  her  hour  of  nee<l.  Iieinj;  a  stronj; 
porter  of  the  I'nion  ami  the  Constitution.  In  1K56  janies  and  Jane  (Mc- 
Bride)  Lockhart  came  to  Smithlield  to\vnshi|><  DeKalh  county.  Iirin^ini;  with 
them  their  William  C.  TIh»  latter  had  ir.>in  cMily  thildhond  until  his 
majority  livnl  in  l.«-\MiL:t"n.  (  )W]<>.  ulurr  I'allier.  iln-T^j  the  ili>h meviv  <ir 
a  partner.  iHianie  liank'npt.  W'ilhaui  I  .  an<l  h\>  linnher  nohly  (U'lerininc<l 
to  jiav  the  t"ather'<  dc-hts  aiul  this  (hey  (hd.  ihonijli  it  niean(  treineinioii>  <.  \cr- 
lion  and  nnloUl  h:trd>hi|»>.  11k-  linaneial  eomlitioii  of  the  laniily  iiUcMere.l 
with  the  edncaiion'ot  the  iKiys.  who  receivecl  verj*  little  scl«M>liu;ir,  William  C. 
J.ockliart  was  a  soldier  for  the  I'nion  duriuj;  the  Civil  war,  where  he  was 
severely  wounded  and  was  dischnrj<;ed  from  thi'  service  l)ecause  of  physical 
disahility  after  alxnit  lititrn  nmntlis*  service.  In  iSf;4  he  iirirrie*!  I'.lizalieth 
S|)encer  a!  Sale-' ille.  (  )l-.io.  In-r  I't  ath  occurring  in  ()i  ioii;r.  [Hdy.  On  May 
5.  Mr.  Lockhart  married  Mary  Eii/aheth  Hiekox.  ami  to  them  was 

horn,  on  N'oxA-nihtr  iSjj.  a  ^011.  (lie  iinnu-diate  suhiri't  ot  (hi-  sket*  !).  <  hi 
]"ehrnary  '».  1,^X4.  .\lar\  V,.  illiikox)  l.oikhart  died,  and  on  OctolK;r  17, 
1887,  Mr.  Lockhart  married  Julia  P.  (Hickox)  Osbom,  a  sister  of  his 
fonncr  wife-  Her  <Ieath  occurre»I  at  Waterkiii.  Ituliana.  i»n  Decemlier  16. 
i8i;i .  ami  tm  Jaiutary  4.  181J4,  he  married  Rlizalieth  Ames  Ansley.  After  re- 
covcrinfT  from  his  army  wounds.  Mr.  Lockhnrt  resumed  t)ic  hmilwr  business, 
in  wliieh  lie  had  liecn  engnji^d  liefore  the  war  and  was  i|ni(e  heavily  interested 
in  (hi<  hnsine>s  for  a  nnniher  of  years  In  DtiHiirln'r.  iSfx).  he  moved  to 
( "1  riw  t  ird>\ ille.  Indiana,  w  here  he  was  en.i;:af;ed  in  (he  sawmill  l)nsine>s.  an<l 
in  uhicii  iie  wris  very  ])ro>|H'rotis.  .>»>  that  jns(  prior  (o  the  |)aiiie  of  1^7.^  an 
invoice  .slunved  the  hnsiiies.s  to  lie  worth  ninety  thousand  dollar'i.  with  many 
good  contracts  on  hand.  Along  with  the  fKinic  cante  serious  kisses  by  tire,  the 
mill  in  Parke  county  and  the  dry  kihi  in  Crawfordsville  Iwing  burned,  and 
many  creditors  failerl  to  |iay  them  what  they  owed.  They  had  hard  work 
stemming  the  tide.  hnt.  extcn  lin-  t1eir  hnsincss  to  Tow  a.  they  b^an  to  recover 
fmancially.  when  the  Hood  uasiutl  out  a  hi^  jam  t>f  Iqe^s.  the  loss  amounting 
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to  nioiv  ll.an  twriity  tli'tusiiiil  ilollars.     In  laiiuary.  1S.S3.  Mr.  Lo<kharl  wvm 
out  It!  iMivinc^,  aiiil  n-turiii/tl  li'  *  r;i\\  f. irdsv  ilU-  ami  in  thf  ■»|>ritvi;  i>\  tin-  ;'' 4 
I  inj,'  \\-AV  !if  ni>i'.  c'd  lo  \\  atiTlo  >.  v  lirU'  !u-  li',  rd  until  In-  la-l  u\:r  i  i:r_:r,  !(U  n 

iucalcd  iu  I  airiicld  imMivhij).  uiicri.  liv  tUcd  t'U  l  cl);u:ir\  J3.  Uyii  .  .u  ih».-  a^iv 
01  seveiily-rn-L'  \\iith.  A  jjt  twl  Inisinc-^s  nuiii  awl  ni<lcf<ui^;iir]v  \v'»rker.  he 
enjoyed  the  universal  respecl  >>i  all  wlio'knew  Iiiiit.  Me  was  a  Mason  and 
Odd  Fdkm  'aiul  a  rc;;ular  attendant  of  the  Itapti'it  church,  lieinj;  an  enihtisj- 
aStic  wiirkt-r  Hi  ilu'  cause  «»f  U'in|)t  :anc(;, 

kohoit  \\  .  I.i.rl  hart  r<<(  !\oil  a  'ti  Oiinnion  -iln'iii  t-diuaiv  n  a;  \\  ati.r 
IiMi.  1 'raw  i"' If; \\ illc  ami  I  \l>in!i'>.  I"ua.  an<l  \-.  as  llicn  fiM]il' i\ t-d  at  -i  Mo: 
cm  \''i.ili''H>  aii'l  :n  dirtrri-iii  nlarr:-  'laitii  tlu-  lali  \>r\in'  [<>  mar •  t.r..;i.\  an'i 
alli-  tlial  v\L-iil  lie  l;ik.aict!.  in  ^^'^>4,  un  ih*.-  i'ann  in  l  airncid  i>  ,\n-j!-|>.  luiii 
he  oiK'tated  »*or  nine  years.  He  fell  heir  to  I'oily-five  and  unc-halt'  ucrc^  '»f 
land  from  his  faih'er.  which  lie  sold  aiwl  then  iHmjjht  eijfhiy  acres  of  go«>d  lan<l 
in  Fairfield  township.  Eventually  he  sold  this  tract  and  bought  one  hundrecf 
and  si.\ty  acres  of  lan<l  in  set  lion  17.  SnnthCiehl  townshij*.  which  is  the  iircsent 
liome$(tead.  and  Ici  thi-i  lie  lia^  (U\  "k*(l  his  iiiHii.  ided  attention.  >  >  thai  loda> 
tlnTc  'A' V  ft ',<,  l*ariii>:  in  ilii--  r.i\  '>'  f  '  ■^♦  rtun:  i>i'  Ik'iCalli  i  nunly  liir'i  arc  it- 
n|ital.     It  1'-  kipKMi  :.-  tiu'  ■  ild  I''.  'I'lii  nnn-- 'H  hi  >nK"-lcad.     N  1!  ''nlv  lia^ 

llic  i\rtii:iy  ii'  ilic  -<nil  l.t'cn  niaiiilained.  hut  lliv  ptTniant'in  nnpif i\ lt icn'-  uii 
the  latin  inadc  liy  Mr.  Lockliari  liave  Ijeen  niilew<triiiy.  The  lai.uc,  up  to- 
datc,  roomy  and  well  arrangcct  Uirns  and  other  siihstantird  otitlinildin^s.  the 
htMise  of  in«Kleni  and  attractive  a{>|)earaiKe.  the  u ell-kept  fences  and  all  oiher 
incidental  accessories  of  an  iip-to-dntc  farm  attract  the  attention  of  the  passer- 
by, and  add  to  the  value  and  <le-iral)ilit>  <d'  liu-  plai  e  Mr.  i.<K-khart  ha-  !h\ii 
ititcn<el\  ]>ri  >'.ire--i\ f  in  o\  erv  iliiiiL;  he  l>a-  d  >nr  and  the  l*arn  iTeeled  1)'.  hid 
!•'  'l"h(ini])S( 111  was  ihe  first  i>iie  hnilt  al<in!^  in<»den)  idea-  in  this  tnwnshii" 
he  iia>  iniw  li\ed  <in  tins  I'ann  I'im  li\e  years  and  has  ahiady  acliie\t.t4  a 
¥>|jiejuli(l  reputation  amnng  hi>  tellov\  agriciiltiuisls. 

On  Fcbntary  25.  1K94.  KolMrrt  W.  l-ockhart  married  Mary  Catherine 
Hartnian.  the  daughter  of  Joel  E.  and  Sarah  (Gushwa)  Hartnian.  who  are 
referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  thi.s  union  have  been  bom  six  children, 
namely :  Carl  W.,  Ralph  Russell.  Mary  Dorothy,  Eda  <5race.  Wilnia.  de- 
ceasc<l.  and  Uoheit  SiK'neer.  the  latter  heinji  the  ei^ijhtli  tjeneration  of  Rolierts 
on  the  McBri«le  side  ot'  \]:v  f:miil\  Politicallv.  Mr  I  jK-kltart  ^vas  t". ntncrly 
a  kepuhliean.  hnt  is  iiulnicd  t*'  the  >upport  ot  tiic  I'rogrcssjx  i-  ])art\.  lielK\;iig 
that  the  principles  as  advocated  by  'rhe<Kl(irc  Roosevelt  and  other  distinguished 
advocates  of  Progressive  principles  to  he  the  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 
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the  American  |>ci)i>le.    Mr.  luKkliari  was  a|^)omtcd  tuwiiship  cunimiUeeiiiaii 

vi  the  krpiiljlir.-ifi  i»;iny,  ljut  ii  N<;S.  hccaiisi-  ot'  pre:«sing  duties  of  his 
private  business  attains  he  resigned  the  jxisition  after  one  >ear  of  eflfectiv-e  ser- 
vice. Fraternally,  he  is  a  tneniber  of  the  Modern  WiMnlnien  of  Afiicrirri  a( 
Ashley,  while,  religionsly.  thongh  not  a  nienihcr  of  any  church,  his  syjn|)athie> 
.are  with  the  Uaplisl  faitli.  Mr.  Lockhart  hai>  no  special  lads  or  specialties,  iiui 
contents  himself  with  general  fartiiing  operations,  not  neglecting  -luck  iai> 
iiig  on  a  nKiclerate  ncale,  an<l  altogether  enjoys  the  rcpntation  of  l)eing  a 
painstaking  and  pnuknt  hu.shandttian.  liecausc  oi  his  littsines.<  success  and 
his  high  persojiril  (|iiaiiiie>.  he  i<  held  in  high  estecin  by  his  fellow  citizens  of 
.•^niiihriehl  toun>hip  :ti!.!  is  eiiiitlerl  to  fjnik  among  the  representative ■  men 
of  his  profc.s.sion  in  DcKalb  county. 


EDWARD  CAilPBF.LL.  . 

To  iii<lul;,'e  in  prolix  enconiiiin!  uf  a  life  x.hicli  i.nc  i»f  liistinctne 
mode.ily  and  nnprclcnliuu.>nes>  uuuld  i.e  ido-l  inci-ugiiiou.-,  and  yel  in  re- 
viewing the  career  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  sterling 
agriculturists  ni  Sniithfiekl  township.  DeKalb  comity,  and  who  holds  a  posi- 
tion of  miei|uiv<>cal  confidence  and  esteem  in  the  commimily  in  which  he  has 
long  lived  and  lah>>re«l  ti-  ><>  i^o.Klly  ends,  feelings  of  admiraii'»n  are  prompted. 

lulwaril  (.'anipliell  \\;i>  Iwini  .\uii\\>{  14.  |S'|1,  in  Sunuuit  ci-inuv. 
Ol-jto  ruif?  is  tile  son  of  AIh-I  and  jane  (Taylor  )  (  anipliell.  Al)el  t  anipbell 
\\a>  lioiii  in  \\  ashini;lon  county.  1 'eini>yl'.  ania.  on  (  Iclober  .;().  iSd-.  ;i:id 
uhcn  a  boy  moved  with  Ins  parents  to  Stark  cuunly,  Ohio,  whcic  .he  was 
reared  and  married  on  June  16.  18^1 1,  to  Jane  Taykjr,  also  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington county,  }*ennsylvania,  bom  on  May  25,  In  1836  they  moved  to 
Summit  cottnty.  Ohio.  :md  theiKe  to  DeKalh  county,  making  the  journey  by 
team,  taking  two  weeks  to  nuike  the  trij>.  anrj  loeating  on  the  soiuhwest 
(|urt'tfv  of  section  _>S,  .SmitlideKl  to\»n>hip.  on  the  utl:  of  .\lav.  Tb  v 
farm  ]ia<i  been  entered  in  18,^6  by  John  Taylor,  trnher  >U'  Mrs.  Campbell, 
who  .sold  it  lo  .\n'l;e\v  I  Innhn,  from  whom  Mr.  t  anipl»ell  iK»iiglit  it  Si.\- 
teen  acres  were  cleared  and  there  was  a  small,  round-log  house  un  the  land 
into  which  the  family  moved.  Mr.  Campbell  cleared  about  seventy-five  acres 
and  erected  good  buildings,  making  it  his  home  until  his  deaths  which  oc- 
curred on  November  9,  i860.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  children.  Abel 
Campbelt  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  community  and  in 
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politics  was  first  a  Whig,  but  later  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  His  death  occurred  on  the  day  following  the  election  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  to  the  presidency.   His  wife  livefl  to  a  ripe  old  age.  her  death  iic- 

currinj^'  on  the  old  homestead  farm  on  May  20,  1903.  when  she  lacked  but 
twent}  (Iay>  nf  l>cins  iiiiH'ty-«nH-  vi'iirs  did.  \1kI  ramiil^'ll  tDllftwcd  active 
faniiiiii;  piirsiiir-.  iiji  t<>  time  oi  his  death  ami  served  one  tenu  as  trustee 
^)i  Sinithlifld  1o\\n>lii|i. 

Edward  Caiupbtll  was  reared  to  the  hfc  of  a  fanner  and  was  successful 
in  his  pursuit.  He  remained  with  his  UK>ther  after  his  lather's  death  and 
was  drafted  for  military  service  during  the  Civil  war.  His  mother  being  a 
widow  with  three  children  to  care  for,  the  subject  feh  it  his  duty  to  remain 
at  home  and  help  her,  and  he  therefore  piirchase«l  lii-  nlea-M*.  ohtaining  a 
sub-titiitc  al  W  alt  rl  X  I,  to  whom  he  paid  tlirei-  hundred  d>illar^.  This  nii  incv 
he  \\a^  (oiiipclled  ti»  h«rif»\v  and  tliu.«  wlien  he  returne<I  home  lie  was  three 
Iiundred  dollars  in  de!)t.  However,  he  A\ent  to  work  in  earnest  on  the  home- 
stead farm  and  eventually  rented  one  hundred  and  >i\iy  acres  known  as  the 
old  Cam|)hell  farm,  to  which  he  kept  adding  by  huv  ing  the  interests  of  the 
other  lieirs.  This  farm  he  still  ritnins  and  hait  maintained  it  through  ttte 
years  at  the  highest  jjossililo  standard  of  exi  elUnce.  >"  that  it  has  been  long 
considered  one  of  the  noted  farin^  01  .siiniiliHeld  township.  The  place  is  kept 
well  improved  in  every  resjHTt.  the  old  hi»ildmt.'>  Ircincj  >,onini' >di<itis  ami  con- 
\inienl.  the  -oil's  I'rviiliix  Ixini,'  c >iisfr\ (.-d.  and  in  e\vr\  res|uvt  Mr.  i.'aiup' 
hell  has  shouu  hi>  ability  :is  .1  pr< ii;re>.-ive  antl  enferprisinj^  larnur. 

On  May  4.  i  Sf.^.  .\lr.  Lampbell  married  Mariuni  OiihK  daughter  of 
H.  K.  and  Jane  A.  (\V«K>d)  C'hiUU.  Mr,  Childs,  who  was  a  native  of  Xew 
^'ork  state,  was  a  farmer  and  also  workeil  at  the  car]>entcr  trade,  although 
agriculture  coimnanded  the  grtatcr  part  «<t  hi<  attention.  I  le  came  to  Dt  ivalb 
county.  Indiana,  in  !st-pteinber.  bnyini,'  fi>rtv  acrc^  <,!'  hmd  in  l'"air(ield 

tnwn'-hip  ',v'ii<  h  I  c  tradf<i  five  years  later  for  tme  hundred  and  eleven  acres 
in  Snnlhtield  township,  {o  tlu-  f)pcr:ition  of  \dtich  he  j;ave  his  attention  until 
his  death,  which  ttccurrcd  in  1878.  lie  was  an  active  Republican  m  politics, 
hut  held  no  public  offices,  ffe  was  well  liked,  thoron^dily  iKJSted  in  all  the 
branches  of  ^Hculture  ami  was  successful  in  his  operations.  He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  His  wife,  on  coming  west,  came 
as  near  as  she  could  to  DeKalb  cunnty  by  canal  l>  .;u  in  1847.  and  prior  to  her 
marriage  was  a  seamstress  and  also  tauijht  sch<"H>l.  1  r.  Mi  and  Mrs.  ('hild> 
were  lx)rn  eiQliI  rhildreii  :  'nir><di>ri.T.  M:ir\in.  Mariuiii.  [-"ranees,  Martha  j 
Sarah  A..  Henry  and  Anson  A.   Theodmia  l)ecame  the  wife  of  Henry  W  ill- 
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iiii,'.  ,111!  she  MOW  lives  at  Vnijelcs..  Calrtornia.  Her  hiisU'iiid  was  a  success- 
lul  merchant  in  Iowa  and  died  there,  after  which  slie  movetl  west.  She  had 
two  children,  Anninta  and  Witliani ;  Henry  Cliarles  is  a  railroad  carpenter 
and  lives  in  Hudson,  Steuben  county,  Indiana;  Sarah  Childs  became  the  wife 
of  William  Hefty,  of  Hicksville.  Ohio,  and  they  have  four  children,  three 
boys  and  a  sirl ;  Martiia  j.  i-  tlic  w  i  iV  of  Andrew  Cult',  and  tlu-y  li\c  in  Iowa: 
they  have  four  children;  Henry  (  hihk.  who  oi)erated  tin-  honie  farm  for  a 
year,  \<  "^till  follow  in'^  ri.:rir!'ltnral  pursuits.  To  Mr.  aii<l  .\lr^.  <  "anipl^ell 
have  i)een  hoin  five  riiilditn,  1  rank.  T'lnora.  Alhcrtii^^.  Clark  and  Tho-na'^  S. 
Eluora  is  the  wife  i»f  (Jli\er  llniniaii,  a  t-arj  enter  at  Wauiliu.-.  and  ihv}  Ii  tu* 
one  child,  Mary  VV. 

Politically.  Mr,  Cainpliell  an  ardent  Ke|)til>Iic:!ii  ami  lias  liccn  in- 
fluential in  advancing  the  interests  of  that  party  in  this  locality.  Fraternally, 
he  has  for  a  half  century  been  an  enthusiastic  n  . miter  of  the  Masonic  order. 
I-ein^^  till-  .nly  survivor  of  the  charter  nionibers  of  the  lod-^e  at  Waterloo.  On 
the  25!)  of  Atitrust.  MHo-  ^  i>arty  of  thirty  meinliers  nf  tlii.<  lodye  came  to 
Mr.  Campbell's  home  and  prt-cnted  him  with  a  jeweled  m»lrl  Ma-oiiic  em- 
blem l»ar  pin,  which  he  prizes  \er\  highly.  In  every  pha.-.e  of  life'-^  activities 
in  which  he  has  enjiajietl  Mr.  Canii>ltell  ha."*  ]>erfornicfl  hts  full  part  and.  he- 
cause  of  his  ((lenuine  worth,  hit  business  success  ami  his  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  conununity.  hi'  is  deserving;  of  the  hii^h  place  he  h.tlds  in  public  esteem. 


JOMX  HOKFKl.DKR. 

.\nion.tj  the  Mibsiantial  men  who^e  lal»or  and  inthience  jjave  im]K*tu:>  to 
the  aRricultur.d  interests  ami  i^eneral  material  improvements  of  DeKalb 
countv  in  vears  yone  by  an«l  who  today  occnpie-  a  hi!.;b  place  in  the  e-^term 
of  the  comnuniity  in  which  he  live-  is  the  worthy  {gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  article.  Connectetl  as  he  was  for  a  periotl  of  years  with  one 
of  the  niOi?t  imjiortant  ofhcial  positions  in  the  county  and  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  material  growth  of  his  locality,  he  has  been  a  forceful  factor  in 
agricultural  circles  and  a  leading  citizen  in  all  that  concerns  tjie  public  goo<l.  • 

John  floffelder  was  bom  in  1843  in  south  Bavaria.  Germany,  and  is  the 
son  of  Francis  Charles  HofTelder  and  wife.  TIk  snliicct  was  reared  in  his 
native  land  and  received  a  -lootl,  practual  e'b.icili-ni  in  ;Iu  -rlio  il?,  <>f  that 
locality,  temainmg  at  honve  until  i.S/U.    in  the  meaniime  lie  liad  followed 
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tlie  vocation  of  a  farmer  aiid  also  learned  the  tra<lf  ot  a  weaver,  raising 

Hax  and  lu-nip  ii)  >iinmkr  ainl  >|»iiiiiinj^  ami  ■.\i-a\iii!^  il  iiit.i  c]->\h  in  ilif 
w  iiili-r.  Till-  uu''  all  il  li\  liand.  <<  niicwhal  ai'U'r  tlic  ra^hion  ,it  t'u* 
cariv  pi'  iiHTr-.  m  this  i  wiintry,  lm  cptiiij:  tlial  it  w:i-  iloiic  in  nri^anizci!  >\v']> 
uofK.  Ill  tile  MiHiiMi.)  I  if  iS;"n  .Mr.  liulk-Mct'  vuiichulcil  lu  cmigraic  iw 
America,  the  latul  of  ^iihltn  ttpportittiities.  ami  he  reached  Castle  (larden  in 
Xcw  YorU  harhur  on  .\ui;itst  7.  jS7o.  In  Xovemlier  of  that  year  he  vame 
to  SniithHeUt  tu\vnsUi|).  ])eKalb  county.  Indiana,  omiin;^  directly  to  the 
GeniMii  -eiiKimtit,  which  wa^  li-raini  in  the  midst  of  a  deii-c  tract  of  tim- 
ber. I  hi-  t- 'Ih  iwin-^  >;>iiiii;  Mr.  I  h'ticMcr  went  {>  >  uo;ir  (Icvclaixl.  <):ii... 
w  Ik'I'c  i'or  a  ^ca-''!'  cnipl' <.     ni  I'ann  work.  Init  in  .\'o\  cnilvr.  1  N7  i . 

he  rcturnc<i  to  L><.Kaii<  county  and  lie  ami  liis  brother  in-law  rented  a  little 
place  near  where  (hey  now  live.  In  (Jcluher.  i8~.S.  Mr.  llorfehler  had  ai)out 
delermined  to  ftn  thcr  west,  htU  his  htinlliM'd  requestetl  him  to  stay,  offer- 
ing to  sell  him  the  place  on  which  he  had  been  working.  Mr.  Hoffclder  had 
{KjrforMied  an  enntniriiis  amotint  «>f  hard  work,  inieresi  rates  were  ten  i>cr 
I  eiu  on  an  riscra-c  niid  only  part  of  hi-  land  \\a-  cleared  He  had  wiirl<cd 
hard  mm  ihi-  land  m  irl\  -i-ccn  >.  ear-,  and  hail  !iad  a  -lrni;Ldc  to  make  Ii.dli 
end>  nu'cl.  I  he  I  >\\  )):Mt  i<l  I'le  land  h;i  1  i.oi  hccii  dianied  .ind  alt  i^'etl.ei 
condition-  weie  ni>i  \er\  pronji-iiiL,"  I'-r  the  near  luUlie.  lio've\er.  .iiiei 
much  hai;.;ainni.:4.  in  which  .Mr.  [lolielder  showed  jfood  husine>-  judi:nienl 
and  sagacity,  he  closed  the  <leal  and  securwl  the  land.  It  was  a  re^nlar  wil- 
derness, bttt  to  its  improvenient  he  at  once  afiplied  hitnyelf  with  a  zeal  antl 
energ>'  that  s<Mm  showed  definite  results.  Much  drainafje  and  ditching;  was 
re<iiiired,  lutt  some  of  the  land  which  before  had  been  the  ino«it  worthless 
eventitalh  beeanie  oi'  the  i:rea«c-'  ^  ;dfe  Mr.  1  loti'elder'-  |uircha-e  cotn 
prised  one  huiulred  and  twenty  aere.-^  and  to  this  he  has  durinj;  the  sul)>e- 
qnent  years  ap])lied  hi-  eiierLrie-  with  a  -oimdness  of  jndi^inent  that  lia<  been 
productive  of  very  gratifying  results  until  today  few  farmers  in  his  locality 
are  held  in  higher  esteem  than  he.  He  has  erected  a  comfortahie  and  attract- 
ive residence,  a  commodions  and  well  arranjred  heim,  while  the  big  yard  sur- 
rounding the  home  has  lieen  set  out  with  beautiftd  shade  trees  and  shrubber)* 
which  adds  t;really  to  the  attraetivenes-.  ;.nd  \aUie  of  the  place.  In  the  Spring 
of  1912  Mr.  HofTeldiT  planted  six  thousand  nursery  forest  trees  of  varions 
kind<.  The  toUowini;  summer  was  extretneb'  dry  and  tnany  of  thr-c  nce- 
ueie  lost,  llouexer.  two  tlionsand  nune  were  plante<i  and  fonrieen  hundred 
more  will  be  planted  in  the  spring  of  191 4,  altogether  covering  alnjut  six  acres 
of  Umd. 
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I '< iliticall\ .  Mr.  I  li iitVNIi  r  lia-^  l<f»,n  a  liK-  loiiL;  I  kiiiocrat.  an;!  in  i^sS  iu- 
was  tk'tlfil  a  incniljti"  <>t  tlic  Unard  ui  ci>iiiU\  o»iuini.->ioner.>  and  -.r 
elected  to  this  office,  thus  serving  six  years.  Mr.  I  Toffehler's  record  a 
county  commissumer  is  one  of  which  he  has  g<MM|  reason  (o  |jc  proutl.  When 
he  entered  upon  the  dtitieit  of  his  ofik«  but  little  real  system  prevaih^l  in  the 
conduct  of  the  tounty  affairs.  Bridges  over  tlu-  r<>inny  were  cheap  and 
, flimsy  and  \\  ere  rapitlly  wearinij  i>x\t,  new  onQ^  !>eing  neetletl.  Mr.  T'<i|Teldt  ! 
had  *r:(\  (  K  ('  <'\cr  ( ierniany  ,1  ---UIi<  r  in  thr  -irnn  tlierc  ami  Irid  alsn 

•^cen  eun.>.uierable  of  tile  coinui  v  .since  coming  ti)  .America  and  knew  pretty 
well  whai  good  hritlyo  >honld  I)c  like.  The  c»>uimi,''.siunci\^  dcicriiiiued  lo 
revolutionize  the  nietiKxts  of  doiujit  InMincss  and  to  this  end  they  insistC4l  on 
expert  advice  and  exact  ami  complete  specifications,  c<tnipelition  on  hi<ls  and 
inspection  of  the  work  heini;  done,  which  slu>uld  lie  appro\'e<l  before  heinf> 
paid  for.  these  thinj^s  tended  to  n<it  only  secure  a  better  ruiality  -  it'  \M>rk. 
but  also  saved  the  county  many  thousauds  of  dollars.  For  this  work  alone 
Mr  If f  'Telder  descrv^es  the  everlasting  regar<l  and  commendation  of  hi.<  fel- 
low citi/en?;. 

In  1873  Mr.  HoiTcldcr  married  Frances  Miller,  who  was  boin  in 
Chica^'o.  Illinois,  the  daughter  of  Francis  .intone  and  Magdalene  (Schmidt) 
Miller.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Germany  who  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Smithfield  township.  DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  they  s|)ent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  To  .Mr.  and  Mr>.  IbilTelder  liave  been  born  six 
children:  Francis  Charles,  who  li%"es  near  tlu  l?ark»  r  chun  b  in  .Smithiield 
fi>\vii<bip.  married  I.nni^e  Hnpp.  and  tbey  have  fne  children,  llelene.  I^sther. 
b'hn.  l-'ranci^  an«l  .\i;nes:  ("atberine  die<l  at  the  aj^e  of  sixteen  year-.;  John  .\. 
lives  with  bis  father:  Lena  is  ;dsn  at  home:  I'raiices  is  ihe  wife  of  Fmil 
.ScbiHle,  who  lives  north  of  the  liarker  church  in  SmitbfieUI  township,  and 
they  have  five  children.  Carl.  Adolph.  Raymond.  <leceased.  John  and  Frances : 
Mar\'  A.  is  the  wife  of  Frerl  Brooks,  of  Cleveland,  where  he  is  a  successful 
engineer,  anil  they  have  one  child.  Mar>' ;  Peter  H.  is  at  home  with  his  father. 

Mr.  lloffeldcr  and  lii-  family  are  earne->t.  I'aithrn!  and  prominent  mem- 
hrrs  f.f  the  ( 'alholic  clr.r  rh.  tn  tlie  -.iijiixirt   'f  which  they  contribute  lil)er:dl\- 
Mrs.  Frances  HofFelder  died  Jaiuiary  29,  «ind  in  1897  .\Tr    I  b itY<  !<ler 

tnarried  Mrs.  .\larv  S.  (May)  dfeller.  the  w  i<low  of  l>ederick  (  ilcUer.  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Hoffelder  and  the  members  of  his  family  are  poinilar  in  the  circles 
in  which  rhey  move  and  are  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr. 
Hoffelder  has  attained  success  in  spite  of  most  discouraging  circumstances. 
Coming  to  a  new  country  with  no  knowledge  of  its  language,  he  was  not 
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able  to  speak  English  until  after  fifty  years  of  age.  but  he  now  is  able  to  con- 
verse with  considerable  freedom  and  speaks  well  He  has  had  a  splendid  ca- 
reer, incUiditig  three  montlis'  service  in  the  German  army,  during  which  he 
took  part  in  the  war  of  iK6^>.  in  which  his  country  separated  from  the  Uaps- 
bitrij-^  !»!  .Austria,  and  resuUcd  in  the  wclditisf  rtf  ihc  various  states  cotiiprisiiig 
tile  present  (lennasi  inijiiic  under  the  Hohcii/ollerns.  I'crsonallv.  Mr.  Ifof- 
felder  is  a  warm  and  true  trieiul.  Fearlessness  is  one  of  his  marked  charac- 
teristics and  he  hesitates  not  to  do  what  he  considers  his  whole  duty  regardless 
of  the  consequences.  Above  all,  he  has  been  a  man  of  unquestionable  inte^ity 
and  unblemished  honor  and  he  will  do  nothing  which  will  lower  himself  in 
his  own  csk'i  nt  or  that  of  others.  His  standard  is  high  and  he  has  always 
endeavored  to  hve  s<j  that  liis  example  may  l»e  imit.ited  hy  the  youtijj  men  <>t 
the  risinq^  j[jenerati<>ti  I  v  cr  rv;\<]v  to  ct»ntrihme  of  his  meatis  and  innueiicc  to 
all  objects  for  the  ni.ili  iial.  i  haritaWlc  or  relij,'ious  welfare  •»»  the  comnuuiity. 
he  is  consi«lered  one  oi  tlie  most  enterprising  anil  progressive  men  of  the  lo- 
cality, and  in  a  large  sense  he  is  and  always  has  been  a  tnie  lieiiefactor  of  his 
fellow  men. 


JOHN'  MATTHl.XS  .Sliol  DKL. 

In  ])hicing  the  name  of  the  late  John  Matthias  Shoudel  before  the  reader 
as  one  who  stood  for  many  years  in  the  front  rank  of  the  enterprising  men 
of  affairs  and  a  leader  in  agricultural  circles  of  DeKalb  county.  Indiana, 
whose  inflttence  tended  to  the  uptniikling  of  the  kicality  of  his  residence  and 

the  advancement  of  the  afTairs  of  county.  sim])le  justice  is  done  a  l>io- 
ijiaphical  faci.  rci'"uui/ccl  t'lr- ."tjiuiu  tin-  c<inimnnilv  In  t!io-f  at  all  f  (inihai 
with  his  history  and  co'^Miizanl  of  the  imjKirtant  pan  iw  aited  in  thr  i  irtle> 
with  uhich  lie  ua>  iilcnlified.  !li>  career  proents  a  notalile  ex.imjile  of 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  character  which  overcome  obstacles  and  win  suc- 
cess, and  he  was  eminently  deserving  of  the  high  place  he  held  in  the  hearts 
of  those  with  whom  he  was  asscKiated. 

John  Matthias  Slioudcl  was  bom  in  iKi-i  in  Bavaria.  Gernianv.  and  \\.i> 
the  son  of  Jolni  Shoudel.  lie  was  reared  and  etlucated  in  hi^  native  land,  and 
tliere,  on  rearhtn.:  mature  years,  he  married  Magdalena  Miller,  a  native  of 
the  same  l(M.ilitx  and  a  daughter  nf  John  Miller.  Mr.  Shoudel  learned  the 
trade  ot  a  weaver  in  his  native  land  and  alM»  gave  some  attention  to  farnun>;. 
In  1854,  desiring  larger  rtpportimities  for  advancement,  he  came  to  the 
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United  States.  After  spending  a  few  months  in  New  York  he  went  to 
Chicago,  and  while  Hvii^  there,  in  1855,  he  sent  for  his  family,  who  had 

remained  in  tlie  fatherland.   He  was  employed  on  the  docks  in  Chicago,  but 

in  1857  he  joined,  with  four  others.  Ftank  ^^iIlcr.  John  Miller,  Xavier 
Schmidt  and  I'rcilcrick  Schmidt,  and  they  brou{;;ht  their  fatnihes  to  DcKalh 
county,  when-  tiny  Iioiight  forty  acres  of  land,  for  \\hich  they  ])ai(l  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  then  they  divided  the  land  liclucen  them,  ciglii  acres 
'Cach.  This  land  was  located  in  section  1 5,  Smithticld  township,  and  had  not 
been  disturbed  by  human  hand  since  the  re<i  men  left  it.  Mr.  Shoudel  at 
•once  cleared  a  spot  on  which  he  erected  a  kig  cabin,  and  applied  himself  to 
the  -tn  iiuous  task  of  fellini;  the  timber  and  getting  the  land  in  i^hape  for 
■cultivation.  His  first  winter's  efforts  amounted  to  two  acre?  of  cleared  land, 
and  rlurinjif  that  sta-^on  ti  c  main  diet  of  the  family  consisted  nt  cnrii  liread 
and  wild  game,  of  which  laltcr  iIht*-  was  an  alnindance.  Kventnally  Mr. 
Shoudel  was  ahlc  to  luiy  a  yoke  ot  >teers.  and  after  a  w  hile  he  .secured  a  second 
yoke,  which  grcitly  facilitated  his  lalxirs.  He  manageil  well,  was  wisely 
economical  and  at  length  was  aMe  to  buy  fortv  acres  more  land,  ami  with  this 
as  a  nucleus  his  affairs  as.sumed  a  promising  aspect.  Industry.  |)crsistence 
and  good  management  were  the  essential  <iualities  which  contributed  t«>  his 
success  and  he  was  al>le  to  buy  more  land  from  time  to  time  until  at  the  time 
of  hi<  tleath  he  was  the  owner  of  two  hinnlrcl  acres  of  splendidly  improved 
farm  land.  John  Matthias  Shoudel  died  ni  ii<i<o,  and  was  survivetl  a  few 
years  by  his  w  idow  ,  whose  death  occurred  in  1S.S6. 

In  the  affairs  of  the  conuinuiity  Mr.  Shottdel  lu(»k  a  leailing  part  and  «<» 
movement  of  any  moment  was  launched  without  his  assistance  and  co-opera- 
tion. When  St.  Michael's  Catholic  church  was  instituted  here  durini;  l1:e 
eighties,  Mr.  Shoudel  was  one  of  the  thirteen  persons  whn  retjuested  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  to  establish  the  church,  and  for  many  years  he  was  one 
of  the  Icadiu!?  members  of  the  parish.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  tin- 
comnmnitv.  and  to  him  many  looked  for  atlvice  aud  counsel  in  their  teniptjral 
aflfairs.  and  he  ever  proved  worthy  of  their  conri<)encc.  His  integrity  and 
fidelity  were  manifested  in  every  relation  of  life.  an<l  his  plain,  rugged  h  m- 
esty,  his  open-hearted  manner,  undisguised  and  unaffected,  is  to  his  descend- 
ants a  sweet  and  lasting  memory.  ' 

To  John  Matthias  and  Magdalena  Shoudel  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Baltzer,  Michael  L..  Matthias.  Agnes  and  John,  the  latter  dying  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years. 
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HliXkV  .\L  SHUWALTtk. 

Anmiig  tlii^  substantial  men  vvhosv  labor  and  influence  liave  \>>i\^  ^iveu 
iinptAus  to  the  agnciiUural  itilen'sts  and  general  material  imiirovenieiits  of 
IK'Kall)  cottnty  in  years  gimv  Ity  and  who  today  occupy  hip^h  places  In  the 
esteem  of  tlie  coninmnily  hi  which  thc\  live  the  worthy  i;entleman  whose 
munc  ininxhui  -  liii-  :  •.■ti(  k\  W  Iiili-  in  li;i>  i  r-.  n  ti!!iii;4  the  soil  and 
niisinp  a  ;4<"><1  j^raWt-  <>i  stuck,  lie  !ia>  not  mvJrfli'ii  lii>  ilutivs  a>  a  citizen 
ami  iici.tililHir.  I.nl  lia-^  i«-cii  a  ti>rcciiil  iact'T  in  all  liial  concerns  the  vil'lu 
}^c"i<l  h  !s  to  >uc!i  men  a>  he  that  <iui  modem  aihaticcd  civili/atioii  is  dnc 
and  such  men  are  worthy  of  the  csift-m  tl>ai  is  acc«»riltil  ilicm  l;y  ail  au<l  tlicir 
records  are  worthy  t.i'  |)cii>cluation. 

Henry  M.  Showalter  was  Iwrn  near  Straihursj;.  Tuscarawas  county. 
Ohio,  on  Jtmu  i,  1844.  the  son  of  Noah  And  KJixal>eth  (Moore)  Showalter. 
who  were  native-  <n'  niii, ,  They  were  reaied  and  married  in  that 
^tatc.  Cdtnintif  u>  l)el\all»  county  in  iS  jS  ami  seillinii;  on  a  tract  of  land  in 
j-ranklin  townsliip.  where  the  lather  s;tcii-ssH)||y  f->!lowed  atjricnlture  for  a 
nuiiiljer  of  yeais.  L.iler.  ahoin  iSjCi.  he  moved  lo  W  ihninj'lon  louiishii). 
where  he  settled  on  a  farm  and  s|Hnt  the  remainder  f)f  his  life.  To  hin>  and 
his  wife  were  horn  three  children.  Xancy  Rllen  (deceaserl).  Henry  and 
James  \V. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  receive*!  his  c  chication  in  the  conmum  sclu»oU 
of  Franklin  tt>wnshtp.  and  also  in  ilu  i)ul)hc  sclniols  of  llmler  and  W  aierl. ... 
Me  then  cni^atred  in  teacliinu  schoi,)  f.mi  uinis,  in  winch  lie  i^aineii  a  1h<l,'Ii 
vcpntntion  a-  a  sueces-lid  in-trnclor.  I  )nrint;  the  follow  in;^  \ears  he  was 
ct.mKCted  willi  saw  mills,  at  tlie  end  of  wliicli  lime  he  returned  to  the  hoiiie 
farm,  lu  the  culiivati«}n  <if  which  lie  has  devoted  himself  continuously  since  and 
in  which  he  has  met  with  pronounced  success,  lie  not  only  successfully  con- 
<lnctc<)  the  affairs  connected  with  lamiin^.  ami  made  maiiy  pernianent  and 
snt>stantial  improvements  on  the  place.  Init  a  mnnlwr  of  years  ago  ho  liegan 
the  inifK»rtaiion  of  heavy  <lraft  horses  and  Shetland  ponies.  He  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  tins  Inisiness  and  at  one  lime  wa"-  the  lu  ;n  'es(  importer  in  the 
I'nited  State-  of  Shcllafd  ii'  iiies.  of  which  he  has  sold  many  llious.'iiuls.  He 
lias  handled  ihe-e  pome-  for  twenly-six  years  and  is  still  actively  engaged  in 
the  enterprise.  He  has  imjiroved  the  breed  s«>  far  as  is  jiossihlc  by  selection, 
and  his  ]>atronage  has  extende<t  over  nearly  all  the  states  of  the  middle  West 
and  in  many  distant  parts. 

On  October  t6,  1873,  Mr.  Showalter  married  Wilhelmenia.  the  daughter 
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^l■AK^  Ai.      »\VAi.i  i-.u. 

\i=,.,i...  I'.-i  -       nil""*'  '"♦^'1  iiirUK'iK-r  liavf  itnij; 

■',:iK-i,>  U-  \hi-  ;.u:i<.-j:;i»'i:i1  MUm^-i'  :im<I  ti.no:;tl  niainia'  mn-rMV, ovi.'. - 

,.u.rn»  i.i  tliv  MO.T.-i-x  in  ^iyWl  iho  !ivc     iW  vv^-nl.v      ■  <!■  rrn 

-hir.-l.u.^         .•.-:.!,..    Whi!.-   :t  i.;i^;v.i>  !.v     •     n      !  ■    -  i  "  • 
,.,..,,10  a   <l  .  =  :        -t.«''-.  lif  l.;t^  I'-t  M.^lon,-.   ;r     i  '  -'-^^ 

!l,ul  -  ■     •  '.  n       u-iiln  --i  i!h  .M.-cin  tWai     ycdiat-M  iht-n      all  aii<1  -'.vrr 

Henry  M.  Sl^'walttr         1»oni  luar  Sim^ruru.  Tu-'!»r;i\v  a-  i.-tjiu 

m:m.>.  ..1.  imu'  1.  iS.44.   '  N-«lwiii.l  KU/ni  .  i ^  :    1,.  .,,  ,  W  . 

,;ho   «vrv   iiaiuw    of   (  .hi...    TUr  - 
.L.U-  cnnng  h.  I  )vKJlr  cinnv  in  .S^S  ..n.l  •.e.i;-.::  .0.  u  ^r:..  "  ot  ..ux., 
rranklin  lowo-h-,..  u!«<-v        ^'nfi.-r  ^tuv.-.^u.iN   ..-ii-vu  ..^runUurc  t.<  a 
,  I      ,  I    ,  7(1.  he  in«>vi'il  to  \Vilm»nnt"n  lowiiHhtjK 

,|,  ,    1,.  -^u..       ,  I       .   inii  -i'uil  ilu' .eniaiti'Icr -n  hiN  l.fo     I o  hnn  riD-i 
J  u^rc  I  orn  ilnrr  dnh^rcn.  Nancy  KUcn  t  tKH'ca.|..t  > .  Ilciry  \l  ;tTvl 

I  an  If  >  W.  ,  .  I 

'Y\w  ,«l.u*rt  .►f  tl»-  -Uc-l.h  mvi^t-a  hi-.  r.l.uMi..n  u.  tlu-  r-.tnm.-M  -  ....-1^ 

,,f  I  ,;oiklm  lovvn^hii..  i'^^l'''*  '    "  '  ' 

■  •  11.-  Ill  win-  ii  Ik  i^iiiiH't    ii     'C  ' 

rc,inn:;.  »  a-i        ■       '  i -nn.  tl..  f..l!..um«  l«o  >oar>  he 

,         ,■  uHii.  M  uln.-U  xvu<  ho  m«rm-l  lo  ihf  h..mr 

r  ilu     ;;h:uv.iio|    hich  Wi  Vi-unHinM^olt  i-..iumiio«>ly  smw  ami 

nut  ^^ith  pr..„Mnmv.l  snore-     1     ti-t  ..nl>  MuvossfnlU  c.*,>- 
ti,..  ,rfair.  c.MHviul  s.itl'  fartniti^v  a,ui  ntaJe  i.r,ny  ,«.n,.am-m  ui..l 

.lu- int,...iat;.u  of  h.avN  h  :      :.n,I  Mu.l.ul  r  - 

-    ....  .  of  — 'S.-  Muur.  ih.«u^amK  He 

and  i*  -I'll  actively  cnpagea  m 
,  ,        .        ..  „M,,r'.^t.l  tlH-  lMve<l  ^  .  t-'^MMe  U>  sekvl1.1i 

'      '  .  .tr       .        cMe.i.i.-.l  ..^cr  marjv  a'l  the  -taie^  "f  tUc  «iia*«e  W><1 

ui  ii.  i'v      '.'lit  pan**.  .      •     ,    ,  I 

On  f  *  •        t6,  i«7.V  Mr.  Showalter  nuirrircl  VVilhdinenia.  ihc  .huiyhti-r 
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of  Belthaser  ami  RuBna  Margarette  (Wittmaii)  Dingicdine.  Roth  ut  these 
parents  were  born  in  Wittenhurg.  (ierniany.  and  ttjioti  emigrating  tt)  the 
I'nitcc]  States  settle<l  in  Holmes  cotinty,  Ohw».  They  were  the  |mrents  <if  one 
child.  Mrs,  Showalter.  Dy  a  former  niarria.m*  Mr.  Dinjjlcdine  was  the  father 
of  eleveti  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Shnwaher  liave  l)een  l)<>rn  four  rhil- 
dron :  Maud,  wlm  is  the  w  ife  of  (  lark  I'rown.  of  lUitler,  and  they  have  three 
ehildrru,  \\';in>Ia  Marijarette.  Kalpli  S.  and  I  .nhi  X'ir'ijinia.  I.uhi  i^  the  wife 
of  VVinired  Powers  Keep  and  ihcy  have  one  child.  Edwin  II.  .Myrtle  i.-^  dt- 
cea.<etl.   Frederick      is  at  liome  with  his  parents. 

In  local  iHiWc  affairs  Mr.  Showalter  has  long  taken  a  prominent  part, 
having  a  deep  interest  in  everything  that  pertains  to  pnbtic  welfitre.  ami  he 
ser\erl  one  tern)  etru  iently  as  a  ineniher  of  the  ailvisory  tN>ar(l.  Politically,  he 
is  a  RepiiMican  and  has  loiij,'  heen  active  in  hi<  party.  Fran  rn  illy.  he  is  a 
nietiilM  •  iif  the  hree  and  Accepted  .Masons.  heK>ni;inc;  t<i  the  hhic  lod-^'e.  the 
C'luncil  ui  Royal  and  .Select  M:i-tt'r>.  tlie  c]iai)tcf  i-f  Roval  \rch  .Ma-^'tti-..  tlie 
commandery  of  KnijiliLs  Tenipiar,  and  lt»  the  Scottish  Rite,  in  w]iich  he  iia>  at- 
tained to  the  thirty-second  degree.  1  le  is  also  a  niemlier  of  tlie  Xohles  of  the 
Mystic  .Shrine.  an<l  of  the  subordinate  lodge  and  encinnpnient  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Showalter  has  lieen  very  succes.<ful  itt 
everything'  to  winch  he  has  given  his  attention,  ami  has  accpiired  tntere?.t> 
.'••^ide  from  tlm^c  v  ith  his  farm,  hi-injj;  a  stockholder  ;ind  vice-president  of  the 
l  irst  .N'ational  Pianlc  of  I'.ntler.  .Mr.  ."^V.  ;  . liter's  lift-  has  liecn  an  unuMially 
active  and  useful  one.  and  tlujui;h  the  hiniied  space  at  the  <lisposal  of  the 
writer  |>cnnits  no  more  than  a  casual  inenlion  of  the  kadini.;  events  in  hi.s 
career,  suflficient  has  heen  saitl  to  show  that  earnest  endeavor  anil  lioneiity  of 
purpose,  rijjhtl)  apphed  an«l  per.sistentty  followed,  will  lea<l  to  unqualified  suc- 
ce.ss.  Mr.  Showalter  is  influential  in  local  affairs  and  is  looke<l  upon  as  thor- 
otighly  in  syniiKithy  with  anv  movement  looking  toward  the  l)ettemient  and 
advancement  in  any  way  "f  his  comnnmity.  where  he  has  always  been  regarded 
as  a  nmn  "f  ^tt  r'Mv^  Imm'^tv  and  worthy  of  the  utmost  confidence  and  respect, 
which  his  fellow  citizens  have  been  free  to  accf>rd. 


MICHAFL  L.  SHOUDEL. 

No  other  i)eople  that  go  to  make  up  our  cosmopolitan  civilization  have 
better  habits  of  life  than  those  who  came  originally  from  the  great  German 
entire.   These  people  are  distingiiishert  for  their  thrift  and  honestv.  and 
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these  two  qualities  alone  in  tin-  inhahitatus  of  any  conniry  will  in  tlic  end 
make  lliat  country  j^rcat.  \\  hen  with  those  two  quaIitie^  is  coupled  the  othe: 
quality  ut  soiinci  -eii^^'.  a  -tmn;^  (  ii  iiiiaii  i  liai ariensiir.  liiero  are  aft' /riU  i  1  -v;i.  lt 
qualities  as  will  enrich  any  lain!  aiul  place  it  at  the  lv>|>  nt  the  cmntrie^  <'f  t!u 
world  in  the  -cale  -if  ek\ali-.'.  hnnianii).  (){  ihi--  excelkul  )>eupk  c.ui.c 
Michael  L.  Shoudcl,  who  for  many  years  has  lK*en  one  of  the  \^el^  known 
farmers  of  DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  I  Ic  conies  of  a  race  that  pr<Mhic«Hl  the 
famous  ''Iron  Chancellor,"  the  {greatest  statesman,  all  thin^;;  considered,  that 
ever  walked  tins  terrestrial  -jjliere.  lie  c inu  -  of  a  race  that  !^  fntnous  f4ir 
its  ori,i,'-inal  inv e--i i;:aii. in-  :.i  ihc  i>ri .fiK  iii-  ..i  i  i\  ih/e*!  lif(  .  -\\  \)  men  as 
(ii>etlie  and  lieckcl.  ti  ■  >ay  imihin;^  of  a  coterie  of  the  t^reatesl  inniician>  of 
all  latuN  an<l  cliiiifv,  ( jennaiiii'  Iiti-oil  i-  I'.nan;  iii  ihe  \eiri:-  >>{  ;i;e  '^w.'.:- 

esl  men  and  wuiueii  oi  lhi.>  and  former  ^lieucialiuiis  and  the  Shoudcl  family 
may  well  be  protttl  uf  their  ck-scent  from  stioh  a  race.  The  subject  of  this 
brief  sketch  is  easily  the  }>ecr  of  any  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  all  that  con- 
stitutes, right  living'  and  correct  citi>:en.s!iip.  He  is  :i  close  and  intclli;;ent 
observer,  has  reail  much,  and  takes  ^ains  to  keep  himself  well  informed  upon 
curri'nt  c\e;it>.  lie  i-  .piiei  in  <!(  nieafn  r.  a  tliiiif't-r.  a:id  .i  man  <<i  <!teds 
rather  than  \M'i(h,  I  le  i>  e^rajial'v  a  man  the  people  hccanse*  he  has  iarj^e 
failli  in  i-.umaniiv  and  i^  ii|ilinii-tic  in  ln<  \ie\\-. 

Michael  L.  Siioudel,  who  :'<ir  niaaiy  ye,u>  iia?  l>een  one  oi  the  lic>t 
known  and  inllticntial  cili/cns  of  Smithlicltl  tr»vvnslii]>,  DeKalh  conni\ .  In- 
diana, was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  18144.  He  is  a  son  of  Matthias  and 
Magdalena  (Miller)  Shoudcl.  whose  personal  sketch  apinrars  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  therefore  fnitlier  menti  on  the  -iihieci  -  antece<lents  will  not  be  made 
at  this  point.  Michael  I..  Shi>Pilel  uas  ahoni  e!e\  en  \ear>  of  am  wlu  n  ihe 
faniih  emij^raled  to  the  I'liited  Stale-.  Incaiini:  in  (  hica'""  in  i^d;  l'  \o 
years  later  the\  came  to  the  little  patch  of  wild  land  in  Smulilield  township. 
DeKalh  county.  Imliana,  where  they  made  a  >tart  in  thetr  struggle  t<»r 
financial  inde|)endence  in  a  strange  land.  Here  the  sttbjcct  of  this  sketch 
performed  his  full  share  of  the  strenuous  toil  incident  to  the  clearing;  of  the 
land  and  putting  it  in  shape  for  cultivation,  atul  he  distinctly  recalls  lia\  in- 
plowed  H  si.N-acre  tic  I  I  which  required  ten  days"  work  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  tor 
the  '/round  wa<  lull  "f  ri><)\<  and  stnmp<  and  ]>ro<.;ress  wa-;  e\'ceedinv,dy  slow 
and  wearinjL'  ^t!  hoth  men  and  hearts.  Soon  after  his  marriaj^e  in  1S72.  Mr 
Shnmle!  ronmienced  farmini^  em  hi^  <>wn  accc)inil  on  forty  acres  of  kind 
wlncii  iie  had  received  fr4iin  his  father,  and  as  he  was  pr.js|*ereil  in  his  under- 
takings he  bought  more  land  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now  owns  t^vo 
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hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  UeKalb  count} . 
He  is  up-to-date  and  progressive  in  his  methods  <>f  w  ork  and  has  achieved  a 
distinctive  succcs-;  in  his  v<icati>in,  lie  has  been  a  hard  worker  continually 
froni  his  first  iiiiii  tiun  into  the  pionirr  struggle  and  indeed  in  that  vaHy  day 
at  one  time  tlu»\  w  nlrl  h:\\c  rc-tiiriicd  to  i  hicai^o  if  they  cimld  have  <loin 
but  tlicy  had  nol  bctii  able  to  make  iiutcb  progress  and  were  not  financiaily 
able  to  make  tb*.'  tnii.  the\  sl;rL;'4lrd  cii  ind  the-  -1 1  d'^i^dc  be\riiiu-  ;i 
triumph.  Mr.  SUiH!<Ic1.  .ilUiuii;:;ii  al.^Hll  scsciitv  j.cai>.  .-Id.  i>  still  active  i)li\-i- 
cally  and  is  able  to  ivn'unu  a  j;o<«l  day'«i  laljor  on  ilit  farm.  Me  has  never 
been  sick  much  and  has  uhvays  Iwen  active  in  anything  to  which  ho  has  ap- 
plied his  efforts.  He  has  been  an  eye-witness  and  a  participant  in  the  wonder- 
ful ,i(ruwth  which  has  characterized  ibis  section  of  the  state  and  remenibers 
well  when  Waterloo  consisted  of  luit  three  store^.  a  saloon,  a  hardware  store, 
a  dry  j^oods  store  and  a  few  buildintjs.  and  when  the  court  )i<nr-e  at  Auburn 
was  a  very  priniiti\e  and  ixn.rly  rurnislied  affair.  Mr.  Siioiidel  ba<I  but  bniiled 
edui  ational  oppoi  luiiities.  ne\er  haviuj;  .iHciided  >cb<"»l  a  day  uuld  after  .six- 
teen years  of  ajre.  lie  then  started  in  the  primer  and  in  fifty-ciKht  days  was 
in  the  third  reader.  Tlio  second  winter  lie  ajjain  iidendcd  school  and  worked 
hard  ti>  gain  knrnvied^'e  and  has  lieen  a  coiuiintal  reader  (hrott(;h«»ti(  his  life 
and  is  today  cotisider*  1  a  man  wide  and  innisnal  inf»»riiiail' -n  t»u  many 
subject!*.  ( )iH-  i>!  Ill-  leading  diti'  -.  i-  lii^  ;  i  r-i-it  lu  v  in  his  ajtpiicalion  to 
atiy  task  h>  wbicii  lie  ajiiilie-  biiiHelf  and  t'  i^  ha-  t-iial'ldl  liini  t-i  C'H1i|ikt 
where  nuitu  (ilhers  \\  .rid  huM-  fad<-<i.  In  the  public  and  ci\ic  life  nf  the  cmn- 
nnnnt\  Mr.  Slior.iUI  has  I'l.-r  many  \eai-  been  an  iniiaential  facior  and  ha> 
always  exerted  his  influence  in  favor  of  such  movements  as  have  tended  to 
advance  the  liest  interests  of  the  connnunity. 

In  1872  Mr,  Shoiidel  married  Joanna  Reinij;»  who  was  horn  in  Itavaria. 
Germany,  the  daujUfhter  of  b'rank  and  loann.a  t  l.alM<>i-.e  t  Keinij,'.  She  came 
to  .\merica  late  in  1^7-  with  lu  r  tnotliei".  her  fatlier  lia\iui:  already  eniiiirated 
to  this  c'>unfT\  llrii  the\  applied  ibenisehes  to  as;ricultural  nperalions, 
as  had  their  fellow  cUi/ens,  the  .Shoudels.  Millers  and  Smiths.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Shoudel  have  beeti  Iwirn  eleven  children,  six  boy.s  an«i  five  ^irls.  namely: 
John,  who  lives  on  the  Hezekiah  T«eas  farm,  married  Margherita  Hoff.  and 
they  have  four  chiklren.  Allwrt,  Clara,  Michael  and  Esther;  Annie  is  the  wife 
of  Frederick  Gfeller,  who  lives  stmth  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  tliey  have 
eight  children,  Freddie,  Dora,  Matthia-.  Mary.  Celta.  Joseph,  Herman  and  a 
baby  girl:  Ge(»r<ie.  wh<>  married  Marie  iloflt.  lives  on  one  of  !ns  father's  farms 
near  .Summit,  and  has  two  children,  .\gnes  and  a  baby  boy:  Michael  is  nnmar- 
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ried  ami  helps  his  father  nm  the  farm  ami  also  operates  a  threshing  imdiine: 
Matthias,  who  is  also  unmarried,  in  at  hnnie:  Kate  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
ShilHi.  who  lives  two  and  one^half  miles  east  of  his  father  on  the  Shoner 

farm,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Agnes  and  Wilford;  Lena.  Mary. 
Caroline,  I<)Si-i>li  and  l-'rank  are  all  unnian  ied  an. I  a(  home  with  their  jiarent'^. 
The  cttbject  nml  his  wife  also  reared  !-'re'l  Dlfoti.  \\h<<  w.t-  !i  irn  \'i>vciii'i;  r  jh. 
i88u,  the  son  of  George  and  Caroline  (  Rcnni^ )  l  .lliuH.  the  latter  liaving 
given  up  her  hte  at  the  hirth  of  her  sun.  I'led  I'llioti  died  op  Septeinlii  r  8. 
1910.1  Mr.  Shoiidel  and  the  members  of  his  family  are  all  connected  with  the 
Catholic  church,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  they  are  deeply  interested  and  to 
the  snpport  of  which  they  contrilmte  liherally.  ^Ir.  Shoiidel  is  a  man  whom 
to  know  is  to  respect  mkI  a  Iniire.  for.  havin^^:  -started  in  a  lowly  capacity,  he 
gradually  forced  to  tlie  front  and  In  faithful  effort  aiul  i>n>inpt  dischart;e  of 
fViTY  diitv  de\ol\iiiH  upon  him  he  finally  aaiiiired  a  comforlahle  cr»TTipeT'ncv 
and  has  won  and  retains  the  ijonil  will  and  regard  of  all  who  know  hnn.  Ik- 
has  e\er  tried  to  do  the  rijjhl  as  !h  has  >ccn  and  in)tlerstoo<l  the  rif;ht  an<l  as 
a  representative  citizen  of  his  comnumity  he  is  eminently  entitled  it)  represen- 
tation in  a  work  of  the  character  of  the  tnie  at  hand. 


JOSEPH  HOHL. 

The.peo|^e  who  con.stitute  the  Unie  and  sinew  of  this  coiuitry  are  not 
those  who  are  unstable  and  mii^ettletl.  who  fly  fnmi  this  occupation  to  that, 
who  do  not  know  h«)w  to  vote  until  tliey  are  toltl,  ami  who  take  no  active  and 
intellificnl  interest  in  affair>  atleetint^  their  •ichonls.  ihnrches  an  !  iirt>|M*rtv 
I'hv  harkhoiK-  of  this  country  is  made  np  of  fannlies  who  have  made  their 
homes;  who  are  ah\e  to  the  hest  interests  of  tin-  communjty  in  which  they 
reside;  who  are  so  honest  that  it  is  ni>  trouhle  for  their  neighhors  to  know  it. 
ami  who  attend  to  their  own  Inislness  and  are  too  busy  to  attend  to  that  of 
others:  who  work  on  steadily  from  day  to  day.  taking  the  sunshine  with  the 
storm  and  who  rear  a  fine  family  to  a  comfortable  home  and  an  honest  life. 
Such  people  are  always  welcome  in  any  eotnttry  and  in  any  conimnnity.  They 
are  wealth  producers  and  this  country  is  ble.ssed  with  many  of  them,  among 
whom  is  the  suhject  of  this  sketch. 

Tosefili  Hohl  was  l)orn  in  1855  in  Khme|)falz.  ( lerman) ,  and  is  a  >on  of 
Sebastian  aitd  Mary  (Miller)  Hohl.  tile  latter  Uina  born  in  Januar>'.  1827. 
Sebastian  KiM  died  in  his  native  land  in  1866,  aged  about  forty  years.  He 
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was  a  man  of  eminent  respectability  and  standing  in  his  native  coininunity. 
The  subject  was  reared  in  his  German  home,  where 'he  remained  until 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.  In  February.  1863,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Anna  Leidner»  a  native  also  of  Rhinepfalz,  and  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and 

Elizabeth  (Boltz)  Leidner.  In  14883  Mr  and  Mrs  }\o\\\  came  to  America, 
locating'  at  once  in  DeKall)  crninty.  Indiana,  l>eing^  t-mploycd  in  I'rank  Tlain- 
man  s  tile  and  brick  yard  in  Smithfield  township.  In  1894  Mr.  Hohl  bought 
the  farm  where  lu-  now  lives.  c«)m|)risint;  sex  cnty-seven  and  v>nc-half  acres 
in  section  15,  SmitbbeUl  township,  on  which  he  has  since  reside<l  ami  which 
be  has  developed  into  an  ideal  agricultural  homestead.  He  has  made  many 
permanent  and  substantial  improvements,  not  the  least  of  whidi  was  moving 
the  home  out  nearer  to  the  pulilic  road  and  remodeling  it.  the  building  of  a 
new  and  cotnntodioii!«  hank  Imrn  and  other  improvements  of  a  like  nature, 
which  have  contriinited  tn  the  ijeneral  api>earance  and  value  of  the  farm. 
.AIhujT  ic)03  Mr  fl  'hl  Ixni^jht  another  farm  of  seventy-ftmr  ;tc:  and  one- 
half  cornering  on  the  southwest  his  first  tract,  the  railniad  track  uiuninj; 
between,  and  he  is  also  the  owner  of  another  farm  northwest  of  the  last 
named  tract,  owning  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  all.  To  all  of  this  land 
Mr.  Hohl  gives  his  uixlivide<]  attention  and  in  its  oiieration  he  has  met  with 
the  most  prcxiounced  success.  He  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  liKality 
and  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  breeding,'  and  raising  of  live  stOck.  these 
two  things  going  hand  in  band  and  each  cotitributinq  to  the  success  of  the 
other.  Starting  in  a  stranijjc  land  with  but  little  capital  and  slight  experience 
in  farming,  Mr.  Hohl  has  achie\  ec!  a  success  of  which  any  man  can  be  justifia- 
bly proud.  All  that  he  has  has  been  attained  by  the  hardest  kind  of  work, 
combined  with  grit  and  wisdom,  good  common  sense  and  sound  judgment, 
which  have  guided  him  in  all  his  efforts.  Mr.  Hohl  has  contributed  largely 
to  her  husband*s  success,  encouraging  him  by  her  efforts  and  advising  him 
wisely  in  his  dealings,  and  together  they  have  accumulated  a  gratifying  portion 
of  this  world's  goods. 

To  Mr.  and  Mr-;  H(»hl  were  1;  rn  the  follow  int,'  chiMren  :  ^!attliias. 
lx>rn  in  1884.  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  hi<5  father,  married  IvlizaUib  IJapp. 
and  they  have  two  children,  Henry  ami  \l\in;  Joseph,  born  in  XoveinWr. 
1885.  died  at  the  a!;e  of  thirteen  y«irs;  Mary.  Iiorn  in  Septemlier,  i8««.  lives 
at  home:  Louis,  born  in  Februar>\  i8go.  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years: 
Frank,  bom  in  1892.  lives  at  home:  the  next  in  order  of  birth  was  an  infant 
daughter,  who  died  very  early  in  life:  Josepb,  Ix  in  on  .August  16,  iSi;<).  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and  an  infan  daughter  died  in  March.  1901. 
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Mr.  Huhl  is  an  hune^l,  straight furwani  man  in  all  of  his  cle<iliiigs.  conscien- 
tious in' his  work  on  the  taniis,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  tins  brief  synopsis 
of  his  life  and  tribute  of  his  worth  as  a  factor  in  the  affairs  of  his  locality  is 
given  a  place  in  this  work. 

Mr.  ami  Mr-.  arc  i-ariK--;t  and  I'aithful  tiicuilK-rs  i>i'  St.  .\1  iihaci'- 

(  atliolic  clmrih.  m1'  uliicli  llu-v  arc  ix-f^nlar  .-illt-ntlant-  ami  \i>  vxhich  lliry  imh 
irilHitf  liltvrally  ul'  llitir  luvau.-.    ruliiically.  Mi.  \('lc^  v\iih  the  Deiuo- 

ctatic  party. 

ELMER  GOODWIN. 

There  can  be  nu  nnpiopricu  in  scanning  ihc  acis  ui  any  man  aj-  ihcy 
attcct  his  public.  |)ersonjil  and  business  rekittons.  S<i  in  this  biographical 
,  work  will  be  touml  mention  of  \»orthy  citizens  of  all  vtvalious.  and  at  this 
juncture  we  oJTera  resume  of  ihe  career  of  one  of  the  substaulial  and  hijfhly 
esteemed  representatives  of  the  agricultural  interests  oi  Grant  township. 
DcKalh  c<iinit\.  \^h<.•l•^•  ht  !ia>  not  only  .ittainoil  a  hij^li  (a-rcc  of  succes-  in 
his  ohosi-n  livltl  ot'  labor  and  'nUTpii-i'.  Iml  aNi>  <j-lal»hshed  an  imperishable 
repu(ali'»ii  t"!  iijinLdiim^-  m  .dl  tlu-  rrlatinn-  <ii  liU'. 

I'dnu-"  <  !■  >t  idw  Ml.  \\]\'<  'u,  1  -  .1  lim  .•'a:-u  ui  .<uc  hiUMhad.  ami  •< t  v  - 1  >  >r.i 
ai.K.--  .11  ilic  i-i  Wale; lit",  u::,-  i»';u  in  this  town  oil  SeptcmlxT  _J.  I. '^58, 
ami  is  a  ^on  of  David  and  Sarj>h  (Wihrtnit)  GimkIwiii.  David  Goodwin, 
who  w;is  I»>rn  in  Ashland  county.  Ohio,  on  Xovenilx-r  5.  iR2(».  was  a  son  of 
David  and  C  atherine  ( ZiuunernriiU  (inodwin,  natives  of  IVnnsylvania.  wln» 
in  1822  niowd  t"  \\  "Hi'  coiinty.  Ohio,  and  lau-r  to  .\shland  onntx  .  thai 
•-late,  wlurr  the  t'allur'-  death  "(•(■iirre'.  I)a\  id  f.oi'dwin  uris  reared  in  Asli 
land  e<innt\.  ()liii>.  and  v.i-  ••ne  '<{  nii'r  cliihiren.  funr  Im-v-  and  live  i.:mU. 
1)1 -rn  ti  >  then- parera-.  '  1 1'  \^  1;  ill)  I '111  \  t  v.  - 1  .ire  ii' ".x  livin;^'.  I  )aii;el  and  \lr->  \lar\ 
Stroll.    (  )n  \!a^        i-"^.-.',.  I'a.'d  i    n  .dv^  in  married  .'^.I'.idi  Wdtrxul.  w  .1- 

horn  in  Somerset  county.  Pennsylvania,  on  Fehruar)-  12.  18.57,  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  Wiltrout,  Six  months  after  his  marriage  David  Goodwin  came  to 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  in  the  fall  of  1855  he  moved  npon  the  farm  near 
Waterloo,  where  he  resided  for  forty-fonr  year.*.  He  \v:ii  a  nian  i"  0. .n-id- 
erahle  enterprise  and  etier-jiv  lii^  aeeuinnl.iti.ms  heini:  the  re-nll  ot'  liar<l  lahor 
and  rit.Md  eeonnnu.  lie  and  'r  '!'rif'^  wife  ilerTe  '  .-.nd  iii  MVosed  the  tartn, 
which,  whenthcv  took  possession,  was  in  its  priniilive  wsldness.  In  the  early 
•iavs  01  their  resitlenee  here  Mi".  (i«"Khvin  u  i--  converted  and  beeame  one  i>t 
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iIk-  tiisi  luviuU-i.-  oi"  i\w  \\:itcilu.>  ci;i-.>  ot  jhi-  l  iiitcil  ISrciiUVii  ciimvli.  ;uul 
when  that  society  Iniilt  a  ntw  church  «lifice  he  was  one  of  the  most  Itlierat 
donors  to  the  building,  fund.  His  death  occurred  at  Waterloo  on  March  9, 
i8y9.  at  the  age  of  seventy -t\vo  years.  'I'o  him  rmcl  his  wife  were  Iwrn  four 
children,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  Jonas  E.  Dilganl.  of  Waterloo ;'Ii!hni'r.  iljc 
imi:;e(iiati-  .-iilijci-i  >'\  llii-  ^kticii :  .\tr>.  Allic  (iavitt,  i>f  I.i.;^aii-.iM>rt.  Indiana, 
anil  l""rank.  of  Watorl*  >i  >,  In  I  )tTcm!K-r.  \')f^;^.  Mr-.  Saiali  (rxnluiit  Ucranic 
rlu-  uitV(jl'  \).  I'.  Mt'I'.inni- u-r.  wli.i-i-  ilcalli  MiLrrRil  111  I  fiirua:  >  .  H)ll.  1  Icr 
dcail)  t.<ciirjcd  on  OctuUvr  3.  unj.  ai  the  age  oi  scvcni.) -five  years. 

I'^hncr  Ctootlwin  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  at  WaiLilu*,.  wlure  lie 
h;is  siHfnt  his  cniire  life,  and  to  the  cuUivalion  of  which  fami  he  has  devote<l 
his  attention  with  very  gratifyhi^;  success.  Iteins^'  now  numbered  anionj;  the 
successful  and  suhstautial  citizens  of  his  connniuiity. 

In  if^^j;  l\liner  (i«")d\\in  ua-  married  to  Minei'a  .\Ifl  iilanVi ,  \',''<)  was 
burn  al  '\  iN  rloo.  Inil\ina,  and  a  daniditer  l)a\id  and  \lar\  <  W'lldn  sin ) 
McF.ntai  Icr,  l)avid  Mi  I'.nlari'cr  was  born  near  Waterloo  and  v>as  a  ^"i:  of 
Jae<il)  auil  l)ni--ill;i  i  S;i\ i;o;- ,  Mcl-.mar ''c,  jaiol)  Mi-I'aitarfcr  wa-  a  (,f 
John  and  Catherine  ,\icl  ntarfer,  who  came  fri»in  Stark  coniuy,  Ohio,  to 
DeKall)  ronnty.  Indiana,  in  iS.^cj.  Im^atini;;  in  SniithHeld  lo\\nsht|i  when  there 
were  oidy  four  or  Hve  f;iniilie>  in  tlie  tinynship.  The  country  had  Iwen  Init 
little  improved  anil-  wild  animals  and  Indians  were  nnnu'roU".  .Mr.  .Mc- 
Kntarfcr  niuu  \-'\-'\'.r>\  t'lc  Indian^  an<l  attended  ilu  lr  dan  c-^  i'lure  m  the 
lionir  farm  l)a\id  Mrbniarfer  v>  1-  reared  Vi  I'lanh"!  d  .-liid  marru-d  .\!ar\ 
Wddt-r-in.  u  ho  w a-  'be  dati'^^Iuc' o f  Martni  ami  I'.arliaia  1  1  ronk  )  \\'ilder--in. 
lie  >einr<'d  a  l;oo(|  i-dnralion  in  llie  -fii'>ol-.  and  eail\  in  Ii;<-  iieianie  a  u-ir!iLr. 
his  ilealli  occurrin^i;  al  the  early  a.ye  of  twenty-one  years,  leaving  a  wife  and 
two  chililreii.  lunma  ami  .\hne<la.  Mis  w  idow  aflerwar»ls  hecanie  the  wife  of 
Solomon  Link  and  li\ed  in  Smithlietd  lnw-nsht|>  near  Walerlto  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  on  Octolwr  8.  rtjo^.  iJy  her  second  marriajjc  she-  hore  three 
rliildren.  Mr-.  Mand<-  Drn-ivl-.  Mrs.  ]\;nl  P.ain-  v  ;ind  neiijaniin.  To  Mltner 
("ioiMl\>ni  and  wife  ';ia-  liern  lo'in  •(  dauidUi-r.  <  ira>  r.  \\lio  i-  now  the  wit'e  of 
foini  Tlionia-,  of  Waterlo*  1.  and  tlie\  Iv.wc  a  daii^hu-r.  Rntii,  Mr.  riioii.as 
is  the  s<pii  of  Ii  iiatiian  and  rhoelx-  1  h.\erlian  )  riuinia>.  and  Ite  v\a>  i)orn  it 
Kdon.  Ohio.  At  the  time  of  lii-  niarriaj^c  .Mr.  Ciootlwin  Iniill  a  very  attraetive 
and  coninnodioiis  residence  where  he  now  resides,  and  he  gave  his  attention  to 
the  o])erat)on  of  his  fine  farm,  which  is  numliered  amon^;  the  Ix-st  pieces  »»i 
agricultural  land  in  this  locality.  I'ratemally.  he  is  a  ineml)er  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  m  the  workings  of  which  order  he  takes  a  deep  interest,  and  ac- 
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cording  to  those  who  know  him  best  he  is  <a  good  citizen  in  the  broadest 
sense  of  the  phrase,  giving  his  support  to  those  enterprises  which  proniise  to 
advance  the  best  interests  of  the  community  materially,  mocally  and  educa- 
tionally. His  personal  relations  with  his  fellow  men  have  ever  l)een  mutually 
agreeable  and  lie  is  highly  regartlecl  by  all,  being  easily  aiiproached.  oldiging 
and  straightforward  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 


ALBERT  H.  PETERS. 

Among  the  cnierprismg  and  i)ulilic-!>i»iriteti  latuieis  ot  Jaclv.stJti  township. 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  none  has  been  granted  a  greater  nieed  of  res])ect  and 
admiration  than  the  gentleman  concerning  whom  this  brief  is  writtetn  Al- 
though a  comparatively  young  man.  he  has  for  many  years  been  an  eflkient 
and  widely  recognized  factor  in  the  growth  and  advancenic-nt  of  the  interests 
of  his  community.  .\  keen  a|)i)reciation  of  the  utility  of  nuKlern  iHethiKls  of 
afjrictiltiiro  has  made  for  Iiis  success  in  his  cho.^en  vocation  of  ;itjriculture. 
an<l  lie  IS  ever  icacly  to  atlopt  new  monies  and  apphantc.s  v. hen  ihcir  worth  i> 
jiroven. 

Albert  H.  Peters  conies  of  sturdy  Teutonic  stodc»  he  beii^  the  son  of 
Ernest  and  Ricca  (Gael)  Peters,  natives  of  (lermany.  who  eTuigratecl 
to  the  New  World  from  the  fatherland  in  settling  in  DeKall)  county. 
Indiana.    The  father  and  mother  are  still  Hvii^  in  jaekson  township.  To 

them  were  boni  ^-iv  children:  .Mbcrt  H  .  who  was  lK)ni  I'ebruary  3.  1875.  in 
DeKalb  county:  Charley,  who  lives  in  Jackson  towtiship;  bred  is  deceased: 
Mrs.  Sarah  Dannenlierg  lives  in  DeKalb  county;  l-.duard.  a  farmer  ot  the 
same  county;  breda  ilabig  lives  in  bort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

The  common  schools  of  DeKalb  county  were  the  source  of  the  subject's 
'early  education,  the  time  not  devoted  to  his  studies  being  occupied  in  assisting 
his  parents  in  the  labor  of  the  farm.  Upon  reaching  maturity  he  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  constable  in  Jackson  township,  w  hich  office  be  filled  for  a 
perio<l  of  eight  years  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

On  .\pril  II,  KKXi.  the  subject  of  this  review  was  tnntetl  in  marriage  !«• 
Delia  Kcslcr.  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Shilling)  Kester.  natnes  01 
Delvalb  county.  To  this  union  has  been  l>orn  one  child.  June  B..  wlio^  birth 
occurred  on  June  19.  1912.  The  only  brother  of  the  subject's  wife.  iMn,  is 
deceased. 
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Mr.  Peters  is  now  conducting  a  line  of  general  farming  on  the  ninety 
acres  of  good  land  which  he  owns.  A  splendid  home  has  been  erected  here, 
and  his  bom  and  other  -farm  buildings  are  of  the  very  best.  In  fact,  it  would 
be  hard  to  find  a  better  agricultural  plant  than  that  possessed  by  the  subject, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  just  pride  to  hiin  that  it  stands  as  a  work  of 'his  own 
iiands. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  Peters  gives  his  support  tf>  tht*  Lutheran  Kvan- 
gchcal  church,  ni  which  he  takes  an  active  interest,  while,  politically,  he  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket. 


EARL  \\\  FOKkF.ST. 

One  of  SniilhlicUl  township's  agruuiturahsts  and  slock  men  who  i^ 
deserving  of  a  place  in  this  lxK>k  i.s  Karl  W.  l''orrest.  a  man  of  courage,  self- 
reliance  and  the  utmost  integrity  of  purpose,  as  a  result  of  which  he  has. 
during;  Ins  entire  life,  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighliors  and 
friends,  w  hose  interests  he  lias  sought  to  promote  while  endeavoring  to  ad- 
vance his  own. 

Earl  W  I'lirrcst  was  horn  on  Augiist  6,  1870,  on  the  old  homestead 
tariii  oil  NtHtmn  i<),  Smithfield  townsliii).  I)rl\;ilh  conn!  \ .  Indiana,  and  is  the 
son  ot  W  illiam  k.  and  Lucy  I'.  ( CaufR-Ul  )  I'Virrest.  He  was  rcarctl  under 
the  parental  roof,  securing  a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town- 
ship, and  has  followed  fanning  from  bis  hoVhooil.  He  was  early  in  life 
iinbtted  'with  the  notion  that  there  was  a  dignity  and  independence  in  the 
agrictdttiral  vocation  not  to  be  fotm<l  in  any  r>ther  line  of  effort,  and  he  lias 
inte11i.i>:ently  and  properly  directed  bis  efforts  along  this  line.  Ins  lalmrs  lieing 
■crowned  with  a  fair  measure  of  «ikc<*n<  In  addition  to  f;irming  operati< ms. 
Mr.  I  nrrest  lias  also  cnga.tfed  in  threshnig  in  ^iea^in  ',if>  to  tin'  present  linu". 
liavint:  purchased,  in  the  fall  of  it;(H).  a  coiuplcle.  niodeni  threshing  onttit. 
and  in  thi>  special  line  of  effort  he  lias  heen  successful  on  his  own  .account, 
and  has  l>een  of  great  assistance  to  the  fanners  of  liis  community.  He  en- 
■gages  in  farming  operations  on  his  father's  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  and 
forty  acres  v.  here  he  lives,  and  he  jnst  completed  the  erection  of  a  fine,  up-to* 
date  barn,  costing  about  three  thousand  dollars,  and  which'is  generally  con- 
<;idcrcd  one  nf  the  l>cst  <tnictnres  f>f  it^  kind  in  the  township.  Tt  is  notewortliy 
that  most  of  the  heavy  material  for  this  liarn  \va<  cut  and  «ha}>ed  on  the  farm 
where  it  was  used.   Active,  resourceful  and  progressive.  Mr,  l  orrest  has  the 
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true  twcntieth-centiiry  spirit  of  enterpriM,  nui  beings  bound  by  old-tiiw 
ni«thcxl» ;  but  has  forged  ahead  and  follow  ed-  the  most  improved  lines,  being 
riglit fully  classed  anions  the  Icadin;;  agriculturalists  ot  his  county.  I'uliti- 
cally,  Mr.  i'^urresi  h  an  earni-si  Repuhlican  and  nctivc  in  his  interest  for  tliat 

urjjanizatiiMi.  iiii»nii[Ii  !ii>  private  atTfair>  liaxt.  made  such  heavy  demands  on 
his  tiiiit;  tlial  Ik'        \^^^\.  :iN]nrf»l  t<i  any  |»ul)lic.  office  lor  liini.self. 

Mr.  I'liinm  \v      iiiarrii'd  ■ 'H  jnl\  <).  !■>  Mvi  t'u-  <  inr\.  ilif  <latii;ti- 

U-r  Ki"  lia\ulan  !  I'lnina  i  I <!]«.■  >  (  nrr\.    Ntr-   |-..iir-t'>  father  was  a 
oi  tJhio.  vvhi)  caiuc  Li_«  (.'iuiiiy.  hniiana,  ui  iu  in.i;  ui  i  lunlcrii 'U  n 

until  abotit  three  years  ago.  when  he  located  in  (jarrett,  Indiana,  where  he  now 
resi«lc.s.  To  hint  ami  his  wile  vvt-ic  bom  six  children,  viz.:  Henry:  Myrtle. 
,\lrs.  I'orrert:  .Mr*.  Lm*ll;»  llo  >ver.  i»f  (Jarrett:  Mtk.  Carrie  WaterliecU.  of 
(iaiiLd:  (.  ! lark's  and  Ik-  i*.  l-'orrcM's  niothor.  vwi^  wa-  lioni  near 

May^vjlic.  }M>\y  kni.wii  :i>  llarhrn,  indian.-i,  is  --liil  !:\in.:^.  1'.  Mr.  antl  .Mrs. 
|-iiirr-l  liavr  Irvii  I-mii  tVih  >'ii]i'rvii,  \  i  .  ;  l.'.vU,  v\  .  • .  ilul  al  (lif  aj^C  "»t 
ihvkv  \rar>:  ()r,illr.  ditiM^id.  I  ':n;i.  I.a\<iii.  \  i-iia.  Donald  and  (Jlark. 

In        ri.-lal"<n>  unit  men.  I  i>iic--l  ha>  Ijccn  }4tn<lcd  1a 

the  highest  motives.  I  le  has  the  grcateM  ^•^'mp:lthy  f*)r  his  fell<>\v*  and  i* 
always  willinv:  to  aJtrutid  onrouraKC  those  who  are  slnij^jclintf  to  aid  tlum- 
selves.  Yet  in  this,  as  in  oiher  thing:s.  he  is  entirely  unassuinin;;.  When  he 
believes  that  he  is  on  the  rii<hi  jiuth.  nothitiir  can  -\vervc  him  from  it.  Mi* 
home  life  is  a  sacred  irn>t.  ;'.nd  hi-  fncn(!shi]i-  m  inviolable.  He  ha'^  cofn- 
n'anded  the  rcsin  ci  >!  ;.!!  cl.'--c-^  l»y  ln>  CNcuiplary  life,  and  t«Klay  \<  an  lumor 
l<»  the  community  in  nhicii  he  lives. 


ISAAt:  1*:.  BARKKK. 

It  with  plra^-Hi-  ih  it  u(.  i)r<.->.ent  ti>  om  rcatler>  the  lite  record  oi  Isaac 
i  :.  liarker.  lur  he  i>  a  luonnneni  and  intliteniial  citizen  of  HeKalb  anmty  and 
ime  who  for  curious  reasons,  is  entitled  to  ilisiiurtive  representati<in  In  this 
v<iliutie.  The  liarker  family,  of  which  the  subject  of  lhi>  sketch  is  a  worthy 
representative,  is  one  of  the  old  honoretl  ones  of  DeKall*  c  .nntx  The  iirM 
rcpre!«entati\ e  of  the  (ainily  who  came  to  \iiv  M-a  u  a-  I'.iUvard  I'arker.  \vli<> 
\\a>  liorn  in  ,\«tttint,diani^hire.  I.njjland.  in  June.  iXi)<').  and  in  |S^4  came  with 
In-^  wife  and  t\\'«  <lan.t;hler^  to  the  I'nited  S?ate>  lie  hr>l  lived  t^^o  year-  .it 
Detroit.  Michigan,  ami  then  moved  to  Branch  cmmly,  Michigan,  where  he 
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livvil  uiilil  1^5^.  I"  I  laniiihm,  Suniticn  luiuily.  Iiuii.nia.  u  lui  r  hv  Vw  al 

t\v<»  years.  AbotU  185-'  he  Itmiiiln  a  farm  in  tlif  iKirtlicant  quarter  oi  Sn  iih- 
field  towmhip,  DeKatb  c<>um> .  jurt  e;ist  of  Summit,  fridwartl  Barker  was  by 
track*  a  miller,  having  serve<l  an  apprnUicesliip  in  l'jiji(laii(1  and  \v< irked  at  liis 
trade  in  comiection  with  farming'  pn<ir  to  his  settlement  in  DeKalli  cminty. 
Ill  \' a-v  ,1  iocil  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Kpi^coi^al  church  and  a  zealous 
worker  iti  thai  siH-icty.  fU>  a\;'.>  tho  prinu-  iiir.vcr  in  tlio  ir<,f;inizntii iii  I'f  a 
Siiihliv  v,l>,„,|  m  till.'  (;ul\  tla\-.  whifli  ua-^  lln-  l"' ■>Tninnti"  <it  tlir  I'.arkiT 
Methoilist  Mpi-copal  cluircli.  lliai  chinch  havinijf  I  frii  . irj4ani/.c't!  at  hi.'^  h<'U*c 
in  the  fall  01  iN;.'.  and  of  whicli  he  was  tlie  tirsi  ila>^  leader.  He  was  an 
earnest  Christian,  broad  and  I  literal  with  all  classes,  I'rotcstant  ami  Catholic 
and  unl)eliever>.  and  wu^  rv'^nWiA      aiS     a  reiinUle  cTii/.en  and  a  true 

friend,  his  atlvicc  heiii;;  fre<|iiciitly  sought  and  carryinjr  jjreat  weifrht.   At  the 
time  Mr.  P.arker  came  ti>  DeKall*  comity  the  l  omHrv  sr«  nied  wilil  and  veiy 
lonely,  but  little  improvement  having  been  made,  the  only  teat  mix  >  nf  hmU  ■ 
hi>  firm  ■  >}  ori  hninheil  :iii<l  ^,\tv  ;'><  :<'■-  a        h'lu-v  and  nule  lin-ii. 

w  itit  i>nl\  a  jtarl  ni  tla-  land  '•:.-:iri,d.  lie  \\:\-  |ir<)tir«'>-iv  f  and;  jiiiliiie  spoiled 
in  his  altitude  touaul  Ujcal  aJlair>  and  s^avt'  tlie  iainl  on  which  was  l>uilt  the 
MetlwHlist  church  which  Ixrars  his  name.  His  death  occurred  in  Septemlicr. 
1872.  He  wa$  married  in  England  to  Susannah  Pitts,  who  died  in  Septem- 
licr.  1840.  leavinjr  four  children,  Snbseijnentlv  he  marrie»l  Reliccca  Oliram. 
of  Dili. I.  divd  in  1876,  Of  ~  child.en.  Miltt»n  T.  r.ri  krr  was  lioni  at 
i)tirr>ii.  \1  iilii'^aii  on  Juno  11.  \[v  \' a-  ri-ar' d  < -u  h\<  I'lixr'-  rarrii  in 

I  )«d\alh  coninv  ,  on  wliii  l-  lir  t(.'>i<lrd  until   lSi)S.  uluii  lu-  Mh'\fd  Jo  Ashley. 

litrt'  lu'  ii.i>,\  re->i«le.~.  \\  lu  n  .ahori  thiriv  \i-ars  a.::;e  lu-  r<(ei\(.'d  trotn  his 
latlkT  i'-!ty  acres  of  land  in  -ceti-in  11,  on  which  he  had %» heady  built  a 
house,  and  subsctiueiilly  he  lK»u{fht  forty  acres  nfore:  in  all  he  acf|mred  the 
ownership  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  !nU  in  March,  njoo.  he  soUl  off 
eij»hty  acres  of  this  farm,  and  tw«>  year«i  after  his  removal  to  Ashley  he 
ion^rht  a  small  fann  at  the  east  c«l4;e  of  that  t '\, n.  where  he  now  lives.  Mr. 
r.arivrv  was  \',,y  ntativ  \e:irs  jjroniinen!  in  tlu-  I'  xal  life  >  \  \)\v  lunntmitx . 
served  a>  jiistiii'  o|  (In-  praic  nwc  term  and  \\a^  riected  t  -f  a  >('nMul  ti'ini. 
Imt  ilcihnt'd  to  <ii!alii'\.  lie  :ilsi.  ^-'vrd  a-  trr-tec-  ol'  Sniitliticld  to\'.nslii|>  two 
tciin>  an<l  in  other  v,ay^  look  a  Uadin.u  i)art  in  the  a«:vancement  of  the  local 
welfare.  Thottgli  he  did  not  receive  an  extensive  educsition  in  his  IxivIukhI. 
he  was  an  extensive  reader  and  close  observer,  and  was  considered  a  well  in- 
formed man.  Milton  P.  Barker  was  t%vire  married,  lirst  to  Margaret  Pirrim. 
the  daughter  of  James  Dirrim,  of  Franklin  township,  this  cotmty.  to  which 
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union  w«re  bom  live  chiklren,  Clara,  the  wife  of  Preston  MiUer,  o(  Jackson 
county,  Michigan,  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  Mrs.  Lela  Gee.  Charles. 
Hattic  and  Hariy ;  Hannah  D.  is  the  wife  of  William  L'pd^aph,  of  Okla- 
homa; she  has  two  children,  Waldo  and  Mrs.  Nina  Smith;  Isaac  E,  is  the 
iinnicfiiatc  stihjcci  of  this  sketch;  Charles  M.,  who  lives  in  jacksun  county, 
Michigan,  niai  ried  julit'tte  Scn'  v.  an<l  they  lia\  c  one  daughter.  Mai>el ;  Jaiiif< 
C,  lives  in  Jackson  coniity,  M ichiiian,  married  Rertlia  Hetx.  and  ihey 

ha\c  a  son,  Clyde.  Mrs.  Margaret  Barker  died  on  .\prd  y,  1893,  and  in  1896 
Mr.  Barker  married  Mrs.  Harriett  ( Smurr)  Packer,  the  daughter  of  Xefeon 
and  Rebecca  Smiirr.  She  was  born  in  Wilmington  to%mship,  this  county,  of 
which  her  parents  were  early  settlers :  was  reared  there  and  eventually  mar- 
ried Oscar  Packer,  their  home  1)eing  at  Butler,  this  ctnmty,  until  his  death, 
in  May,  tS^8.  They  were  the  parents*  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
datti^hters:  lav  f 'acker,  nf  Hetroif ;  jennie.  who  is  deceased,  was  llie  u  if<- 
of  John  Lowe;  .\nnu-  is  iiu-  wiu-  ni  \  a-\s  ( irotT.  of  l£dgerton.  and  William, 
who  is  a  worker  in  powder  nulls  at  various  (ilaces. 

Isaac  E.  Darker  was  born  on  July  7.  uw  the  Iioni<r  fanu  ca.^t  oi 

Summit,  this  cmuny,  and  was  tliere  reared.  He  secured  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  then  was  a  stiulent  at  the  Tri-State 
Normal  School  at  Angola,  and  also  took  siiccial  studies  at  .Vulxmu  In  1889 
Mr.  Barker  hcgan  teaching  school,  in  which  vocation  he  was  busily  engaged 
during  the  fnllov.  in<»  si.xteen  vears,  t'le  fjr<t  year  in  Jackson  t<"MT;hi;t,  th<*  str- 
rmd  \  car  in  l-an'tield  tow  nship,  and  the  renciinder  of  the  imii  hi  Snnthtield 
ti >\\  u-iiip.  haxin.u;  tai;,i,du  thiiteen  ye:irs  in  two  schttuls  in  tlic  l;ilter  townsliip 
He  attained  a  widespread  reputation  as  a  successful  educator  and  his  services 
were  in  great  demand.  However,  in  1895,  Mr.  Barker  relinquished  his  peda- 
gogical work  and  h.'is  since  i^ven  hi-i  un<livj(lcd  attention  to  his  fanning  opera- 
tions, in  which  lie  ha.s  mcl  with  a  large  and  well  deserved  success.  Mr.  Barker 
is  the  owner  di  one  hiindred  and  twenty  acres  of  1an<l,  havini^  l>r)ii<,dn  eighty 
acres  from  his  father  and  forty  acres  of  it  coniprisin;;  the  old  Barker  home- 
stead. \\  ith  the  exception  of  about  tive  acres  all  of  his  land  is  in  a  tine  state 
of  cvillivation. 

In  lii^J2  .Mr.  I'.arker  married  (ieorgia  Chapman,  the  tlaughter  »>f  I.iuis 
Chapman  and  a  sister  of  L.  N.  Chapman,  in  whose  sketch  elsewhere  in  this 
work  apppears  the  rec<wd  of  the  Chapman  family.  Nfrs.  Barker  was  born  and 
reared  in  Sniithfield  township,  this  county,  and  in  a  woman  of  many  fine  |)er- 
sonal  qualities  of  char;<(  tcr  which  have  endeared  her  to  all  who  know  her. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  have  been  bom  four  children.  Paul.  Claudo.  .Mtltnn 
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and  Kt>«;!ia.line.  The  first  two  nanietl  are  altciiiling  the  lii^li  .sclio  il  ai  \sliley. 
f  Politically,  ilr  Barker  is  an  earnest  aftvocate  of  Democratic  principles, 
and  as  a  nominee  of  his  party  lie  was  elected  in  Kjco  as  tnistee  »»f  Sniithfield 
townsliij).  Iioldinjj  that  office  for  four  years  and  discliar^inn;  his  official  duties 

to  the  entire  snti^i'.niion  <>r  his  constittlents.  T'"raternali\ .  lie  i'-  a  inemluT  t,i 
the  Modern  \\  ■  <  ir lnu-n  of  America,  while,  rehj^ionslv .  he  and  his  wii'e  and 
three  s<<nsare  memtxTs  the  Methinhst  I".|>i<((>|)al  ehnroli.  nf  winch  ll>ev  are 
earnest  and  faithful  workers  an<l  to  which  they  i;i\e  a  lilieral  <;n])])or|.  Per- 
sonally. .Mr.  Barker  enjoys  a  wide  ijopulariiy.  for  he  h:!>  taken  an  inicl]i;;enl 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  comnninitv  which  is  honored  by  his  citizenship, 
and  has  at  all  times  given  his  earnest  supiiort  to  everything  tending  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  his  fellow.s.  Courteous  and  kitul  to  all.  broad-minded 
in  his  view  s  of  men  and  afTairs.  and  firm  in  his  cfHivtctions.  it  is  a  conipliment 
worthily  l)estowed  t»t  speak  of  htm  as  one  of  tl;e  wi>rtliv  oitizen■^  <if  iiis  lo<  alitv. 
and  he  i-  ennnently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  \vf»rk  of  the  character  <il'  the 
one  in  hand. 


.ALBERTl'.S  C.NMPBFM- 

Indt  tntiq:ahle  indti^trx  .  Miund  business  iudi^nient  and  wi-r  inana,^^*  nu  nt 
have  been  liie  elerneni;,  winch  have  contributetl  to  the  success  achieved  by 
Alberius  Canipljcll,  an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, DeKatb  county.  Hi*  farm  is  well  improved  and  highlx-  productive, 
being  numbered  among  the  good  farms  of  the  township  in  which  he  lives, 
and  because  of  his  high  character  and  unquestionevl  integrity  he  enjoys  to  a 
marked  degree  the  sincere  respect  of  the  community. 

Alhertus  ("ampl)ell  was  horn  on  April  13.  1S71.  on  tlie  old  homestead 
farm  close  to  Waterhw),  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  a  M)n  of  h'dward  and 
Mariuni  I*'.  ( C  hilds )  (';ini])bell,  who  are  speciticallv  nientione<l  i  lsfwliere  in 
this  work.    The  subject  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  securmg  his 

education  in  the  district  stchools  and  gave  his  assistance  to  his  father  in.the 
<^)eration  of  the  honK  farm  until  he  was  married,  after  which  event  he 
engaged  in  the  baled  hay  iHisiness  ip  ])artnership  with  his  brother,  Clark. 

During  the  same  period  lu-  was  also  engaged  in  the  operation  r»f  forty  acres 
of  lanii  ad ji liniiiL;'  hi-  fatluM'"-,  farm  and  whicl;  bcloiii;cd  to  the  oM  homestead. 
In  DecemlH;r,  1905,  Mr.  Campbell  bought  sixty-five  acres  of  the  old  Jerry 
Honpstrcet  farm,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Hempstreet.  and  at  the  present  time  is 
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the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  that  farm.  About  eight  acres 

til.  l;nnl  i<  <i'll  in  tinilxT.  but  the  l>alant"f  !>■  under  ciihivati<»n  and  splen- 
i!i<il\  niijimu'I  iti  rc^jKTl.    When  he  oi>l;iiiied  lliis  iaiui  lltc  l>;i!n  wa^^ 

tluTr.  I 'tit  tl:r  n--i<l<!m-  was  u)  virv  jxHU  iT'iair  rmd  Mr.  (  ritnplH-ll  at  'Uuc 
iiK.ixcd  his  present  residence  ofi  the  Jortv  ai  res  iK'ioni^jinjf  to  the  lion)>u-ad  farru 
unc  niilf  away  and  JUovcd  it  U)  il^  i>rc>vnl  ioialinn.  tin-  .'ia'i:.ii"i»  re.|uiiiiin 
eight  days.  He  then  reniodelctl  the  rcsideiwe.  convcriin,^  it  into  a  larjie. 
roomy,  convenient  and  comfortable  home,  where  the  family  nou*  reside,  hi 
every  respect  Mr.  C'ampbell  ha»  jshown  an  intelligent  nnderstandini^!'  of  ihe  re- 
quirements of  sncresst'ul  aeii'  i  '!  !!'-  n  il  has  achieved  a  siKcess  wliich  ha^ 
placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  tanners  of  Stnithtield  tow  nship,  die 
splenth'd  success  whicii  lie  has  enjoyed  heinc:  attrihutahle  entirely  to  hi?  own 
clfi-rl-  and  \>>  h;-  iii(l'>'iiital>le  i)idns«ry  and  ]k  r-vx  erauce. 

(  )n  Itiiie  7,  i>-'*i-'.  Ml.  C  aiuii.  vll  married  1  ai  r.(  Walkei,  llii.-  dau.^hicr  i>i 
Eli  and  Susan  (Wildcrson^  Walker,  and  to  them  have  lieen  l:<»m  tw<i  rhil- 
<lren.  I'Mwanl  I",  and  lereniiah.  In  l^val  pnhlir  Jiffnirs  Mr.  (  amphell  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  and  was  township  as<4i-s<<tr  for  four  yearji.  from  \t)04  t'» 
Kjc'**.  tlix'lKiR'iti!*  tin*  duisi''^  'In-  |m  -itiMi-  to  ihe  entir<  .;t ;^fact:«ni  of  hi* 
fellnv,  citi'eii^,  III-  \\a-i  trdeicd  {>>  i"ai~-f  lh:  .a--- (•-■^iiirii!  mI  r^al  r-.t  :il<.-  'K-r 
rent  .  '.v[  i\.<\  ii' i(  i|iiUr  -MiTci  d  Ml  I'lat  e(ti>il,  I'rateniaily .  Ik-  1-  a  tiu  ir:!  ;-■ 
the  I'lfi-  .'tiid  .\iT<.-;iled  Ma-i'ii-  and  the  iMiivhl^  rytiita-<  at  \\  .'i t •  rl- .1 1.  aii-l 
he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  workings  oi  these  vjcietics.  Mr.  ("ampljel!  i- 
wide-awake  to  the  best  interests  of  the  cmnmunity  aiKl  gives  a  whrrfeheaned 
-ui  ii  it  tt>  all  wt»rthy  movements  for  the  ytioil  of  his  fellow^.  He  enii»v-«  ;. 
wide  cHHitiaintance  ;•«'!  's  veil  Ii1-e<l  bv  all  who  1  now  I'ini  lR*cau«e  of  hi-  l>*«-i 
ness  success  an<l  his  sievHnj;  <p'alities  of  character. 


HRNUV  D  A  PP. 

.\.i;vienhnre  h.i^  hetii  an  Iinnori'd  \in-ati"n  ("r^  in  the  ea'he-i  a-jes.  .ituI 
ns  a  Usual  thuii:  men  >'\  li'iimralile  and  linnanc  nnpiiUrs.  a>  well  as  oi  i'nei;^\ 
and  thrift.  ha\e  heen  the  leruhp'r  pairons  ,.f  hi!s|>andr\.  The  farm  lias  Ik'CU 
the  fruitful  soil  from  wliich  has  emanated  the  moral  bone  and  sinew  of  the 
nation,  and  from  the  labors  of  the  field  have  come  forth  in  to  the  most 
exalted  planes  of  usefulness  the  strongest  men  of  the  country,  while  all  who 
have  a|)preciation  of  tme  values  will  regard  with  admiration  the  dignity  of 
the  fanner  and  the  value  of  the  work  he  acc<»mplishes.   .\m<»ng  the  enteqiris- 
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ing  citizens  ot  DeKalli  county  is  the  sitliioci  of.iliis  Urivi  sketch,  alio  is  an 
honored  rcsi<Ient  of  SmitliHckl  t<mtisliip,  with  whose  ai^riaihni'iit  ilevclo|ni)ent 
anil  progress  he  has  Inm  intimately  iclentilied.  while  he  has  sit  live<l  as  lo 
merit  ami  i\\ti\o  ilu-  i'tilk-si  im'a>n:\  "f  populnr  1  Miiili'ciKc  .ni'l  c--t(x'.i! 

Henry  |)a;]i»  \\a->  ixini  mii  |amiar\  i<j,  iS<ki.  in  \l-.a<v.  I  laiioc. 
liL'linigint;  lij  ( icnnanv  -  1  K- i«.  ilii-  in  ,  ,t'  \!  ,1  anil  I  '.li/alir- li  iMa  liii)  I  )ai)p. 
both  of  whom  \verciu»iti.  n;u\-ii  aiui  ii;;urictl  in  AU.uv.  whciL'  I'aliicr  i'ul- 
lowcd  the  jmrsuit  of  farmin^f.  Henry  I  )ai>p  was  rearetl  in  his  native  locality 
ami  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  accompanied  his  (jsirents  on  their 
cnii};;ration  tt>  America,  sittiin;^  at  once  in  Smnmii.  DcKalh  county,  Indiana, 
where  the  father  hoitght  one  hnndrcd  and  sixty  acres  of  splendid  land,  conv 
'»ri-'<i'"  ilu'  ^^^r^lH•a>t  i|uar((;r  i>;'  ^cciit'ii  1  j.  \vlu-ia'  lie  ijiailc  I'.i'-  hmiu'.  .uniiijf 
his  undivided  attrution  lo  the  cnltiv atiuu  atid  iinprnviun'iil  hi'  iiis  i.trin  as 
I'.'Hu  a>  lu"  l;\ril.  Ill'  Vwi-  a  iilaii  -U'rliivj  1  jiiil-.iic--  m|  i  adv  r  aisd  '-.•iii"_M-d 
ihc  respect  o]  the  entire  eutiumiiiity.  I'l  liiiii  aiul  lii^  wiic  were  i)')rn  >ix 
children,  namely:  fknry.  the  innnediatc  suhject  of  this  sketch;  Stacy,  the 
wife  (if  John  Trapp.  of  (iarrell,  this  co«i»ty :  C  aroline  >\as  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Deileh.  of  Avilla.  Indiana.  an<l  is  now  dece:ised:  t^'lenieniine  is  the  wife  of 
\nt""iiiy  (Irisl  antl  lives  .al  (larrell;  I.'  !it-c  a;nl  ih  an-  t\\ii)<.  Kliza- 

iii'lb.  di-i  ca^i'd.  ^  a^  iliv  w  i  fi-  i-t  W  iiliair  \.<>]v^  anil  lui-il  ,il  l'"ri  \\a\Jic  niilil 
:ier  <!eaili.    Tiu  laila  r  mi  iliese  ciiiidren  liied  oil  January  ^.  an«l  ilie 

uiuiliLron  1  K'tainlK"!  1.  iSo". 

The  >ulMeel  ui'  ihi-i  .^keteli  Ined  uii  the  'ild  iK-me  i>i.Ke,  e^  elltually  imyinj» 
eighty  acres  from  his  father  and  after  the  Intter's  death  he  lj«ntghl  out  the 
interests  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  rcinainhix  eighty  acres  of  the  estate,  thus 
bein^  now  the  owner  of  the  entire-  farm  of  ime  lnin«h  ed  and  sixty  acres.  The 
pbx  r  i>  wi  ll  mipr  tM-d  in  every  respect,  the  fertility  of  the  snil  liav  ini;  been 
maiiUained  i>\  indiei<.ii>-  altentinn  to  the  rotation  "f  I'rops  an<l  lertilizati* iii. 
and  Mr.  Dapp  ha>  achieved  a  splenihil  success  in  his  operations,  lie  carries  on 
a  (hversifkd  -^teni  o|"  farniiiiii^.  rai'iinij  all  the  crop-  t  oninion  to  this  localit\ 
and  gives  some  atlenlion  to  tlie  breeding  and  rai>ing  of  live  >l»>ck.  in  which 
he  has  met  with  success. 

In  1884  Mr.  Dapp  married  ilagdalene  Schiffli.  a  daughter  of  Anthony 
Schiffli.  and  to  this  iniion  have  been  bom  eight  children,  namely :  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  John  May,  who  lives  near  her  fadu  r%  farm  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship  and  they  have  two  children.  Agnes  and  I'.stiier;  l~li/al)e(h  (lie  w  'ltv  of 
Matthias  Hohl.  and  they  live  west  of  the  Catholic  church  in  Sniithtieki  towrt- 
ship;  they  have  two  lx)ys,  Henry  and  Alvin:  Theiesa  is  tlie  wife  of  Jolui 
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Schlusser,  who  lives  in  the  western  part  of  Smithfield  t<jwnship,  and  they  have 

a  son,  Paul  Louis;  Aiii'K  iiy  lives  near  his  sister  in  SmithBeM  township  and 
married  Esther  Gabe;  John  is  unmarrietl  and  is  attending  St.  Meinard  College 
in  southern  Ituhana;  Loni-r,  Alliert  and  Kad'c  :xrv  at  h' mn*  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  I)ap|>  and  his  family  are  all  earnest  ineniiHr-  .ii  lin  '  ni'mlic  cinirch 
Their  lives  have  been  such  as  to  earn  the  warm  luniunanlaiion  <jf  all  ulio 
know  them,  for  they  have  been  true  to  their  highest  conceptions  of  riglu  and 
in  the  civic  life  of  the  community  Mr.  Dapp  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest, 
giving  his  support  at  all  times  to  every  movement  which  has  for  its  object  the 
advancement  of  his  fellow  men.  Personally,  he  is  genial  and  companional^e 
and  has  won  a  host  of  warm  pernonal  friends. 


FREDERICK  GFELLER.  JR. 

In  every  conmnmity  some  men  are  known  for  their  upright  lives,  strong 
cotiimon  seti'-e  aii'l  HHiiistry.  rather  tl'an  i'»r  their  wealth  nr  ]><)litic"il  standinj; 
Their  lu-i^lil  i-.  and  ac<|ii.iintani>-  r-|nct  them,  and  when  they  "wrap  the 
drapery  ot  their  couches  about  them  and  he  down  to  pleas.mt  tlreanis"  i>o:>terUy 
listens  with  reverence  to  the  story  of  their  <|uiet  ami  useftil  lives.  Amon|; 
such  men  of  a  past  generation  in  DeKalb  county  was  the  late  Frederick 
Gfeller,  Jr.,  who  was  not  only  a  progressive  man  of  affairs,  successful  in  ma- 
terial pursuits,  hut  a  man  i)f  m»ide<t  and  una-^snnnnij  demeanor,  a  fine  1\\k-  <>f 
the  reliable,  self-made  American,  a  frieiul  to  the  \k>ot,  charitable  to  the  faults 
>'f  hi-  TU'ii.jIihor'-  :tnd  v.h'^  •\\\m\\>  stood  rtad\  X>>  mtiff  \viH>  ihetu  in  every 
.e;ood  work  and  artnt  m  tlk-  su])p<)rt  ot  laml.ilili  juililu  enterprises,  a  man  wlio 
in  every  respect  merited  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held. 

Frederick  Gfeller,  Jr.,  was  bom  in  the  canton  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  on 
May  1 5,  iS.'io.  and  was  the  son  of  Frederick.  Sr..  and  Katherine  Elizabeth 
(Schiba)  Gfeller.  When  the  subject  was;  Init  two  rears  old  the  family  came 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Stark  count  v.  Ohio,  where  they  lived  for 
several  years.  Thev  then  came  to  Smithfield  township.  DeKalb  county, 
hnliaan.  l(»catiii<:  in-i  w  e<t  i-  I'n  (  ritl'Mlic  church  A  year  Infer  they  moved 
to  the  Hoffelder  farm.  iciiKiinnii;  ihcrr  two  vear>;  I'or  a  >horl  lime  they 
then  lived  east  of  Waierlo:).  eveuuially  returnmji  tti  Snuthfield  township, 
w  here  for  eleven  years  the  father  engaged  in  farmmg.  They  then  returned 
to  the  vicinity  of  Waterloo,  the  parents  spending  their  last  years  in  I'nkm- 
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town.  Thcgr  wm  die  parents  of  four  childreti.  three  sons  and  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  EUcabetb  Browa,  Frederidc,  Gottfried  and  SamueL 

•  Fradericlc  GfeOcr,  Jr.,  remained  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  in 
t9f2,  when  he  eilgagad  in  forming  on  his  own  account,  leasing  land  from 

George  Wolfe  just  east  of  the  Catholic  charch.  where  he  remained  eleven 
years.  While  on  that  latui,  he  bouf^ht  thirteen  acres  of  land  adjoining-,  thougfh 
he  did  not  live  on  it  He  next  bougiit  forty  acrc'^  a  "^hort  <listance  northeast 
of  where  he  was  renting,  and  fo*ir  or  five  years  later  Ixjught  forty  acres  more 
just  north  of  where  he  was  farming,  to  which  he  moved  two  years  later,  mak- 
ing it  his  permanent  home.  In  all,  he  accunrabted  two  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  of  good  land  and  was  considered  a  very  capable  and  successful  husmess 
man. 

Mr.  Gfeller  took  a  large  tntemtt  in  tlie  welfare  of  the  cf>rninnnity  in 
which  he  li\  ed  and  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  St.  Michael's  Catholic 
church.  He  served  as  road  «!uper\  isor  and  as  cotistable,  and  was  twice  elected 
trustee  of  SmitJiAeld  township,  being  nominated  for  a  third  term,  but  dying 
before  election  day.  He  enjoyed  a  well-deserved  popularity  throughout  the 
section  of  the  county  in  which  he  lived,  enjoying  a  wide  acqttaintance,  among 
whom  were  many  warm  personal  friends. 

In  October.  1872,  Mr.  Gfeller  married  Mary  A.  Mehr.  who  was  lx)rn  in 
Germany  in  (^54.  the  daughter  of  Johannes  and  Dora  (Schoudel)  Mehr.  In 
August,  1871,  Mary  and  her  fifteen-year-old  sister.  Katherine,  now  Mrs 
!"rank  P.  Miller,  came  to  the  United  States,  and  came  at  once  to  DeKalb 
countv,  Indiana,  iiiakinf*  their  linne  in  Sniithfield  township.  .\lai y  .Mehr  was 
.se\enteen  years  old  and  could  talk  no  English.  She  secured  \\ork  in  private 
families,  with  whom  she  was  employed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  during 
this  period  acquhvd  a  thorough  command  of  the  English  language.  By  her 
nurriage  with  Frederick  Gfeller  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children,, 
namely:  Frederick,  who  lives  near  St.  Michael's  Catholic  church,  married 
Annie  Shoudel,  the  daughter  of  M.  L.  Shoudel.  and  they  have  nine  children. 
I  rcil.  Dora.  Matthias.  Mary.  Celia,  Joseph.  Herman  and  Cliristian.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Smith,  of  Kosciusko  county.  Indiana,  and  they  have  one 
child,  ("icnevieve.  Frank,  who  lives  on  the  old  home  place,  married  Anna 
Schiffli  and  to  them  were  bom  four  children,  Olivia,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  ^^-eeks.  Lauretta.  Garence  and  Raymond.  Dora  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Walker,  of  Sniithfield  township,  this  county-  The  father  of  these  children 
died  on  November  04, 1^5,  and  two  yean  afterwards  his  widow  became  the 
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wife  of  John  HofFeWer,  also  a  resident  of  Smithleld  township.  However, 
she  still  spends  iimch  of  her  time  with  her  children,  by  whom  she  is  held  in 

ihc  most  affectionate  regard.    Frederick  Gfeller  was  a  nian  of  steady,  in- 

dn«-iii(jns  lial)its.  his  success  in  lite  I)cing  due  sosely  to  his  •> n  efforts,  and 
iie  never  \  iolated  in  the  '^lic^htt'^t  dej^ree  the  conlidence  which  his  fellows 
reixi>ed  in  him.  A  faithful  husband,  loving  anct  affectionate  father,  faithful 
friend  rind  loyal  citizc'n.  his  death  was  considered  a  distinct  loss  to  the  com- 
munity which  had  been 'honored  by  hi^  citizenship. 


LEMUEL  i\.  CHAPMAN. 

,  ■  *  It  is  proper  to,  judge  of ,  the  success  of  a  man's  life  by  the  esjtu.iiation  in 
.whi^h  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  .They  s^  him  iat  his  wQrk,  .in  his 
family  circle,  in  chnrch.  hear  his  \  iews,  (»n  jjuhlic  (|iit;sti<»ns.  observe  tlie 
operation  of  his  code  of  morals,  witness  how  he  conducts  himself  in  all  the 
relations  of  societx  atid  civilization,  and  are.  therefore.  coniiKtenl  to  judge  of 
his  nurii..  and  iktiurits.  .\fter  a  lon^  course  of  years  of  such  datlv  ohscrxa- 
lioii.  il  uuuUl  lic  <int  of  the  (piestinn  for  his  neii^iiiiors  not  to  know  uf  his 
worth,  for.  as  ha»  Ixen  said,  "actions  s|)eak  louder,  than  words."  In  this 
connection  it  is  not  too  nntch  to  say  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  passed  a 
life  of  unusnal  hoimr.  that  he  has  been  iiulustrinus  and  has  the  confidence 
all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  friendship.  ^ 
Lemuel  N.  Chaptniu!.  an  honored  citizen  and  industrious  farmer  of 
Smithtield  township.  DeKail*  county.  Indiana,  was  born  in  that  township  on 
lanuarv  .j.  i8(>~.  and  the  sou  nf  I  rwi'^  .iiid  .Mary  i  Dmican  I  ('ha])niau. 
Lew  is  Chapman  was  l>orn  in  \\  a\iic  iouui\.  ( )hio.  on  July  17.  the  --on 

of  Lennicl  and  Kuth  (  Hardinj; )  Chapman.  The  C  hapman  family  is  of  F.ng- 
Hsh  ancestry,  tlic  progenitc)rs  of  the  family  .having  first  settled  in  Tennsyl- 
vanla.  where  lltey  married  into  Pennsylvania  Dutch  sttHrk.  I^emuel  Chat^ 
man,  the  ixitemal  grandfather.  lx<came  a  )>rt>mineui  man  in  his  day.  Iieitig 
known  as  (General  Chai»man  in  Ohio  and  commander  of  the  state  militia.  He 
was  a  SMlditT  in  the  u  :h-  of  iRij.  and  hi^  death  <  <  rnrrcd  m!  \^\J.  lie  ua-  a 
man  of  manv  :uTf>mplishments.  beini.,'  a  fine  iKiiman  and  well  etUicated.  a- 
well  as  tienig  (xnvcrful  |>hysHally.  Lewis  Chaptnan  was  reared  in  Ohio,  at- 
tending high  school,  antl  some  time  before  the  Civil  war  he  came  to  DeKalh 
county,  Inf liana,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  north  of 
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the  east  part  of  Waterloo.  He  also  taught  school  during  two  winters.  In 
'186*1  he  Carried  Mary  C.  Duticzin, '  \rh< >  was  horn  near  -PittlsIjiifgft.  Pininsyl- 

-vania.  in  183.'.  thi  (Iau;,'!ittT  of  (Icorijc  J.  and  Mary  (  Baxter )  Duncan.  When 
'two  years  old  her  ])arents  moved  to  Holmes  cottntv.  Ohio,  and  later 'to  Wayne 
'county,  indian.i,  and  111  1^3-'  xhv  t'nniil)  inti\ed  to  1  )t'KaIti  rotnity,  locating 'a 
'short  distance  from  where  the  Barker  Metho(hsi  l^piscopai  chMr<;h  is  now 
lic>^ated1n  SniithfieM  townsthip.  where  her  parents  haik  a*  home  and  lived  the 
'rest  of  their  lives:  George  Jl  Duncan  was  hoth  a  shovmaker  .and  a  larmer, 
hut  bis  sons  mostly  followed  fiimiing.    Mary -Unncau  lived  im- the -home 
farm  until  her  marriage,  and  so^ne  time  prior  thereto  had  taught  sdiool  at 
'the  t'eiiter- school  anil  other  schools  in  Sntithheld  townshiji.  atid  .it  w  fehited 
that  at  one  time  when  she  went  to  the  Ct'iitcr  ;;chool  hinise  she  saw- six  deer 
stani liii:,'^  m  tlie  school  yard.  >\ho,  nttcr  !o..kiii;.j  at  her  foi' a  moment,  ran  inti» 
'the  woods.    l-~ur  alxjul  tifteei\  xears  alter  tlicir  marriagi* 'Mr.  and  .\lr.-v.  t  hap- 
'iM'an  lived  northeast  of  WaterUxi,  when  they  sold  that  faVni  and  honght-a 
''trairt  south  of  Snniniit.  and  tliere  lived  until  in'old-age.  though  <!ur)ng  the  jiast 
'  twelve  years  they  lad  given  up  active  form  work  and  lived  with 'their  diil- 
'dren.   Lewis  Chapman  died  oa  December  r4,  I9r3.'  and  Mary<-Cfaapniaii  on 
'Decemher  17.  ic>i Mr.  and  -Mrs.  Chaimian  have  been  hard  worke^^  all  their 
'li^es  and  have  richly  earfied  tlie  prosperity  which  has  resulted  from  their 
eftort-    Thtv  reared  <even  chddren.  all  of  whom  j^rew  to  mattinly.  married 
and  liavc  ihiUlmt  oi  ilieir  own    Tlie^-e  ihildien  are  as  lollovxs'    Ma\,  widow 
uf  -MIkm  i  (iraniling.  now  tleceased,  lives  one  mile  west  of  Summit,  and  is  the 
mother  of  six  children  livii^,  four  sons  and  two  daughters :  Jennie  is  the  wife 
of  Jay  Shaffer,  of  Smitblield  township,  ami  they  have  two  children :  I.«inue{ 
X.  lives  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Smitblield  townshi|>  and  is  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  hiot^raphtcal  review:  Margaret,  who  is  t1i<»  wife  of  (it-orge 
Corhin.  of  the  northeastern  part  of  .'sniith'iel'l  township.  Ini-  a  drms^Iner: 
(leorj^ia  is  tin-  wife  of  Isaac  Harker.  "f  Sinitl  IkIiI  townsliip:  \\  ilham  II.  liso 
in  Matdv.  Iowa,  where  he  i>»  a  siicces>iul  rarpciiui  and  contractor,  and  is  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of  four  children:  L.  lulwaid.  who  lives  at  (irand  IsUui:!. 
XeUraska,  is  married  and  the  father  of  two  chiUlren.    Of  the  sisters  of 
Lemod  N.  Chapman,  it  is  noteworthy  that  three  of  them  have  taught  school. 
Jennie,  Maggie  and  Georgia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  being  the  oldest  son, 
was  compelled  to  remain  at  home  to  a.ssist  his  father,  but  benefited  by  that 
because  he  there  learne<l  how  to  work  to  advantage  and  imbibed  those  traits 
of    charaoU  r    w  hirli    hnvc    ^)een    inslrumetital    in    his    later  successes 
He  did  ntuch   pioneer   work,  such    as    clearing    land    ami  <lraining. 
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and,  m  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term,  he  is  ^U-aiade  He  remained 
with  his  parents  twtil  twenty-six  years  of  ^  and  then  aigaged  in  faming 
bit  inattcr-ia4aw's  place  for  twenty  ytua.  About  1904  Mr.  Cfaapman 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  koid  and  so  wdl  did  he  manage  this 

tract  that  in  four  years  he  made  enough  on  it  to  pay  for  the  tract.  It  is  a 
good  farm  in  every  respect  and  is  handled  to  the  \yest  advaatagie*  Mr.  Chaf- 
man  adoptinjj  up-to-date  methods  in  its  cultivatii)n  and  cxerrisinjy  personal 
supervision  o\  er  every  detail  of  its  opt^ration.  It  adjoin>  the  Kcgen  eitj  farm, 
and  he  stiti  lives  tiiere  and  operates  boUi  tracts.  He  has  worked  diligently 
and  steadily  at  his  vocation,  losing  no  time  and  overlooking  no  opportunity  to 
improve  the  farm  and  to  txatn  things  to  the  best  advantage. 

In  1893  Mr.  Chapman  married  Sarah  May  Kegerreis,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Catherine  (James)  Kegerreis.  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  m 
this  sketdi,  and  to  them  have  been  horn  three  children,  nannh  :  Inez,  who 
is  now  in  the  h<;t  vcar  of  high  school  at  Ashley,  having  attended  three  terras 
at  Waterloo;  Madge,  who  is  in  the  second  year  of  high  school,  and  Maude, 
four  years  old.  The  mother  of  tliese  cliildren  died  on  July  23,  1912.  and  wa* 
buried  on  July  J5tU,  her  birthday  anniversary.  She  was  a  faithful  and  earnest 
member  ef  the  Barker  Methodist  Episcopal  church  ami  active  in  its  various 
avenues  of  nsefubiess  from  her  childhood,  living  close  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Bible  all  her  life  and  proving  a  good  wife  and  faithful  and  loving  mother. 
Mr.  Chaptnan  has  also  for  many  years  been  an  active  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Barker  Methodist  Epi.scopal  church,  contributinj;  of  hi<  mean';  to  it«;  <tip- 
|M)rt  and  fjn  injj;  hi*;  attention  to  all  it-^  interests.  Fraternally .  he  jj.  a  menil>er 
of  the  Mmlern  W'oiKlnien  of  America,  and  in  every  avenue  of  life's  activities 
in  which  lie  lias  engaged  he  has  done  his  best,  so  that  he  has  richly  earned  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  nniversally  held  throughout  the  community. 


JOSEPH  KE(.;i-KRElS. 

Among  the  successful,  self-imde  men  of  a  past  geiieratit>ii  In  DeKalh 
county,  whose  efforts  and  inRuence  contribiuetl  to  the  material  niitnilding  of 
their  respective  communities,  Ae  late  Joseph  Kegerreis.  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, occupiefl  a  ron^]>inv"'ii';  jilare.  He  woti  f  ir  himself  a  place  of  pronv- 
nence  and  honor  as  one  '.f  the  world's  honored  army  of  workers  and  enjoyed 
to  a  notable  degree  the  esteem  and  gtiod  w  ill  of  all  who  knew  him. 
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Joseph  Kegcrreis  was  born  on  July  14.  1838,  in  i^iicasler  county.  Penn- 
Sjrhrania,  and  his  death  occnrred  at  his  hwne  in  the  northeastern  part  of  l^ith- 
fidd  towmhip,  DeKafb  cennty,  Imitgrn,  en  Jtamaxy  27,  1889.  He  w«8<«  Mfl 
of  Jacob  and  Sanh  (Smith)  KcgerreH,  who  removed  with  their  family  to 
Cflfambiana  cotnity;  Ohio.  Ttiere,  soon  afterwards,  the  lather  died,  and  hie 
widow- e«elitiiidl.y  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Moltinger.  Some  tine  hrter 
they  ramr  to  BeKath  rmtnty,  Indiana,  locating  in  section  2,  Smithfield  town- 
ship, in  1850.  w  hen  the  subject  of  thi*^^  sketch  was  twelve  years  old.  Here  the 
latter  was  reared  and  secured  hfs  e<lm  tt; n  in  the  conunon  schools.  On  April 
1873,  K^egerreis  moored  to  a  tract  01  land,  coniprising  one  hundrsd  and 
forty  acres,  witich  he  had  bought  in  aectien  3,  Smith^dd  iowndnp,  wlicre  he 
made  his  permanent  home  and  w^ere  he  reniained  mili!  his  dealh.  He  was  an 
cneifetic  and  practical  farmer,  giving  intdKgent  direction  to  his  operatioiis, 
so  that  he  was  enaWed  to  leave  his  family  in  very  comfortable  circuTiistances. 

On  September  28,  1862,  Joseph  Kegerreis  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Catherine  Jr\:ne«.  who  wtis  bom  in  Smnmit  county,  Ohio,  on  February  19, 
1843,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Furry)  James.  When  she  was  a 
baby  of  but  six  months,  the  family  moved  to  imhana,  locating  in  Steuben, 
township,  Steuben  oowity,  just  acRMS  the  Une  from  SmidiAdd  towndhip^ 
DaKalb  ootaiity.  There  for  forty  years  her  parents  made  their  home,  and 
tjbcn  ipoved  to  Kansas,  where  they  bought  a  farm  and  spent  the  rest  of  thor 
lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1891  and  the  father  tn  1898,  Mrs.  Kegerreis  was 
reared  by  her  parents  in  Steuben  count>'  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Kegerreis. 
and  secured  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  To  Mr.  ami  Mrs. 
KeL,'erreis  were  horn  four  children,  namely r  John,  who  was  a  yount;  man  of 
excellent  habits  and  hue  promise,  died  on  Septemlier  10,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years :  Sarah  May,  who  was  the  wife  of  L.  N.  Chapman,  died  on 
July  23.  1912,  leaving  three  children;  Dcssa,  who  was  the  wife  of  Rolland 
S.  Gramling,  of  Summit,  this  coimty,  died  on  March  24.  1910,  aged  twenty* 
three  years  and  ten  months,  leaving  a  daughter.  Evelyn  M.  She  was  a  grad- 
uate of  the  common  schools,  a  successfid  teacher,  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Metho<list  Episcopal  church  from  her  youth  up  .  Alta  remains  at  home  with 
her  mother  "Mrs  Kegerreis  is  a  woman  <'f  manv  gracimis  (jualities  of  hea<l 
and  heart,  which  have  endeared  her  to  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends. 

Mr.  Kegerreis  was  a  kind  and  loving  husband,  an  affectionate  and  in- 
dulgent father,  and  earned  the  respect  and  friendship  of  all  who  knew  him, 
because  of  his  high  character  and  genial  disposition.  Large-heartied  and  gen- 
erous, he  gave  liberally  to  all  worthy  causes,  especially  in  the  spread  of 
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Christian  work  andt-to  the  relief  of  tliose  in  lUstress.    In  these  things  he  was 
entirely  unostentatious,  many  of  his  kindly  acts  l)eing  knywn  only  to  hiin.selt" 
and  the  rci  ipients;    Mr.  Ke.ct-i  u  i^  \va>  a  soKher  at  the  Civil  war.  havinjj. 
serveti  faithfully  and  cOnra},'eou>ly  ii^  a  iueniher  of  tiu  .>cventy-ninth  Ue.ui- 
ment'fndiana'Volunt^Kr  infantry,    lie  had  been  un  earnest  nienilxr  uf.ihe, 
MetlKxllAr^Eptscopstl  chatch.  (or  «otne  yeairs.)irjor  OKhifi  death  «nd  lia^^jt^ea.^^ 
deei)'  inttresr  In  .religious  niatt«rs;;-betitg  a  cousMiiit  und  tfM^htful  n^tler,  5»f 
rtaigious^literatui^.  -itUe  iaxeBtisd.n  beQeficeiit.,jiiOMe«Vi:^  oih^lh  wiiK^catuer^ntin: 
t'hutal  t  with- him  and  Uik  careeiiiva?*' roniuled  in  its  h.eaviiitnl,  sMnplicH^v.  .for^Jie: 
did  hin  fnll  dvrty  in  allithe  relatiyns  af  lile.- wh>f^.i{ittei:  a)|  ifi  ]isi41..tt.ti|e,suf7^ 
totai^^f  riikl  suc^•e}^..  i;  A.'r:     •     •  -  t          ,  v'-  ,;■ -rf-r-vf '  ni.jt« 

.<^>,:Kt.utu   ...   ■.tii.j'.:.    f-tn!'.-  ■  ■■  ■  -  •  -^n 

,'J'h<i;,*n^Jj,ce<  of  t|;(i;i;  rev  iew  is.  a  .^entleinan  of  hi!.'l\,  >tan<lin}i  lo  whom  1ki> 
tjot  hewi  :!enie(j  .-i  fnll  nurasnrc  .n'  mkh^v  He  is  «lisiiin  tivf^s  one' of  the 
re|>r«WiOjHlive -i V w^'n>  or  .^nmliUcUJ  loun^/n^).  and  h;i>  Ion;;  iu-en  a  reco^- 
nize(l^^'aej,<»r  ut  in_ii>yrtance  in  c»>i;ueeliun  with  the  a.i;ru uitnral  interests  of 
the.couptVvof  PeKajJi.^  .Mr.  (jfcller  has  heen  c.xnspicnously  identified  with  the 
nia,tetwl  growth  and  pcu^ijerity  i>f.thi!t  {lart  of  the  state  and  his  ji^e  ha^s  been 
very(j;1osely  iiiterwiH«a  .with,  the  Jiistory  of  the  county  where  he'ha^  lived. ' 

.  Frank  William  f'l feller  was  lK)rn  on  IVcenilier  23,  1877,  just  east  of  St. 
Michael's  church,  in  SiiitthficM  i' 'W  n^iiip.  HcKalh  rf>unty.  Indiana,  and  is  a 
son  of  hVederirk  rind  Mary  (  .\lehr)  (ilcUer.  \\  lien  he  w  n'^  ahnut  three  years 
of  age  the  Mihjett's  parents  nioxfd  to  their  ])ic^(.ni  Ikmmi-.  wtmli  l.uaud  a 
little  over  a  half  mile  north  of  St.  .Mieliae)  s  ciuut  li,  anti  tiiere  lie  lias  lived 
continuously  since.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  secured  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  community.  He  assisted  his  father 
in-the  o|)eration  of  the  home  farm  until  the  latter's  death,  when  he  bought  out 
the  interests  of  all  the  other  heirs  to  the  estate,  except  his  mother's  life  inter- 
est in  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres.  Me  has  de%<>te(l  himself  indefati- 
^ahlv  and  ]>ersi'itcntl\  to  the  develo|niH*tii.  improvement  and  cu1ti\ation  nt  tlu- 
tarni  and  that  he  ha-^  met  with  well  deserved  sncces>  is  a  matter  of  cotninon 
knovvletlgc  in  his  locality,  .\nioag  his  fellow  citizens  he  lias  earned  the 
splendid  reputation  whidi  he  now  enjoys  by  honest,  intelligent  effcnt  and  is 
eminently  deserving  of  the  splendid  .success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts. 

On  October  27.  1898,  Mr.  Gfeller  married  Anna  Schiffli.  daughter  of 
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Aiithoiiy -ami' Katliexint'  H-ettt  r^^ )  Schiflli.  her  birth  having  occurred  in 
Alsare.  France,  now  ricrmaiiy,  and  l>einfi  brought  to  the  riiited  States  with 
iicr  jKirems  wiien  but  Tuc  years  old.  Tf>  Mr.  nnd  Mr«  i.tdKr  have  !)een 
hom  thfee'Children  living,  Laurettc,  Clarence, ami  Kayujond.  and  une,  ()li\  ia. 
wtio  died  at  the      oi  toi  weeks..  . 

>  Religiously.. Air.. ami  Mrs.  Gfetler  are  earnest  and  loyal  nieniliers  of 
St.  Michael's  Catholic  church,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  they  are  deeply 
interested,  and  tlieY..give..tJlcir  earnest  support  .to  e\  ery  nun  ement  for  the 
upIU't  of  their  fellow  l>eing«:  Mr  Gfeller  is  a  liian  of  widr  knowledge,  heing 
a  gnat  reader,  a  'lt'c|)  thinner  and. a  good  c«invc'-satioiKifist.  and  witlial  i> \n 
pleasant  geiillejuau  to  meet.  He  |H»ssesses  a  iH'rMmalit\  that  .win--  friends 
aud  aU.who  know  him  fj|)cal>  in  high  terms  of  his  many  tine  (jualities  and  ijp- 
right  qQnduct.'  . 


  ,  .     .       ANTHOiW  SCHIFFLI. 

^  The  biographer  is  glad  to  herein  set  forth  the  salient  lfaci>  ni  the  suc- 
cessfi^  and  hpnoraUe  career  of  th«  well-remeiii^red  sUid  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  DeKalb  county  whose  name  appears  alxjve, .  the  last  chapter  in 
whose,  life  record  has  been  clo.<ted  bv  the  hand  of  death,  htU  whose  influence 
Still  i)ervades  the  li\es  of  those  with  wHohi  he'  8^nie  in  contact.*  Those  who 
know  him  best  could  not  help  Init  recogni/e  his  many  tine  attributes  and  his 
cH  ri-  to  in^inre  g<.'od  ritiyensliip  and  riglit  livini,'^.  In'raiise  of  which  charnr- 
kn-iKs  lie  and  reiauietl  the  coniidencif  and  go«.>d  will  of  all  who  had 
tlcalings  with  hnn  in  any  way. 

.Vnthony  Schiffli  was  bom  in  .Msace.  then  a  iiart  of  France,  but  n»w 
belonging  to  (Germany,  in  December,  1825,  and  hts  death  occurred  at  Garrett. 
DeKalb  cotuity,  Indiana,  on  the  22(1  of  August.  iSqS.  He  was  a  son  of 
Christian  and  Gertrude  Scliinii.  both  of  whoni  als'>  were  born  and  lived  in 
Alsace.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  in  his  native  locality  and  after 
attaining  maTihood's  years  he  married  Katherine  Fetters,  who  Iiad  hec  n  finrn 
and  reared  in  the  same  neighl)i>rliond,  the  daughter  of  t  erdinand  and  ( ier- 
trnde  Fetters.  In  1880  Mr.  Schiflh  brought  Ids  lanniy  to  the  United  .States, 
after  a  very  stormy  voyage  of  two  weeks  landing  at  New  York  City.  They 
came  direct  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  at  Summit,  where  Mr. 
Scbiffli  had  relatives,  his  wife's  brother,  Ferdinand  Fetters,  and  bis  own 
eideA  daughter.  Gertrude,  who  had  married  1.4>uis  Babst.  Mr.  Schiflli  bought 
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forty  acres  of  land  near  tiie  Maple  Grove  school  house,  about  two  miie:»  west 
<rf  Smmiit,  whm  he  MtadUiriied  hb  hoax;  tiviiig  Hb 
wife  died  in  March,  1894.  and  he  remained  at  home  until  hi  March,  iSgSw 
when  he  sold  his  lann  and  went  to  h>ve  witti  his  daughter*  Mrs.  Magdakna 
Dapp,  in  Smithfield  township.  In  August  he  was  taken  sick  and  t^ent  to  stay 
with  another  daughter,  Mrs.  TbeMB  Faait,  of  Garrett,  where  his  death  oe- 
cnrred  two  weeks  later. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  SchitiHi  seven  children  were  born,  as  follows:  (i) 
Gertrude,  the  wife  of  Luuis  Babst,  of  Garrett.  (  2  )  Caroline  was  the  wiie  of 
Michael  Freelinger  and  lived  at  AUnon,  Michigan,  where  her  death  occurred 
'  Oft  March  18^  1898,  (3)  Magdalona  is  the  wife  of  Henty  Dapp»  of  Smilb- 
fidd  townshqi,  tins  connty.  (4)  Anthoay  Kvtd  at  Gatrett  uMil  his  death,  on 
January  26,  1903.  (5)  Mrs.  Theresa  Faust  lives  in  Garrett.  (  6)  Ignatius  Uvea 
in  Garrett,  and  (7)  Anna  is  the  wife  ol  Frank  Gfeller,  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship. 

In  additiun  to  his  long  and  creditaHe  career  as  a  fanner,  Mr.  SchifHi 
also  proved  an  honorable  inein))ci'  uf  the  iHjdy  puhtic ;  rising  m  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  public,  he  ne\'er  fell  below  the  dignity  of  true  manhood 
nor  m  any  wagr  resorted  to  methods  that  mvited  criticism,  so  that  those  who 
were  favored  with  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  hhn  were  piofuae  in  their 
pfaise  of  his  manly  virtues  and  upright  character,  that  of  the  true  gentleman. 


VERNE  F«  BUCHANAN. 

Among  the  men  of  purpose  and  upright  life  who  are  demonstrating  husi- 
nes.s  and  execiiti\e  ability  of  .1  high  order  in  the  management  of  the  affair-s 
entrusted  lo  tlicin.  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  takes  hisjh  rank.  .\s  jjeneral 
manager  lor  the  .Auburn  Prinlitig  Company,  he  i>  successfully  carrying  on 
the  work  so  auspiciously  l>egun  l)y  his  father,  the  late  J.  Edgar  Buchanan,  and 
today  he  is  numbered  among  tlie  influential  men  of  his  community.  Verne 
E.  Buchanan  was  bom  on  January  31,  1892.  at  Auburn.  DeKalb  county,  Indi- 
ana»  and  is  the  only  son  of  John  Edgar  and  Nellie  D.  (Brecbilt)  Buchanan. 
J.  Edgar  Buchanan  is  rsq)resented  elsewhere  in  this  work  by  a  personal  re- 
view, therefore  further  space  will  imt  Ik-  given  to  the  subject's  ancestral  history 
at  thi*  r>«int  Wrne  E.  Buchanan  received  a  «fm>d  common  <chool  ethication 
in  .\oble  and  DeKalb  counties,  completing  his  pul)hc  sch(X)l  study  at  the  high 
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school  at  Auburn.  He  th«n  spent  two  \ears  in  the  stud>  of  journalism  in 
the  Untv«i«ity  ol  Wisconssn  at  Mathson,  after  whicii  he  returned  to  Auburn, 
being  called  upon  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death  to  a&sume  the  inanag^ement 
of  the  Auburn  Printiag  Company.  This  company  issues  the  Auburn  Dispatch 
and  the  Auburn  Courierl  semi^weekly  pubtications.  and  also  the  Bvemng  Star, 
tkdmfy  papttr,  three  ijviblicatiam  having  laife  circulattons  throughout  De- 
Katt>  county,  and  beiqg  numbered  among  the  leading  newspapers  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  Mr  BiicliMna  it  a-  busy  man/  giving  IMs  seraonai  nmtion 
to  every  detni!  of  the  business,  managing  \he  affairs  of  the  company  so  as  to 
win  the  commendation  of  his  associates  in  the  conct  rn  The  Auburn  Print- 
ing  Company  is  capitaUzed  at  twenty-five  thousand  iluliars.  the  majority  of  the 
stock  being  owned  the  sitt>ject  of  this  sketch  and  his  mother.  Its  entire 
opcraiipiB  is  entEWrtad  to  fAn,  and  ht-  is  proving  a  businew  man  of  sound 
judgmsnt  and  wise  cKscrimiMMion.  Mr.  BudMumn  holds  positive  opinions 
rsgaidiwg  the  gmat  questioas  6f  tile  day*  being  a  dose  reader  and  keen  ob- 
mrver  of  men  and  evente.  HeiagOMal  in  his  relations  witii  his  fellowmen, 
and  those  who  know  him  best  appredale  most  highly  his  cxcdtent  qualities  of 
dtecactir. 


THEODORE  REMPIS. 

Among  the  farmers  of  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  wli  •  Ix-Iieve  in  fnllowinf; 
Ivventieth-centurv  methods  is  Theodore  Renipis,  of  tiie  vicinity  of  Smithfield 
township.  He  comes  of  a  spkuilid  family,  one  that  !ias  always  hecti  strong 
for  right  living  and  industrial  l^abits,  for  education  and  morality,  and  for  all 
that  contributes  to  ^  wdfare  of  the  commcmwealth.  Sndi  people  are  wd- 
comed  in  any  community,  for  they  are  empire  builders  and  as  such  have  pushed 
the  frontier  of  civilization  ever  westward  and  onward,  leaving  the  green.  . 
wide-reaching  wilderness  and  the  far-stretching  i)lains  populous  with  con- 
tented ]yei>\Ac  and  bcautiftd  with  green  fields:  they  have  constituted  that 
sterling  honle  which  caused  the  i^rcnl  lUshop  W  hipple  to  write  the  memorable 
line.  "Westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its  way." 

Theodore  Rempis  was  born  on  May  9,  1861.  on  section  3-',  Smithfield 
township,  DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  the  son  of  Charles  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 
(Middleton)  Rempis.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
bom  Mareh  21,  1830,  and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  wiHi  his  parents,  Lows 
and  Louisa  (Berg)  Rempis,  to  America,  locating  first  at  Massillon,  Ohio. 
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In  1853  they  canie  to  DeKalb  county,  purchasing  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Smtthfield  township,  where  the  father  built  a  log  house  and 
barn,  clearing  forty -acres  of  the  place,  and  through  hi&  strenuous  efforts  lost 
bi$  health.    His  death  occurred  jn  Deoemlier,.  lit^Q.    His  wife  survived  him- 

<cvcrni  years. 

While  tile  family  \\a>  rcsidinii;  at  .Massillun,  Ohio,  in  1851,  ihc  subject's 
irither  \vnu  to  •(  "alitorni.i  111  <  rdt'r  i  t  endeavor  U>  ianprove  his  tinanciat  srtiuf 
UOttiainong'  the  gold  nuac.v    lie  iiiade-the  ardivou*  ^rip  In  way  x/i  ihcisihiuuv 
»f  BwMma^ Teaching  the  gold,hekb  t(^  ihe.yfca,aiKl  l'eaUi«r  fivers,  wlicrc  he.  ^, 
s|ttnfUhree''.and -k  hall-yeats, -^tpiflcing  4  part  of  'the  .tinii?„neaf,.  Portlaud.  . 
®tibgOn;)n'He  hdpiBd<to:hiakeiilie'tiii$t  brick  u;jed  in  that  cit^  irrlie  \vas  suece^a-'  .. 
{al'Oa  this  trip,  and  \vith>thie  nionev-  (hus  earnedf'CanieJiack  to.PeKalb  county. 
Jn'iH^.i  and  purchased  a  larjofc    On  May  15,  1856,  he  married  Elizabeth,  thf 
dnn^HKr  vi-  VVilhani  Miildleltm.  oiif- of  the-jiioneer  r.csidculs  <;/  Waterloo,' 
\vh«>'srr\ed  m  lUv  t  'ivil  \var  as  a  nRnil)Vr  of  (. Dnipany  .K.  l-orty- fourth  Ucgi-. 
inent'  Indiana  \  olunteer  Intantrs.     i'here  were  l)orn  three  rhilfJren  :  \\'ill- 
iani  Henn-.  who  hves  in  Lu»  Angeltw,  Ctjiifornia;.,  hiaukliii  l^evxi>K.  \vliv> 
married  Martha  Frager  on  March  8.  1882.  and  dierl  on  I>ccei»l)er  lO.  iiS^[. 
leaving  one  child,  Ruth.   His  wife  died  on  October  7.  1883.   The  daughter. 
Ruth,  eventually  married  Charles  Haines,  a  farmer  in  (irant  t(»\vnship.  this 
county,  having  two  children.  Edward  :in<l  Carl ;  Theodore  A.,  was  the  ihir<l 
child  iMirn  t<>  these  parent-^     \n  iXzf,  (  Maries  Renipis  )>ecanie  a  nietnl)er  of 
the  -Metiiodist  lipiscopal  church,  hut  in  ii^o  tran^tcrrcd  his  uienihership  to 
the  l'nite<l  llrethren.  to  which  faith  he  remained  a  iauliful  adherent  during 
the  rest  of  his  life.    He  iiclpetl  to  prepare  the  limbers  and  build  the  church 
of  the  United  Brethren,  the  first  house  erected  for  public  worship  in  Waterloo 
and  which  for  a  number  of  years  was  the  only  building  for  that  special  pur- 
pose in  that  town.    He  retired  from  active  farm  work  in  1895  and  thereafter 
made  hi^  home  with  his  son.  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  now  lives  on  the 
farm  developeil  l)y  his  father,    f.aicr  ("harlc-  Ivcmprs  xonU  n]»  liis  re -iil'Mve  in 
Waterloo,  and  in  1907  went  to  live  with  his  granddauj^hter,  Mrs.  Ruth  tiames, 
in  (irant  township,  when-  lu>  death  occurred  <iii  \i>\ (.-1111)01        lyio.  His 
brother.  Henry  Rempis.  i)orn  OctolKir  11.  J838.  hvcd  ai  .Vlassdlon,  Ohio;  but 
in  1853  his  family  moved  from  that  city  to  the  old  farm  in  Smithlield  town- 
ship, DeBCalb  county,  coming  by  way  of  the  Ohio  canal  to  Clevdand,  across 
the  lake  to  Toledo,  and  fay  the  Wabash  canal  to  Fort  Wayne,  thence  overland 
to  DeKalb  county.   Here  his  father  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres* 
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only  forty  of  whidi  Was  deafed.  At  that  time  Henry  Rempis  was  Ortfy 
•iftecn  \  tars  uf  age,  and  he  took  fiis  part  in  the  arditpus  labor  connected  wtth 
the  clearinj;  ami  iiiiprov enient  of  this  Jahd.  and  iKxause  of  the  death  rif  his 
father  and  his  oltler  .lirothcr.  Wilham.  aiid  the  .marriai^'e  i>f  his  hrothci'. 
Charles,  it  liecame  necessary  for  him  to  jirrutically  sh'm^tfrr  the  (hitie'^  of 
injlin|aiiung  the  lainiU  Itoiric.  This  prv\  enlcd  his  enh>iiiient  in  the  I'nibn 
cause  in  tHe  tivi!  war.  as' he  eai-ncj^tlfv  wfshetl  U)  do.  lU  iiiL,'  eontpelled 
remain.at  hornt.  he  iKnijrhi  th^  inteiesi  of^ite"  h*eirs!'t<i!>Ic- iiji  tife Vtai'w(>Hf''f{^ 


In  ^hi;  face  I  i  f  <r\  rre  reverse^-  'n-  RiV  :m<l  <itlnT  lueses/ he  aceoni])hshed  iliahy 
v^hi.-jhle,  iinpEus^ements  l>y  <  ;irrfi'!  inaiia^'enieiit  and  iione>t  tnefTii ul<  "< I'ii  mc^ 
farrii.  including.  huiJdmg  a  cuniuiodioiis  '  {'ariiihcntse '  inib  which  the  la'i'i^ffv' 
tjH)\  cil  11^  187^. .  lattT  erecting  .a  l^rg'e  liaiik  harn '  ill  the  place  of  the  Dile 
destrov^l  hy  fire.  In  this  new  home  the  nuHher  cli^fiii  iS^jfi'"  Ih  ifj^the 
St))>je9:t's  foster.saii,'  Cjw^^  Olcbtt.  uaV  drowned, '^itid  on  Aiigusit  li.  18^8', 
^^^|ia|}gihter«  i!cna /Ameria.  niet  a  like  fate.'  Tn  March.  1906.' Mr, 'Rcmpii 
resided  tlie  utive  vv^yrk  of  the  Farm  kiid'nioml  to  W  aterloo,  wh^re  he  re- 
sided tnitil  liis  death,  which  o<-curr'ed  on  January  ii,'  i(>o8.  He  never  identi- 
fied himself  witli  any  chtirrli.  l)in  was  n 'faithful  attendant  and  snpporter  of  the 
I'niled  Iketiiren  clnirch.  to  uhtcli  the  oLiier  snenil)er>  of  the  family  belonged. 
He  also  attended  the  C  hristian  church  at  "C<;dar  Lake.  Sniithfield  toUnship. 
On.  November  5«  1871,  he  married  Mrs.  Sophia  Fmich  OlcOtt,  and  to  theni 
were  bom  three  children.  Latira  Lnefla,  Lena  .Ametia  and  Mrs.  Olive  Matilda' 
WiUis.  * 

The  suhject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  Common  schools 
in  Sniithfield  tow  iislii]),  and  worked  im  the  home  farm  a<  *^nf>n  as  old  enough. 
.'\fter  his  marriage,  in  he  came  to  the  home  farm  and  lived  there  alxnit 

one  and  a  half  years  and  then  moved  to  the  J.  K.  Thomson  fanii.  the  girlhrnxl 
home  of  his  wife,  wiiere  lie  lived  tor  si,\  yeais.  On  account  01  his  father's 
illness  he  then  moved  back  to  the  home  farm  which  he  rented,  and  in  the 
year  1907  bought  the  fann  from  his  father,  the  place  comprising  one  htmdred 
and  six^  acres.  This  farm  he  improved  in  many  respects,  building  a  rium- 
her  of  snhstantial  huildings.  cleared  up  a  good  ])ortiott  of  the  farm,  drained 
it.  and  otherwi.se  putting  it  in  excellent  condition  for  successful  agriculture, 
so  that  it  is  now  one  of  the  leading  and  most  productive  of  the  township.  He 


Digitized  by  Google 


892  UEKALB  COUNTV,  INDIANA. 

hw  been  very  progressive  in  his  fanning  metliods,  usin^;  up-to-date  ideas  and* 
slig^ing  no  opportunity  to  advance  the  condition  of  the  place. 

On  October  19,  1887,  Mr.  Rempis  married  Elva  Lillie  Thomson,  the 
daughter  of  Joel  E.  and  Maria  Jane  (Mcfiride)  Thomson,  and  to  tiiem  there- 
were  born  two  children.  Garence  V.  and  Lester  L.  They  also,  on  July  25, 
igor,  adopted  a  j^irl,  Theltna  Mays,  from  the  Indianapolis  Or]>han  Asylum 
The  eldest  chikl,  C  lai  ciicc  married  l\ul)y  Parnell  and  now  lives  on  the  home 
place,  followiqg  the  pursuit  oi  agriculture. 

Jod  £.  Thomson  wa*  born  at  ShalersviUe,  Fortage  county,  Ohio,  on 
November  30,  1824,  spending  his  eariy  days  in  that  place.  He  came  to  De- 
Kalb  county  in  the  early  days,  settling  on  the  well-known  Thomson  farm, 
Smithfield  township,  which,  by  hard  work  on  the  part  of  both  himself  and 
his  wife,  was  developed  into  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  county,  it  being 
characteriaed  by  modem  improvements  in  ever>-  respect.  On  No\'ember  30. 
1R45,  he  married  ^^aria  J.  McBride.  tlie  daughter  of  Richard  aiid  Samaiithe 
(bnuih)  -VlcHrKle.    On  December  25,  1899.  broke  his  1^,  from 

which  accident  he  was  crippled  for  the  remainder  of  his  life;  but  he  bore  his 
affliction  with  patience  and  without  complaint.  His  crippled  condition,  to- 
gether with  poor  heahh  and  declining  years,  forced  him  to  break  «p  their 
home  life  and  ia  1902  he  went  to  live  with  his  daughter.  EK  a  TJllie.  with 
whom  he  afterward  resided.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
at  Shalersvillc.  Ohio,  when  nineteen  years  of  aj^e,  and  through  his  efforts  the 
Church  of  Christ  at  Cedar  Lake,  Smithfield  township,  was  organized,  he 
and  his  wife  l)eing  charter  members.  Ot  this  society  he  served  efficiently  as 
elder  until  his  death,  which  occurred  near  Waterloo,  Jiuie  12,  1903.  Politic- 
ally, he  was  a  staundi  Republican,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  local  public  affairs. 
He  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  tlie  others 
being:  Cilicia  A„  deceascfl;  .Mmira  A.,  deceased;  Francis  Edwin;  Ida  Alice: 
Charles  Sterling  and  Elva  Lillie.  Of  these.  Ida  1>ecame  the  w  ife  of  .\mcron 
1'  Renianiin.  a  fartm  r  now  .l.-ceased.  and  she  lives  near  Cedar  l  ake.  Smith - 
i'leld  township.  She  hecainc  the  mother  of  nine  children,  one  of  w  iinm  died 
in  inlancy.  ami  the  others  being  Orlie,  Clayton.  Marion,  Jennie,  irnia.  Kusscll, 
Mary  and  Austin.  Francis  Edw  in,  who  is  a  farmer  in  Smithfield  township, 
married  Laura  A.  Farrington.  and  they  had  six  children.  Carleton,  Guy. 
Frank,  Jay.  Anna  and  Benjamin.  Charles,  wlio  lives  at  Ashle>',  Indiana, 
married  Elisabeth  PamelL  Mrs,  Rempis'  niMthcr,  Maria  Jane  Thomson, 
was  born  at  F<evcnjia.  Portage  county,  Ohio.  July  26.  1824.  and  in  company 
^vith  her  luislianct  made  the  long  and  tiresome  journey  to  DeKalb  county  in 
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1847,  the  trip  being  made  by  team  to  Cleveland,  thence  by  lioat  to  Toledo, 
tanal  boat  to  Fort  Wayne,  and  team  to  DeKalb  county.  Her  father  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  dinrdi,  was  trustee  of  his  township  one  tenut  and 
abo  jmtioe  of  the  peace  and  road  supervisor.  He  was  a  farmer,  bitt  abo  had 
learned  the  trades  of  butcher,  carpenter,  cabinelmaker.  undertaker  and 
shoemaker,  following  these  several  trades  at  times  together  with  his  vocation 
of  farming.  He  assistetl  in  buildinj:^  all  of  the  early  school  houses,  barns  and 
bridges,  and  had  exceptional  talents  in  mechanical  lines.  He  also  made  cheese 
for  the  market  for  htteeu  years.  Iiaving  thirty  to  forty  cows  on  the  iarm  for 
this  purpose.  ■  Fratemallx,  in  early  years  he  wa»a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fdlows.  He  was  a  staunch  member  of  ^  Christian  cinmh 
and  performed  a  great  deal  of  charitable  wxk  wliich  never  reached  public  at- 
tention, giving  generously,  also,  to  all  worthy  church  and  public  enterprises. 
Because  of  his  ujyright  life,  generous  disposition  and  genial  nattire  he  was  be- 
tovcd  by  the  entire  community  and  enjoyed  universal  esteem.  Mrs.  Renipis' 
maternal  grajnlfalhei .  Richard  McBride,  was  horn  December  25.  1792,  at 
Carlisle,  Cumberland  county,  I'ennsyhama,  and  came  to  DcKalli  county  with 
his  wife,  Sammthe  (Smith)  McBride,  whom  he  married  on  May  15.  182-3. 
the  location  in  this  county  being  in  185a  Here  they  bought  a  farm  of  forty- 
eight  acres,  of  which  he  deared  about  forty  acres  and  put  the  same  in  good 
condition.  In  the  war  of  i8i2  he  was  a  mettiber  of  ^  Home  Guards,  and 
by  the  la«  s  of  the  state  became  a  voter  at  the  age  of  twenty  ycavB  for  this 
service.  In  1821  he  moved  to  Revenna,  Ohio,  and  to  Indiana  in  1849. 
was  an  active  memljcr  of  the  Democratic  party  until  1863,  when  the  Demo- 
cratic Legislature  refu.sed  to  vote  appropriations  to  feed  and  clothe  the  Indi- 
ana L'tiion  soldiers,  and  thereafter  he  allied  himself  with  the  Republican  party. 
During  the  year  1863  he  went  to  live  with  his  daughter.  Maria  j.  Thomson, 
because  of  physical  disability,  and  remained  in  her  home  until  his  death  which 
occurred  on  January  3.  1879.  His  wife  had  died  in  l)eccnil>er.  1876.  and 
they  are  l»oth  Iniried  at  Cclar  lake.  Smithfield  township.  They  were  the 
parents  or  'lix  chiMrcn  Maria  J..  John,  Da\  hI.  1-iiry.  Mary  Rmma  and 
Sti  l  ling,  of  which  niunlx-r  .Maria  J.  is  the  (»nlv  ^\ir\  ivoi.  Mrs  MrRrirle  was 
a  laiihtHI  and  earnest  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  performed  much 
effectual  work  for  that  organization  in  early  days  in  this  locality.  David 
^fcBride,  son  of  Richard  McBride,  was  a  member  of  Company  I,  Fifty-fourth 
R^ment  Indiana  Volimteer  Infantry.  He  died  in  the  service  and  was  buried 
at  Mound  City,  His  brother-in-la\\  went  to  Mound  City,  had  the  grave 
opened  and  brought  him  bade  and  buried  him  at  Cedar  Lake.  Indiana. 
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•  •    OLIVER  E.»SHA.FKER.         :     •      ..  .  . 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  skeicli  in,  numbered  aiiumg.lhc 
successful  and  leprcsen (alive  agricultMrists  ot  DeKalh  county,  liis  farm  pioji- 
erty  lieing  UH.'atfd  in  Sniilbfielcl  t<j\vnslii|>.  In  all  the  relations  of  lite  he  h^s 
ever  hern  fniiul  laithful  and  true,  iwrforniiiii^  hi<  iliu\  at  all  tinie<  untljuch- 
tnifiy.  and.  wiiile  advancin^i.his  own  imerests^  he  has  also  juul  tlic  go»Hl  *>l  ilie 
entire-^otmnujhitty  at  heart,  /  •  ,  •      .  v  r  * 

t    ''-OiiveriEi  Sliaff^r  was  lK«ru-t)n.Ma^  7;. .iK57^.at  (ieths^ny,  .HarriMui  cinuiiv . 
%M{innmiiMisliiiLt.s*the<i(WJti'4»f  \VilUaQi.an(J  Kel>^<:<ir  ( Fr;uicis|  Shaffet.  \VjUjaui 
.Sliafl6er.'xvaiilhM"i»*i>n  July  j>*.  <827«;ili  X^'estniorelaml  count).  IVnn$yl\ta){ta. 
and  iwjtj  5v  sun  of  Sirnon  and  .Mari^ajet  (Kinnard  )  Shaffer,  the  father  lieiii^ 
of  i:'K*iU>ld  PennsyKania  Dutch  ^lork  rind  a  wagon-maker  hy  trade.     His  ^in\, 
W  iili.niK  aJsi.i,  learned  that  trade,  and  in  young  nianluNHl  accojupanied  his 
parenbi  trtii  their  removal  tv)  Uhit*.    C)u  Augujjt  15,  1850.  W  lUiam  Shaffer 
■fluirrictl  Kdiccca  A.  Francis,  who  was  born  on  December  .27.  18^3.  in  Madisgn 
'county; 'Obiorand'iin  -i9S3  th«  youi^  cotiplfc  moved  to  Harrison  county.  Mi,<> 
.:soari...  iTheirl'  they  H^'ed'until  iltte.  when  they  niov^l  to.  C  enterville.  Marion 
county',  lo%VSl. '\vh^* 'Mr,  ShaffV  continued  at  his  tratle  as  a  wagon  maker. 
On  January  ^7.  i8f)4.  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  wife  )»)  death,  leaving  hnn 
with 'five  S'niall  child'ren  !•«  r;irc  fur      In  Mardi,  ]ie  hroni^dit  hi-  little 

fainily  lo  Lie K alb  county,  where  his  parents  were  then  residuig  alnnu  .1  iialt 
mile  >oUth  of  Sedan,  and  here  he  engage<I  in  the  ojieration  oi  eighty  acres  of 
.  land  hclungitig  to  his  nioUier  in  Richland  low  nship.  in  connection  with  which 
'he  also  <i)!jerate(1  a  citrciiihinf;  otrtlU.  1''or  alxntt  two  years  (irior  to  his  death 
he  wa.s  eiH]ilo}'etl  in  a  . carriage  factory  at  .Xiihnni.  siiendinj;  his  last  days  w  ith 
his  son.  Oliver,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  \\h "-v  houie  his  death  occurred 
on  February'  3.  i8<jo.  On  l''el>niary  j(k  iS7j.  he  ha»l  m  irned  .\'ar\  Ann 
Kohm.  to  which  union  were  horn  tun  children.  naiDcly  :  Xcttie  ati«i  J.ilm. 
l>oth  of  whom  are  deceased,  their  mothei  dsni'.;  on  August  _'o.  iSjf  . 
his  Hrst  m.irri  ii'e  he  was  the  father  >>\  live  children:  Isaac  .\..  decea>ed; 
Oliver  I-...  the  Mii»jeci  I'f  thi.s  sketch:  Fmina  R.,  Mrs.  C  lara  I.  Dclgartl  and 
Mrs.  Ida  Lehmlieck. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  alMnit  three  years  o]d  when  his  father 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  was  about  five  or  six  years  old  when  his  mother  died. 
In  the  March  before  he  had  attained  his  seventh  birthday  his  father  l)roiight 
the  familv  to  DeKalb  coiuUv ,  locating  four  miles  west  of  W  aterloo,  and  there 
the  siibjeci  of  this  .sketcli  grew.  t6jnanhtwKl.  receiving  his  educattini  in  the 
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.public  schools.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  spent  about  two  years  in 
farm  work  between  Auburn  ami  Waterkto,  and  after  his  marrkge.  .iti.iSSj, 
he  farmed  two  years  on  the  Hussdnian  place.    He  then  l)ouglit  the  land 

.where  he  now  hves  roniprisinj^^  eijrlitv'  acres  in  section  36,  Smithfiekl  town- 
shij).,  on  w  liich  lie  has  made  mam  pci  inaiicnt  and  substantial  improvements, 
including  a  coiiifortal)!t'  and  aiiraelive  residence,  a  hirge.  commodiotis  and 

•  well  arranged  l>arn  and  other  conveniences  chaiacicristic  of  a  modern  ntxd 
up-to-date  farm.  He  has  devoted  most  of  his  attention  to  his  farin.^Jiiit  ,l|e 
has  also  during  the  past  eight  years  given  some  attention  to  threshing  and 
previous  to  his  marriage  had  been  employed  some  at  carpenter  work.  In  every 

•effort  to  which  he  has  applied  himself  he  has  exhihited  good  judgment  and 
discriminating  sagacity,  so  that  he  lias  been  enabled  to  attain  a  definite  success 

.  all  alonir  t!ie  line. 

OufK-tMlKM-  2.  1S83.  Mr  Shaffer  married  \  esia  H u^.Nclnian.  the  tiaugliler 
.  of  George  and  i  ranees  ( Bachtei  1  Husselman,  the  father  a  nativ*.'  of  Ohfo'.ViWl 
the  mother  iKirn  in  Stark  co'untv.  that  >tate,  and  a  sister  of  Henr\-  fla[chtbl. 
yrhose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.   Geoiige  Husselman' wasla 
brother  of  Henry  Hnsselnian 'ami  S^imnel  Husselmai^.  who  also  are'feiire- 

.sented  in  this  work,  (ieorge  Hiisselman  came  to  l>eKalb  county  witli  Iris 
parents,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his  marriage  to  Frances  Baehtel.  afttr 
which  he  made  his  home  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Waterloo,  having 
bought  land  there  from  the  g  n  t  rnnicnl  in  an  early  d.ay.  the  same  l)eing  in 
the  same  condition  it  was  when  left  hy  the  Indians.  The  local  convertiencjes 
were  more  conspicuous  by  their  absence  than  otherwise*  it  being  necessary 
to  receive  mail  from  Fort  Wayne,  and  other  accommodations  wei-^e  "propor- 
tionately lacking,  Mr.  Hnsselnian  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acreit  of 
lan«l.  the  m.  .-^t  >f  which  he  cleared.  He  and  his  wife  were  faithful  members 
of  the  K\;uigelical  church,  and  were  resjierted  riti/ens  of  their  ct»nimutiit\ 
.Mrs.  Shaffer  is  one  of  six  children  horr.  to  their  jjarents.  of  whom  three  tlied 
in  intancx.  the  «ttlicrs  being  Mrs.  .Shaffer.  Cornelius,  who  lives  <ni  the  old 
llusselmau  f  irm  in  dranl  township,  and  Laura,  the  wife  of  I'red  Kruger,  of 
Auburn.  Mrs.  Shaflfer's  father  died  in  the  fall  of  1873.  and  bis  widow  after- 
ward became  the  wife  of  Levi  Stoner  and  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  her 
'  death  in  the  fall  of  1909.    Mr.  Stoner  died  in  1910.    Mrs.  Shaffer  was  liom 

.and  reared  on  the  paternal  homestead,  two  and  r»ne-half  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  Tu  Mi  and  .Mrs.  Shaffer  was  horn 
a  <nn.  Arthur,  who  died  on  Augu-st  21,  1887,  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  ten 
months. 
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Mr.  ISiiAn'  is  pnsgrtssnre  waA  ditefpfisiiig  in  his  humbug  melhodSy  rftlS' 
ing  aB  the  crops  eomtnod  to  this  section  of  tlie  cotHHry,  and  aSso  ghring  some 

attention  to  the  raising  of  live  stodc.  .  Practical  and  progressive  in  liis 
methods  and  enerf^tic  and  industrio\7«  m  hi'^  habfts,  he  has  allowed  nothing 
to  swerve  him  from  his  chosen  work  and  his  lai>ors  have  Ix'en  rewarded  with 
a  dite  meed  of  success.  Personally,  he  is  a  man  of  .iplcji  U  1  itnalitiRs  of  char- 
acter and  has  earned  the  warm  regard  of  all  who  know  hmi  and  is  deservvdly 
populftr  smong  his  soqtiaitituiecs. 


MILTON  C.  JONES. 

In  examining  the  life  records  of  self  made  men,  it  will  invariably  be 
found  that  indefatigable  industry  lias  constituted  the  basis  of  their  sugccss. 
True  there  are  other  eknienls  which  enter  in  and  conserve  the  advancement  of 

pcffscmal  interests — perseverance,  discrimination  and  mastering  of  expedients 
—but  the  fmin«!ation  of  all  achiovctnent  is  earnest,  persistent  labor.  At  the 
outset  of  his  career  Mr.  Junes  recognized  this  fact,  and  he  did  not  seek  any 
royal  roa<l  to  the  gwd  of  prosperity  and  independence,  but  began  to  work 
earnestly  and  diligently  in  order  to  advance  himself,  and  the  result  is  that  fie 
is  now  numbered  among  the  progressive,  suocessf itl  and  influential  farmers 
of  Franklin  township.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,' where  he  has  «  well  improved 
landed  estate. 

Milton  C  Jones,  one  of  the  <?mTessfiil  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Frank- 
lin tHwHship.  UeKalb  county.  Indiana,  is  descended  from  stcrliiiji,'  old  Xew 
Knglantl  ^  ankee  ancestry,  his  i>arents.  Samuel  and  Jcruslia  11.  (  Cluuilxrlain ) 
Jones,  both  being  natives  of  Monkton,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  where  ihe 
former  was  born  in  1806  and  the  latter  in  1812.  Some  time  after  their  mar- 
riage they  moved  to  Seneca  connty.  Ohio,  but  about  a  year  later  came  to 
l^Porte  county.  Indiana,  where  they  lived  for  nearly  five  years.  They  then 
took  up  land  in  DcKalb  county.  Indiana,  where  they  intended  to  build  and 
make  their  future  home.  This  land,  which  is  now  '^wncd  by  the  -nbjict  of 
this  ski  tch.  was  then  worlii  onlv  abrmt  one  dollar  and  a  (juarter  an  acre  and 
Mr  lono-^  ril>tained  oiijhfv  arr.  -  .i'  land  for  a  team  and  ete:!u\  dollars  in 
money.  He  cleared  nearly  two  hniulred  acres  of  this  land  and  made  of  it  an 
excellent  farm.  When  he  first  came  to  this  locality  the  land  was  so  densely 
covered  with  timber  and  undergrowth  that  at  night  time  the  settlers  were 
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compelled  to  carry  tordies  in  order  to  make  any  headway  throui^h  the  wotxls. 
Their  trading  was  done  at  Fort  Wayne,  Coldwater,  and  Defiance,  Ohio,  the 
nearest  of  uhich  was  at  iea$t  fifty  miles  from  the  settlement.   I'he  household 

coincnienrc^  v\t  re  rliielly  iiMtciI  for  tlietr  absence,  cooking'  \mng  done  in  an 
I'M  fashioiud  liri  plaoc.  iiakint,^  being  performed  by  putting  the  bread  un<U  r  an 
iron  kettle  and  then  keepiui:  h\e  coal''  over  the  kettle.  Xail?  were  practically 
unknown  here.  l>oaril>  beiiii;  lieltl  l<»iiet'ier  by  uoixieu  pin>  itntl  other  nietho<ls 
were  ei|ually  [)riniitive.  Suon  after  the  yreat  gold  rush  to  California  in  1849 
Saiiniel  Jones  went  to  that  locality -as  much  on  account  of  his  health  as  in 
search  of  gold  and  remained  there  several  years.  The  subject's  mother  died 
in  1884  and  his  father  in  1889,  at  which  time  the  latter  was  the  owner  of 
t\v(»  hundre<l  and  eighty  acres  of  splendid  laiKl,  most  of  whidi  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  had  bought  and  now  owns. 

To  Samuel  ai'd  jcni-lia  jime-  w  ere  bnrn  tlie  following  children  :  Sarah 
A..  Jane  ami  Hirain  were  iiKni  in  \  erni"nl.  the  two  h<\  named  iK'Mtg  now 
deceased ;  Julia.  Imrn  in  Ohio;  jnlii'>.  l«>rn  in  l-al'<»rte,  Indiana,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war  and  i.s  now  deceased :  Milton  C,  the  subject  of  this  review : 
Sidney  P.,  Henry,  Harriett,  and  William.  <le(%ased,  the  two  last  named  being 
twins.  The  five  younger  children  were  bom  on  tlie  Franklin  township  home- 
stead in  this  countv.    Sidney  P.  Jones  was  a  soldier  in  the  (.  ivil  war. 

Milton  C.  Jones  was  born  on  December  1842.  in  the  old  log  house 
occupied  bv  hi-  nareni-  in  i-'ranklin  town<hif)  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer,  a  vocatinn  wliicli  he  has  alHa\'i  folltnve'l  and  in  whicli  In  has  met 
with  eminent  success.  1  le  attended  schocii  in  llamdton.  .Steuben  eoiuity.  Indi- 
ana, but  on  the  outbreak  oi  the  Civil  war  his  jjatriotism  was  aroused  and  in 
the  fall  of  1863  he  gave  practical  evidence  of  his  loyaUy  by  enlisting  as  a 
private  in  Company  B,  Twelfth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Cavalry,  in  which 
he  served  two  years  and  two  days,  acting  as  sergeant  until  the  end  of  the 
He  saw  some  most  arduous  service  and  en<lured  all  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  the  campaigns  in  which  he  took  ])art  and  was  in  the  battle^;  of  \ash- 
ville.  Mobile.  Murfrec^boro  and  other  01'  the  more  hotl\  contesteil  enLra,c;e- 
ments  of  that  great  struggle.  In  one  battle  he  was  severely  wounded,  being 
struck  by  a  sabre  and,  falling  from  his  horse, -broke  his  arm  and  dislocated  his 
shoulder.  Because  of  his  faithful  and  courageous  service  on  the  field  of  battle 
he  was  conmiisstoned  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant  on  being  mustered  out. 
After  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  service,  he  returned  to  the 
hoitie  farm  and  lived  here  continuously  since.    He  has  made  many  sub- 
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stantial  and  permaneiu  iinproveiticnts  on  the  place  and  the  splendid  residence, 
large  and  commodious  barn,  well  kept  fences  and  other  important  features 
of  an  up-to-date  farm  indicate  him  to  l)e  a  man  of  good  judgment,  sound  dis- 
crimination and  conimun  sense  m  the  rondiu  t  of  his  farm. 

On  July  4.  1892.  Mr.  Jimcb  was  manictl  at  i  ort  Wayne.  Indiana,  to 
Agnes  Cecilia  Baxter,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county.  Ohio,  on  July  1 1.  1843. 
the  daughter  of  Mnses  Baxter  arid  the  sister  ot  John  Baxter,  whose  sketch 
appears  dsewhere  in  this  work.  Mrs.  Jones  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  best  known  teachers  of  DeKalb  county,  having  taught  prohably  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  years  in  DeKalb  and  Steuben  counties.  She  had  studied 
elocution  in  Indianapolis  and  has  taught  that  science.  No  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jones  h.is  hecn  a  Ufe-long  supj>i)rtcr  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  the  success  of  vvhicii  he  has  lx?en  interested  and  to  which  he  has  con- 
tributed his  quota.  Fraternally,  he  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  ^ 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at 
Hamilton.  He  served  as  assessor  of  Franklin  township  for  twenty-two  years 
and  was  also  county  recorder  for  four  years,  in  both  positions  giving  eminently 
satisfactory  nfltninistrations  and  winnins;  the  commendation  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  On  his  hrmic  farm  Mr.  Jones  has  carried  on  his  operatioir;  in  a  man- 
ner that  has  msured  hini  financial  success  Tn  addition  to  the  raising  ot  tjrdi- 
nary  crops  he  has  given  some  attention  to  threshing  and  to  live-stock  raising, 
in  whidi  he  has  been  very  successful.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  wide-awake,  enterprising 
man  of  the  times,  fully  alive  to  the  dignities  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship 
and,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  contributes  to  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
community  and  to  the  social,  intellectual  and  moral  advancement  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Courteous,  affable  and  easily  :ippi  <  ached,  he  commands  the  respect 
of  al!  w  ith  whom  he  comes  in  contact  ami  hi."*  friends  are  in  nunilier  as  his 
acquaintances. 


WASHINGTON  BETZ. 

In  writing  the  history  of  this  county  and  trikinc:  note  r^t  the  many  men 
who  have  been  prominetn  in  its  (mblic  aflfairs  or  in  its  business  inlerests  it  is 
necessary  that  we  mention  Washington  Betz.  who  died  May  30,  1913.  for  he 
was  long  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  and  moreover  was  a  man  of 
such  sterling  worth  that  he  aided  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the  county. 
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He  was  bom  on  May  33,  1847.  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Stull)  Bets.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Bedford, 
Pennsylvania,  was  a  farmer  by  \  (M:ation.  coming  to  Ohio  in  1812.    He  located 

in  CohimhiDnn  coiint\ .  where  he  followet!  farming  pursuits,  remaininjiT  there 
until  Ills  death,  which  occtirred  on  C)ct()l)er  2.  1H87.  In  younfj  iiianhfHKl  he 
gave  some  attention  to  pedagogical  work  anil  was  a  successiul  school  teacher. 
A  Democrat  in  his  political  faith  and  a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief,  he 
was  a  man  of  honest  convictions  and  in  the  community  where  he  lived  was 
held  in  the  highest  and  best  regard  because  of  his  upright  life  and  useful  in- 
fluence. To  him  and  his  wife  were  bom  eleven  children,  as  follows :  Levi, 
deceased:  Maria,  who  is  now  eighty-two  years  of  age.  is  still  living  in  Ohio; 
William,  who  i«;  a  retired  fanner,  lives  at  Fast  Rochester.  Ohio;  John  is  de- 
ceased: Geortfc  (lied  in  1902;  Margaret,  who  lives  at  Mnpleton,  Ohio,  at  an 
advanced  age,  i.s  a  w  idow  :  Henry  died  in  iix>^:  Jefferson,  who  lives  on  a  farm 
with  his  children  at  Hamilton,  Indiana,  is  a  widower,  his  wife  having  died  in 
1910,  after  which  he  sold  h\>  property:  Elizabeth  died  in  1909;  Alvin,  who. 
though  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  is  still  actively  engaged  in  farming,  lives  near 
East  Rochester,  Ohio;  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  of  these 
ehildren. 

Washinfjftnn  Hetz  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  followed  atnicul- 
tura!  work  all  \\\<  life.  He  moved  to  the  present  homestead  in  Sniithfield 
township.  DeKalh  lottnty,  in  ^^'Jy.  hi«  first  purchase  here  ccnnprising  seventy 
acres,  to  which  he  added  forty-five  acres  comprising  the  old  SchifTli  farm,  and 
later  bought  twenty-five  acres  of  Le%v  Collins  and  in  the  spring  of  1910, 
bought  forty  acres  more  of  the  Pamell  heirs,  thus?  making  a  total  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  made  many  permanent  and  substantial 
improvements  on  this  lan<l.  among  the  first  being  the  removal  of  the  buildings 
close  to  the  road.  He  cleared  the  land,  which  wns  most  of  it  in  \\s  nritjinal 
state  nf  wildnc'!';  and  made  of  it  a  very  producti\e  and  valuable  estate.  He 
li\  ed  on  tlie  f.irm  w  hu  ll  he  thus  im|)roved  for  tbirt\  -si.\  years,  or  up  lo  the 
time  oi  his  death,  which  rnrcurred  on  May  30.  191 3.  The  <lay  before  his 
death  he  deeded  forty  acres  of  his  land  to  his  son,  Clyde,  leaving  an  estate  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Mr.  Betz  was  progressive  and  enterprising  in 
his  methods,  keeping  up  wi^  the  most  advanced  ideas  rehting  to  agriculture, 
and  for  many  years  his  farm  was  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  this 
section  of  the  county 

On  .\pril  13.  iS^K),  Mr.  Retz  married  Mary  Musser.  daughter  of  Jolin 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Hammer)  Musser.    Mr.  Mui^scr  was  a  native  of  Stark 


IJOO 


DEKALB  COUNTY,  INHtANA. 


county.  Ohio,  and  came  ic  l-'ranklin  inwtv-liip.  DcKulij  coiinlv.  liuliuna.  in 
1851,  the  journey  being  made  by  wagon,  together  with  thirteen  other  families. 
They  settled  6rst  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Franklin  township,  where  they 
remained  tintil  i8f)0,  when,  selling  that  farm,  they  moved  in  the  spring  of  Ae 
following  year  to  another  farm  of  eighty  live  acres  in  the  same  township, 
which  Mr.  Musser  hotight  htter.     During  iWo  he  hougHt  forty  acres  <»f  go\  -  • 
ernnicnt  land,  for  which  he  |);nd  the  rcgtilntion  price  <it  unc  (Inllar  and  a 
i|uarlcr.|ter  acre,  to  which  he  later  adikd  ]iiiu-  acn  ^.     11c  liien  iHHighl  >e\enty 
acres,  suhsct|Uently  eiglUy  more  and  >nil  i:itir  another  eighty.     The  forty 
acres  which  he  tMHight  from  the  g<  »v  c-mment  he  ha<]  sold  prior  to  this  time  and 
the  other  purchases  mentioned  above  were  made  during  the  years  i85i  and 
1869.    In  1893        "^hKser  moved  to  Hamilton.  Indiana,  where  be  built  a 
large  and  handsome  residentre  and  in  i8fK)  he  married  his  second  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Alice  Hai'ger.     Iiis<leath  occnrred  on  April  Ji.  h>oo.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Stark  comitv.  (Ahio.  and  was  hut  tiitis-  •iii>nth>  oM  u  hen 
she  was  brought  to  Franklin  townsiiii).  DcKalb  county,  where  her  death  oc- 
currjed  at  Hamilton  in  if^y4.    To  them  were  born  hvc  cbd<iren:  Marv 
(Mrs.  Betz);  Rmannel.  deceased:  William.  Amanda  and  Edwin.    An  unde 
of  Mr.s.  Betz.  .Sanniel  Musser.  enlisteit  during  the  war  of  1861  for  three 
months*  service  at  Taylor's  Corners.  Indiana,  and  at  the  eml  of  his  first  period 
he  re-enlisted  for  tlirci  years,  dying  a  short  tiiiie  afterward  in  an  army  hos- 
pital in  Tennessee.    To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetz  were  born  ten  children,  as  follows: 
\n!ia  is  the  wife  nf  \\'il?iani  Kline,  a  farmer  living  ahont  one  and  •>!U'-Iia1f 
miles  from  l%airheid  i  enter,  and  they  have  one  child.  Lester:  i'"ui;eiie  tlicti 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  his  death  Ix'ing  the  result  of  an  acciilent  in 
the  Great  Western  Railroad  yards  in  Qiicago :  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Giester 
Baricer,  a  farmer  near  Spring:|)ort,  Jackson  county.  Michigan,  and  they  have 
one  child.  Clyde:  .Alice  is  the  wife  of  Ezra  Brand,  a  farmer  near  Fairfield 
Center,  and  the>  hn>e  five  children:    Frank,  deceased.  Ethel.  John,  Howard 
and  Heorge :  Ida,  who  is  unmarried,  remaitis  at  home  w  ith  her  mother,  as 
does  Marv;  r.eorge,  after  attending  the  common  schools  of  Franklin  town- 
.ship.  was  graduated  in  the  .Ashley  high  school  in  i()02,  and  then  took  the 
teachers  course  in  the  Angola  Normal  School,  where  he  graduatetl  in  1903. 
The  follow  ing  year  he  t<Mjk  special  teacher's  work  in  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Terre  Haute,  and  in  1905  went  we*t  <in  an  extended  \^cation.    He  re- 
turned to  the  Terre  Haute  Nomial  in  IQ07.  ami  on  the  2nd  day  of  July  of  the 
latter  year  he  was  married  to  Lurah  Armstrong.    On  July  2.  1907,  he  left 
for  iSbit  Fhilippnie  ishuidl,  ivhere  he  taught  schocd  for  the  government  He 
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remained  there  four  years  and  aitc-r  a  visit  home  in  July,  lyii,  reiurned  to 
his  work,  where  he  is  employed  as  superintendent  of  the  schools  in  Tarlack 
province,  in  the  Philippines.  His  wife,  who  also  is  well  .educated,  teaches 
with  him;  Blanch^  who  is  unmarried  and  remains  at  home  with  her  mother, 

is  a  successful  school  teacher  at  Ashley:  John.  v\ho  is  a  ^ticcessfiil  farmer 
at  Sprinf^port.  Michigan,  married  Lena  Kuckmk.  and  they  have  ont-  child. 
Howard;  C  lyde,  who  lives  on  the  homestead  farm,  marricfl  l-'av  Teeters  on 
June  3.  1913.  the  dautjhter  ot  Orjihens  and  Ada  I.  (()sln»in  1  l  etters,  livins; 
at  Angola,  Indiana.  Clyde  was  educateii  in  tlic  ct;ninKni  schools  and  high 
school  at  Ashley,  and  then  took  teacher's  training  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana, 
in  191a  He  taught  three  years  in  three  different  schools  in  Smithfield  town- 
ship and  m  the  spring  of  1913  he  took  up  farming  on  the  oM  home  place. 

Politically.  Mr.  Bctz  was  a  lifdong.  Democrat  and.  th<ni<»h  takinji  an 
active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party,  he  never  aspired  to  pt)Iitical  offices 
of  any  nature  His  relii^totis  faitli  was  in  harmony  with  the  creed  nf  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  cliiiich.  <it  whicli  he  was  a  faithful  meinlx;r  aiul  to  the 
support  of  which  he  contributed  of  his  means.  His  business  career  was  not 
only  a  soocessful  one,  but  an  honorable  one  as  well,  and  the  most  envious 
o>uld  not  grudge  him  his  snccess,  for  it  was  gained  by  the  most  straightfor- 
ward  methods.  Hard  work  and  good  management  proved  the  basis  of  his 
prosperity  and  made  him  a  man  of  affluence.  He  leaves  lieliiiul  him  a  mem- 
ory worthy  to  be  cherished  and  revered  and  his  name  shouUl  he  enrolled 
amontf  the  re])rcsentative  men  who  have  licen  valued  citizens  ()f  the  county. 
Domestic  in  his  tastes,  his  gieate^^t  nicasnre  was  in  the  family  circle,  while 
among  his  fellows  his  com])-mional)le  anti  genial  nature  commended  him  to 
their  attention  and  he  was  well  liked  throughout  the  commwnity  where  he  had 
resided  for  so  many  years,  and  where  he  had  ever  exerted  his  influence  for 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men. 


ADEK  D.  BRUNSOX. 

Oik  of  the  substantial  and  thrifty  citizens  of  the  vicinity  of  St.  Joe, 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  is  Aden  D.  Bnmson.  He  has  perse\  ered  in  the  pur- 
suit of  a  persistent  pnr|Kise  and  trained  a  satisfactorv  reward.  His  life  is 
exem])lary  in  main  respects,  and  lie  has  ever  snpix uted  those  interests  which 
have  for  their  object  the  welfare  of  the  cominunity  and  the  benefit  of  his 
neighlx)rs  and  friends.  • 
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Aden  D.  Brunson  was  bom  in  Allen  county^  Indiana,  on  Sqrtember  6, 
1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan  and  Hannah  (HoUaday)  Branson,  the  former 
a  native  pi  New  York  state  and  the  latter  of  Vermont   Nathan  Branson  left 

his  native  state  in  1836  for  liuliana,  his  journey  being  by  the  way  of  the 
Ohio  river  to  Cincinnati  and  then  to  Dearborn  county,  from  which  locality 
he  came  ovcrlanH  by  ox  tcani  to  l-'ort  Wayne.  He  ua-^  a  resident  of  Allen 
county  until  1881  when  he  eame  lu  ])eKalli  eounty,  wIktc  he  atterwanN  re- 
:xi<Ied.  He  followed  fanning  during  all  his  acthe  years  with  a  fair  degree 
ol  success  and  when  he  and  his  wife  passed  to  the  higher  life  they  left  behind 
them  the  record  of  well  spent  lives  and  an  .influence  for  good  in  the  com- 
munity. They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  Allen,  Jane,  Thomas,  Reuben, 
Aden,  Ella.  Vincent  C.  Cassie,  Sidney  and  Susan. 

Aden  Brunson  attendetl  first  the  coniniun  schools  of  Allen  county,  sup- 
plementing this  training  by  attendance  at  the  Methodist  rol1ep:e  at  Fort 
Wayne  He  then  was  a  student  in  the  I'.ryant  &  Stratton  Busmess  College  at 
Bullalo.  New  York,  after  which  iie  learned  the  business  of  telegraphy,  in 
which  he  was  eniployed  at  Buffalo  for  a  time;  then  for  twenty-years  he 
was  on  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  Chicago  houses,  after  which  he 
went  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  moving  from  there  to  Fort  Wayne,  and  thence 
to  Newvillc,  DeKalh  county,  eventually  locating  on  the  splen<lid  farm  of 
eighty-five  acres  in  Wilmington  and  Concord  townships,  where  he  now  resides. 
To  the  cultivation  of  this  tract  of  land  Mr.  Brunst  n  hn-  i'jven  intelligent 
direction  and  his  efforts  ha\e  rewarded  with  a  ti  ::n  of  success  cora- 
mensuratc  therewith.  He  comijines  fanning  and  stcKk  rai.Mng.  l)elieving  tiiat 
in  this  v\a\  can  the  farmer  secure  the  best  results  from  his  land,  and  in  all 
his  efforts  he  has  been  guided  by  .<iountl  Inisiness  principles  which,  combined 
with  his  indefatigable  efforts  and  thrifty  liaUts.  have  made  him  fairly  inde- 
pendent in  the  way  of  material  wealth. 

Aden  I).  Brunson  was  married  <«ii  ScptemlK-r  30.  187^),  to  Alue  V. 
Michaels,  the  dauirhter  of  Oliver  I',  and  Mary  .\.  (Steward)  Michaels.  Mr. 
Michaels,  wh'*  \va'>  a  native  of  Maryland,  moved  from  that  state  U)  Ohio, 
where  he  followed  the  <  ar|»cnter  business  during  all  his  active  years.  He  is 
now  decease<l.  He  was  a  nephew  of  l  liomas  Jeffer.son.  lienig  the  son  of 
Deborah  Jeffcrstin,  sister  of  the  President.  His  wife,  who  is  also  deceased, 
was  born  in  Virginia.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michaels  were  Iwrn  ten  children, 
namely :  Jane.  William.  Xathaniel.  Ellen.  .Xddison.  l*annie.  all  of  whom  are 
deceased;  Mrs.  Brunson,  Melissa.  Warren  and  Lucretia.  the  last  named  also 
being  deceased.   To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunson  ^ave  been  bom  four  children. 
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namely:  Ada,  the  wu'e  of  C.  C.  Bassctt,  of  St  Joe;  Ross,  an  engineer  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad;  Sterling,  a  fanner  in  Wiknington  township, 
this  county,  and  Thomas,  who  remains  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  .Brunson  has  been  a  life-long  Republican  and  is  the 
present  assessor  of  his  township,  performing  the  duties  of  this  office  to  the 
entire  sritisfaction  r)f  his  fellow  citizens.  He  has  ever  taken  more  than  a 
passing,'  interest  in  the  things  that  have  had  for  their  object  the  material  im- 
prcivenient  of  his  cuniniunity  and  county,  and  Ijecause  oi  his  Imsiness  suc- 
cess and  Ins  genuine  personal  worth  he  enjoys  the  fullest  measure  of  con- 
fidence and  good  will  on  the  part  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


DOUGLAS  KELLEY. 

A  review  of  the  life  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  memoir  mast  of 
necessity  be  brief  and  general  in  its  character  To  enter  fully  into  the  inter- 
esting details  of  the  career  of  the  late  Douglas  Kellcy»  touching  the  struggles 
of  his  early  manhood  and  the  successes  of  his  later  years,  would  far  transcend 
the  limits  of  this  article  He  filled  a  large  place  in  the  ranks  nf  the  active., 
energetic  and  pnlilK->;i>inted  citizens  of  his  day  and  i^cnctat inn.  and  the 
memories  wluclr  attach  to  his  name  and  character  form  no  inconsiderable 
chapter  in  the  history  of  his  native  county,  where  he  did  his  work  and 
achieved  his  success. 

Douglas  Kelley  was  bom  in  section  35,  Smtthfield  township,  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  on  November  12,  1862,  and  his  untimely  death  occurred  on- 
June  24,  1899.  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-six  ycar^.  his  death  heing  caused  hy 
hcing  struck  hy  a  !im!i  dislfKli^ad  l>y  a  fallint,-^  tier,  lii--  death  ensuing  in  a  few 
hours  after  the  ain  iditit  l)«)iigla>  Kellev  was  the  oi  lames  1).  and  Amy 
Kelley.  lames  1>.  Kelley  was  an  early  >-cltler  in  Smithheld  township,  having 
come  here  on  horseback  from  I'indlay.  Ohio,  in  an  early  day.  He  and  his 
brother,  Freeman  Kelley,  had  walked  to  California,  where  they  engaged  in 
gold  mining,  with  the  proceeds  of  which  they  were  enabled  to  buy  farms  in 
the  southeast  part  of  Smithfield  township.  He  and  his  brother  had  married 
sisters  at  Findlav  and  brought  their  wi\es  to  this  county  on  horseback. 
Douglas  Kelley  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  in  the  high  scho<M  at  Watrrhvi  \t  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  was.  hecause  of  the  death  of  his  father,  comjKjIled  to  take 
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upoti  liiiiiseif  the  $upport  of  his  widowed  mother  and  three  sisters,  and 

faitbiuUy  am!  cf>iirage()usly  did  he  fulfill  his  trust.  His  mother  was  born  in 
Hancock  county,  Ohio,  her  mnrria^e  to  Mr  Kelley  occurring  in  185;  Her 
husbaml  died  on  January  15,  i8(>j.  aiul  from  that  time  on  she  devoted  her 
efforts  to  the  rearing  of  her  large  family,  all  of  whom  she  saw  grow  to 
honorable  atid  respected  manhood  and  womanhood.  She  survived  her  hus- 
band, many  years,  her  death  occurring^  on  August  25.  1900. 

On  March  13,  1892,  Douglas  Kelley  was  married  to  Isabella  Walker, 
the  (^nghter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli  Walker,  and  to  this  union  were  bom  three 
children,  namely :  .Marvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months;  Walker  J., 
who  was  horn  in  fHt);^,  and  wlu)  now  Vwo  with  his  mother,  and  .Amy  M.. 
who  was  bom  on  Scptcnilx-r  j,  1897.  and  died  on  X'ovemher  2,  i<)<x>.  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  Douglas  Kelley  spent  practically  \u>  entire  life  nn  the 
old  family  homestead  east  of  Waterloo  and  was  mtmlxTed  among  the  earnest, 
progressive,  industrious  and  successful  agriculturists  of  his  community.  He 
was  a  man  of  vigorous  physique  and  active  in  his  methods  and  because  of 
his  public  spirit  and  progressive  attitude  in  all  matters  aflfecting  the  com- 
munity, he  had  won  and  retained  to  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  nil  who  knew  liini.  nrul  h'.<  <Iealli  was  considered  a  distinct  loSS  tO 
the  comniimity  which  had  been  honored  by  his  citizenship. 


CHRISTIAN  CURIE. 

The  subject  u!  llu.>  akclch  ha.^  seen  mure  than  ihc  alloted  nunil>cr  ol 
years,  and  has  during  the  must  part  of  that  tinie  engaged  in  active  work 
on  his  farm,  which  has  well  repaid  hhn  and  lias  been  to  him  the  source  of 
much  pleasure.  He  has  always  fonnd  nntch  pleasure  in  fanning  and  the 
cultivation  of  crops  and  caring  for  stock,  and  luts  found  that  they  arc  as 
nrofitahle  in  a  monetary  way  as  any  occi!pation  could  w  ell  !)e  expeited  to  be. 
In  his  life  he  has  also  gained  for  himself  many  friends,  who  have  been  at- 
tracted hy  his  worth  and  cajiTihilities. 

(.  liristian  Curie,  who  nnir.Iiered  anionj^r  the  U.-iding  farniers  of  Spencer 
Kjwnship,  i)eKall)  county,  Indiana,  was  l>»)rn  ni  the  «.iate  of  Ohio,  on  Novem- 
ber 9,  184J.  and  is  the  siwi  of  Nicholas  and  Barbara  (Klopfenstein)  Curie, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Francx.  Nicholas  Curie  made  the  overland 
trip  from  Syracuse.  New  York,  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  of  which  he  was  one 
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of  the  pioneer  settlers,  and  there  the  family  met  with  misfortune  by  the  death 
of  the  mother  of  typhoid  fever,  fottr  of  the  subject's  aiints  also  dying  of  the 
same  disease  at  tluit  time  and  all  within  twenty  days.  At  that  time  there 
were  no  cemeteries  in  that  part  of  the  country  and  tlie  bodies  were  all  in- 
terred on  a  part  of  a  farm  which  was  set  apart  for  that  piirfKise.  There  was 
no  (locior  ill  that  county  then,  and  no  lumber  to  Tiinkc  cuttins  with,  so  they  split 
out  plank  ami  fastened  ihcin  together  with  vvuoiU.u  pins.  Only  one  man  had 
any  tools,  lie  living  alx)ut  fifteen  miles  away,  su  they  took  the  split  plank  to 
his  place  and  there  made  the  coffin.  To  Kicholas  and  BaHjara  Curie  were 
bom  the  following  children:  Mrs.  Barbara  Crupt,  deceased;  Nicholas,  who 
lives  in  Ohio;  Peter  and  Jacob,  deceased ;  Christian,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  John,  deceased :  Mrs.  Lida  Worth,  deceased,  and  Josq)h.  who  lives 
in  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  «;k(tcli  rcccivetl  his  etlucatioti  in  the  C(»mmon  schonls. 
and  in  1865  came  to  the  Housier  state,  with  which  he  Ijas  lx*en  identified  con- 
tinuously since.  For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  in 
Allen  county  and  then  moved  on  to  the  fine  htrm  of  one  hundred  acres  tn 
Spencer  township,  DeKatb  county,  which  he  now  ooaipies.  On  this  farm  was 
located  the  first  school  established  in  DeKalb  county,  the  teacher  of  which 
was  Rev.  .\lton.  who  was  paid  by  the'patrons  of  the  *5chool  helping  him  to  cut 
the  timber  and  dear  a  part  of  his  land.  Mr.  Curie's  farm  is  well  improved  in 
everv  wa\  and  the  soil  is  maintained  at  tiie  hif^hest  point  of  fertility  due  to 
the  careful  management  of  Mr.  Curie,  who  lolate-  the  crops  pro|)crly  and 
otherwise  conserves  the  original  resources  ot  the  land  as  tar  as  possible,  ile 
raises  a  general  line  of  crops  and  aim  gives  attention  to  stock  raising,  in  both 
of  which  lines  he  has  met  -with  most  pronotmced  success.  He  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  sulistantial  men  of  his  community. 

Christian  Curie  was  married  tm  March  :>().  i86t.  to  Katherine  Rover, 
the  daughter  of  Galtriel  and  Annie  ( Conra<! )  Koyer.  natives  of  rennsyl- 
vania.  To  thi>  union  were  born  the  following  children:  William,  of  St 
Joe:  Mrs.  Laura  W'haley,  whu  li\es  in  Kan^rts;  .Mrs.  Amanda  KlopicH>ieni. 
of  Grabill,  .\llen  county,  lndi:ina:  Mrs.  !".iiiiiia  Skilling.  of  l]aUimore.  Mary- 
land; Mrs.  Orline  Koch,  of  St.  Joe;  Morris,  of  St.  Joe.  who  was  a  member 
of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  Regiment  Indiana  National 
Ouatd;  Frank,  of  St.  Joe;  Mrs.  Maude  Beanns  of  Spencerville.  this  county: 
Mrs.  Annie  Henderson,  who  lives  in  Michigan:  Grover.  who  lives  in  St  Joe 
and  who.  for  four  years,  w  as  in  the  I'nited  States  navy.  l)eing  assigned  to  the 
battle  ship  "Iowa,"  where  he  acquired  a  reputation  as  the  best  marksman. 
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having  secured  first  prize  for  first  enlistment  men.  He  handled  heav>' 
ordnance,  including  twelve-ineh  guns« 

Politically,  Mr.  Curie  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  in  his  church  relations 

is  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  qualities^ 
genial  disposition  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 


NICHOLAS  DIETZEN. 

Anionj,'  the  leading  fanners  and  stock  raisers  of  Smithftekl  township  i« 
the  j,'entleman  \\ho<^e  name  appears  above.  He  also  holds  worthy  prestige 
as  a  citizen  and  is  a  creditable  representative  of  that  large  and  eminently 
respectable  class  of  people  who  by  deeds  rather  than  words  give  stability  to 
the  body  politic  and  by  their  influence  honor  the  communities  in  which  they 
reside. 

Nichc^s  Dietzen,  whose  fine  farm  in  Smithfield  t.>wnship  reflects  cre<lit 
upon  its  owner,  was  lK)rn  on  September  28.  1863,  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
and  the  «on  of  Nicholas.  Sr..  and  ^Ta^v  f  Bchr)  Dietzen.  both  of  whom  were 
fi )reiL^^n-bf>rn.  the  fnther  n  tintivc  ot  I'rti^sia  .ind  the  mother  born  in  Dutch* 
Bremen,  (icnuany.  The  Niihject's  father  was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  prior  to  which  time  he  liad  been  for 
three  years  a  sddier  in  the  German  army.  After  his  arrival  in  America  he 
located  at  Cleveland,  where  he  remained  until  his  marriage  to  Mary  Behr. 
who  had  come  to  this  country  with  her  parents  some  time  Iwfore.  After 
their  marriage  they  mo\ed  to  Lorain  county.  Ohio,  where  their  son,  the  sub- 
ject ftf  tliis  sketch,  was  l)orn.  and  when  the  latter  nf>^iit  six  motiUK  old 
thcv  nuned  to  Menry  coimtv,  Ohio,  locating  alu  ni  ten  mileN  .stiutii  of 
Napoleon,  where  they  remained  until  the  father's  death,  whicii  occurred  alioul 
J 897.  On  the  Henry  county  farm  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  district. 
From  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  rented  his  father's  place,  to  (he  atltiva- 
tion  of  which  he  devoted  his  attention,  and  after  his  father's  death  he  bought 
oui  tlie  interests  of  the  ■  ilu  i-  lu  irs  in  the  ho»ne  farm,  thtis  becoming  the  owner 
ul  fil't\  nrrv-  nf  Innd.  In  i'elsviufrv.  rqn;^.  'ic  sold  tbnt  ]ihcv  ;hv1.  comTn',"  fo 
DeKalh  count\ .  Indiana,  bought  one  hundred  and  iit'teen  and  three-quarters 
acres  on  (he  lint  l)etwcen  I'ranklin  and  SniithlicUi  K •unships,  tri  the  cultiva 
tion  of  which  he  has  devt>led  his  attention  continuotisly  since  with  the  most 
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pronounced  results  He  has  made  many  permanent  and  substantial  improve- 
tnents  on  this  farm,  including  the  erection  of  a  snh^tantial  l>ank  barn  ami  a 
neat  and  attractive  residence,  and  in  other  ways  has  developed  the  farm  ac- 
cording to  up-to-date  methods  and  ideas.  He  is  an  industrious,  energetic 
and  progressive  fanner,  giving  his  attention  to  general  agriculture  rather 
than  to  any  special  line  and»  by  dint  of  persevering  industry  and  indomitable 
energ>',  he  has  accomplished  very  definite  results,  his  farm  being  today  num- 
bered amon.tj  the  best  in  the 'ik  irtbcrn  part  of  tb':"  county. 

On  October  7,  1894,  Mr.  Dietzcn  was  married  to  Selina  Scbortgeii.  who 
was  born  in  I.tiNt'inlKTi^-,  ricrmany.  011  July  10.  1871.  and  wbo  in  iS8f).  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  mother,  Margaret 
Schortgen,  the  father,  Charles  Schortgen.  having  come  to  this  country  -ahout 
two  months  before.  His  death  occurred  in  Henry  counfy,  Ohio,  in  1895,  and 
his  widow  now  makes  her  home  widi  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deitzen.  To  the  latter 
have  been  born  four  children,  Leo,  Mildred,  Irene  and  Helen,  the  latter  hav- 
ing lost  hvY  life  bv  nn  explosion  of  kerosene  oi!  in  Atif^nst.  1913. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Dietzen  and  the  meml)ers  of  his  family  belong  to  St. 
Mitliaet's  Catholic  church,  imc  of  the  strongest  organizations  of  this  denom- 
ination in  the  county,  and  they  take  a  commendable  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  mother  church.  In  every  respect  they  are  desirable  citizens  and  have 
ever  given  their  support  to  every  enterprise  looking  to  the  advancement  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  and  becauiw  of  their  sterling  qualities  of 
character,  their  close  attention  to  their  home  affairs  and  their  personal  fpial' 
ities.  they  enjoy  a  large  acquaintance  and  many  warm  friendships  in  their 
community. 


SIMON*  ROHM.  JR. 

In  the  death  of  the  honored  sii|)ject  of  this  memoir.  -lU  May  1,0.  1880. 
at  his  born-  in  Stnithtield  to\vn<--bip  there  ■)Ms-iefl  anotfier  member  of 

that  group  uf  distinctively  representative  agriculturists  wlin  were  ihc  Icad- 
trs  in  farming  circle.-i  in  DcKalb  county.  He  was  born  un  December  3,  1825. 
in  Rhineburg,  Rontz  Witer,*  Germany,  and  was  the  son  of  Simon  Rohm.  Sr., 
who  was  bom  on  September  27,  1785,  and  died  on  .April  3.  1857.  Simon 
Rohm,  Sr..  was  a  soldier  for  nine  years  in  the  Napoleonic  wars,  and  was 
married  in  the  old  country  to  Mary  Ann  Miller,  who  was  born  on  January 
15.  1800,  and  who  died  on  September  25,  1855,  aged  fifty-five  years  and 
eight  months.    Simon  Rohm,  Sr.,  was  considered  well-to-do  in  his  native 
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land,  owning  fifteen  acres  of  land  and  two  cows,  but  he  sold  all  he  had  and 
brought  his  wife  and  children,  Fred,  Elizabeth.  Simon,  Valentine  and  Caro- 
line, to  America,  their  other  children  having  (hed  in  (ierniany.  Although 
considered  \vell-tn-<io,  he  spent  all  he  had  in  making  the  trip  to  America  and 

was  five  dollars  in  debt  on  his  arrival  here.  Thev  were  flftv-^even  days  on  the 
ocean,  the  trip  iienig  niatle  in  the  old  slow -^nnii^  ^rulirii;  \csscls.  In  18,^3 
the  fannly  located  in  liohues  ccninty.  Ohio,  where  were  Ijorn  other  chiUlren. 
W  illiam  B.,  Henry  C.  Joseph  E.  and  Christian.  In  1845  family  moved 
to  western  Indiana,  where  the  father  had  leased  land  for  nine  years.  Simony 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  being  the  laigest  and  most  robust  son  at  home,  and 
his  father  Ixing  too  old  to  farm  alone,  tlie  son  refused  to  stay  and  farm  the 
place  l)ecause  of  the  worthless  character  of  the  soil,  consequently  the>  packed 
v.\)  their  effects  and  came  to  DcKalh  count) .  locating  f)n  a  farm  tw  o  and  one- 
halt  u]\\f<  smulnvf-it  ni  \\'a(erloo.  kiTuvn  as  the  lom-ph  Slahl  pl.-icc  Thev 
iIkmc  (staljlishcd  a  jjei luaneiit  home  and  tlu-re  the  parent^  sjifiu  ihcir  remain- 
ing days.  Of  their  chiklren.  Fred  married  Susannah  F-asierly  in  liohncs 
county,  Ohio,  moved  to  Knox  county,  that  state,  in  1843.  and  in  1847  to 
DeKalb  coimty.  linng  about  tv/n  miles  west  of  Waterloo  until  his  death: 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Baltzer  Stahl.  moved  to  DeKalb  county  in 
1857.  and  lived  three  miles  southwest  of  Waterloo  until  her  death:  Valentine 
lived  in  DeKalh  county  from  1845  until  hi.s  death,  on  August  it>,  1905.  at 
the  aire  of  <^f\ entv-vcven  vear« ;  rnrf>1itie  iH-camr  ti  e  wife  of  Or  |.  W'. 
Lyttle,  and  lived  quite  a  wiiik-  at  Setlan.  later  at  Aulmrn.  where  the  i>(ict'>r 
liad  a  large  practice.  In  i86j  they  moved  to  Knowille.  Iowa,  where  she  imw 
resides;  W'illiam  was  a  wagon-maker,  hut  now  operates  a  farm  we.si  of 
Waterloo.  He  iirst  married  Lucinda  Morr.  and  for  his  second  wife.  Phoebe 
Townlcy;  Henry  C  married  Mary  A.  Lutz,  and  farmed  two  miles  west  of 
Waterloo  until  advanccil  in  years,  when  he  moved  to  Waterloo  and  resided 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  February  -'7.  h)o8:  Joseph  K.,  who 
came  to  fndiai  a  with  his  pnn*nt<  married  Mary  Ann  Dunn  in  i8^»4  rnvl 
farmed  in  Smilhheld  tow^l^iJlp  unlil  his  death,  which  occurred  «w  May  11, 
ir;t)_>;  C'hri>tian  Rolini  man  ied  .^uxan  Miser  for  liis  rir>t  w  ife,  and  atterwartl 
married  .Mr.>.  .\nna  Mary  Camphell.    He  lives  at  Auburn. 

Simon  Rohm.  Jr.,  was  married  on  July  16,  1849.  to  Marj'  Harsh,  a 
native  of  Carroll  county.  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  <in  Sefitemlxrr  30.  1830, 
the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Rachel  (Seibert)  Harsh.  Her  parents  were 
Uirn  in  Pennsylvania,  suhsecpiently  moving  to  Stark  county.  Ohio,  thence  to 
Carroll  county,  where  they  lived  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mrs. 
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kohni  liveti  there  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  then  caiiie  with  her  sister, 
Uebeci»,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Hildt,  to  DeKalb  coun^',  Hving  with  them  until 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Rohm.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rohm  possessed  nothing  except  guoci  health  and  a  giiod  a\e  which  Mr.  Kohm 
knew  well  how  to  u^^e.  He  lirst  rented  a  place  in  Smithfield  township  and 
also  worked  for  others  until  he  got  a  >-tart.  and  then  three  years  after  mar- 
riage he  Ixmght  ciirhty  aiTe«i  of  land,  largely  on  credit,  lait  e< nitimird  work 
for  others  by  tlie  day,  clcariny  his  land  at  nitjht  by  moonlight  antl  did  not 
move  on  it  until  he  iiad  it  paid  for.  By  ri}<id  tcoiioiiiy  he  aiul  his  \v  ifc  saved 
th^ir  money  and  made  it  a  practice  nut  to  count  their  savings  until  a  pay- 
ment on  their  land  was  due,  when  to  their  gratification  they  found  they  had 
about  a  dollar  more  than  was  needed.  Mr.  Rohm  lived  on  that  farm  until 
1879,  Rohm  givii^  him  material  assistance  in  tltc  clearing  of  the  land 
and  in  the  work  in  the  fields,  and  at  night  she  spun  and  wove  and  made 
clothi-  for  thi-  family,  cooking  by  the  i>ioneer  fireplace,  and  in  other  ways 
materially  assistint^  Iniii  In  1H79  Mr.  Rohm  traded  for  the  old  John  lliisscl- 
man  place  in  the  southwestern  part  of  (irnnt  township,  where  he  sjH-nt  the 
rest  of  his  life  and  where  two  of  his  children  still  reside.  He  was  a  good 
manager  and  traded  farm.s,  in  which  way  he  made  nioney,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  owning  over  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  was  well  im- 
proved. His  death  occurred  on  May  jto»  1880.  and  he  was  considered  at  that 
time  one  of  the  best  citizen'*  of  his  c< imninnitN  widow  -liW  live*  on  the 

home  farm  and  enjoys  the  respect  oi  all  who  know  lur.    To  them  were 
born  thirteen  children,  bvt-   li  whom  die<l  in  chiNlhood.  while  the  rc^t  are 
still  living,  as  fc'llows:   John  is  a  resident  of  Kranklin  township;  Lydia  is  the 
wife  of  John  Hamnian.  who  is  reprcNcnteil  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Henry 
is  in  Oregon;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Hcnr)  Hanmian.  and  lives  in  Branch 
county,  Michigan;  Amos  lives  at  home  with  his  mother;  Lucinda  is  the  wife 
of  Francis  Duesler,  and  lives  east  of  Waterloo:  Simon  R.  lives  on  a  farm 
across  the  road  from  his  mother  in  Grant  township  and  Ezra  lives  northeast 
of  his  mother  on  the  adjoining  farm.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rohm  are  entitled  not 
only  to  creflit  for  the  material  success  which  they  attaine<l.  but  for  rcarinjr 
to  honoral)le  nianh<K>d  and  womanliood  these  children,  who  have  <HTnpied 
respected  places  in  their  various  coniinunities  and  who  are  each  achieving 
definite  success  in  life.    Mr.  Rohm  was  a  man  of  stern  character,  hut  was 
always  ready  to  lend  his  assistance  to  any  movement  for  the  upbuilding  of  his 
oommunity,  giving  his  siqiport  to  every  moral  question.   He  early  had  the 
sagacity  and  prescience  to  di9cein  the  eminence  which  the  future  had  in  store 
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for  this  great  and  growing  section  of  the  comnionwealtli  and,  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  dictates  of  faith  and  judgment,  he  reaped  in  the  fullness 
of  time  the  generous  benefits  which  are  the  just  recompense  of  indomitable  in- 
dustry, spotless  integrity  and  sound  entei^rise. 


DAVID  A.  HAMMAN. 

Among  the  airong  and  lutiucntial  citizens  of  DeKalb  county  the  records 
of  whose  lives  have  become  an  essential  part  of  the  history-  of  this  section, 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above  oocuiMes  a  prominent  place  and  {<w 
years  he  has  exerted  a  beneficial  influence  in  the  locality  where  he  resides. 
His  chief  characteristics  are  keenness  of  perception,  a  tireless  energy,  hon- 
esty of  pur]K>se  and  nioti\  e.  and  every-day  common  sense,  which  have  enaUed 
him  not  only  to  advance  his  own  interests,  but  also  contribute  to  the  moral 
and  material  a<lvancen)eni  of  the  cnmnnmity 

David  A.  Maimnan.  whose  conilortahlc  resulence  and  well  im])i(>\oi 
farm  lies  in  the  sduilieast  (jnarter  of  section  j^,  Sniithliclil  township,  was 
bom  in  this  township  on  Janiiary  14,  1877,  and  the  son  of  Daniel  Hamman. 
who  is  represented  s|>ecifically  elsewhere  in  this  work,  hence  further  refer- 
ence to  die  subject's  ancestry  will  not  be  made  at  this  point.  Mr.  Hamman 
was  reared  imder  the  parental  roof  and  secured  a  good  practical  edncaticm  in 
the  common  sch<x)ls  of  the  locality.  He  remained  at  hcrnie  until  liis  marriage 
in  i89<),  when  he  cngaj;e«l  in  farinincr  "'i1u"s  own  account  at  the  place  where 
he  now  which  rom]>ri>;es  eii;hl\   acre-  of  splendid  land      He  also 

bought  a  twenty-acre  tract  adioinint^  un  the  east  in  1004,  and  to  this  splen- 
did farm  he  has  given  his  undivided  aliention.  his  efforts  being  rewarded 
with  splendid  harvests  from  year  to  year.  He  does  not  specialize  in  any  par- 
ticular line  of  agriculture,  but  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality  and 
to  some  extent  handles  live  stock,  while  in  everything  that  pertains  to  the 
science  to  which  he  y:ives  hi-  •  fT  ri*;  he  has  achieved  a  record  as  a  man  of 
•;.Hii!  iudnmetit.  wise  discretion  and  energetic  methods.  Mr.  liatnnian  keeps 
closely  in  touch  with  twentieth-century  ideas  relative  to  agriculture  and  ?=;  not 
slow  to  aflopt  lu-w  !nctli'i<]<  when  tlu-ir  ]  >ract  icaliilil\'  ha-  l>eeii  dcmunslrated. 

In  i^/^f  Mr.  Ilauuiuiii  was  inarrted  10  Suranda  Walker,  the  ilaughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli  Walker,  who  also  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mrs.  Hamman  wat^  horn  and  reared  in  Smithfield  township  and  is  a  lady  ttf 


IttKAU  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


911 


many  fine  qualities  of  head  and  heart.  To  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, Lester  and  Mabel. 

Fraternally.  Mr  Haninian  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and, 
with  his  wife,  he  also  belongs  to  the  Pythian  Sisters,  Mrs.  Hamman  being 
also  a  memhfr  of  the  Order  of  the  Ea'?tern  Star. 

Mr.  Hamman  is  a  man  of  versatile  talent,  being  not  only  ;i  >uccessful 
agrictdturist  in  all  its  phases,  but  is  also  an  expert  carpenter,  builder  and 
house  mover,  in  which  he  is  busily  engaged,  really  having  more  worfc  offered 
him  than  he  can  attend  to.  In  all  that  the  word  implies,  he  is  progressive  and 
is  numbered  among  the  wide-awake,  active  and  influential  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, his  support  being  tinrcscr\  cdly  gh  cn  to  every  movement  looking  for 
the  betterment  of  the  people  educationally,  morally  or  materially,  and  in  consc- 
<iuence  of  his  lari^e-hearted  attitude  toward  civic  and  public  affairs  he  enjoys 
the  high  regard  of  the  entire  community. 


CLARENCE  A.  BOWMAN. 

One  ot  the  progressive  ajwl  representative  farmers  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship, DeKalb  coun^',  -Indiana,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  aj^iears  at  the 
head  of  this  review.  His  has  been  an  eminently  active  and  useful  life,  but 
the  limited  space  at  the  disposal  of  the  biographer  forbids  more  than  a  casual 
mention  of  the  leading  events  in  his  career,  which,  in  our  opinion,  will  suffice 
to  show  what  earnest  and  intelligent  endeavor  and  honesty  of  pur^se  rightly 
applied  and  i^ersistcntlv  followed  will  lead  to — unqualified  'luccess. 

Clarence  A.  Howniati  was  burn  in  Cass  cminty,  Micliitjan,  on  Octolier 
28,  icS8i,  and  i.s  the  son  of  Archie  and  Alice  (  Kcllty )  Uov\nian,  who  are 
specifically  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  grew  up  on  his  fatiiei?8 
farm,  securing  a  good,  practical  education,  which  he  afterwards  supple- 
mented by  a  two  years*  course  in  an  agriailtural  college  in  Lansing.  Michigan, 
graduating  with  the  class  of  1001.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  on  a  splendid  tract  of  land  in  section  35,  ^lith- 
field  township.  DeKalb  county.  Indiana.  whi(b  liad  been  bouf,dn  in  earlv 
days  hv  his  maternal  cfrandfather,  C'vrn*  Howiiian.  and  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  this  land  he  ha-  c«rtUinuously  <lc\<iU'(l  his  time  ami  attention 
since.  Mr.  Bowman  is  an  enthusiastic,  up-to-date  farmer,  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  whatever  pertains  to  progress  in  his  chosen  calling,  not  hesitating 
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to  adopt  new  methods  where  he  sees  their  advantage  over  old  ones.  To  this 
end  he  has  taken  short  courses  in  sdentilic  fanntng  at  Purdue  and  also  at 
Auburn,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  Farmers'  Institute  at  Waterloo.  He 
gives  carcfnl  and  personal'attcntion  to  every  detail  of  his  farm  work  and  is 
eminently  enlitled  to  the  success  which  is  his. 

On  May  j\,  Mr    IJownian  \va»;  unitt'f!  in  jtiartiagc  with  !>(,ra 

Lut^.  (lauglUcr  of  Jacob  aiul  Sarah  (Haniniaii)  l.ui/..  \\h"  were  natives 
respectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  arc  mentioned  clsev\here  in  tlie  pagts 
of  this  work.  To  this  union  has  been  bom  one  daughter,  Thelma,  who  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  on  May  j8,  1907. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Bowman  is  an  active  member  of  the  Indefiendent  Order 
of  (>(ld  Fdlows  and  the  Gleaners,  in  the  workinj^s  of  which  order.';  he  is 
deeply  interested.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  l^jwrnan  move  in  the  f>est  circles  in  their 
comnnuiity.  and  none  are  mwv  jinpnlar  rtr  held  ir»  hiejher  esteem  for  their 
uprightness  of  character  and  genial  attributes  than  they. 


HERBERT  CLYDE  VViLLiS. 

A  man's  repmauon  i.s  the  properly  of  the  world,  for  the  laws  oi  nature 
have  forbidden  isolation.  Every  hnman  lieing  either  snbmtts  to  the  con- 
trolting  influence  of  other<^  ttr  wields  an  influence  which  touches,  controls, 
guides  or  misdirects  others.  If  he  be  honest  and  successful  in  his  chosen 
field  of  endeavor,  investigation  will  brighten  his  fame  and  iwint  the  way 
along  whicli  others  may  follow  with  like  success.  The  reputation  of  Herbert 
Clyde  W  illis.  niu-  of  the  lea  iinj;  journalists  of  IVKalh  county,  havinj?  !>een 
nnassailalilo  all  alont^r  tlK>  hi!L,'li\v  ivs  f»f  life,  accnrdinsj;  to  tho<e  \vhf>  have  known 
him  best,  it  is  iH'licved  that  a  critical  stmly  of  his  career  will  l>e  of  l>enetit  to 
the  reader,  for  it  has  been  not  only  one  of  honor  but  of  usefulne.s.s  also. 

Herbert  Qyde  Willis,  editor  of  the  Waterloo  Prexf.  one  of  the  inAuential 
and  popular  jonmalR  of  DeKalb  ooimty,  ivas  bom  on  December  15,  1871.  at 
Waterloo,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  W.  and  josephinc  (Dickinson)  Willis. 
'I  hcsc  |>arents  are  mentioned  specifically  elsewhere  in  this  work,  therefore 
further  space  will  not  he  jjiven  to  the  sul>jeet's  ancestral  hi.story  at  this  point. 
Herbert  (  .  Willi*;  ^^as  reared  at  \\'aterln(i,  where  he  attended  the  grade  ami 
high  schfwl  and  secured  a  ^ood,  practical  education.  In  the  summer  of  1H84 
he  began  learning  the  printing  trade,  being  at  that  time  a  lad  of  aliout  twelve 
years  of  age.    His  time  outside  of  school  hours  was  mainly  devoted  to  thi* 
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work  ami  (hiring  the  last  year  of  school  he  and  one  ntber  perwn  did  al!  the 
job  work  and  got  out  the  paper  regularly  and  in  goml  shape.  He  has  thus 
leamerl  the  printing  Itusiness  in  eveiy  detail  from  the  grotind  up,  havirtg  served 
his  apprenticeship  under  old-time  conditions,  and  printing  the  first  papers  on 
the  ok)  Washington  han<l  press  when  he  was  so  small  he  had  to  stand  on  i. 
box  to  run  the  ink  rollers  across  the  type.  Mr.  W  illis  continued  woilcing  for 
his  father  and  made  every  effort,  to  learn  all  details  of  the  ))n$iness  After 
two  years  apprenticeshi|>,  lie  \va>;  !|iven  one  cent  for  each  "stick-ful"  of  ty\)C 
set,  in  which  way  hi-  uiadf  JiMin  U*n  to  twelve  cents  a  flay,  or  alxnit  hftv  cents 
a  week,  ami.  Iwy  as  he  was.  he  was  greatly  pleased  at  tiic  progress  he  was 
making.  In  J891,  after  his  graduation  from  high  school,  he  took  a  tour  of 
the  Southwest,  and  on  his  return  entered  the  employ  of  his  father,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  Febniary,  1896,  when  the  plant  was  totally  destroyed  by 
fire.  Mr.  Willis  had  saved  some  money  and  now  invested  that  with  his 
father,  with  w^hom  he^iecame  a  partner,  and  from  then  on  until  his  father's 
death,  in  1913.  they  remained  associated  in  business,  the  subject  taking  the 
greater  part  of  the  burden  of  management  from  his  father'^  shoulders  during 
later  years.  Since  his  father's  death,  the  subject  has  jnirchased  his  interest 
and  is  now  .sole  owtut  of  the  plant.  lie  publishes  the  Waterloo  i'ress,  one 
of  the  h»t  local  new  spapers  in  DeKalb  county,  which  has  beconw  a  welcome 
visitor  in  many  homes,  and  also  does  a  lot  of  business  in  catalog  and  blank 
hook  work  and  various  office  forms,  deriving  ctHisiderable  business  from  other 
points  outside  of  this  county,  as  far  away  as  lndiana|X)lis.  1  le  also  carries  a 
large  strnrk  of  h«K)ks  and  stationery,  v\  ith  which  he  supj)lies  local  tratle.  He 
has  all  along  the  line  exercised  good  judgment  in  his  business  affairs  and 
has  met  with  a  well  deserved  succes^^  in  everythin;;  t"  wliicli  iie  has  turned  his 
hand,  earning  \u>i  imiy  material  pi(».-perity.  hut  also  liie  high  esteem  of  those 
who  are  acijuaintctl  with  his  life  work. 

It  would  seem  that  Mr.  Willis*  husines<(  afifairs  were  enough  to  demand 
his  entire  time  and  attention,  Intt  he  has  found  time  to  interest  himself  in  other 
affairs  and  has  shown  a  versatility  of  talent  which  has  been  complimentary 
to  him.'  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  Ijccame  a  charter  member  of  Com- 
pany I,  Third  Regiment  of  the  In«liana  l  et^'ion.  which  is  now  identical  with 
the  Indiana  N'ational  riuard.  an<l  was  in  iliat  association  ff»r  over  six  years. 
.At  the  exjiiration  of  his  term  he  was  mU  '<i  the  ser\-iee  about  a  ye.ar,  then  re- 
enlisted  HI  the  linhana  National  Guard,  Inmig  apponued  sergeant-major  on 
Col.  A.  W.  Bowman's  battalion  staff.  He  participated  in  the  putting  down  of 
the  rioting  at  Hammond  in  1894.  when  there  was  some  actual  fi^tir^  and 
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(Kvasiciu  for  j^reat  scM'-control  aii<l  lorlK-araiice  on  the  ]xin  of  the  troops.  His 
tntlitar)-  record  was  highly  coinpliinenlary  to  hini  in  every  resi>ect. 

Politically  a  RepuWican,  Mr.  Willis  has  at  all  times  exerted  a  strong  in- 
flnuice  for  his  party,  in  whose  councils  he  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  and 
be  has  been  a  hard  fighter  all  along  the  line  for  principles  for  which  he  stands 
and  for  his  friends  to  wltom  he  has  ever  been  loyal.  He  is  the  present  eflSdcnt 
chairman  of  the  Republican  county  central  committee.  Mr.  Willis  was  one  of 
the  <)r}^ani;^ers  of  tlie  Waterloo  High  School  Alumni  Association,  wliirli  ha> 
a  tneml)ershin  of  (A  er  t\\  n  hundred.  He  has  l)een  a  member  of  the  I'rosby- 
terian  church  for  tueiity-hvc  years,  and  served  efficiently  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school,  w  hich  he  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  building  up  to 
one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  county. 

On  June  24,  1896,  Mr.  Willis  married  Martha  L.  Gonser,  who  was  bom 
April  6.  1871,  on  a  farm  near  .Auburn,  then  owned  In^her  father,  but  w^hich 
is  now  the  county  farm.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Louisa  (  Wright) 
Gonser,  her  father  having  I:>een  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  coming  to  DeKalb 
county  in  pioneer  days.  He  first  lived  on  the  farm  west  n(  Aul)tirn  until  he 
sold  it  to  the  county,  not  long  after  Mrs.  Willis  w^'j  horn,  and  he  then  located 
along  the  county  line  in  the  sontiiern  part  oi  .Steuhen  county,  lie  was  county 
commissioner  for  the  latter  comity,  and  was  a  man  in  good  circumstances  and 
of  influence  in  his  community  and  count  v.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Louisa  Wright,  was  a  native  of  New  Yoric,  born  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  in  an  early  day  came  to  DeKalb  county  with  her  parents.  Her 
father  conducted  a  general  st»>re  in  Fairfield  township  in  the  early  days  and 
had  a  large  trade  with  the  Indians,  haviiit,'  aNo  an  "a'-hery."  where  he  made 
potash  from  woofi  a<hes.  a  common  proeeihne  in  lli  u  early  (Ia\  Mr.  Gonser 
died  in  1905.  and  his  widow  now  lives  in  Steulxfu  coiiniy.  this  state.  Mrs. 
Willis  received  her  elcujcntary  education  in  the  connnon  .schools  and  then  at- 
tended the  Tri-State  Normal  Scliool  at  Angola,  where  she  graduated  and  then 
for  a  time  taught  district  school,  .\fterwards  she  entered  Earlham  College, 
at  Richmond.  Indiana,  where  she  graduated  in  1893.  with  the  d^^  of 
Bachelor  of  .Arts.  Coming  to  Waterloo,  she  became  principal  of  the  high 
school  here,  retaining  this  |>o';ition  two  years,  and  during  that  period  l>e,gan 
her  ac'iuaintanrc  with  Mr  \\'il1i*;.  though  their  families-  h.u!  lx*en  sincrnlarlv 
closf  in  an  earlier  L;eneratnin.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\"illi^  liave  lx.'en  born  two 
children.  Lovnsc.  horn  September  7.  1897.  and  Herljcrt  G..  bom  November  21. 
1904.  Because  of  his  earnest  life  and  successful  career,  as  well  as  his  genial 
disposition  and  companionable  nature,  Mr.  Willis  has  won  a  large  acquaint- 
ance and  many  warm  friends  in  die  county  and  is  now  numbered  among  its 
representative  citizens. 
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FRANKLIN  P.  MYERS. 

The  following:  tlit-  ^Uctrh  of  a  plain  lioncsl  ninn  <>f  aflfairs,  wliu  by 
correct  iiielhuUs  and  a  >(nct  rt-.^anl  for  the  inUTcsls  of  his  patrons  has  made 
his  inAuence  felt  in  DeKalb  covinty  and  wuu  for  liinisclf  distinctive  prestige 
in  the  agricultural  circles  of  Smithiicld  township.  He  wcnild  lje  the  last  man 
to  sit  for  romance  or  become  the  subject  of  fancy  sketches,  nevertheless  his 
life  presents  much  that  is  interesting  and  valuable  and  may  be  studied  with 
profit  by  the  young,  whose  careers  are  yet  to  be  achieved.  He  is  one  of  those 
whose  integrity  and  strength  of  character  must  force  them  into  an  admirable 
notoriety  which  their  modesty  never  seeks,  who  command  the  respect  of 
their  contenijKiraries  and  their  i)<>steiity  and  leave  the  impress  of  their  in- 
dividuality deeply  stamped  upon  the  community. 

Franklin  P.  Myers  is  a  native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  lives,  hav- 
ing been  bom  in  Smithfield  township  on  March  9.  1858.  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Barbara  (Snyder)  Myers.  Jacob  Myers  was  bom  in  Germany, 
the  son  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  Myers,  who  brouglit  their  family  to  this 
country  when  Jacob  was  but  an  infant.  They  settled  first  in  Setieca  county, 
Ohio,  where  Jacob  was  reared  to  manhood  and  there  he  married  MoUie  Tal- 
bert,  to  which  union  were  \xnn  six  children :  of  these,  Sydney  and  Joe  are 
deceased;  Henry  lives  in  Miehii^an:  Kliza  Ann  lives  near  Mcndon.  Micliii,Mii : 
Sarah  Jane  is  deceased  and  Barbara  Ellen  lives  at  Burr  Oak,  Michigan.  The 
motlier  of  these  diildrcn  died  in  Ohio  and  Jacob  Myers  moved  to  Wood 
county,  that  state,  where  he  married  Barbara  Snyder,  who  was  bom  in  Penn< 
sylvania,  of  Dutch  parentage,  and  who  was  brought  to  the  state  of  Ohio  by 
her  parents.  About  1850,  or  possibly  a  little  earlier.  Jacob  Myers  came  to 
DeKalb  count\'  on  horseback  and  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  located  north- 
west of  ITnilson  in  the  sfnithwcstern  part  of  Steul)cn  counfv,  the  farm  hcinij 
at  tlial  time  l)ut  little  ini]>icn-ed.  l  ater  he  brought  his  taniiiy  to  that  farm 
and  some  time  (hnin^  ihe  fifties  he  Iwught  a  fann  <if  one  Imndred  and  twelve 
acres  lying  three  miles  south  of  llud.son  in  Suiiihfieltl  imviiship,  DeKalb 
county,  to  which  place  he  moved  and  subsequently  bought  other  lands  in  tfiat 
neighborhood  until  he  became  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  was  a  diligent  worker,  knowing  no  sndi  word  as  idleness,  and  by  his 
indefatigable  efforts  brought  his  farm  to  1  li  e  standard  of  improvement  and 
cultivation,  much  of  the  clearing  being  done  l>y  moonlight.  He  would  lay  the 
bottom  rails  of  a  line  of  fence  during  the  day  in  order  to  get  the  line  and 
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would  finish  the  fence  by  night.  Much  of  his  land  was  bouglu  ciieap,  and 
from  that  he  sold  off  the  timlier,  using  good  judgment  and  wise  discrimination 
in  the  management  of  his  affairs  and  tints  became  well-to-do.  honestly  earn- 
ing the  prosperity  which  he  later  enjoyed.  To  his  union  with  Barbara  Sny- 
der were  lx)m  the  fdlowing  children :  Susan,  l-'r.-inklin  P..  jolm,  Jesse,  Ida. 
Amos.  (iei)r}^e.  Mafigie.  Atnanda,  and  Lovina.  who  died  in  infancy.  Prior  to 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Myers,  the  multier  i  f  tlu-c  cliildrcn  had  l>een  married 
to  a  Mr.  Hardman.  laooh  Mycr-  -iicn;  tliv  icinannln  n!  his  life  in  Smith- 
fidd  townsliip,  where  his  death  occurred  about  1883,  and  he  was  survived  a 
number  of  years  by  his  widow,  whose  <leath  occurred  in  1894. 

Franklin  P.  Myers  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  securitig  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  locality  and  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  moved  to  a 
farm  which  his  father  had  liought  just  east  of  his  first  purchase,  and  there  the 
subject  hved  until  his  marriage  in  He  then  went  to  farming  on  eighty 

acres  of  land  owned  by  his  father  in  l-'airlicld  tnu  !i--liiji,  where  he  renmined 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  neriod  he  came  ti  1  Siiiithrteld  to^^n';^iy1  and 
bought  thirty-eight  acres  of  land  from  his  father-ni-lau .  to  uincli  lie  >ui»se- 
quently  added  ivventy-si.\  acres  adjoining  in  section  it;.  To  the  cultivation 
of  this  land  he  has  devoted  himself  and  has  achieved  success  as  the  result  of 
his  close  application  to  his  own  affairs  and  sound  jtidgment  and  good  common 
sense  exercised  in  the  management  of  the  place.  He  has  carried  mt  a  general 
line  of  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality  antl  also  gives 
some  attention  to  live  stock.  Hi'^  pleasant  .ind  atlracti\e  residence,  snb.stan- 
tial  and  well-arranged  barn,  and  (he  well-kept  ct>nditiiiti  ot  tin*  frir;n  indicates 
him  to  be  a  man  of  gtHxl  taste  an<l  whu  understands  the  busmess  to  w  hich  he 
is  apj)lymg  himself. 

On  Novenil»er  30.  1882.  Mr.  Myers  married  Delilah  Stofer.  who  was 
born  in  Columbiana  eoiuity.  Ohit).  on  Felirtiary  I2«  1858.  the  daughter  of  Eli 
Stofer.  by  whom  she  was  brought  to  Fairfield  township,  this  coimty.  in  1865. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  were  horn  three  children:  Clark  W  ilson,  born  July 
5.  18X5:  Cilenn  Uoyd.  bom  .'^epteml)er  18,  rSS<).  Maydie  IVarl.  lM>rn  May  7. 
i8<)5.  On  A|>ri!  i<)oM.  ("lark  Myers  married  Orpha  Mrl'ndarfer.  daughter 
of  Ryron  Mcluidarrer.  and  they  h:\xv  a  daughter,  ins.  On  l-'ebrnary  18. 
1Q12.  (ilenn  married  -Mta  Urey.  tlie  daughter  of  John  Urey.  and  they  live  in 
Fairfield  towtjship  on  the  Urey  farm;  they  have  one  son.  Wilson  Wayne 
Myers.  Mr.  Myers  has  not  been  selfish  in  his  life,  but  has  given  a  due  share 
of  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  community  with  which  he.  has  been 
identified  for  so  many  years,  giving  his  support  at  all  times  to  every  movement 
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whicli  has  protnised  to  Ik.'  oJ  inatcriai  benehl  to  tin-  conununity.  lie  stands 
for  the  highest  stamlanl  of  citizenship),  and  in  thitt  lie  set  a  worthy 
example,  for  his  life  has  been  such  as  to  earn  the  conimendatinn  of  all  who 
Idiow  him, 

Re\  .  Eli  Stofer.  father  of  Mrs.  Myers,  was  bom  on  April  ai.  1836.  in 
Columbiana  county.  Ohio,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Anns  (Wolfe) 
Stofer,  the  father  a  native  of  Westmoreland  coiuuy.  l\'nii-;\ Ivania.  and  the 
mother  of  Fayette  county,  that  <tate  Fli  Stofer  \va<  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Columiiiana  county,  Ohio,  and  at  the  a^c  of  twenty,  in  185^).  was  iturc  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Weaver,  who  was  born  in  Columbiana  counts ,  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Catherine  (Shi\  el} )  Weaver  Her  death  occurred  on  January 
tS,  1914.  Isaac  Weaver  was  a  native  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1864  Mr.  Stofer  moved  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  settling  in 
Fairfield  township,  and  in  1874  nnned  lo  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  19, 
in  Smithficld  township,  where  he  owned  fifty- four  acres-  of  land,  practically 
all  he  can  care  for  in  his  later  }'ear^.  being  nf)w  seventy-eight  years  old. 
About  a  year  after  lii>  inarriai;i-  Mr  Sti*tiT  imited  with  the  Mennonile 
church,  his  wife  joining  that  society  twi)  years  later.  Her  j>arents  had  reared 
her  in  the  Dtmkard  church  and  her  change  to  the  Mennonite  church  was  en- 
tirely voluntary  on  her  part.  About  four  year.<i  after  poming  to  Indiana,  he 
helped  oi^nize  a  Mennonite  church  near  his  home,  and  alnrnt  1870  he  was 
ordained  a  minister  in  that  denomination,  with  s,vhich  be  has  been  identified 
yery  closely  ever  since. 

Tri  Key.  and  Mr'^.  Stufrr  were  Imihi  sfve!>  cliildiin:  OIimt  lives  near 
Garrett  and  has  two  diildrcn  l)\  his  fir^^t  wife.  W  arren  and  (irace.  atul  tliree 
by  his  sect>n<l  marriage,  (mUlie.  Orjiha  and  TluirUnv.  His  second  wife  died 
about  1897;  Delilah  Stofer  became  the  wife  of  F.  P.  Myers,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Amanda  J.,  widow  of  Jacob  Kalb.  lives  at  As^hley  and 
has  two  children.  Myrtle  and  Shirley;  Edwin  O.  died  at  Warsaw,  Indiana,  in 
1907,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  children,  Ruth  and  Paul;  John,  who  is  em- 
ployed in  the  railroad  shops  at  F.l  Pas«t.  Texas,  married  Delia  Spiep;e1meier, 
and  they  have  two  chiUlrcn  living  and  one  dead:  Mary  Catherine  is  (he  wife 
of  William  Kessler.  who  lives  across  in  Fairfield  township  almnt  a  mile  west 
of  her  father's  hoiiu-stead  ;  l'"lla  liri  anie  the  w  ife  of  Alva  I'rand.  and  after 
his  death  she  married  Kduanl  Zerbragg.  and  ihcy  live  in  Asliiey.  Kev.  and 
M/$.  Stofer  have  Ijeea  married  fifty-eight  years,  and  the  almost  six  decades 
of  their  union  haye  been  years  of  unalloyed  happiness,  their  faces  ^  today 
showing  the  peaceful  life  they  have  led.  for  there  is  a  serenity  pictured  there 
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wluch  is  born  of  a  sound  faith  in  the  Infinite.  On  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 

their  A\edding,  their  children  and  children's  chiEdxen  visited  them  in  honor 

of  their  father  and  ancestor  whose  character  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  honor 

on  his  family.  They  have  six  children  living,  fourteen  grandchildren  and  ten 
great  j^randchildren.  They  are  indeed  a  worthy  old  couple  and  this  volume 
would  be  incomplete  without  this  specific  reference  to  them. 


CHRISTIAN  BRECBILL- 

The  history  of  DeKalh  county  would  f>e  lacking  should  the  record  of 
Christian  Brecbill  be  omitted,  for  he  is  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  being  a 
man  of  splendid  attributes  and  always  ready  to  assist  his  neighbors  in  the 
battle  of  life  and  do  what  he  can  toward  the  general  good  of  the  county.  A 
man  of  excellent  endowments  and  upright  character,  he  is  a  valued  factor  in 
local  affairs  and  conunauch  uncc{uivocal  confidence  ami  esteem,  being  loyal  to 
the  uplniiMinq  of  tliis  Incality  ;md  ever  vigilant  in  his  efforts  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  county  along  material,  civic  and  mnrnl  line- 
Christian  Brecbill.  whose  splendid  farm  is  liuaiiMi  <>u  >cction  28.  Srimli 
field  township,  was  born  Octolier  18,  1845.  near  J^kc  Toon,  Switzerland,  and 
is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Margaret  ( Amstutz)  Brecbill,  being  their  only  child. 
When  he  was  but  one  year  old  the  father  died  of  typhoid  fever  and  his  mother 
followed  her  husband  to  the  other  world  three  weeks  later.  In  1855,  when 
he  was  but  ten  years  of  age.  the  subiect  of  this  sketch  came  to  America  and 
located  in  DeKalb  cnmuy,  Indiana,  where  he  obtained  empU»yment  on  the 
farm  known  as  the  Buss  farm  in  Richland  t'nvnslnp  He  ha<I  c  >rtie  here  in 
the  company  of  hi-;  ijrandmother.  Barbara  Atu-^tul/.  rc  vultd  ,  m  tlu-  Buss 
fann  until  her  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Here  the  >iihjeci  worked 
for  about  two  years  and  then  went  to  the  Amstutz  farm,  two  miles  from 
Waterloo,  where  he  remained  until. Iiis  marriage  in  1866.  after  which  he 
moved  to  the  Bachtel  farm  near  Waterloo,  where  he  remained  a  year.  He 
was  then  for  a  like  period  on  the  Si  Jackman  farm,  from  whence  he  moved  to 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  During  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his  oc- 
cupancy here  he  rented  the  place  and  thc!i  ])urchaNt'(l  it  The  ])iirchase  price 
was  six  thoii'iancl  fi\e  hundred  dollars,  nu  which  he  jtaid  two  Iiundred  dollars 
down,  and  that  was  bornjwed.  He  had  a  hard  up-hill  flight.  I)ut  was  deter- 
mined to  succeed,  and  eventually  his  efforts  were  abundantly  rewarded.  The 
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farm  comfMrises  one  hiuidred  and  sixty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found 
in  DeKalb  county,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  it  Mr.  Brecbill  has  given  intelli- 
gent direction,  carefully  conserving  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  making  many 
permanent  :ui'\  substantial  improvements,  which  hnvc  added  to  it'^  appearance 
and  increas'cd  its  value.  The  Huildings  are  all  moilern  and  up-to-daii.'  111 
their  style  and  character,  tiie  niaclnncry  used  is  i)t  tlie  most  iniprin  td  paiiern, 
and  in  every  detail  of  the  farm  work  Mr.  Brecbill  has  exhibited  a  progressive 
and  enterprising  spirit  that  has  had  its  reward  in  increased  profits  at  a  mini- 
%  mum  of  labor  and  expense.  Progress  has  been  the  watchword  which  has  been 
the  key  to  Mr.  Brecbill's  success,  and  among  his  fellow  agriculturists  he  is 
eniinciUly  entitled  to  precedence  because  of  his  methods  and  the  success  to 
which  he  has  attained.  He  is  in  the  largfest  sense  of  the  word  a  .self-made 
man  and  becau'^c  nf  this  fact  he  appnciates  the  smxess  <.»f  others,  hcinc;  fmiad- 
minded  and  altruistic  ui  liis  views  of  men  and  ihint^s  an<l  staitiHnii  >h'ralder 
to  shoulder  with  his  fellow  men  in  tiie  elifort  to  advance  die  general  welfare 

.  of  the  oommiinity. 

On  October  30,  1866,  Mr.  Brecbill  was  tmited  in  marriage  with  Margaret 
Elizabeth  Brand,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Matilda  (Kline)  Brand. 
William  Brand,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  came  to  DeKalb  county  in  1832, 
settling  on  the  Brand  farm  three  miles  west  of  W  aterloo,  where  lie  h  iught 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  for  uhirli  he  paid  one  hnndretl  and  ftfl\  diillars. 
He  cleared  the  most  of  this  land  and  improved  it,  developing  it  into  a  line  and 
u|)-to-date  farm.  To  the  cultivation  of  this  tract  he  gave  his  attention  and 
also  gave  some  attention  to  the  threshing  business  and  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter  trade  as  opi>ortunity  offered.  His  death  occurred  on  June  3,  1889.  He 
was  an  active  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party  and  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Christian  church.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  died  on  the 
same  farm  on  June  7,  1882.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
John  C,  George  W..  Hiram.  Margaret.  Henry.  Darlin  \\'..  Fmma  and 
Albertue.  of  whom  Marijaret  Elizabeth  and  I"nima  are  the  nn]y  stirvi\nrs. 
Mrs.  Brecbill  s  jiaternal  .urandt'ather  was  a  nati\-e  of  JiehiiKh  who  einij.,'ratcd 
to  the  United  States  and,  coming  to  DcKalb  touiUy,  located  on  a  farm  south 
of  Auburn,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  devoted  himself  until  his  death, 
whicli  occurred  there.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brecbill  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, namely :  William,  Mrs.  Rosta  Durst,  Soott,  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Ndlie 
Buchanan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durst  live  in  Auburn,  where  he  is  a  clerk  in  a 
hardware  tnre.  William,  who  is  married,  owns  nineteen  and  a  quarter  acres 
of  land  near  his  father.   Mr  Brecbill  is  a  fine  typt  of  a  self-made  man,  a 
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-broad-minded,  generous,  aggressive,  far-seeing,  keen  American,  such  as  win 
in  life's  battles  frotn  sheer  force  of  character  and  personality  and  dej)cn(l  upon 
none.  By  his  own  efforts  ami  starting  in  life  practically  empty-handed,  he 
siTfinniinte'I  cwry  nhstacle  ami  has  gained  not  only  a  competency,  but  an 
honest  position  in  the  community  of  his  residence. 


GEORGE  W.  PARK. 

The  best  title  one  can  establish  lo  iht  iugii  antl  gencrou^  esteem  of  an 
intelligent  community  is  a  protracted  and  honorable  residence  therein.  George 
W.  Park,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  men  of  DeKalb 
county,  has  resided  here  from  early  boyhood  and  his  career  has  been  a  most 

commendable  one  in  every  respect,  well  deserving  of  being  perpetuated  on  the 
pages  of  a  historical  work  of  the  nature  of  the  one  in  hand.  Like  hi*;  -sterling 
father  before  him,  lie  hris  tiern  a  man  of  wi  ll  dcHnefl  |nir|Kise  and  never  failed 
to  carr\-  t(t  successfiti  coni[)letion  :inv  fiUerprise  to  whicli  he  addresse<l  him- 
self. Beginning  Ufe  in  a  new  country  and  umler  many  umavorable  auspices, 
he  has  let  nothing  deter  him.  and  before  the  lai»e  of  many  years  he  had  a  fine 
farm  under  ailiivation.  Knowing  that  the  country  was  destined  to  take  a 
very  high  rank  in  the  productive  and  rich  localities  of  the  North,  he  applied 
himself  \ery  closely  to  his  work,  wailing  for  the  fntnre  to  bring  its  rewards, 
and  today  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 

r,corge  \V.  T'ark  was  born  Dcccniher  \f'.  i^^q,  in  a  log  cabin  near  Fort 
\\  aynt-,  Mleti  nnintv.  Indiana,  and  is  lUu  mmi  if  William  and  Barbara  (War- 
ner) Tark.  W  illiam  Park  was  Ixjrn  in  Ohio  and  on  attaining  maturity 
learned  the  trade  of  a  hatter,  remaining  active  in  this  trade  until  thirty-five 
\ ears  of  age.  He  then  «anie  to  Indiana,  locating  within  a  mile  of  Robinson's 
Chapel,  near  I'ort  Wayne,  where  he  bought  sijcty  acres  of  land,  mostly  covered 
with  timber,  but  which  he  cleared  and  put  into  good  shape  for  cultivation.  In 
1862  he  sold  this  i)lace  and  moved  to  a  farm  of  sixty  acres  near  Corunna. 
known  as  the  Raker  fnnu.  which  hv  operated  alftit  ten  year's  and  then  <o1<^  to 
Fred  i^aker.  He  opened  a  grf>cery  store  at  (.'ornnna.  w  hich  lie  -  ipor.ited  aN  ut 
ten  years  and  was  very  successful  in  this  enterprise.  Selling  this  store  to 
(.eorge  McMullin  (now  deceased),  he  then  moved  to-Aubum.  where  he 
bought  residence  property  and  retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  his  death 
occurring  there  in  1889.  Barbara  Warner  was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  was 
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iiiarried  to  William  Park  at  Fostoria»  Ohio,  in  1834.  and  together  they  came 
to  Indiana.    After  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Park  made  her  home  with 

Clii  istian  Bass  on  the  Buss  farm  until  her  death,  about  ten  years  later*  in  1898^ 
Mrs.  Buss  being  her  tlaughter.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, namely ;  Three  who  died  in  infancy:  John,  deceased;  Rachel.  Sar.ili  J., 
deceased;  Hlizalietii,  Ijeorge  W.  aiul  Mary  l^llcii.  Of  the^e.  Johti  enlisted  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  in  i8(>i  al  Fori  Wayne  in  the  Flleventh  Regi- 
ment Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a  volunteer  and  was  in  the  army  under 
General  Sheridan.  At  the  expiration  of  his  three-year  enlistment,  he  re-enlisted 
as  a  veteran  and  was  killed  in  a  battle  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  near  the 
dose  of  the  war,  being  buried  there ;  Rachel,  who  lives  at  Auburn,  was  married 
fotir  times,  first  to  Martin  Stage,  .second  to  Elic  Timbemian,  third  to  J<rfm 
Miller,  fourth  to  John  Porter.  By  the  first  imion  were  born  three  children, 
and  by  the  sec<>n<l  tnarriaj^c,  ri  son,  William;  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife 
of  l  liristian  Bus.s.  a  larnier  in  Stnithfield  township,  has  seven  children.  Will- 
iam H.,  John  11..  Isaac  H.,  George  hi.,  deceased,  Jeflfcrson.  Belle  and  \etiie; 
Mary  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Thomas,  of  Auburn,  and  they  have  six 
children,  Maggie,  Orrie,  deceased,  William,  Henry,  Harry  and  Wade. 

George  W.  Park  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  up  to 
twelve  years  of  age  and  in  1863  came  to  DeKalb  county  and  l)egan  working  on 
his  father's  farm.  He  worked  three  years  in  a  grist  mill  in  Auburn  owned  by 
Christian  Buss  and  then  for  a  while  teamed  and  haule<l  logs  ft)r  the  old  saw 
mill  seven  miles  south  ctf  Ashley.  During  the  following  year  he  worked  cm 
the  Buss  fanii  and  for  a  like  period  ran  a  peddling  wagon  out  of  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
then  for  a  year  he  farmed  for  Mrs.  Britton,  at  the  end  of  whkrh  time  he  went 
to  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  where  he  spent  four  years.  The  year  after 
his  marriage,  in  1883,  Mr.  Park  spent  a  summer  in  Auburn  and  then  moved 
to  the  Willis  farm,  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Showers  Comers  in  Smith- 
field  township,  where  he  ojierated  eighty  acres  for  alwnit  a  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  located  in\  hi<  |)rcsei)t  farm  uf  eighty  acres,  formerly  known  as 
the  John  O.  Miller  ])Uue.  where  he  residetl  until  l<)ll.  when  he  rented  the 
farm  to  his  son  John  and  lH)ught  pr(»iK.-rty  in  .\shlcy.  where  he  now  lives  prac- 
tically retired  from  active  labor.  His  life  has  been  an  active  and  busy  one, 
characterised  fay  the  faithful  performance  of  every  duty  to  which  he  applied 
himsdf.  His  farm  work  was  always  characterized  by  up-to-date  methods,  and 
among  his  fellow  agriculturists  he  was  held  in  high  esteem. 

On  March  29.  Mr.  Park  \\  as  married  to  .Sadie  Miller,  the  daufjhter 

of  John  D.  and  Mary  (Kanage)  Miller,  and  to  them  have  been  bom  three 
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children:  May  Belle,  who  became  the  wife  of  Harry  Green,  a  blacksmith, 

lives  on  a  ranch  in  Logan  county.  Colorado,  where  they  took  up  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  homestead  land;  they  have  two  children.  Mildred  D.  and 
Thomas  r. :  John  married  Nora  Morrixm  and  is  a  farmer:  they  have  one 
child,  Keith  Ardcn;  Inis  K.  is  tiie  widow  ot  Melfred  Bowman,  a  farmer  m 
Richland  township,  and  they  have  one  child,  Bertha. 

John  D.  Miller  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  spent  his  boyhood  days,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  moved  to 
Stark  county,  Ohio.  Tn  1857  he  came  to  DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  Ixui^t 
an  eighty-acre  farm,  to  which  he  later  added  twenty-six  acres  adjoining. 
Most  nf  xhv  original  eighty  was  covered  with  timber  which  he  cleared  and 
from  which  iic  developed  a  splendid  farm.  A  gootl  liarn.  re'^uk•IUt  ami  other 
necessary  outhuildings  makes  his  farni  one  of  the  best  in  the  locahty.  fhe 
first  resid^ice  in  which  he  lived  after  purdiasing  the  farm  was  a  k)g  house 
which  was  their  home  until  the  new  residence  was  completed.  On  account  of 
ill  health  and  physical  disability  Mr.  Miller  turned  the  farm  over  to  his  son, 
Joseph,  who  is  operating  the  place  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  Miller  then  moved 
to  Hudson  and  while  there,  in  iqoo,  his  wife  died.  He  lived  alone  for  a  time 
and  then  removed  to  the  Imme  farm,  making  ht<;  home  with  his  .son.  Joseph. 
There  lie  dietl  in  m)*)*).  Hi>  uiie.  who  wa^^  a  iiati\e  of  Stark  county.  Ohio, 
was  united  to  him  in  marriage  in  1852.  a^^l  came  to  UeKalh  county  with  hiiii 
and  was  a  true  helpmeet  to  him  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  assisting  him 
materially  in  the  improvement  of  the  farm  and  the  advancement  of  his  finan- 
cial interests.  She  died  in  1900.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Clara  A.,  who  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  James  A.  Kriun.  second  to  John 
W.  Seward,  lives  on  the  latter's  farm  near  Hudson;  Joseph  K..  who  married 
Jennie  Cox,  is  a  farmer  on  the  home  place  and  has  two  children.  Pearl  and 
Marie. 

ruhlically.  Mr.  Park  is  a  Progressive  Republican  and  for  many  years 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  he  has  been  too  busy  a 
man  to  give  very  much  time  and  attenticm  to  politics.  At  ^e  present  time  he 
IS  treasurer  of  the  town  of  Ashley,  performing  his  duties  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  his  fellows.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
at  Ashley,  and  Ins  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  grand  lodge  of  the  .state  three 
times,  in  H>04.  1909  an rl  IIiV  relii^ion«  ronnection  is  with  the  Methodist 

rhtirch.  in  which  he  is  a  \  ety  acti\  e  worker  and  as'^i^ted  materially  in  the  erec- 
tion and  dedication  nf  the  splendid  new  church  at  .\shley.  being  a  Ulieral  con- 
tributor to  the  building  fund.   He  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  and  in 
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many  ways  is  an  effective  worker  in  the  various  interests  of  that  society.  Al- 
though his  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  his  every-day  affairs  making  heavy  de- 
mands upon  his  time,  Mr.  Park  has  never  shrank  from  his  duties  as  a  citizen 
and  his  obli|^tions  to  his  church,  his  neighbors  and  his  friends. ,  Genial  and 
kindly  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellows,  he  has  attained  a  marked  popularity 
amons:  his  acfumintances  and  is  numbered  among  the  sterling  and  representa- 
tive citizens  of  his  community. 


CLARK  CAMPBELL. 

Among  the  honurable  and  influential  citizens  <»!  DeKalb  county.  Indiana, 
is  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  has  here  maintained  his  home  for  many 
years,  winning  a  definite  success  by  means  of  the  agricultural  industry,  to 
which  he  has  devoted  his  attention  during  the  years  of  an  active  business  life. 
His  career  has  been  without  shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil,  and  thus 
he  has  ever  commanded  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 

Clark  Campbell  was  born  on  October  25,  iti  Smithfield  tn\vn>hip, 

DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Campbell, 
His  l)oyhood  days  were  spent  under  the  parental  v^f.  liis  education  lieing 
secured  in  the  common  schools  of  his  locality.  Ht  remaiucd  on  the  jialernal 
estate  until  1897,  shortly  after  attaining  his  legal  majority,  when  he  and  his 
brother  engaged  in  the  hay  business  at  Waterloo,  shipping  large  quantities 
.  of  baled  hay  to  various  points  throughout  Indiana  and  the  Middle  West, 
and  was  eminently  successful  in 'this  vocation.  After  twelve  years  in  the  hay 
business  Mr.  Campbell  quit  the  busine??  which  had  engaged  his  attention 
for  a  dozen  years  and  in  i^Of)  turned  hi-;  exclusive  attention  to  fanning,  in 
which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  lives  in  section  35.  Smithtield  township,  and 
has  a  splendid  tract  of  well  improved  land,  the  general  appearance  of  the 
place  indicating  Inm  to  Ik?  a  man  of  wise  discretion  and  soimd  judgment  in 
the  handing  of  his  place.  He  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality  and 
also  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  live  stock,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
important  departments  of  farm  work.  He  is  a  good  manager  and  has 
achieved  a  splendid  success  in  his  life  work,  being  now  numbered  among  the 
progressive,  enterprising  and  wide-awake  farmers  of  his  locality. 

On  December  to,  T002.  Mr.  Campbell  was  imited  in  marriage  to  Mrs 
Isadora  Kelley,  the  daughter  of  Eli  Walker  and  widow  of  the  late  Douglas 
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Keiiey.  Mrs.  Cantpbell  is  a  woman  of  fine  attainments  and  gracious  qualities 
of  head  and'  heart,  and  in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move  they  are  both 

jiopular  anioup^  their  ac(|uaintances.  Togetlier  the\  belong  to  the  Order  of 
tlK'  I\astfm  Star  and  the  Pythian  Sisters,  in  which  tluv  lake  a  deep  interest. 
Mr.  tanipbell  became  a  Master  Mason  in  Fel)ruarv.  i.*^".  anrl  has  passed 
throiigh  all  the  chairs  of  the  local  lo<lu:e  of  that  order,  htiiii^  tlit-  prf>t'nt 
worshipful  master.  His  rather  uas  a  Master  Mas<»n  for  fifty  year.-,  ami  was 
highly  regarded  by  his  fraternal  hrethren,  Mr.  Campbell  is  also  an  apprecia- 
tive member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  all  movements  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community  he  has  given  his  warmest  support  and  can  be  counted  on  at 
all  times  to  throw  his  influence  for  the  right  and  for  the  betterment  of 
humanity,  and  because  of  his  large  acquaintance  and  genial  qualities  he  is 
deservedly  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship. 


DANIEL  F.  HAM  MAN. 

He  of  wh(»e  history  we  now  ofiftr  a  brief  resiniie  is  one  of  the  ven- 
erable and  sterling  citizens  of  DcKalli  county.  Imliann.  li.n  inij  Ikhii  .u  iively 
identified  with  agricultural  ptirsuits  here  since  hoyhiHHi  and  l)cing  the  <»\vner 
of  a  good  t.irni  in  Snritluickl  township,  wliere  his  friends  are  in  nuHit>er 
eqttal  to  his  list  of  ac([uaintances.  for  his  life  has  lieen  one  of  signal  useful- 
ness and  honor,  begetting  objective  confidence  and  esteem. 

Daniel  F.  Hamnum  was  bom  on  January  23.  1844,  in  Stark  county. 
Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  jolin  and  Margaret  (  Frick)  Hamman  John  Ham- 
man  was  bom  in  Cf>lunibiana  county.  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  David  Ham- 
iuatv  He  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  was  then  niarried  to  Margaret 
Frick.  in  the  fall  of  i84r),  loading  their  household  effects  iirto  a  big  ONcred 
wagon,  in  ihi>.sc  tlays  familiarly  known  as  a  "prairie  schooner."  they  starte<1 
on  the  long,  weary  and  ofttimes  dangerous  journey  across  Ohio  to  tleKalb 
county,  where  they  bought  a  farm  in  Franklin  township.  Soon  afterwards 
they  disposed  of  this  place  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ill 
siection  19.  Franklin  township,  of  which  they  later  sold  forty  acres.  At  that 
time  none  of  the  land  was  cleared  and  it  was  necessary  to  cut  di>wn  the 
standing  timl>er  in  order  to  find  looni  f  n  .1  cabin.  There  the  mother  died 
two  vears  later,  leavin^r  five  children  Sarah.  .Simeon  F..  Daniel  F..  John  W. 
and  I'rankliji  J.    One  and  one-half  years  later  the  father  married  .\m»a 
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Clark,  who  survived  him  and  now  lives  oa  tiic  old  homestead  ai  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-three  years.  To  this  second  union  six  children  were 
bom,  of  whom  two  died  young,  the  others  being  Susanne,  Francelia,  Freeman, 
Commodore  and  Hamilton.  John  Hamman  was  not  only  a  successful  farmer, 
bttt  also  achieved  quite  a  local  reputation  as  a  veterinary  doctor,  having  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  e(|iMne  ailments  and  being  successful  in  their  treatn 
ment.    He  died  some  time  during  the  early  eiphties- 

Ai'ter  the  death  of  the  mother  r»f  the  subj<.vi  m  tln^  >ketch.  when  the 
latter  was  about  live  years  old,  he  and  his  younger  tirotlier,  Frankhn,  tiien  but 
a  year  old.  were  taken  into  the  home  of  their  atuit,  Mrs.  Mary  Brandaberry, 
and  by  her  were  reared  to  manhood.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  Daniel 
F.  Hamman  offered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting  in  August,  1862,  in 
Company  A,  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
command  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cuml)erland.  With  his  regiment 
Mr.  Hamman  took  |>art  in  a  number  of  important  battles  in  Tennessee  and  on 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  followe<l  by  Sherman's  famous  march  to  the  sea  and 
the  cajnpaign  up  thnnigh  the  Carolinas,  after  which  came  the  (Jrantl  Review  at 
Washington,  the  greatest  militar\  |>agcaiu  the  world  has  ever  known.  Mr. 
Hamman  was  a  faithful  and  courageous  soldier  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
slight  wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Perrysville.  he  escajMid  without  injuty. 
He  received  successive  promotions  to  corixiral  and  first  sergeant  as  a  testi- 
monial to  his  effectivelH^-  a  soldier.  At  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  Mr. 
Hamman  returned  to  the  home  of  his  aunt,  with  whom  he  stayed  about  a 
year  and  a  halt,  and  then  Ixntght  the  farm  in  .section  22,  Smithlield  township, 
where  hi-  now  li\i-s. 

lii  1S70  Mr.  HauHuan  man  icd  Harriett  K.  Martin,  who  was  boni  in 
Smithfield  township,  this  count),  the  daughter  of  Dav/d  and  Lydia  Ann 
(Shearer)  Martin,  who  came  here  from  near  Gett3rsburg.  Pennsylvania.  To 
this  union  five  children  were  bom:  Herman  M'.,  who  is  represented  else- 
where in  this  woiic;  John  D.,  David  A.,  Lydia  Ann  and  Jerry  L.  John  D. 
married  Sadie  Warrick,  and  lives  one  mile  vi!nvest  of  his  father's  place, 
and  is  the  father  of  three  childrni.  Waldo,  .\l\  rclt  and  Xnah  ;  Dav  id  A.,  who 
lives  one  mile  so!(tlieast  of  h'i<  tallur.  married  Cvranda  W  alkt  t  and  lia>  two 
children,  Lester  and  Mal)c1  ;  Lydia  Ann  is  the  wife  of  C  hailes  F.rwin,  of  near 
Summit,  this  county,  and  they  have  a  son.  Kussell;  Jerry  L..  who  is  unmar- 
ried, lives  at  home  with  his  father.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on 
November  1,  1887,  and  in  April,  1889.  Mr.  Hamman  married  Mary  Snyder, 
who  was  bom  in  Trumbull  coimty,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Bronson  and  Mary 
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(Kirkvvood)  Snyder.  She  came  with  her  parents  to  tiiis  country  in  1865,  they 
settling  first  in  Steuben  county*  stdxeqiiently  buying  a  farm  in  the  southwest 
comer  of  Franklin  township,  where  they  lived  until  dieir  deadt 

For  many  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  important  figure 
in  local  public  affairs  and  served  as  assessor  of  Smithfield  townshi])  five  years 
and  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  county  council.  Fraternally,  he  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  where  he  enjuys  inter- 
course with  his  (lid  ariny  comrades.  His  life  has  been  filled  with  continuous 
toil  and  endeavor  and  has  Wen  .so  ordered  in  all  its  relations  that  he  com- 
manded the  untiualified  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact, 
for  he  is  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  township  where  he  has  lived  to 
such  goodly  ends. 


JOHN  VANGEESBEEK  SHERWOOD. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  younger  generation  of  farmers  in 
DeKalb  county  who  has  believed  from  the  outset  of  his  career  that  the  **wis- 
dom  of  yesterday  is  sometimes  the  folly  of  today,"  and  tliat,  while  the  methods 
of  our  grandfathers  in  tillii^  the  soil  were  all  right  in  their  day,  yet  in  the 
twentieth  century  we  are  com|)c!led  to  adopt  new  mcthmls  and  farm  along 
different  lines,  in  view  of  the  fad  that  conditions  of  climate,  .soil,  grains,  etc.. 
ha\e  chan^ail  -ince  the  days  01  the  pioneers.  He  has  been  a  close  observer 
of  modern  mclliods  and  is  a  student  at  all  tunes  of  whatever  pertains  to  his 
chosen  life  work  and  he  has  therefore  met  with  encouraging  success  all  along 
tiie  line,  and,  judging  irom  his  past  record,  he  will  undoubtedly  achieve  much 
in  the  future  years  and  take  his  place  among  the  teading  agrkulturists  of  a 
community  noted  for  its  tine  farms  and  adroit  husbandmen. 

John  Vangeesbeek  Sherwood  was  born  on  Se|>tember  i8,  1875,  on  sec- 
tion 32,  Smithfield  township.  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  a  «:nn  of  William 
C.  and  Marv  1)  1  i'arsun)  Slierwcxjd.  William  C  .Sherwood  \\a->  born  on 
Julv  ii>,  1S41,  in  Onoiidaija  eounty.  Xew  York,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  moved  to  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  where  his  father  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  section  32,  Smithlield  township.  He  worked  on  a  farm  for  Willard  Child$ 
for  three  months  in  Fairfield  township  and  then  returned  to  New  York  state. 
Later  his  father  deeded  si.xty  acres  of  land  to  him  and  alK  iit  tovir  years  later 
he  bought  the  balance  of  one  hundred  acres.   He  cleared  the  timber  off  thi» 
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land  during  the  winter  months,  returning  to  New  York  liuimg  the  sutTinicrs. 
His  land  was  luostly  covered  with  timber,  but  evenlually  lie  succeeded  in  get- 
ting the  fann  in  excellent  shape.  On  June  30,  1869,  be  married  Mary  D. 
Parsons,  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  himsdf  in  New  York,  where  their 
marriage  occurred.  Two  years  after  that  event  they  came  to  the  farm  in 
DeKalb  count} ,  where  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
ever  since.  1  hey  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  the  othcr>  hcin^  Ehinh.  who  married  Lizzie  Chandk-r  \\'hite,  and 
who  is  engaged  m  lanning  in  bnnthtield  township;  they  have  four  children, 
George,  Jennie,  Alice  and  F.dw  in;  I.iicy  l>ecanie  the  wife  first  of  Louis  kohru. 
and  later  ot  Calvin  Husselnian.  a  farnier  at  Richtnond,  Virginia.  By  her 
first  marriage  she  had  three  children,  Ralph.  Martha  and  Alfred,  and  by  the 
second  union,  <»ie  child,  Ruth ;  John,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  is 
the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Edward  is  unmarried ;  Eliza  became  the  wife  of 
George  Parrin,  and  they  live  in  Butler;  Benjamin,  who  lives  at  Ls^az,  Indi- 
ana, married  Rosa  Stoup,  and  they  have  two  children,  Orba  and  Majy  G. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sherwood  is  a  Progressive  Republican,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  chtircli.  He  nnd  his  wife  .are  very  active  despite 
their  \ears  and  are  well  liked  in  tlie  eitniniiuiity  where  they  live. 

John  V.  SherwcxKl  received  his  education  in  the  cunuui>n  schools  of  his 
township  and  has  followed  the  vocation  of  farming  all  his  active  life.  Prior 
to  his  marriage  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  which  at  that 
time  was  in  good  condition  and  which  had  a  good  set  of  farm  buildmgs.  After 
his  marriage  he  bought  seventy  acres  more  land,  known  as  the  B.  B.  Mc- 
Intarfer  farm,  the  latter  purchase  licing  in  the  .spring  of  iyi3.  and  to  the 
cultivatii>n  of  his  land  he  is  now  devotinij  hr<  entire  time  and  attentii>n.  His 
residence,  barn  and  other  outbuildin^^s  are  all  conveniently  arranged  and  up- 
to-date  in  style,  the  fertility  of  the  jn>il  is  niauiiained  to  the  highest  standard 
anil,  altogether,  .Mr.  Sherwood  has  acquired  an  excellent  reputation  a.s  a  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  agriculturist.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
also  gives  some  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  live  stock,  which  he 
has  found  to  be  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  modem  farm. 

On  Jtme  24,  1903,  Mr.  Sherwood  married  Grace  Anna  Mills,  and  they 
have  seven  children:  Edna  C,  Elzie  R.,  Nellie  M..  Hilda  M.,  Blanche  N., 
Claude  V.  and  John  V.,  Jr.  Mrs.  Sherw  ood  is  ignorant  as  to  her  parents' 
whereabouts,  for  she  was  taken  by  her  foster-mother.  Harriett  .\.  Wcstlake. 
a  native  of  Indiana,  when  very  x  hmt^  and  never  had  any  knowledge  of  her 
parents.    She  was  reared  by  this  foster-mother  and  moved  to  York,  Steuben 
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county,  Indiana,  where  she  was  reared  on  a  farm,  her  foster-mother,  who  is 
a  widow,  is  still  living  on  a  farm  there.  Mrs.  Sherwood  was  married  prior 
to  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Sherwood,  by  which  union  she  had  two  children,  who 
have  Jived  most  of  their  time  with  the  >iil)ject,  their  foster-father.  Their 
names  are  Clarence  and  Imogene  Mills ;  the  fonner  is  now  in  the  United  States 
navy  and  the  latter  lives  at  Kendallville,  Indiana. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sherwocw!  trives  hi"?  '^upixirt  to  the  Progressive  Ripuh 
lican  party,  and  is  ardent  in  h\<  '-ui)|)in-t  m"  the  .same,  w  hile  his  reli.Efion^  meai- 
bership  is  vvilli  the  United  Brethren  dnirch.  Mr.  Shcr\viM,d  pos^c^^es  ;i  -Mcial 
nature,  and  by  his  genial  and  kindly  attitude  to  those  with  uliuni  he  ctnnes 
in  contact  he  has  won  the  confidence  and-  respect  of  everyone.  His  life  his- 
tory, though  not  a  long  one,  has  been  a  career  of  unswerv  ing  integrity,  inde- 
fatigable'inditstr>'.and  wholesome  home  and  social  relations,  a  most  commend- 
able career  crowned  with  success. 


MOSES  B.  WILLIS. 

As  long  as  history  endnres  will  the  American  nation  acknowledge  in- 
debtedness t<i  the  hemes  who,  between  i86r  and  1865,  foii<»ht  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  llie  l.'nion  and  the  honor  01  that  starr\  banner  which  has  never 
been  trailed  in  the  dust  of  defeat  in  a  single  fxtleimc  siniggle  in  which  the 
country  has  Ixen  involved.  Among  those  whose  military  recf>nls  as  valiant 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  reflect  lasting  honor  upon  them  and  their 
descendants  is  Moses  B.  Willis,  well  known  citizen  of  -  DeKalb  county,  where 
he  has  long  maintained  his  home  and  w  f)n  an  honored  name  by  virtue  of  his 
consistency  to  truth,  honesty  and  right  living.  Therefore,  he  is  eminently 
qualihed  for  a  place  in  the  present  work 

Moses  B.  Willis  was  horn  on  Xi>\rmher  8.  at  Salina.  Onondaira 

county.  New  York,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  children  that  were 
bom  to  Henry  and  Emerline  (Hewett)  Willis.  At  the  age  of  four  years  he 
aocompanted  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  settling 
one-half  mile  east  of  Green's  Comers,  in  Richland  township.  There  he  was 
reared  amid  the  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  assisting  his  father  in  his 
struggle  to  reclaim  a  farm  from  the  ilen-e  foti-st  \vhirh  coveretl  the  land.  His 
first  school  was  (.Titnined  in  the  (listiii.M  school  of  tliat  neighborhAod,  which 
was  supplemented  by  two  terms  attendance  at  the  seminary  at  Orland.  Steuben 
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Cfon^,  IiiiiMM»  and  later  tw»  tetitis  at  the  Aaburn  high  school.  He  was  a 
090(1  flttttfent  and  qualified  hitmclf  10  weU  in  his  studies  at  to  pass  a  creditable 
exaouHatioa  and  receivad  a  liceitoe  to  teadi,  whidi  vocation  he  followed  during 

the  winters  of  1858-59-60.  On  tl»e  breaking;  out  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Willis 
«jlisted  in  Septemb  r  in  Conipaay  K.  Forty- fourth  Regiment  Indiana 

Volunteer  Infantrj',  for  three  year*?,  takincf  tlic  place  of  his  father,  who  had 
enlistH,  but  whom  he  persuaded  \n  reniain  at  home  with  his  family,  insisting 
thai  tiic  younger  men  ought  to  he  the  first  to  go.    In  the  organization  of  his 
ccnnpany  he  was  appointed  thir^  sergeant,  and  on  April  17,  1863,  he  was 
oommissioiied  second  lieutenant,  but  owing  to  the  depleted  condition  of  the 
county  he  was  not  mustered  on  that  commission.  About  this  time  General 
Rosecrans  conceived  the  ideji  that  he  could  accomplish  great  things  by  or- 
ganizing a  corps  of  the  flower  of  the  anny,  with  which  he  would  dash  upon 
the  enemy  at  nnexperted  time*;  and  places,  and  to  thi^  end  he  ordered  details 
from  each  regiment.    Two  serf^^eants  and  live  cor])orah  were  chosen  for  their 
bravery  and  soldierly  Ijearing  by  the  commissioned  ofticers  of  the  regiment, 
and  from  among  this  number  Mr.  Willis  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  sergeants 
from  his  regiment  To  these  were  to  be  added  three  privates  from  each  com- 
pany, to  be  chosen  by  the  captain,  all  of  whom  were  to  be  mounted  and  fur- 
nnhed  with  the  best  of  equipment.    Had  the  government  or  the  department 
of  war  approved  of  the  plan,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  very  effective, 
Init  the  af»proval  wa*;  not  {jained.  therefore  the  plan  was  dropped  and  the  men 
were  returned  io  their  respective  commands.    Aftef  tiu"  l>att1e  of  Chickamau.^a 
Mr.  Willis  was  detailed  with  others  to  go  to  Indiana  to  solicit  recruits  fur  his 
company,  and  while  thus  engaged  his  regiment  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  or- 
ganisation, the 'members  being  granted  thirty  days  furlough  at  home.  On 
returning  to  the  field  Mr.  Willis  also  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  and  served  in  his 
regiment  post  guard  at  Chattanooga.    On  January  t6,  1865.  he  was  commis- 
sioned and  mustered  in  as  captain  of  his  company.    The  regiment  was  short 
of  men  on  account  of  thn^e  who  did  not  veteranize  and  who,  on  account  of 
the  expiratiou  of  their  cnti.stnient  were  discharired.  hut  the  regiment  was  given 
recruit  substitutes  and  drafted  men  from  Iwo  other  regiiuents  that  did  not 
veteranize.   On  June  17,  1865,  Captain  Willis  was  detailed  on  a  general  court 
martial,  for  the  trial  of  several  cases,  and  was  made  {wesident  of  the  court,  in 
which  position  he  served  imtil  the  duties  of  the  court  were  completed:  On 
June  26.  7865,  Mr.  Willis  was  detailed  as  inspector  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
First  SepanOe  Division,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  which  later  was  disbanded 
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and  he  returned  to  his  company,  with  which  he  rrnnined  until  he  was  muft- 
tered  out  in  September,  1865.  During^  his  military  seirvioe,  Mr.  Willis  took 
part  in  (ha  terrible  battle  at  Shiloh,  being  badly  wounded  in  the  right  iiand  on 
the  second  day  of  the  fight.    He  also  was  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  at 

Perryville.  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Kidge  and  other  san^uinar)- 
engagfements,  besides  many  long  and  tiresome  marches,  and  yet.  in  spite  of  his 
arduous  service,  he  never  spent  a  day  or  night  in  a  hospital.  Accoiduig  lo  Uu- 
statements  of  his  comrades,  he  was  a  soldier  of  unusual  valor  and  courage  and 
was  hdd  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  superi<M-  officers. 

On  his  return  from  the  araiy  Ci^tain  Willis  engaged  in  farming  and 
dearmg  a  tract  on  land,  while  operating  and  living  on  another  fann.  In  the 
^ing  of  1875,  on  account  of  the  health  of  himself  and  wife,  he  retired  from 
active  farming  and  cnf^aj^cd  with  liis  father  at  Waterloo  iti  the  book,  station- 
ery, wall  paper  and  notions  trade,  in  wliich  he  engaged  until  September.  1877, 
when  he  came  to  Auburn  and  here  engaged  in  the  same  line  of  bvisiness. 
which  commanded  his  attention  for  about  twenty  years.  He  was  fairly  suc- 
cessful in  this  enterprise,  ljut  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1903  he  went  to 
Okbhonta  for  about  five  years,  there  takii^  up  a  homestead  claim  from  the 
government,  during  which  time  he  was  again  married  Returning  to  Auburn 
he  retired  from  active  business  and  is  now  living  quietly  in  his  home  at  this 
place,  secure  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

On  November  9,  1865,  Captain  Willis  was  united  in  marriaf^  with 
Elizabeth  J.  liritton.  eldest  daughter  of  Hon.  Lewis  1>.  and  Martha  1  Mc- 
Cague)  Britton,  and  to  this  union  were  born  three  children,  twt>  sons  and  a 
daughter.  The  wife  and  motlwr  departed  this  life  on  June  29,  1901.  The 
second  son,  Lewis  H.,  died  at  his  home  in  Indianapolis,  February  24,  191  r. 
leaving  a  widow,  but  no  children.  Marion  B.,  the  eldest  son,  is  a  resident  of 
Auburn,  while  the  daughter.  Nettie  B..  is  the  wife  of  William  Eckhart.  of  Lo^ 
Angeles,  Califomia.  While  a  resident  of  Oklahoma  '^"rivtain  Willis  married 
Mrs.  Maria  Nf.  Holme*;.  In  the  winter  of  rHfi-  made  a  profe'ision  of 
religion,  and  has  hvcn  an  artive  and  lailiifnl  ineniher  of  the  Methodist  l"])isco- 
pal  church  at  Aul>tirn  continuously  since,  having  been  a  member  of  tlie  othcial 
board  for  thirty-six  years.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  while  politically, 
he  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  and  Prohitntion  parties,  believing 
that  the  temperance  question  is  the  greatest  now  before  the  American  |>eople 
and  lieing  a  man  of  distinct  convictions  <m  the  great  questions  of  the  day.  on 
both  social  and  economic  lines.  A  man  of  forceful  individuality,  his  probity  of 
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character  and  his  genial  personality  have  pained  for  him  universal  esteein 
and  friendship.  In  the  locality  where  he  lias  spent  practically  his  entire  life 
he  has  always  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  having 
ever  been  willing  to  aid  in  those  things  which  mke  for  better  educational 
advantages,  better  homes,  better  living  and  higher  dttzenship.  Because  of  his 
sterling  qtialities  of  character,  his  loyalty  to  his  country  in  the  time  of  its  n^eed 
and  his  honorable  career  in  private  life,  he  is  eminently  deservii^  of  the  en- 
viable standing  which  he  now  enjoys  in  this  community. 


WILLIAM  McCLAREN  LCKKHART. 

There  is  a  scietitific  historical  con>'istft)cv  in  (he  compilation  of  publica- 
tions of  this  nature,  since  here  are  perpetuated  for  future  gentr[itions  the 
life  records  of  those  who  have  been  factors  in  the  industrial  and  civic  life 
of  their  respective  communities  and  who  have  commanded  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  their  fellow  men.  Sudi  wotks  are  cumulative  in  value  as  the  years 
fall  into  Hit  abys  of  tim^  and  it  is  right  and  proper  that  the  achievements 
of  tiiose  wIk»  inve  proved  fhemsetves  worthy  in  connection  with  the  varied 
activities  of  their  day  should  find  stidi  memorials  as  those  offered  in  this 
connection. 

William  McClaren  Lockhart  was  horn  on  May  27,  1834.  at  Lexington, 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (McBride)  Lock- 
hart.  The  name  Lockhart  is  believed  to  liave  originated  in  Scotland  in  the 
time  of  Robert  Bruce,  the  famous  Scottish  chieftain.  Sir  Stqrfien  bodcard 
was  charged  by  Robert  Bruce  that  in  case  Bruce  were  slain  in  a  coming  en- 
gagement Lodcard  was  to  talis  his  heart  out  and  put  it  m  a  small  iron  casket 
to  return  to  Bruoe's  homeland.  This  he  did  and  when  the  troops  wavered  in 
a  desperate  charge  he  threw  the  casket  containing  the  heart  into  the  midst  of 
the  enemy  and  bade  the  troops  follow  the  heart  of  Tlrucc.  They  charged 
bravely,  thus  inspired,  and  won  liic  victory.  Lockard  recovered  the  heart 
and  returned  it  to  its  home  and  was  from  that  time  called  Lockheart  instead 
of  Lockard. 

James  Lockhart  was  a  native  of  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  was  a  son 
of  William  and  Maty  (McCtaren)  Lockhart.  He  was  left  an  orphan  in  in' 
fancy  and  was'  reared  in  the  families  of  his  father  and  his  mother.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  lihen  weaver  and  at  the'  agd  of  twenty-five  years  emi- 
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grated  tf»  America  witii  his  uncle,  James  iMcLlaien,  and  taiTuly,  locatmtr  in 
PemiByivania.    There  he  was  for  six  years  empioyed  at  tarin  work,  at  nrat 
for  six  dollars  a  month,  and  later  for  seven  dollars  a  mouth.   He  then  leam«d 
Che  trade  of  a  distiller  in  the  employ  of  James  McCullough,  a  PMibytenaa 
preacher.  Mr.  Lockhart  was  in  religion  a  Protestant,  having  been  reared  ia 
the  Baptist  faitii  and  a  OMmber  of  that  church,  but  in  America  he  unitttd  with 
the  Presbyterian  church.  In  Ireland  he  had  been  an  enthusiastic  Orangema% 
strongly  anti-Catholic  in  his  convictions,  and  after  coming  to  America  was 
intensely  loyal  to  his  adopted  country,  and,  thougli  a  democrat  in  principles, 
stood  (irmly  lor  the  Unir^n,  recalling  that  on  being  naluralizcti  he  ha<l  sworn 
to  support  the  tunsliluiion  of  tlic  United  Stales.    His  wife,  Jane  Mciiride, 
was  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Rosamond  (Greenfield)  McBride,  who  emi- 
grated from  the  north  of  Ireland  soon  after  their  marriage,  locating  at 
Springikld,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania.  Their  parents  both  came  orig- 
inally frcmi  Ayreshire,  Scotland.    Robert  McBride.  a  lHt>ther  of  James 
McP.ride,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  taking  part  in  the  battle  of 
Lundy's  I^nne,    In  ^854  K*o1)ert  ^IcBridc  Lockhart,  a  brother  of  William  C, 
came  to  Delvalb  county,  Indiana,  and  began  the  erection  of  a  sawmill  in 
Smithfield  township.    On  December  17.  1H55.  William  C.  came  here,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1856  their  parents,  jaiues  and  Jane  Lockhart,  came  here,  aisO 
locating  in  Smithfield  township.  From  his  early  childhood  until  arris  ing  at 
his  majority  William  C.  Loddiart  lived  in  Lexington,  Ohio,  where  he  received 
a       schooling.  When  he  was  about  ten  years  of  age  his  father  was  caused 
a  heavy  financial  loss  by  a  dishonest  partner,  which  reduced  him  from  a  com- 
petency to  an  indebtedness  of  five  hundred  dollars  al)o\e  the  value  of  all  his 
property.    His  creditors  were  called  tuf^etlur  and  tlie\  ti)M  hini  to  get  rid 
of  his  partner,  keep  his  jirnperty,  ctintnnie  in  Inisine.-'-  ami  pay  out  as  br<t  he 
ccnild,  they  having  ab^ohue  belief  in  hl.^  lioiiesty  and  iiUtgrity.    This  he  tlid 
and  when  William  C.  was  twent)-one  and  his  brother,  Robert,  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  they  had  paid  all  but  Qfty  dollars  of  the  indebtedness  and  had  a 
property  of  a  rash  value  of  nine  himdred  dollars.  The  financial  condition  of 
the  family  interfered  witli  the  educati<m  of  the  boys,  who  received  but  very 
little  schooling,  but  they  did  the  best  they  could  and  made  the  most  of  their 
opportunities.    In  the  fall  of  1854  William  C.  passed  a  teacher's  examina- 
tion and  taught  school  with  scvcnty-fnc  pupils  under  him,  in  which  he  was 
very  suceessful,  l)eing  earnestly  urged  to  take  the  scho<:)l  another  year,  but 
this  lie  refused.    The  Lockhart  brothers  operated  the  null  owned  by  their 
father,  part  of  the  time  night  and  day  and  a  part  of  the  time  fourteen  hours 
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and  it  is  rakit«d  that  Willina  C  Xyodcbfut  obtained  much  ol  his  needed 

sleep  on  the  roof  of  this  mill.  Money  was  exceedingly  scarce,  although  they 
worked  hard,  but  they  were  greatly  eticouraged  by  the  attitude  of  their 
fatlier's  creditors  who  Iiad  shown  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
ability  of  the  family  to  pay  out,  and  even  when  the  boys  had  some  money  to 
pey,  they  told  them  to  use  the  money  in  the  business  and  pay  when  convjco- 
ieat.  They  evcnMly  paid  every  debt  in  full. 

At  the  outbreak  ol  the  great  Civil  war  the  brothers  were  greatly 
ahpckcd  at  the  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Union  loroes  at  the  battle  of  Bun 
Run,  and  they  agreed  thit  they  should  make  a  sacrifkse  for  the  Union.  ,^ach 
olEered  to  go  as  a  soklter,  but  finally  it  was  decided  that  William  shpttld  ga 
After  a  few  days  spent  in  settling  his  business  aflfairs,  he  enlisted  in  a  com- 
pany which  he  had  heli)ed  to  organize  and  of  which  he  was  made  first  lieu- 
tenant. Just  at  thai  tmu"  Ik-  w;i^  taken  with  typliOid  fevtr.  in  which  he  was 
seriously  ill  and  had  several  severe  relapses.  The  man  who  took  his  place 
became  a  colonel  inside  of  a  year.  By  June.  1862,  Mr.  Lockhart  had  recuper- 
ated and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  One  Hundredth  Regiment  Indiana  fafantry, 
and  dthough  be  could  have  had  a  higher  rank,  he  declined  it.  In  the  follow- 
ing sununer  he  was  taken  ill  and.  after  being  in  the  hoapital,  was  sent  home  on 
furlough,  and  in  the  following  autumn  was  honorably  discharged  over  his 
protest  iK'caxtse  of  physical  disability.  His  heart  was  so  enlari^efl  that  the 
doctor  said  t!iat  if  he  du!  not  die  scxm  it  would  l>e  a  wonder.  Twenty  years 
later  Doctor  bwartv  told  him  that  nr>thinj3^  but  indoniitat)le  will  had  saved  liis 
life,  although  lie  had  a  natnrally  line  pliysique.  He  was  a  faithiul  and 
odiirageous  st^ier,  did  his  duty  and  endured  many  hardships  while  ,  he  was 
in  the' service.  He  was  discharged  on  October  22.  1863.  after  serving  four- 
teen months  and  nine  days. 

On  December  22,  1864,  Mr.  Lockhart  married  Elizabctli  Sijencer,  at 
Sialersville,  Ohio,  but  after  a  few  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  her  death 
occurred  on  October  16,  1867,  and  she  was  1  uried  at  \\'ater1no,  DcKalh 
county.  She  left  one  daughter,  jeimie  M..  \v!io  is  now  the  wife  of  James 
Craig  Day.  01  Waterloo.  On  May  6,  liknj,  Mr.  Ltickhart  married  Mary  E. 
Hicko.\,  to  whom  a  son  was  bom  on  November  28,  1872,  Robert  W.,  vrho 
is  now  a  successfid  farmer  of  Smtthfield  township,  this  oounty,  and  who  is 
represented  dsewhere  fay  a  personal  sketch  in  this  work.  On  February  6, 
Mrs.  Mary  Lodduvt  died  of  heart  failure,  and  on  OototM-  17*  1887, 
Mr.  Loddiart  married  Jiilia  Osborm  a  sister  of  his  former  wife,  her  death 
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occurring  at  Waterloo  on  Decem^r  j6,  1891.  On  January  4,  1894,  lie  tHaP- 
ried  Elizabeth  Ames  Ansley. 

To  revert  to  Mr.  Lockhart's  business  experience,  after  he  had  sufficiently 
recuperated  after  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  resumed  the  lumber  busi- 
ness with  his  brother.  They  operated  the  old  sawmill  and  also  bought  hard- 
wood lumber  at  many  points  on  the  railroad  and  canal,  which  Ihey  sold  at 
Eastern  markets.  They  were  prospered  and  gradually  extended  their  busi- 
ness into  central  and  southern  Indiana  in  1868.  In  December,  1869,  Mr. 
Lodchart  moved  bis  family  to.Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  and  operated  his  busi- 
ness aiTairs  from  that  point,  erecting  a  large  sawmill,  a  wdl  equipped  planing 
mill  and  later  a  wood  working  shop.  TIk)  also  operated  a  sawmill  in  Parke 
county.  Shurll)  i)nur  to  the  panic  of  1873,  an  iin  oiee  showed  them  worth 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  with  advantageous  contracts  111  hand  tur  a  large 
amount  ot  business.  The  panic  came  on  and  hit  the  Lockhart  Brothers  liard, 
and  in  addition  to  their  financial  distress,  their  mill  in  Parke  county  burned, 
as  did  their  dry  kiln  at  Crawfordsville.  Many  of  their  customers  who  owed 
thim  large  sums  of  money  failed  in  business  and  could  not  pay,  but  in  spite  of. 
these  discouraging  conditions  and  though  brought  face  to  face  with  bank- 
ruptcy, they  held  on  to  an  honest  course  in  their  business  affairs  and  in  the 
hope  of  helping  his  fortune  William  C.  extended  his  operations  to  Towa. 
Here  he  was  successful  and  was  hepfinninp;  to  recover  financially,  when  a  flood 
washed  a  big  b<x)m  of  lotrs  away,  entailing  the  lo.ss  of  over  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  After  several  years  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Mr.  Lockhart  disposed  of 
his  business  interests  there  and  in  January,  1885,  he  returned  to  Crawfords- 
ville, and  in  the  spring  of  1886  he  moved  to  Waterloo  where  he  lived  until 
his  last  marriage,  when  he  moved  to  Fairfield  township,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred on  February  25,  1910,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 

About  1879  or  1880.  a  nninlerons  attempt  was  made  on  the  life  of  W. 
C.  Lockhart.  Mr.  Lockhart  was  seated  at  the  (able  in  his  oflficc  busily  en- 
gaged in  writing,  when  the  report  of  a  rillc  wa<  heard  and  a  bullet  whizzed 
unplea.santiy  near  his  head.  Sonn;  fifteen  minutes  were  suftereil  to  go  by 
before  investigation  was  made  to  see  from  where  the  bullet  came.  It  was 
finally  discovered  that  the  person  who  fired  the  shot  occupied  an  empty  wood 
house  just  across  (he  railroad  cut  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  and 
tired  throt^  a  knot  hole  in  the  wall.  What  object  the  would-be  assassin 
could  have  in  attempting  to  take  the  life  of  Mr.  Lockhart,  is  not  known.  One 
theory  is,  that  offense  was  taken  by  some  one  at  the  active  and  pustifiaUe 
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energy  displayed  by  Mr.  Loddiart  on  electkm  day»  be  having  been  a  regularly 

j^pointed  challenger. 

William  Lockhart  was  a  man  of  positive  diaracter  and  fine  personality. 
Though  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  communities  where  he  li\cd 
he  persistently  refused  to  acie[)t  pubhc  otTice.  U  h  said  by  one  who  knti\v 
him  well  that  he  never  said  a  cross  word  in  his  life,  was  unselfish  in  his  dispo- 
sition and  nobly  wrought  for  the  good  of  others.  Fraternally .  he  was  a 
Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow  and  was  a  regular  attendant  and  supporter  of  the 
Baptist  dniidi.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  the  temperance  came, 
especially  among  his  many  employees  at  Oawfordsville,  among  whom  he  ex- 
erted a  beneficent  influence.  His  wife,  who  also  was  enthusiastic  in  the  tem- 
perance work,  was  an  active  member  of  the  order  of  Good  Traiplars.  Mr. 
Lockhart  was  slow  to  make  a  promise.  ])ut  once  given  it  was  never  broken. 
Modest  in  his  attitude  and  demeanor,  he  often  tailed  to  receive  the  credit  due 
him,  allowing  it  to  go  to  others  without  protest.  His  Irish  blue  eyes  were 
symbols  of  truth.  Although  naturally  hot  tempered,  he  was  strong  enough 
to  control  his  feelings,  and  because  of  his  earnest  and  gentlemanly  demeanor 
among  his  associates  he  was  held  in  high  regard.  His  words  carried  weight 
and  his  thoughtful  expressions  received  a  hearing  wherever  he  was  known. 
He  is  best  thought  of  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  and  in  the  communities 
where  he  lived  he  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  sincere  repfard  of  all  \vho  knew  him 
becattse  of  his  high  character,  gentlemanly  qualities  and  earnest  desire  to 
do  that  w  hich  he  felt  to  be  right. 


JOHN  HAMMAN. 

John  Hanunan,  who  for  many  years  has  been  numbered  among  the 
most  enterprising  and  influential  citizens  of  Smithlield  township,  DeKaSb 
county,  Indiana,  was  bom  on  December  29,  1851,  on  his'  father's  farm  in  tiie 
northeast  quarter  of  section  16,  this  township.    He  is  a  son  of  Thomas, 

Sr..  and  Elizabeth  (Shuyler)  Hamman,  a  prominent  pioneer  family  of  Smith- 
field  township,  who  are  represented  on  other  pages  of  tliis  work,  in  connection 
with  the  sketch  of  the  subject's  brother,  Thomas  Hamman,  therefore  they 
will  n'>i  be  referred  to  farther  in  this  connection. 

John  Haninian  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  neighborhood.    On  attaining  manhood's  years 
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he  was  given  mcdb  imterial  bdp  bia  futhtr,  wlio  asaisliMl  him  in  his  first 
larniing  operations.  Situated  as  he  was,  snnic  young*  nacn  wouid  have 
leaned  all  the  more  on  a  father's  kiadiiess  and  in<lijlsence.  and  possibly  have 
stultified  their  own  usefulness  and  Jiimted  their  ovvu  sphere  of  activities. 
Not  so  with  John  Hajnman.  He  at  once  threw  himself  energetically  into  the 
active  affairs  of  life,  took  advantage  of  the  (»piM>rtunitie&  before  hau  axid, 
with  keen  foresight,  nnstinled  energy  mdi  the  exercue  of  souod  conmian 
sensep  entered  ii^ion  the  task  of  deoringp  draining  and  ina^rovtng^  the  one 
bnndved  and  twenty  acnts  ei  )md  on  which  he  is  now  living  in  mddam  ^ 
Snnthfidd  toiwmhip»  and  which  comers  on  bis  father's  farm.  That  he  ha> 
made  the  proposition  a  paying  one  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  in  the 
comiminity  where  he  is  known.  He  has  always  managed  his  affairs  acmrd- 
inj?  tr>  ihf  most  up-to-<lHtc  idcav  and  ne\cr  hesitated  to  ack>|)t  new  uietlicids 
when  tlieir  superiority  tner  old  ones  has  been  dein(jnstrated,  and  he  hesitates 
at  no  innovation  when  he  bdiet'es  it  to  be  a  step  forward.  In  later  years 
Mr.  Hamman  has  bought  more  land  adjoining  his  original  farm  and  is  now 
the  «wner  •€  two  hwndred  and  twelve  acres  in  sections  t6  and  17.  After  he 
had  his  land  all  cleared,  paid  for  and  thoroughly  tiled  and  imftroved,  he  con- 
tinued his  habits  of  thrift  and  industry,  and  instead  of  a  debtor,  he  event- 
ually fiecanie  a  creditor.  Realizing  and  appreciatintj  wliat  had  Ix'^n  d^me  for 
hiin  and  kivnvinc  what  a  little  assi^tanre  ftften  means  m  the  acconjj)lishnieiU 
of  anythiiit^,  Mr.  Hamman  has  l>ceu  ot  material  help  to  t)thers  in  their  eJifort^ 
to  buy  farms  and  improve  them.  He  has  loaned  money  where  he  deemed 
the  request  for  it  a  worthy  one,  has  allowed  his  debtors  every  advanti^  con- 
sistent  with  sound  business  methods,  and  in  this  way  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  develofiment  and  progress  of  the  community.  He  is  generally 
looked  Mp(3n  as  one  of  the  successful  and  snlisiantial  farmers  of  DeKatb 
countv.  enjoying  a  wide  acquaintance  tlinnighout  this  section  and  has  en- 
joyed for  many  years  the  highest  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  thi^  hcin^  ac- 
centuated by  the  fact  that  he  never  oppresses  the  worthy  dclHor  who  is 
imable  to  pay.  but  who  shows  a  disposition  to  take  care  of  his  obligations. 
Mr.  Hamman's  success  has  come  to  hhn  as  the  well  eanwd  re«wd  of  cease- 
less industry,  wise  economy,  careful  foresight  and  haUts  of  investigating 
thoroughly  every  proposition  before  deciding  upon  his  course  of  action. 

On  March  15,  1883,  Mr.  Hamman  married  Lydia  Rohm,  the  daugliter 
of  Simon  and  Mary  (Harsh)  Rohm,  .\fter  finishing  the  common  schools 
Mrs.  Hamimn  was  a  student  in  the  high  school .  io  the  normal  school  at 
Waterloo,  and  about  1878  began  teaching  school,  being  employed  at  school 
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NcK  lo  is  SiuitMicld  temtMp,  No.  i  ki  GraiA  townahip^  and 

lo  in  SmAMd.  She  is  a  kAy  M  rsfinem^  and  cidtore,  and  poflimw  td 

an  enunent  degree  those  qualities  of  niind  and  heart  which  win  and  rctaia 

warm  friendships.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamman  have  been  born  two  children, 
Ezra  Oyde  and  Ktiic  Teresa,  botii  of  whotn  are  at  home.  Mr.  Hainruan  is  a 
man  of  high  ideals  and  his  support  is  given  unreservedly  to  those  tiiovements 
which  are  lor  the  advaiiceiiient  oi  the  couiiimnity.  morally,  educatiaually, 
socially  or  inateriaUy,  and  he  ia  daterving  of  th«  splendid  suoom  which  liaa 
filiaffacteriaed  hiv  «at«er. 


FRANK  ALBRIGHT. 

Among  tlie  eam^  men  whose  enterprise  and  depth  of  character  have 
gained  a  prcmiinent  place  in  the  community  and  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens  is  the  honored  subject  of  tiiis  sketch.  A  leading  farmer 
and  stodc  raiser  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides  and  a  man  of  decided 
views  and  laudable  ambitions,  his  influence  has  ever  been  exerted  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  his  kind,  and  in  the  vocation  to  which  his  enei^es  are  devoted 
he  ranks  among  the  representative  agriculturists  of  the  county. 

Frank  Albright,  who  was  born  on  Ma>  27,  1873,  in  a  log  cabin  on  the 
old  .Albrigbt  homestead  in  Smithfield  township,  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  SmithHeld  township,  and  because  ot  his  splcnditl  material  success 
and  his  exalted  personal  character  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  specific  mention 
here.  He  conies  of  a  sterling  old  pioneer  family,  being  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Christiana  (Dentz)  Albright  Henry  Albright  was  bom  on  March  35, 
1844,  hi  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Philip  and  Catherine  (Bickel) 
Albright.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  a  farmer,  operating  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land.  He  sold  this  tract  in  1865,  and  moved 
to  DcKalb  ronnty,  Indiana,  in  the  spring  of  1866,  buying  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  and  three-quarter  acres  of  land  here,  known  as  the  Squire  Rutan 
farm,  to  w  hicii  he  sfnvc  hi<?  undivided  attention  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  September.  1872.  His  wife,  who  also  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  was  a  woman 
of  splendid  character  and  transmitted  to  her  children  those  characteristics 
which  made  for  respected  manhood  and  womanhood.  Two  years  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  the  home  farm  was  sold  and  she  spent  her  rematnbig 
days  with,  her  son,  Philip,  her  death  occuirfng  in  rSga.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
AQiright  were  bom  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
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beiug  Eve,  BarLiara,  Catherine,  Sarah,  iiliaalacth<  Susan,  Philip  and  Heury. 
Of  these,  Elizabeth,  I'liilip  and  Heury  are  the  unly  survivors.  Elizabeth  has 
been  twice  married,  hrst  to  Joscpli  Lower,  and  second  to  John  Camp,  who  is 
a  succeabiul  farmer.  To  theiu  have  been  bom  seven  ciiildien,  one  of  whom 
died  ill  iniaiicy,  Uie  .surviving  members  oi  the  family  bcuig  v\  lUiam,  Frank, 
Jiuueii,  iViucii,  ira  and  Uellc;  I'lulip  married  ivalhcrine  Bickel,  and  they  li  ve 
in  Ashley,  this  county,  Mr.  Albright  being  now  retired  from  active  tariu 
work;  they  have  two  children*  Oren  and  Mahala. 

After  coining  to  DeKalb  county*  Henry  Albright  worked  at  odd  jobs  for 
about  six  years,  and  then  for  a  year  rented  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  known  as 
the  Jake  Myers  farm.  He  subsequently  sokl  the  stock  from  this  fdaoe  and 
bought  a  farm  of  forty-live  acres,  where  his  son  Frank,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch,  now  resides,  and  to  w  hich  he  later  added  thirtytwo  and  two- 
thirds  acres.  It  was  then  heavily  timl)ere(l,  the  only  iinj^rovements  being  a 
good  log"  house.  lIowe\  er,  Mr.  Albright  with  courage  and  enterprise,  entered 
upon  the  task  ol  developing  and  improving  the  place,  and  snccessfully  o[>cr- 
ated  it  from  1873  to  1910,  when  he  sold  it  to  Jack  Albright,  a  son,  and  re- 
turned to  the  old  homestead  farm,  of  which  he  bought  twelve  acres.  He  is 
still  actively  engaged  in  the  farming  of  this  tract  and  is  numbered  among  the 
active  and  successful  men  of  his  locality.  His  son.  Brown,  bought  his  grand- 
fttheKs  place  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  the  Samuel  Bonebrake 
hdrs,  to  whom  it  was  sold  after  the  death  of  Philip  Albright,  the  residence 
on  tiie  farm  having  been  built  by  the  Bonebrake  heirs.  On  October  1 5.  1865, 
Henry  Albright  married  Christiana  Rcntz,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza* 
beth  (Hamman)  Bentz.  Her  fnther,  who  wa":  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to 
America  in  voting  manhood  with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  he 
became  a  fanner  and  remained  active  in  that  vocation  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1867.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in  Ohio  in  1843.  .spent  her  entire 
life  in  that  state.  To  them  were  born  thirteen  children,  Margaret.  John. 
Jacob,  George.  Philip.  Elizabeth.  Adeline.  Luanda.  Catherine,  Sarah.  Christ- 
iana. Henry  and  Daniel,  of  whom  Margaret  and  Christiana  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. Margaret  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Hemy  Ringter  and  second 
to  Mathias  Wile,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  and  she  now  ti^^es  in  Colorado. 
She  became  the  mother  of  three  children  hv  her  first  marriage,  and  five  chil- 
dren bv  the  second.  To  Henry  and  Christiana  TBenti)  Atbrijsht  were  bom 
five  children,  namely:  Jackson,  a  farmer  near  Waterloo  who  married  Delta 
Stroh.  and  they  fiave  had  several  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased ;  Brown, 
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who  Uv«s  on  the  homestead  iam,  married  Dona  Shaw,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren; Mary  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  William  Grate;  a  farmer  near  Ashley, 
'and  they  are  the  parents  of  five  children;  Libbie  is  the  wife  of  John  Freed,  a 
farmer  in  Fairfield  township,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children. 

Politically,  Henry  Alhrif^fht  was  a  staunch  sup[)orter  nf  the  Democratic 
party,  while,  religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  deacon  for  many  years. 

Frank  Albright  received  his  education  in  the  sdiools  of  Smithfield  town- 
ship and  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  farm.  His  early  boyhood  experiences 
were  as  a  worker  on  various  farms  throughout  DeKalb  county,  and  that  he 
has  been  successful  in  his  vocation  goes  without  saying,  for  he  enjoys  a  most 
excellent  reputation  as  an  enterprising  and  successful  farmer.  Some  time 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Albright  rented  the  old  ^^'hctzel  farm  near  Sedan  and 
operated  tiie  place  for  about  two  years,  wlieu  he  then  bouj.,dn  forty  acres  of 
William  Hinnian,  the  land  being  practically  all  swamp  and  underbrush.  To 
the  draining  and  tiling  of  this  tract  Mr.  Albright  devoted  his  attention  and 
eventually  devdoped  it  into  one  of  the  most  productive  and  valuable  farms  in 
the  township.  The  land  as  a  farm  had  no  buildings  on  it  when  he  took 
possession,  but  he  has  converted  it  into  one  of  the  bc?t  improved  places  in  the 
locality,  the  residence,  bams,  and  other  necessary  outbuildings  all  bearing  evi- 
dence of  the  good  taste  and  sound  judgment  of  the  owner.  In  March.  1912, 
Mr.  Albright  bought  seventy-six  acres  of  land  from  Iiis  brother,  Jackson,  his 
present  residence  and  buildings  Ijeing  on  the  latter  tract.  Among  other  lines 
of  agriculture,  Mr.  Albright  devotes  ccmsiderable  time  and  attoitton  to  the 
breeding  and  raising  of  live  stock,  whidi  he  has  found  to  be  a  pnrfitable  ad- 
junct to  the  modem  farm. 

Frank  Albright  was  married  on  .\ugust  23,  1897,  to  Estella  Myers,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Dahuflf)  Myers,  the  former  bom  near 
South  Bend,  St.  Joseph  county,  Indiana,  in  1847.  was  a  successful  farmer 
until  1882,  when  he  came  to  Steuben  coimty.  Indiana,  and  here  has  also  fol- 
lowed that  vocation.  His  wife  was  bom  in  Steuben  county,  tiiis  state,  on  the 
farm  about  two  mtla  from  Ashley.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  diildren, 
Estella,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Albright;  Harry,  Howard  and  Schuy- 
ler, who  are  all  deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albright  have  been  bom  six 
children,  namely :  One  who  died  in  infancy,  Earl  S.,  Cora,  Mabel,  Vesta  and 
Ebon.  Politically,  Mr.  Albright  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
being  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  trend  of 
modem  events,  so  that  he  is  considered  a  man  of  marked  influence  in  his 
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locality.  A  good  fanner,  a  kincHy  neighbor,  devoted  husband  and  affcodonaCe 
fatlier,  he  has  won  a  warm  place  in  the  heaits  of  those  who  know  him  and  ii 
iMunbesed  among  tlw  solid  and  substantial  citizens  of  SoMtfaiUsld  town^hii*. 


JOHN  C  KOCH. 

Among  the  lioiiorahlc  and  intUicnti.il  citizens  of  lieKalb  county,  Indiana, 
is  Uie  subject  ot  tiiis  review,  who  has  here  maintained  his  home  iur  many 
years,  winning  a  definite  success  by  means  of  the  agricultural  industry,  to 
whidi  he  has  devoted  his  attention  during  the  years  of  an  active  business  life. 
His  career  has  been  without  shadow  of  wrong  or  suspicion  of  evil,  and  thus 
he  has  ever  commanded  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 

John  C.  Kocli  is  a  native  of  DeKalh  county,  Indiana,  where  he  has  spent 
his  entire  !ifc  lie  was  horn  on  July  lo,  1881,  the  son  of  Christian  and 
Margaret  K.  (ShuU)  Koch,  the  former  of  u  hom  also  was  bom  m  DeKalb 
OHinty.  His  father.  Goulich  Koch,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  came  to 
bidiana  in  an  early  day,  settling  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  tliis 
ahetch,  having  entered  the  land  from  the  government.  To  the  clearing  and 
improvement  of  this  farm  he  devoted  his  early  jrears  and  succeeded  to  a  de- 
gree not  fully  appreciated  by  one  who  has  never  stcn  tlie  land,  for  it  is  now 
numbered  among  the  choice  farms  of  this  locality.  The  subject  s  father  fol- 
lowed farming  during:  all  hi<  active  year-^  and  was  long  numlK-red  amfiniir 
the  well  knt)wn  and  inllueiitial  citizens  oi  this  locality  He  had  two  children, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  an  older  sister,  Gertrude,  who  iiecaine  the  wife 
of  William  Smith,  of  Allen  county,  this  state.  He  owned  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  and  was  numbered  among  the  succcssftU  farmers  of 
DeKalb  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  common  schools  of  SfKniccr  town- 
-ship  during  lli^  \  i>uth  and  upon  the  completion  of  his  education  he  look  up 
the  \-«H-atioii  nf  icacliinir.  which  he  followed  for  five  years.  ?Te  then  returned 
to  tlie  line  of  work  to  uhicli  lie  liad  Ijccn  reared,  that  of  agriculture,  and  has 
continuous!)  followed  this  calling  to  the  present  time,  operating,  as  before 
stated,  the  farm  which  his  gnndfathn'  entered  from  the  government  Mr. 
Koch  carries  oa  a  diversified  ^stem  of  agriculture,  raising  all  the  crqps  com- 
mon to  this  locality  and  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  raismg  of  live  stock, 
wbich  he  has  found  to  be  a  valuable  adjimct  to  suoces^^fnl  farming.  The  com- 
fortable and  spacious  residence,  the  commodious  and  well  arranged  bams. 
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well  kept  fences  and  other  up-to-date  features  ahoiit  the  j)lace  indicate  that  the 
owner  is  a  man  of  gfxid  judgment  and  modern  ideas,  and  in  the  o]>era- 
tion  of  his  farm  he  is  not  slow  to  adopt  new  plans  and  methods  when  their 
feasibility  lias  been  demonstrated  by  experience  lo  be  belter  than  old  ways. 

On  October  19,  1901,  Mr.  Koch  married  Betty  Webb,  the  daughter  of 
JtHm  and  ICatilda  (Gets)  Webb,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Alien 
county,  Indiana,  where  his  forebears  had  been  early  settlers.  The  latter's 
parents  came  from  Germany  to  this  country,  making  tlieir  settlement  in  Allen 
cotmtv,  where  they  were  nnmbc  red  among  the  solid  and  substantial  citizens  of 
their  commtinity.  To  Mr.  and  Mi^^  Knvh  havr  hvcrt  born  thrt'c  rhiklren: 
Otis,  born  in  1902;  Virgil,  born  in  1905,  and  Marguerite,  born  in  1908. 

Politically,  Mr.  Koch  is  a  stauhcii  supporter  of  the  Republicait  party,  in 
tiK  succefls  of  whidi  he  is  actively  interested.  He  is  known  to  all  who  have 
fbniied  his  aoquatntanice  to  be  a  man  of  genuine  worth  and  integrity,  scnipu- 
loudy  honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  and  he  and  his  family 
are  highly  respected  and  have  hosts  of  friends  throughout  the  community 
urticre  they  live. 


CHARLES  A.  CAMPBELL. 

The  subject  Of  this  sketch  has  early  in  life  realized  the  fact  that  success 
never  smiles  upon  the  idler  or  dreamer,  atvl  'n-  h:i<  accordingly  followed  such 
an  aphori'^m.  being  numbered  among  the  enterprising  citizens  of  t!ie  tow  nship 
f)f  bis  resilience.  1  lax  ine;  spent  all  his  life  in  the  coniinunily,  he  is  w  ell  known 
and  by  all  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  because  of  the  commendable  qualities 
which  he  lias  exhibited  thus  far. 

Charles  A.  Campbell  was  bom  on  September  3,  1866,  on  the  farm  on 
whidi  he  now  lives  in  section  29,  Smitfafield  township,  DeKalb  county,  Indi- 
ana, and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Cornelia  (Hemstreet)  C  an  11  bell.  John  Camp- 
bell was  bom  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  DeKalb  county  in  1847 
when  he  was  tweh'e  years  of  age.  He  for  awhile  farmed  with  his  father  and 
later  bought  the  place  where  the  suliject  of  this  sketch  now  lives.  ?Ie  was 
the  trustee  of  Smithlield  township  a  part  of  one  term.  He  was  an  active 
Republican  and  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1904,  was  considered  a  distinct 
loss  to  the  community.  He  wjas  the  father  of  four  children:  Jennie,  who 
was  married  in  1882  to  Leander  Stamtits,  an  expert  machinist,  who  died  in 
1900:  they  had  one  daughter,  Glenn,  who  now  lives  in  Waterloo;  Sarah  mar- 
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tied,  in  1882.  George  Fartieli,  a  lamicr,  who  later  in  life  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber badness  and  now  lives'  in  North  Otrolittt.  They  have  Aree  children, 
John.  Charles  and  Harry;  Scott  was  married  in  1902,  and  engaged  in  die 
mercantile  business  in  Ohio.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children.  Edwin  and 
Oifton.  The  subject's  mother  was  a  native  of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and 
came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  in  iS43»  settling  on  the  Hcmstreet  farm, 
where  her  death  occurred  in  1909. 

The  subject  nf  this  sketch  has  spent  all  but  seven  years  t)f  his  life  on  his 
present  farm.  In  1887  he  entered  a  homestead  lu  North  Dakota,  but  in  1895 
he  returned  to  the  home  farm  and  bought  the  same  in  1909  from  tlie  heirs. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  splendid  land,  about 
ten  acres  of  which  is  in  timber,  the  balance  being  under  cultivation,  well 
drained  and  in  excellent  condition.  All  the  buildings  on  the  place  are  well 
improved,  the  barn  being  large  and  commodious,  the  residence  being  neat  and 
attractive,  and  the  api>earance  of  the  place  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  man 
of  excellent  taste  and  sound  judgment. 

On  Jnly  31.  1898.  Mr.  Camj^ell  \v;i>  unned  in  marriage  to  Sophia 
Schwitzer,  the  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Elizabeth  (Metzger)  Schwit/er.  To 
this  union  have  been  bom  five  children :  Josh,  Herman,  Ruth,  John  and  June. 
Gottlieb  Sdiwitzer  was  bom  in  Germany  on  June  15,  i8a8v  coming  to  America 
when  quite  young,  and  first  locating  at  Massillon.  Ohio,  where  he  worked 
making  braids  and  trimmings  for  soldiers'  uniforms.  After  spending  some 
time  in  that  employment,  he  moved  to  DeKalb  cr.unty,  Indiana.  l«x-ating  on  a 
farm  three  and  one-half  miles  from  Waterloo,  in  Smithfield  township,  which 
he  bought.  f?e  was  active  as  a  farmer  and  sncccs^fnl  in  his  "business  affairs 
up  to  the  time  of  his  (kath.  which  (KCtirred  nu  Inne  13.  1889.  His  wife  was 
a  native  of  Ohio,  wliu  came  to  DeKalb  count v  in  1850.  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  her  iieople  .settling  in  I'airfield  township  on  a  farm  where  she  lived  until 
her  marriage  with  Mr.  Schwitzer.  She  is  also  deceased.  Mrs.  Campbell's 
paternal  grandmother  came  from  Germany  with  Gottlieb  Schwitzer,  their  mar- 
riage occurring  in  this  country,  and  she  died  on  the  home  place  near  Waterloo 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwitzer  were  bom  four 
children.  George.  Sophia.  Kduin  and  Anna  George,  who  married  Xora 
Stomm.  lives  on  a  farm  in  IViirficld  t(nvii<hii)  and  has  four  children,  C  harles', 
Anna.  \\  illard  and  W  ilber ;  Idu  in.  whd  married  Edith  llickei  ami  lives  on 
the  home  place  linee  and  one-halt  miles  from  Waterloo,  lias  three  children, 
Wilson,  Raymond  and  Lloyd;  Anna  is  unmarried' and  lives  on  the  old  home 
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place.  Personally,  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  pleasant  man  to  know,  hospitable  m  his 
honie,  straigiUiorward  in  his  business  relations  and  a  man  in  whom  all  repose 
the  utmost  coofidenoe  who  have  oocasion  to  know  him.  He  has  taken  a  broad 
view  of  men  and  ditngs  and  gives  his  earnest  support  to  evety  movement 
calculated  to  advanoe  the  best  interests  of  the  community  along  moral,  educa- 
tional, sodal  or  material  lines,  and  therefore  he  is  deservk^  of  being  num- 
bered among  the  representative  men  of  the  community  whidi  has  lor  so  many 
years  been  honored  by  his  citizenship. 


HERMAN  M.  HAMMAN. 

To  contemplate,  however  briefly,  a  successful  career  is  always  plensant 
and  profitable,  in  that  it  brings  to  view  the  great  fundamental  principles 
which  form  the  true  basis  of  character  and  exemplifies  the  practical  intelli- 
gence and  judgment,  fertile  resource  and  wise  foresight  which  constitute 
such  peculiar  power  and  make  the  one  in  whom  combined  a  master  of  him^f, 
of  his  circumstances  and  his  destiny. 

Herman  M.  Hamman  was  bom  on  Februaty  2,  in  Smithfield 

town^p,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  F.  and  Harriett 
E.  (Martin)  Hamman,  who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The 
subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  lived  there  until  his  marriage  in 
1899,  when  he  en^'ai^ed  in  farming',  where  he  now  lives  in  section  Smith- 
field  township.  He  has  a  well  improved  and  up-to-date  farm  and  has 
achieved  a  splendid  record  as  an  agriculturalist,  in  1895  Mr.  Hamman 
bought  a  threshing  outfit  and  for  eighteen  years  has  folkiwed  this  business 
during  the  season.  In  January,  1914,  Mr.  Hamman  botight  the  Frank 
Hamman  tile  mill,  which  he  will  locate  on  his  home  farm.  Prt^essive  in  his 
ideas,  practical  in  his  methods  and  obseix  injr  the  strictest  rules  of  integrity 
in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  Mr.  Hamman  ha<  jj^aincd  an<l  retains  to 
a  marked  dee;rcc  the  confidence  and  ^ood  will  of  all  w  ho  know  him. 

In  iS«Ky  lleriuan  M.  lianitnan  wa-  married  to  Xmanda  Myer^^,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Franklin  township,  the  daughter  of  Levi  Meyers,  and  to 
them  have  been  bom  three  children:  Magel  Adell,  boim  May  17,  1900,  died 
November  6,  1900;  Russell,  born  on  February  2/1902,  and  Howard;  bom  on 
October  16,  1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamman  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of 
the  community  in  which  th^  rende,  and  because  of  their  genial  dispositions 
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md  upright  tives  they  have  earned  and  ittaM  to  a  marked  4igi«e  tfie  <iiieuu 
•f  0  who  loMw  them. 


A.  S,  POWERS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  needs  no  introduction  to  the  readers  of  this 
volume,  for  he  has  for  rnany  \  ears  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  development 
and  progress  of  DeKalb  county,  and  as  the  proprietor  of  the  DeKalb  Cotmfy 
Herald  he  is  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  alt  classes 
owing  to  his  pubhc  spirit,  inteisjrity  and  fidelity  to  (hity.  By  dint  of  ihdttttry 
and  marked  innate  ability  he  has  forged  to  the  front  amon^  his  contempor- 
aries anil  made  his  inHiinece  tflt  thri  ■ui^lioni  thi^;  jxirtion  ut  the  state  He  is 
popular  among  tlie  laboring  (l:is^r->  and  tlic  c(*niniun  {)eopIe  Ijecanse  he  has 
been  associated  from  youth  with  tlie  men  wlio  have  had  to  strive  for  what 
th^  have  teciired  of  wealth  and  fame,  and  in  tfieir  struggles  he  still  takes  a 
lively  interest  The  DeKalb  County  Herald  wields  a  powerful  influence  in 
mdding  public  opinion  and  it  holds  high  rank  with  the  dean,  treodiaa^ 
wide-awake,  modern  journals  of  the  present  day.  ably  managed  in  every  de- 
partment and  a  success  frf»m  a  financial  standpoint 

A.  S.  Powers  wri^  f>i)rn  in  ("lav  Cfunny.  Kan-^as,  on  April  J".  1K76.  and 
is  the  son  ul  Charles  1  Uury  and  Nancy  (  l>ianu)n<l  >  Powers,  the  former  a 
native  of  New  York  state  and  the  latter  of  I'ennsylvania.  Charles  H.  Powers 
moved  from  his  native  state  to  Kansas,  where  he  remained  for  some  time 
and  then  returned  east,  locating  in  Allen  county.  Indiana,  where  lie  followed 
forming,  which  was  his  life's  vocation  and  in  which  he  was  quite  siKcessful, 
•othat  he  IS  now  retiretl  from  active  business  pm  suits.  To  him  and  his  wife 
were  bom  three  children,  George  A.,  A.  S.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Dale 

A.  S.  Powers  received  his  education  in  the  conmion  scliools  of  Allen 
county,  and  in  young  manhood  he  entered  a  printing  office,  where  he  learned 
the  "art  pnservative"  and  of  whidi  he  has  lieen  a  devoted  follower  since 
that  time.  He  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  the  publisher  and  editor  of 
the  DeKult  Counly  Herald  at  Butler  and,  as  before  staled,  has  wielded  a 
potent  influence  for  the  development  and  welfare  of  the  community  witfi 
which  he  ha<  identified  himself.  T^cr^ionally.  Mr.  Powfr^  i<«  a  man  nf  'Jtnmp 
character  and  genial  disposition  and  he  has,  since  In-coming  a  citizen  of 
DeKalb  contity,  fomicd  a  wide  acquaintance  and  gained  a  host  of  warm 
persona]  friends. 


On  May  17,  1900,  Mr.  Powers  married  Bessie  Stewart,  the  daoghter 
of  Daniel  and  Sylvia  (Curtiss)  Stewart.  Mrs.  Powers'  father  was  an  dd. 
railroad  man.  being  one  of  the  first  enjfineerj  on  the  W'ahash  railn  .id.  He 
was  a  man  of  steady  habits  and  good  character.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers 
have  been  bom  three  children  •  Eioise.  bom  in  1903;  Burdetta,  bom  in 
1907,  and  Marcclla,  born  in  191^ 

i^dlitically,  Mr.  Powers  has  been  a  liie-lcjt^  supijorter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  the  niecess  of  which  be  has  been  deeply  interested,  but  he 
has  never  been  an  aqnrant  for  imUiG  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  advancement  of  his  bustneas  intere^.  Fraternally,  he  is  an 
.ipprcciativc  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  order  he  takes  an 
intelligent  interest. 


NELSON  CHANEY. 

In  the  early  days  the  Middle  West  was  often  a  tempting  field  to  energetic, 
ambitious,  strong-minded  men.  and  Indiana  was  filled  witli  them  during  the 
time  she  was  stnigglin^^  up  to  a  respectrihic  position  in  the  ^^i-^terhriorl  of  states. 
TiuTi'  was  a  faj-riiiat n  <ti  m  the  l)n»ad  lield  and  great  pndnix.-  u  liicli  tlii>  newer 
region  presented  t(i  acii\ity  and  which  attracted  many  men  and  induced  them 
to  brave  the  discomforts  of  the  early  life  here  for  the  plea-^ure  and  gratifica- 
tion of  constrncting  their  fortunes  in  their  own  way  ami  after  their  own 
methods.  The  late  Nelson  Chancy,  for  a  long  lapse  of  years  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  ])r«iniiiK'nt  citizyns  of  DeKaH  nly.  hccanic  identified  with 
this  favored  .section  nf  the  country  at  an  early  date  and  from  the  lirst  wielded 
a  |H)tent  influence.  He  i^ave  to  tlu"  world  tin-  liest  of  rm  essentiallv  virile, 
loyal  and  noble  nature  and  his  siand.utl  wi  honor  uas  absolutely  intiexihie 
He  was  a  citizen  ot  hij^li  civic  ideals,  antl  ever  nuuiifcsled  his  lilic-rality  in  con 
nection  with  measures  and  entcrprt^ies  tending  (o  advance  tlit;  general  welfare 
of  the  community  honoretl  by  his  residence.  Me  \va!«  the  architect  of  bis  <jwn 
fortmie  and  ujxin  his  career  renin  no  blemish,  for  lie  was  true  to  the  highest 
ideals  and  principles  in  Intsiness.  ci\ic  and  social  life  Tie  lived  and  labored 
to  worthv  ends  and  as  one  f>f  the  sterlintj  citizen^  and  representative  men  of 
his  loraliiv  in  a  ])a^l  generation  his  menior\-  merits  a  tribute  ui  honor  on  the 
pages  of  history. 

Xclson  C  hanty,  whose  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Kichland  township. 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  on  April  21,  1913.  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  on  August  t$,  1827.    In  early  years  tlie  family  moved  to  Ashland. 
(60) 
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Ohio*  where  he  received  his  education  and  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  1853, 
desiring  larger  opportunity  for  advancement  and  for  the  exercise  of  those 

qualities  which  so  especially  fitted  him  for  the  hfe  of  a  pioneer,  he  came  to 
DcKalb  county  and  purch.ascd  a  tract  of  land  in  the  \vno<l«;.    To  the  clearing 
of  this  land  and  the  develoiMiiciit  and  cultivatiun  of  a  farm  lie  applied  him- 
self with  such  energy  and  perseverance  tliat  in  due  time  his  larai  became 
known  as  one  of  the  best  in  die  entire  locality,  and  on  this  place  he  resided 
continuously  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.   His  career  was  a  long,  Ixisy  and 
'Useful  one,  fraught  with  muth  good  to  himself  and  feimily,  and  his  memory 
will  long  he  revered  hy  ;dl  who  have  had  occasion  to  come  in  contact  v  'i':  ■  im 
on  life'>  highway.    Though  successful  in  liis  liiaterial  affairs,  he  never  allowed 
thL'  pursuit  of  wealth  to  warp  his  kindly  nature  :  lait  iirescr\  cd  lii-^  faculties  and 
tlie  u  a;  null  of  hi<  heart  fur  tlie  broadening  ai'.il  helpful  nitlueiiLcs  of  human 
hie,  being  to  the  end  a  kindly,  congenial  iriend  and  gcutlenian  whom  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  meet.    He  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  having 
lengthened  out  his  li,fe  far  beyond  the  Psalmist's  allotted  three  score  and  ten. 
until  he  was  permitted  to  witness  the  vicissitudes  of  the  most  remarkable 
<poch  in  the  world's  history,  in  all  of  which  he  was  an  interested  spectator, 
and.  indeed.  i)layed  no  inconspictioti«  part  in  pushing  forward  the  wheels  of 
civilization  in  his  own  locality.    There  is  no  douljt  ijut  thai  hi'^  !<mg  life  was 
due  to  his  sterling  character,  his  conservative  habits  ami  hi.s  pure  thmking 
He  was  even-tempered,  patient,  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  relations  in  li  le, 
hospitable  and  charitaUe  and  his  many  kindly  deeds  were  actuated  from  his 
largeness  of  heart  more  than  from  any  desire  to  gain  the  ^audits  of  his  fellow 
men.   However,  his  record  is  too  familiar  to  the  readers  of  this  work  to  re- 
quire any  fulsome  encomium  here,  his  life  speaking  for  itself  in  stronger 
terms  than  any  phrases  the  writer  could  employ.     In  all  that  constitute*!  true 
tnanlinod  and  good  eili/euj^hin  In  v.  as  a  w  orthy  example  and  none  stood  higher 
than  he  in  the  esteem  and  couLiliace  of  the  circles  in  which  he  moved. 

On  June  15.  1855,  XcUon  Chancy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
Ann  McCague.  who  was  born  in  Washington  county.  Pennsyh-ania.  on  July 
6,  1833,  and  whose  death  occurred  on  January  15,  1884.  Soon  after  her 
birth  her  parents  muved  to  Hohnes  county.  Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  of  1848  ihey 
came  to  DeKalb  county.  Indiana.  Soon  after  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Chancy 
they  moved  onto  tlie  farm  on  which  the  remaining  years  of  their  life  were 
spent,  and  which  wa-  not  at  thai  time  improved  to  any  consitlerable  extent 
In  Mrs.  Chanr\  ( inhraced  Christ  as  her  Savi(nir  and,  w  ith  her  husband, 

joined  the  United  Hrethren  church  at  Shower's  Corners,  of  which  she  and  hei 
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linsbaiid  were  faithful  and  honored  members  until  their  deaths.  She  was  in 
the  traest  sense  of  the  word  a  helpmate  to  her  huslmnd.  encouraging  him  by 
her  counsel  and  assisting  hini  b\'  her  labor  to  create  a  home  in  the  wilderness 
where  they  might  rear  tlicir  family  ul  children.  To  Ikt  relatives  apd  friends 
she  left  a  priceless  legacy  oi  her  life — a  legacy  oi'  endurance,  courage, 
patience,  faith,  hope  and  loye.  Her  life  was  nobly  lived  and  beautifully 
dosed,  and  her  record  spoke  of  the  suUime  coura{pe  bom  of  faith  and  hope. . 
.  To  Nelson  and  Mary  Ann  Chaney  were  bom  eight  children,  one  of  whpm 
died  in  infancy,  and  a  son,  Xclson  Mil  ford,  was  killed  hy  a  train  at  Auburn  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  The  other  children,  all  surviving,  are:  W'iUiam. 
at  home;  Irvin,  at  Rock  Island.  Illinois;  Mrs  J  W.  Shefifer.  (  f  Auburn,  this 
county;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Walker,  of  Fort  W'aync,  Indiana:  Mrs.  VVilliaiu  Bowinant 
of  Ct)runua,  thi.s  county,  ancl  M  r.s.  .\.  I).  Kaub.  who  reinain.s  at  home. 


MONTE  L.  GREEN. 

Success  in  this  life  comes  to  the  deserving.  It  is  an  axiom,  demonstrated 
by  all  human  experience,  that  a  man  gets  out  of  this  life  what  he  puts  into  it, 
plus  a  reasonable  interest  on  the  investment.  The  individual  who  inherits  a 
large  estate  and  adds  nothing  to  his.  fortiuie  cannot  be  called  a  successful 
man.  He  that  falls  heir  to  a  large  fortune  and  increases  its  value  is  successful 
in  proportion  tbe  a!iiomit  be  adds  to  bis  po^cs^ion  }Mn  the  man  who 
start-i  in  the  world  unaided  and  by  sheer  tHrcc  or  will,  rmitroiled  by  correct 
principles,  forges  ahead  and  at  length  readies  a  position  of  h<inor  among  his 
fellow  citizens  achieves  succcw  such  as  representatives  of  the  two  former 
classes  can  neither  understand  nor  appreciate.  To  a  considerable  extent  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  crcdItaHe  representative  of  the  class  last  named,  a 
class  which  has  frirnisbed  much  of  the  lK>ne  and  sinew  of  the  cmmtry  and 
added  to  the  stability  of  our  government  and  il>;  institutions 

Monte  1..  (  ireen.  president  of  the  (ir.rn  tf  '-'a  .  i;  '.ys.  Loan  and  Trn>t  t'oni- 
[lany,  is  a  native  of  tbc  *-late  of  Mis'^oun.  where  lie  was  born  on  January  26, 
iS-o.  and  is  (lie  son  of  Jesse  II.  and  Louisa  li.  { llcacU)  (Irceu,  the  latter  i>o.s- 
sessing  considerable  literary  ability.  Both  these  parents  were  born  in  Indiana, 
the  father  a^  Moore's  Hill,  and  the  mother  in  Henry  county.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  moved  to  Spencer.  Indiana.  Jesse  H.  Green  was  for  over  thirty 
years  a  railway  p  >  lal  rh  i  k,  his  last  assignment  being  on  the  Cincinnati  South- 
ern railroad.  He  finally  reitrcd  from  active  service,  having  removed  to  Bel- 
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tevue,  Kentucky,  where  he  now  resides.  His  wife  died  in  Bdlevue,  Kentucky.' 
oil  April  23,  1905.   To  hini  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  children,  Qenn 

Arden,  deceased,  and  Monte  Leo.  Fraternally,  Jesse  H.  Green  is  a  memljer 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  his  membership  being  consonant  from  the 
tact  that  on  April  15.  1R6?,  at  the  outhrenk  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  en 
listed  for  service  in  the  navy  at  New  \  ork  City,  and  then,  on  the  expiration 
of  his  period  of  enlistment,  in  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana 
Battery  of  Light  Artillery.  He  thus  served  during  the  entire  period  of  tfie 
war  and  his  record  as  a  soldier  was  a  creditable  one  in  evety  respect.  Mr. 
Green  is  a  man  of  strcn^  character  and  stands  wdl  with  all  who  know  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  IndianaiK)Us,  graduatin.ij;  from  the  German  Annex  hij^^h  school  in  that  citv. 
He  then  went  to  Cincinnati,  w  here  he  took  a  course  in  a  business  colleg^c.  and 
then  engaged  in  llic  carriage  luisincsb.  which,  in  associated  lines,  comniaiided 
his  attention  for  twenty  years.  He  came  to  Auburn  in  1907  and  for  eight 
months  was  associated  with  W.  H.  Mclntyre.  He  then  bought  the  interests  of 
some  local  stockholders  in  the  Savings,  Loan  and  Tnist  Company,  of  which 
he  was  elected  vice-imsident.  severing  all  connection  with  this  institution 
early  in  1^13.  In  U)oH,  with  associates,  he  organized  the  Savings.  Loan  and 
Trust  Company  at  Carrett.  nf  which  he  is  now  president  and  to  which  he  iii 
givincT  hts  entire  time  and  ;itientiiin  T\v<  nuniinnv  na-  organized  in  Novem- 
ber, 1(^)8.  with  a  capital  stoik  >,{  tucniv-tivc  ilnnisaiul  ihillars.  which  was  m 
creased  to  forty  thousand  dollars  when  Mr.  (Irecn  disposed  ui  his  interests  in 
the  Auburn  Savings.  Loan  and  Trust  Comp.any.  The  present  officers  are  as 
follows:  President,  Monte  L.  (^rcen:  first  vice-president,  J.  X.  Ritter;  second 
vice-presideni .  Dr.  J.  .\.  Clevenger;  secretary.  Miss  Laura  .\.  Shutt,  these 
persons,  with  Trod  \\  .  Knott,  of  Aiilnini.  coni|K.sin;j  the  hoard  of  directors, 
riiis  institution  has  alrea«ly  gained  a  >-fr'iii!5  hold  on  the  tjood  will  of  the  cm- 
mttnitv  and  is  tillini' a  l<mLr-frh  want  ni  the  locality.     In  the  year  iie  wa^ 

president  of  the  Aiilniin  '  Mnmierrial  Club  and  i>  now  the  .secretary  of  the 
tjarrett  llu.sines.i  Men's  Association. 

Mr.  Green  has  liecn  twice  marrietl.  first  to  Josephine  Pohlman,  the 
daughter  of  John  W.  and  Beatrice  Pohlman,  lx>th  f>f  Avhom  are  deceased. 
Mrs.  Josephme  Green  died  January  1 1,  1906,  in  Springfield.  Ohio,  leaving  two 
sons.  Arden  D.  and  Lyman  Dale.  The>e  Ikivs  were  bom  in  Kenton  county. 
Kentucky,  and  are  at  home  with  their  father  Subsequently.  .Mr.  Green  wa? 
marriefl  to  Jlelen  .""famine  Ralston,  the  daughter  of  .\.  j.  and  Hadc-^'^a 
(George)  Ralston,  of  Auburn,  Indiana,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  thi.<^ 
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work.  To  the  last  inarrinj,'c,  while  living  in  Auburn,  has  been  Ixjrn  one  child, 
Alzein  Louise.  The  I'annly  reside  in  a  comfortaMe  home  nn  the  northeast 
comer  of  Covvcn  and  Dennis  street,  CJarrett,  to  winch  proin  rty  they  movetl  in 
April,  1913,  having  traded  homes  with  County  Recorder  W  arner  McXatdj, 
deceased. 

Politically.  Mr,  Green  ocaipies  an  independent  attitude,  voting  for  the 
men  and  measures  which  he  considers  the  best  calculated  to  advance  the  best 
interests  of  the  people.  1  le  has  alw  ays  taken  a  commendahle  interest  in  public 
affairs,  especially  as  relating  to  educational  matters,  and  while  a  residaU  of 
Ludlow.  Kentucky,  he  servetl  as  president  nf  the  ^^chfxi!  hoard.  Religiously^ 
he  is  a  member  <>t  the  l'rt.'>f)yterian  clnirch.  in  tho  ])r(isi)c'rity  f>f  which  he  is 
deeply  interested.  His  trateinal  atVilialion.s  are  wiili  the  i  lee  and  Atccplcii 
Masons,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master,  the  chapto' 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  cotmcil  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  the  com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar,  while  hit  is  also  a  thirty-second-degree  Scottish 
Rite  Mason,  and  a  manber  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  At  the  time  of  w  riting  this 
sketch  he  is  .serving  as  worthy  pntron  in  the  Order  of  the  Kastern  Star.  Mr. 
tlreen's  career  has  been  characterized  by  hard  work  and  conscientious  en- 
dc:u()r.  and  he  owes  his  success  to  no  train  of  fortunate  mcidents  or  fortui- 
tous circumstances.  It  is  the  reward  of  application  of  mental  qualifications 
of  a  high  order  to  the  affairs  of  business,  that  have  enabled  him  to  recognize 
and  grasp  opportunities  that  have  presented  themsdves.  His  nitegritir  has 
ever  been  unassailable,  his  honor  unimpeachable,  and  he  stands  high  in  the 
opinion  of  all  who  know  htm. 


C.  W.  FREEBURN. 


Among  the  citizens  of  Concord  townsliip,  DcKalh  coinity.  Indiana,  who 
have  not  only  won  by  thetr  |)ersunai  efforts  a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods, 
but  also,  Ixxausi'  of  their  nprisjltt  and  honorable  lives,  the  resix-cl  and  c-stcem 
of  the  entire  connnuniiy,  the  .subject  ot  this  sketch  stands  pre-eminent.  He 
las  at  all  times  stood  for  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  community  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rt^resentative  citizens  of  the  township. 

C.  W.  Freebum,  who  is  a  successful  fanner  and  public-spirited  citixoi  of 
Concord  township,  DeKalb  count> ,  Indiana,  was  bom  on  Sei)teml)er  8.  J84M, 
in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  son  of  John  £.  and  Mattldii 
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(Cooper)'  Freebuni,  the  fonner  a  native  of  Scotland  aad  the  latter  of  Vir- 
ginia. They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  C.  W..  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch;  John,  a  resident  of  Ohio;  Mrs.  Matilda  BoyeV, 
who  lives  in  the  state  of  Washington;  Mrs.  >friria  I5ur,y;ca(l.  of  Michigan;  D. 
A.,  of  Butler,  this  county,  and  Lincoln  E.,  who  lives  m  Ohio. 

The  subject's  early  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  state  and  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-five  years  he  came  to 
DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  Here  his  first  active  efforts  were  in  farming,  but 
later  He  engaged  in  the  h'very  business  at  Butler,  which  occupied  his  attention 
about  two  years.  ?Tc  tlicn  went  to  Hatniltoti,  Steuhcn  county.  Indiana,  when^ 
he  en.c^a'^ed  in  the  drygotxls  liusincss.  hut  suhsequenlly  sold  !iis  interests  tlicrr 
and  moved  to  Newville,  this  cotinty.  In  April,  1861,  at  tlu>  outhroak  r,\  tlie 
Civil  war,  Mr.  Freehurn  promptly  oliered  his  services  t*)  his  country.  Ix'com- 
ing  a  member  of  Company  C,  Eighth  Regiment  Ohio  V  olunteer  Infantry,  for 
the  three-months  service.  At  the  end  of  his  first  period  of  enlistment  he  re-' 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  First  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  for  two  years,  wlien  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  scout  service*  in  which  he  serveil  until  the  dose  of  the  war,  H^ 
was  a  valiant  atid  courageous  soldier  and  iicr formed  murli  ardtion<«  service 
and  endured  many  hardships  in  his  mrtH'Si  efforts  to  assist  in  the  prt*.-tr\ ation 
of  the  National  Union.  Since  the  war  Mr.  Freehurn  lias  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty-one  acres  of  ^lendid  land 
ill  Concord  township,  this  coimty,  which  he  is  cultivating  with  success  and 
good  results.  He  is  practical  and  painstaking  in  everything  he  does,  giving 
personal  supervision  to  every  detail  of  his  work  and  the  general  appearance 
of  his  place  is  such  as  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the  owner. 

In  1881  Mr.  Freebttrn  married  Tielle  ^!c^T^llin,  the  danjjhtcr  of  .-\ll)ert 
and  Fh'zalK-th  (  Whitcomb )  McMnllin.  the  I'allier  a  native  nt  Ireland  and  the 
moiher  of  Ohio.  To  this  imion  wert;  born  the  following  children:  Mrs. 
Jessie  F.  Colbum,  of  Hicks ville,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Gail  Resoner,  of  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana;  Briton  B.,  who  lives  in  the  state  of  California;  William,  who  makes 
his  home  with  the  subject;  Opal  also  is  at  home,  as  is  Mildred. 

Politically,  Mr.  Freehurn  gives  his  earnest  support  to  the  Republican 
party,  believing  the  principles  advocated  in  its  platform  to  be  those  most 
conducive  to  the  hifjhcst  interests  of  the  \merican  people.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  meniher  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  post  <>i  the  (itand  Army  of  the 
Republic  at  St.  Joe.  Personally,  he  is  a  genial,  straightforward  and  hospitable 
gentleman,  whom  everybody  honors  and  respects.    He  has  been  a  l»rd  work- 
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mg  man,  and  to  his  own  personal  efforts  is  attributable  the  succesf-  which  he 
has  enjoyed.  Because  of  his  earnest  life  and  sterling  character  he  h:i<  won 
and  deserves  the  high  standing  which  he  now  enjoys  in  the  community  where 
so  many  of  his  active  years  have  been  spent 


FRED  B.  LEIGHTY. 

It  is  universally  conceded  tiiat  there  are  three  factors  which  are  more 
potent  tlKui  all  others  in  the  advancement  of  civilization — pnlpit,  platform  and 
press.  Of  these  three,  the  press  reaches  places  and  conditions  which  the  other 
two  never  touch.   Public  opinion,  as  \  '  iced  in  the  newspapers  of  our  country, 

lias  as  much  influence  in  monldiuL^  Ici^n^lati'in.  advancing  reforms  and  elim- 
inating corrupt  politics  as  all  other  aiiem  ie-  put  t< );4(.-tiK  r.  A  gjxKl  ne\v-|ia|H'r. 
one  which  stands  for  the  Ix  sl  interests  of  a  commuiniy,  is  a  blessing  aiui  I  he 
good  that  it  can  do  is  incalculable.  It  is  the  paper  of  the  tmvn  which  often  is 
the  only  means  of  driving  graft  out  of  city  affairs.  The  editor  of  a  good 
newspaper  is  a  man  who  touches  the  daily  life  of  die  comnnmity  on  every 
side  and  the  editor  who  does  his  work  honestly,  feariessly  and  conscientiously 
deserves  the  praise  of  the  community.  Such  a  man  is  the  sulbject  of  this  brief 
review. 

Fred  H.  l^ighty.  the  :on  of  Charles  I'.eniiett  and  Martha  Jane  (Hurley) 
I^ifjhty.  was  born  at  St.  Joe,  DeKall)  county,  Indiana.  June  26,  i88^>.  His 
lather  aud  nioilier  were  botli  natives  of  DeKalb  county.  John  Lcigiiiy,  the 
subject's  grandfather,  was.  an  early  settler  of  Spetieerville,  Indiana, .  having- 
emigrated  to  this  state  from  Pemisylvania.  He  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  St  Joe.  Harper  Burley,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Leighty,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  DeKalb  coimty,  coming  to  this  state  from  Ohio.  Bennett  Leighty 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  butcher  durin2f  his  lifetime  in  the  town  of  St. 
Joe.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Leighty  were  lx)rn  five  children.  Ncna  C., 
deceased;  J.  Harj>er,  Frank  R..  Fred  R  and  Grace  G. 

Fred  B.  Leighty  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  high 
,  school  at  St  Joe.  While  he  was  in  the  high  school  he  became  apprenticed 
to  a  printer  of  the  town  and  when  he  was  in  his  junior  year  in  the  high 
school  he  purchased  the  St.  Joe  News  on  March  1,  1906.  He  has  continued 
in  editorial  charge  of  this  paper  since  that  time,  and  has  Ixiilt  up  the  paper 
until  it  commands  the  respect  f)f  the  town  and  rommnnity.  Tt  is  in(lci)eudcut 
in  politics,  with  a  weekly  circulation  of  seven  hundred,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
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advertising  luetluinis  m  the  CMiTnty  It  i'-  |mhli--hcd  weekly  ami  tlw:  jirirt?  of 
tlie  publication  is  one  dollar  per  year,  i  he  job  department  is  fully  ecjuipiied 
with  material  for  ]>roducing  work  that  has  gi\-en  entire  satisfaction  to  -an 
ever-increasing  number  of  patrons^ 

As  the  paper  says:  "St.  Joe  is  tlie  biggest  little  town  in  Indiana,  with 
the  best  people  on  earth.  Located  in  DcKalb  county,  population  fi\  t'  huiulred. 
Cleanest  ami  most  Iteautii'ul  little  village  in  the  state:  fjixxl  school.s.  chnrche> 
and  business  houses  and  complete  \vrdk<.  nil  w  ell  shadcfl :  Mm"  electric  light 
system,  two  good  rai!r<ia<ls  and  a  l^(mk1  (ilace  iur  a  business  ligation  (>iie 
mile  from  Spring  Hrook  truit  tarni.  the  greatest  pri/x-  winner  in  induma." 

Mr.  Leigh  ty  was  marrieil  on  September  21.  1908,  to  Lora  £.  Htdt,  the 
daughter  of  John  C  and  Loretta  Hull,  l)oth  of  whom  are  natives  of  DeKalh 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leighty  are  the  larents  of  one  son,  John  Bennett,  ham 
January  20,  IQ14. 

Politically.  Mr.  Jx-ightx  has  taken  an  independent  stand,  voting  for  the 
man  best  qualified  fur  oftu-e  retjardlf*;s  nt  partv  Imcs.  aiul  always  supjiorting 
such  ineasuix'"-  pnmii-c  In  he  of  lieiietit  Id  ttie  comiminity  Religiously,  be 
is  affiliated  with  the  .Metiiodist  f'rotestani  clnirch  and  gives  his  earnest  sup[M)ri 
to  its  various  activities.  Personally,  Mr.  Leighty  is  a  man  of  genial  dispo- 
sition and  kindly  inipidses  and  his  friends!  are  in  nun^ier  as  his  acquaintances. 


JOSEPH  A.  HULL. 

DeKalb  county.  Indiana,  enjoys  a  high  reputation  because  of  the  high 
order  of  her  citizenship,  and  none  of  her  citizens  occupies  a  more  enviable 

position  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellows  than  the  gentletnan  whose  name  a])ixrars 
at  tile  bead  of  t1ii>  sketch.  A  n  sidence  here  of  bi>  entire  lifettnte  has  given 
bis  fellows  a  full  <»pportunity  to  nhsfivf  him  in  the  various  hues  of  activitx 
in  which  lie  has  engaged  and  his  jirtscnt  high  standing  is  due  solely  to  the 
honorable  and  upright  course  he  has  pursued.  .\s  a  leading  citizen  of  this 
community  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  repre^nution  in  a  work  of  this 
character. 

Joseph  A.  Hull  was  bom  on  October  _>i.  iS^x^.  in  DeKalb  county,  and  is 

the  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Sarah  A.  (  Widney  )  Hull,  the  father  a  native  of  the 

state  of  Oliio  and  tbr  iiinthcr  a  daughter  of  tbe  Moo-icr  state.  Henr^-  II 
Hull  caiiie  from  Ins  native  stale  of  Ohio  u  lieu  be  wns  alxjut  fourteen  years  ot 
age,  settling  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  cleared  and  develo|>ed  int») 
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:i  good  farm.  A  t  ie  r  he  iiacl  completed  tfii«=  task  he  iKxiir'it  sixty  acres  i*>>re. 
which  he  aliW  cleared  aiul  later  botijjht  another  tract  ot  thirty  acres,  to  which 
he  gave  his  attention  until  he  iiad  that  also  in  shape  for  cultivation.  From 
fhe  foregoing  statetnait  it  may  1)e  in^ied  that  through  a  )>criod  of  years 
his  life  was  characterixed  by  labor  of  the  most  arduous  type,  but  it  was  such 
itien  as  he  who  laid  the  foundation  for  the  present  ^endid  civilization  and 
development  which  characterizes  DeKalb  coitnty.  and  to  him  the  pre^^nt 
generation  owes  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude,  fn  Xoveml)cr.  1863.  Mr.  Hull 
enlisted  for  service  in  the  Union  army  and  served  alioiit  one  year.  He  later 
became  a  menilxrr  t)f  the  (irand  Armv  of  the  RepiiWic.  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  September  11.  1911.  Hi.s  widow, 
who  now  sun'ives  him  at  the  age  of  .•tevent>'-three  years/  was  born  on  Novem- 
ber S,  1840,  and,  though  advanced  in  years,  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following^  children :  Joseph  A.,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Clarence  H..  of  this  county,  and  Delbert  L.,' 
who  resides  in  the  state  of  Colorado. 

Jc^cph  \.  Hull  received  hi';  elcnientan,-  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  at  the  ac:e  of  eighteen  years  lie  ent^aged  in  farmint;  on  his  own  account, 
to  which  he  has  dev;)ted  his  attention  throughout  the  subse<|uent  years.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  ninety  acres  of  splendid  land,  on  whidi  he  located  in  1892 
and  to  tiie  improvement  of  which  he  has  devoted  himself.  He  owns  a 
pleasant  and  attractive  residence,  large  and  substantial  barns,  and  employs 
modern  metiiods  in  the  operation  of  his  farm  so  that  he  has  been  enabled 
through  the  years  to  reap  maximum  returns  with  a  mininnim  of  eflfort.  He 
carries  on  a  diversihed  .system  nf  fanning',  maktntif  a  spccialtv  of  no  one  line 
and  has  found  this  to  Ite  the  most  practical  and  prorital)le  method  of  pro- 
cedure. .'\mong  his  fellow  agriculturists  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  because 
of  the  splendid  success  which  he  has  attained  and.  personally,  he  has  gained 
a  large  following  in  the  community  because  of  his  genial  disposition  and 
high  character. 

On  Decemlicr  7.  1882,  Mr.  Hull  married  Ella  C.  Baker,  the  daughter 
of  Stephen  B.  and  Catherine  fReasoner)  Baker,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsvlvania  and  the  latter  i  f  Ohio.  To  Mr  and  Mrs.  flull  have  been 
born  the  following  childrm  I'aul  (  ..  who  ditrtl  in  infancy,  as  did  Hubert 
E. :  Harvey  J.  is  a  jjraduate  of  the  common  schools  of  C<»ncord  township 
and,  though  but  thirteen  years  of  age,  is  now  attending  the  high  school  at 
St.  Joe,  A  . 

Politically,  Mr.  Hull  gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party,  in  the 
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success  of  which  he  has  hecn  actively  interested  for  inauy  years,  having  l)eeii 
precinct  committeeman  lor  four  years  and  Democratic  election  insijector 
during  the  past  seven  years.  Mr.  Hull  enjoys  a  splendid  reputation  through- 
out his  section  of  the  country  because  of  the  marked  success  to  which  he 
has  attained  and  the  high  personal  character  borne  by  him.  Large-hearted, 
generous  and  courteous  to  all,  he  easily  makes  acquaintances  and  has  a 
large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends,  who  esteem  him  for  his  genuine 
worth.  . 


AARON  W,  CAMP. 

To  indulj^e  in  prohx  encomium  of  a  life  which  was  one  of  distinctive 
modesty  and  unpreteiitiousness  wmild  be  most  incongruous  and  yet  in  re- 
viewing tlic  career  of  the  late  Aaron  \V.  Camp,  who  was  long  one  of  the  best 
known  agriculturists  of  Smithfield  township,  and  who  held  a  position  of 
unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem  in  the  community  where  lie  labored  to  so 
goodJy  ends,  feelings  of  admiration  are  prompted,  for  he  always  looked  to  the 
general  good  of  his  fellow  men  while  advancing  the  interests  of  his  own  house- 
hold, ever  discharging  his  duties,  whether  private  or  ])nl)Iic,  in  a  most  conscien- 
tious manner,  thereby  wiiming  the  admiration  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him.  Thouej^h  a  man  nf  nnprctentii)u^  demeanor,  be  pos-^c-^^cd  the  silciu  Init 
powerful  force  that  attracted  men.  anil  hi>  memory  uill  lung  be  cherished  by 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  througliout  this  community. 

Aaron  W.  Camp  was  bom  in  1849  in  Stark  coimty,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son 
of  John  and  Susanna  (Smith)  Camp.  In  1855,  when  he  was  six  years  old, 
his  parents  moved  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  in  Smithfield  town' 
ship,  near  Ashley,  a  part  of  that  town  now  Standing  on  the  old  farm.  There 
John  and  Susanna  Camp  made  their  permanent  home  and  s|)ent  the  balance 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dyinc;  there  about  189^^  and  the  mother,  who  s\)cnt 
the  last  seven  years  of  her  life  u  ilh  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed 
away  in  Decemlxr,  1908.  They  bad  been  pioneer  settlers  in  this  section  of  the 
county  and  had  courageously  performed  their  share  of  the  gigantic  task  of 
clearing  the  land  and  opening  up  the  country  to  settlement.  When  they  came 
here  their  land  was  all  in  timber,  the  only  mark  of  human  work  being  the 
small  clearing  in  which  Joht^  Camp  erected  his  small  picmeer  cabin,  in  which  a 
quilt  was  used  instead  of  a  door  and  other  primitive  arrangements  character- 
ized, the  new  home  during  the  early  months  of  their  residence  there.  In  1878 
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a  large*  convenient  and  attra^ive  residence  was  erected,  being  at  that  time  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  township.  Amid  the  surroundings  of  typical  pioneer  life 
Aaron  Camp  was  reared  to  manhood,  having  secured  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  that  neighborhood  and  the  Anjjola  Normal  School,  after 
which  he  successfully  taught  school  tor  several  years.  \fter  hU  marriage,  in 
1876,  they  remained  about  four  years  on  the  home  farm,  then  for  nine  years  lie 
lived  on  and  operated  a  farm  he  and  his  mother  had  bought,  about  three 
miles  southwest  of  Ashley.  During  the  following  seven  and  a  half  years  they 
lived  on  what  was  known  as  the  McCoy  farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  ^eir 
daughter,-  Mrs.  Maliel  Judson.  They  then  moved  to  the  James  Clark  farm, 
three  miles  south  of  Ashley,  though  still  owning  the  two  other  farms.  Event- 
ually, twenty  years  after  leaving:  the  old  home  fann,  they  returned  to  it  and 
there  made  their  perniaiu-ni  humc.  Mr.  Camj)  was  an  energetic  ami  pro- 
gressive man  in  his  fanning  ojjeratiuns  and  achie\  ed  a  noteworthy  success.  In 
addition  to  his  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he  owned  two  threshing  outfits,  and, 
because  of  his  extensive  operations  and  high  character  as  a  man,  as  well  as 
because  of  his  material  stkcess,  he  was  widely  and  favorably  known. 

In  local  public  affairs..  Ir.  Camp  took  an  intelligent  interest  and  was  at  the 
time  of  his  death  a  valuetl  memlier  of  the  county  council.  I\)litically,  he  was 
an  earnest  supporter  of  the  !>eniocratic  i)arty.  while,  fraternally,  he  was  for 
twenty  years  a  member  of  the  Knii^hts  of  Pythias.  Mr.  Camp's  death  oc- 
curred in  1906,  his  removal  being  generally  considered  a  distinct  loss  to  the 
community  which  had  been  hcmored  by  his  citizenship. 

in  1876  Aaron  Camp  was  married  to  Amanda  E.  Husselman,  who  was 
bom  in  Fairfield  township,  DeKalb  county,  in  1855,  the  daughter  of  Jottn 
Trapp  Husselman  and  Elvina  (Hartman)  Husselman  and,  on  the  paternal 
side,  the  granddaughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Trapp)  Husselman,  who,  in 
1844.  came  from  Wayne  coimty.  Ohio,  to  DeKalb  county.  In  1855  John 
Trapp  Husselman  bout^ht  a  farm  east  of  Fairfield  C  enter,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  18S8.  His  widow  is  still  living  in 
Ashley,  at  the  age  o£  eighty-one  years.  Their  daughter,  Amanda  R,'  Hved 
on  the  farm  near  Fairfield  Center  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Camp.  She  is 
still  living  on  the  old  Camp  homestead,  near  A^^,  with  her  daughter 
Ethel  and  son  Jesse.  She  is  a  woman  of  many  kindly  qualities  and  is  beloved 
by  all  who  I  ti  v-  her. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp  were  !x>m  the  following  children:  Maude  H., 
who  is  the  wife  uf  Frank  Duncan,  of  01i\et,  Michigan,  has  a  daughter,  Mil- 
dred C. ;  Eva  H.,  the  wife  of  Forest  Miller,  lives  on  the  fann  where  her  par- 
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«nts  had  lotiiurly  lived,  three  miles  south  of  Ashley,  and  they  have  a  son. 
Lloyd,  and  an  adoi>ietl  daughter,  Hope;  Mal)el  C.  is  the  wiie  oi  Harvey  T. 
Jadson,  of  Auburn;  Ethel  V.  resides  at  home  with  her  mottier;  Jesse  W.,  who 
was  bom  on  May  lo,  1877,  married  Mrs.  Edna  (Hartm^ti)  Sensing.  Jesse 
and  Ethel  are  the  joint  owners  of  a  farm,  which  the  former  o|ierate$,  and  he 
also  cultivates  the  home  farm  at  Ashley  and  a  farm  owned  by  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Mabel  Judsou.  He  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  and  progressive  farmer  and  is 
achieving  a  pronounced  siicccs<;  in  his  vDcalion.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  and  is  a  DcuKHrai  in  his  political  relations,  while,  fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Rnigiils  of  Pythias. 

Aaron  dmp  was  oitttled  to  rank  among  the  leading  men  of  his  com- 
munity,  for  in  him  were  emixxlied  those  qualities  which  prompt  a  man  to  do 
only  those  things  which  he  feels  are  right.  The  qualities  of  keen  discrimina- 
tion, sound  judgment  and  executive  ability  enterefl  very  largely  into  his  make- 
up and  were  cc»ntributing  elements  to  the  material  success  which  came  to  hitn. 
A  puhlic-spiritod  cifizen.  he  readN  at  all  times  to  use  hi»;  means  and  in 
tluence  tor  tin-  ])romotion  of  tlu-  public  ,l;i>(hI,  and  tluTt*  \\a-  probably  not 
another  man  in  his  comnumity  wln)  was  held  in  higher  e>teein  by  his  fellow 
citizens. 


ELIAS  ZIMMERMAN. 

In  the  i)iist  ages  tlie  history  of  a  country  was  contprised  chiefly  in  the 
ncord  of  its  wars  and  conquests.  Today  history  is  largely  a  record  of  com- 
mercial activity  and  those  whose  names  are  foremost  in  the  annals  of  the 
nation  are  those  who  have  become  leaders  in  business  circles.  The  conquests 

how  made  are  those  of  mind  over  matter,  and  the  victor  is  he  who  can  most 
sticccssfnllv  i  sial  lish,  control  and  operaJe  commercial  and  industrial  interests, 
IJias  Zimmerman  is  un<iuestionably  one  of  the  strouL^csl  and  most  influential 
men  \v1io>l  !i\  e<  have  been  an  essential  part  t>i  the  history  of  DeKalb  county, 
rireless  energy,  keen  perception,  honesty  of  purj^sc.  genius  for  devising  and 
executing  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time,  are  the  chief  characteristics  of  the 
man.  These,  combined  with  every-day  conunon  sense  and  guided  by  strong 
will  power,  are  concomitants  which  will  insure  success  in  any  umleraking. 

Elias  Zimmerman  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  rennsyh  atiia.  on  May  30. 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Patlcn)  Zimmcnnan  Tn  the  tall  "t 
t8^i  the  fatnily  moved  to  what  i^^  now  \<;hland  (formerly  Monte- >niery » 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  the  middle  of  May.  1844.  when  they 
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moved  to  OeKalb  county,  Indiana.  Here  John  Zinunerman  bought  two 
quarter  sectk>ns  and  settled  in  the  woods  two  miles  west  of  Spenccrville."  He 
came  here  early  in  the  spring  and  had  brought  a  hired  man  with  him  to  help 
in  the  work  of  clearinj^;^  the  land  and  puttinjj  it  in  cnltivaiion  I'hcv  cleared 
about  three  acres  that  spring,  and  erected  a  shant\-,  abuiu  lvvent\  -luur  Ijy  ten 
feet  in  size,  built  of  small  trees,  with  tlie  bcil  made  of  sappling  poles  clear 
across  one  end  from  wall  to  wall.  The  cabin  had  no  chimney,  but  tiiey  cooked 
outside.  The  first  summer  they  cleared  fifteen  acres  of  land,  and  in  fall 
they  hewed  logs  and  buih  a  house  in  which  die  family  lived  for  six  or  eight 
years.  This  quarter  section  of  land  John  Zimmerman  succeeded  in  clearing 
and  imfrroving,  but  the  other  quarter  section,  southwest  of  Spencerville,  he 
leased  out,  instead  of  clearing.  The  first  fall  they  sowed  wheat,  the  mode  of 
their  operations  being  necessarily  somewhat  crude.  After  clearing  out  the 
logs  and  raking  and  burning  the  irabh,  the  wheat  was  suwctl  broadcast  be- 
tween the  stumps  and  was  dragged  in,  it  not  Ijeing  possible  to  plow  because  of 
tiie  stumps.  It  grew,  but  when  about  knee  high  the  tops  were  killed  by  frost. 
However,  it  sprouted  again  and  they  got  one  hundred  busliels  from  fifteen 
acres. 

John  Zimmerman's  first  wife  had  died  in  Ohio  l>efore  the  family  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  and  he  afterwards  married  Rebecca  Folk.  When  he  came 
to  Indiana  there  were  three  hoy<  and  liiree  girls  by  «he  first  marriage  and  one 
by  the  secuiul  marriage,  three  more  children  being  l«)rn  liere.  After  the  death 
of  '.lis  second  wife  John  Zimmerman  married  Mrs.  Nancy  Murray,  a  widow, 
the  mother  of  Henry  Murray,  now  of  Spencerville. 

In  an  early  day  Peter  Bowman  came  from  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and 
set  up  a  saw-milt  on  the  Zimmerman  farm.  Soon  after  1850  EHas  Zimmer- 
man boui^lit  this  mil!  and  operated  it  for  several  years.  After  John  Zim- 
merman liad  lived  at  C"edar\ille  a  few  years,  having  moved  there  fr^ini  the 
farm  we>t  <>f  .^[K'ncerville.  he  built  a  house  at  I  eo.  Allen  county,  where  he 
lived  for  a  time,  and  tlien  bought  a  mill  at  Spencerville,  a  picture  (»f  which  i.s 
shown  elsewhere  in  this  volmne. 

Klias  Zimmerman  o{ierated  for  about  a  j-ear  the  saw-mill  <m  his  father's 
fami,  wcM  of  Spencerville.  referred  to  above,  then  moved  it  to  Leo,  where  he 
ai>erate<t  it  for  several  years.  He  then  Imught  an  acre  of  ground  adjoining 
the  saw-mili,  on  which  he  erected  a  >tave  factory,  making  oil-barrel  staves  for 
••e\eral  vear<  nTid  al><>  installing  a  ^Iiini^Ie  mill,  lie  continued  these  oj)erations 
there  until  ii>73.  when  he  sold  In-'  mterests  at  Leo  and  nn)ved  to  .Auburn, 
where  his  son  I'rank  was  already  engaged  in  the  i>i)eratit>n  of  a  planing  mill 


Digitized  by  Google 


95^  DBKALB  COVNtY^  INDIAKA. 

Becoming  identified  with  the  business,  Elias  Zimmerman  has  since  had  mncb 
to  do  with  it?  propfress  and  de\  elopment  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  con- 
cern, which  is  coiuhiclt'd  under  the  name  of  the  Zimmerman  Mfg  Co.,  and  is 
the  oldest  manufacturing  concern  in  Auburn  in  pouit  of  continuous  exist- 
encsw  For  detailed  reference  to  tbe  Zimmerman  factory  in  Auburn,  the  reader 
is  fief  erred  to  the  sketch  of  John  Zimmerman,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
Work.  ■ 

In  1850  Khas  Zimmerman  married  ^^ary  Bittcnger^  who  died  in  1872. 
leaving  (ive  children.  Frank,  (leorge,  John,  Alice  and  Ada.   Of  these  Frank. 

(jeorge  and  Alice  are  flecea^ed :  Jnhn  i«  «cercfarv.  (rca*;urfr  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Zimmerman  Mfg.  Co.,  and  Adda  is  the  wife  of  C-  C  Schatter,  of 
Fort  Wayne. 

"  '■  On  January  i,  1884,  Elias  Zimmerman  married  Priscilla  Coder,  who  was 
boirn  in  Westmoreland  cotmty,  Pennsylvania*  the  daughter  of  ]chn  and  Eliza- 
beth (Griffith)  Coder.  Her  parents,  who  were  both  natives  of  Westmore- 
land'  coimty.  Pennsylvania,  moved  first  to  Ohio,  and  eventually  to  DeKalb 
county,  Indiana,  locating  in  iW)-  on  a  farm  west  of  Spencerville.  They  lived 
there  until  a1>out  iH8^,  wlicn  ihe  father  retired  from  rictive  farming  and 
moved  to  St.  Joe.  where  l!ie\-  s])eiit  tlicir  1a<;t  day>  ;in*l  died,  the  father  passing 
away  al  the  age  of  seventy-six  years  and  the  nunlier  when  >c\  cnty-fuur  years 
old.  They  were  well  known  throughout  that  community  and  were  highly 
esteemed.  About  1869  Miss  Priscilla  Coder  began  teaching  school  and  during 
the  following  twelve  years  slie  was  successftdly  engaged  in  the  country  schools 
and  at  Spencerville.  In  1880  she  came  to  Anbum  and  taught  in  the  primary 
grade  for  four  years,  ha\  ing  an  average  of  eighty-five  pupils  and  at  one  time 
as  many  as  r>ne  hundred  and  fifteen.  To  Elias  and  Priscilla  ZiTrmennan  has 
been  Imrn  a  daughter.  T-'li-'al  iih.  \vlif>  is  well  edueate<l.  Alter  i:iadu.ating 
from  ihc  .\uljiirn  high  school  >he  became  a  student  in  Deramv  Luiversity, 
where  she  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  ller  scholar- 
ship was  of  such  a  high  standard  that  she  was  awarded  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
membership,  a  nieniliership  in  a  national  organization  that  is  based  solely  on 
high  scholarship. 

Religiously.  Mr.  Z'rin  i-rnian  is  an  earnest  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  h'piseopal  ehnroh  at  Xnhurn.  to  the  sup|Kirt  of  which  be  i<  a  lilseral 
contribnior.  It  is  u^ele^s  to  ^^ay  that  Mr  Zimmerman  has  wf)rked  liard  and 
lionorahlv  eaini-d  the  re]>ntalion  uhieb  he  enjoys  as  one  of  the  leading  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  this  locality,  and  it  is  also  needless  to  add  that  he  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  for  through  the 
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years  he  has  thrown  the  force  of  his  strong  iiulividuali^  and  sterling  integrity 
into  making  the  county  what  it  is,  efforts  which  have  not  faikd  of  apf^rectation . 
on  the  part  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


GEORGE  W.  TROSTLE. 

Among  the  citizens  <if  Cnnrorrf  toun-liip,  DcKnIh  cotiniy,  Indiana,  who 
have  liuik  up  comt()rtal>lc  liouu-s  anil  surmundcd  tlR-nisoI\ uiih  vahiable 
landed  estates  and  personal  i)ro|K.il},  tew  lia\e  attained  a  higiier  degree  of 
success  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  With  few  opportunities  except  what 
his  own  efforts  were  capable  of  mastering  and  with  tnany  discoaragemehts  to 
overcome,  he  has  made  an  exceptional  success  in  life  and  in  his  old  age  has  the 
gratification  of  knowing  that  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided  has  been 
benefited  by  his  presence  and  his  counsel. 

Geortrc  W.  Trostlc.  one  nf  the  sitcccssful  fanners  and  substantial  citizens 
oi  (  oncuid  inwnshi]),  this  county,  was  born  on  August  \j.  1)^43,  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  t  Swiggart)  Trostle, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  George  W.;  £liza  Solsbury,  deceased;  Thomas  B.,  de- 
ceased, and  Lucinda,  also  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  recei\'ed  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  state  and  aWit  forty  years  ago  came  to  Indiana  and  was  here 
married  tt)  Sarah  Sewtll,  the  dantiliter  of  JiKcph  and  America  Sewell,  natives 
of  Ohio.  To  this  I'nmn  were  horn  llic  1o11o\vii;,l;  ehildrcn:  .\bner  \V.,  of 
Garrett,  this  county;  .Mary  A.,  who  lives  with  her  parents  at  home,  and  Mrs. 
America  A.  Tustisan,  wlio  lives  on  a  farm  in  Concord  township,  this  ootmty. 
About  thirty  years  ago  George  W.  Trostle  came  to  DeKalb  county  and  about 
twenty-three  years  ago  located  on  his  line  fann  of  forty  acres  in  Concord 
township,  to  the  cuUivation  and  itn))roveincnt  of  which  he  has  since  devoted 
his  aUention.  His  phiee  is  well  imjiroved  in  e\ery  respect  and  indicates  the 
owner  td  he  a  man  of  di^(■rinlin:!tion  and  excellent  taste 

( Jn  I'ebruary  15.  iXfij.  (ieorj'e  \\'  Trn«t!e  !.;ave  evidence  of  his  patriotic 
spirit  by  enlisting  for  service  in  Company  h,  I'orly-cighth  Regiment.  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantrv.  in  defense  of  his  country,  and  for  four  years  he  proved  a 
valiant  and  courageous  soldier,  being  honorably  discharged  from  the  service 
on  May  9.  1866.  He  is  a  member  of  the  John  C.  Kerns  Post  No.  144,  Grand 
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Amj  of  the  Republic,  at  St.  Joe.  He  has  taken  an  acti\e  pan  in  pnblic  at': 
fairs  in  his  community,  havinc^  itrved  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for 
several  year?  and  also  has  served  as  township  trustee  and  supervisor  of  roads* 
for  several  years.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and, 
religiously,  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Christian  church,  in  the  prosperity  of 
which  he  is  deeply  interested  and  to  which  he  contributes  liberally  of  his  means. 
Mr.  Trostle  has  eight  grandchildren,  of  which  he  is  very  proud,  namdy: 
Wayne  and  Dale  Trostle,  and  George  W.,  Paul,  Harold,  Alice  M.,  Carl  and 
Russell  Tustisan.  He  is  a  man  of  many  praiseworthy  traits  of  character, 
being  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  the  hnsiness  world,  ii^enerous 
and  pleasant,  ix)sscs>in*i  rare  fortitude  and  g'ood  jiulgtncnt,  advocating  clean 
politics,  wholesome  living  and  honesty  in  business.  Needless  to  add  tliat  such 
a  aua  lias  hosts  of  friends  and  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know 
him. 


THE  NEW  GARRETT  CITY  HALL, 

This  beautiful  structure  was  started  in  year  191 3  and  completed  is 
1914.  The  cost  was  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  and  ibt  people  of  the  dty 
are  justly  proud  of  it.  The  building  is  located  at  Randolph  and  Keyser 
streets.  The  architects  were  Ellwobd  &  Eltwood  of  Elkhart,  Indiana,  and  the 
contractor  was  Xelson  R.  Allman,  of  Garrett,  Indiana. 

Brick  is  used  in  the  construction,  with  cut  «;tone  (rimininij^  eon^i'stinv; 
of  Indiana  fine  <frain  ot  hhie  Bedford  stone  I  lie  hnildin};  is  tiily  icci  whk 
and  one  Inin.iicil  luenly-livc  feet  long,  two  stories  high,  with  basement 
under  entire  iniilding. 

The  first  floor  contaitLs  the  offices  of  the  mayor,  city  clerk,  treasurer, 
superintendent  of  water  and  light  department,  and  general  waiting  room, 
and  two  public  comfort  stations,  also  public  telephone  booth,  city  fire  de- 
partmcnt,  city  jail  and  police  officers  in  the  rear  of  building. 

The  second  floor  con(ain>  the  <tfiices  of  the  cit\  civil  engineer.  cit> 
attorney,  secretary  of  the  city  boanl  of  health,  public  -cliool  in>ard.  township 
trustee  and  large  coimcil  chaiiiK'r,  well  as  a  c|iirniili>ry  for  nienibers  of  the 
fire  department.  The  building  is  heated  with  waste  steam  from  the  city  water 
and  light  plant;  the  >team  pipe  is  seventeen  hundretl  feet  lonjf,  the  first 
system  of  its  kind  ever  installed  in  DeKalb  county. 

The  equipment  throughout  the  building  is  modern,  also  including. an 
automatic  private  telephone  system  connecting  all  city  oflRces  in  the  building. 
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WILLIAM  J.  NODINE. 

It  is  the  progressive,  wide-awake  .man  of  affairs  that  makes  the  real 
history  of  a  coihinufiity  and  his  influence  as  a  potential  factor  of  the  body 
pcrfitic  is  difticult  to  estimate.  The  examples  such  men  furnish  of  patient 
puqxjsc  and  steadfast  intejofrity  strongly  illustrate  what  is  in  the  power  of 

eacli  to  accomplish,  and  tlierc  is  aluavs  a  full  measure  of  sati- faction  in 
adveriin.ij  e\m  in  a  casual  way  to  their  ar!i:rvcmcnts  in  a(h  ancing  the  inter- 
ests of  theii  icliow  men  and  in  .ijivinjj  .^ireugth  an<l  ><>iid«ty  to  the  institn- 
iions  which  make  so  much  for  ihc  prosperity  of  a  coniiuunity.  Such  a  man 
is  the  worthy  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  as  such  it  is  proix  r  that  a  review  of 
his  career  be  accorded  a  place  among  the  representative  citixens  of  the  city  ami 
coimty  in  whidi  he  resides. 

William  J.  N'odine.  one  of  the  prosperous  merchants  and  public-spirited 
fiti/Li)  of  W  alerlod.  is  a  native  of  DeKalb  county.  ha\  iii'i  been  born  in 
drant  township,  this  cMint'  .  r.ti  \i>r!l  lo.  iS^io,  nnd  ].<  ilic  -on  of  Hiram 
and  Mary  (Nodine)  Nodinr.  i  hi'  \o<!ine  fannly  iiisiory  is  an  'Id  one,  being 
traced  back  through  Knglaiui  to  France.  Hiram  was  born  near  Sharon. 
Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  on  Ai>ril  7,  1S-7,  and  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Laura  (Biercc)  Nodine,  John  Nodine  lictng  the  son  of  I'^Iias,  who  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  title.  John  Xodine,  who  married  Laura  Hiorce  <in  October  J3, 
iSj;.  came  from  Sharon,  Litchdeld  county.  Connecticut,  in  li^p  .nd  located 
in  l"nion  (now  Grant)  township,  this  county,  on  >-fctioii  1  havint;  entered 
Land  fr  'in  ihc  i^ovornnietit  Tlii-^  land  he  clearrd  and  on  it  liuilt  a  home, 
in  which  he  lived  durinji  llie  remainder  of  his  liu-,  tju  ing  his  time  and  atten- 
tion to  farminj^  and  stirveyintj.  While  eni;a^ed  in  tlu'  latter  occupation  with 
his  brother,  Joseph,  he  took  a  severe  cojd,  front  the  effects  of  which  he  died. 
Joseph  Nodine  was  coimty  sur\-eyor  during  the  fifties  and  was  considered 
a  very  competent  man  in  his  line.  Hiram  Nodine,  son  of  John  and  Laura 
Nodine,  was  reared  in  Coimccticut.  and  on  January  31,  1848,  married 
Rebecca  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  on  August  20,  tX_'6.  To  them 
came  four  children :  Silas,  born  November  19.  184S:  Laura.  l)orn  May  26. 
18^0;  I^cnjamin  anrl  John,  twins,  born  December  j.  t!ic  tnnther  giving 

up  her  life  at  the  birth  of  lite  tw  iiiv    Hiram  Notlim-  hveanic  a  bla^ti  r  in  the 
iron  mines  near  his  home,  in  which  i-m])loyment  he  was  engaged  until  \^^^. 
when  he  atid  his  family  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  locating  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  12.  Grant  township, 
(61) 
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.near  bis  father.  The  long  journey  from  Connecticut  was  made  by  canal 
and  lake  to  l  ort  W  aync,  thence  by  3tage  to  Waterloo.  Here  Hiram  engaged 

in  farming,  in  which  he  prospered  and  eventually  he  bouglu  more  land  until 
he  owned  two  lunulred  acres.  He  uas  ;i  inrm  of  '^<)<h]  (.ducation  and  durmg 
the  (.arly  day>  iiere  lie  engaged  ni  tracinng  sciio  i  ihuifit^  two  wiiUers. 
Sonic  time  after  llie  death  01"  his  lir.Nl  u  it'e  Hiram  Xodiac  ieliirne«i  lo  oii- 
necticut,  where  for  one  summer  he  wa>  again  employed  in  the  mine?,  livcn- 
tually  he  returned  to  Waterloo,  and  on  November  23,  1853,  he  married  Maiy 
Nodine»  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Julana  Nodine.  She  was  born  in 
New  York  and  came  to  this  state  with  her  iiarents  in  1844,  locating  in  the 
southwest  quarier  of  section  jj.  Later  her  |»arenT  11  their  farm  there  and 
moved  to  Uraiich  i,')nnl\,  .Michigan,  wlieie  they  lived  a  numiier  ui  years, 
but  Inter  they  bought  a  farm  east  of  JVeniont.  in  the  sonihwe>i  curner  of 
Clear  Liikc  townshiii,  Steuben  comity,  Indiana,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  live>.  lu  lluam  and  Mary  Xodnic  liic  follow mg  clnidren 
were  born:  Albert,  born. October  5,  1854,  dictl  at  the  Soldiers*  Home  at 
Marion,  Indiana,  on  January  15.  i4;of.i;  Ann  Melissa,  born  September  27, 
1S56,  died  July  ^29,  1869;  Kmcline,  lx>rn  June  jo.  1858,  became  the  wife  oi 
Edward  Thomi)>on,  *n<m  <lcceased,  and  she  later  married  A.  C".  Jackson,  and 
they  live  in  Michigan;  William  |effcr^i>n  i-  llie  immediate  ■-ulijecl  of  this 
sketch;  .Mary  .Marilla.  horn  |)t-cenil>er  i  _'.  iS<<[,  iHul  on  (.)i-ii>l)er  i,; .  i.^'vS. 
from  the  cftects  of  a  fall  from  a  tree-lop;  (  )phelia,  !;(»rn  August  ji, 
<lie<.l  Septemlier  12,  1^73:  <  leorge.  Iiorii  .\j»ri!  j^,  iiS*!;.  i>  a  manufacturer  of 
cement  blocks  and  tile  at  Waterloo;  Lhario,  born  June  13,  iJ>07,  lixes  .m 
a  farm  near  Waterloo,  in  Smithtield  towiiship:  (Jrsmus.  bom  Jamtiii  v  J4. 
1869,  lives  near  Los  Angeles,  California ;  Dora,  btirn  January  19,  1870.  is  the 
wife  of  John  Shaw,  and  they  live  in  Oklahoma;  Amos,  bom  January  2, 
1873.  lives  in  Waterloo;  Richard,  bom  Angust  51,  1^74.  died  January  31. 
1875;  Henry,  lu.rn  November  '"^75.  '"^  tireinan  ai  the  W  .  J.  Xoduie  !iiill- 
at  Waterloo;  (  !i!oe.  born  June  S.  1S77.  died  May  _'.  iStjj.  The  father  of 
these  children  died  on  October  1 1,  lyoj.  while  Ins  wife  died  on  January  30. 
i88s. 

W  illiam  J.  Nodine  was  reared  on  the  liome  farai  and  secure<i  hii;  educa- 
tion in  ^  district  schools  of  that  neighborhood.  When  he  reached  the  Af^ 
of  twenty-one  years  he  engaged  in  farm  labor,  in  which  he  was  em|doyecl 
two  vears.  and  then  rented  a  farm  in  section  11.  dram  io\\n>hip.  for  five 
\ears.  the  place  comprising  about  eighty  acre-  of  land.  He  lived  at  home 
while  operating  this  farm,  he  and  hi.s  [>rother  exchanging  work  and  thu'! 
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mutually  advancing  their  interests.  He  fanned  with  his  brother,  Silas,  until 

1896,  from  which  year  nnlil  n)o^  he  rciii:iinctl  on  the  liotiio  fami  and  rented 
land  and  farmed  for  himself.  In  1903  he  bought  ihe  half  interest  of  James 
Barr  in  the  flouring  mills  at  Waterloo,  the  other  half  interest  being  owned 
by  his  brother,  <  leorge.  After  one  and  a  half  years  the  subject  rented  his 
brother's  halt  uiierest  in  the  mill  and  in  1907  bought  the  interest,  being  now 
the  sole  owner  of  .this  enterprise.  About  1907  Mr.  Xodine  added  the  coal 
business  to  his  intlling  interests  and  does  a  large  business  in  that  line.  His 
mill  has  a  daily  capacity  of  sixty  barrels  and  is  well  equipped  for  the  produc- 
tion of  high  grade  flour  and  allied  products.  In  1909  Mr.  Nodine  bmight 
a  mill  at  Jamestown  in  the  northern  part  of  Steuben  county,  a  sixty  Iwrrel 
mill  that  was  njieratid  b\  water  p.mer  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  (Icorge.  Uv  has 
iiet  i)  -iuie»ful  in  overytliing  he  has  undertaken  and  because  t)f  his  persistent 
effort.  S'Hind  Judgnu'nl  and  wise  (liscrimiiiati* 'U  in  Ins  business  affairs,  he  lias 
well  merited  the  pro-i^riiy  which  he  now  enjoys. 

In  1896  William  J.  Nudine  was  united  in  nuirringe  with  Addie  A. 
l)]au.ser,  who  was  born  in  Lafayette  township,  Allen  county,  Indiana,  the 
daughter  of  Noah  and  Eliza  (Seaman)  Rlauscr,  the  father  a  native  of  1  air- 
field county,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  Stark  county,  that  state.  Ivliza  Sea- 
man- jKirents  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Stark  county^  Ohio,  and  were 
married.  In  an  earlv  day  Xoali  lilauser  came  to  Allen  county,  Indiana,  ajid 
the  Seaman  family  at  that  time  lived  in  Wells  county,  this  state,  and  wliere 
Eliza  and  Noah  were  married  on  August  J-,,  i.Sdo.  Both  are  still  living  in 
Lafayette  township.  Allen  coitnty,  Noalt  Blauser  being  eighty-seven  years 
of  age  and  highly  esteemed  in  his  community.  To  Noah  and  Eliza  Blauser 
were  bom  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Nodine  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth.  Eliza  Seaman  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Maria  (Bailey)  Seaman, 
her  father  being  a  son  of  John  Seaman  and  IClizabetli  (  I.<ieb  )  Seaman.  John 
Seaman  was  a  <on  if  I'lberhart  Seaman,  who  was  a  si>n  of  John  Kudwig 
Seaman.  The  Seaman  family  is  i)elie\e<l  to  have  originated  in  the  cantons 
of  .\aran.  P.erne  and  I'ri  in  .*^wit/.erlanil.  the  name  ".Seeman"  having  been 
known  in  Berne  as  early  as  1304.  John  Ludwig  Seaman  was  of  German 
blood.  Iiorn  about  1722.  and  came  to  F^hiladelphia  from  the  fatherland,  hav- 
ing sailed  from  Rotterdam  on  Octolxjr  25. 1874.  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years. 
He  settled  in  Berks  coimty,  I'ennsylvatiia,  where  he  was  prospered  in  his 
material  affairs,  leaving  at  his  death  an  estate  valued  at  about  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  He  and  his  son,  Eberhart,  were  elders  in  the  Lutheran 
church. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kodinif  have  been  born  two  children,  Mary*  £  >  ^rn 
December  i$,  1897,  and  Vera  A.,  bom  March  20»  1899.  William  J.  Nodine 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  since  1888.  having 
joined  the  order  sooi  f  cr  its  eslablishtnent  at  Waterloo.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Modem  W  oodnicn  of  America,  joining  about  1898,  and  about 
1908  he  joined  the  Knights  of  Pjthias,  and  about  1910  he  became  a  Master 
Mason. 


L.  C.  HARDING. 

I  *>r  a  number  of  years  the  subject  of  this  review  has  been  one  ot  the 
lea(hng  ui:>:iks>  men  of  lUiiIer,  DeKalb  county,  Indiana.  He  ranks  amon^ 
the  representative  citizens  of  liis  community  and  occupies  a  conspicuous 
place  in  the  commercial  world.  His  connection  with  various  lines  of  activit)*, 
involving  important  financial  and  industrial  enterprises,  has  made  htm  widely 
and  favorably  known,  and  since  engaging  in  his  present  business  his  name 
ha^  Ikcome  intimately  associated  with  commercial  trail'^acfioti-i  which  have 
i>rought  him  to  the  favorite  notice  of  the  i)nl>hc,  n<ii  only  <>i  his  ininie  li.iu- 
rommunity,  hut,  in  ever  widening  circles,  to  the  uttermost  parts  ot  the 
country. 

L.  C  Hauling  was  born  in  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  m  i<S73.  ilu  sou 
of  William  and  Mary  (Andrews;  Harding,  he  a  native  of  Steulicn  county. 
Indiana,  and  she  of  St.  Joseph  county.  Michigan.  Wllliant  and  'Mary 
Harding  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  Steuben  county.  The  father 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Fremont,  that  cotJiity.  'V  >  tlur'.i 
were  born  two  children,  Louelta  and  the  subject  of  thi>-  rcx  iew. 

The  subject  received  a  good  common  >ch«)ol  cduc:ition,  which  was 
>ii]>plenirnte<l  bv  a  course  in  a  bu-inc^^  rMl!cgc.  where  he  gained  a  --pecia! 
traniinu  for  the  lines  of  activity  wlueh  he  ioUowed  m  later  life.  CotniJlj' 
to  liiuler,  HeKalb  county,  shortly  afterward,  he  accejUed  a  pusition  in  tlwf 
T.  J.  Knisely.  Bank,  which  occupied  fiis  time  for  the  next  seven  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  Ijecame  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Butler  Company, 
afterward  becoming  president  of  this  concern. 

The  Butler  Company,  one  of  the  leading  institutions  of  its  kind  in  ih. 
state«  was  organized  in  1894.  with  a  ca]>ital  stock  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  the  following  officers:  Pre-ident.  Roscoe  IVnin- ;  secretary,  T  < 
Munger:  treasurer.  A.  (i.  Jones,  the  other  menjher  ot  the  linn  l»eing  1".  J. 
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Kmsdy.  The  factory  at  first  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bk^es  and 
windmills,  but  in  1900  the  bicycle  department  was  discontinued  and  the 
manufacture  of  buggies  taken  up.  The  business  has  had  a  steady  and  healthy 
growth  until  at  the  present  time  the  output  of  hu^j^'ies  amounts  to  over 
twenty-tive  hundred  a  year,  while  the  nunilKT  of  windmills  annually  marketed 
reaches  about  the  same  rtijure.  L^e^itk•<  these  two  lerulini:  Hup-,  tanks  and 
tank  heaters  are  al><>  m.inufaetured.  I  Ik  iiresent  orriciiN  oi  ilie  ci<iii|>any  are: 
IVesident.  L.  C  Hatthng;  \  ice-jiroident.  1).  C  .  Henry,  of  Auhurn,  .\e\v 
York;  secretary,  (icorge  A.  Powers;  tr^surer,  J.  C.  Baker.  The  board  of 
directors  consists  of  the  officers  named  atul  Sanniel  Ci.  Stotie  ami  T.  J. 
Knisely. 

h,  C.  Harding  was  married  tn  1898  to  I  Jessie  Knisely^  daughter  of 
T.  J.  Knisely,  and  to  this  union  has  been  Iiorn  one  child,  Helen  IV 

Fraternally,  the  subject  of  (his  review  is  al"(iliate<l  with  the  Knij,dits  nl 
Pythia-^.  in  which  he  has  passed  the  chairs  and  been  honored  witlt  election 
as  a  delegate  to  the  jjrand  Indpe.  and  he  nl<o  Irelonj^^s  to  the  Masonic  Iraiernily. 
in  which  he  is  a  ineniher  of  the  chapter  and  the  coniniandery. 


JACK  M.  BEAMS. 

Among  the  earnest  men  whose  enterprise  and  depth  oi  character  have 
gained  for  them  a  prcmiinent  place  in  the  community  and  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens  is  the  honored  subject  of  this  sketch.  A 
leading  b-i^^ine-  m:\n  .f  the  town  in  which  he  resides  and  a  man  of  decided 
views  and  lautlable  ambition-,  his  influence  lia>  e\er  iK'en  made  fur  the 
adxancement  ot  hi-  kind  an  !  in  the  \ocation  to  wliich  his  energies  are  devuletl 
he  ranks  anion^^  the  represcutalive  citizens  of  the  county. 

Jack  M.  lieanii  was  burn  on  Fel.ruary  10.  18(19,  and  i>  tlie  scm  of 
John  \V.  and  Alice  (Rhodes)  Beams.  John  W.  Heatns  was  born  on  April 
21,  1843,  in  Adams  coimty,  Pennsylvania,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Barbara 
D.  (Bishop)  Beams,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  ami  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  John  VV.  Beams  received  his  education  in  (lie  cmmon  schools 
of  .Mien  county,  Indiana,  to  which  locality  the  family  had  moved  in  an  early 
day.  and  wa*^  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  privinj,'  his  assistance  to  his 
father  until  eii^diteeii  vv:\r^  of  age  when,  in  iSf)j.  he  gave  evidence  of  his 
patriotic  loyalty  by  enlisting  in  G)«npany  E.  hifty-lifth  Regiment  ln(hana 


966 


DEKALB  QOXfurV,  mUtAjtA, 


Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  command  he  participated  in  many  of  t\ve 
most  hotly  contested  battles  of  that  great  struggle,  and  at  the  close  of  his 
military  service  he  received  an  honorable  discharge.  He  married  Alice 
Rhodes  in  1867,  she  being  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Rhodes,  bo^  of 
whom  were  natives  ot  Uhio.  To  this  union  were  bom  the  following  children: 
Rdwanl,  who  is  engaged  in  the  genera!  mercantile  husiucss  and  undertaking 
at  SjHiuri  \  iilr,  this  county;  Jack  -M.,  the  nnmcdiate  subject  ol  this  sketch; 
Nettie,  deceased.  Uii  CXtober  4,  18X3,  Mr.  lieanis  married  I-anuie  Milb  r  the 
dattghter  of  Abraham  S.  and  Jane  (Chamberlain)  .Miller,  the  fouiier  a  naiixc 
of  N'ew  York  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  this  union  were  bom 
the  following  children :  Walter,  deceased ;  Robert,  who  lives  with  his  parents, 
is  a  graduate  of  Butler  College  of  the  class  of  1910,  after  which  he  went  to 
\'a!|):irai>o,  Indiana,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  high  >ch(>')l  at  Siiencerville. 
John  W.  IJeanis  is  th.e  owner  oi  thirty-three  acre--  of  lain!  in  Sjiencer  tnun- 
shiiJ,  to  which  he  has  given  lii-  attention  with  gratifying  success.  He  is  a 
notary  inililic.  having  In-M  iln^  ..Hu'c  f<ir  the  last  tneKc  years.  He  is  an  old 
:ielller  of  J)eKalb  coutity  and  wcil  rciuember*  wlien  where  now  stands  the 
thriving  town  of  Si^encerville  was  nothing  but  a  wilderness.  About  thirty- 
three  years  ago  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods,  hardware  and  undertaking 
business,  and  carried  them  on  successfully  until  1900  when  he  turned  the  busi- 
ness over  to  his  sons,  who  are  still  actively  engaged  in  tliese  lines.  Pulitieallx . 
he  is  a  Repul)lican,  while,  religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  liie  Itlvani^'elical 
Lutheran  church,  hratemally.  ht-  i-  n  mt-mlK^r  of  l.odui'  Nr..  ;;(..  l"rce  and 
.Xccepted  Masons;  Lodge  No.  ^jo.  Knight-  of  Pythias,  and  lohn  (".  Kern  ''k-j 
Xo.  33t».  t_iian<l  .\rniy  of  tlu  KepiiMic.  Ik-  owns  a  beautiful  home  in  SiH'ncer 
ville.  where  he  is  now  livitig  in  <iuiet  enjoyment  of  that  rest  to  which  his 
acti\  e  years  so  richly  entitle  hini  an<J  lie  enjoys  to  a  marfcetl  degree  the  wanti 
regard  ol  his  fellows. 

Jack  M.  Beams  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  J3e- 
Kalb  county  and  in  the  Normal  University  at  Valparaiso,  this  state.  He 
then  returned  to  Spenccrville  and  Ix'rnnie  connected  with  the  mercantile  'uisi- 

which  had  been  established  h<.rc  ii.anv  years  before  by  his  fatlitr.  and 
he  IS  still  actively  connected  with  that  enterprise  which  has  been  pr<»jHrcd 
by  his  steady  efforts  and  strict  integrity  in  bu.siness  affairs.  In  1897  Mr, 
Beams  was  ap|><jinted  ix>stmaster  of  Spenccrville  by  President  McKinley  and 
has  held  ^e  office  continuously  since  that  time,  a  period  of  sixteen  years, 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  being  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  de|)ari 
tnent  and  to  the  patrons  of  the  office.  Ai^il«  from  his  official  position,  Mr. 
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Beams  has  never  held  public  office,  but  he  has  consistently  given  his  i>upport 
to  eveiy  enterprise  lookii^  to  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the  com^ 
munity  in  which  he  resides.  Politically,  he  is  an  earnest  Republican.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  I^thias  and  the  Free  and  Accepted 

Masons,  in  the  latter  order  having  attained  to  the  degrees  t>f  the  Scottish 
Rite  and  holdinir  membership  in  the  consistory  at  Fort  Wayne.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

On  February  14,  1889,  Mr.  Beams  married  1  fattie  Shjiti,  (!:n>^lucr  01 
George  and  Mary  (IIoud<)  Shutt,  tjie  former  a  well  kuu^sn  larmer  in  this 
county.  He  and  his  wife  came  from  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  DeKalb  county,  where  th^  have  continuously  since 
maintained  their  residence.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beams  have  been  born  two 
children,  Agnes,  deceased,  and  Arg\  le,  who  at  present  is  preparing  himself 
for  the  practice  of  medicine.  Mr.  Beams  is  a  man  of  commendable  enter- 
prise who  takes  pride  in  his  busines":  affairs  and  in  the  farthfid  and  honest 
dischav;^c'  of  hi?  ofticial  duties.  Personally.  Ik-  cniov;  a  high  degree  of 
popularity  in  the  conmnmity.  possessing  as  he  docs  the  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  that  retain  warm  friendship.  * 


CHRISTIAN  C.  BUSS. 

Specific  mention  is  made  of  many  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  DeKalb 
county  within  the  pages  of  this  work,  citizens  who  have  figured  in  the  grmvth 

and  development  of  this  favored  locality  and  w  hose  interests  Ii;t\  c  been  identi- 
fied with  its  every  phase  of  progress,  each  cfmtributing  in  its  sphere  of  action, 
to  the  well-being  of  the  romninnity  in  which  he  resiilc-  and  1  >  the  adxnnce- 
ment  of  its  normal  and  iegiliniati-  L^r^wtli.  Among  ihis  nuniiier  is  he  uhose 
name  appears  above,  peculiar  interest  aiiacinng  tu  his  career  from  the  faci  that 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent  within  the  Iwnlers  of  this  county. 

Christian  C  Buss  was  bom  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  June  2,  1844.  the 
son  of  Christian  and  Margaret  (Staley)  Buss,  natives  of  Switzerland,  who 
were  married  after  coming  to  Ohio.  In  1843  they  came  to  DeKalb  county, 
and  settled  in  Richland  township,  entering  government  lan<I.  The  deed  for 
this  entry  was  signed  by  Pu-idrnt  Pr>Ik  Here  they  spent  their  lives,  endur- 
ing .all  the  hardships  of  piitiu-rr  !m\.  and  I  r.fh  dtcfl  on  the  home  farm.  To 
them  were  bom  twelve  children:  Sophia.  (  iuistian  C.  Sanmel.  Margaret, 
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deccisedt  Henry,  deceased,  Mary,  Clara,  Ida,  deceased,  and  four  who  died 
in  infancy. 

The  subject  was  educated  in  the  comtnon  schods  uf  DeKalb  county,  and 
after  completing  the  course  he  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business,  first  for  four 

years  at  Anhurn  anrl  then  for  some  time  in  the  northern  part  of  Of  Kail)  coiTnty 
Sul>se<juently  he  took  np  farmintf.  in  which  vocation  he  ha-  achu-.cd  marked 
success,  now  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  splendid  land  in  kich- 
iand  township. 

In  1866  Christian  Buss  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock  with 
Elizabeth  Park,  daughter  of  Williain  and  Barbara  (Warner)  Park,  who  came 
from  Maryland  to  Ohio,  and  then  to  Allen  coujUv.  Indiana,  after  which  the> 
moved  to  DeKall)  county  and  l<x~alcd  in  Kidiland  township,  being  aniotig  the 
early  settlers  in  (hat  county,  where  they  •^[xnt  (It  rftnainder  of  their  days. 

To  the  suljject  an<l  wife  have  lieen  Ixirii  nine  ciiiidren  .  Kda  (  deceased  }. 
William,  John.  LlcHe.  l.-<iac.  (ieorge  (deceased).  Churlo.  Ahnella  and  Jeffer- 
son. Early  in  the  history  of  tlie  ciiunty  the  subject  rendered  splendid  service  to 
his-  fellow  citizens  as  a  member  of  the  town  Innrcl.  He  is  a  niemlier  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  and  politically  gives  his  preference  to  the  party  of 
Thomas  Jeflfctson. 


FRAN'KLIX  MONKOh:  TllETEKS. 

The  history  of  a  cotmty  or  state,  as  well  as  tliat  of  a  nation,  is  chiefly 

a  chronicle  of  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those  wlio  have  conferred  honor  and 

dignity  upon  xK'iety.  The  w<jrld  jutlges  the  diararler  of  a  comnr.'.nity  hv 
those  of  its  representative  riti'ens  and  yields  it>  tributes  of  ailmiralion  an<i 
respect  to  those  whose  works  and  actions  constitute  the  record  of  a  state  s 
pr.opcniy  and  iiri<le.  Among  the  prointneiU  citizens  of  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  w  ho  are  w  eli  known  because  of 'their  successful  lives  and  the  up- 
right character  the\  have  borne,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above. 

Franklin  Monroe  Teeters  was  bom  January  12,  1859,  on  section  35. 
Keyser  township,  two  and  one-fourth  miles  \\  est  of  Auburn.  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  on  the  "Id  Washington  Teeters  place,  the  son  of  Washington  an<l 
Ethalinda  E.  (Cupp)  Teeters.  The  father  and  mother  were  born  in  Stark 
couiilv.  t^hio,  the  father  coming  to  .\uhurn  April  i,  rB^o,  and  w.  .rkmL;  at 
his  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  for  a  time,  tiien  purchasing  one  hundred 
and  twent)  acres  of  land,  hut  one  acre  of  which  was  cleared.  After  aoquir- 
iug  his  farm,  the  subject's  father  was  married  and  here  he  and  his  wife 
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lived  until  his  death  on  September  1,  1885;  his  widow  still  lives  at  Auburn, 
now  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  Washington  Teeters  was  a  Democrat  and 
.  be  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Pred>yterian  church.  To  them  were  bom 

seven  children,  namely:  Franklin,  Samuel  S.,  Josiah  C,  Anna  E.,  Isaac  S., 
Lydia  B.  and  Man'  S. 

Franklin  Monroe  Teeters  acquired  such  cnrly  t  ducation  as  \va«:  affordid 
I)y  the  district  schools  of  his  commnnitv,  the  family  taking  a  great  interest 
m  educational  matters  and  five  members,  becoming  icaclicrs,  Samuel.  Josiah, 
Lydia.  Anna  and  Mary.  Satntiel,  after  teaching  two  years  was  taken  into  the 
J.  L.  Davis'  Banking  Conipany  for  a  few  years.  He  then  took  up  the  hard- 
ware business  and  for  seventeen  years  followed  that  calling.  He  then  bought 
a  farm  of  three  hundred  sixty-eight  acres  in  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  and. 
with  his  family,  removed  to  that  place.  I  vdia  is  now  teaching  in  Auhurii; 
Josiah  was  profc'^^or  of  tiiathcmatics  at  r>crca.  Kcntnck\ ,  mu!  at  Aiihurn. 
but  ncnv  has  retired  from  jwdagogical  i)ur>uits  and  is  a  ranciimaii  al  Wciscr. 
Idaho.  Ml  hut  thret'  xcars  of  Mr  'Icftcrs'  life  has  been  s|ienl  -.ii  the  old 
home  farm,  tliat  .-h<trt  |>eriod  covering  his  connection  with  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  as  a  bridge  and  elevator  ccmstructor. 

On  March  27,  1890,  Mr.  Teeters  was  united  in  the  ho\y  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  Amanda  T.  Ober,  daughter  of  Levi  S.  and  Elizabeth  Ober,  who 
came  from  Bedfortl  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  I^eKalb  county.  Indiana,  in 
March,  iS/16.  settling  in  Hutler  townshi;i,  w  here  they  secured  land  and  spent 
thr  rc-t  (if  their  lives.  Mrs.  Teeters'  fatlur  dyint^  on  Decetiiber  5.  1913,  and 
the  mother  on  May  5,  i<>05.  They  were  !iieml)er«  <vf  tlie  Dunkard  church 
and  he  was  a  strong  Republican.  1  lie\  wcie  the  paiein.N  of  eight  children: 
,  Sabina,  Anna  (deceased),  David.  Mrs.  Teeters.  Ida,  Perry,  Etta  L.  and  John 
Arthur. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Teeters  have  been  born  eight  children,  Ida  E.,  Mary 
E.,  Ruth  B.,  Ethalinda  B.,  Esther  P.,  Washington  O.,  Anna  S.  and  Levi  .M. 

Since  March,  1890.  Mr.  'feeter-;  has  hati  charge  of  the  i>ld  home  place, 
he  l  iiiig  the  owner  of  one  hmnlred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  there.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  this  are  under  a  h'v^h  state  of  oii!t;\aiii.n.  general 
faninng  and  dairyitig  being  engaged  in,  Uiodern  methods  it>cd  in  all-  llu 
farm  operations  having  made  the  farm  a  most  productive  and  valuable  hoUl- 
ing. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Teeters  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  served  on  the  township  advisory  board.  He  is  a 
member  6f  the  Methodist  Epiax»pal  church. 
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P.  A.  SHURTS. 

A  itian  who  has  won  a  competence  by  working  long  and  hard  in  the. 
proper  direction  and  is  now  living  sttrrotuided  by  the.  comforts  of  life  as 
a  result  of  his  former  years  of  strenuous  endeavor,  is  P.  A.  Sliurts,  of  Con- 
cord township,  DcKalb  county,  Indiana.  He  is  one  of  the  sturdy  spirits  who 
contributed  lari^elv  to  the  inafcrinl  welfare  of  the  Inrnlitv  m  which  he  resides, 
having  been  nnr  '  f  the  leadini;  i;iriiKi>  nnd  slock  iiien  lor  many  years, 
and  as  a  citizen  iie  has  always  been  pubhc  spirited  and  pn^grcssive  in  all  iliat 
the  tenn  implies. 

P.  A.  Shtirts  was  bom  on  April  6»  in  Spcncerville,  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  the  son  of  George  and  Martha  £.  (Miller)  Shurts,  natives  of  Ohio. 
These  parents  had  the  following  children:  Mrs.  Samantha  Kimes.  who  died 
in  1908;  Uriali,  who  died  in  March.  1913:  Mrs.  Emily  Woodcocks,  of 
St.  Joe.  this  coimfv ,  John,  of  C  liicaiLjo ;  I'.  A  the  immediate  siibicot  oi 
this  sketch;  ,\Irs.  liatiie  U  ( 'i'!'>crs»on,  of  Auburn,  this  county,  and  George 
T.,  who  lives  in  ("olumbu:,,  ( )hio.  I 

1'.  A.  Shurts  .secured  hi^j  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  ! 
local  it)-  and  Auburn  and  was  reared  to  manhood  mainly  in  the  home  of 
William  Phillips,  his  own  father  having  died  when  the  suliject  was  but  four 
years  of  age.    He  did  not  need  his  father's  attention,  however,  as  Mr.  i 
Phillips  gave  the  hul  all  the  love  and  protection  tiiat  his  own  father  would  i 
have  done  and  Mr.  Shurts  retains  a  very  warm  afftction  for  Mr.  I'hilli|)>. 
renicnihcriiii^  v,  it!i  Lrrnt'tiidc  ihe  efforts  in  his  behall'.    .\t  the        i->\  tweiiTy- 
lour  year.-.  Mi.  Shin  Is  tuuk  U|)  the  vocation  of  teaching  aiul  ua?>  thn>  en- 
gaged for  ten  terms,  several  of  which  were  in  the  school  located  on  tlie  farm , 
that  he  now  owns.   The  farm,  which  consists  of  sixty  acres,  is  known  as  j 
Locust  Grove  farm,  named  by  Mr.  Shurts  in  190J.  and  has  for  many  years 
beieh  considered  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  productive  farms  in  Concord  j 
township.    Mr.  Shurts  has  given  careful  and  intelligent  direction  to  his  j 
efforts,  suixrvising  every  detail  of  his  farm  work,  and  his  efforts  have  lieen 
rewarded  with  abundant  returns  for  his  toil.  ■ 

<^)n  June  8,  1873.  Mr.  Shurts  was  married  to  M;i^i^k-  M  Hovlr.  daugh- 
ti  I  ot  Jonathan  and  Susan  Boyle,  and  to  this  union  were  i>orn  two  daughters.  ; 
KUa  Myrtle  and  Pearl,  the  former  of  whom  died  in  early  childhood.  Mrs. 
Shurts  was  bom  in  Concord  township,  this  county,  on  March  i,  185J.  and 
died  on  July  9,  1913.  in  the  sixty-second  year  of  her  age.  Early  in  life  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  diurch  at  Spencerville,  but  after 
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her  marriage  she  united  with  ihc  Concord  Mc*th(xiist  I'n^tcstant  church. 
She  was  a  true  Christian,  faiihtul  wile  anU  a  loving  mother  and  her  death 
teft  a  void  in  the  coimmtiiity  which  cannot  be  filled.  Personally,  Mr.  Shurts 
is  a  very  ccmgenial  gentleman,  always  ready  to  assist  in  any  worthy  cause 
looking  to  the  betterment  of  his  community  and  he  has  a  host  of  friends 
throughout  the  county  who  esteem  him  for  his  high  character  and  genuine 
personal  worth.  Politically,  he  is  a  party  Prohibitionist,  being  the  first  to 
endorse  that  movement  in  Concord  township  in  1884. 


ALLEN  WOLF, 

The  t(»ll.i.\mL;  1-  ;i  )>rict  review  <>i  tlie  hi'c  of  one  who,  )>y  iKivc  atten- 
tion to  business,  has  achieved  success  in  the  world  s  affairs  and  lias  risen  to 
an  honorable  position  among  the  enterprising  men  of  the  county  with  which 
his  interests  are  identified.  It  is  a  plain  record,  rendered  remarkable  by  no 
strange  and  mysterious  adventure,  no  wonderful  and  lucky  accident  and  no 
tragic  situation.  Mr.  Wolf  is  one  of  those  estimable  characters  whose  in- 
tejjrity  and  strong  personality  nui-.t  force  them  into  an  adniirahle  notoriety, 
which  Uuir  modesty  never  seeks,  who  commanrl  tlie  re^fiert  of  thv'-r  cm- 
temporaries  and  their  posterity  and  leave  the  impress  ot  tlieir  individuality 
u}K»ii  the  age  in  which  they  live. 

Allen  Wolf  was  lx>m  August  15.  2860,  on  the  paternal  homestead  in 
Franklin  township,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Walter)  Wolf. 
The  father  was  bom  November  33,  1808,  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and 
died  l>cceraber  20,  1883.  The  mother  was  bom  January  30,  1820,  in  Union 
c«)unty.  Pennsylvania,  iml  died  January  17.  n;oj.  These  parents  came  from 
.Ashland  county,  Ohio,  to  Indiana,  in  the  year  1850,  being  among  the  vcrj- 
earliest  settlers.  The  subject's  parents  settled  in  I'ranklin  township,  near 
I'Vanklin  Center,  at  which  time  they  were  in  very  nnxlerate  hnancial  circum- 
stances, having  but  little  ready  money.  Here  tiie  subject's  father  cleared  his 
homestead  entirely  by  his  own  efforts.  To  the  subject's  parents  were  bom 
eight  children,  namely :  Mrs.  Melinda  Myers,  of  Waterloo :  Mrs.  Amanda 
Myers,  of  Goshen,  deceased;  Andrew,  also  deceased:  Mrs.  Lucinda  Hen- 
dricks, of  White  Pigeon.  Michigan:  Mrs.  Matilda  Rohrbaugh.  of  near  But- 
ler; Samuel,  Allen  and  William,  of  Franklin  townshifv 

The  subject  was  reared  under  the  paternal  roof  and  received  his  edu- 
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ditkm,  which  is  somewhat  limited,  at  the  public  schools  of  Frmklin  Centtr. 
He  has  spent  practically  his  entire  life  in  Franklin  township,  having  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-four  years  of  age.    Soon  after  his  marriage 

Mr.  Wolf  nu»\t<l  (Hito  his  father-in-law's  farm,  near  his  present  ItKation. 
Init  nine  years  later  nioved  to  Auburn,  wliere.  tluriitq  the  follfiwin^  five  years, 
he  was  cni])l<)ye<l  l)y  the  \\  al  ash  railroad.  At  the  eiul  ot  tliai  tune  he  came 
to  his  present  line  farm,  uiiich  is  lacaleU  in  I'ranklin  township,  and  to  which 
he  has  given  his  undivided  attention  since.  He  has  made  many  substantial 
improvements.  luiving  retniilt  the  comft>rtabIe  and  attractive  resilience,  erect- 
ing the  large  and  commodious  bam  and  other  necessary  outbuildings.  The 
j'li  ^i  u!  appearaiicf  of  the  place  reflects  j^reat  credit  on  the  owner.  Mr.  Wolf 
gives  his  attention  to  the  raisinjj;  of  f^eneral  crops  and  also  to  the  breeding 
and  taisinfj  ol'  li\f  slock,  in  which  he  is  very  successful. 

( )n  jaimarx  17.  1SS4.  Mr.  Woli  married  I'hila  (.lark,  who  ua>  Norn 
October  16,  uSi)^,  in  Franklin  townsliip,  DeKalb  county,  and  whom  ho  had 
known  from  cbildhiKKl.  She  is  tlie  youngest  daughter  of  John  X.  and  Wary 
Magdatena  (Hammond)  Clark,  who  came  to  DeKalb  county  in  frcMti 
Stark  county.  Ohio,  where  the  mother  was  bom  September  14.  1822.  Her 
father.  wh<i  was  liorn  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  Ma\  -'5.  182J.  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  father  haviuij  cros-e<!  the  .\llantic  ocean  at  the  earlv 
at^e  of  two  years.  Mr.  ("lark  entered  eighty  acres  of  ian  !  in  IVanklin  town- 
ship, which  at  thai  time  was  den-<el\  co\ercd  with  nafiw  i^lrest  tree^.  lor 
this  land  he  paid  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  a  tpiarter  ]>er  acrt-  and  this  m'>ney 
he  borrowed  of  old  "Uncle  Jimmy"  Matson,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
commimity  an<I  well  kni>wn  throughout  this  jKxrt  of  the  state  for  his  charit- 
able work  among  the  new  settlers,  ilr.  Clark,  by  the  help  of  his  noble  wife, 
cleared  their  land  and  at  the  time  of  their  death  were  the  possessors  of  tw.> 
hundred  acre^  of  fine  farminj;  land.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowin-;  children  besides  Mr^.  \\  r>lf:  Levi  (_'lark ;  Mrs.  Olive  Rohm,  of 
l'"ranklin  ttn\ii-liip.  Mr-.  .Maltie  (  )lierliii.  u{  C  1 'Idw ater.  Michi,i;:in;  aKo  an 
a«lnpl»,d  .M'U.  John  C  lark,  Jr.,  who  owne.>.  and  operates  a  part  of  the  oKl 
Gark  honistead  in  Franklin  township.  The  names  of  the  deceased  sisters  oi 
Mrs.  Wolf  are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Susan  VanWagner.  Mr^.  Joan  Gurtner 
iMrs.  Fietta  Clark,  Phiana  and  Irene.  The  father  died  May  J5.  1905.  and 
the  mother  .01  December  i.  iSSS.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  have  one  .son.  P.  Carl 
Wolf,  who  was  iKtru  SeptemlKr  jS.  i  y.  1 '  in  .\uliuru.  Indiana.  lie  wa^^  mar- 
ried June  20.  t()i2.  t<i  Alice  Kmnia  Uo.stwick.  of  IMroit.  Michigan.   At  pres- 
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ent  he  ig  employed  as  a  locomotive  firenuin  on  the  \\  abush  railroad  at  De- 
troit 

Politically,  Mr.  Wolf  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
but  has  never  been  an  oflSce  seeker.  Fraternally,  he  has  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  been  an  active  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fdlows  in 

Hamilton.  Person  illy.  Mr.  W  olf  is  a  most  affable  {gentleman.  <>f  hone.'^l  con- 
victions and  sinoTt  |*uri)ose,  his  iijirij^'ht  life  and  wholes' mu'  mom!  influence 
making  him  popular  throughout  the  locality  in  which  he  is  so  widely  known 
and  in  which  practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent.  His  wife  is  also  u 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  RelKkah  aitd  an  ardent  worker  in  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  and  is  noted  for  her  ctiaritable  work  in  the 
comnumity  where  they  live.  Together  they  have  made  for  themselves  a  suc- 
cessful life. 


REKI)  1-.  PLACK. 

I  he  suhjecl  of  this  sketcli  i-  one  of  ihc  «-ir^>^tanliat  and  well  known 
ag^iculturi^ts  of  Spenrcr  township.  |)eKall»  louiUy.  Indi ma.  In-ini,'  rcfjardetl 
as  one  of  the  leadin;.;  fanner-  of  iliis  localily.  his  tine  f  ir-tn  repre>entin;4^  much 
liard  labor,  but  the  suhject  is  ri  man  of  well  known  eueri;}  an<l  <lelerniina(ion 
in  business  affairs.  Unlolence  antl  i<llene<s  .nc  entirely  foreign  tt>  his  nature, 
and  his  continued  activity  in  the  munagement  and  development  of  this  prop- 
erty has  made  his  one  of  the  valuable  faniis  in  this  county. 

Reed  F.  Place  was  fx)m  in  Bmdford  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  Septem- 
lier  30,  iftfij.  and  i-  t^i-  son  of  James  M.  and  Lucrctia  (Millei  1  Place,  who 
also  were  natives  of  the  old  Keystone  state.  F.\eutiially  they  left  their 
homes  there  and  moved  to  Oliio.  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  which  vocation  be  followed  for  many  year-, 
hni  eventually  took  up  farminj;  in  Oiiio.  Thex  were  ibc  parents  of  seven 
children.  Orris.  Delia,  Reed  S.,  George,  Mary.  James  and  Louie. 

Reed  1*.  Place  was  reare<l  under  the  parental  roof  in  his  ^Pennsylvania 
home  and  received  his  education  in  tlic  itimmon  schools  of  that  state.  I-le  has 
followed  ngricultund  pursuits  throujLjbout  his  active  life  an<l  has  met  with 
well  deserved  success.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Ohio, 
wlure  he  remained  until  H)Oj,  when  he  came  to  DeKalb  rotnUy  and  boncrht 
the  Hue  fann  of  one  hmidml  and  four  acre-  in  .S|H.'iicer  tounshi]).  wliu  li  In- 
now  owns  and  to  ilte  operation  of  which  he  is  devotinj;  bis  entire  attention. 
He  has  been  deservedly  successful,  for  he  has  faithfully  gi\  en  the  most  intel* 
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Hgent  direction  to  his  efforts  and  h  today  considered  one  ol  the  up-to-date 

and  progressive  fanncis  of  the  community.  He  docs  not  confine  himself  to 
any  si)ecial  line.  Init  carries  on  j^eneral  f;irnn'fi!4  Jm*'  >l<H-k  raising,  finding 
that  the  combination  of  t'nc-^e  two  Itne'^  affords  the  best  chances  of  sticcesstul 
results.  lie  ha^;  made  iiiany  permanent  .and  substantial  improvenicnt>  on 
his  tarui,  which  iiave  ir.creasetl  its  value  and  made  it  one  ot  ihc  gooil  farnis 
of  Spencer  township. 

In  1886  Mr.  Place  married  Delia  Berrington,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Martha  Ann  (Johns4>n)  Berrington.  wlio  were  natives  of  Ohio,  from 
which  .-'tate  they  came  to  DeKalh  county,  where  thev  re>ide.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J'lace  have  liecn  Ijorn  .six  children,  licrtlia.  Alva,  Mervin.  (ilaflys.  Cilcnn 
and  koscoe. 

i Vilitically.  .Mr.  I'lace  .^ives  his  allet,'iance  lo  iiie  l)em<Kratic  ]»art\.  1h'- 
lie\  iny  the  pohcie.-»  einl>»»died  in  the  platform  <ii'  that  partv  to  Ik.'  the  Ijcst 
adapted  to  the  ncctls  of  the  American  pcoitle.  Kdij.jioU'-h .  he  is  a  nicniWr 
and  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Christian  church,  to  the  support  of  which  he 
•contributes  of  his  inean*^.  Mr.  Place  has  always  Ivcn  a  farmer  and  is  rc- 
I^Mrded  by  his  neighbors  as  one  of  the  lu  st  in  ilu-  toun-'hip.  kcc-pinij  his  place 
well  improved  an<l  iiiuK  r  high  stale  of  cultivation.  What  he  has  n>  t  in 
p]i>lu'il  shows  tiia>  lie  lia^  l>een  a  man  of  timisnal  liusiness  ability  and  ha- 
exercised  rare  iinidiu'--  n\  'wuli^nwul  in  all  his  (ran-action-.  rjii»ut;li  ii>it 
by  any  means  a  life  loii-^  resident  of  the  lin:;ility,  he  ha->  already  atlaine»l  i<' 
a  marked  degree  of  |)opularity  and  is  nunitjcred  among  the  jiromincnt  men 
of  his  community,  for  he  has  ant  ordered  his  life  as  to  merit  the  high  regard 
and  confidence  of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him. 


BENJAMIN  F.  HAWVRR. 

Among  tliosf  persons  who  have,  by  virtue  of  tlieir  >tronj;  iudi\  i<i«al 
qualities,  carnetl  their  way  to  a  high  standing  in  the  estimation  of  their 
fellow  citizens,  having  In  -beer  force  of  character  rmd  per-^i'^tenrv  won  their 
wav  from  an  humble  beginnnig  to  a  place  of  iiiliiu  iu  c  and  pr«.niuneace  in  the 
community  where  the\  arc  active  in  industrial  aliairs,  the  subject  of  lhi^ 
sketch  is  entitled  to  special  mention  in  a  volume  of  this  charactei-. 

Benjamin  F.  Hawver  is  a  native  of  DeKalb  county,  having  been  bom 
in  Butler  township,  on  October  17,  1867,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  (Stude< 
baker)  Hawver,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
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Samuel  Hawver  came  from  Maryland  to  Ohio  in  August,  1849,  and  after 
his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  the  latter  state,  he  came  to  DeKalb  county, 

Indiana,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  .settling  in  Butler  township,  where  he  remained 
during  the  l)alance  of  his  life.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade  in  Ohio,  hut  after 
coming  to  Indiana  he  devoted  himself  to  agriculturril  ])itrMiit>  To  him  and 
his  wile  were  born  fourteen  children,  nil  dying  in  niiancy  except  live  who 
grew  to  maijhi»<>d  and  woiuaniimjd,  uanicly :  Mr.s.  Laura  Singrey,  of  Fort 
Wayne;  Merritt,  deceased;  Samuel,  Benjamin  and  Wilbur  Hawver,  of  La 
Otto  postoffice,  residing  in  Butler  township,  DeKalb  county.  Mrs.  and  Mrs. 
Hawver  are  both  now  deceased. 

Benjamin  F.  Hawver  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  during 
his  youth  was  given  the  oi)i)ortunity  of  attendance  at  the  common  schools. 
After  comptetinj^  the  grades  he  attended  the  hort  Wayne  T^usine«  College, 
where  he  <^ainir!  ;i  practical  knowledge  of  business  methods  and  tin  11  «  n^aged 
in  farming,  uhicii  he  has  made  ins  life  pursuit  and  in  which  lie  has  met 
with  well  tlc^cr\cd  success.  IJc  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
acres  of  well  iinprove<l  land  in  Hutler  townshiji,  to  which  he  has  given  thought- 
ful and  intelligent  attention,  so  that  his  labors  have  been  rewarded  with  a 
high  measure  of  success.  The  attractive  and  well  furnished  residence,  large 
and  well  arranged  batns  with  silo,  good  fences,  well  tilled  fields  and  other 
important  items  of  ;m  t!j>  I0 date  farm,  coinincc  the  i).-i--crb\  tlial  the  owner 
is  a  man  of  good  iudgmeiu  and  >ound  discrimination  in  his  nittlind-,  the 
reputation  which  Mr.  Hawver  has  borne  for  many  years  in  the  community 
which  has  been  honore<l  by  his  citizenship.  Among  the  up-to-date  features 
of  Mr.  llau\cr  >  -ami  e.-t:^I»li^huKlU  are  rural  njail  delivery  at  his  (lcx»r, 
telephone  service,  and  a  large  touring  car,  all  of  which  go  to  make  fa^n  life 
a  joy  and  blessing,  rather  than  a  life  of  toil  and  hardships. 

On  January  2,  1890.  .Mr,  Hawver  married  .Audree  1 ..  1  air»  the  daughter 
of  \\'illiam  and  Adeline  1  Mood \  )  hair.  She  was  one  of  the  first  graduates 
from  the  Butler  to\vti-;hip  schools  antl  afterwards  wa>  a  successful  teacher. 
She  is  a  rcpresemaiive  of  old  pioneer  ^lock  in  thi>  conntv.  the  Fair  family 
having  bf<"Ti  one  of  the  fir-^l  to  locate  in  the  wilderness  in  I  k-Kalli  county.  An 
Indian  trail  kd  past  their  cabin  door,  and  not  infrequently  the  dusky  red 
men  would  stop  for  milk  to  drink,  showing  their  strings  of  scalps.  How- 
ever, they  never  harmed  the  white  settlers,  who  had  been  kind  to  them.  Bar- 
bara Fair  was  the  first  white  child  bom  in  DcKall*  coimty,  her  birth  occurring 
in  October,  1836.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawver  have  been  born  two  children. 
Don.  who  has  completed  the  grade  work  in  the  common  schools,  was  a  grad- 
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iiate  with  the  class  of  '13  of  the  Garrett  high  school.   He  and  his  sister. 

Thelma,  are  at  present  at  home  with  tlieir  parents. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Hawver  gives  his  support  to  the  Methodist  Epicopal 

church,  of  which  he  has  been  n  member  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  which 
he  take?  rin  active  and  efifeclual  interest.  Politically,  he  gives  a  stanch  ^v.jy- 
port  to  tile  Kepublican  party,  thitiij4li  lie  has  never  been  an  aspirant  <>r  ><.i  kcr 
after  public  office.  A  man  of  strong  mentality  and  steady  habits,  he  lias  won 
a  warm  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  entire  comrminity  in  which  he  lives,  and 
is  properly  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of  Butler  township. 


FRANKLIN  I'lERCK  SKlLliR. 

Welt  directed  efforts  in  the  practical  affairs  of  life  and  his  capable 

management  of  his  business  affairs  have  brought  well  deserved  prospcriix 
to  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  thi.•^  paragraph,  and  his  career  forcibly 
demonstrates  what  may  be  accomplished  liy  nny  ntr.n  ot  energy  antl  auiln- 
tion  \\li>)  111 >l  afraid  to  work  and  has  tin-  iKr-r\crance  to  continue  tii> 
labors  in  the  face  of  any  discouragements  whicii  may  seem  to  arise.  In  all 
the  relations  of  life  he  has  commanded  the  respect  and  conlidencc  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought,  into  contact  an<l  a  biographical  histor)- 
of  this  locality  would  need  to  contain  his  record  should  it  profess  to  be  com- 
plete. 

Franklin  Pierce  Seiler  \va-  Ii<in>  October  11.  in  West  Lebaii"ii. 

Wavne  county,  (^hio.  the  son  01  ji>ln«  :uul  !-ucelta  Seiler.  and.  with  hi- 
liarents,  came  to  I'airlield  tiuvnsliip.  Deisall)  county.  Indiana,  in  the  spring  of 
1S64,  loealiiig  on  a  farm  in  the  dense  timber.  Accpiiring  a  good  rudimentary 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  those  days,  the  subject  of  this  review 
took  up  pedagogical  work  and  for  twenty  years  was  a  teacher  in  the  schnols 
of  this  county,  establishing  a  splendid  reputation  as  an  educator  and  shou'ingi 
a  knowledge  of  improved  methods  in  school  work  far  ahead  >>{  the  tinle^. 
In  1880  Mr.  Seiler  couipleted  a  commercial  course  at  Eastman's  Business 
College  at  Poughkeepsie.  New  York,  a  training  which  .stootl  him  in  good  stead 
in  his  later  hii'?iness  career. 

On  OctolxT  7.  1887.  Mr.  Seiler  was  united  in  n>arriage  to  Mino  I. 
Andrews,  of  Ncwville  township,  DcKalb  county,  and  this  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children :  Paul  Waldo  graduated  from  the  Atibum 
high  school  and  is  now  employed  as  a  traveling' auditor  for  the  Ford  Auto- 
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mol>ilc  L\>nn>aiiy.  oi  Detroit;  JJoiiiiic  coinijlcicnl  her  lii!,'h  scIi'kiI  and  prepara- 
tory college  work,  and  is  now  teaching  in  Uie  Auburn  schools. 

2d  Z898  Mr.  Seller  was  elected  auditor  of  DeKalb  county  and  served  in 
that  responsible  position  for  four  y«irs,  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
that  office  winning  for  him  the  warm  commendation  of  the  citizens  of  the 
count}.  re,i,'ardles>  oi  ])o1itical  affiliations,  the  many  businesslike  niiethods 
wliich  he  introduced  effecting  a  great  saving  in  the  expense  of  tlie  ofhcr. 
lu  llie  graliluri'.:' m  of  the  tax  payers.  .\t  the  close  of  Mr  Seiler  s  term 
of  oHice  he  remained  in  Auburn,  engaging  in  the  real  estate,  loan,  insurance 
and  abstracting  l)usiiicss,  having  built  up  a  splendid  busines.s.  The  scope 
of  the  subject's  operations  may  be  understood  when  it  is  known  that  he 
buys,  sells  and  exchanges  farm  lands  of  all  kinds,  wild  lands,  irrigated  and 
virgin  timber  lands,  stock  ranches,  city  property,  mills,  hotels,  stocks  of  mer- 
chandise, and  also  is  largdy  interested  in  colonization  projects  and  co-opera- 
tive real  estate. 

Mr.  Seiler  an<l  his  faniih  are  meml>ers  of  tiie  Methmlist  Episcopal 
church,  to  whicli  thev  gi\e  a  loyal  and  earnest  support.  Politically.  hi> 
allegiance  to  the  ])riiuiples  and  practices  01  the  Democratic  party  lias  never 
been  ((ucsti<jncd.  and  his  activity  in  behalf  of  this  party  has  contributed  largely 
to  its  prosperity  in  the  community. 


WILLIAM  CLAYTON  KETTERING. 

The  record  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  article  contains 
no  exciting  chapter  of  tragic  events,  but  is  rq>lete  with  well  defined  purposes 

which,  carried  to  successful  issue,  have  won  for  him  an  influential  place  in 
business  circles  and  high  personal  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens.  His 
life  work  lias  been  one  of  unceasmg  industry  and  perseverance  anil  the  sys- 
tematic and  honorable  methods  which  he  has  ever  I'oUowed  have  resulted 
not  only  in  gaiiiing  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings, 
but  also  in  the  building  up  of  a  large  and  profitable  business. 

William  Oayton  Kettering,  one  of  the  public  spirited  citiz«is  and  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Auburn,  was  bom  in  Steuben  township,  Steuben 
county,  Indiana,  on  August  5,  1874,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Moses  and  Eliza 
(Henderson)  Kettering  Mn!?es  Kettering  was  horn  in  Wayne  county.  Ohio, 
and  was  a  son  of  Philip  Kettering.  In  young  manhood  he  went  to  Anamosa. 
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Iowa,  where  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Iowa  Volunteer  InCantry,  and  was 
engaged  in  service  in  the  Southland  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Dondaon,  the  campaign  in  Tennessee,  on  Sherman's  march  to 
the  sea,  including  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  South* 

ern  campaipfns  he  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  the  greatest 
military  paycant  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  then  received  his  honorable 
(liM  har^'c.  He  had  a  sister  living  near  Kendalh  ilk-,  Indiana,  and  coming  to 
that  place  he  accepted  employment  in  a  shoe  sture.  W  hilc  tlici  c  he  married  a 
Miss  Haughey  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  settling  on  a  tract  oi  iaud 
m  Steuben  township.  She  died  and  he  after\yards  married  Eliza  Henderson, 
who  was  then  living  in  the  northern  part  of  Lagrange  county,  this  state,  her 
Inrth  having  occurred  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio.  After  his  marriage  Moses  Ket- 
tering continued  his  farming  operations  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Strnl  eti  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  rcn rained  on  the  home  farm 
there  untd  t\vf'n(\  vi-ar';  of  aj^c.  receivinff  his  cdnration  in  the  public  schools, 
gra<hiating  from  the  high  schui*l  at  I'Ua-aiu  Lakiv  At  the  age  mentioned 
he  went  to  Ashley  and  during  the  toliowmg  three  yeais  was  employed  in 
Stoner's  drug  store.  One  summer  he  went  out  of  the  store  and  then  went 
to  Garrett  and  took  a  position  with  the  L.  W.  Stoner  drug  store  there  until 
January,  1898,  when  he  returned  to  Ashley  and  took  a  position  temporarily 
in  the  store  in  which  he  had  first  worked.  In  May  of  that  year  lie  came  iri 
Auburn  and  tack,  a  position  in  the  drug  store  of  H.  B.  MeCord.  with  whom  he 
renm!ne<l  nuie  years  and  nine  months,  He  tlien,  with  his  wife,  went  to  Okla 
hosiia  on  a  vi-it  and  after  his  return  here,  on  April  l.  Hfoi^.  he  Ixinght  the 
drui^  s[ Mn  i.\Micd  by  11.  M.  Phillips,  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Main  streets. 
Aulnun,  where  he  has  continued  in  business  ever  since.  The  location  is  a* 
good  as  can  be  found  in  Auburn  and  here  Mr.  Kettering  has  built  up  a  large 
and  constantly  increasing  trade  due  to  his  courteous  treatment  and  his  evident 
desire  to  please  his  patrons.'  He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  line  of 
drhgs.  books,  stationery,  wall  paper  and  all  other  accessories  of  an  up-to-date 
drug  store. 

On  Tunc  17,  190.^  Mr  Kctterintr  married  Leila  Warrick,  of  Atjimrn. 
\vhr>  wa«  hnnt  at  Meliniru.  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Rertha 
t  Poole  *  Warrick.  To  whom  have  been  born  two  children.  Margaret  and 
William. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Kettering  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at 
Auburn,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  master  of  exchequer  for  two  years. 
Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  cfanrch. 
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Mr.  Kettering  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  conitiierciai  and  civic  welfare  of 
liis  city  and  is  an  active  tnemtwr  of  tbe  Anboni  Commercial  Club,  one  of  the 
most  ittflaential  factors  in  the  recent  develoi»nent  of  this  locality.  Owing 
to  his  genial  disposition  and  genuine  wortii,  Mr.  Kettering  has  gained  the  un- 
reserved confidence  and  esteem  of  tfie  people  of  this  locality  and  is  deservedly 
numbered  among  Auburn's  representative  citizens. 


WILLIAM  G.  ERICK. 

In  placinji;^  the  'subject  of  this  review  hcfr)rc  the  reader  a*  one  standing 
in  the  front  rank  nf  S])C!n'cr\ine's  enter[)ri-^ini;  men  oi  affairs,  whose  in- 
fluence has  tended  to  the  upbuilding  ot  the  lucality,  simple  justice  is  done  a 
biographical  fact  recognized  throughout  the  community  hy  those  at  all  famil- 
iar with  his  history  and  cognizant  of  the  important  part  he  has  acted  in  the 
circles  with  which  he  is  identified.  His  career  presents  a  notable  example  of 
the  exercise  of  those  qualities  of  mind  and  character  which  overcome  obstacles 
and  win  success,  and  his  example  is  eminently  worthy  of  imitation  hy  tliose 
dissatisfied  with  their  i)rcscnt  attainments  who  would  aspire  to  higher  posi- 
tions of  honor  an<l  trust,  or  wider  spheres  of  usefulness 

William  (i.  h'rick  wa>  born  on  August  7,  1867,  and  !•>  the  son  of  luios 
W.  and  Sarah  C.  (Hoflfmycr)  Erick.  Enos  W.  Erick  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
•  s\  Iv  ania  who,  at  the  age  of  six  years,  was  l>rought  first  to  Huntington  county, 
Indiana,  by  his  father,  Peter  Erick,  who  was  the  third  man  to  locate  In 
Huntington  county,  where  he  followed  blacksmithin.L'  as  a  vocation.  He  was 
also  a  minister  of  the  (losj)el,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  all  his  active 
life  and  wa"?  a  preaclu  r  at  Si)enrcr\  !nc.  ihU  county,  for  ten  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  niaikcil  inlelieclual  altairunent^.  a  forceful  jniMic  speaker,  who 
cxcrlcd  a  njarked  influence  f)n  the  lives  of  all  with  whom  lie  came  in  contact. 
Enos  \\\  and  Sarah  C.  Erick  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely: 
One  who  died  in  infancy;  Sylvester  G.,  who  died  in  Oklahoma;  Beeks,  who 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Spencerville,  but 
now  resides  at  Fort  Wayne :  Ethel,  deceased :  Ltbbie  B. ;  Dea,  who  was  acci- 
dentally killed,  and  William  G. 

William  G.  Erick  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Middlebury,  Indiana,  completing  his  studies  in  the  hi^h  scliooj  there  He 
then  went  to  \\  hite  Pigeon.  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
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liu>iiK's>.  ill  wliicli  In-  c >iiliinu\l  i<.r  (our  wars,  rcluiniii};  at  ihc  end  nt  that 
time  to  Sp<!'JKcr\  illc,  u  Ikti-  l'«ir  a  \\  h\W  lu-  u  a>  i-niulovcd  1>\  his  l)r<  (tiler's  in 
their  store.  Cioing  then  to  Xcw  i'ari>.  Indiana.  Ik-  carrietl  on  a  general  store 
there  for  about  eighteen  months  and  then  retnmed  to  Spencervil2e.  but  suuii 
afterwards  went  to  HamUton,  this  state,  where  for  a  year  he  also  conducted  a 
mercaiuile  l)n>iness  awl  then  reir.nied  to  Spencerviltc.  where  he  Ofienetl  a 
store  and  where  lu  Ins  rentained  ntitil  the  present  time.  lie  lias  been  ijraiifv- 
]nfi\v  siu-iessiul  in  tins  enterprise  ,'mkI  lias  enjoyed  his  ttdl  share  of  the  publii- 
patronage  in  his  line,  his  evident  desire  to  please  and  his  courteous  treatiiteni 
uf  his  enstoiners  j^ainin;^  lor  him  a  well  re.ser\c«.l  poimlarity. 

On  August  6.  Mr.  Enck  was  married  to  Mabel  Murray,  daughter 

of  James  H.  and  Margaret  (Langley)  Murray,  who  are  referred  to  speciR- 
cally  in  a  later  paragraph.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erick  were  bom  two  children. 
Murray  E.,  born  Novenilwr,  1892,  and  VV.  Beeks,  born  in  July,  1894. 

Politieally.  Mr.  I'"riel<  has  heen  a  litedong  supporter  of  the  Detno- 
oratic  party  and  is  the  present  trustee  of  Spencer  t'u-nship,  in  fact  he  is  the 
first  and  tntstee  f)f  this  to\',  itship,  fiKin  the  laci  that  in  H)oii.  owini;  to 

differences  u>  sehoolmatters,  (  oneord  lo\s  n.sinp  was  dn  iiled.  the  new  thvision 
being  called  Spencer.  Mr.  Krick  takes  a  justifiable  pride  in  educational  mat* 
ters  and  had  the  high  school  of  this  tow^nship  commissioned.  He  is  actively 
interested  in  furthering  every  movement  which  will  advance  the  best  interests 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  who  have  appreciated  his  earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  eomniunity. 

Kratemally.  Mr.  Hrick  is  a  menil)er  of  the  Free  and  Accepied  Ma-^nn";  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  an  appreciative  in- 
terest. Mr.  Rrick  possesses  a  pleasing  per.suuality  and  is  easily  approachable- 
Strong  and  forceful  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  he  not  only  makes 
his  presence  fek,  hut  has  also  gained  the  good  will  atid  commendation  of 
both  his  intimate  associates  and  the  general  public,  retaining  his  reputation 
among  them  for  integrity  and  high  character  and  never  losing  that  dignit)' 
which  is  the  birthright  of  the  true  gentleman. 

laiiH  s  11.  .Murray,  father  of  Mrs.  W  illiam  (i.  P>ick.  was  born  in  Seneca 
county.  Ohio,  oti  X'nvcnifKr  7,  iS^(>.  the  son  of  James  and  Nancy  R. 
iHerin)  Murray,  the  loiniei  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  I'eiinsvl- 
vania.  James  C.  .Murray  followed  farming  all  his  life  and  remained  in  his 
native  state,  where  his  death  (xxtirred  when  Mrs.  Erick's  father  was  but  nine 
months  old.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  Iwrn  four  children,  namely:  Da^'ic* 
H..  Mary  and  Thtitras  are  all  deceased,  and  James  H. 
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The  latter  received  hi^  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
state  and  came  to  Indiana  with  his  mother  and  settled  near  Leo,  wfiere  on 
attaining  mature  years  he  took  up  farming.  After  remaining  there  for  five 
years  he  came  to  S|kikct\  illc  in  i.^fio  and  lic-re  became  identified  w  ith  millm^ 
interest ^,  and  remained  identified  with  lliis  for  about  fifty  years.  He  is  now 
retired  from  active  hnsine-i-i  iinrsuits  and  is  living  in  Spencerville 

In  i^^/.S  lie  inaiiir<l  M.iix;ire!  Langley,  who've  pr\rent<  Vieic  nativt-^  of 
Virginia,  and  to  them  ucre  horn  two  chihlrcn,  MaWl,  tlu  uife  of  \\  iliiani 
G.  Erick.  and  W  inifred,  who  married  Dr.  U.  O.  Sn<M)k.  of  Spenccrvillc. 
Politically,  Mr  Murray  is  a  Democrat,  while,  fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Utie  lodge  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at  Spenoerville. 


JACOB  F.  SNYUER. 

The  record  of  Jacob  F.  Snyder,  a  leading  farmer  of  Smithfied  town- 
ship, is  that  of  an  enterjjrisinji  gentleman  who  worthily  upholds  an  hont^red 
family  name  and  whose  life,  for  many  years,  has  been  very  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  material  prosperity  an<!  moral  a(l\ .inccment  of  the  locality 
where  he  resides,  and  during  the  most  progressive  periotl>  of  the  history  of 
this  vicinity.  He  has  always  l>een  found  on  the  right  side  of  que.stions  look- 
ing to  the  development  of  the  same,  and  he  lias  at  the  same  time  won  an 
enviable  reputation  for  honesty  and  wholesome  living. 

Jacob  F.  Snyder  was  born  in  i8f)_'  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  :v\u\  i-  ri  son 
of  C'arohis  and  Ijovina,  (Kistler*  .^ny<ler.  the  father  a  native  of  Lehigh 
county,  1  Vnnsylvania.  and  the  motlu-r  horn  in  SiMnn-n  count)  .  Dhin  When 
Jacob  I-',  was  alxuit  six  niotith-  old  tlie  parents  inovrd  to  Alien  county,  In- 
tliana,  locating  in  ("edar  I  reek  township,  ami  on  Uie  parental  farm  there  the 
subject  remained  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  having  during  the  early 
years  assiste<l  his  fattier  in  the  aiUivation  of  the  homestead  and  securing  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  public  .vch<H>ls  of  that  community.  His  par- 
ents spent  the  remainder  of  their  years  on  the  .Mien  count\  farm  and  died 
there,  having.  Kcause  of  their  high  |K*rsonal  qualities  anti  in<lustry,  earned 
and  retained  the  respect  of  the  entire  comminutv     About  Mr  Snyder 

was  married  and  sf»on  afterwards  came  to  nc  lsalN  county  and  rented  f;irni 
'  land  in  .^mithfield  and  I'ranklin  ti>wnships,  where  lie  engaged  in  agricultural 
pur.suits  during  tlie  following  twenty  years  as  a  renter.  occu|)ying  t>tily  three 
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farms  during  that  pcriotl.  In  ihc  t;ill  of  1905  Mr.  Snyder  bought  nmeiy- 
one  acres  of  land  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  24,  Smithfield  township, 
and  five  years  later  he  bought  forty  acres  additional  a  short  distance  nordi* 
east  of  his  first  holdings  and  in  Franklin  township.  He  has  made  his  home 
on  the  Smithfield  township  farm  continuously  since  first  locating  there,  and 
has  achieved  a  splencHd  success  in  its  operation.  Practical  and  up-to-date 
in  his  ideas  and  nicthixls,  he  has  left  no  stone  unturned  in  his  eflforts  to  bring: 
success  out  of  his  enterprise,  and  that  he  ha=;  arroiiipli\hed  the  desired  n- 
.sirll  ss  evidenced  by  the  hiijli  stamiiu}.'  lu'  nccnpir^  iiiimiil;  the  agnculiural 
element  of  his  section  ui  the  county.  He  gnes  e\eiy  detail  of  his  farm  work 
his  personid  attenticm,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality  and  giving 
due  attention  to  rotation  of  crops  and  other  important  features  of  successful 
farming.  He  has  a  neat  and  attractive  residence,  commodious  and  well  ar^ 
ranged  liarns,  while  the  well-kept  fences,  highly  aiUivated  fields  and  tlie 
general  appearance  of  the  place  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  intelli- 
gctirc  and  sound  judgment.  In  addition  to  the  cultivatioii  of  the  soil  Mr. 
Snyder  give«^  a  projicr  share  of  his  attentioti  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of 
live  stock,  in  which  also  he  has  been  very  sticccssful. 

In  1886  Mr.  Snyder  married  Ida  A.  Harwood»  who  was  bom  in  Allen 
county,  Indiat»,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Louisa  (Spencer)  Harwood. 
both  parents  also  natives  of  Allen  county  and  members  of  pioneer  families  of 
that  IfKality.  Mrs.  Snyder  died  on  May  11,  i^i,  leaving  three  sons  ami  a 
daughter.  Orange,  KImer,  Dora  and  Lester.  Orange,  who  lives  in  b'ranklin 
township,  married  Ruby  Wnlfc,  aiul  they  liuve  a  son.  h>ank ;  F.lmer.  who 
lives  in  Snnihhehl  town.-hip.  married  Mina  Fnzor,  and  they  have  a  son, 
rVrry :  Dora  and  Lester  are  at  home.  In  December.  i</>t,  Mr.  Snyd;;r  mar- 
ried ICstella  Grats.  a  native  of  Allen  county,  this  state,  and  a  daughter  of 
Silas  and  Alice  (Wherley.)  Gratis.  She  was  reared  in  Allen  county,  where 
her  father,  who  has  been  a  life-long  farmer,  still  lives.  Her  mother  died  there 
in  March,  1913.  To  Mr.  ;uid  Mrs.  Snyder  have  been  born  three  children, 
Mildred,  Milford  and  Velma  Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  are  earnest 
and  faithful  ntcnilH-rv  ilu  rii'icnl  f'rethreu  church,  jjivintj  their  sn])]>nrr 
not  onlv  to  all  the  iiitiMi-sts  <>(  tlii^  -(Kirtv,  Km  also  to  every  movernent  which 
promises  to  l>e  of  material,  social,  educational  or  religious  benefit  to  the  cotn- 
niunity.  They  move  in  the  best  social  circles  and  because  of  their  genial 
qualities  and  the  success  which  they  have  attained  the)*  lia\*e  earned  and  re- 
tained the  sincere  regard  and  respect  of  all  who  know  them. 
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HENRY  D.  SHOEMAKER. 

Agriculture  has  been  an  honored  vocaiiun  trum  ihc  earliest  ages  and  as 
a  usual  thing  men  ol  honorable  and  humane  impulses,  as  well  as  those  of 
energy  and  thrift,  have  been  patrons  of  hustMuidry.  The  free  out-of-door  Jtfe 
knawn  to  the  tiller  of  the  soil  has  a  decided  tendenqr  to  foster  and  develop 
that  independence  of  mind  and  sdf  reliance  which  charactcri^ces  true  man- 
hood, and  no  truer  blessing  can  befall  a  boy  than  to  be  reared  in  close  touch 
with  nature  in  the  healthful,  life-inspirincf  lahor  of  the  fields.  It  has  always 
been  the  fruitful  .sciil  from  which  have  sprung  the  moral  Ixjnc  and  sinew  of 
the  country,  anil  the  njajonty  of  our  nation's  great  warrior>,  ienowne<l  states- 
men and  distinguished  men  of  letters  were  boni  on  the  farm  and  were  in- 
debt^  largely  to  its  early  influence  for  the  distinction  which  they  attained. 
From  the  farm  came  the.  Shoemakers,  one  of  the  honored  and  representative 
families  of  DeKalb  county,  of  whom  Henry  D.  Shoemaker,  one  of  Smithfield 
township's  most  proj^ressive  ngriciilturists,  is  a  worthy  mcmlnT. 

Henr\'  D,  Sin  »cniak(_r,  who  for  a  nunil>er  of  years  has  lx.'en  one  of  the 
most  extensive  fanners  and  iiithiciitial  citi/'ens  of  Snuthfield  township,  was 
born  on  August  27.  185S.  in  this  township,  and  is  the  son  of  K.  R.  Shoe- 
maker, whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  therefore  his  ancestral 
history  will  not  be  referred  to  further  at  this  point.  Henry  D.  Shoemaker 
was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead  and  in  his  youth  atten<led  the  district 
schools  of  the  locality,  his  vacation  periods  being  spent  in  farm  work.  Later 
he  attended  the  college  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana,  securing  a  g<Kxl,  practical  e<lu- 
cation  and  then.  letnrning  to  the  vwation  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  he  has 
continuotisK  appliei]  himself  to  it  since  with  the  nm^t  i)ri>noiince(l  success. 
Mr.  Shoemaker  is  giving  his  attention  to  the  o[>craliou  ut  three  hundred  and 
sbcty  acres  of  land  in  Smithfield  township,  besitles  <jne  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  belonging  to  the  family  that  is  rented.  He  has  an  untisual  well 
equipped  farmstead,  the  detailed  description  of  which  woukl  occupy  more 
space  than  is  permissible  in  a  work  of  this  character.  The  equipment  includes 
a  blacksmith  outfit,  an  arrangement  for  slaughtering  and  fine.  hiL;  1>ank  bams, 
which  are  in  everv'  respect  a  credit  to  the  owner.  Mr.  Shoemaker  ^  honie  is 
pleasant,  attracti\e  and  convenientlv  arranged,  and  the  'jurrniiiuhiius  aie  in 
kcei>ing  with  the  residence.  The  farm  owned  hv  Mr.  Shoemaker  i.^  a  credit 
to  him  and  rcdccts  credit  on  his  sound  judguK-nt  and  good  taste.  Mr,  Shoe- 
maker has  a  splendid  record  as  a  business  man,  and  for  many  years  has  made 
it  a  business  rule  to  run  no  accounts,  and  give  no  promises  to  pay  in  the 
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future,  eveiy  transaction  being  strictly  cash,  and  this  has  undoubtedly  been 
one  of  the  secrets  of  the  eminent  success  which  he  has  realize<l  in  his  affairs. 
Progressive  in  his  disposition,  puhlic  spirited  in  his  attitude  loward  tlie  civic 
and  comniunily  affairs,  obliging  in  his  relations  with  his  neighbor.s.  he  ha>; 
j^ained  the  cnnli'lcuri'  rnid  respei't  nf  all  \\lii>  know  him  and  is  nuntljerotl 
among  tiie  truly  representative  men  'it  DeKallt  county. 

In  Menry  I).  Shoemaker  was  nnitetl  in  marriage  uiili  Maliala 

Bachtcl,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Bachtel.  and  ihey  have  one  .son.  Russell.  Ihim 
November  15,  1^5'  He  is  a  man  who  would  win  his  way  in  any  (ocality  or 
station  where  fate  might  place  him,  for  he  has  sound  judgment*  coupled  witli 
great  enei^'  and  busines.s  tact,  together  with  upright  principles*  all  of  which 
make  for  success  wherever  and  whenever  they  are  rightfully  and  |>eVsistentlr 
applied. 


SAMUEL  L.  WJDNEY. 

The  name  Ixirne  by  the  lionorefl  .•iuhject  oi  this  review  is  one  which  has 
been  Inn;^  and  intimate1>  iiUtitilu'd  with  tile  history  of  DeKalh  ct)nnty.  it> 
identirication  with  the  annaN  nt  this  favored  section  of  the  llooseir  state 
dating  hack  lo  the  early  epoeli  ni  which  was  initiated  the  (leveU)j)nient  <.>i  the 
industrial  and  civic  inierejits  of  DeKalh  c»>nniy.  lie  has  here  passe<t  his  long 
anil  useful  life,  ami  as  its  shadows  liegin  to  lengthen  from  the  west  he  finds 
himself  favored  in  being  surrotmded  with  lv>sts  <if  friends  and  enabled  to 
enjoy  the  rich  fruits  of  his  former  years  of  earnest  toil  and  endeavtir. 

Samuel  L.  W'idney  wa^  Ii-'rn  in  Xewville  township.  DeKalh  county, 
Indiana,  on  June  _•'>.  |N.?<>.  and  the  -on  of  John  I'  W  itiney.  wlii>  i>  referred 
to  elsi'wlierc  in  tiii-  w  ork.  \\  lu-n  he  wa-  Itut  thrc<-  year-  .'Id  the  iatnil\ 
mov  ed  to  mar  Si.  ji»e.  w  heir  lii-  f  ttliei  had  traded  the  Xewv  ille  farm  tor 
one  hunthed  and  llnrty  t'>ur  acre-  "f  raw  lantl.  The  new  place  was  densely 
covered  with  timlxrr  <'Nce|>t  a  sniiill  tract  which  had  been  s1ashc<l.  that  is.  the 
timber  cut  and  piled  up  in  winrows  to  be  dried  and  burned.  The  only  attempt 
toward  tlie  CfHistrucli<m  of  a  dwelling  had  heen  the  erccti<in  of  the  frame  of  a 
l)lank  house,  in  which  not  a  t\ail  had  yet  Iwen  ilriven.  The  frame  work  was 
of  ptiplar  WMiid  and  tlie  planks  were  afterward-.  ia>lened  on  witli  wnodeti 
jR'gs-  I  hal  wa-  in  1S4J  and  in  thi-  liMiise  the  family  lived  until  1S3S.  when 
the\  Iiuilt  a  coinm<Klli>n-  and  ("ini'irtalile  new  re-ideucc.  K\en  at  that 
period  alt  hunlH;r  came  rough  and  all  drev-ing  wa-  letpiiied  to  l>e  doiu-  hy 
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hand.  Tlic  hoii^c  iliai  was  tmilt  in  1.S4J  was  an  ii]>-lo-(latc  l)iiil<iing  tor  that 
l)erio(l,  having  the  first  brick  chimney  huiU  in  that  part  oi  the  country,  at  the 
foot  of  which  was  an  old-fashioiied  fireplace,  with  the  customaiy  accessories 
of  that  day,  inclwling  a  crane,  reflector  and  otiier  pioneer  l)akin(;  and  cooking 
facilities*  When  the  family  lx)tight  a  cook  stove  in  1847  it  was  a  great  cur- 
iosity in  the  new  settlement  and  many  came  to  see  it.  In  other  ways  the 
Wichicys  followed  the  pioneer  cu^^tonis  of  tlie  period,  doinj^  tlieir  own  spin- 
ning and  weavinj^  and  enchirini,'  the  han!>^lii]iv  an  !  iirivations  of  frontier  Ufe. 

Samuel  \\'i»hieN-  attended  the  >iil»cri]Hion  >cho«tls  in  early  childhood  and 
in  1H51,  when  tiie  laniily  moved  t«>  Auburn  l)ecause  his  fatlier  iiad  Ik-couic 
county  clerk,  the  subject  completed  his  schooling  in  that  city.  In  iftCjo,  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  Mr.  Widney  married  Mary  A.  Moore,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Ellen  (Hemphill)  Moore,  her  birth  having  ciccurred  in  Richland 
county,  Oliio.  in  1837.  In  1842  slie  accompanied  her  parents  to  DeKalb 
county,  they  loc.iting  >outheast  of  Anlnirn  in  Jackson  township.  S^kmi  after 
his  nuirrinire  Mr.  Widney  returticd  to  the  farm  near  St,  Joe  anrl  there  eti- 
gaged  in  (ipcratiHg  that  land,  lie  was  an  nuiusinous  and  inteliigenl  tuniicr, 
giving  close  attention  to  all  the  details  of  his  work  and  being  i)rogressive  in 
his  ideas  he  was  somewhat  in  advance  of  his  neighbors  in  many  respects, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  pn>per  rotation  of  crop.s  in  order  to  conserve  the 
fertility  of  the  soil.  During  all  his  active  years  he  <levoted  his  main  attention 
to  general  farming,  althtntgh  to  some  extent  he  eni^afied  in  the  raising  of 
Shorthorn  cattle,  in  wliiih  W  was  successful.  l"\entnally  he  became  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  tinrly-tlirec  acres  of  splendid  land,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  which  he  had  cleared  from  the  sir^^^in  forest  by  his  tnvn 
etTorts.  .Sixty  acres  of  the  orit,'inaI  farm  north  of  .St.  J<»e  hail  been  given  him 
by  hi>  father  at  hi.s  marriage,  but  he  .'<iM>n  Ntiight  forty  acres  nw)re.  for  which 
he  went  in  <lebt.  When  that  tract  was  i^iid  for  he  continued  to  buy  more 
land  as  opportunity  offered  and  at  length  was  enabled  to  realize  the  returns 
on  his  investment  in  Iwjth  lalw>r  ami  money,  .\fier  many  year.s  of  anhunis 
toil  Mr.  Widmy  retired  from  fann  work  and  rcsitled  in  St.  I"e  imtil  1912, 
but  in  that  year  he  sold  his  h<tme  in  the  latter  place  and  returned  to  the  farm, 
where  he  now  resitlcs  with  his  «>\\. 

To  Samuel  1..  aiitl  .Mary  Widney  were  l»orn  li\e  children,  namely: 
Marion  dietl  at  the  age  of  ftiur  months;  IJyron  E.  lives  on  a  part  of  his 
father's  farm  near  St.  Joe:  he  married  Rosetta  Sechler,  and  they  have  a 
daughter,  Edith,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ross  Aliel;  Viola  is  the  wife  of  D.  L. 
Carpenter  and  lives  on  the  farm  north  of  St.  Joe  that  was  her  father's  from 
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i860;  slie  is  tlie  mother  of  three  sons,  Deral,  Carl  and  Paul;  Otto  L.  married 
Bemice  Vanderj^ft,  of  Adrian,  Michigan,  and  is  now  living  at  Hicksvilk, 
Ohio,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business;  he  has  no 
children  of  his  own.  but  has  adopted  two  little  girls,  Dorothy  and  Ruth :  Iva, 

who  died  in  1905.  was  the  wife  of  Clarence  Hart  and  lived  at  St.  Joe.  Re- 
ligiously. Mr.  Widney  is  a  mcmljer  f)t  the  Methodist  Protestant  church  at 
St.  |ne,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee  and  in  which  he  has  taken  an  active  interest 
for  many  years.  |>eiiif4  a  generous  supporter  of  its  varioii'i  Interosfi  Mi-s. 
Widney  died  on  October  20,  1905.  their  daughter,  ha.  havmg  precciicd  her 
in  death  on  the  7th  of  that  same  month;  and  Mr.  Widney's  father  also  died 
on  the  I  ith  of  that  month,  there  being  thus  three  deaths  among  his  immediate 
blood  relatives  within  two  weeks,  a  daughter,  wife  and  father.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  revert  in  detail  to  the  experiences  of  Mr.  W  idney  in  hi-  '  <  y- 
hood  days,  for  the  tale  of  the  scenes  and  conditions  of  the  pioneer  period  has 
hoen  oftiii  t'  ld  Modern  facilities  wrrp  notable  tor  their  absence  and  the 
pioneers  win-  >v\i  dept'iKUni  iii  aa  extent  thai  seem-;  almost  imjx^ssible  of 
realization  in  liu-  y«»niigei  generation  of  the  present  lime.  .Mr.  W  jdney  stands 
today  as  one  of  the  venerable  and  sturdy  pioneers  of  the  county,  anU  it  is 
gratifying  that  his  life  history  can  be  perpetuated  by  outlining  his  useful 
and  honorable  career  as  a  man  and  as  a  pnUtc-spirited  citizen. 


OUVER  PERRY  ELDI^DGE. 

Sdf-assertion  is  believed  by  many  people  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to 

success  in  life,  and  there  are  good  reasons  for  the  entertainment  of  such  a 
belief.  The  modest  man  very  rarely  gets  what  is  due  him.  The  wolfish.  a«[- 
grcssivc  man  eUx)ws  his  way  to  the  front,  lakes  all  that  is  in  sight  ;iii<l  it  -ojvc- 
times  seems  that  modesty  is  a  sin,  with  seli-denial  the  penalty.  There  are, 
however,  exceptions  to  all  rules  and  it  is  a  matter  greatly  to  be  regretted  that 
the  exceptions  to  the  conditions  are  not  more  numerous.  One  notable  excep- 
tion is  the  case  ol  the  honorable  gentleman  whose  life  history  we  here  present, 
who  possesses  just  a  sufficient  amount  of  modestj^  to  be  a  gentleman  at  all 
times  and  yet  sufficient  persistency  to  win  in  the  business  world  and  at  (In  ^amc 
time  not  appear  over  bold.  .\s  a  result  of  these  well  and  happily  blende<l  cpiali- 
ties  Mr.  F.ldridge  has  won  a  hn<;t  nf  friends  in  DcKalb  cotrnt}-.  where  he  is 
well  known  to  all  classes  as  a  man  of  intiuence,  integrity  and  business  abilit)*. 
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Oliver  Perry  Eldridge  was  born  in  Richland  township,  DeKalb  county. 
December  i8,  1869,  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Mahala  Jane  ^Keenaa)  Kid- 
ridge,  natives  of  Ohio,  their  marriage  having  occurred  at  Fremont,  tibat  state. 
On  commg  to  Indiana  they  first  located  temporarily  in  NoUe  county.  In 
1864  they  bought  a  farm  in  RIdiland  township,  DeKalb  county,  to  which  they 
moved  in  1866.  The  father  followed  agricultural  pursuits  during  his  lifetime. 
To  them  were  bom  si.>i  children:  Ida,  Edward,  Eva  and  Benjamin  E.,  all  de- 
ceased, and  Anna  M.  and  Oliver  P.  Prior  to  taking  up  farming,  in  which 
he  is  still  actively  engaged,  Oliver  P.  Klclritlge  received  a  gcjod  cchication  m 
the  DeKalb  county  public  schools.  He  began  operalioiis  on  the  home  farm 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  htmdred  and  ninety-one  acres  of  good  farm  land, 
eighty  acres  of  which  are  in  Richland  township. 

Oliver  Perry  Eldridge  was,  on  September  22,  1898^  united  in  marriage 
to  Pauline  Wiehmueller,  daughter  of  John  and  Barbara  (Beanchley)  Wieh- 
mueller.  They  are  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  this  ouiitry  when  the 
subject's  wife  was  but  five  year?  old.  To  'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eldridge  have  been 
bora  four  children,  Dennis,  Ralph  C,  Helen  Juanita  and  Thomas. 


HUGH  MERVIN  WIDNEY. 

TrKlay  the  t'aiiucr  is  rmunii;  intn  hi>  own.  {  )iKe  he  seemed  to  ln'  al  tlic 
mercy  of  every  other  occupation  and  profession,  all  of  whom  were  exploit- 
ing him,  while  he 'drew  from  his  acres  a  bare  living  and  little  more.  But  in 
those  days  there  was  a  surplusage  of  farm  population  as  compared  with  the 
city.  Now  the  city  has  drawn  so  many  within  its  portals  that  there  is  a 
practical  scarcity  of  farmers  to  supply  the  demands  ma<Ic  upon  thcni.  im- 
proved implements  and  inventions  have  lessened  the  ftimier's  toil,  and  those 
who  live  in  the  rural  districts  today  are  reaping  a  rich  reward  for  their  lalx»rs 
and  nintiing  the  envy  instead  of  the  contempt  of  the  city  dwellers.  Among 
the  residents  of  DeKalb  county  wlio.  have  reaped  abundantly  and  ni  satisfac- 
tory measures  from  Mother  Earth  is  the  getuteman  whose  name  appears  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch,  who  as  farmer  and  fruit  raiser  is  meeting  with  splen- 
did success  from  his  fine  farm  in  Concord  township.  He  is  well  educated 
and  has  gained  a  wide  reputation,  especially  as  a  lecturer  on  agricultural, 
horticultural  and  kindred  to|)ics,  and  today  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
and  progressive  citizens  of  hh  township. 

Hugh  Mervin  VVidney  was  born  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  on  March 
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24,  1866,  and  iH  the  wm  of  O.  H.  and  Emily  l*'.  (Maxwell)  Widney.  Oliver 
H.  Widney  was  born  on  November  12,  1841,  near  Newville.  DcKalb  county, 
and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Jane  (i«ynn)  Widney.  He  was  reared  on  a 
fami  and  received  his  t'dmalion  in  the  <listriii  schools  ai  Oran»ic\  ilIc.  atttr- 
vvardv  stitdviiiL,'  in  the  m'IiooIs  <>i"  Auliurn  ami  at  N'ewvillc  .\ca<U'tn\.  He 
engai^cfl  in  teaciiiiiL;  scliool  for  a  uhilr.  !tiit  in  \'f,inj(  manhood  linw  ii's  al- 
tentiou  10  the  tlcarinj;  of  a  farm  01  >c»ciii)  ac  res,  which  he  fk-vcliUHHl  fn>iii 
swamps  to  one  of  the  Ix-st  laniia  in  his  c«nnnmnity.  In  1S77  he  traded  tins 
farm  to  his  father  for  the  old  homestead  on  the  St.  Joe  river  near  tlie  town 
of  St.  Joe.  There  he  successfully  carried  on  his  agricultural  tmrsuits. 
sessing  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  acres.  On  .Aiigust  7. 
1862,  Oliver  H  \\  idiHv  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H.  Eighty-Eighth 
Regiment  huhana  \  oUinteer  Infantry,  with  w  liich  he  tt>ok  part  in  some 
ardnons  service  dnrinf^  that  fall.  particii«tintr  in  the  battle  "f  rerr\s\iile 
On  December  j  ^ih  of  that  same  year,  lie  was  di>cliari;ed  beca\iM-  of  phy>ical 
disability  and  remaineil  at  honte  inilil  he  had  regained  his  health,  when,  on 
July  18,  he  again  enlisted  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  W,  One  Hundre«l 

and  Eighteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  di<t 
valiant  and  courageous  service  until  March  14,  1864,  when  he  received  his  dis- 
charge,  lie  later  hecaiii  ncmlier  of  John  ( '.  Kern  Post  Xo.  144.  (Iraiul 
.\rmy  of  the  Kepiihlic.  in  pohtics  he  w.is  a  Repiihlicail  np  to  the  \  r,n  iSjo, 
after  which  hv  .ilhliated  with  the  Democratic  par!\  <  >n  Vmciiihcr  },.  iS()4. 
O.  II.  W'uhiiV  married  I'.milv  .Maxwell,  of  Concord  to\ui>hip.  this  county, 
and  ihey  became  the  parents  of  two  children.  Hugh  .Mervin.  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Lenore.  who  was  horn  on  .Ma>  iH.  1881.  Mr.  Widney  was  a 
man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  coiramuiity  and  rendered  gotxl  service 
to  his  county  as  a  nienil)er  of  llie  iKiard  of  county  counnissioners  for  (wo 
terms. 

T  high  M .  W  idney  secured  hi>-  elentciitavv  educatii>u  in  the  couim-'ii 
schools  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  ;i  f.irmer.  which  vocation  he  followed 
for  a  while  after  attaining  nntnre  \  ear>.  liul  turned  hi>  attention  to  liie  lum- 
l)cr  husine&.s.  in  which  he  u;i>  succe»fully  engaged  for  a  time,  lust  in  the 
retail  business  and  later  as  a  wh<ik'.saler  anil  manufacturer.  11c  then  :igatn 
retnrned  to  the  farm  for  a  time,  hut  later  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  liard- 
ware  business  at  St.  Joe.  which,  however,  he  later  dis|K)sed  of  ami  again 
turned  his  attention  to  f.trming.  which  n<'\v  ocemiies  his  attention  He  owns 
a  .splendid  tract  of  land  m  C  oncord  township,  .ind  here  he  makes  the  raising 
ui  fruit  a  .'i|)ecially.    l*or  twenty  years  lu-  has  gi\cn  tlioiiglitfnl  and  intelligent 
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(lirtxlioii  tt.  tlii>  line  ul  t-fforl,  ii;«\inj>  oiu-  <>t  tlu-  hoi  ("rclKircU  iti  Di-Kalh 
county,  and  he  has  earned  a  wide  reputation  through  tlii>  sniion  i<f  the  ^tate 
as  one  of  the  mqit  successtul  iniit  raiders,  for  lie  has  tolloued  ailvanceil 
methods  and  applied  up>to-date  business  ideas  to  his  affairs.  That  Mr.  Wid- 
iiey  is  a  man  of  more  tlian  ortlinary  ability  in  his  .s|)ectal  line  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  during  the  last  three  years  he  has  been  a  lecturer  at  Purdue 
University  and  on  the  suhjert  i.i  soils  and  :dl  niaitns  pertailliliK  t"  hoiticnl- 
turc  he  is  j^enerally  c<insidered  an  authority,  iiavini^  iniuh  thouijhtlul 

stn<ly  to  tiiat  speci.d  sul»ject  :\<  well  as  done  ujurli  practiral  experimental 
wtirk  (»n  liis  <j\\n  aecount.  Ilis  luvhard  contains  .some  of  the  very  In'^t  varie- 
ties of  fruit,  which  he  liatxiles  with  the  greatest  care,  spraying  his  trees  as 
their  special  needs  require  and  giving  due  attention  to  all  phases  of  his  S|)ecial 
tine  so  that  in  the  market  the  products  of  his  orchard  command  the  best 
prices. 

On  December  30.  1885,  the  subject  of  thi^  sketch  was  \uiited  in  mar- 
riage to  Harrielte  A.  Davis,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  an<1  I  li/alK'th  (Jones) 
Davis,  natives  of  Oliio  and  early  settlers  nf  ncKalh  county.  Mr.  Widney'? 
grant! lather.  h)t'l  D.ivis.  was  one  o\  the  pioneers  of  this  UK'ality  and  a  man 
highly  resjjected  by  all  who  knew  hini.  To  Air.  and  Mrs.  Widney  have  been 
bom  two  children,  Bhtnchard  V.  and  Doris  D.  Blanchard  married  Flossie 
Copp,  of  St.  Joe,  on  August  19,  1913. 

Politically,  Mr.  Widney  assumes  an  independent  attitude,  prefet-ring  to 
vote  for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  fitted  tor  ofBce  rather  than  to  be 
guided  by  party  alliance.  Fratenially,  he  is  a  meml)er  of  the  hVee  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  and  the  I\ni!L;;hts  of  P}-thias.  while  his  relitrious  membership 
is  with  the  Methodist  Wrote.itant  church.  Mr.  Widney  has  honestly  earned 
the  high  repute  which  he  enjoys  in  his  cojTununity  and  Spring  Brook  Fruit 
Farm  is  one  of  the  best  known  pieces  of  rural  property  in  DeKalb  county. 
The  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  which  Mr.  Widney  owns  are  all  under 
cultivation  or  in  orchard,  and  the  fruit,  melons  and  berries  which  he  raises 
lind  a  ready  market  owing  to  the  well  known  conditions  under  which  they 
are  raised.  In  19 13  he  I>oii;dit  sixty-six  acres  known  as  the  David  Pope 
farm.  NTr  Widnev  has  found  out  and  proved  to  others  that  it  ]>ays  to  raise 
ihe  very  l>est  prcKhuc  and  he  has  set  a  valuable  t'xair.ple  t<i  the  cituiniuuity 
along  this  line.  rer.sonaHy,  he  is  a  genial  an<l  companionable  gcntlenian 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet,  and  he  is  not  only  well  known  throughout  the 
section  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives,  but  is  equally  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  him. 
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BYRON  E.  WIDNEW 

After  a  long  course  of  years  of  daily  observation  on  the  pan  of  his 
neighbors,  it  would  be  out  of  the  questicm  for  them  not  to  know  the  worth, 
moral  standing,  puUic  sentiment  and  social  conduct  as  well  as  somethii^ 
of  the  private  life  of  Byron  E.  Widney,  one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists 

of  Concord  township,  because,  as  has  been  said,  "actions  speak  louder  than 
words."  In  his  community  and,  in  fact,  anywhere  in  DcKalh  county,  there 
is  heard  nothing  concerning  Mr.  Widncy  but  good  words  and  well  de>er\e(l 
prai*;e.  for  he  has  passed  so  many  years  here  that  iiis  worth  well  kii  'wn. 
but  It  wUl  Ijc  of  interest  to  run  over  the  busy  events  of  his  hfe  m  tiiesc  |iages. 

Byron  E.  Widney  was  born  in  Concord  township,  DeKalb  county.  In- 
diana, on  March  29,  1863,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Maty  Ann  (Moore) 
Widney.  Samuel  L.  Widney,  who  was  the  son  of  John  F.  and  Jane  (Lxitn) 
Widney.  was  ]xmi  in  DKalb  county  on  June  _'(>.  uS^q.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  scIkhjIs  of  his  native  ItKahty  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  home 
fnrni  until  attainiuj;  mature  years.  After  his  UKirria'^'c.  uliioh  Mccurred  on 
January  1,  iJ^r).  he  lived  on  iiis  father'*;  fami  a  year  and  the  fuliowmj;  year 
located  on  the  farm  in  Concord  township,  wlierc  he  .spent  the  reaiaimlcr  of 
his  days,  and  where  he  acr|uired  the  ownership  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  acres  of  fine  land.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  Moore, 
early  settlers  of  Pleasant  township,  this  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Widney 
were  born  five  children,  namely :  Marion.  Byron  E.,  Viola.  Otto  L.  and  Iva 
May. 

Ryron  li.  W  idney  was  rcareil  under  the  parental  roof  and  was  early 
inductetl  into  the  nnsleries  of  successful  farmint;.  Ili<  etiucation  wa*"  re- 
ceived in  the  cotunntn  r-cliools  of  Conconl  lown.ship  ami  he  has  devoted  his 
entire  mature  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  has  been  emmently 
successful,  owing  to  his  untiring  efforts  and  persistency  and  the  sound  com- 
mon sense  with  which  he  has  characterized  his  labors.  He  is  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  three  acres  of  good  land,  practically  all  of  w  hich  is  under 
the  plow  and  the  well-kept  comliiion  of  the  fetices,  the  neat  and  well  arran.i;e<l 
barns  and  other  outbuildings  testifying  to  the  progressive  ideas  and  enter- 
prising methods  of  the  ow  ner. 

On  January  -J.  Mr.  Widney  was  united  iji  marriage  to  Martha 

Rosetta  Scchlcr.  the  daughter  of  Levi  and  Marj'  Barbara  (Kistler)  Scchlcr. 
the  latter  family  IxMug  one  of  the  oldest  in  DeKalb  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Widney  was  bom  one  child,  Edith,  who  became  the  wife  of.  Rbss  Abel, 
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of  Newville  township,  this  county.  Mrs.  Widney,  who  was  bora  on  Septem- 
htr  17,  1862,  is  a  lady  of  many  kindly  qnalitics  and  because  of  her  earnest 
life  and  pleasing  relations  with  tliose  with  whom  she  associates,  she  enjoys 
a  well  deserved  popularity. 

Politically,  Mr.  Widney  has  l)teii  a  life-long'  supporter  of  the  Rcpiil)lican 
party  and,  thtnigh  deeply  interested  in  its  success  and  active  in  its  interests 
during  campaigns,  lie  lias  ne\er  sought  nor  held  public  otTicc  of  any  nature, 
liis  private  affairs  making  heavy  demands  upon  his  time.  He  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  everything  tliat  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  his  conununit) ,  supporting 
all  worthy  movements,  and  amon^^  those  who  know  him  best  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  measure  of  esteem. 


SHELIX>N  HORATIO  HINE. 

Specific  mention  is  made  in  the  following  paragraphs  of  one  of  the 
wortt^  citizens  of  DeKalb  county,  Indiana— one  who  has  figured  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  ,this  favored  locality  and  whose  interests  have 
been  identified  with  its  progress.  Adilitional  interest  also  attaches  to  his 
career  tr  lb.  fact  tliat  practically  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  within  the 
borders  of  this  county. 

Sticldon  Horatio  Hine,  one  uf  the  best  known  citizens  tjt  Waterloo. 
.Indiana,  was  born  on  March  i^Ai),  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  the  son  of 
Horatio  Sheldon  and  Cynthia  (Brooks)  Hine,  who  also  were  bom  and 
reared  in  Erie  county.  Horatio  Sheldon  Hine  was  a  son  of  Sheldon  Horatio 
Hine,  who  had  come  from  Connecticut  and  settled  in  Tvrie  county.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  has  a  son.  Horatio  Sheldon,  and  the  latter  has  a  son,  Shel- 
don Horatio.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  for  live  i;enc  rations  (he  iwo  c;i\  en 
nanie<=  of  the  eldest  son  in  each  family  have  been  re\ersed.  Sheldon  H. 
Hinc  li\cil  until  twelve  years  of  age  in  Erie  and  i..;ike  counties,  Oliio,  liav  ing 
spent  much  of  his  time  w  ith  his  grandfather  Brooks  in  the  latter  county.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  came  with  his  father  to  Sedan,  DeKalb  county. 
Indiana,  where  the  father  had  settled  about  a  year  before.  The  date  of  the 
sttbject's  arrival  here  was  Oiristmas  day.  1861.  At  Sedan  his  father  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  farmed,  and  had  al-o  fr)r  a  few  years 
run  a  prrist  mill.  Here  the  su'ijcct  was  rearcrl  to  manhood  and  eventuallv 
took  his  father's  place  in  the  mill  and  on  the  larni,  where  fie  worked  for  ten 
years.   He  then  bought  a  farm  in  the  west  part  of  Grant  township  on  the 
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township  line,  where  he  lived  until  March,  1902,  when  he  moved  to  Water- 
loo>  and  where  he  has  since  resided.  Here;  on  April  i,  1902,  when  the  rural 
routes  were  established  from  Waterloo,  he  became  a  mail  carrier  and  is  still 

lolluuin},'  this  vocation.  IK  sm1<!  ;ii>  farm  in  the  west  part  of  Grant  town- 
ship to  his  <on.  >[nynanl.  hut  »till  relaiiis  tlu'  i)arl  of  hi>  faflicr's  olati  in 
RichlaTid  lowiishii).  Mis  life-  iia-  hct-ii  oliai actcri  <r(!  liy  thf  >trii'ti  sl  inteL:rit\ 
t>t  iiioli\e  aiul  actiun.  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  |)opiilar  rural  nuite  c:irnei> 
of  DeKalb  county,  faithful  to  tlic  duties  01  his  position.  Religiously,  Mr. 
Hine  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  has  for  many  years  taken 
an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Kichland,  discharging  the  <luties  of  that  re- 
sponsible office  to  the  entire  srilis  fact  ion  of  those  who  elected  him.  When 
Henry  HiTics  rlicd  during  his  term  of  office  as  county  treasurer,  about  two 
niontlis  atier  a-'-tini,nir  the  office,  the  suhject  of  this  sketcii  was  an]»ointed  to 
fill  the  unc.xpireil  leini.  thus  serving  as  county  treasurer  Imp  marl}  two 
years.  He  has  given  a  life-long  support  to  the  Republican  pari>,  ui  \vlios>t 
ranks  he  has  been  an  effective  and  earnest  worker,  and  in  many  ways  he  has 
exhibited  a  commendable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  with- 
holding his  support  from  no  movement-  which  has  for  its  object  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow  men. 

On  Deceml>er  25,  1S70,  Slit-Ulnn  Horatio  Iline  niarrieil  Catherine  A 
Hmiser,  who  was  born  in  FairtitUl  townsliip,  this  county,  the  daughter  of 
Julm  and  Elizabeth  ( (lonser)  Tlouser  Iler  j^arents  were  fmni  northeastern 
Ohio  and  came  to  DcKaib  county,  Indiana,  about  1838  or  1840.  Iicnig  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Fairfiekl  township  The  father  farmed  there  most  of 
his  life,  but  for  about  two  years  was  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  Fairfield  Center.  By  this  union  Mr.  Hine  became  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  wliom  four  are  living  atid  two  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  as 
follows:  Horatio  Sheldon  llinc.  bom  on  August  19,  1872.  was  reared  m 
the  farm  and  attended  -chool  at  Waterloo,  lie  tanned  a  few  years,  and 
when  alxnit  iwcntv -eit^lit  vi-arsold  he  went  we-t  and  was  einiilMVi'd  at  \.iru)us 
plact->.  taking  the  keenest  interest  in  his  observation  of  the  conntry  ihrongh 
whicli  he  passetl.  Returning  to  DeKalb  cmuUy.  he  was  niarrietl  here  in  1905 
to  Maude  Warner,  daughter  of  Jesse  H.  and  .Mmina  (Walters)  Warner, 
who  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Mr.  Hine  is  a  Injilder  and  con- 
tractor, and  also  substitutes  in  winter  as  rural  mail  carrier.  He  has  had  two 
children,  one  son  who  died  in  infancy,  and  one.  Sheldon  Horatio  Hine,  now 
living.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
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Qyde  L.,  the  second  soti^  was  born  March  31,  1874.  He  attended  the 
Waterloo  public  school  znd  graduated  with  the  class  of  1895.  belonged 

to  Company  I.  Third  Regiment  Indiana  National  Guard,  being  sergeant- 
major  to  Colonel  Kulilman.  He  completed  n  course  in  denfistry  in  Indi- 
anapolis, graduating  in  Jime,  1904.  On  December  2H.  1903,  lie  was  married 
to  Delia,  daughter  uf  Michael  and  Mora  Kiplinger,  who  \\a>  a  graduate  of 
the  Waterloo  schools  in  the  da^s  «>t  1900.  They  have  three  children,  Geo 
K.,  Maynard  K.  and  Maude.  They  live  in  Tuscola,  Illinois,  where  he  is 
successfully  engaged  in  dentistry. 

Maynard  Hine,  the  third  son  of  Sheldon  Horatio  Hine  and  wife,  was 
bom  on  January  2.  1876,  at  Sedan,  DeKatb  county.  Indiana,  and  lived  on 
the  home  farm  during  his  hoyliood  years,  attendini;  tiie  liigli  >ihool,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1897.  In  that  \'ear  he  went  t<i  Auljurn  and  helped  his 
father  in  tlie  nmntv  treasurer's  dtfue  during  a  jiart  <if  the  latter's  term,  lie 
became  a  curpural  of  Company  1,  Third  KeguneiU  Indiana  National  Gtiards. 
and  during  the  Spanish-American  war  he  went  to  the  front  with  his  com- 
pany, which  became  a  part  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Regiment 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  with  the  regiment  until  the  close  of 
that  brief  war.  He  returned  home  and  thereafter  for  se\eral  years  was  cm- 
ployed  on  the  home  farm.  In  1901  he  married  Mabel  Scattergood,  and  at 
that  time  Iwgan  farming  for  himself.  In  Febniary,  iqij,  Maynard  Hine 
bought  tiftv -eij^dit  acres  uf  his  father's  oh]  htmw  phiee  and  i.s  engaged  in  the 
operation  oi  that  land,  as  well  as  some  titiier  laiul  adjoining.  He  and  his 
wife  are  lx)th  members  of  the  Unile<l  Brethren  church.  Mrs-  Maliel  (Scatter- 
g<x>d)  Hine  was  bom  east  of  Waterloo.  Grant  township,  DeKalb  county,  and 
is  a  sister  of  George  Scattergood,  who  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
When  she  was  four  years  old  her  parents  moved  to  the  east  part  of  Richland 
township,  this  county,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage. 

T.ida  fline.  the  daughter  :uid  youngest  child,  was  h>ru  1880. 
She  graduated  from  Waterltx)  pui)lic  school  and  attended  the  .\ornial  hool 
at  Valparai.so  for  one  year,  .\fter  teaching  a  few  years  she  l>ecamc  the  wife 
of  K.  C.  Smith,  of  Tuscola,  Illinois,  who  is  a  real  estate  agent  of  that  city. 
Mrs.  Catherine  Hine  died  on  June  10,  1910,  and  on  June  i,  19 13.  Mr. 
Hine  married  Mrs.  Bertha  (Oosson)  Knott,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
southern  part  of  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  for  more  than  twenty  j  ears.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of 
Steuben  county  and  were  people  of  respectability  and  prominence.  Mrs. 
(O3) 
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Hine  is  now  librarian  of  Waterloo.  Her  futt  husband,  John  Adams  Knott, 
died  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  about  five  years  after  their  marriage*  which 
was  without  issue. 

Personally,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  .1  man  of  clean  moral  character 
and  marked  business  ability,  which  was  evidenced  m  the  successful  nianage- 
tnent  of  his  fanning  enterinrises,  and  now  he  is  numbered  among  the  earnest 
and  respected  citizens  of  the  section  of  the  county  in  whidi  he  lives,  his  daily 
life  being  eiadence  of  the  high  motives  which  control  his  actions. 


E.  W.  SAYLOR. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Concord  township  who  have  built  up  comfortable 
homes  and  surrounded  themselves  with  landed  and  personal  property,  few 
have  attained  a  higher  degree  of  success  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
With  few  opportunitie*?  except  what  his  own  efforts  were  capable  of  master- 
ing and  with  niany  discouragements  to  overcome,  he  has  made  a  success  of 
life  and  has  the  gratification  of  knowing  that  the  community  in  which  he  has 
resided  has  been  benefited  by  his  presence. 

K  W.  Saylor,  who  occupies  a  fine  farm  in  Concord  township,  is  a  native 
of  DeKalb  county*  Indiana,  having  been  bom  cm  August  17,  1858,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Mary  J.  (Stiltz)  Savior.  These  parents  were  natives, 
respectively,  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  came  to  Concord  township,  this 
county,  in  1830,  locating  on  two  hundred  a  res  of  land  which  he  IxjurHt  here 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  resides. 
William  Saylor  was  twice  married,  first  to  Rosan  Wade,  to  which  union 
were  bom  the  following  children:  Mrs.  Susan  Stafford,  now  deceased: 
Samuel,  deceased ;  Calvjn,  of  Allen  county,  this  state :  Mrs.  Catherine  Ricfc- 
ett,  of  St.  Joe.  To  William  and  Mary  J.  Saylor  the  following  children  were 
bom:  Mrs.  Annie  Baker,  who  lives  in  Concord  town.ship  oti  a  farm;  E.  W., 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  William  H..  of  Hicksville.  Ohio; 
Joseph  Tl..  of  DeKalb  county,  and  Omian  F..  who  lives  in  Indianapolis 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  earlv  education  in  the  coninmn 
scl)u*)is  of  DeKalb  county  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  a  vtxratifm 
to  which  he  has  devoted  all  his  active  years  and  in  which  he  has  met  with 
most  pronounced  success.  Careful,  methodical  and  energetic  in  his  opera* 
tions,  be  gives  his  strict  attention  to  his  own  affairs,  with  the  result  .that  he 
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•Ittfl  net  with  a  d^ree.of  access  commeiuttrate  with  his  dfotts.  As  before 
stated,  he  is  residtag  on  poe.. hundred  and  forty  acres  of  tiie  old  home  place 
and  he  takes  a  justifiable  pride  in  the.  manner  in  which  he  keqps  up  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  The  neat  and  attractive  residence,  the  substantial  and 
commodious  bams,  well  kept  fences  and  the  condition  of  the  fields  indicate 
the  owner  to  be  a  nian  of  goo<l  taste  and  sound  jud^^uent  in  the  handlings  of 
his  farming  operations.  He  raises  all  the  crops  coinnion  to  this  locality  and 
also  gives  some  attention  to  live  .stock,  which  he  has  found  to  be  a  valuable 

•  adjunct  to  successful  farming. 

On  August  28.  1887,  Mr.  Saylor  was  married  to  Fannie  Bovlide,  the 
daughter  of  Anthony  and  Barbara  Bovlick,  natives  of  Germany,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  sur- 
vivor he'mg  a  son,  Fred,  who  is  now  at  home  with  his  parents.  Fratematly, 
Mr.  Saylor  is  an  appreciative  member  of  Lodge  No.  671,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  at  St.  Jt)e.  ,\s  a  neighbor  and  citizen  Mr.  Saylor  stands 
high  m  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and  the  deep  interest  he  takes  in 

•  promodng  the  social  and  moral  welfare  of  the  community  gives  him  an  en- 
viable reputation  throughout  .the  locality  in  which  he  lives. 


ALBERT  N.  THRUSH. 

There  are  individuals  (n  nearly  every  community  who,  by  reason 'of 
pronounced  ability  and  force  of  character,  rise  above  the  heads  of  the  masses 
and  command  the  unbounded  esteem  of  their  fellow  men.  Qiaracterized  by 
perseverance  and  a  directing^  spirit,  two  virtues  that  never  fail,  such  men  al- 
ways make  their  presence  felt  and  the  vigor  of  their  strong  personality  serve 
as  a  stimulus  and  incentive  to  the  young  and  rising  generation.  To  this  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  class  the  subject  of  th»  review  very  properly  belongs. 
Having  never  been  seized  with  the  roaming  desires  that  hav^  led  nUtny  of 
DeKalb  county's  yoax^  men  to  other  fields  of  endeavhr  and  other  states, 
where  they  have  sought  their  fortunes,  Mr.  Thrush  has  devoted'  bis  life  to 
industries  at  home  and  has  succeeded  remarkably  well,  as  we  shall  see<  by  a 
study  of  his  life  history. 

.Albert  N.  Thrush,  than  whom  no  citizen  of  Butler  township  enjoys  to 
a  greater  degree  the  popular  conhdence  and  regard,  was  born  in  Noble  county, 
Indiana,  on  February  2^,  i860,  the  son  of  William  T.  and  Sarepta  (Errick- 


996 


INEKALB  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 


son)  Thrush,  rhc  subject's  mother  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  his  father 
of  Pennsylvania,  from  whence  he  caitic  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Fort  Wayne, 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  mason.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  NoUe 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  married  and  then,  in  1868,  came'  to  DeKSlb 
,  county,  settling  un  a  fanii  in  Butter  township.  He  retired  and  lived  in 
Auburn  from  1884  until  his  death,  Augu.'^t  31,  1891.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  Aubnm  in  April,  1H97.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  the 
subjcrt  nf  thi'j  ski-tcb  Ix.iii';  t!ic  second  born 

Ali>crt  N',  I  hru-^li  rttcncd  his  educaliun  in  the  i;t»niiii« m  ^cIiumI^  of 
Noble  and  lA'Kailj  counlics,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  took  up  his  share  of 
the  fann  work.  He  has  never  relinquished  his  agricultural  activities,  and  is 
DOw  (he  owner  of  a. splendid  farm  of  two  hundre<l  and  sixty-seven  acres  in 
Butler  township,  where  he  carries  on' general  farming,  raising  all  the  crops 
generally  cultivated  in  this  loifality  and  also  givinjj  sf)mc  attention  to  Kvc 
"stock.  His  farm  is  kept  in  fjood  condition  and  is  numbered  among  the  val- 
uable homesteads  of  Rutlcr  township. 

In  January.  j88j.  Mr  Thrush  married  F.llen  Pepplc.  ihc  daug^hter  of 
Josepli  and  Adeline  I'epjjle.  and  to  theiu  have  Ixfcn  bom  three  children. 
Walter  M.,  who  married  Inez  Heits :  Marie,  a  teacher,  and  Marion,  in  high 
school.  In  the  civic  life  of  the  community  Mr.  Thrush  has  long^  taken  a  live 
mterest  and  has  served  as  trustee  of  his  township  one  term.  1895  to  tgcw.  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Me  has  ;ilso  served  as  president 
of  the  Farmecs'  Mutual  In-surance  Comi>any  of  DeKalb  county  for  stx  years 
and  five  venrs  as  a  director.  hri\  ini;  been  nctixely  identified  with  this  com- 
pany for  i-k'\  (11  vi'P.r^.  1  h-  lias  al-i  *  '-crx  t-il  county  chairman  of  tlic  |)rK,'ilb 
("ounty  i*arnitT>  Institme  work  for  three  years  and  is  siill  actively  connected 
with  this  association.  It  is'  a  well  authentiratt^l  fact  that  success  comes  only 
as  the  result  of  legitimate  (fqit  welt  ap|>lied  energy,  unflagging  determination 
and  untiring  perseverance,,  and  in  tracing  the  histor>'  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  it  is  found  that  the  above  elements  have  entered  very  largely  into  his 
makeup,  and  therefore  there  is  no  surpri'^e  at  the  sjilendid  success  which  has 
crowned  his  efforts,  flis  relntinus  with  his  fellows  have  l)cen  such  to 
inspire  their  respect  and  conlidence.  and  to<lay  ni»  citizen  t>f  Rutkr  township 
is  held  in  hiijher  esteem  than  \.  \.  Thru.sh. 

.  Politically,  Mr.  Thrush  is  a  Republican;  fraternally,  is  a  member  of 
J^lge--No.  f>89.  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Hontertown.  Indiana,  and. 
with  his  wife.  Iielongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  son.  Walter 
.M..  who  has  always  assisted  his  father  on  the  home  place,  is  also  a  Mason. 
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PHIUP  S.  CARPER. 

It  is  generally  considered  by  those  in  the  habit  of  superficial  tkiinking 
Hat  the  history  of  so-called  great  men  only  is  worthy  of  preservation  and 
that  little  merit  exists  among  the  masses  to  call  forth  the  praises  of  the  his- 
torian or  the  cheers  and  appreciation  of  mankind.  A  greater  mistake  was 
never  made.  Xo  man  is  great  in  all  tilings  and  very  few  arc  great  in  ninny 
fliiniGfs  Mam  Iiv  ;i  \uv]<\  stiokr  adneve  lasting  fame,  wlio  before  lliat  had 
no  rc';>utatiitn  hcvond  the  limit-  m  tlu-ir  nei,i,'hl)(irhootls.  It  1"^  not  a  history  of 
tile  hicky  sirt>ke  that  l)tnclU>  mankind  iiii»st.  but  the  long  study  and  effort 
which  made  the  lucky  stroke  possible.  It  is  the  preliminary  work,  the  method, 
that  serves  as  a  guide  for  the  success  of  others.  Among  those  in  this  county 
who  have  achieved  success  along  steady  lines  of  action  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketdi. 

PhiKp  S.  Carper,  secretary  of  tlic  !  anners"  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, was  bom  in  DeKalb  county.  l)cceml>er  7,  1^65.  the  son  of  jcjhn  and 
Sarah  n'riedt)  Carpor  fnhn  ('arjier  was  a  native  of  Holmes  cMtmty.  Ohio, 
and  came  to  T'JfK;!!!!  CDUiUy  wiih  hi.s  parents.  Adam  and  I-'lizabclh  (Cobbler) 
Carper,  in  1842,  tliey  settling  in  J^acksun  township  on  land  entered  from  the 
^vemment.  Jc^  Carper  died  in  1895,  white  his  wife  is  still  living.  The 
original  tract  of  land  entered  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  To  them 
were  bom  eight  children :  Eugene,  George  W.,  UUie  A.,  John  A.,  Mary  E., 
Philip,  Laura  J.,  and  Alda  X'iola.  deceased.  Philip  Carper  receivetl  a  good 
common  school  education  in  the  DeKalb  county  schools,  after  which  be  began 
the  career  of  an  ap^ricultufalist.  in  which  he  achieved  a  splendid  success.  Mr. 
Carjjcr  remained  at  lionu-  until  his  marriage  ami  then  located  on  his  present 
farm.  f(njr  milts  southeast  of  Auburn,  on  the  .\uburn  and  St.  Joe  road,  on 
the  Henry  Brown  farm.  He  made  »U  of  the  improvements  jttst  as  they 
stand.  He  has  seventy  acres,  of  which  fifty-five  acres  are  in  a  gix)d  state  of 
cultivation.  He  carries  on  a  general  farming  business.  In  1903  he  was 
elected  secretar\-  of  the  Famicrs'  Mutual  I'ire  Insurance  Company,  which 
position  he  still  occupies,  and  his  natural  aptitude  for  this  line  of  work  has 
stoi  x!  bin)  in  I'twwl  «;t('afl.  as  is  evidenced  in  the  wonderful  pv  icnc^s  of  the 
companv.  it  now  carrymg  over  seven  million  <lollars  in  polait^  with  tbirty- 
tivc  hiuidred  policy-bolder,*.  In  this  strong  company,  associated  with  Mr. 
Carper,  arc  the  following  officers:  President.  A.  N.  Thrush:  treasurer.  John 
Hebe!;  vice-president.  William  Norris;  actuary,  C.  H.  Bangs;  board  of 
directors,  Charles  S.  Arford,  Henry  St  Gatr,  David  Shook.  George  Rhein- 
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hart  and  Archie  Bowman.  Mr.  Thrush  was  elected  president  in  i908>  and 
has  been  actively  engaged  with  the  company  for  about  ten  years.  Since  1907 
Mr.  Carper  has  been  a  director  of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Auburn. 

On  October  16,  1895,  Mr.  Carper  was  married  to  Lulu  Able,  daughter 
of  Walter  nnrl  Anna  (Nelson)  Able,  who  came  from  their  native  state  of 
Ohio  with  their  parents,  lie  havinf^  been  liorn  in  TruinlniU  county  and  she 
from  Tuscarawas  county.  They  had  om  other  child  besides  the  subject's 
wife,  a  son  named  Ross.  To  Mr.  and  i\lr.s.  Carper  have  been  lM)rn  two  chil- 
dred,  Hugh  B.,  born  January  16,  1897,  and  Nellie,  bom  May  i,  1900,  both  of 
whom  are  still  under  the  shelter  of  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Carper  has  always  given  his  support  to  the  Republican  parly,  and 
was  honored  by  being  selected  as  drainage  commissioner  by  his  fellow  citi- 
zens in  1908  and  1909.  His  splendid  <!iiccess  in  his  varied  activities  should 
be  set  <!own  in  a  work  of  this  character  that  the  future  generations  may  profit 
by  his  example. 


JESSE  H.  WARNER. 

AmonjT  the  snccessfnl,  self-made  men  of  DcKalb  county,  Indiana,  whose 
ettorls  antl  inllucnce  have  c •nlrihmed  tu  the  material  nphiuldniLj  and  general 
activity  of  their  respective  connnuniues,  the  gentleman  whu^c  name  appears 
above  occupies  a  con^cuous  position.  In  view  of  the  energetic,  consistent 
and  successful  record  he  has  achieved,  it  is  eminently  appropriate  that  he  be 
given  representation  in  the  present  work. 

Jesse  Warner  was  horn  in  Antjust.  1850.  near  Tiffin,  Seneca  county, 
OhiOf  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Ranshurg)  Warner.  Daniel 
Warner  was  from  Hager^tnwn.  Mar\l  -nd,  as  was  his  wife.  When  je<-;e  U. 
W  arner  was  htit  a  child,  hi-  ]),.retil>  moved  to  near  Me(  iUe!Ki>avilie.  Seneca 
county,  Uh>o,  and  thence  to  Jackson  township,  thai  county,  during  the  Civil 
war.  and  there  the  father  bought  a  wooden  bowl  factory.  He  then  moved  to 
Henry  county,  Ohio,  where  he  and  his  wife  died,  the  former  at  the  age  of 
ninety-seven  years  and  the  latter  when  about  eighty-four  years  old.  Jesse 
H.  Warner  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  H\  ed  there  until  his  marriage, 
in  1877,  to  Ahnina  Waller>.  who  was  honi  near  Weston,  Wood  county.  Ohio, 
the  daughter  of  FJias  and  l'hocl)e  jane  (  Bossard )  Walters.  When  she  was 
five  years  old  her  father  died,  and  when  fifteen  year*;  old  she  suffered  the 
loss  of  her  mother.    A  few  weeks  later  she  went  to  Henry  county.  Ohio,  and 
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there  lived  with  aa  aunt  untii  her  marriage.  After- their  marriaj^e  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jesse  Warner  went  to  farming,  but  about  fourteen  years  later  lie  en- 
gaged in  the  meat  business,  nmning  a  nuirket  at  McClure,  Ohio,  untQ  1909, 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Steuben  county,  this  state,  where  he  ran  a 
meat  market  at  Ashley  for  one  year.  He  tiMn  moved  to  Waterloo  and 
engaged  in  raising  high  grade  poultry,  specializing  on  Black  Minorcas,  and 
also  does  considerable  truck  gardening.  He  h  tlu-  father  of  four  children, 
three  tiaugluers  ami  a  son,  namely:  Mrs.  Mau<l  lillen,  tht-  wife  nf  Horatio 
Sheldiin  lline,  and  they  hrive  one  <r\u.  Slu-ldoii  Horatio;  Nellie  lUiiachc  is 
the  wile  oi  Frank  Sail&man,  and  they  have  three  children,  jacul)  W  arner, 
Alraina  Grace  and  Francis  Irene;  Artfiur  Vernon,  bom  April  17,  1883,  was 
married  on  March  6,  1905,  to  Almeda  W.  F.  Kom  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, William  Arthur  and  Orlo  Chiyton  Warner.  Bessie  Doris  lives  at  home 
with  her  parents  and  is  emi^oyed  at  the  telepli  Dne  ofHce  at  Waterloo.  Jesse 
Warner  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odtl  I'ellows  at  McClure,  Ohio, 
of  which  he  has  been  a  mem1>ei  for  twenty-six  years.  Arthur  Warner  be- 
longs to  the  Odd  Fellows  at  Waterloo. 


SAMUEL  A.  MUMAW. 

► 

Farming  is  becoming  recognized  as  a  profession  and  the  future  iarniers 
of  our  country  will  be  trained  aa  carefully  as  are  our  ministers  and  physicians. 
Purdue  University  now  gives  a  four-year  course  in  agriculture,  leading  to  the 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  The  19 13  L^slature  of  this  state  created  a  new 
official  known  as  the  county  agent,  whose  duties  are  tt>  give  expert  advice  to 
farmers  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  agriculture.  The  short  courses  given 
at  I'urdue  every  yc.T  are  lieing  attcmled  by  incroasini^  UvnKinds  of  farmers 
and  ibcir  sons.  The  tendency  of  all  this;  points  to  a  ncv\  cm  in  farming. 
Farinera'  institutes  are  being  held  througijoul  the  state  and  have  been  the 
means  of  keeping  the  farmers  abreast  of  the  times.  Agriculture  is  becoming 
a  science  and  the  most  successful  farmer  of  today  is  the  man  who  studies  his 
business.  Such  men  as  these  are  the  men  who  make  good  oflicials  as  well  as 
good  farmers,  and  such  a  farmer  and  official  is  Samuel  A.  Mumaw,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  review. 

Saiinic'l  A.  \Tiinia\s  .  the  -^on  of  !)n\  i'l  A.  and  Rcl)ccca  (  Helscy )  Mnniaw. 
was  bom  in  Stark  coimty,  Ohio,  May  26,  1877.    His  parents  were  both 
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natives  of  Shenandoah  county,  Virginia,  where  David  A.  .Muniaw  grew  to 
manhood  and  mairied.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army  from  Vit^ia, 
July  15,  i86[  and  remained  in  service  until  the  dose  of  the  war.  He  be- 
longed to  Company  K,  Thirty-third  Regiment,  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil 

war  aiu!  continued  in  active  sci\  icc  tliioughoitt  that  memorable  conflict,  mak- 
ing a  brilliant  record  as  a  soldier  ami  \mn^  mustered  out  at  the  end  of  nearly 
rive  years"  service  with  a  s!ii,dit  srnlp  wound.  He  was  in  the  K'lttle  at  (iettys- 
burg  and  Winchester  and  many  other  noted  battles.  After  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  state  of  X'irginia,  where  he  conlinuetl  to  reside  until 
1871,  when  he  moved  to  Stark  county.  Ohio.  Here  he  purchased  land  and 
improved  it,  but  thinking  he  could  improve  his  fortunes  by  going  to  Indiana, 
he  came  to  DelCalh  county,  this  state,  in  1886  and  purchased  a  farm  in 
Wilmington  township  of  forty  acre.'i.  Here,  at  the  age  of  se\  eniy  nine,  he 
is  still  actively  engaged  m  agricultural  pursuits,  being  probably  the  oldest 
farmer  in  active  serv  ice  in  tin*  ci  nnty  today.  His  wife  is  t!ie  <:nne  aj^e  as 
himself  and  is  still  ni  good  hcalUi.  Her  parents  were  of  (iennan  extraction. 
To  .Mr,  and  Mt>.  David  A.  .Mumaw  have  been  l.orn  live  children,  Cluirle:*, 
of  Bntler,  Indiana,  ivho  lias  been  shipping  agent  for  the  Butler  Wind-mill  Com- 
pany for  the  past  seventeen  years;  John,B..  a  plumber  of  Butler;  Jacob,  a 
telephone  lineman  of  Eaton,  Ohio ;  Sarah,  who  married  Oliver  Keysbury  and 
lives  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  Samuel  A.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Samuel  A.  Mumaw  was  ff'iicalcd  in  tht-  di^Trirt  -chools  ni  his  couiUy 
antl  toiuinuetl  rt.^i<U'  under  the  p.iienial  nnti  uiuil  lie  was  married  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years.  L  pon  his  marriage  on  December  13.  i8yy.  to  Anna 
sM.  Scchler,  he  moved  on  to  his  mother-in-law's  farm,  fifty-six  acres  in  Con- 
cord township.  Mrs.  Mumaw  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Rachel 
(Xelson)  Sechler,  her  father  being  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  German 
stock.  Mrs.  Sechler  was  <>i  Irish  descent,  her  parents  lieing  pion  >f  Con- 
cord township,  when-  liri  t.itlu  t  followed  agricultural  ])ur»nits  ail  his  life. 
Thev  were  both  memlK-r<  of  the  (  rnian  Lutheran  ciunrli  Mr.  Sechler  die<l 
in  -\pril,  1884.  and  his  wife's  death  occurred  on  (^it.  lti'!  jo.  \<)0^.  Mr». 
Rachel  Sechler  first  married  Samuel  .\rmsirong.  and  had  one  son  by  this  mar- 
riage, Sanmel.  who  married  Ethel  fmhoof  and  now  lives  in  Concord  town- 
ship. Some  years  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  Mrs.  Rachel  Armstrong 
married  William  Sechler,  and  to  this  union  were  bom  two  children,  an  infant 
daughter,  deceased,  and  Anna  M.  Sechler,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 
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Mr.  Mumaw  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  in  Concord  township  comprising 
Afty-six  acres  and  carries  on  a  general  farming  business.  Besides  raising 
all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality,  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  raising  horses 
and  hogs  and  has  been  tmtformly  successful  in  all  his  business  transactions. 
The  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  his  community  is  shown  fay  the  fact  that  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  trustee  of  Concord  township  in  July,  1911. 
In  the  conduct  of  liis  official  affairs  in  his  township.  Mr.  Mumaw  has  taken 
a  commendahlc  interest  and  has  won  the  approval  of  all  the  citizens  of  his 
township.  irreNi><.-eti <if  \k\v\\  arhliations.  He  has  taken  a  very  active  inter- 
est in  the  (|neslion  ui  good  district  schools  and  has  made  a  special  effort  to 
secure  the  Ixjst  possible  teachers  for  the  township  schools.  He  has  just  com- 
pleted the  erection  of  the  best  school  biiilditig  in  DeKalb  count} .  He  has  also 
been  an  advocate  of  good  roads  and  has  succeeded  in  adding  a  few  miles  of 
improved  highway  to  the  township  system  each  year.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  St.  Joe  and  contribute  lil)erally  of  their 
means  to  supixjil  the  various  activities  of  that  dmntnination.  Mr.  Mumaw 
is  also  a  v  alued  member  of  the  Knis^hts  of  Pythias  and  take*;  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  fraternal  affairs  of  that  body.  In  all  f>f  his  husiness  deahiiLjs  ^Tr. 
Mumaw  has  so  conducted  himself  that  he  lias  won  the  confidence  and  ap- 
proval of  all  of  the  good  citizens  of  his  community,  not  only  in  his  busnwss 
relations*  but  in  every  effort  to  elevate  the  moral,  intellectual  or  social  stand- 
ard of  his  lacolity. 


WILLIAM  E.  AND  jA.MES  M.  HAMILTON.  . 

It  is  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  success  comes  as  the  result  of  l^iti- 
mate  and  well  applied  energy,  unflagging  determination  and  perseverance  in  a 
course  of  actioti  when  once  decided  upon.  She  is  never  known  to  smile 
upon  the  idler  or  dreamer  and  she  never  courts  the  loafer,  only  tlie  men 
who  lia\e  clilifjfcntly  sought  her  favor  bein;?  crowned  with  her  blessin^^s.  In 
tracing  the  hi>.lory  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  form  the  caption  01  lliis 
review,  it  is  |)lainly  seen  that  the  success  which  they  enjoy  has  been. won  by 
commendable  qualities  and  it  is  also  this  personal  worth  tha^  has  gained 
for  them  the  high  esteem  of  those  who  know  them.  William  It.  and  James  M. 
Hamilton  are  the  sons  of  bmathan  and  Hannah  B.  (  I'latter*  Hamilton,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  New  York  City.  Eventually  he  located  in 
Pennsylvania  where  he  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  fanner.   He  remained  in 
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Pennsylvania  until  about  eight  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Defiance, 
Ohio,  and  from  there  came  to  DeKalb  county,  Indiana,  where  he  made  his 
permanent  settlement.  He  was  prominent  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  section  and  took  an  active  part  in  tlie  development  and  ptogress  diat 
characterized  this  locality  in  those  early  days.  He  built  and  operated  &e  old 
Hamilton  mill  in  1838.  one  of  the  landmarks  of  this  locality  fnr  many  vears, 
anr!  at  thf  same  time  -itirress fully  operated  hi^^  farm.  He  was  a  man  oi  force- 
ful character  and  sturdy  integrity,  who  imi)ressed  his  iK^rsonality  on  the  com- 
munity where  he  spent  so  many  of  his  active  years  and  he  was  a  leader 
in  many  of  the  important  events  which  concerned  the  history  of  his  county. 
To  htm  and  his  wife  were  bom  nine  children,  namely:  John  R.,  Agnes 
and  Catherine  arc  all  deceased:  William  V..  and  James  M.,  the  immediate 
subjects  of  this  sketch;  Elizabeth  and  Enunaiine  are  deceased ;  Mary  E. 
and  John  G. 

WilHnm  F.  Hamilton  was  horn  on  August  4,  1829,  and  early  in  life, 
under  his  tather  s  direction,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller,  which  he  fol- 
lowed during  practically  his  entire  active  life.  He  was  for  a  while  in  the 
West,  being  located  in  Idaho,  where  he  established  a  mill  and  to  him  belongs 
the  distinction  of  having  ground  the  first  bushel  of  wheat  milled  in  that 
state,  that  being  many  years  ago  when  it  was  still  a  territory.  He  is  retired 
from  nrti\e  life  and  is  living  quietly  at  his  comfortable  home  in  Concord 

tOWn'-llip.  tllis  ronnt\ . 

On  June  1^78.  W  illiam  E.  Hamilton  married  Mary  Carpenter,  the 
daughter  of  John  Carpenter,  a  prominent  farmer  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  DeKalb  county. 

James  M.  Hamilton  was  tmm  on  October  2.  1831.  and  was  reared  to 
the  life  of  a  farmer,  a  vocation  from  which  he  never  departed  and  in  whidi 
he  met  with  a  well  deserved  sttccess.  He.  too.  is  now  retired  fmm  active 
business  affairs  Wither  of  the  Hamilton  brothers  have  been  aspirant^  for 
public  office,  though  tliev  have  always  taken  an  intelligent  and  active  part 
in  puiiiic  attairs,  as  every  l'»yal  citizen  should,  and  they  have  performed  their 
full  part  of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  thereby  earning  the  approval  and  com- 
mendation of  all  who  know  them. 

Politically,  William  E.  Hamilton  is  an  carne<^t  Republican  in  his  views, 
while  James  M.  has  given  his  support  to  the  Progressive  party  since  the  re- 
cent campaign  Rdigiously.  the  former  is  a  meml)er  of  the  >Tetboflt^t  Fpi<;- 
copal  church  and  tin  latter  of  the  United  Brethren  rhitrch.  to  the  suppi  rl  of 
which  societies  tbey  are  liberal  contributors.  Quiet  and  unostentatious  and 
seeking  the  sequestered  ways  of  life  rather  than  its  tumult  and  strife,  th*^ 
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Hamilton  lirothers  have  ever  attended  strictly  to  their  o\mi  affairs  and  by 
their  upright  lives  and  worthy  examples  have  made  better  all  who  have  come 
witiiin  the  range  of  their  infitience.  and  today  no  more  deserving  or  popular 
citizens  reside  in  Concord  township  then  they. 


EZRA  ROHM. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to,  describe  adequately  a  man  who  has  led  an 
eminently  active  and  hnsy  life,  and  who  lias  attained  a  position  of  relative 

distinction  in  the  community  with  whicli  liis  interests  are  allied.  But  biog- 
raphy finds  its  most  perfect  justitieaiion,  nevertheless,  in  the  trarint^  and 
recording  of  such  a  life  history.  It  is,  then,  with  a  lull  appreciation  uf  all 
,  that  is  demanded  and  of  the  painstaking  scrutiny  that  must  be  accorded 
each  statement,  and  yet  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  that  the  writer  essays 
the  task  of  touching  briefly  upon  the  details  of  such  a  record  as  has  been 
that  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  sketch  whose  eminently  honored  and 
successful  career  now  comes  under  review. 

Ezra  Rohm,  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  respected  citizens  of 
Grant  township,  was  born  on  July  2,  1873.  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
north  uf  Waterloo,  this  county,  and  is  a  son  of  Simon  and  Mary  (iiar.sii) 
Rohm,  who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  When  Ezra  Rohm  was 
about  five  years  old  the  family  moved  lo  the  present  location,  which  is  about 
half  way  between  Auburn  and  Waterloo,  and  there  he  was  reared.  In  about 
1896  he  bought  a  part  of  the  old  home  farm,  and  to  the  operation  of  this 
tract  he  has  applied  his  enerijies  continuously  «ince  with  eminent  success, 
and  has  earned  a  hi,i;h  reputation  because  of  hi<  up-to-date  methods  and  nn- 
liring  energy.  ?le  has  one  of  the  i>est  improved  farnis  in  this  locality,  the 
substantial  and  attractive  residence,  commodious  and  well-arranged  barns, 
welt-kept  fences  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  fields  evidencing  him  to 
be  a  man  of  good  ideas  and  sound  judgment.  He  carries  on  a  general  line  of 
farmfng.  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  locality  and  has  met  with  a 
gratifving  degree  of  -itccess  as  a  rc^^nlt  of  his  efTorts. 

In  1891  Mr.  Ri  lini  married  Amelia  W  alker,  daugliter  of  George  W.  and 
Caroline  (Neidig)  W  alker,  of  Feagler's  Corners.  Richland  township,  where 
her  parents  now  reside.  She  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  was  about 
nine  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  this  county.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rohm  have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom  lola  Pearl  died  in 
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infancy.  Those  living  are  as  lolbws:  Edward  M..  born  March  98»  189a, 
married  Hazel  Husselnian,  and  they  have  a  daughter.  Erma  May;  Edward 

Rohm  is  operatincf  the  M  St  Clair  farm;  Lillie  M.  Rohm  is  the  wife  of 
Clyde  Osb<:)rn('.  and  lives  in  Anburn;  Lueila  i.>  the  wife  of  Merritt  Sock- 
rider,  who  is  a  postal  telegraph  operator,  and  thc>  ha\c  a  daughter.  Myrtle 
Merrill ;  Elza  Frank,  bom  August  21,  1898;  Mildred  Catherine,  born  June  15, 
1905,  and  Myrtle  Caroline,  bom  January  16,  1909.  The  family  move  in  the 
best  social  circles  of  the  community  in  which  they  reside  and  are  held  in 
high  esteem  hy  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Rohm,  though  ipiiet  and  unostentd' 
tious  in  his  life,  has  l)ecn  a  detinile  factfjr  in  the  life  of  th»  connnuiiity, 
for  he  has  giveti  hi';  <;tii)iKirt  at  all  times  to  such  movements  as  jjromise  to 
lie  for  the  material,  social,  idiu  ati' mal  or  moral  advancement  of  the  jH*<iple. 
and  as  a  result  of  his  upright  Hfe  and  sturdy  industry  he  has  gained  an  envia- 
ble Standing  among  his  fellow  citizens. 
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